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SOME  OF  THE  EARLY  CONQUESTS  IN  THE  NEW 
WORLD. 


CHAP.  I. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  DISCOVERY   OF  AMERICAi  BY  CHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUS  ;  WRITTEN  BY  HIS  SON  DON  FERDINAND  CO£VlU(<d 


•BUS*. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE  whole  of  tliis  chapter  eontains  an  original  record* 
being  a  distinct  narrative  of  the  discovery  of  America 
by  Columbus,  written  by  his  own  son,  who  acccmipanied  him 
in  his  latter  voywes.  It  has  been  adopted  into  the  present 
work  from  the  Coficction  of  Voyages  and  Traveb  puoliiriied 
at  London  in  1704,  by  Awnsham  and  John  Churchill,  ixt, 
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t  Discaoenf  of  America       paiit  ii.  book  ii. 

four  yoIumeB  folio )  in  which  it  is  said  to  have  been  translat> 
ed  from  the  original  Italian  of  Don  Ferdinand  Cobaba^ 
expressly  fat  the  use  of  that  work.    The  lai^iMM  of  that 
trandation  is  often  obscure  and  Qngramamtftsd,  as  if  the  work 
of  a  foreigner!  but,  having  no  accesa  to  the  ori^nal,  has  ne- 
cenaiil^  been  adopted  for  the  present  occasion,  dler  being 
canfid^  revised  and  corrected.    No  farther  alteration  has 
been  taken  with  that  version,  except  a  new  division  into  sec- 
tions, instead  of  the  prolix  and  needlessly  minute  subdivision 
of  the  original  trandation  into  a  multitude  of  chapters!  which 
change  was  necessary  to  accommodate  this  interesting  ori^^nal 
document  to  our  plan  of  arrangement ;  and  except  in  a  fe^ 
rare  instances,  where  uninteresting  controversial  argumenta- 
tions have  been  somewhat  abridged,  and  even  these  chiefly 
becmise  the  original  translator  left  the  sense  obscure  or  un- 
intelligible, from  ignorance  of  the  language  or  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  new  grand  di- 
vision of  the  world  which  was  discovered  by  this  great  nu'  " 
vigatOTt  ought  from  him  to  have  been  named  Columbia. 
Before  setting  out  upon  this  grand  discovery,  which  was 
plumed  entirely  bv  his  own  transcendent  genius,  he  was 
ihisl^  to  believe  that  the  new  lands  he  proposed  to  go  in 
search  of  formed  an  extension  of  the  India  which  was  known 
to  the  ancients ;  and  still  impressed  with  that  idea,  occasion- 
ed by  the  eastern  longitudes  of  Ptolemy  being  greativ  too  far 
extended,  he  gave  the  name  of  Jfest  Indies  to  nis  discovery, 
because  he  sailed  to  them  westwards ;  and  persisted  in  that 
denomination,  even  after  he  had  certainly  ascertained  that 
they  were  interposed  between  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Japan, 
it|he  txptmgat  ot  Zipangri  of  Marco  Polo,  of  which  and  Ca- 
thay or  China,  he  first  proposed  to  go  in  search. 

Between  the  third  and  fottrth  voyages  of  Columbus,  Q/e- 
da,  an  officer  who  had  accompanied  him  in  his  second  voy- 
age, was  surreptitiously  sent  from  Spain,  for  the  obvious 
imipose  of  endeavouring  to  curtail  the  vast  privileges  which 
nad  been  conceded  to  Columbus,  as  admiral  and  viceroy  of 
(iQ  the  countries  he  might  discover ;  that  the  court  of  Spain 
inight  have  a  colour  for  excepting  the  discoveries  made  by 
ptliers  Ifrom  the;grant  which  had  men  conferred  on  him,  be- 
fore its  prodigious,  value  was  at  all  thought  of.  Ojeda  did 
little  more  than  revisit  some  of  the  previous  discxiveries  of 
Columbus :  Perhaps  he  extended  the  knowledge  of  the  coast 
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of  Paria.  In  thn  expedltioli»  QedA  was  a^iooliipMilBd  by  an 
Italian  named  Amerigo  or  Jilmerico  Vnpuceit  whose  name 
was  Latinized,  according  to  the  custXHn  of  that  age,  into  A-r 
mericMS  Vespuciua*  This  person  was  a  Florentme,  and  iqp- 
pears  to  have  bem  a  man  of  science,  well  skilled  in  navigaw 
tian  and  eeographyw  On  his  return  to  Europe,  he  puUisDed 
tlie  fiiit  description  that  i^^dred  of  the  newly  diseoverad 
continent  and  islands  in  the  west,  which  had  hitherto'  beak 
anxiously  endeavoured  to  be  concealed  by  the  monopoli^ng 
jealousy  of  the  i^anish  ffovemment.  Pretending  to  ha?e 
been  the  first  discoverer  of  the  continent  of  the  New  WoHdf 
he  presumptuoudy  gave  it  the  i^ellatidn  oi  America  after  his 
own  name ;  and  the  inconsiderate  applause  of  the  European 
literati  has  perpetuated  this  usurped  denomination,  instead 
of  the  legitimate  name  which  the  new  qparter  of  the  world 
ought  to  nave  received  from  that  of  the  real  discoverer. 

Attempts  have  been  made  in  latter  times,  to  rob  Colum- 
bus of  the  honour  of  having  discovered  Anterica,  by  endea- 
vourinff  to  prove  that  the  West  Indies  were  known  in  Europe 
belbre  his  first  vo|^ge.  In  some  maps  in  the  library  of  St 
Mark  at  Venice,  said  to  have  been  drawn  in  liSG,  many  is- 
lands  are  inserted  to  the  west  of  Europe  and  Africa.  The 
most  easterly  of  these  are  supposed  in  the  first  place  to  be 
the  Azores,  Madeira,  tlie  Canaries  and  Cape  Verds.  Be- 
yond these,  but  at  no  great  distance  towards  the  west,  occurs 
the  Ysola  de  AiHittia ;  which  we  may  conclude,  even  allow- 
ing the  date  of  the  map  to  be  genuine,  to  be  a  mere  gratuitous 
or  theoretic  supposition,  ana  to  have  received  that  strange 
name,  because  the  obvious  and  natural  idea  of  Antipodes  had 
been  anathematized  by  Catholic  ignorance.  Still  fiirther  to 
the  north-west^  tmother  fabulous  island  is  laid  down,  under  the 
litrange  appellation  of  Delaman  Satanaxia,  or  the  land  creat- 
ed by  the  hand  of  Satan.  This  latter  may  possibly  have 
some  reference  to  an  ignorant  position  of  Iceland.  Both 
were  probably  theoretic,  tor  the  fancied  purpose  of  preserving 
a  balance  on  the  globe  with  the  continents  and  islands  already 
known  j  an  idea  which  was  transfen'ed  by  learned  theorists, 
and  even  persisted  in  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  under  the  name  of  the  Terra  Australis  incognita  i  and 
was  only  banished  by  the  enlightened  voyages  of  scientific 
discovery,  conducted  under  the  auspices  oi  our  present  vene- 
rable sovereign. 
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-  Tbe  globe  of  Martin  Dehajni)  in  1492,  repeats  the  island  of 
AtUiUiay  and  inserts  beyond  it  to  the  voesty  the  \4b  of  St  Bran- 
dan  or  Ima,  from  a  fabulous  work  of  the  middle  ages.  Occa- 
sion has  already  occurred  to  notice  two  other  ancient  pretend- 
ed discoveries  of  the  New  World:  the  fabulous  voyages  of  the 
Zcnos,  another  Venetian  tale ;  and  the  equally  fabulous  Por- 
tuguese island  of  the  Seven  Churchesy  abounding  in  gold,  and 
inhabited  by  Spanish  or  Portuguese  Christians.  Britain 
even  had  its  Madoc  prince  of  North  Wales ;  and  a  vohite 
nomadic  nation  in  North  America,  speaking  Welsh,. \%  still 
among  the  puerile  fancies  of  this  nineteenth  century. 

All  these  pretended  proofs  of  any  previous  knowledge  of 
the  •western  world,  resolve  into  complete  demonstrations  of 
perfect  ignorance,  even  in  the  art  of  deception  and  forgery. 
Not  only  is  the  world  indebted  to  Columbus  for  this  great 
and  brilliant  discovery,  but  every  subsequent  improvement  in 
]iavigati(m,  geography  and  hydrography,  is  justly  attributable 
to  his  illustrious  example.  Much  and  deservedly  as  our 
Cook  and  his  coadjutors  and  followers  have  merited  from 
their  country  and  the  world,  ihey  are  all  to  be  considered  as 
pupils  of  the  truly  great  archnavigator  Columbus  j  himself 
a  worthy  scholar  from  the  nautical  academy  of  the  truly  il- 
lustrious and  enlightened  father  of  discoveries,  Don  Henry. 
All  other  discoveries,  whether  nautical  or  by  land,  dwindle 
into  mere  ordinary  events,  when  compared  with  his  absolute- 
ly solitary  exertion  ofprevious  scientific  views.  The  sagacious 
and  almost  prophetic  induction,  persevering  ardour,  cosmo- 
graphical,  nautical,  and  aiitronomieal  hkill,  which  centered  in 
Columbus,  from  the  first  conception  to  the  perfect  comple- 
tion of  this  great  and  important  rnterprize,  the  discovery  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  globe  which  had  lain  hid  for  thousands 

.'•of  years  iron)  the  know-ledge  of  civilization  and  science,  is  alto- 
gether iniexampled.  He  was  iiicontestibly  the  first  bold  and 
scientific  mariner  who  ever  dared  to  launch  out  into  the  track- 
less oeei'.n.  tru^'ting  solely  to  the  guidance  of  the  needle  and 

,  the  stars,  and  to  his  own  transcendent  skill  and  intrepidity. 
There  can  he  no  doubt  that  Greenland,  in  some  measure 
an  appendage  of  America,  was  discovered  in  982,  by  the 
Norwegians  or  their  Icelandic  colony ;  and  that  the  same 
people  accidentally  tell  in  with  Newioundland,  or  a  part  of 
Labradorc,  in  1003  ;  of  which  early  real  discoveries  paiticu- 
lar  notices  have  been  taken  in  the  first  j>art  of  this  work. 
But  these  were  entirely  accidental,  and  were  lost  to  the  world 
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long  before  Columbus  began  his  glorious  career ;  and  do 
not  in  the  least  degree  detract  from  the  merit  or  originality 
of  his  discovery. 

The  name  even  of  the  great  Columbus  has  of  lato  been 
fastidiously  endeavoured  to  be  rejected,  in  favour  of  the 
Spanish  appellation  Colony  which  he  adopted  on  entering  in- 
to that  service,  which  repaid  him  with  base  ingratitude  dnd 
cruel  injuries  for  his  transcendent  services.  It  will  be  seen, 
however,  from  the  authority  of  his  own  son,  that  the  origin 
nal  name  of  his  family  was  Colombi  >  though  some  branches 
in  other  parts  of  Italy  had  adopted  the  modern  or  middle 
age  Roman  name  of  CoUona.  Columbus,  therefore,  ought 
certainly  to  remain  ia  our  language  as  the  Latinized  original 
name  of  this  illustrioua  person.  -; 

In  supplement  to  the  history  of  Columbus  by  his  son,  we 
have  chosen  to  give  an  account  of  the  first  Discovery  of  A- 
raerica,  by  Herrera  the  royal  historiographer  of  Spain.  To 
some  readers  this  may  appear  superfluous :  But,  as  Don  Fer- 
dinand Columbus  may  naturally  enough  be  supposed  to  have 
written  under  a  degree  of  partial  attachment  to  the  glory  of 
his  immortal  father,  it  seems  fortunate  that  we  possess  an  au- 
thentic early  history  of  the  same  unparalleled  event,  from  a 
more  certainly  impartial  and  well  informed  author,  having 
access  to  the  public  archives.  That  portion  of  our  work  is 
given  as  an  original  record,  almost  without  any  remark; 
kaving  it  to  the  ingenious  industry  of  such  of  our  readers  as 
may  be  so  disposer,  to  make  a  critical  comparison  between 
the  work  of  Don  Ferdinand  Columbus^  a  rare  and  valuable 
monument  of  filial  piety,  and  that  of  Antonio  de  Herrera. 
We  have  only  to  regret,  that  the  transcendent  genius,  who 
possessed  the  unexampled  sagacity  to  devise,  and  the  singu- 
lar good  fortune,  perseverance,  capacity,  and  conduct,  to 
succeed  in  Discovering  the  Western  Heniisphere,  had  not  suffi« 
cient  health  and  leisure  to  have  favoured  the  world  with  his 
own  commentaries  of  this  greatest  enterprise  that  was  ever 
achieved  by  man— £(^. 
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A.  D.  983.  East  Greenland  discovered  by  the  Norwegians 

3  From  Pinkertoni  Modern  Geography,  ^ 
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ot  loelanden,  ivfao  planted  a  small  colony.  T\m  was  loi^ 
afterwards  shut  in  by  the  accumnlation  of  arctic  ice,  apd  en- 
tirely lost. 

lOOS.  M^'inland,  either  Newfoundland  or  Lalnradore,  was 
discovered  by  the  Icelanders,  but  soon  abandoned  and  for- 
j|ottm. 

14929  Auffust  Sd.  Columbus  connnenced  his  first  Toy- 
age.  12th  October  discovered  (juanahani,  one  of  the  Ba^ 
hama  group,  which  he  named  St  Salvador ^  now  named  Cat 
Idand.  In  this  voyi^,  besides  several  others  of  the  Bahama 
islands,  he  discovered  Cuto  mA  Hispaniola^  leaving  a  colony 
in  the  latter,  which  was  cut  o£Pby  the  natives.  He  rctuniea 
to  %>ain  from  this. voyage  on  the  ith  March  1493. 

1494,  September  25th.    Second  voyage  of  Columbui  be- 
gan}  in  which  he  discovered  the  Larrwbee  islands,  and  found- 
ed a  permanent  colony  in  Hispaniola  or  Haiti.    He  return*. 
kl  r.  m  this  voyage  in  1496. 

1497.  Giovanni  Gabotta,  a  Venetian,  employed  by  Henry 
VII.  of  England,  discovered  Newfoundland^  and  traced  thie 
eastern  coast  of  North  America  as  fiir  south  as  Virginia, 

1498.  Third  voyage  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  di«;oo- 
vered  Trinidad  and  tne  coast  of  Paria  in  South  America  { 

'  now  called  the  Spanish  Main  h^  the  English.     He  was  sent 
home  in  irons  from  Hispaniola  m  1500. 

1499.  Ojeda  was  sent  from  l^ain  to  interfere  with  the 
great  privileges  granted  to  Columbus  ;  but  did  very  little 
more  uian  retrace  some  of  his  previous  discoveries.  In  this 
Voyage,  as  already  mentioned,  Ojeda  was  accompanied  by 
Americus  VespuciuSf  who  usurped  the  right  of  giving  the  Nevi 
World  his  own  mune  America^  which  still  contmnes  universal, 

1500.  Cabrcd,  a  Portuguese  admiral,  while  on  a  voya^ 
4o  India,  accidentally  discovered  Brazil.  '^ 

In  this  year  likewise,  Corte  deReal,  a  Portuguese  naviga- 
tor, dis(x>vered  Labradore,  while  in  search  of  a  north-vett 
passage  to  India. 

1502.    Fourth  voyage  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  disco- 
I  vered  the  continental  coast,  from  Honduras  to  near  the  Isth- 
mus of  Darien. 

1^513.  Vasco  Nunez  de  JSafAoa,  descried  the  Paxf/ic  O- 
cean,  or  great  South  Sea,  and  waded  into  the  waves,  tdcing 
furoud  possession  for  the  crown  of  Spain ;  and  even  embark- 
ed on  niat  ocean  in  a  canoe,  as  a  more  formal  act  of  conquest. 

In  the  same  vear,  Florida  was  first  discovered  by  Ponce  de 
Leant  a  Spanish  offioor. 

1515. 
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1515.  The  ooutuifflxt  of  South  America  ww  eq^kuced 
down  to  tho  JBib  de  la  Piata. 

1519.  Cortex  began  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  wliich  he  ae- 
eompliahedin  1521. 

About  the  sam^  time*  Magalhaens,  usually  named  Magek 
laU}  explored  the  Pacific  Oceian, 

1526.  Pixarro  visited  the  coast  of  Peru,  which  he  Invad- 
ed in  15S0,  and  qfterviards  conquered. 
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Because  admiral  Dok  Christophkb  Columbus,  my  &> 
ther,  was  a  person  most  worthy  to  be  held  in  eternal  lemoni- 
br^ce,  it  seems  reasonable  that  this  son,  who  sailed  some 
time  alonff  with  him,  should  to  my  other  performances  ad4 
this  my  chiefest  work :  TTie  history  of  his  life,  and  of  his 
wonderjul  discovery  of  the  West  Indies, 

In  consequence  of  his  great  and  continual  sulferings,  and 

the  diseases  he  long^  laboured  under,  my  &ther  had  not  time 

to  reduce  his  own  notes  and  observations  into  historical  o|r- 

der  i  and  these  having  fallen  to  me,  enable  me  to  ejcecut^the 

present  undertaking.     Knowii^  that  many  others  had  un* 

dertaken  to  execute  this  task,  ilongddayed  its  performance. 

But,  having  read  those  other  narratives,  1  found  that  th^ 

exaggerated  m^uiy  circumstances,  had  passed  li^tly  over 

Other  matters  of  importance,  and  h^  ev^n  entirdy  omitted 

.much  that  wf^  d^erving  of  particular  notic^.    From  theee 

.considerations  I  have  been  mduped  to  publish  this  ^vork| 

.thinking  it  more  becoming  that  I  should  undergo . the  cen- 

si|re  of  wanting  skilj,  rather  than  to  permit  the  truth  respect* 

ing  my  noble  rather  to  remain  in  oblivion*    Whatever  may 

be  the  ffiult$  in  this  performance,  these  will  not  be  owing  to 

my  ignorance  of  the  truth  i  for  I  pledge  myself  to  set  down 

.nothuig  which  I  do  not  find  in  his  own  papers  or  letters,  or 

of  which  I  have  not  actually  been  a  witness. 

In  the  following  ^oik,  the  reader  will  find  a  fi^thfid  record 
of  1^  the  reasops  winch  induced  the  admiral  to  enter  upon 
hiji  great  and  glorious  and  successful  enterprize,  and  wiU 
iearn  how  far  fie  personally  proceeded  in  nis^«r  several 
voypges  to  the  >(ew  World*    He  will  see  what  great  luod 
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boDOUhible  artidei  were  oonbedcd  to  hiiii»  before  going  upon 
his  grmt  discovery*  by  Kipg  Ferdii^Mid  auod  Queen  Is^b^, 
-how  lias^jr  fl^  these  were  violated,  and  he  most  unworthily 
and  inhunuuily  treated,  after  perfonnina  soch  unparalleled 
servkes'i  how  fiir  he  established  the  al^urs  of  Hinaniola^ 
the  first  settlement  of  the  S^Muiiards  in  the  New  World  i  and 
what  ca^  he  took  that  the  Indians  should,  not  be  oppressed, 
but  rathw  prevailed  on  by  kind  us^ge  and  good  example  to 
canbraoe  the,  Catholic  faith.  |n  this  work j  likewise,  will  be 
found  a  fidthfiil  picture  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
Indians,  an  account  of  their  opinions  and  practices  respect- 
ing religion,  and  every  thing  that  can  reasonably  be  looked 
for  in  a  work  like  the  present :  The  foundation  for  which  was 
hdd  by  the  great  discoverer,  and  the  superstructure  raised  by 
me  his  own  son,  who  possessed  every  advantage  derivable 
from  a  liberal  education  and  the  possession  of  authnitic  ori- 
ginal documents,  to  fit  me  for  exeqituig  a  work  of  such  iuH 
portance. 


.  HEcnos  I. 

Qf  the  Cbuntry,  Original^  and  Name  of  Admiral  Christopher 
CoUadmSi  mth  other  partiadars  of  his  Life  previous  to 
his  arrival  in  Porti^al, 

It  is  a  material  circumstance  in  tlie  history  of  a  great  man 
to  make  known  his  country  and  original,  as  those  are  best 
esteemed  in  the  world  who  are  derived  from  noble  cities  and 
bom  of  illustrious  parents.  Wherefore  some  would  have  en- 
gaged me  to  prove  that  the  admiral  my  father  was  honour- 
flbfy  descended,  although  his  parents,  thou^  the  fickleness 
*of  rortune,  had  fallen  into  great  poverty*    Those  persons  re- 

2nired  me  to  prove  that  his  ancestors  descended  from  Junius 
1olon$is,  who,  as  Tacitus  relates,  brought  Mithridates  a 
prisoner  to  Rome,  for  which  service  he  was  nused  by  the 
Homan  people  to  the  consulate.  Tliey  would  likewise  have 
induced  me  to  ^ve  an  account  at  laige  of  the  two  illustrious 
Coioni  his  predecessors,  who  gained  a  great  victory  over  the 
Venetians,  as  recorded  by  Sabellius,  and  which  shall  be  men- 
tioned in  this  work.  But  considering  that  my  fiither  seemed 
to  have  been  peculiarly  chosen  by  the  Almighty  for  ttie  great 
work  which  he  performed,  and  may  be .  considered  in  some 
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mesmre  as  tn  apostle  of  the  Lord  bv  carryinff  the  gospel  a- 
mong  the  heathen  ;  and  that  the  otW  aposUes  were  called 
npon  from  the  sea  and  the  rivers,  and  not  from  courts  and 
palaces,  by  him  whose  progenitors  were  of  the  roval  blood 
of  the  Jews,  yet  who  was  pleased  that  they  should  be  in  a 
low  and  unknown  estate:  And  seeing  that  God  had  gifted 
roy  father  with  those  personal  qualities  which  so  well  fitted 
him  for  so  great  an  undertaking,  he  was  himself  inclined 
that  his  country  and  original  might  remain  hidden  and  ob- 
scure. 

Some  who  would  throw  a  cloud  upon  his  fame,  have  alleg- 
ed that  he  was  from  Nenii,  others  from  Cuguero,  ancl  others 
from  Bugiesco,  all  small  towns  in  the  Riviera  of  Genoa : 
"While  ouers  asain,  who  were  disposed  rather  to  exalt  hu 
origin,  say  that  ne  was  a  native  of  Savona,  others  of  Genoa, 
and  some  more  vain,  make  him  to  have  been  a  native  of 
Piacentia,  where  there  are  some  honourable  persons  of  the 
name,  and  several  tombs  having  the  arms  and  inscriptions  of 
the  family  of  Columbus,  which  was  the  usual  sirname  of  his 

Eredecessors ;  but  he,  in  compliance  with  the  country  where 
e  went  to  reside,  modelled  the  name  in  resemblance  of  the 
ancients  to  Colon,  thereby  distinguishing  the  direct  descent 
frt>m  the  collateral  lines.  • 

Many  names  have  been  given  by  secret  impulse,  to  denote 
the  effects  those  persons  were  to  produce ;  and  as.  most  of 
my  ikthers  affairs  were  guarded  by  some  special  providence, 
his  name  and  sirname  were  not  without  some  mysterious  sig- 
nification^. Thus,  considering  the  simame  of  his  ancestors, 
Columbus  or  Columba,  since  ne  conveyed  the  grace  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  into  that  New  World  which  he  discovered, 
shewing  Uie  knowledge  of  the  beloved  Son  of  God  to  those 
people  who  knew  him  not,  as  was  done  by  the  Hbhr  Ghost 
in  the  form  of  a  Dofve  at  the  baptism  of  St  John ;  and  because, 
like  Noahs  doye,  he  carried  the  olive  branch  and  the  oil  of 
baptism  across  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  to  denote  the  peace 
and  union  of  those  people  with  the  church,  which  had  long 
been  shut  up  in  the  ark  of  darkness  and  ignorance.  So  likewise 
of  the  sirname  of  Colon  which  he  revived,  which  was  appro- 

Eriate  to  him  as  signifying  a  member ;  and,  in  conjunction  with 
is  simame  of  Christopher,  denoted  that  he  was  a  member  of 
Christ,  by  whom  salvation  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the^  hea- 
then people  whom  he  discovered.     Thus,  as  St  Christopher 
received  that  name  because  be  carried  Christ  over  the  deep 
.'  ^^aters 
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vaten  with  grcut  daqger  to  hkmdf }  m  the  adovral  Chriito- 
pher  Coloaus,  inmloring  the  protection  of  Christ,  safely  cw- 
ried  hims^'  and  hit  people  over  the  unknown  ocean,  that 
thoie  Indian  nations  wbicii  he  disooTeiedi  o^t  becmne  dti- 
aens  ami  inluUiitants'of  the  heaveafy  4«mialem.  For  many 
souls,  whom  the  Devil  expected  tor  hiik  VMJ*  were  throu^^ 
hu  means  passed  throu^  the  walw  of  hiytisin,  and  made 
inhabitants  of  the  eteniM  gkvy  of  heawiv 

To  return  to  the  quality  and  persontjof  his  pn^nitors ; 
however  considerable  they  may  once  have  been,  it  is  certain 
that  they  were  reduced  to  poverty  and  want,  through  the 
kmff  wars  and  fections  in  Lombfurdy.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  diacover  in  what  manner  th^  lived  i  though  in  or >e  of  Iiis 
letters  the  admiral  asserted  that  his  anoeators  and  hij^iuclt 
had  always  traded  by  sea.  While  passing. through  Cuguero, 
I  endeavoured  to  receive  some  information  on  this  subject 
from  two  brothers  of  the  Coiombit  who  ware  the  richest  in 
those  parts,  and  who  were  reported  to  be  sogiewhat  related 
to  him)  but  the  youngest  of  them  being  above  an  hundred 
yeara  old,  they  could  stye  me  no  informatiiHi.  Neither  do  J 
oonosive  this  any  diSuMionr  to.  us  his  descendants}  as  I 
think  it  batter  that  ail  our  honour  be  derived  from  his  own 
person,  without  Inqiriring  whether  his  father  were  a  mer- 
chant, or  a  noblrtf  .ui  who  kqpt  hawks  and  hounds.  There 
have  been  thousands  such  in  all  parts,  whose  meniory  was 
soon  lost  among  tl^  Jr  neighbours  and  kindred,  so  tliat  no 
memorials  remain  of  there  ever  having  been  such  men.  I 
am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  nobility  of  such  men  would 
reflect  lees  hiftre  upon  me  than  the  hcmour  I  receive  from 
such  a  fiither :  Ami,  since  his  honourable  ^cploits  made  him 
stand  in  no  need  of  the  wealth  of  predecessors,  who  though 
poor  were  not  destitute  of  virtue,  he  ought  from  his  name 
and  worth  to  have  been  raised  by  authors  ^bove  the  rank  of 
mechanics  or  peasants. 

Should  any  one  be  disposed  to  aSRr  \  -.h?[  the  jpredecesaors 
cf  my  father  wer*  handicrafts,  founding  .';  >  o  the  asser*^'^'' 
of  Justiniani,  I  shall  not  engage  to  \:-ro%r  t  >, .  .^ntrary  j  iur» 
as  the  writing  of  Justiniani  is  not  to  't^^  ciinsidered  as  an  ar- 
ticle of  faith,  lo  I  have  recdved  the  contrary  frtim  a  tliou- 
aaiid  persons.  Neither  shall  I  endeavour  to  prove  the  falae- 
hood  oif  his  history  from  those  other  authors  who  hl^ve  writ- 
tea  concerning  my  fi^er ;  but  aball  convict  him  of  failfehood 
o;*t  oC. Wf  awa  writipgs  nwd  by  hJi.owsi^  tsf^im^  i  Ih^s  vf- 
■  ,,yw-^'     '■t  "  s  ^^,:.,;-.,..^ .- -  .       jifying 
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rifying  the  proverb  which  tmp  **  tiMrt  /mti  ot^i/  to  have  good 
meatoriet,**  becausi  othenriw  .  hey  cotttradict  themielves,  m 
Jutiniani  has  done  in  this  case,  oS  which  I  propo«e  to  eichi* 
bit  tofllcientprooA. 

In  his  comparLion  of  the  four  languages,  when  comment- 
ing  upon  that  passage  in  the  psahns,  **  In  omnem  terra* 
nun  exivit  sonus  eorum,"  he  says,  **  Thin  ChriHtopher  Co* 
lumbus  having  aoqnired  some  rudiments  of  learning  in  his 
tender  years,  spplied  himself  to  navigation  when  lie  came  to 
manhood,  and  went  to  Lisbon,  where  he  learned  casnu>gra« 
phy  from  a  brother  who  there  made  sea  charts ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  improvement,  and  by  discoursing  with  those 
who  bad  sailed  to  St  George  del  Minain  Africa,  and  throuj^ 
his  own  reading  in  cosmography,  he  entertained  thoughts  of 
sailing  towards  those  countries  which  he  afterwards  discover" 
ed."  Hence,  contrary  to  the  assertion  of  Justiniani,  it  ap- 
pears from  his  own  words  that  my  father  followed  o  handi- 
craft or  mechanic  employment,  but  devoted  his  chiidhood  to 
learning,  his  youth  to  nav^^on  and  cosmography,  and  his 
riper  years  to  discoveries.  Thus  Justiniani  ccuivictk  himself 
of  falsehood,  and  proves  himself  inconsiderate,  rash,  and 
maKcioni*  When  he  had  occasion  to  speak  of  so  reuowned 
a  person  who  reflected  so  great  honour  on  his  country,  al- 
Aoish  the  admirals  parents  had  even  been  very  mean,  it 
had  been  OMNPe  decent  in  mentioning  his  origin,  as  other  au- 
thors have  done,  to  have  s«d  that  he  was  of  low  parentage  or 
come  of  very  poor  people,  instead  of  fidsely  callinff  him  a  me- 
dmnlc,  as  he  did  in  his  Psalter,  and  afterwards  m  his  Curo- 
nide^  Even  supposing  he  had  not  contradicted  himself,  rea> 
soil  might  have  shewn  that  a  man  who  had  been  bred  up  in  a 
mechanical  employment,  must  grow  old  in  it  to  become  a  per- 
fect master,  and  could  not  from  his  yoath  have  travetted  into 
EO  iMny  countries,  or  have  attained  so  much  knowledge  and 
teaming  as  his  actions  demonstrate ;  more  a^iecially  in  those 
foor  principal  sciences  which  wore  so  iiraiqiensabiy  ne- 
oessary  to  fit  him  for  what  he  performed,  astronomy,  cosmo- 
graphy, geometry,  and  navigation.  It  is  not  much  to  be 
woodcred  that  Justiniani  should  be  guiity  of  untruth  in  this 
circumstance,  which  is  hidden,  since  ne  has  inserted  above  a 
dawn  fidsriioods  in  half  a  sheet  of  papier  in  his  Psalter,  in 
matters  eoncemuig  this  discovery  and  navigation,  uhid)  are 
wdl  knawn.  These  I  shall  briefly  mention,  without  stay:.8]|; 
to  give  him  any  answer,  that  |  may  not  interrupt  the  aeiaea 
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of  tlie  history  j  and  because  from  its  tenor,  and  by  what  ha» 
been  written  by  others  on  that  bubject,  the  falsehood  of  his 
writing  will  distinctly  appear. 

The,//'r.s7  fuUehood  is,  that  the  admiral  went  to  Lt^n  to 
learn  cosmography  from  a  brother  of  his  own  who  was  set- 
tled in  that  place.    This  is  utterly  contrary  to  the  truth  ;  since 
he  lived  in  that  city  before  the  arrival  of  his  brother,  and 
taught  his  brother  what  he  knew  instead  of  learning  from 
him.     The  second  falsehood  is,  that  their  Catholic  majesties 
Ferdinand  and   Isabella  accepted  his  proposal  at  his  first 
coming  to  Castile,  after  it  luul  been  seven  years  bandied  a- 
bout  and  rejected  by  all  men.     The  thirds  that  he  set  out 
u|X>n  his  discovery  with  two  ships ;  whereas  the  truth  is,  that 
he  hud  three  caravels  in  his  first  voyage.     Tlie  fourth^  that 
his  first  discovery  was  Hispaniola ;  whereas  the  first  land  he 
came  to  was  Guanalmni,  which  he  named  St  Salvador,  or  St 
Saviour.     The^/M,  that  the  island  of  Hispaniola  was  inha- 
bited by  cannibals ;  while  the  truth  is,  that  its  inhabitants 
were  the  best  and  most  civilizc<l  people  in  all  those  parts. 
The  sixthf  that  he  took  the  canoe  or  Indian  boat  which  he 
first  saw  by  force  of  arms  ;  whereas  it  is  certain  that  he  had 
no  hostilities  in  the  first  voyage  with  any  of  the  Indians,  and 
continued  in  peace  and  amity  with  them  until  his  departure 
from  Hispaniola.     The  seventh^  that  he  returned  by  way  of 
the  Canary  Islands,  which  is  by  no  means  the  proper  route* 
The  eight h^  that  he  dispatched  a  messenger  from  the  Cana- 
ries to  their  Catholic  majesties ;  whereas  it  is  certain  he  woh 
not  at  the^e  islands  on  his  return,  and  that  he  was  his 
own  messenger.     The  ninthy  that  he  went  with  twelve  ships 
on  his  second  voyage,  while  he  actually  had  seventeen,.    The 
tenthy  that  he  arrived  at  Hispaniola  in  twenty  days,  which 
is  too  short  a  time  to  reach  the  nearest  Islands ;  and  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  perform  the  second  voyage  in  two  months,  and 
besities  went  to  other  islands  much  farther  distant  before  go- 
ing to  Hispaniola.    The  eleventh^  that  he  immediately  after- 
wards went  from   Hispaniola  with   two  shins,  whereas  he 
certainly  went  to  Cuba  with  three  vessels.     The  twelfih  false- 
hood is,  that  Hispaniola  is  four  hours  (difference  in  longi- 
tude) distant  from  Spain  ;  while  the  admiral  reckoned  it  to 
be  five.     The  thirteenth^  to  add  one  to  the  doz(>n,  is  that  the 
western  point  of  Cuba  is  six  hours  distant  from  Hispaniola ; 
making  a  farther  distance  of  longitude  from  Hispaniola  to 
Cuba,  than  from  Spain  to  Hispaniola.    .     .,  .  .i  . 
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By  the  foregoing  examples  of  negligence,  in  inquiring  into 
the  truth  of  those  particulars  which  are  plain  and  easy  to 
have  been  learnt,  we  may  divine  what  inquiry  he  made  into 
those  which  are  obscure  and  in  which  he  contradicts  himself, 
as  already  proved.  But,  laying  aside  this  fruitless  controver- 
sy, I  shaU  only  add  that,  in  consideraticm  of  the  many  false- 
hoods in  the  Chronicle  and  Psalter  of  Justiniani,  the  senate 
of  Genoa  have  imposed  a  penalty  upon  any  person  within 
their  jurisdiction  who  shall  read  or  keep  those  books,  and 
liave  ordered  that  they  shall  be  carefully  sought  after  and  de- 
stroyed. 

To  conclude  this  disiquisition,  I  assert  that  the  admiral,  so 
far  from  being  a  person  occupied  with  the  vile  employments 
of  mechanics  or  handicrall  trades,  was  a  man  of  learning  and 
experience,  and  entirely  occupied  in  such  studies  and  exer- 
cises OS  fitted  him  for  and  became  the  glory  and  renown  of 
his  most  wonderful  disco''<?rics ;  and  I  shall  close  this  chap- 
ter witli  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  nurse 
of  Prince  John  of  Castile.  **  I  am  not  tlie  first  admiral  of 
my  family,  let  them  give  me  what  name  they  please.  After  all, 
that  most  prudent  king  David  was  first  a  shepherd,  and  was 
afterwards  chosen  king  of  Jerusalem ;  and  I  am  a  servant  to 
the  same  Lord  who  raised  him  to  so  great  dignity."  ..^i 

In  his  person  the  admiral  was  above  the  middle  stature 
and  well  shaped,  having  rather  a  long  visage,  with  somewhat 
full  cheeks,  yet  neither  fut  nor  lean.  His  complexion  was 
very  fair  with  delicately  red  checks,  having  fair  hair  in  his 
youth,  which  became  entirely  grey  at  thirty  years  of  nge.  He 
had  a  hawk  nose,  with  fair  eyes.  In  his  eating  and  drink- 
ing, and  in  his  dress,  he  was  always  temperate  and  modest. 
In  his  demeanour  he  was  affable  to  strangers  and  kind  and 
condescending  to  his  domestics  and  dependents,  yet  with  a 
becoming  modesty  and  dignified  gravity  of  manner,  temper- 
ed with  easy  j'loliteness.  His  regard  for  religion  was  so 
strict  and  sincere,  even  in  keeping  the  prescribed  fasts  and 
reciting  all  the  ofBces  of  the  church,  that  he  might  have 
been  supposed  professed  in  one  of  the  religious  orders ;  and 
so  great  was  his  abhorrence  to  profane  swearing  that  I  ne- 
ver heard  him  use  any  other  oath  than  by  St  Ferdinand  j 
and  even  in  the  greatest  passion,  his  only  imprecation  was 
"  God  take  you/'  When  about  to  wi'ite,  his  usual  way  of 
trying  his  pen  was  ii)  these  words,  Jm  cum  Mmia  sit  nobis 
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:  iUffidi  atid  in  so  iiiir  a  character  as  might  hate  sufficed  to^ 
gain  his  broad  by  writing* 

Passing  orer  mahy  partictihrs  of  hia  character^  manners^ 
Mtld  disposition!  which  will  appear  in  the  course  of  this  hisfeck 
fy,  I  shall  now  only  mention  that^  in  his  tender  years  he  ap^ 
plied  himself  to  such  studies  at  P«via  as  fitted  him  to  underu 
atand  cosmography^  his  favourite  science ;  for  which  purpoM 
he  chiefly  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  geometry  and  »* 
ttronomy,  without  which,  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  prc^- 
clency  in  cosmography*    Atid,  because  Ptdemyt  in  the  pre<> 
jbce  to  his  cosmogri^hy,  asserts  that  no  person  can  be  a 
good  cosmographer  without  a  thorough  knowledge  of  draw*   j& 
mg  i  he  therefore  learnt  to  draw,  80  as  to  be  M>le  to  deli-      ^ 
lieate  not  dnly  the  exact  outlines  df  countries,  but  to  express  % 
their  cosmographical  features,  whether  having  plain  suifaces  ^ 
or  intenpened  with  hills  and  vallies. 

Having  laid  a  foundation  in  the  before*mentioned  sciences^ 
he  went  to  sea,  and  made  severd  voyages  both  to  the  east 
and  west '  t  But  of  theses  and  many  other  circumstances  re- 
specting his  early  years  I  have  no  perfect  knowledge.  I  was 
80  young  at  his  deatn,  that  owing  to  filial  respect,  I  had  not  ;', 
the  boldne^  to  ask  an  account  from  him  of  ttie  incidents  of 
his  youth,  and  besides  I  was  not  then  interested  in  such  in^ 
ouiries.  But  some  account  of  these  things  may  be  gleaned  v 
m>m  hb  letters  to  their  Catholic  majesties,  to  whom  he  would 
Hot  dare  to  write  any  thing  but  the  truth*  In  one  of  these 
letters,  written  in  the  year  1501,  he  says, 

•*  Most  Serene  Princes !  I  went  to  sea  when  very  young, 
&hd  have  continued  to  the  present  day  {  and  this  art  of  navi- 
gation inclines  those  who  follow  it  to  be  desirous  of  discover- 
ing the  secrets  of  this  world*  It  is  now  forty  years  *  that  I 
have  been  sailing  to  all  those  parts  of  the  world  which  are 
fVeauented  at  present*  and  I  have  conversed  with  many 
^iie  and  learned  men,  both  clergy  and  laity,  Latins,  Greeks, 
Ihdians  and  Moors,  and  of  many  other  sects  and/  nations* 
God  has  been  favourable  to  my  inclination,  and  has  given 
toe  the  spirit  of  understanding,  so  thirt  I  have  become  very 

skilfol 

i  llih  tnuM  be  uAdentood  ai  rafeittng  to  voyage*  ia  the  Mcditemaeaa, 
ih  VetMCt  of  the  port  of  Oetioa.-^. 

9  Suppoiing  CoiunbiM  to  have  been  U  yean  of  age  on  tint  going  to 
Jtik,  it  may  be  concluded  that  he  was  bom  in  1447.  He  must  thcreioit 
have  been  45  years  old  when  he  let  out  in  149S  for  the  discovery  of  Ame* 
tica  i  and  59  year*  old  at  hi*  deaths  in  150S.— £. 
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gkilAiI  in  navigation,  with  a  oompetetat  knowledge  in  arith- 
metic, geometry,  and  astronomy,  and  both  genius  and  skill 
to  draw  nums  and  charts  of  this  world,  with  its  cities,  rivers, 
islands,  and  ports,  all  in  their  proper  places  and  proportions. 
During  my  whole  life,  I  have  endeavoured  to  see  and  under* 
stand  all  liooks  of posmography,  history,  and  phiIoiq)hy ;  by 
which  my  understanding  hath  been  enlightened  so  as  to  rn> 
able  me  to  sail  from  Europe  to  the  Indies,  and  God  hadi  in- 
clined me  to  put  this  design  into  execution.  Filled  with  this 
desire  I  came  to  your  highnesses;  and  after  all  who  had 
heard  an  account  of  my  proposed  undertaking  had  rejected 
it  with  scorn  and  contempt  as  visionary  and  impracticable ; 
in  your  highnesses  alone  1  found  judgment  to  believe  in  the 
practicability  of  my  proposal,  and  constancy  and  spirit  to 
put  it  into  execution." 

In  another  letter,  written  in  Januair  1495  from  Hispaniola, 
to  their  Catholic  majesties,  in  illustration  of  the  errors  nnd  mis* 
takes  common  in  voyages  and  the  piloting  of  ships,  he  thus 
writes,  "  I  was  formerly  sent  to  Tunis  by  King  Renee^  whom 
God  hath  since  taken  to  himself,  to  take  the  galeasse  called 
Femandina ;  and,  when  near  the  island  of  St  reter  off  Sar- 
dinia, I  was  informed  that  the  Femandina  was  accompanied 
by  two  ships  and  a  carack.  This  intelligence  dismayed  my 
people,  who  refused  to  proceed  in  the  enterprize,  and  de- 
manded to  go  back  to  Marseilles  for  another  ship  and  more 
men.  Finding  that  it  was  impossible  to  go  on  against  their 
inclinations,  without  a  stratagem,  I  pretended  to  yield  to 
their  desires ;  but  having  altered  the  card  of  the  ships  com- 
pass, I  set  sail  when  it  was  late,  under  pretence  of  making 
for  Marseilles.  But  next  morning  at  day-break,  when  all  on 
board  believed  we  had  been  sailing  for  Marseilles,  we  found 
ourselves  close  in  with  Cape  Carthagena  '." 

In  a  lueinoranduin  or  observation  tending  to  prove  that 
all  the  five  zones  are  habitable  by  the  experience  of  naviga- 
tion, he  thus  writes :  <*  In  February  1467, 1  sailed  an  hun- 
dred leagues  beyond  Thule,  or  Iceland,  the  n(Hth«m  part  of 
which  is  73  degrees  distant  from  the  equinoctial,  and  not  6S 
degrees  as  some  suppose ;  neither  docs  it  lie  upon  the  line 
where  Ptolemy  begins  the  West,  but  considerably  more  to 
the  westwards.  To  this  island,  which  is  as  large  as  England, 
the  English  carry  on  trade,  especially  from  the  port  of  Bris- 
tol. 

3  Or  rather  Cipe  Carthago,  on  the  coait  of  Barbary  near  Tuni8.--E, 
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tol.  When  I  was  there  tlie  sea  was  not  frozen,  but  the  tides 
were  so  great  that  in  some  places  it  rose  and  fell  twenty-six 
fathoms  ^.  I  have  likewise  been  in  the  Portuffuese  fort  of 
St  George  del  Mina,  under  the  equinoctial,  ana  can  witness 
ihat  it  is  not  uninhabitable,  as  some  have  supposed."  In  his 
book  respectinff  his  first  voyage,  he  says  that  he  saw  some 
mermaids  on  the  coast  of  Menegueta,  but  that  they  were  not 
by  any  means  so  like  ladies  as  represented  in  paintings.  In 
another  place  he  says,  that,  in  several  voyages  between  Lis- 
bon and  Guinea,  he  had  observed  that  a  degree  on  the  earth 
corresponds  to  56  miles  and  two  thirds.  He  notices  having 
seen  mastick  drawn  from  some  trees  in  the  island  of  Scio, 
one  of  the  isles  in  the  Greek  Archipelago. 

In  one  place  of  his  own  writings  he  says  that  he  had  been 
at  sea  durmg  twenty-three  years,  without  being  on  shore  for 
any  length  of  time;  and  had  seen  all  the  countries  of  the 
east  and  west,  and  towards  the  north,  particularly  England 
and  Guinea ;  yet  hiad  never  seen  any  harbours  that  could  be 
compared  for  goodness  with  those  which  he  had  discovered 
in  the  West  Indies.  He  says  farther,  **  I  went  first  to  sea 
at  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  have  followed  that  profession 
ever  since."  In  his  note  book  of  his  second  voyage  he  says, 
**  I  had  two  ships,  one  of  which  I  lefb  at  Porto  Sancto,  for 
a  certain  reason,  where  it  continued  one  dayj  and  on  the 
day  following,  I  rdoined  it  at  Lisbon  ' }  because  I  encoun- 
tered a  storm,  and  had  contrary  winds  at  south-west,  and 
the  other  ship  had  contrary  winds  at  south-east."  From 
these  instances  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  had  great  expe- 
rience in  sea  affairs,  and  that  he  had  visited  many  countries 
and  places,  before  he  undertook  his  great  discovery. 

^  Section 

4  It  ii  lughly  probable  that  the  original  translator  may  have  here  mista- 
ken the  braccio  of  1.91 7  English  feet,  for  the  fathom  of  C  feet.  In  fa- 
thoms, this  tide  rises  to  the^  incredible  height  of  156  feet ;  whereas  in  brae- 
ciojt  it  amounts  only  to  49  feet :  And  besides  there  are  braccios  considera- 
bly shorter  than  the  one  here  assumed. — £. 

5  There  is  srnne  inexplicable  ambiguity  in  this  passage,  which  the  origi- 
nal trandator  must  have  miaunderstooi?,  and  which  cannot  now  be  explam^ 
ed.— E. 
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Of  his  Jirst  coming  to  Portugaf,  and  the  cause  or  maUvis  cf 
hisprofonng  to  daeever  the  West  Indies. 


^■ 


TilE  occasion  of  his  first  coming  into  Portngiil,  aroM 
feom  his  attachment  to  a  famons  man  of  his  name  and^fimii* 
ly,  named  Oolttmbus,  Ions  renowned  on  tlie  sea  as  oomnnnd- 
er  of  a  fleet  against  the  mfikids ;  insonmch  that  eve^  in  His 
own  country  his  name  was  used  to  frifl^tcn  young  ehildreii* 
This  man,  known  by  the  nwne  of  Ooiumbus  the  youngs  t» 
distingoish  him  from  another  great  sea  ca|)tain  of  the  same 
name,  was  a  person  of  great  prowess,  and  must  have  com- 
manded a  goodly  fleet,  as  he  ci^ptured  at  one  time  four  Ve- 
netian sallevs,  of  such  size  and  strength  as  I  could  not  have 
believed  unless  I  had  seen  them  fittea  out  Of  this  Ck^m- 
bus  junix^,  MaTc  Anthony  Sabellicus,  the  Li^  c^  our  fu;e» 
says,  in  the  eighth  book  ot  his  tenth  decade,  that  he  liveaat 
the  time  when  Maximilian  the  son  of  the  Emperor  Frederidt 
III.  was  chosen  king  of  the  Romans ;  and  tiiat  Jerom  t)o- 
nato  was  sent  ambawulor  from  Venice  to  return  thanks  to 
John  II.  king  of  Portugal,  for  having  relieved  and  clothed 
the  crews  of  their  great  galleys  so  as  to  enable  them  to  r^ 
turn  to  Venice.  These  galleys  were  returning  fix>m  Fhm- 
ders,  when  they  were  encountered  and  taken  by  the  famous 
corsair  Columbus  junior,  who  8tri{n)ed  their  whde  crews  and 
turned  them  ashore  on  the  coast  of  Portugal. 

The  autliority  oS  so  grave  an  author  as  Sabellicus,  su£S- 
ciently  proves  the  malice  of  Justiniani  who  makes  no  men- 
tion whatever  of  this  incident,  evidently  lest  the  family  cS 
Columbus  might  appear  less  obscure  than  he  was  di^iosed  to 
hold  it  out  to  the  world.  If  in  this  he  erred  through  igiio> 
ranee,  he  is  not  the  less  worthy  of  blame  for  having  uMer- 
taken  to  write  the  history  of  his  country  without  making 
himself  acquainted  with  so  signal  a  victory,  of  which  even 
the  enemies  of  Genoa  make  mention.  Even  Sabellicus  in 
his  eighth  book,  mentions  the  great  discovery  of  the  admi** 
nd,  though  less  obliged  to  inquire  into  it,  but  without  adding 
the  twdve  lies  which  Justiniani  inserted. 

To  return  to  the  matter  in  hand.    While  the  admiral  my 
father  sailed  along  with  Columbus  junior,  which  \a  long  did, 
V  toL.  m.  -..  .^.Ji.  ,,:       .  .,.;:  thesy  , 
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theyreedTcd  intoUigenoe  of  four  larae  Venetian  giUleyi  haimg 
on  their  vovage  from  Fianders,  una  going  in  quest  of  thenit 
came  up  with  them  near  Cape  St  Vincent  on  the  onait  of 
Portugal.  A  furious  contest  took  plaoe»  in  which  the  hostile 
y^rmh  gnftpkul  with  each  other,  and  the  crewk  fought  witli 
the  utmost  nufc,  not  onlv  using  their  hand  weapons  out  arti- 
ficial fii'e>works.  The  fight  continued  with  great  fury  from 
morning  till  ni^ht  i  when  the  veuel  in  which  mv  father  was 
took  4i«,  as  did  likewise  a  great  VenuUan  galley  to  which 
she  was  fast  grappled  by  strung  iron  hooks  md  chains.  In 
this  dreadful  situation  neither  of  them  could  be  relieved,  on 
account  of  the  confusiwi  and  terror  of  fire,  which  increw^od 
40;  rapidly  that  all  who  were  able  of  both  crews  leapt  into  the 
water,  prelerrinff  thut  death  to  the  torture  of  fire.  In  this 
emcigwcy,  my  ttttlier  being  an  excellent  swimmer,  and  hav« 
ing  Urn  ^(ood  fortune  to  lay  hoU  of  an  oar,  made  for  the 
land,  which  was  little  more  than  two  kagues  distant.  Some- 
times  swimming,  and  at  other  times  restinsr  on  the  oar,  it 
pleased  God,  who  preserved  him  tor  the  accomplishment  of 
greater  designs,  that  he  had  sufiicieiit  strength  to  attain  the 
diore,  but  so  cxhausteii  by  hin  exertions  and  by  long  continue 
ance  in  tlie  water  that  he  had  much  ado  to  recover.  Being 
not  fiir  from  Lisbon,  where  he  kriew  that  many  Genoese  his 
countrymen  then  dwelt,  he  made  all  haiite  to  diat  city ; 
wheM  making  himself  known,  he  was  courteouaiy  received 
tuul  entfirtuinml  by  the  Genoese. 

After  remaining  some  time  at  Lisbon,  where  he  behaved 
himself  honouraluy,  being  a  man  of  comely  appearance,  it 
happened  that  Donna  FeTipa  Monia,  a  lady  of  good  family, 
then  a  boarder  in  the  nuimery  of  All-Saints  whetlier  my  la- 
ther used  to  go  to  mass,  fell  in  love  with  him  and  married 
him.  The  fiither  of  his  lady,  Peter  Monis  Perestrello,  being 
dead,  the  newly  married  {luir  went  to  live  with  the  widow  j 
who  seeing  her  son-in-law  much  addicted  to  cosmography, 
informed  him  that  her  husband,  Perestrello,  had  open  a 
great  seafiortng  man,  and  had  gone  with  two  otlier  captains 
to  make  id^Koveries  with  the  license  of  tlio  king  of  Portugal, 
and  under  an  agreement  that  they  were  to  divide  their  disco- 
veries into  three  portioas,  and  each  to  have  a  share  by  lot. 
That  accordingly  they  had  sailed  from  Lisbon  towards  the 
south-west,  where  they  discovered  the  islands  of  Madeira 
luid  Porto  Sancto,  places  which  had  ntvrr  been  seen  before. 
And  OS  Madeira  was  ihe  largest,  they  divided  it  into  two  por- 
tions. 
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tW  third,  which  bed  .Jlen  to 
th«  lot  or  h«r  hiuband  PemtrtUo,  who  oontimMd  in  the  go- 
vernment of  that  island  till  hit  death. 

The  admiral  beinff  much  delighted  widi  the  rektiom  of 
•ea  voyagM,  his  mother-in-hiw  gave  him  the  jouiliab  and 
sea  charts  which  had  been  left  by  her  husband,  whidi  excit- 
ed his  curiosity  to  make  inquirv  res|)ecting  the  other  voyfges 
which  the  Portuouese  had  made  to  St  Oeorge  dd  Mhia  and 
the  coast  of  Oumea,  and  he  enioyed  great  delight  in  dis- 
coursing with  such  as  had  sailed  to  those  parts.  I  cannot 
certainly  determine  whether  he  ever  went  to  Minaor  Ghd- 
nea  durins  the  life  of  this  wife.  But  while  he  resided  in 
Portugal  he  seriously  reflected  on  the  information  he  had 
thus  received  {  and  concluded,  as  the  Portuguese  had  made 
discoveries  so  fer  to  the  southward,  it  was  reasonable  to  con- 
clude that  land  might  be  discovered  by  sailing  to  the  west- 
wards. To  assist  his  iu(La;ment,  lie  again  went  over  the  oos- 
mographers  which  he  hacifonnerly  studied,  aiid  considered 
maturely  the  astronomical  reaeons  which  corroborated  this 
new  opinion.  He  carefully  weighed  likewise  the  information 
and  opinions  on  thu  subject  of  all  with  whom  he  conversed, 
particularly  sailors.  From  on  attentive  consideration  of  oU 
that  occurred  to  him,  he  at  loiffth  com^Iuded  that  there  must 
be  many  lands  to  the  west  of  the  Canary  and  C^pe  de  Vcrd 
islands }  and  that  it  must  be  perfectly  possible  to  sail  to  and 
discover  them.  But,  that  it  may  distinctly  i^Bpear  by  what 
train  of  aivuments  he  came  to  deduce  so  vast  an  undertaking, 
and  that  I  may  satisfy  those  who  are  curious  to  know  the 
^motives  which  induced  him  to  encounter  so  great  danger, 
and  which  led  him  to  his  great  discovery,  I  shall  now  endea* 
vour  to  relate  what  I  have  found  among  his  own  piqpers  re» 
spccting  this  matter. 

The  motives  which  induced  my  father  to  undertake  the 
discovery  of  the  West  Indies  were  three.  Natural  reason, 
authority  of  authors,  and  the  testimony  of  sailors.  From 
natural  reason  mv  fether  concluded  that  the  whole  sea  and 
land  of  this  work!  composed  a  globe  or  sphere,  which  mi^t 
assuredly  be  gone  round,  so  that  men  should  stand  with  thdr 
feet  directly  against  the  feet  of  other  men,  in  any  precisely 
opposite  parts  whatever.  Secondly^  he  took  it  for  granted 
upon  the  authority  of  approved  authors  that  a  great  portion 
of  our  globe  had  been  already  travelled  over  and  explored  { 
and  that  it  now  only  remained  to  discover  the  wholei  so  as 
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Ip  inaloe  loifmn  what  was  conUoned  in  the  vacant  ifpaoe 
whioli  ipm^ned,  between  the  eartern  boundarks  dT  In^ 
which  were  known  to  jPlokny  aad  Marimis,  and  tbow  our 
Miiil^  diiopy«»ed  western  parts  of  the  coast  of  Alirioa  laid 
1^  AiMji^and  Cape  Verd  wlandi,  the  most  westerly  which 
freve  yet  known.  7Slfr<%,  he  concluded  that  Uib  still  un- 
known sMibe,  biiween  the  eastern  limits  known  to  Marilhis 
wd  fhe  Ciqpe  Verds,  could  not  exceed  a  third  part  of  Uie  ctr« 
euinference  of  the  ^be  i  since  Mforinus.had  already  dcfecrilxd 
4^  hours  towards  the  eMt*  out  ot'  the  94  parts  ox  hours  into 
i|4nch  Ae  drcumference  of  the  world  is  dividt^  by  the  diurnal 
4|Ntrfife  of  the  sun  i  and  therefore  to  return  in  an  easterly  di- 
Meti^n  to  the  Cape  Verd  islands  from  the  limits  discovered  by 
Mfurinus,  or  to  proceed  westwly  from  these  islands  to  meet  the 
eastern  limits  <m  Marinus,  required  ority  to  pass  over  about 
8  puts  in  84  of  the  circumference  of  the  eeith  <« 

He  reckonedt^Tiii^A/y,  that  as  Uib  cosmography  of  Marinua 
Ihad  giv«»  an  account  of  fifteoi  hours  at  parts  o^the  circum* 
ftfence  (^the  alobe  eastwards,  and  had  not  yet  attained  to  a 
knowlec^  of  Uie  eastern  extremity  of  the  laitd}  it  foOowed  cf 
GOursA  uai  thiH  eastern  extremity  murt  be  condderabfy  be* 
yo^id  1  Jxtse  known  limits }  and  consequentlyi  that  the  farther 
tt  esr^idiBd  eastwards,  so  much  the  nearer  it  must  approach 
fm  the  CfU>e  Verd  islands,  or  the  thcfi  known  Western  limitk 
ofthegloDe:  And,  if  this  space  Wvi>  seat  it  Inight  be  easily 
sailed  over  in  a  sh^  time  j  and  if  land,  that  it  would  be  m-jch 
sooner  discovered  hy  sailing;  to  the  west,  since  it  must  be  much 
nearer  to  these  isLmds  in  that  direction.  To  this  Inay  bead* 
dc4  what  is  related  by  Strabo  in  his  Fifteenth  Book,  that  no 
army  ever  penetrated  to  the  eastern  bounds  Of  Itidia,  which 
acc(MPdii^  to  Cttsias  is  as  extensive  as  all  the  rtat  of  Asiai 
Onesicritus  affirms  that  India  is  a  foil  third  part  of  the  world  | 
arid  Nearchus  says  that  it  is  four  months  journey  in  a  straight 
Use  from  west  to  east.  Plinv,  in  the  I7th  Qiap.  of  bis  6th 
Book',  says  that  India  is  a  third  part  cS  the  eaith,  and  that 
oonsequratly  it  must  be  nearer  Spain  in  the  western  than  in 
the  eastern  direction. 

^  The  fifth  argument  which  induced  the  admiral  to  believe 

th<M;  the  distance  in  a  western  direction  to  India  was  small, 

was  taken  from  the  opinion  of  Alfragranns  and  his  folbwenH 

•  who 


1  b  hitrsMoning,  by  aimie  error  which  canaot  be  new  colfSeMd,  4 
twent]r-fburth  part,  or  one  hour,  is  omitted.— £.  <t^> 
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whQ  €Miipatecl  «bo«ii<own%rcaee  of  |1m  glob*  m  anolk  leu 
tluui  ■11  otker  ooMnognmhicial  writers^  •■  tk^  oaim,tlkm9d 
5(^  milM  to  a  dfsree  o^  longitiul9>  Whcno*  my  &th«  in- 
igmd,  that  tke  miol»  globe  beipcMnatt,  the  «Blait<tf  that 
tyrd  part  whidi  rnnaiyad  to  be  cUacoverad  nuut  nwrfiriW 
be  proportkmaUy  smoU  likewiw )  and  might  themfiMB  bibwjh 
ed  over  in  a  short  timek  And,  as  the  eastern  bound^dViMbi 
were  not  yet  discovered,  and  must  lie  coiisiderab]|y  nearer  oi 
towards  the  west,  he  therefore  conaii^redthiit  the  lands  wtiich 
he  might  discover  in  his  propos^  expedition  westwards  might 
property  be  denominated  the  |[])di«i|.  tieppe  it  iHRP^ara  how 
much  Roderick  the  archdeacon  of  Sevilb  waa  vrons  in 
blaming  the  adfllirai  for  calling  Uiose  ports  the  Indies  which 
were  not  so^  Uut  the  admiral  did  not  call  them  the  Indies 
as  having  been  seen  or  diseovered  by  any  other  persqf|^|  but 
as  being  in  his  opinion  the  eastern  part  of  India  beyiinci  the 
Ganges,  to  which  no  cosmoM^rapher  had  ev^  assi^ed  any 
pirecne  HmitH,  or  made  it  to  border  upon  any  odier  oountry 
nirther  to  the  east,  (onsidering  those  unknown  parts  <^  ^(^ 
India  to  hpr  ior  on  the  ocean.  And  becatt'-e^he  behevod 
those  countries  which  he  expected  to  discover  fonnedtfaiB 
eastern  and  formerly  unknown  lands  of  India,  and  had  do  m> 
propriate  na^ie  of  their  own,  he  ther^re  gave  them  tbo 
name  of  the  nearest  known  country,  and  Called  then  th« 
West  Indies,  He  was  so  mudi  the  more  indBced  to  choose 
tlus  appeliation  that  the  riches  and  wealtji  of  India  were  well 
known,  .and  he  thereb;|t  expected  the  more  readilv  to  indape 
thdr  Catholic  Maiesties  to  accede  to  his  proposed  undertali* 
ing,  of  the  success  of  which  they  were  doubtlhl}  by  saying 
that  he  intended  to  discover  the  way  to  India  by  the  west : 
And  he  was  desirous  of  being  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
crown  of  Castile,  in  prefer«ice  to  auy  other. 

The  second  ii\otive  which  enoouraaed  the  admiral  to  on- 
dertake  his  great  enterprize,  and  which  might  reasonab^ 
induce  him  to  call  the  countries  he  proposed  to  tlisoover  t^ 
the  name  of  the  Indies,  was  derived  from  tke  auth<mty  of 
learned  men  j  who  had  affirmed  that  it  was  possible  to  Mill 
from  the  western  coast  of  Africa  and  Spain  to  the  eastern 
bounds  of  India  by  Uie  westwards,  and  that  the  sea  which  lay 
between  these  limits  was  of  no  great  extent  This  ii  affirmed 
irr  Aristotle,  in  his  Second  iMok  of  the  Heaven  and  of  the 
World*  as  explained  by  Averroes  i  in  which  he  says  that  a 
person  may  sail  from  India  to  Cadiz  in  a  few  days^    Seneca, 

in 
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m  fall  book  of  Natare»  nBcedngnpon  the  kaowMce  of  Uiis 
wofU  ••  iiMiflDificant  in  oonpari«»i  with  what  Adl  be  al- 
tained  in  a  ftnnrelife,  nji  that  a  ship  may  aail  iora  fcw  days 
with  a  iux  t»faid  firom  Spain  to  India.  And  if,  as  K»ne  wp" 
popli  tlia  tame  Seneca  were  the  author  of  tlie  tracediet,  he  at- 
'      Uinadf  to  the  samepurpoie  in  the  following  chonit  of 


\  Vtaieatuak 

flteaia  firis,  qoibM  Omuw 
Yiacuh  twum  bnt«  «k  iagCM 
Bttnt  tdhMt  Typhyaqot  Mmw 
Dd^pt  oi1iw>  me  Mt  tnrk 
Ukiaa  Thole. 

<'  Tliere  will  come  an  a^  in  latter  tines,  when  the  ocean 
shall  loosen  the  bonds  of  thmgs,  and  a  great  country  shall  be 
disoorered ;  when  another  T^hys  shainind  out  new  worlds, 
and  Thide  shall  no  longer  remain  the  ultimate  boundary  of 
fheearth." 

This  prophecy  has  now  certainly  been  fulfilled  by  my  &ther. 
In  the  first  nook  ofhis  OoamographT,  Strabo  says  that  the  ocean 
encompasses  the  whde  earai ;  that  in  the  cast  it  washes  the 
shorca  of  India,  and  in  the  west  those  of  Mauritania  and 
Spain;  and  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  vast  magmtndc  of  the 
Atlantic,  men  might  easily  sail  in  a  short  time  from  the  one 
to  the  oUier  upon  the  same  parallel ;  and  he  repeats  the  sfuoae 
opinion  in  his  second  book.  Pliny,  in  the  Second  Book  of 
Jbii  Natural  History,  Chap  ili.  cays  Uiat  the  ocean  siirroonds 
aO  the  earth,  and  attends  from  east  to  west  between  India  and 
Oulia.  The  asme  author,  in  his  Sixth  Book,  Chap.  xxxi.  and 
Solinus  hi  the  sixty-eight  chapter  of  the  Remarkable  Things 
of  die  World,  say  that,  firom  the  islands  of  the  Goigonides, 
whidi  are  supposed  to  be  those  of  Cape  Verd,  it  was  fi>rtv 
di^  sail  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  Hoperidesj  ^hicfa 
islands  the  admiral  concluded  were  those  of  the  West  Indies. 
Marco  Polo  the  Venetian  traveller,  and  Sir  John  Mande- 
vilie,  say  that  they  went  much  farther  eastward  than  was 
known  to  Ptolemy  and  Marinus.  Perhaps  these  travellers 
do  not  mention  any  eastern  sea  beyond  their  discoveries  j  yet 
from  tihe  accoynts  which  they  give  of  the  east,  it  may  be  rea- 
sonably inferred  that  India  is  not  far  distant  from  l^pain  and 
Africa.    Peter  Aliacns,  in  his  treatise  on  the  Figure  of  the 
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Earth,  m  the  eighth  Chapler  i«peedDff  the  extent  flniibU^ 
hnd,  and  iulius  G^riloUnnf  i^ton  inhahitahle  pleUet,  iad  in 
several  other  treetiacs,  both  aaiert  that  S|Mki  and  ImUa  aw 
ndghbouM  towtfda  the  iieat4  ThehrtterMtlior«faithenhie- 
teenth  Chluplwi'  of  his  Cmmogntfhj  says,  Moonihig  to  die 
ofuniofi  of  VliM  and  other  j^ikismars,  die  ocean  #hiiph 
stretches  frOm  the  western  sltores  or  Spahi  and  Africstn  the 
eastern  limits  of  India  Is  of  ho  mat  extent,  and  m^gbl  mt- 
tainly  be  sailed  oTer  in  a  few  days  with  a  fiur  wind  j  ind 
therefore  that  the  beginning  of  India  eastwards  caanM  h$  &r 
dtotantfromdie  western  limits  of  Afirica.  '    >  (^ 

From  these  and  similar  authorities  of  eminent  irrftei^t  the 
ttdmihil  was  led  to  beliere  that  he  had  formed  a  sotfnd  opinion 
no  this  sntgecti  add  he  was  much  enoourdged  to  undertake 
bis  ^rtl|)Osed  toyage  of  discovery  bv  his  contemporary  l^ud, 
physidan  to  Sionior  Dmninico  of  ^renoe.  Inia  Paal  cor- 
responded with  Ferdinand  L(^>es,  a  canon  of  Lisbon,oonoem- 
ing  the  vOTages  which  hod  been  undertaken  to  Guinea  in  the 
reign  of  Kinff  A^honzo  of  Portugal,  and  concemimgrfuturo 
discoveries  which  might  be  made  to  the  westwards.  The  ad*> 
mind,  who  was  always  exceedineiy  ardent  m  Stquiries  on 
these  topics,  came  to  the  knowledge  of  this  correspondence  i 
and  soon  aft^^ards,  by  means  of  Laurentio  Oirarde)  a  FJ4>- 
rentine  who  dien  resided  in  Lisbon,  entered  into  correnpon- 
dence  vrith  Paul  on  this  snl^ect,  acquainting  him  with  his 
deugn,  and  sending  him  a  small  terrestrial  globe*  The 
cotauminications  from  Paul  on  this  subject  are  as  tollow ; 

**  To  Christopher  Columbns,  Panlthe  Physieian  wkheth 
heolthi  I  perceive  the  noble  and  earnest  d^ire  which  you 
entertain  to  saU  to  those  parts  which  produce  spices  i  and 
therefore,  in  answer  to  your  letter,  I  send  you  one  which  I 
wrote  some  time  aso  to  a  friend  of  mine,  a  servant  to  the 
kintt  of  Portugal,  before  the  wars  of  Castile^  in  answer  to  one 
he  had  wi^itten  to  me  by  the  order  of  his  hj^^ess  upon  this 
same  subject  i  and  I  send  you  a  sea  chart  smiiiar  to  the  one 
I  sent  to  him,  which  will  satisfy  your  donands.  'Ilie  copy  of 
that  letter  is  thist" 

**  To  Ferdinand  Martinez,  Paul  the  physician  wisheth 
liealthw~*'I  ri^oice  to  learn  the  fiuniliority  which  you  have  with 
your  most  serene  and  magnificent  king;  ancj^  although  1 
have  oiien  discoursed  concerning  the  snort  way  by  sea  iroin 
hence  to  the  Indies  where  spice  is  produced,  which  I  consid^ 
to  be  shorter  than  that  you  now  take  by  the  coast  of  Guinea  ; 
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yf)t  you  QQw  infonn  me  t)iai  hi^  hidwess  requires  me  to  ex- 
piain  and  demQUstrate  Uw  i^y  (^initm,  so  that  it  mav  be  nii- 
ditn^liocl  aiKl  reduced  to  practice.  Tbereforet  though  I  could 
Ijfftljeir  shew*  it  with  a  dohe  in  my  hand,  40  as  to  make  him 
iniiible  of  ihe  %ai«  and  dim^sions  of  tjhe  world  j  yet  I  have 
Twlved  to  makfe  it  a^  easy  imd  inteUinhle  as  possible  by  de- 
foedtiiur  thift  way  upon  a  chart,,  such  as  is  used  in  naviffa- 
tiiiP»  wWefore  I  now  send  one  to  his  majesty,  drawn  oy 
m  91S3I  hand  s  in  which  I  have  set  down  die  utmost  bounqs 
of  liie  vesjt,  ^om  Ireland  in  the  north  to  the  farthest  parts 
of  Guinea,  with  all  the  islands  that  lie  in  the  way :  Opposite 
ifi,  whichi  western  coast,  the  b^inning  of  the  Indies  is  de- 
lineated, with  the  islands  and  places  to  which  you  may 
m,  and  how  Sue  you  mav  bend  from  the  nooth  pole  towards 
mo  ec^ainoctial,  and  for  now  long  a  tinier  that  is,  how  manv 
leagues  you  must  salt  beiv^re  you  arrive  at  those  places  which 
«re  most  fruits  in  all  sorts  of  spice,  in  jewds  and  precious 
sfeones, 

■'fi  "  Do  not  wonder  that  I  term  the  country  where  the  spice 
m  produced  in  the  we^t,  because  that  [voduction  has  been 
oeneniUy  aicribed  to  ,tl^  east :  Since  those  who  m|iy  iiail  to 
we  westward  will  always  find  those  places  in  the  vfest,  which 
those  who  travel  by  land  eastwards  must  ^d  in  the  cast.  The 
stnu^t  lines  that  run  lengthways  in  the  chart  shew  the  dis- 
tnnoes  from  east  to  west,  and  the  other  lines  which  cross  these 
at  rrisbt  angles  shew  the  distances  from  north  to  south.  I 
have  likewise  represented  in  the  chart,  several  places  in  India 
n^ere  ships  may  take  shelter  in  any  storm  or  contrary  wind, 
or  0^  occasion  of  any  imforeseen  accident.  Moreover,  to 
give  vou  full  information  re^pectinff  all  those  places  of  which 
you  uiquire,  you  must  uuderstantfthat  none  but  traders  re- 
side in  these  islands,  in  which  as  great  a  number  ot  ships  and 
makers,  and  as  great  quantities  of  mi  rchaiidize  is  to  be 
ipund«  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  world ;  niore  particularly 
in  a  most  noUe  port  called  Zacton  *,  where  there  ore  every 
^ear  100  large  ships  loaded  and  unloaded  with  pepper,  besides 
many  other  ships  which  take  in  other  kinds  ol'  spice.  This 
country  is  cxoeedingfy  populous,  and  contains  many  provinces 
and  kingdoms  and  cities  innumerable,  under  the  dominion  of 

V>*«i^''-     •      ••  * 

9  Paul  here  evidently  speaks  of  the  empire  of  China,  and  the  port  here 
■amed  2^cton  or  Zaiton*  maybe  that,  now  called  Canton,  although  spice 
«ertainly  it  not  the  produce  of  that  country.— £. 
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a  lofereiffn  called  the  Great  Chani,  whiob  tide  signifim  ^ 
king  of  Kuigsy  who  usually  resides  in  the  province  of  -Cae 
thay'. 

**  The  predecessors  of  the  great  chom  were  very  desirous 
tQ  have  amity  and  ooironerce  with  the  Christians;  and  SOQ 
years  ago  sent  ambassadors  to  the  pope,  desiring  hiin  to  send 
many  learned  men  and  doctors  to  instruct  than  in  onr  huiy 
faith  {  but  by  reason  of  some  obsEacles  which  these  ambwso 
dors  encountered,  thev  returned  back  without  connng  to 
Rome.  There  came  however  in  our  day  an  ambassador 
irom  those  parts  to  Popo  Sugenius  IV.  who  told  him  of  th^ 

Seat  friendship  which  subsisted  between  these  priuces  and 
eir  pecqple  with  the  Chri^ttans  I  discoursed  at  large  with 
this^  person  upon  several  matters,  respecting  tlie  spiendour  oji 
their  royal  buildings,  the  great  length  and  breadth  of  their 
rivors,  and  many  other  topics.  He  told  me  many  wond^'!> 
fid  things  of  the  multitude  of  cities  and  towns  along  the  banks 
of  the  rivers ;  insomuch  that  there  were  200  cities  ujiion  one 
river  alone,  having  marble  bridges  over  it  ot  wonderful  length 
and  breadth,  and  adorned  with  numerous  pillars.  This  coun» 
try  deserves  as  well  as  any  other  to  be  explored ;  and  great 
profit  may  be  made  by  trading  thither,  as  it  abounds  in  vaaaf 
valuable  commodilies,  and  with  gold,  silver,  all  kinds  of  pre? 
clous  stones,  and  spices  of  all  sorts.  It  is  likewise  certain 
that  many  wise  men,  philosophers,  astronomers,  and  others, 
exceedingly  ingenious  and  skilled  in  the  arts  and  scieneeik 
govern  the  numerous  provinces  of  that  mighty  empire,  and 
command  its  armies. 

«  From  Lisbon  directly  westwards,  there  are  in  the  chart 
which  I  now  transmit  twenty-six  spaces,  each  of  which  con* 
tains  250  miles,  or  6500  miles  in  all,  to  the  vast  and  most 
noble  city  of  Qjusay  ^,  which  is  100  miles  or  thirty-five  league 
in  compass.  Its  name  signifies  the  heavenly  ciiy,  and  won? 
derful  things  are  reportra  respecting  the  magnificence  of  it| 
buildings,  the  prodigious  amount  of  its  revenues,  and  tb$ 
multitude  and  ingenuity  of  its  inhabitants.  This  city  is  ii| 
the  province  of  Mango  ^,  bordering  oft  that  of  Cathay  where 
the  king  resides,  i^jid  the  before  mentioned  disiance  p^twisen 
Lisbon  and  that  city  westwards,  is  ahnost  ^  thira  p»rt  of  th« 

drcunifermctf 


3  Cathay  seems  here  to  denote  northern  China.— £. 
ik  This  is  obviously  the  Quinsay  of  Maixo  Polo.— £» 
3  Mangi  or  southern  China.— E.  *!>*''*  J^.  w 
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cIrcutnfeFJDiMie  of  the  globe.  FVom  the  island  of  Antilia* 
w^ch  you  call  the  Seren  Cities,,  and  of  which  you  have  some 
knowledge,  there  are  ten  spaces  iu  the  chart  to  the  most  no^ 
Ue  island  of  Cipango,  whicli  make  2500  miles  or  8  r5  leagues^. 
'Hie  island  of  Cipongo  alwunds  in  goldi  |>eArl9i  and  precioUs 
•tones,  and  the  people  even  cover  their  tefnpks  an<l  pokuses 
;%ithpkites  of  pure  gold  ^  But,  for  want  of  khowiiig  tile 
Wav,  all  these  wonderful  t&ings  remain  bidden  mdconeealed, 
although  they  might  easily  he  gone  to  with  safety.  Muck 
more  might  be  said,  but  as  you  arc  a  wise  and  judictous  perr 
soni  and  1  have  already  told  you  of  what  ix  most  material*  t 
am  satisfied  that  you  will  fully  understand  the  whdei  uid 
I  shall  not  tlicrefore  be  more  prolix.  What  I  have  written 
may  satisfy  your  curiosity,  and  is  as  much  as  the  shortness  df 
the  time  and  my  business  will  admit*  Therefore^  I  re- 
main  most  ready  to  satisfy  his  majevty  to  the  utmost  of  my 
abilities  in  all  commands  which  he  may  be  pleased  to  lay  upoti 

I^Aui  the  Physician  afterwards  wrote  the  foUowihg  lettci*  to 
tny  fiither.— **  1  received  your  letter  with  thot^e  things  you 
sent  me,  which  I  esteem  a  great  favour,  and  I  greatly  coni^ 
mend  your  noble  and  ardent  desire  of  sailing  from  the  east  to 
the  West,  as  marked  out  in  the  chart  which  I  sent  you  {  but 
which  would  be  much  better  demonstrated  in  the  torm  of  a 
globe.  1  am  rejoiced  tlut  it  is  Well  understood,  that  the  Voy- 
age laid  down  is  not  bnly  possible  but  true,  certain,  h<Hiour<- 
able,  advantageous,  and  most  glorious  amotig  Christians. 
I  ou  can  onlylxM:ome  perfect  in  the  knowledge  of  it  by  Jtrao. 
tice  and  experience,  which  I  have  had  in  some  measure,  es< 
peciallj'  by  the  solid  and  true  information  of  mtuiy  worthy 
and  wise  men  who  came  from  those  ))art»  to  the  court  of 
Kome,  and  from  merchants  who  ara  persons  of  good  reputa'- 
tion  and  have  long  traded  to  those  regions.  Jnencc,  when 
the  voyage  fhull  be  |K>rfonncd,  it  will  be  to  poweriul  king* 
doms,  and  to  most  noble  provinces  and  cities,  rich}  flourish- 

V      ing, 

6  Th^  Htsnd  Antilia,  tiie  natne  of  which  has  been  since  adopted  by 
the  French  for  the  smaller  West  India  islands,  was«  like  th^  more  modern 
^erri  Atistralis  incognita,  a  gratuitous  supposition  for  pmerving  the  balance 
bf  the  earth,  before  the  actual  discovery  of  America.  Cipango  vSs  the 
name  by  which  Japan  was  then  known  in  Europe,  from  the  relations  of  Mar- 
to  PdIo.— £. 

7  Such  appeared  to  the  early  travellers  the  tichly  gilt  and  lackered  tile^ 
\is<Eiid  in  Japan  ondotlitir  partk  of  Iki^ia.— Ek 
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ing,  and  abounding  in  «II  tboae  coinmodities  of  which  we  are 
in  need:  particularly  in  great  quibtities  ofaU  sorts  of  qpiioe, 
iuid  in  great  store  of  jewels.  It  will  likewise  be  very  gratefiil 
to  the  kings  and  princes  of  those  parts,  who  are  exceedingly 
desirous  to  have  intercourse  and  trade  with  the  Christians  i 
whether  that  some  of  them  are  inclined  to  become  Christ- 
ians, or  else. desire  to  communicate  with  the  wis^  and  loarrif 
ed  men  of  Europe,  as  well  in  regard  to  religion,  as  in  all 
the  sciences,  by  reason  of  tl.&  extraordinary  accounts  they 
have  received  ofthe  kingdoms  and  governments  and  learning 
of  our  part  of  the  world.  On  all  which  accounts,  and  others 
which  might  be  alleged,  it  is  reasonable  that  your  own  mag<!- 
nanimity,  and  the  whole  Portuguese  nation,  ever  renowned 
for  ffreat  men,  and  memorable  in  all  their  undertakings, 
should  be  eagerly  bent  upon  performing  this  voyage." 

By  this  letter,  as  has  been  before  observed,  the  admiral 
was  greatly  encouraged  to  go  upon  his  discovery,  although 
the  learned  physician  was  mistaken  in  believing  Uint  Cathay 
«nd  the  empire  of  the  great  Cham  was  the  first  land  to  be 
met  with  in  sailing  towards  the  west;  for  experience  has 
made  it  appear,  that  the  distance  from  the  West  Indies  to 
that  country  is  greater  than  from  Europe  to  the  Wesf 
Indies. 

The  third  and  last  motive  by  which  the  admiral  was  incit* 
ed  to  the  discovery  of  the  West  Indies,  was  the  hope  of  find- 
ing in  his  way  to  India  some  very  beneficial  island  or  conti- 
nent, from  whence  he  might  the  netter  be  enabled  to  pursue 
his  main  design.  This  hope  was  founded  upon  the  anthori^ 
ty  and  opinion  of  many  wise  and  learned  men,  who  believed 
that  the  greatest  part  of  the  surface  of  the  terraqueous  globe 
was  composed  of  land,  or  that  there  certainly  was  more  earth 
than  sea.  If  that  were  the  cose,  he  concluded  that,  between 
the  coast  of  Spain  and  the  then  known  bounds  of  India, 
there  must  be  many  islands  and  a  great  extent  of  continent 
interposed,  which  experience  has  smce  demonstrated  to  be 
true.  In  this  opinion  he  was  confirmed  by  many  fabulous 
stories  which  he  had  heard  from  sailors  and  others  who  had 
sailed  to  the  islands  and  western  coast  of  Africa,  and  to  Ma- 
deira {  and  as  these  testimonies,  though  false,  tended  to  con- 
firm the  purpose  he  had  so  long  and  ardently  cherished, 
they  the  more  readily  gained  his  assent ;  and,  to  satisfy  the 
curiosity  of  such  as  arc  curious  in  these  matters,  I  shall  here 
rebte  them. 

0(ie 
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I     One  Martin  Vicente,  a  pilot  in  ihe  wenkb  of  the  kii^  of 

Vi^ortugivl,  related  lo  tlie  admiral,  that,  being  once  450  lea|a^ 

rio  the  westward  of  Cape  8t  Vincent,  he  hod  found  a  piece 
'Of  wood  most  curiou  ly  curved,  but  not  with  iron ;  and  t>ee- 

\  ing  that  the  winds  had  blown  tor  many  davs  pTeviouHiy  from 
the  west,  he  conjectured  that  the  carved  wttod  niUHt  have 
been  dritted  from  some  islaiul  in  that  direction.     One  Peter 

-  Correa,  who  had  married  a  bihtcr  of  the  admirals  wife,  told 
him  of  having  seen  another  piece  of  wood  which  had  be«i  / 

.  brought  to  the  island  of  Porto  Sancto  by  the  same  wcsterty 
ttrind,  and  of  certain  drifted  canes,  so  tliick  that  every  joint 
Was  large  enough  to  contain  four  quarts  oi  wine.  These  he 
alleged  to  have  shewn  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  as 
there  ivere  no  such  canes  in  our  parts  of  the  world,  he^  be- 
lieved that  the  winds  must  have  watlcd  them  from  some  dis-  . 
tant  islands  in  the  west,  or  else  from  India :  More  especially 
as  Ptolemy,  in  the  first  book  of  his  cosiuogri^hy,  and  chap- 
ter 17«  says,  that  such  canes  grow  in  the  eastern  parts  of  In* 

udia }  and  some  of  the  islanders,  particularly  those  in  the  A* 
■ores,  informed  Correa  that  when  the  west  wind  blew  long 
tdgether,  the  sea  sometimes  drove  pine  trees  on  the  island 
Gratioso  and  Fayal,  where  no  such  trees  were,  otherwise  to 
be  found.  He  was  likewise  told  that  the  sea  had  cast  upon 
the  island  of  Florcs,  another  of  the  Azores,  the  dead  bodies 
of  two  men,  having  very  broad  visages,  and  very  different  in 
•ihdr  appearance  from  Europeans. 

It  was  likewise  reported  to  the  admiral  that  the  people  a" 
bout  Cape  Verga  had  once  seen  some  almudias  or  covered 
boats,  which  it  was  believed  had  been  driven  thither  by  stress 
of  weather  while  goinu  from  one  of  these  supposed  islands  in 
the  west  to  another  island.  One  Anthony  Leme,  who  was 
married  and  settled  in  the  inland  of  Madeira,  told  the  admi- 
irul  that,  having  once  made  a  considerable  run  to  the  west- 
'Ward,  he  had  dcecried  three  islands.  To  this  information, 
-however,  he  gave  little  credit,  as  by  his  own  account  Leme 
bad  not  sailed  above  100  leagues  to  the  west,  and  might  have 
been  deceived  by  some  rocks  j  or  what  he  had  seen  might 
have  been  some  of  those  floating  islands,  called  Aguades  Hby 
the  sailors,  of  which  Pliny  makes  mention  in  the  97th  chap- 

^  ter  of  the  first  book  of  his  natural  history.  Pliny  says  that 
some  spots  of  land  are  seen  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  o- 
cean  on  which  there  are  deep-rooted  trees,  and  that  tbese 
parcels  of  land  arc  carried  about  like  floats,  or  islands  swim- 
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ining :  tqfktfn  the  w^t^r.  Scneca»  in  his  third  book,  endear 
vouring  to  give  a  probable  reaMHi  R^  the  existence  o(  siidi 
islands,  alleges  that  there  are  certain  rocks  so  light  and  sjpaog^ 
in  their  substance,  that  islanU^^  in  India  which  are  composed  of 
such  do  actuailv  swim  upon  ^he  water.  Therefore,  even  if  it 
were  actually  tne  cose  that  Lemc  had'  seen  Uie  three  islands* 
the  admiral,  wax  of  opinion  that  they  must  have  been  of  thatj 
kind,  such  as  those  called  the  iolands  of  St  Brandan  are  sup« 
posed  to  be,  where  many  wonders  are  reported  to  have  been 
seen.  Accounts  have  aUo  been  pro|)agated  of:|o(her  islands 
which  are  continually  burning,  and  which  lie  far  to  (be 
northward  ^.  ij 

,Juventius  Fortunatus  mentions  an  account  of  two  floating 
islands  considerably  to  the  west,  and  more  southward  than 
those  of  Cape  Verd.  These  and  such  like  reports,  might 
induce  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ferro  and  Gomera,  and 
of  the  Azores,  to  affirm  that  they  saw  islands  towards  the 
west  every  year ;  of  which  they  were  so  thoroughly  ponvin^ 
ced,  that  many  reputable  persons  swore  that  it  w«s  true. 
The  same  Fortunatus  relates,  that  a  person  came  from  Ma<» 
deira  to  Portugal  in  the  year  14f84-,  to  beg  a  carave)  from 
the  king  in  which  he  might  go  in  quest  of  an  island  which 
he  made  oath  that  he  saw  every  year,  and  always  after  the 
exact  same  manner ;  with  whom  others  o^eed,  who  declan* 
ed  that  they  had  seen  the  same  land  from  the  Azores* 

On  these  groimds,  in  all  the  former  maps  and  charts,  cer^ 
tain  islands  were  placed  in  that  direction^  In  his  book  conx 
ceming  the  wonderful  things  of  nature,  Aristotle  inarms  us 
of  a  report,  that  come  Carthaginian  merchants  had  sailed  atm 
cross  the  Atlantic  to  a  most  peautiful  and  fertile  island,  of 
which  we  shall  p;ive  a  mpre  particular  account  hereafWr, 
Some  Portuguese  cosmogruphors  have  inserted  this  island  ii) 
their  maps  under  the  name  of  Antilla;  though  they  do  not 
agtee  With  Aristotle  in  regard  to  its  situation,  yet  none  have 
placed  it  more  than  200  leagues  due  west  from  the  Capariet 
and  Azores.  This  they  assert  to  be  certainly  the  isl^d  of 
the  seven  cities,  which  is  said  to  have  been  peopled  by  the 
Portuguese  in  the  year  714,  at  the  time  wnen  Spma  was 
CO'  i^uetcd  by  the  moors.    At  that  time,  apcprding  tp  the  le« 


8  Tbii 'report  tniut  have  proceeded  from  some  very  erroneous  account 
of  Iceland,  at  it  is  the  only  place  in  the  north«ro  psrt  of  the  Atlantic  whicb 
c^taini  a  volcano,— £. 
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gend,  seven  biith<^8  with  their  people  sailed  to  thii  island, 
where  each  of  them  built  a  oil^  {  and,  that  none  of  their 
people  might  ever  think  of  returning  to  Spain,  they  burnt 
their  shipit  with  ull  the  tackling,  and  destroyed  every  tbklg 
that  was ,  ncveMary  for  navisation.  There  arewhof  afflfm 
that  several  PortugrueSe  manners  have  been  to  that  ishind, 
but  couid  never  find  their  way  back  to  it  again.  It  is  said 
particularly,  tliat  in  the  time  of  Don  Henry,  infiint  of  Poi^ 

^iugul,  a  Portuguese  ship  was  driven  by  stress  of  vireathtr  np- 

hom  this  island!  of  AntiNa,  where  the  men  went  on  shore,  and 
tvvre  led  by  the  islanders  to  a  church,  that  they  might  see 

;  whether  they  were  Christians  and  observed  the  ceremonies 
of  the  Romuu  worship  i  and  perceivins  that  they  did,  the 
islanders  requested  them  to  remain  till  their  lord  should  ve- 
turti,  who  liup|irncd  to  be  theii  absent,  but  who  would  be 
very  kind  to  ihem,  and  give  them  many  presents.  But  the 
master  and  scnincti  were  afraid  of  being  detained,  and  sus* 
pected  that  the  islanders  had  no  mind  to  be  discovered,  and 
might  burn  their  vessel ;  wherefore  they  sailed  back  to  Por^ 
tugal,  hoping  to  be  rewarded  for  their  discovery  by  IXm 
Henry.  But  he  reproved  them  severely,  and  ordered  them 
(o  return  quickly }  wlierefore  the  master  and  all  his  crew  e* 
seaped  from  Portugal  with  their  chip,  and  never  returned. 
It  is  likewise  reported,  that  while  the  master  and  seamen  of 
Ups  vessel  were  at  church  in  the  foresaid  island,  the  boys  of 
the  ship  gathered  sand  lor  the  cook  room,  a  third  part  of 
which  was  found  to  be  pure  gold. 

v4.  Among  others  who  set  out  to  discover  this  island  was  one 
Jatlies  de  Fieue,  whose  pilot  Peter  Velasquez,  of  the  town  of 
Pulos  de  Moguer,  told  the  admiral  in  the  monastery  of  8t 
Mary  de  la  Rabida,  that  they  sailed  150  leagues  south-west 
from  Fayal,  and  discovered  the  island  of  Flores  in  their  re- 
turn)  to  which  tlicy  were  led  by  observing  numbers  of  birds  to 
fly  in  that  direction,  and  because  these  were  land  birds  they 
concluded  that  they  were  makingfbr  land,  as  they  could  not 
rest  upon  the  waters.  Leaving  flores,  they  sailed  so  fiir  to 
the  nortli-eost,  tluit  they  came  to  Cape  Clear  in  thf  west  of 
Irelantl,  where  they  met  widi  a  stiff  western  gale  and  yet  a 
smootli  8ea,  whence  they  concluded  that  there  must  be  land 
in  that  direction  by  which  the  sea  was  sheltered  from  the  ef* 
fects  of  the  west  wind ;  but  it  being  then  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, Uiey  did  not  venture  to  proceed  in  search  of  that  sUp- 


--irf.,v,.  •-4Mf<Ai">.><»-- 


;(*a5fclig®»C«'»*« 


d 


CHAT.  I*  8KCT.  II.         bjf  Christopher  CoHmUfus. 


01 


posed  inland,  for  fear  of  winter.     This  happened  about  ibrtyr 
years  before  the  discovery  of  the  >Vest  Indies. 

The  foregoing  account  was  confirmed  to  the  admiral  by 
the  relation  of  a  mariner  whom  he  met  with  at  Port  8t  Ma*- 
ry,  who  told  him  that,  once  iu  a  voynge  to  Ireland  he  saw 
tiiat  western  land,  which  he  then  supposed  to  be  a  part  of 
Turtary  stretching  out  towards  the  west,  but  could  not  comd 
near  it  on  account  of  bud  weather.     But  it  is  probable  that 
this  must  have  been  the  land  now  cnlieii  BaealUtos^  or  New«  ^ 
foundland.     This  was  farther  confirmed  by  what  was  related 
to  him  by  one  Peter  de  VelatKso  ofGalicia,  whom  he  met  with 
in  the  uity  of  Murcia  in  S^ain  t  who,  in  sailing  for  Ireland, 
went  KO  fiu*  to  the  north-wesi,  that  he  discovered  land  fur  to 
the  west  of  Ireland ;  which  ho.believes  to  have  been  tlic  same 
which  one  Femaldolmos  endeavoured  to  discover  in  the  tbi- 
Jowing  matuier,  as  set  down  in  my  fathers  writings,  that  it 
may  appear  how  some  men  build  great  and  important  matters 
upon  very  slight  foundutiontt,    Gpnzalo  Fernandez  de  Ovie<- 
do,  in  his  natural  historv  of  the  Indies,  says  that  the  admif 
ral  hod  a  lett^**  in  which  the  Indies  were  described  by  one 
who  had  belbrc  disco '-^rcd  themi  which  was  by  no  means 
the  case,  but  only  thus :  Vincent  Diaz,  a  Portuguese  of  Tu>- 
vira,  on  his  return  from  Guinea  to  the  Tercera  i«lands|  and 
having  passed  the  island  of  Madeira,  which  he  left  to  the 
east,  saw,  or  imagined  that  he  saw  something  which  he  cer-> 
toinly  concliKied  to  be  land.  On  his  arrival  at  Tercera,  be  tokl 
this  to  one  Lukede  Cazzana,  a  Genoese  merchant,  his  friend,* 
and  a  very  rich  man,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  to 
fit  out  a  vessel  for  the  conquest  of  this  place :  This  Ciizzana 
agreed  to,  ai(d  obtained  a  license  from  the  king  of  Portugal 
fi>r  the  purpose.     He  wrote  accordingly  to  his  brother  Fran- 
cis de  Quczano,  who  rokided  at  Seville,  to  fit  out  a  vessel  with 
ffXL  expeiUtion  lor  Diaz ;  but  Francis  made  light  of  the  mat* 
ter,  and  Luke  de  Cazzana  actually  fitted  out  a  vessel  from 
Tercera,  iu  which  the  betbre  named  pilot  sailed  ffom  120  to 
130  leagues,  bpt  all  in  vain,  for  he  found  no  land.    Yet  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  partner  Cazzana  desisted  from  the  entenprize 
till  death  closed  their  hopex.    The  before  mentioned  Fran* 
cis  de  Cazzana  likewise  informed  the  admiral,  that  he  knew 
two  sons  of  the  pilot  who  discovered  the  iskuid  of  Tercera, 
named  Michael  and  Jailer  Cortereal,  who  went  several  times 
ih  search  of  that  land,  and  at  last  perished  one  ailer  the  o« 
ther  in  (he  year  1502,  without  having  ever  been  heard  of 
since,  as  vrqs  well  known  to  many  credible  persons, 
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tf  all  that  hit  heetk  said  above  concerning  to  mam  ima" 
inary  islands  and  continents  appears  tn  he  mere  fiUxe  and 
oily,  how  much  more  reason  hav«  we  to  condder  that  as  fidse 
whidi  Gbnzalo  Fernandez  de  Oviedo  conceits  in  hit  Natural 
History  of  the^  Indies,  **  That  there  was  another  discoverer 
<tf  this  natigation  of  the  ocean,  and  that  the  Spaniards  held 
ftflciently  the  dominion  of  these  lands."  He  pretended  to 
Ifiake  out  this  aHsertion  from  what  Aristotle  wrote  concerning 
the  island  of  Atalantis,  and  Sebosus  of  the  Hesperides.  Thus, 
looking  upon  his  own  imagination  as  a  certain  standard  <^ 
truth,  he  affirms  upon  the  judgment  of  some  peiw>ns  whose 
writings  I  have  duly  weighed  and  attentively  examined.  I 
should  have  omitted  to  enlarge  on  this  subject,  to  avoid  tiring 
the  leader,  and  that  I  mia[ht  «ot  be  obliged  to  condemn  the 
opinions  of  others,  were  it  no^hat  many  persons,  to  detract 
Irom  the  hAnour  and  reputation  of  the  admiral,  have  made 
^cat  account  of  these  notions.  Besides,  it  appeared  that  I 
should  not  iiilly  perform  my  duty  by  merely  recounting  with 
all  sincerity  and  truth,  the  motives  and  incitements  whidh 
incUned  the  admiral  my  father  to  undertake  his  unparalleled 
entinprifle,  if  1  sfaoujd;  suffer  what  I  know  to  be  a  manifiest 
falsehood  to  pass  unceusured.  Wherefore,  the  better  to  de* 
tect  the  mStitake  of  Olriedo,  I  shall  first  state  what  Aristotle 
has  said  on  this  subject,  as  related  by  F.  Theophilus  de  Fer- 
rariiK,  ainong  the  problems  of  Aristotle  which  he  collected  in 
a  hook  entitled  De  Admirandis  in  Natura  auditis,  in  the  fol« 
lowing  strain: 

^1^*  Qeyond  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  it  is  reported  that  certain 
SHNiaginian  meichants  discovered  an  island  in  the  Atlantic, 
which  Imd  never  before  been  inhabited  except  by  bearts* 
This  island  was  not  many  days  sail  from  the  continent,  was 
entirely  covered  over  with  trees,  and  abounded  in  all  the  usual 
{productions  of  nature,  having  a  considerable  numbtir  of  navl- 
gable  rivers.  Finding  this  a  beautiful  country,  possessing  ft 
fertile  soil  and  salubrious  atmosphere,  these  Carthaginiani 
began  to  people  it ;  but  the  senate  of  Carthage,  o£fendod  with 
this  procedure,  passed  a  decree  forbidding  any  person  tq  go 
to  that  island  under  pain  of  death,  and  they  ordered  aU  time 
^ho  had  already  gone  there  to  be  slain  {  meaning  therebjy  to 
prevent  all  other  nations  from  acquiring  any  knowledge  of 
the  place,  ksf  some  other  and  more  powerful  state  might  takd 
possession,  to  the  detriment  of  their  liln^  and  (Commercial 
Ifttemt." 

.*„v^^,*,,  U.,..  .;'j  ,';Uii.:  ^.  -,•._;..;_:  ^,.|i.,,,,;s   Ovicdo 
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Oviedo  had  no  just  grounds  for  asserting  that  thb  island 
must  have  been  Hiap'  ila  or  Cuba.  As  he  was  u^norant  of 
Latin,  he  was  oUiged  to  take  such  interpretatkm  of  this  stoiy 
as  he  could  procure  fron^  some  other  perstm,  who  oertainfy 
was  very  ill  qualified  for  the  task,  since  the  Latin  text  has  been 
altered  and  misinterpreted  in  s^eral  particulars.  This  may 
have  misled  Oviedo,  and  induced  him  to  believe  that  the 
forcing  quotation  referred  to  some  island  in  the  Wesit 
Indies.  In  the  Latin  text  we  do  not  read  of  the  Cartha|^nian 
merdiants  going  out  of  the  straits  of  Gibraltar  as  Oviedo 
writes  '.  l^ither  is  it  said  that  the  island  was  extensive,  or 
its  trees  large,  but  only  that  it  was  much  wooded.  Nor  do 
we  find  that  the  rivers  were  wonderfiil,  or  the  soil  fiit,  or  that 
the  island  was  more  remote  from  Africa  than  firom  Eun^ ; 
biit  merely  that  it  was  remote  firom  the  continent.  It  is  not 
said  in  the  original  that  any  towns  were  built  here,  and  in- 
deed it  is  not  likely  that  these  traders  should  build  much ; 
neither  is  the  place  said  to  have  become  famous,  as  we  see  on 
the  contrary  that  the  Carthaginians  were  careful  to  prevent 
its  fame  from  spreading  among  the  nations.  Thus  the  trans- 
lator being  ignorant,  led  Oviedo  to  believe  quite  a  different 
story  from  the  reality  '**. 

It  is  quite  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  Carthaginian  mer- 
chants could  possibly  be  carried  so  far  out  of  their  way  as 
Hiapaniola  or  Cuba ;  neither  could  they  have  arrived  at  either 
of  those  islands  without  meeting  with  the  many  other  islands 
which  surround  them.  It^is  more  probable  that  the  island  dis- 
covered by  the  Carthaginians  was  one  of  the  Azores;  for  though 
Ferrarius  speaks  of  navigable  rivers,  he  might  possibly  have 
written  ad  navigandum  instead  of  potandum^  and  have  there- 
by corrupted  the  meaning  of  his  author,  that  the  island  had 
plenty  of  streams  fit  for  dtriiiking,  into  abundance  of  rivers 
adapted  for  navigation".  Ovieido  falls  into  a  similar  error 
in  supposing  this  island  of  the  Carthaginians  to  have  been 
the  same  wiUi  that  mentioned  by  Seneca  in  his  fourth  book ; 

VOL.  III.  c  where 

»S&       ■  •   '     ■  »;j 

.  9  Don  Ferdinand,  or  his  trantbtor,  has  forgot  here  that,  in  the  extract 

from  Ferrarius,  beyond  the  straiu,  and  in  the  Atlantic,  are  the  distinctly 

expressed  sitiiation  of  the  island- — £. 

10  There  is  a  good  deal  more  in  the  original,  totally  uninteresting  to  the 
reader,  in  the  same  querulous  strain  of  invective  against  Oviedo,  but  which 
is  here  abridged  as  conveying  no  iRformatbn. — ^E. 

1 1  Our  author  £dls  into  a  mistake  in  this  chapter,  suppoung  the  Azores 
to  have  been  the  Cassiterides  of  the  Ancients,  well  luiown  to  have  been  the 
ScJlfy  island».~E. 
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where  he  tdb  v»  that  Seneca  speaks  of  an  island  named  At- 
huitica,  which  was  entirely  or  mostly  drowned  in  the  time  of 
the  Pdqsonncsian  war;  and  of  which  island  Plato  likewise 
inakea  mention  in  his  Tinueus :  But  we  have  already  dwelt  too 
lonff  on  these  feblos. 

Oviedo  insists  that  the  Spaniard!*  had  the  entire  dominion 
of  these  islands,  which  he  was  pleusctl  to  consider  as  the  same 
with  our  West  Indies.  He  crounds  this  opinion  on  what  is 
said  by  Statins  and  Sebosus,  that  certain  islands  called  Hesi- 
jterides  lay  forty  days  sail  west  from  the  Gorffonian  islands  on 
the  coast  of  Africa.  Hence  he  argued*  mat  these  islands 
must  necessarily  be  the  West  Indies,  and  were  called  He8{)e- 
ridesfrom  Hesperes  king  of  Spaui,  who  consequently  with  the 
%MUiiards  his  subjects  were  lords  of  these  islands.  But  I  am 
quite  tired  of  this  dispute,  and  shall  now  proceed  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  admirak  discovery.  ;^. 


Section  III.  .-h 

The  AdmirtA,  being  disguaied  by  the  procedure  of  the  King  of 
Portugal^  in  regard  to  the  proposed  Discovery  f  offers  his  ser- 
vices  to  the  Court  of  Spain. 

Having  fully  satisfied  himself  of  the  practicability  of  his 
long  considered  project  of  discovering  the  route  to  India  by 
the  west,  as  already  explained,  the  admiral  resolved  to  put 
his  scheme  into  cxecudon  ;  and  being  sensiUe  that  the  un- 
'  dertaking  was  only  fit  for  a  prince  who  was  able  to  go  through 
with  the  expence,  and  to  maintain  the  dominion  of  the  dis- 
covery when  made,  he  thought  it  proper  to  propose  it  to  the 
king  of  Portugal,  because  he  then  lived  under  his  government 
and  protection.  And,  though  King  John  who  then  reigned 
gave  a  favourable  ear  to  his  arguments  and  proposals,  he  yet 
seemed  backward  in  acceding  to  theni,  on  account  of  the  great 
expence  and  trouble  he  was  tlicn  at  in  carrying  on  the  dis- 
covery and  conquest  of  Guinea  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa, 
which  had  not  yet  been  crowned  with  any  considerable  suc- 
cess: not  having  been  hitherto  able  to  double  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  which  name  had  been  given  to  this  cape  in- 
stead of  its  original  denomination,  4gesingue ;  as  some  say 
because  the  Portuguese  had  no  hope  of  ever  extending  their 
discoveries  and  conquests  any  farther,  while  others  assert  it 
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was  M>  caVed  on  account  of  their  luipet  of  better  lUMindtm 
and  of  discovering  move  valuable  countries  b^ond.  How- 
ever this  may  have  been,  the  idng  of  Portugal  was  littk  in* 
dined  to  expend  more  money  in  prosecuting  discoveries ;  yet 
he  was  so  far  prevailed  upon  by  the  excellent  reasons  adduced 
by  the  admiral  in  favour  of  his  proposed  undertaking,  that 
the  only  remaining  difficulty  was  in  complying  with  the  terms 
my  father  demanded  for  himself  in  case  of  success :  For  my 
father,  who  was  a  man  of  a  noble  and  dignified  spirit,  insist* 
ed  upon  conditions  which  should  redound  to  his  honour  and 
reputation ;  b?ing  resolved  to  leave  behind  hkn  such  a  repu* 
tation,  and  so  considerable  a  family  as  he  deemed  due  to  his 
merits  and  the  actions  which  he  confidently  expetSted  to  per- 
form. 

While  matters  were  in  this  train,  by  the  advice  of  one  Doc- 
tor Calzadilla  in  whom  he  reposed  great  confidence,  the  king 
of  Portugal  resolved  to  dispatch  a  caravel  in  secret  to  attempt 
making  the  discovery  which  my  father  had  proposed  to  him  ; 
as,  if  he  could  make  the  discovery  in  this  clandestine  manner, 
he  should  be  freed  from  the  obligation  of  bestowing  any  great 
reward  on  the  occasion.  Accordingly,  a  caravel  was  fitted 
out  under  pretence  of  carrying  supplies  to  the  Cape  Verd 
islands,  with  private  instructions  to  sail  in  the  direction  in 
which  my  father  had  proposed  to  go  upon  his  intended  dis- 
covery. But  the  people  who  were  sent  upon  this  expedition 
did  not  possess  sufficient  knowledge  or  spirit;  and,  after 
wanderinff  many  days  in  the  Atlantic,  they  returned  to  the 
Cape  Vera  islands,  lauffhinff  at  the  undertaking  as  ridiculoua 
and  impracticable,  and  declaring  that  there  could  not  possi- 
bly be  any  land  in  that  direction  or  in  those  seas.  When 
this  scancfalous  underhand  dealing  came  to  my  fathers  ears, 
he  took  a  areat  aversion  to  Lisbon  and  the  Portuguese  na- 
tion ;  and,  nis  wife  being  dead,  he  resolved  to  repair  intQ 
Castile,  with  his  son  Don  James  Columbus,  then  a  little  boy, 
who  has  since  inherited  his  fathers  estate.  But,  lest  the  sov^ 
reign  of  Castile  might  not  consent  to  his  proposal,  and  he 
might  be  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  some  other  princet 
by  which  much  time  might  be  lost,  lie  dispatched  his  brother 
Bartholomew  Columbus  from  Lisbon  to  make  similar  pro* 
posals  to  the  king  of  England.  Bartholomevr,  Uiougn  no 
Latin  scholar,  was  skilful  and  experienced  in  sea  affiurs,  and 
had  been  instructed  by  the  admiral  in  the  construction  of  sea 
charts,  (globes,  and  other  nautical  instruments.    l^iW  on  hll 
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wwf  to  England,  Bartholomew  Columbus  bad  the  micfortuno 
to  be  taken  by  pintei,  who  atript  Mm  and  all  the  xcct  of  the 
ahipsoompaMofevmthinfftheyhddoftahie.  Onthuao- 
oow^  he  amVed  in  uigknd  in  sudi  great  poverty,  and  tiiat 
^I^Tated  by  sicknesK,  that  he  was  miaUe  to  defiver  his  mes- 
sage until  he  had  recruited  his  finances  by  the  sale  of  sea 
charts  of  his  own  construction,  by  which  a  k>ng  time  was 
lost  He  then  beean  to  make  proposals  to  Henry  VII.  who 
then  rdtoed  in  England,  to  whom  he  pretiented  a  map  of 
the  wnrlo,  on  which  the  foUowing  verses  and  inscription  were 
written:  «  - 

•  , '  ■  ,      "' 

Tairamin  qnkunque  cupi»  (elicHer  om 
MoMcre,  cuncu  decent  docte  pktun  docctHt, 
(Jjpudo  Stnbo  affirnat,  PtokniMnii,  Pliaius  atque 
Op*)        Ittodanii,  Qon  una  tamea  aententia  quuque. 
Pinghur  Uc  etiam  nuper  sulcau  tannia 
Ifiapania  xona  iUa,  pnu*  incognita  gtnti, 
Tonida,  ^ae  tandem  minet  eat  notiaiima  inultis. 

Piro  Auctore,  dve  Picture. 
Janua  col  patria  eat  nomen,  cui  ButholonueuB 
ColonlMia  de  T>Rta>rubn,  opvt  edidit  istud, 
Londinilt  Ann.  Dom.  1480,  atque  inayper  anno. 
Octavo  dectmaque  die  cum  tertia  meAtii 
Februarii.  Laudes  Cluritti  cantentur  abunde. 

Thesense  of  the  first  verses  is  to  this  (Sed'.  **  Whosoever 
thou  art  who  desirest  to  know  the  coasts  of  countries,  must 
be  taught  by  this  draught  what  has  been  aflfinhed  by  l^rabo, 
Ptdtemy,  Pliny,  and  Isiodorus ;  although  they  do  not  in  all 
thiiu;s  agree.  Here  is  also  set  down  ue  formerly  unknown 
torhd  zone,  lately  visited  by  vessels  from  l^ain,  and  now  well 
known  to  many.**  The  second  inscription  has  the  following  fo^- 
nificiition :  **  As  to  the  author  or  painter  of  this  chart  {lie  is 
Bartholomew  Columbus  of  the  red  earth,  a  Genoese,  who  pub- 
lished this  work  at  London  on  the  9  Ist  of  February  in  the  year 
1480.     Praised  be  Christ  abundantly." 

It  may  be  observed  here,  that  I  have  seen  some  subscrip- 
tions of  my  father,  the  admiral,  in  which  he  designs  him^f 
Christopher  Columbus  de  Terra-rubra ;  but  this  was  before 
he  acquired  his  title  of  admiraL  But  to  return  to  Bartholo- 
mew :  The  king  of  England  graciously  received  the  map  i 

■  and  having  favourably  listened  to  the  admirals  proposals, 
ji^hij^  my -uncle  had  laid  before  him,  readily  agreed  to  the 
condittons  demanded,  and  ordered  my  father  to  be  invited 
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iDto  England.  But  Phmdenoe  had  dctennined  that  the  ad- 
vanUwe  of  this  great  discovery  should  belonc  to  GastUat  and 
by  tms  time  my  fiuher  had  g<Hie  upon  nis  first  voyaae» 
from  which  he  was  already  returned  with  success,  as  shallDe 
shewn  in  its  proper  place. 

About  the  end  of  the  year  U84  the  admiral  stole  away 
privately  firom  Lisbon  with  his  son  James,  as  he  was  afiraid  gf 
being  detained  by  the  king  of  Portugal.  For,  being  sensible  of 
themi«iO(mduct  of  the  people  whom  he  had  sent  in  the  caravel 
already  mentioned,  the  king  was  desirous  to  restore  the  admiral 
to  fitvour,  and  to  renew  the  conferences  reqpectinar  the  pro- 
posed duoovery.  But  as  he  did  not  use  as  much  dmgence  in 
executing  this  new  resolution  as  the  admiral  did  in  withdraw- 
ing himself,  he  lost  the  <^portunity,  and  the  admiral  got  into 
Castile,  where  better  fortune  awaited  him.  Leaving  there- 
fore his  son  James  in  the  monastery  of  La  Rabida  at  PalosiL 
he  went  to  the  court  of  their  Catholic  majesties  at  Cordova. 
Being  of  affiible  manners  an<l  pleasant  conversation,  he  soon 
acquired  the  intimacy  of  such  persons  as  he  found  best  in- 
clined to  &vour  bis  views,  and  fittest  to  persuade  the  king  to 
embrace  his  proposed  undertaking.  Among  these  was  Lewis 
de  Santangel  an  Arragonese  genSeman,  who  was  derk  of  the 
allowances  in  the  royal  household,  a  man  of  great  prudence 
and  reputation.  But,  as  a  matter  of  such  importance  re- 
quired to  be  learnedly  investigated,  ai^d  not  merely  by  onpty 
words  and  the  favourable  reports  of  courtiers,  their  mi^tjes 
referred  i^.  to  the  consideration  of  tine  prior  of  Prado,  afters 
wards  archbishop  of  Granada ;  ordering  him  to  take  the  as- 
sistance of  !!tome  cosmographers,  and  afler  a  full  investigation 
of  the  wliole  nflair,  to  make  a  report  of  their  opinion  on  its 
practicability.  There  were  few  cosmographers  then  in  S^ain, 
and  those  who  were  convened  on  this  occasion  were  far  firom 
skilful:  And  besides,  warned  by  the  trick  which  had  been  at- 
tempted in  Portugal,  the  admiral  did  not  explain  himHelf  so 
fully  as  he  might,  lest  he  should  lose  his  reward.  On  these 
accounts,  the  report  which  they  save  to  their  Catholic  Qiajes- 
ties  was  as  various  as  their  sevcraljudgnients  and  opinions,  and 
by  no  means  favourable  to  the  projected  enterprize. 

Some  alleged,  that  since  so  many  skilful  sailors,  during  the 
m^iy  diousand  years  which  had  efapsed  from  the  ci'eation  of 
the  world,  had  not  acquired  any  knowledge  whatever  of  these 
countries,  it  was  not  at  all  probable  that  he  should  Imowmora 
of  the  matter  than  all  who  had  gone  before  or  wiw  now  ex- 
isted. 
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liMid. '  Others,  pretending  to  grotind  their  opinion  upon  cos- 
ino);raphieal  arguments,  said  that  the  world  was  of  tudi  pro- 
digious site  that  they  questioned  if  it  were  possible  to  sail  in 
three  years  to  the  eastern  exttremi^  of  India,  whither  he  pro- 
posed to  go ;  and  tliey  endeavoured  to  confirm  this  opinion 
try  the  auUiority  of  Seneca,  \kho  says  in  one  of  his  worlcs, 
'*<  That  many  wise  men  di&agreed  about  whether  the  ocean  were 
of  infinite  extent,  and  doubted  whether  it  were  navigable, 
snd  whether  habitable  lands  existed  on  its  other  side ;  and, 
teven  if  so,  whether  it  were  possible  to  go  to  these*"  lliey  ad- 
ded, that  only  a  small  proportion  ot  this  terraqueous  globe, 
Which  had  remained  in  our  hemisphere  above  the  waters  was 
habitable ;  and  that  all  the  rest  was  sea,  which  was  not  su»f" 
teeptible  of  being  navigated,  except  near  the  coasts  and  rivers  j 
and  that  wise  men  denied  the  possibility  of  sailing  firom  the 
coast  of  &)ain  to  the  farthest  parts  of  the  west.    Others  ar- 

gued  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as  had  lieen  formerly  done 
y  the  Portuguese  in  regard  to  the  navigation  along  the 
Western  coast  of  Africa:  That  if  anyone  should  sail  due 
Westwards,  as  proposed  by  the  admiral,  it  would  certainly  be 
impoteible  to  return  again  to  Spain  ;  because  whoever  should 
sail  beyond  the  hemisphere  which  was  known  to  Ptolemy, 
would  then  go  downwards  upon  the  rotundity  of  the  globe, 
and  then  it  would  be  impossible  to  sail  up  again  on  their  re- 
turn, which  would  necessarily  be  to  climb  up  hill,  and  which 
no  ship  could  accomplish  even  with  the  stiiiest  gale.  Al- 
though the  admiral  gave  perfectly  valid  answers  to  all  these 
objections;  yet,  such  was  the  ignorance  of  these  people, 
that  the  more  his  reasons  were  powerful  and  conclusive  so 
much  the  less  were  they  understood :  For  when  people  have 
grown  old  in  prejudices  and  false  notions  of  philosophy  and 
mathematics,  these  get  such  firm  hold  of  the  mind  that  true 
andjust  principles  are  utterly  unintelligible. 

The  prior  and  his  coadjutors  were  all  influenced  by  a  Spa- 
nish proverb,  which^  though  contradictory  to  reason  and 
common  sense,  says  Dubitat  jiugustinus,  or  it  is  contradicted 
by  St  Augustine  j  who,  in  the  9th  chapter  of  the  2 1st  book 
of  his  city  of  God,  denies  the  possibiliur  of  the  AntipodtSy 
or  that  any  person  should  be  able  to  go  from  one  hemisphere 
into  the  other.  They  farther  urged  against  the  admiral  the 
commonly  received  opinions  concerning  the  five  zones,  by 
which  the  torrid  zone  is  declared  utterly  uninhabitable,  and 
many  other  arguments  equally  absurd  and  ridiculous.    Upon 
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the  irhole,  they  caocluded  to  give  judgment  i)|||di»t-tlie  ot- 
teipdbe  as  vain  and  impracticable*  aad  that  it  did  not  faeN* 
come  the  state  and  dignity  of  such  great  prinoss  to  aa  upon 
such  weak  information  as  tliey  concdved  to  havtt  becu  com- 
municated. Therefore,  alWr  much  time  spent  in  the  bosi* 
ne8s»  the  admiral  received  for  answer  that  their  Catholic  mal' 
jesties  were  then  occupied  in  many  other  wars,  and  partilpii% 
iarly  in  the  conquest  of  Granada  then  going  on,  and  codld 
not  therefore  conveniently  attend  to  this  new  undertaking  i 
but  that  on  some  future  opportunity  of  greater  leisure  and 
convenience,  they  would  have  more  time  to  examine  into  his 
proposal.  To  conclude,  their  majesties  refused  to  listen  to 
the  ffreat  proposals  which  the  admiral  made  to  them. 

While  these  matters  were  in  agitation,  their  Catliolic  ma^ 
jesties  had  not  beeii  always  resident  in  one  place,  owing  to 
the  war  of  Granada  in  which  they  were  then  engaged,  by 
which  a  long  time  was  lost  before  they  had  formed  a  final 
resolution  and  given  their  answer.  The  admiral  went  ther^ 
fore  to  Seville,  where  he  still  found  their  majesties  as  uiir^ 
solved  as  before.  He  then  save  an  account  of  his  project- 
ed expedition  to  the  duke  ot  Medina  8idonia;  but,  after 
many  conferences  finding  no  likelihood  of  success,  he  revived 
to  make  application  to  the  king  of  France,  to  whom  he  had 
already  written  on  the  subject;  and,  if  he  should  not  succeed 
there,  he  proposed  to  have  gone  next  into  England  to  seek  his 
brother,  from  whom  he  had  not  hitherto  received  any  intelli^ 
gevice.  In  this  resolution,  he  went  to  the  monastery  of  Ra- 
bida,  whence  he  prup(K;ed  to  have  sent  his  son  James  to  Cor- 
dova, and  to  have  then  proceeded  on  his  journt^y  into  France. 
But  Providence  having  decreed  otherwise,  occasioned  the  ce- 
mentation of  so  great  friendship  between  the  admiral  and 
John  Perez,  the  lather  guardian  of  that  monastery,  who  was 
so  thoroughly  assured  q^  the  excellence  and  practicability  of 
the  project,  that  he  was  deeply  concerned  at  the  resolution 
my  lather  had  adopted,  and  for  the  loss  which  Spain  would 
sustain  by  his  departure.  Perez  earnestly  entreated  the  ad- 
miral to  postpone  his  intended  departure ;  saying,  that  as  he 
was  confessor  to  the  queen,  he  was  resolved  to  make  an  essay 
to  persuade  her  to  compliance,  and  hoped  that  she  would 
give  credit  to  his  representutiouj. 

Although  the  admiral  was  much  disgusted  with  the  irreso- 
lution and  want  of  judgment  which  he  had  encountered 
aniQUg  the  Spanish  councillors,  and  yfsa  quite  out  of  hope  of 
i,   W  success; 
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success  s  i^et  oonsiderii^  himself  in  a  sreat  measure  as  a.Sp»« 
niard*  owing  to  his  long  residence  in  uie  country,  he  wasde-! 
•irous  that  Soun  rather  than  any  other  country,  mig^t  reap 
die  bendBt  or  his  undertaking.  Another  reason  of  jdie  pre- 
fierencc  was  that  his  children  were  then  resident  in  Spain.. 
Bi  a .  lettor  which  he  wrote  about  this  time  to  thdr  CatnoHc 
mi(|e8ties  he  said:  "That  I  might  serve  vour highness(«i,- 
I  have  refused  the  offers  of  France,  EnglancI^  and  Portugal, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  letters  of  these  princes,  which  I 
have  cieposited  in  the  hands  of  the  doctor  Villalan." 

Gained  by  Uie  pressing  instances  of  Perez,  the  admiral  de- 
parted from  the  monastery  ot  Rabida,  accompained  by  that 
Ecclesiastic,  and  went  to  the  camp  of  St  Faith,  where  their 
Catholic  miyesties  were  then  carrying  on  the  siege  of  Gra- 
nada. Perez  here  made  such  pressing  instances  to  Isabella, 
that  she  was  pleased  to  order  a  renewal  of  the  conferences^ 
which  were  stul  held  with  the  prior  of  Prado  and  his  former 
coadjutors,  who  were  still  irresolute  and  contradictory  in 
their  qpinions.  Besides  Columbus  was  high  in  his  denands  of 
honour  and  emolument,  requiring  that  he  should  be  appoint* 
ed  admiral  and  vioerov  of  all  the  countries  he  might  discover, 
together  with  other  iiUportant  concessions.  The  Spanish 
councillors  deemed  his  demands  too  high  to  be  granted,  as 
too  considerable  even  in  the  event  of  success ;  and,  in  case 
of  aisi4)pointmenti  they  thought  it  would  reflect  ridicule  and 
the  imputation  of  folly  upon  the  court  to  have  conceded 
such  high  titles.  Owing  to  these  considerations  the  business 
again  came  to  nothing. 

I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  sense  of  the  admirals  wis- 
dom and  high  spirit,  as  weU  as  his  foresight  and  resolution 
on  this  trying  occasion.  Besides  his  earnest  desire  to  go  up- 
on his  fi;reat  undertaking,  and  his  wish  that  it  might  be  in 
the  service  of  Spain  for  uie  reasons  formerly  mentioned,  he 
was  now  so  exceedingly  reduced  in  his  circumstances,  that 
any  ordinary  person  would  have  been  glad  to  accept  of 
almost  any  offer  whatever.  But  he  would  not  accept  any 
terms  short  of  the  high  titles  and  honours,  and  those  other 
conditions  of  eventual  emolument  which  he  hod  demanded, 
as  if  foreseeing  with  assured  certainty  the  entire  success  of 
his  project.  Hence  by  bis  spirited  determination  they  were 
at  the  last  oliliged  to  concede  to  all  his  demands :  that  he 
should  be  admiral  on  the  ocean  of  all  the  seas  and  lands 
which  he  might  discoferi  with  aM  the  allowances,  privileges, 
"™    '      '  and 
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and  pAreroffatives  enjoyed  by  the  admirok  of  Castile  and 
Leon  in  their  several  seas  j  that  all  civil  employments^  as 
wdiof  gov^mnent  as  in  the  administration  of  jM^tice,  sliould 
be  entirely  at  his  disposal  in  all  the  islands  and  continents  . 
wliich  he  was  to  discover;  that  all  governments  should  be 

given  to  one  «f  three  persons  to  be  named  by  him ;  and  that 
e  shoul4  appoint  judges  in  all  parts  of  Spain  trading  to  the 
Indies,  to  decide  upon  all  causes  relating  to  that  trade  And 
to  those  parts.  Besides  the  salary  and  perquisites  belonging 
to  the  c^ces  of  admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor-general  over 
all  lis  discovmes,  ue  demanded' to  have  one  tenth  of  all  that 
should  be  bought,  bartered,  found,  or  procured  in  any  maimer 
of  way  within  the  bounds  of  his  authority,  abating  only  the 
charges  attending  the  discovery  and  conquest;  so  that  if 
1000  ducats  were  acquired  in  any  island  or  place,  100  of  these 
were  to  belong  to  him.  Besides  all  this,  as  his  adversaries 
allied  that  he  ventured  nothing  in  the  undertaking,  tuid 
had  the  command  of  the  fleet  dunng  the  expedition,  he  ofier- 
-;d  to  be  at  one  eighth  part  of  the  expence,  for  which  he  dc* 
uauded  to  receive  the  eighth  part  of  what  he  should  brinjg 
home  in  the  ilect.  As  these  high  conditions  were  refused, 
the  admiral  took  leave  of  all  his  friends,  and  began  hb 
journey  to  Cordova,  with  the  intention  of  making  prepara- 
tions tor  going  to  France ;  being  resolved  not  to  return  in- 
to Portugal,  although  the  king  had  invited  him  back. 

The  admiral  departed  from  the  camp  of  St  Faith  in  the 
month  of  January  1492  on  his  intended  journey ;  and  on  the 
same  day  Lewis  de  Santangel,  formerly  mentioned,  who  was 
exceedingly  anxious  to  forward  his  project,  obtained  an  au- 
dience of  the  queen  of  Castile,  and  used  every  argument  he 
could  devise  to  persuade  her  to  adopt  the  undertaking  and  to 
comply  with  the  terms  required.     He  expressed  his  astonish* 
mcnt  that  she,  who  hail  always  evinced  much  greatness  of 
soul  in  all  important  matters,  should  now  want  spirit  to  vei> 
ture  upon  an  undertaking  where  so  little  was  to  be  risked, 
and  which  might  redound  so  highly  to  the  gloiy  of  God  and 
the  propagation  of  the  thith,  not  without  great  benefit  and 
honour  to  her  kingdoms  and  dominions.    That,  should  any 
other  prince  accept  the  offer  of  Columbus,  the  injury  which 
her  crown  would  sustain  was  very  obvious ;  and  that  then 
she  would  justly  incur  much  blumc  from  her  friends  and  ser- 
vants, and  would  be  reproached  by  her  enemies,  and  all  the 
world  would  say  that  she  deserved  the  misfortune  and  disap- 
pointment; 
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pointment  {  and,  lUUiough  slie  ini^t  never  be  senaibie  of  tlie 
ovil  oonscquenccft  of  her  refusal,  her  successors  must.  That« 
since  U;<)  proposal  secmc<l  well  grountUtl  in  reason  imd  sound 
arffumcnt*  and  was  made  by  a  man  of  wisdom  and  know- 
le<%ef  who  de:nanded  no  other  reward  but  what  mi^it  arise 
from  his  discoveries,  and  ^ho  was  willing  to  bear  a  proper^ 
Uon  of  the  charges,  and  to  adventure  his  own  personal  safety 
on  t1)c  event,  her  majesty  ought  ccrtaialy  tc  make  the  &t- 
tempt,  llittt  she  ought  not  to  believe  the  undertaking  was 
such  an  impossibility  as  had  been  alleged  by  those  learned 
men  to  whom  the  proposal  had  been  referral,  neither  to  con- 
sider its  possible  failure  as  any  reflection  upon  her  wisdom  { 
for  in  his  opinion  it  would  dc  universally  looked  u)xm  as  a 
roai'k  .of  generous  magnanimity  to  attempt  discovering  the 
secrat  wonders  of  the  world,  as  hod  been  done  by  other  mo- 
narchs  to  their  great  honour  and  advantage.  That,  however 
uncertain  the  event  might  be,  even  a  consiiiierablesum'of  money 
would  be  well  employed  in  the  endeavour  to  ascertain  the 
«ertunty  of  so  very  important  an  nifhir ;  whereas  the  admiral 
onk  required  2500  crawns  to  fit  out  a  licet  for  the  discovery  | 
-tmo  that  therefore  sbo  ou^ht  not  to  allow  it  to  be  said  here- 
after that  the  fear  of  losmg  so  small  a  sum  had  kept  her 
from  patronizing  the  enterprise. 

The  queen  was  much  impressed  by  those  rcprexentations 
of  Santangel,  of  whose  sincere  attachment  to  her  service 
»nd  honour  she  was  extremely  sonsiblo.  She  thanked  him 
for  his  good  counsel,  and  s>nid  that  she  was  willing  to  accede 
to  the  proposed  entciiirise,  providing  that  the  execution 
were  delayed  until  she  mighi  have  a  little  time  to  recruit  her 
finances  after  Uie  conclusion  of  the  present  vnr.  Yet,  if  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  proceed  immediately,  she  was  willing 
that  the  requisite  funds  should  be  borrowetl  on  the  credit  of 
her  iewcls.  Upon  this  condescension  to  his  advice  which 
she  had  refused  to  all  other  persons,  Santangel  immediately 
replied,  that  tliere  was  no  necessity  to  pawn  her  jewels  on 
the  occasion,  as  he  would  readily  ailvance  his  own  mone^  to 
do  such  u  service  to  her  majesty.  Upon  this  resolution,  the 
queen  immediately  sent  an  officer  to  bring  the  admiral  back, 
who  had  already  reached  the  bridge  of  Pinos,  two  leagues 
from  Oranada.  Though  much  mortified  at  the  difficiutics 
and  delays  he  had  met  with  hitherto,  yet,  on  receiving  inti- 
mation of  the  queens  willingness  to  comply  with  his  propo- 
sals, he  retunK.ii  immediately  to  ilie  camp  of  St  Faith,  where 
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lie  was  honourably  received  by  their  majesties  Tlie  (Uspateh 
of  the  articles  of  agreement  was  commitcd  to  Jobn  Coloma 
the  Kcretary,  and  every  thinff  which  he  had  demanded,  as 
has  been  mentioned  l)etbrc,  without  alteration  or  diminution, 
was  granted  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  their  Catholic  ma* 


Section  IV, 

Narrative  of  the  Jirst  voyage  qf'CoUmbuSt  in  vihick  he  actual* 
ly  discovered  the  New  World. 

All  the  conditions  511  hich  the  admiral  demanded  being  con- 
ceded by  their  Catholic  mnjcstics,  he  set  out  from  Granada 
on  the  31gt  May  14-92  for  Falos,  wher^  he  was  to  fit  out  the 
ships  for  his  intended  expedition.  That  town  was  bound  to 
serve  the  crown  for  three  months  with  two  caraveis,  vhich 
were  ordered  to  be  given  to  Columbus ;  and  he  fitted  out 
these  and  a  third  vessel  wi  h  all  care  and  diligence.  The 
ship  in  which  he  personally  embarked  was  called  tne  StMai'yi 
the  second  vessel  named  the  Pinta,  was  commanded  bv  Mar- 
tin Alonzo  Pinzon ;  and  the  third  named  the  Nina,  which  had 
square  sails,  was  under  the  command  of  Vincent  Yancz  Pin- 
zon, the  brother  of  Alonzo,  both  of  whom  were  inhabitants  of 
Palos.  Being  furnished  with  all  necessaries,  and  having  90 
aen  to  navigate  the  three  vessels,  Columbus  set  sail  from 
Palos  on  the  3d  of  August  1492,  shaping  his  couise  direct^ 
for  the  Canaries. 

During  this  voyage,  and  indeed  in  all  the  four  voyages 
which  he  made  from  Spain  to  the  West  Indies,  the  admiral 
was  very  careful  to  keep  an  exact  journal  of  cverv  occurrence 
which  took  place  ;  always  specifying  what  winds  blew,  hov 
far  he  sailed  with  each  particului  wind,  what  currents  were 
found,  and  every  thing  that  was  seen  by  the  way,  whether 
birds,  fishes,  or  any  other  thing.  Although  to  note  all  these 
particulars  with  a  minute  relation  of  every  thing  tliat  hap- 
pened,  shewing  what  impressions  and  effects  answered  to  the 
course  and  aspect  of  the  stars,  and  the  differences  between 
the  seas  which  he  sailed  and  those  of  our  countries,  might 
all  be  useful  {  yet  as  I  conceive  that  the  relation  of  these  par- 
ticulars might  now  be  tiresome  to  the  reader,  I  shall  only 
•  *;■*'  wjiR.rjfflc^it.f-r'^.-s.i'a^^j^tjjysj'  ,;  iiiBW5u«H    •■  give 
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git e  an  account  of  what  appears  to  mc  necessary  and  oimve- 
nient  to  be  known. 

On  Saturday  the  4th  of  August,  the  next  day  after  aailinff 
fi-om  Polos,  the  i  udder  of  the  Pinta  broke  loose.  The  a£ 
miral  strongly  ■nspected  that  this  was  occasioned  b^  the  con* 
trivance  of  the  master  on  purpose  to  avoid  proceeding  on  the 
voyage,  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  do  before  they  left 
JBpain,  and  he  therefore  ranged  up  along  «de  of  the  disabled 
ivessel  to  give  every  assistance  in  his  power,  but  the  wind 
nidbw  so  hard  that  he  was  unable  to  afibra  any  aid.  Pinzon, 
however,  being  an  experienced  seamen,  soon  made  a  tempos 
rary  repair  by  means  of  ropes,  and  they  proceeded  on  their 
voyage.  But  on  the  foll6wing  Tuesday,  the  weather  becom- 
ing rou^  and  boisterous,  the  fastenings  gave  way,  and  the 
squadron  was  obliged  to  lay  to  for  some  time  to  renew  the 
repairs.  From  this  mistbrtune  of  twice  breakuig  the  rud- 
der, a  superstitious  person  might  have  fi>reboded  the  future 
disobedience  of  Pinzon  to  the  admiral  j  as  through  his  malice 
the  Pinta  twice  separated  from  the  squadron,  as  shall  be 
afterwards  related.  Having  applied  the  best  remedy  they 
eould  to  the  disabled  state  of  the  rudder,  the  squadron  con- 
tinued its  voyage,  and  came  in  sight  of  the  Canaries  at  day- 
break of  Thursday  the  9th  of  August  {  but,  owing  to  con- 
trary winds,  they  were  imable  to  come  to  anchor  at  Gran  Ca- 
noria  until  the  12th.  The  admiral  left  Pinzon  at  Gran  Cana* 
ria  to  endeavour  to  procure  another  vessel  instead  of  that 
which  was  disabled,  and  went  himself  with  the  Nuia  on  the 
same  errand  to  Gomcra. 

The  admiral  arrived  nt  Gomera  on  Sunday  the  12th  of 
August,  and  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  inquire  if  any  vessel 
could  be  procured  there  tor  his  purpose.  The  boat  re- 
turned next  morning,  and  brought  iutellicence  that  no  vessel 
was  then  at  that  island,  but  that  Donna  Beatrix  de  Bobadil- 
la,  the  propriatrix  of  the  island,  was  then  at  Gran  Canaria 
in  a  hired  vessel  of  40  tons  belonging  to  one  Gradeuna  of 
Seville,  which  would  probably  suit  his  purpose  and  might 
perhaps  be  got.  He  tiierefore  determined  to  await  the  arri- 
val of  that  vessel  at  Gomera,  believing  that  Pinzon  might 
have  secured  a  vessel  tor  himself  at  Gran  Conaria,  if  he  had 
not  been  able  to  repair  his  own.  After  waiting  two  u.^ys, 
he  dispatched  one  of  his  people  in  a  bark  which  wos  bound 
from  Gomera  to  Gran  Canaria,  to  acquaint  Pinzon  where  he 
lay,  and  to  assist  him  in  repairing  and  fixing  the  rudder. 
'■^_  Having 
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Having  waited  a  comiderable  time  for  an  answer  to  his  let- 
ter, he  sailed  with  the  two  vessels  from  Gomera  on  the  2Sd 
August  for  Oran  Canaria»  and  fdl  in  with  the  bark  on  the 
followinff  day,  which  had  been  detained  all  that  time  on  its 
voyage  oy  contrary  winds.  He  now  took  his  man  from 
the  bark,  and  siuling  in  the  night  post  the  island  of  Tene* 
riffe,  the  people  were  much  astonished  at  observing  flame* 
bursting  out  of  the  lofty  ir.K/untain  called  El  Pico,  or  the 
peak  of  TenerifFe.  On  this  occasion  the  admiral  was  at 
great  pains  to  explain  the  nature  of  this  phenomenon  to  the 
people,  by  instancing  the  example  of  Etna  and  several  other 
known  volcanos. 

Passing  by  TenerifFe,  they  arrived  at  Gran  Canaria  on 
Saturday  the  25th  August ;  and  found  that  Pinzon  had  only 
got  in  there  the  day  before.  From  him  the  admiral  r-as  in- 
formed that  Donna  Beatrix  had  sailed  for  Gomera  on  tho 
20th  with  the  vessel  which  he  was  so  anxious  to  obtain. 
His  officers  were  much  troubled  at  the  disappointment ;  but 
he,  who  always  endeavoured  to  make  the  best  of  every  occur- 
rence, observed  to  ther*  that  since  it  had  not  pleased  God 
that  they  should  gc.  As  vessel  it  was  perhaps  bettor  for 
them  ;  as  they  might  have  encountered  much  opposition  in 
pressing  it  into  the  service,  and  might  have  lost  a  great 
deal  of  time  in  shipping  and  unshipping  the  goods.  Where- 
fore, lest  he  might  again  miss  it  if  he  returned  to  Gomera, 
he  resolved  to  make  a  new  rudder  for  the  Pinta  at  Gran  Ca> 
naria,  and  ordered  the  square  sails  of  the  Nina  to  be  changed 
to  round  ones,  like  those  of  the  other  two  vessels^  that  she 
might  be  able  to  accompany  them  with  less  danger  and  ogi- 
tation. 

The  vessels  being  all  'refitted,  the  admiral  weighed  anchor 
from  Gran  Canaria  on  Saturday  the  first  of  l^ejptember,  and 
arrived  next  day  at  Gomera,  where  four  days  were  employed 
in  completing  their  stores  of  provisions  and  of  wood  and 
water.  On  we  morning  of  Thursday  the  sixth  of  September 
1492,  the  admiral  took  his  departure  from  Gomera,  and  com- 
.menc^dhis  great  undertaking  by  standing  directly  westwards, 
but  made  very  slow  pn^ess  at  first  on  account  of  calms. 
On  Sunday  the  ninth  of  September,  about  day-break,  they 
were  nine  leagues  west  of  the  island  of  Ferro.  Now  losing  sight 
of  land  and  stretching  out  into  utterly  unknown  seas,  many 
of  the  people  expressed  their  anxiety  and  fear  that  it  might 
be  long  before  they  should  see  land  again ;  but  the  admiral 
,-,.■•  .>-   .  •'■--..'•■'•      .  used 
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used  every  endeavour  to  comfort  them  with  the  awuranoe  of 
Mon  findmg  the  land  ho  was  in  search  of,  and  raised  their 
iu|N»af^MfMn|^wMltkandhonour  by  the  discovery.  To 
Insen  the  fear  which  they  rfHiinid  of  the  length  of  way 
ihey  had  to  sail,  he  gave  out  that  di^  bad  cmly  proceeded 
ifteen  leagues  that  day,  when  the  actual  dktanae  sailed  was 
eighteen ;  and  to  induce  the  people  to  beUeve  that  they  were 
not  BO  far  from  Spain  as  thev  really  were,  he  resolved  to  keep 
considerably  short  in  his  reckoning  during  the  wh<de  voyage, 
though  he  carefoUy  recorc^  the  true  reckoning  every  day  ifl 
private. 

On  Wednesday  the  twelfth  September,  haviiu^  ^  to 
about  150  leagues  i^^est  of  Fcrro,  thev  discove^ea  a  large 
trunk  of  a  tree,  sufltcicnt  to  have  been  the  mast  to  a  vessel  of 
180  tons,  and  which  seemed  to  have  been  a  long  time  in  the 
water.  At  this  distance  from  Ferro,  and  for  somewhat  fiu> 
ther  cm,  the  current  was  found  to  set  strongly  to  the  north- 
east. Next  day,  when  they  had  run  fifty  lenffues  fiirther  west- 
wards, the  needle  was  observed  to  vary  hafi*  a  point  to  the 
'eastward  of  north,  and  next  morning  the  vanation  was  a 
whole  point  east.  This  variation  of  me  compas  had  never 
been  before  observed,  and  therefore  the  admiral  was  much 
surprised  at  the  phenomenon,  and  concluded  that  the  needle 
did  not  actually  point  towards  the  polar  star,  but  to  some 
other  fixed  point.  Tbxes  days  afterwards,  when  almost  100 
leagues  farther  west,  he  was  still  more  astonished  at  the  ir- 
regularity of  the  variation  ;  for  having  observed  the  needle 
to  vajy  a  whole  point  to  the  eastwards  at  night,  it  pointed 
diredJy  northwards  in  the  morning.  On  the  night  of  Sa- 
turday the  fifteenth  of  September,  being  then  iwnost  SOO 
leagues  west  of  Ferro,  they  saw  a  prodigious  flash  of  light, 
or  fire-ball,  drop  from  the  sky  into  the  sea,  at  four  or  five 
leagues  distance  from  the  ships  towards  the  south-west.  The 
w<eather  was  then  quite  fair  and  seroic  like  April,  the  sea 
perfectly  calm,  the  wind  favourable  from  the  north-east,  and 
the  current  setting  to  the  north-east  The  pcq)Ie  in  the  Nina 
told  die  admiral  that  they  had  seen  the  day  before  a  heron^ 
and  another  bird  which  they  called  RtAo^-jtinco '.  These 
were  the  fiirst  bunds  which  had  been  seen  during  the  voyage, 
and  were  considered  as  Indications  of  apprcMtching  land. 

Bin. 

1  Rabo  dcjunco  it  explained  to  aignifyRMk^Mledt  Slababtiaga  tai^ 
4nd  ^unco  a  rush  in  the  Spanish  language.— £. 
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But  diey  were  more  agreeably  surprised  next  day,  Sunday 
ttjUeeiitn  September,  by  seeiqg  great  abundance  of  yellowi^ 

frt>eii  sea  weeds,  which  ajnoeared  as  if  newly  w—hair  aawy- 
cm  some  rock  or  island.     Nesct  Avf  tb»  aas  wwed  w«»  seen 
much  greater  quantiip»  and  ai  simII  live  lobster  was  obser- 
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ved  among^th*  WMMM  from  this  circumstance  many  affirmed 
thai  ^Snef  were  certainly  near  the  land.  The  sea  water  was 
afWrwards  noticed  to  be  only  half  so  salt  as  before ;  and  great, 
numbers  of  tunny  fish  were  seen  swimming  about,  some  of 
which  came  so  near  the  vessel,  that  cne  watt  killed  by  a  beard- 
ed iron.  Beiiig  now  S60  leagues  west  from  Ferro,  another 
of  the  birds  culed  Rabo-de-iunco  was  seen.  On  Tuesday 
the  eighteenth  September,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  who  had 
gone  a>head  of  the  admiral  in  the  Pinta,  which  was  an  excd- 
lent  sailer,  lay  to  for  the  admiral  to  come  up,  and  told  him 
that  he  h.id  seen  a  great  number  of  birds  fly  away  westwards^ 
for  which  reason  he  was  in  great  hope  to  see  land  that  nights 
Pinzon  even  thought  that  he  saw  land  that  night  about  fifteen 
leagues  distant  to  the  northwards,  which  appeared  very  black 
and  covered  with  clouds.  All  the  people  would  have  per- 
suaded the  admiral  to  try  for  land  in  that  direction  j  but, 
being  certainly  assured  that  it  was  not  land,  and  having  not 
yet  reached  the  distance  at  which  he  expected  to  find  the  land, 
he  would  not  consent  to  lose  time  in  altering  his  course  in 
that  direction.  But  as  the  wind  now  freshened,  he  gave  or- 
ders to  take  in  the  top-sails  at  night,  having  now  sailed  eleven 
days  before  the  wind  due  westwards  with  all  their  sails  up. 

All  the  people  in  the  squadron  being  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  seas  they  now  traversed,  fearful  of  their  danger  at 
such  unusual  distance  from  any  relief,  and  seeing  nothmg  ar 
round  but  sky  and  water,  began  to  mutter  among  themselves, 
and  anxiously  observed  every  ap))earance.  On  the  nineteenth 
Sept«nber,  a  kind  of  sea-gull  called  Alcatraz  flew  over  the 
adniiirals  ship,  and  several  others  were  seen  in  the  afternoon  of 
that  day ;  and  as  the  admiral  cx)nceived  that  these  birds  would 
not  fly  far  from  land,  he  enttrtained  hopes  of  soon  seeing 
what  \b  was  in  quest  of.  He  therefore  ordered  a  line  of  200 
fiithdms  to  be  tried,  but  without  finding  any  bottom.  The 
current  was  now  found  to  set  to  the  south-west. 

On  Thursday  the  twentieth  of  S^tember,  two  alcatrazes 
came  near  die  ship  about  two  hours  before  noon,  and  soon 
afterwards  a  third.  On  this  day  likewise  they  took  a  bird 
resembling  a  heron,  of  a  black  cobur,  with  a  white  tuft  on 
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its  head,  and  haying  webbed  (bet  like  a  duck.  Abundanoe  of 
weeds  were  seen  floating  in  the  sea,  and  one  small  fiih  was 
taken.  About  evening  three  land  birds  settled  on  the  raging 
of  the  ship  and  began  to  sing.  These  flew  away  at  dav-lHreak, 
which  was  considered  a  stronff  indici^on  of  approaching  the 
kuid,  as  these  little  birds  cowd  not  have  come  from  any  far 
distant  country ;  whereas  the  other  large  fowls,  being  used  to 
water,  might  much  better  go  far  from  land.  The  same  day 
an  alcatraz  was  seen. 

Friday  the  twenty-first  another  olcotroz  end  a  rabo  de 
junco  were  seen,  and  vast  quantities  of  weeds  as  far  as  the 
«yc  could  carry  towards  the  north.  These  a{^earances  were 
sometimes  a  comfort  to  the  people,  giving  them  hopes  of  near- 
ing  the  wi&hed-for  land ;  while  at  other  times  the  weeds  were 
so  tliick  as  in  some  measure  to  impede  the  prepress  of  the 
vessels,  and  to  occasion  terror  lest  what  is  fabulously  report- 
ed of  St  Amoro,  in  the  frozen  sea,  might  happen  to  them, 
that  they  might  be  so  enveloped  in  the  weeds  as  to  be  un- 
able to  movebackwards  or  forwards ;  wherefore  they  steered 
away  from  those  shoals  of  weeds  as  much  as  they  could. 

Next  day,  being  Saturday  the  twenty-second  September, 
they  saw  a  whale  and  several  small  binds.  The  wind  now 
veered  to  the  south-west,  sometimes  more  and  sometimes  less 
to  the  westwards  j  and,  though  this  was  adverse  to  the  direc- 
tion of  their  proposed  voyage,  the  admiral  to  comfort  the  peo- 
ple, alleged  that  this  was  a  favourable  circumstance ;  because 
among  other  causes  of  fear,  they  had  formerly  said  they  should 
never  nave  a  wind  to  carry  them  back  to  Spam,  as  it  hadalways 
blown  from  the  east  ever  since  they  left  Ferro.  They  still 
continued  however  to  murmur,  alleging  that  this  south-west 
wind  was  by  no  means  a  settled  one,  and  as  it  never  blew 
strong  enough  to  swell  the  sea,  it  would  not  serve  to  carry 
them  Dack  again  through  so  great  an  extent  of  sea  as  they 
had  now  passed  ova*.  In  spite  of  every  argument  used  by 
the  admiral,  assuring  them  that  the  alterations  in  the  wind 
were  occasioned  by  the  vicinity  of  the  land,  by  which  like- 
wise the  waves  were  prevented  from  rising  to  any  height,  they 
were  still  dissatisfied  and  terrified. 

On  Sunday  the  tw«ity-third  of  Sqptember,  a  brisk  gale 
sprung  up  at  W.  N.  W.  with  a  roiling  sea,  suca  as  the  peo- 
ple had  wi^ed  for.  Three  hours  before  noon  a  turtle-dove 
was  observed  to  fly  over  the  ship;  towards  evening  an  alca- 
traz* a  river  fowl,  and  several  white  birds  were  seen  flying 
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about,  and  lome  crabs  were  obwrved  among  the  weeds. 
Next  day  another  alcatraz  was  seen  and  ecvenl  small  lurds 
which  came  from  the  west.  Nmnbara  of  smaD  fishes  were 
0ecn  swimming  about,  some  of  which  w^re  struck  with  har- 
poons, as  they  would  not  Inte  at  the  hook. 

The  more  that  the  tokens  mentioned  above  were  observed* 
and  found  not  to  be  followed  by  the  so  anxiously  lookedrfor 
land,  the  more  the  people  became  fearful  of  the  event,  and 
entered  into  cabals  against  the  admiral,  who,  they  said  was 
desirous  to  make  himself  a  great  lord  at  the  expend  of.  thenr 
danger.  They  represented  tliat  they,  had  already  sufficiently 
performed  their  duty  in  adventuring  farther  from  land  and  all 
possibility  of  succour  than  had  ever  been  done  before,  and 
that  they  ought  not  to  proceed  on  the  voyage  to  their  mani- 
fest destruction.  If  they  did  they  would  soon  have  reason  to 
repent  their  temerity,  as  provisions  wonld'^soon  fall  short,  the 
ships  were  already  ihulty  and  would  soon  fail,  and  it  would 
be  extremely  diiUcUit  to  gctlrack  so  far  as  they  had  already 
gone.  None  could  condemn  them  in  their  own  opioiim  for 
now  turning  back,  but  all  must  consider  them  as  brave  men 
for  having  gone  upon  8uch  an  cnterprize  and  venturing  so 
far.  That  the  admiral  was  a  foreigner  who  had  no  &vour  at 
couit ;  and  as  so  many  wise  and  learned  men  had  already 
condemned  his  opinions  and  enterprize  as  visionary  and  im- 
)x»ssib^e,  there  would  be  none  to  favour  or  defend  him,  and 
they  were  sure  to  find  more  credit  if  they  occused  him  of  igr 
norance  and  mismanagement  than  he  would  do,  whatsoever 
lie  might  now  say  for  himself  against  them.  Some  even  pnv 
ceeded  so  far  as  to  presage,  in  case  the  admiral  should  xefiise 
to  acquiesce  in  their  proposals,  that  they  might  moke  a  short 
end  of  all  disputes  by  throwing  him  overboard ;  afler  which 
they  could  give  out  that  he  hail  fidlcn  over  while  making  his 
observations,  and  no  one  would  ever  think  of  inquiring  into 
the  truth.  They  thus  went  on  day  after  day,  muttering,,  com- 
plmning,  and  consulting  together ;  and  though  the  admiral 
was  not  fully  aware  of  the  extent  of  their  cabals,  he  was  not 
entirelywithouti^preheiKions  of  their  inconstancy  in  the  prcr 
senttryinff  situation,  and  of  their  evil  intentions  towards  him* 
He  therefore  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  quiet  their  ap- 
prehensions and  to  suppress  their  evil  design,  sometimes  using 
fair  words,  and  at  other  times  fully  resolved  to  expose  his 
life  rather  than  abandon  the  enterprize;  he  put  them  in  mind 
«f  the  due  punishment  they  would  subject   themselves  to  if 
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they  obstructed  the  voyoge*  To  confirm  their  hqws,  he  ro^ 
oipitnlatediiU  the  favourable  signs  and  indications  which  had 
beeil  lately  observed,  assuring  tnem  that  they  might  soon  ex- 
pect to  see  the  land.  But  they,  who  were  ever  attentive  to 
these  tdcens,  thousht  eveiy  hour  a  year  io  their  anxiety  to 
see  the  wished-for  land. 

C>n  Tuesday  the  twenty-fifth  of  September  near  sun-set,  as 
the  admiral  was  discoursing  with  Pinzon,  whose  ship  was 
then  very  near,  Pinzon  suddenly  called  out,  **  Land  I  landy 
Sir  I  let  not  my  good  news  miscarry."  And  pointed  out  a 
laive  mass  in  the  8*  W.  about  twentv-five  leagues  distant, 
which  seemed  very  like  an  island.  This  was  so  pleasing  to 
the  people,  that  therjr  returned  thanks  to  God  for  the  pleasing 
discovery ;  and,  although  the  admiral  was  by  no  means  satis- 
fied of  the  truth  of  Anions  observation,  yet  to  please  the 
men,  and  that  they  might  not  obstruct  the  voyage,  he  altered 
his  course  and  stood  m  that  direction  a  great  part  of  the 
ni^t  Next  morning,  the  twenty-sixth,  they  had  the  morti- 
fication to  find  the  supposed  land  was  only  compoiJ<^d  of  clouds, 
which  often  put  on  the  appearance  of  distant  land ;  and,  to 
their  great  dissatisfitction,  the  stems  of  the  ships  were  again 
turned  directly  westwards,  as  they  always  were  unless  when 
hindered  by  the  wind.  Continumg  their  course,  and  still 
attentively  watching  for  signs  of  land,  tiiey  saw  this  day  an 
alcatraz,  a  rabo  dc  junco,  and  other  birds  as  formerly  men- 
tioned. 

On  Thursday  the  twenty-seventh  of  September  they  saw 
another  alcatraz  coming  from  tlie  westwards  and  flying  to- 
wards the  east,  and  great  numbers  of  fish  were  seen  with  gilt 
backs,  one  of  which  they  struck  with  a  haipoon.  A  rabo 
de  junco  likewise  flew  past;  the  currents  for  some  of  the  last 
days  were  not  so  regular  as  before,  but  changed  with  the  tide, 
and  the  weeds  were  not  nearly  so  abundant. 

On  Friday  the  twenty-eighth  all  the  vessels  took  some  of  the 
fishes  with  gilt  backs ;  and  on  Saturday  the  twenty-ninth  they 
saw  a  rabo  de  junco,  which,  although  a  sca-tbwl,  never  rests 
on  the  waves,  but  always  flies  in  the  air,  pursuing  the  alcatrazes 
till  it  causes  them  to  mute  for  fear,  which  it  catches  in  the  air 
for  nourishment.  Many  of  these  birds  are  said  to  frequent 
the  Cape  de  Verd  islands.  They  soon  afterwards  saw  two 
other  alcatrazes,  and  great  numbers  of  flying^-fi^hes.  These 
last  arc  about  a  span  long,  and  have  two  little  membranous 
wingR  like  those  of  a  bat,  by  means  of  which  they  fly  about  a 
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pike-length  hi^  from  the  water  anda  miuketFihot in  length* 
and  sometimes  drap  upon  the  ships.  In  the  aftamoon  pf  this 
day  ihey  saw  abundance  of  weed*  lying  in  letstftfi  north  and 
south,  and  three  alcatmsEcs  pursued  by  a  rabo  de  juioo. 

On  the  moming,of  Sunday  the  thirties  of  September  four 
rabo  de  junoos  came  to  the  ships  and  from  so  many  of  them 
coming  together  it  was  thought  the  land  could  not  oe  fiur  dis- 
tant* especially  as  four  akatroses  followed  soon  afterwards.. 
Great  quantities  of  weeds  were  sten  in  a  line  stretqhingfircKa 
W.  N.  W.  to  E.  N.  &  and  a  great  number  of  the  fishea 
which  are  called  Emperadores,  which  have  a  very  hard  skL:i 
and  are  not  fit  to  eat.    Though  the  admiral  paid  every  atten'^ 
tion  to  these  indications,  he  never  neglecte^i  those  ia  the  hea" 
vens,  and  carefully  observed  the  course  of  the  stars.    H  j  was 
now  greatly  surprised  to  notice  at  this  time  that  the  Charles 
wain  or  Ursa  Major  constellation  appeared  at'  ightinthe  west, 
and  was  N.  E  in  the  morning:  He  thence  ooncluoed  that 
their  whdle  nightH  course  was  only  nine  hours,  or  so  many 
parts  in  twen^-ibur  ef  a  great  circle  <{  and  this  he  observe>'i 
to  be  the  case  regularly  every  night.     It  was  hkewit-    noticed 
that  the  compass  varied  a  whole  point  to  the  N.  W  at  light- 
fdll,  and  came  due  north  every  morning  at  day*4>reak.     As 
this  unheard-of  circumstance  confounded  and  perplexed  the 
pilots,  who  apprehended  dan{i;er  in  these  strange  regions  anjil 
at  such  unusual  distance  from  home,  the  admiral  enueavoured 
to  calm  their  fears  by  assigning  a  cause  for  this  wonderfiil 
phenomenon :  He  alleeed  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  po- 
lar star  making  a  circuit  round  the  pole,  by  which  they  weK 
not  a  little  satisfied. 

Soon  after  sunrise  on  Monday  the  first  ef  October,  «ii  aj*- 
t:atraz  came  to  the  ship,  and  two  more  about  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  long  streams  of  weeds  floated  from  east  to  west. 
That  morning  the  pilot  of  the  adnu  <0»  ship  said  that  they 
were  now  578  leagues  west  from  the  lii'  ,).d  of  Ferro.  In  his 
'public  account  tlie  admiral  said  they  were  584  leagues  to  the 
west;  but  in  his  private  journal  he  made  the  real  distance  707 
leagues,  or  129  more  than  was  r^x'koned  by  the  pilot.  The 
other  two  ships  differed  much  in  their  computation  from  each 
other  and  from  the  admirals  pilot.  The  pilot  of  Nina  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  Wednesday  ibilowing  said  they  had  only  sail- 
'cd  540  leagues,  and  the  pilot  of  the  Pinta  reckoned  6:34. 
^hus  they  were  all  much  short  of  the  trutli  j  but  the  admiral 
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winked  at  the'gross  mistake,  that  the  men,  not  thinking  them- 
selves so  fa  mm  home,  m^t  be  the  less  dqected. 

Thf^  nett  day,  being  Tuesday  the  second  of  October,  they 
saw  abundance  of  fish,  caught  one  small  tunny,  and  saw  a 
white' bbd  with  many  other  small  birds,  and  the  weeds  ^pear- 
eu  mUdh  withered  and  almost  fallen  to  powder.     Next  day^ 
seeing  no  birds,  they  suspected  that  they  had  passed  between 
some  islands  on  both  hands,  and  had  slipped  through  without 
ieeing^  them,  as  they  guessed  that  the  many  Lirds  which  they 
had  seen  might  have  been  passing  firom  one  island  Vo  another. 
On  this  account  th^  were  very  earnest  to  have  the  course  al- 
tered one  way  or  the  other,  in    quest  of  these  imaginary 
hmds:     But  the  admiral,  unwilling  to  lose  the  advantage  of 
the  fair  wind  which  carried  him  due  west,  which  he  accounted 
his  surest  course,  and  afraid  to  lessen  his  reputation  by  devi- 
ating from  course  to  course  in  search  of  land,  which  he  always 
affirmed  that  he  well  knew  where  to  find,  refused  his  consent 
to  any  change.     On  this  the  people  were  again  ready  to  mu- 
tiny,  and   resumed   their  murmurs  and  caJbols  against  him. 
Btkt  it  pleased  God  to  aid  his  authority  by  fresh  indications 
oS  land. 

On  Thursday  the  fourth  of  October,  in  the  afternoon,  above 
fikrty  sparrows  together  and  two  alcatrazes  flew  so  neur  the 
^ip  that  a  seaman  killed  one  of  them  with  a  stone.  Several 
other  birds  were  seen  at  this  time,  and  many  flying^fish  fell 
into  the  ^hips.  Next  day  there  come  a  rabo  de  junco  and 
an  alcatraz  from  the  westwards,  and  many  sparrovt-s  were 
seen.  About  sunrise  on  Sunday  the  seventh  of  October, 
some  signs  of  laind  appeared  to  tne  westwards,  but  being  im- 
perfect no  person  would  mention  the  circumstance,  iliis 
was  owing  to  fear  of  losing  the  reward  of  thirty  crowns  year- 
ly for  life  which  had  been  promised  by  their  CathoUc  majesties 
to  whoever  shoidd  first  discover  land ;  and  to  previjnt  them 
from  calling  out  land,  land,  at  every  turn  without  just  cause,  it 
Was  made  a  condition  that  whoever  said  he  saw  land  should 
lose  the  reward  if  it  were  not  made  out  in  three  days,  even 
if  lie  should  afterwards  actually  prove  the  first  discoverer. 
All  on  board  the  admirals  ship  being  thus  forewarned,  were 
exceedingly  careful  not  to  cry  out  landupon  uncertain  tokens ; 
but  those  in  tlic  Ninu,  which  sailed  better  and  always  kept  a- 
bead,  believing  that  they  certainly  saw  land,  fired  a  gun  and 
hung  out  their  colours  in  token  of  the  <liscovery ;  but  the 
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farther  they  «iiled  the  more  the  jovfiil  appearance  Ie8S(nied» 
till  at  last  it  vanished  away.  But  they  soon  afterwards  deri- 
ved much  comfi>rtbv  observing  great  nights  of  large  fowl  and 
•thers  of  small  birds  going  from  the  west  towards  the  south- 
west. 

Being  now  at  a  vast  distance  from  &)ain,  and  well  assured 
that  such  small  birds  would  not  go  far  from  land,  the  admiral 
now  altered  his  course  from  due  west  which  lutd  been  hither- 
to, and  steered  to  the  south-west.    He  assigned  as  a  reason 
for  now  changing  his  course,  although  deviating  little  from 
his  original  design,  that  he  followed  the  example  of  the  Por- 
tuguese, who  had  discovered  most  of  their  islands  by  attending 
to  tlie  flight  of  bird:;,  and  because  these  tlicy  now  saw  flew 
almost  uniformly  in  one  direction.     He  said  likewise  tliat  he 
had  always  expected  to  discover  land  about  the  situation  in 
which  they  now  were,  having  often  told  them  that  he  must 
not  look  to  find  land  until  they  should  get  750  leagues  to  the 
westwards  of  the  Canaries;  about  which  distance  he  expected 
to  fall  in  with  Hispaniola  which  he  then  called  Cipango,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  would  have  found  tliis  island  by  his 
direct  course,  if  it  had  not  been  that  it  was  reported  to  extend 
fromnorthto  south  *.  Owing  therefore  to  his  not  having  inclin- 
ed more  to  the  south  he  had  missed  that  and  others  of  the  Carib- 
bee  islands  whither  those  birds  were  now  bending  their  fiighf , 
and  which  had  been  for  some  time  upon  his  larboard  hand,    h 
was  from  being  so  near  the  land  that  they  continually  saw  such 
great  numbers  of  birds ;  and  on  Monday  tlie  eighth  of  October 
twelve  singing  birds  of  various  colours  came  to  the  ship,  and 
after  flying  round  it  for  a  short  time  held  on  their  way.     Many 
«ther  birds  were  seen  from  the  ship  flying  towards  the  south- 
west, and  that  same  night  great  numbers  of  large  fowl  were 
seen,  and  flocks  of  small  birds  proceeding  from  tlie  northwards, 
and  all  going  to  the  south-west.  In  the'morning  a  jay  was  seen, 
with  an  ulcatraz,  several  ducks,  and  many  small  birds,  all 
flying  the  same  way  with  the  others,  and  the  air  was  perceived 
to  be  fresh  and  odoriferous  as  it  is  at  Seville  in  the  month  of 
April.    But  the  people  were  now  so   eager  to  see  land  and 
had  been  so  often  dissuppointed,  that  th«y  ceased  to  give  faith 
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to  these  continual  indications ;  insomuch  that  on  Wednesday 
the  tenth,  although  abundance  of  birds  were  continually  pa&i 
sing  both  by  day  and  night,  they  never  ceased  to  oomplaink 
The  admiral  upbraided  their  want  of  resolution,  and  declared 
that  they  must  persist  in  their  endeavours  to  discover  the  In- 
dies, tor  which  h«  and  th^  had  been  sent  out  by  tlieir  Ca- 
tholic majesties. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  admiral  to  have  much 
longer  withstood  the  numbers  which  now  opposed  him;  hut 
itpfeased  God  that,  in  the  afternoon  of  XL  imlay  the  eleventh 
of  October,  such  manifest  tokens  of  being  near  the  land  ap;^ 
neared,  that  the  men  took  courage  and  rejoiced  at  their  good 
fortune  as  much  as  they  had  been  before  distressed.  Brom 
the  admirals  ship  a  green  rush  was  seen  to  float  past,, and  one 
of  those  green  fish  which  never  go  far  from  tlie  rocks,  i'hc 
people  in  the  Pinta  saw  a  cane  and  a  stafl'in  the  water,  and 
took  up  another  staff  v^ry  curiously  carved,  and  a  small  board, 
and  great  plenty  of  weeds  were  seen  which  seemed  to  have 
been  recently  torn  from  the  rocks.  Those  of  the  Nina,  be- 
sides similar  signs  of  land,  saw  a  branch  of  a  thorn  fUll  of 
red  berries,  which  seemed  to  have  been  newly  torn  from  the 
tree.  From  all  these  indications  the  admiral  was  convinced 
th.Ht  he  now  drew  near  to  tlie  land,  and  after  the  evenmg 
prayers  he  made  a  ^peech  to  the  men,  in  which  he  reminded 
them  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  having  brought  them  so  long  a 
voyage  with  such  favourable  weather,  and  in  comforting  them 
with  so  many  tokens  of  a  successful  hmc  to  their  enterprize, 
which  were  now  every  day  becoming  plainer  and  less  equivo- 
calf  He  besought  them  to  be  exceedingly  watchful  during 
the  night,  as  they  well  knew  that  in  the  first  article  of  the  in<!- 
structions  which  hv  had  given  to  all  the  three  ships  bcfbiie  leav- 
ing the  Canaries,  they  were  enjoined,  when  they  should  have 
sailed  700  leagues  west  without  discovering  land,  to  lay  to 
every  night,  from  midnight  till  day-break.  And,  as  he  hod 
very  confident  hopes  of  discovering  land  that  night,  he  required 
cvk  ly  one  to  keep  watch  ut  their  quarters )  and,  besides  the 
gratuity  of  thirty  crowns  a-ycar  for  life,  which  had  been  graci- 
ously prpmised  by  their  sovereigns  to  him  that  first  saw  the 
land,  he  engaged  to  give  the  fortunate  discoverer  ^  Vjelyet  dpubb 
let  from  himself. 

After  this,  us  the  admiral  was  in  his  cabin  about  ten  o^dock 
ut  night,  he  saw  a  light  on  shore;  but  it  was  so  unsteady  tha^ 
he  could  not  certainly  afldrin  that  it  came  from  land.    He 
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c^Ied  to  one  Peter  Outierres  and  desired  him  to  try  if  he 
could  perceive  the  same  light,  who  said  he  did  -,  but  one 
Roderick  Sanchez  of  Segovia,  on  being  desired  to  look 
the  same  way  could  not  see  it,  because  he  was  not  up 
time  enough,  as  neither  the  admiral  nor  Outierres  could 
see  it  again  above  once  or  twice  for  a  short  space, 
which  made  them  judge  it  to  proceed  from  a  candle  or  torch 
(lelonging  to  some  fisherman  or  traveller,  who  lifted  it  up 
occasionally  and  lowered  it  again,  or  perhaps  from  peopie 
going  from  one  house  to  another,  because  it  appeared  and 
vanished  again  so  suddenly.  Being  now  very  much  on  their 
guard,  they  still  held  on  their  course  until  about  two  in  the 
morning  of  Friday  the  twelfth  of  October,  when  the  Pinta 
which  was  aWays  far  a-head,  owing  to  her  superior  sailing, 
made  the  signal  of  seeing  land,  which  was  first  discovered  by 
Roderick  de  Triann  at  about  two  leagues  from  the  ship. 
But  the  thirty  crowns  a-year  were  afterwards  granted  to  tJip 
admiral,  who  had  seen  the  light  in  the  midst  of  darkness,  a 
type  of  the  spiritual  light  which  he  vyus  the  happy  means  of 
spreading  in  Uiese  dark  regions  of  error.  Being  now  so  near 
land,  all  the  ships  iay  to }  every  one  thinking  it  long  till  day- 
light, that  they  niignt  enjoy  the  sight  they  had  sc  long  and 
anxiously  desired  ^ 

When  day  light  appeared,  the  newly  discoveretl  land  was 
perceived  to  consist  of  a  flat  island  fifteen  leagues  in  length, 
without  any  hiJls,  all  covei'«d  with  trees,  and  having  a  great 
lake  in  the  middle.  The  island  was  inhabited  by  great  abund- 
ance of  people,  who  ran  down  to  the  shore  fillecT  with  won- 
der and  admiration  at  the  sight  of  the  ships,  which  they  con- 
ceived to  be  some  unknown  animals.  The  Christians  were 
not  less  curious  to  know  what  kind  of  people  they  had  fallen 
in  with,  and  the  curiosity  on  both  sides  was  £oon  satisfied, 
as  the  ships  soon  came  to  anchor.  The  admiral  went  on 
shore  with  his  l)oat  well  armed,  and  having  the  royal  standard 
of  Castile  and  Leon  displayed,  accompanied  by  the  command- 
ers  of  the  other  two  vessels,  each  in  his  own  boat,  carrying 

the 

3  The  dates  of  the  voyage  may  be  here  recapitulated.  Cdumbua  sail* 
ed  from  Pales  on  the  third  of  August  1 403,  and  reached  the  island  of  Go« 
mcra,  one  of  the  Canary  islande,  on  the  ninth  of  August,  or  in  six  daya. 
He  remained  there  and  at  Gran  Canaria,  refitting  and  replenithirig  his  itorM, 
till  the  sixth  of  September,  when  he  began  his  passage  due  west  across  the 
Atlantic ;  and  the  first  land  of  America  was  discovered  on  Friday  the 
twelfth  of  October  at  two  in  the  morning:  thirty-six  days  after  leiyiffg 
Crran  Canaria,  and  seventy  days  after  leaving  Palos  ux  Spain. — £. 
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tlie  particular  colours  which  Lad  been  allotted  for  the  enter- 
prize,  which  were  white  with  a  green  cross  and  the  letter  F. 
on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the  names  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella  crowned. 

The  whole  company  kneeled  on  the  shore  and  kissed  the 
ground  lor  joy,  returning  God  thanks  for  the  great  mercy 
they  hfi  1  experienced  during  their  long  voyage  through  seas 
hitherto  ur^assed,  and  their  now  liappy  discovery  of  an  un~ 
knotvn  land.    The  admiral  then  stood  up,  and  took  formal 
possession  in  the  usual  words  for  tlieir  Catholic  mMesties  of 
this  iij^lond,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  St  Salvador.     All 
the  Christians  present  admitted  Columbus  to  the  authority 
and  dignity  of  admiral  and  viceroy,  pursuant  to.  the  com- 
mission which  he  had  received  to  that  effect,  and  all  made 
oath  to  obey  him  as  the  legitimate  representative  of  their  Ca- 
tholic majesties,  with  such  expressions  of  joy  and  acknowledg- 
ment as  became  their  mighty  success ;  and  they  all  implored 
bis  forgiveness  of  the  many  aflronls  he   had  received  from 
them  through  their  fears  and  want  of  confidence.     Numbers 
of  the  Indians  or  natives  of  the  island  were  present  at  these 
ceremonies ;  and  perceiving  them  to  be  peaceable,  quiet,  and 
simple  people,  the  admiral  wstributed  several  presents  among 
ihem.     To  some  he  gave  red  caps,  and  to  others  strings  of 
glass  beads,  which  they  hung  about  their  necks,  and  various 
other  things  of  small  value,  which  they  valued  as  if  they  had 
been  jewels  of  high  price. 

After  the  ceremonies,  the  admiral  went  off  in  his  boat,  and 
the  Indians  followed  him  even  to  the  ships,  some  by  swim- 
ming and  others  in  their  canoes,  carrying  parrots,  clews  of 
spun  cotton  yarn,  javelins,  and  other  such  trifling  articles,  to 
barter  for  gloss  beads,  bells,  and  otiier  things  of  small  value. 
Like  people  in  the  original  simplicity  of  nature,  they  were  all 
naked,  and  even  a  woman  who  was  among  them  was  entirely 
destitute  of  clothing.  Most  of  them  were  young,  seemingly 
not  above  thirty  yeors  of  oge  j  of  a  good  stature,  with  very 
thick  block  lank  hair,  mostly  cut  short  above  their  ears,  though 
suinc  had  it  down  to  their  shoulders,  tied  up  with  a  string 
about  their  head  like  womcns  tresses.  Their  countenances 
were  mild  and  agreeable  and  their  features  good ;  but  their 
foreheads  were  too .  high,  which  gave  them  rather  a  wild  ap- 
pearance. They  were  of  a  middle  stature,  plump,  and  well 
shaped,  but  of  an  olive  complexion,  like  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Canaries,  or  sunburnt  peasants.  Some  were  painted 
widi  black,  others  with  white,  and  others  again  witli  red :  In 
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«Dme  the  whole  body  was  painted,  in  others  only  the  face, 
«nd  some  only  the  nose  and  eves.  They  had  no  weapons 
like  those  of  Europe,  neither  had  they  any  knowledge  of  such; 
tor  when  our  people  shewed  them  a  naked  sword,  they  igno- 
rantly  grasped  it  by  the  edge.  Neither  had  they  any  know- 
ledge of  iron  ;  as  their  javelins  were  merely  constructed  of 
wood,  having  their  points  hardened  in  the  fire,  and  armed 
with  a  piece  of  fish-bionc.  Some  of  them  had  scars  of  wounds 
on  different  parts,  and  being  asked  by  sigris  how  these  had  been 
got,  they  answered  by  signs  that  people  from  other  islands 
came  to  take  them  away,  and  that  they  had  been  wounded  in 
their  own  defence.  They  seemed  ingenious  and  of  a  voluble 
tongue;  as  they  readily  repeated  such  words  as  they  once 
heard.  There  were  no  kind  of  animals  among  them  except- 
ing parrots,  which  they  carried  to  barter  with  the  Christians 
among  the  articles  already  mentioned,  and  in  this  trade  they 
continued  on  board  the  ships  till  night,  when  they  all  return^ 
ed  to  the  shore. 

In  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  being  the  13th  of  Octo- 
ber, many  of  the  natives  returned  mi  board  the  ships,  in  their 
boats  or  canoes,  which  were  all  of  one  piece  hollowed  like  « 
tray  from  the  trunk  of  a  tree ;  some  of  these  were  so  large  a» 
to  contain  forty  or  torty-fivc  men,  while  others  were  so  small 
as  only  to  hold  one  person,  with  many  intermediate  «izes 
between  these  extremes.    These  they  worked  along  with  pad- 
dles formed  like  a  bakers  peel  or  the  implement  which  is  used 
in  dressing  hemp.    I'hesc  oars  or  paddles  were  not  fixed  by 
pins  to  the  sides  of  the  canoes  like  ours ;  but  were  dipped 
into  the  water  and  pulled  backwards  as  if  digging.    Their 
canoes  are  so  light  and  artfully  constructed,  that  if  overset 
they  soon  turn  them  right  aprain  by  swimming ;  and  they 
empty  out  the  water  by  throwing  them  from  side  to  side  like 
H  weavers  shuttle,  and  when  half  emptied  they  lade  out  the 
rest  with  dried  calabashes  cut  in  two,  which  they  carry  for  that 
purpose. 

1'his  second  day  the  natives,  as  said  before,  brought  vari- 
«us  articles  to  barter  for  such  small  thl'igs  as  they  could  pro- 
cure in  exchange.  Jewels  or  metals  of  any  kind  were  not 
ieen  among  them,  except  some  small  plates  of  gold  which 
hung  from  their  nostrils ;  and  on  being  questioned  from 
whence  they  procured  the  gold,  Uiey  answered  by  signs  that 
.  they  had  it  from  the  Kouth,  where  tJierc  was  a  king  who  pos- 
sessed abundance  of  pieces  and  vessels  of  gold ;  and  they  made 
our  people  to  understand  that  ihoro  were  many  otlicr  islands 
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diid  large  countries  to  the  south  and  south-west.  Thev  were 
very  covetous  to  get  possession  of  any  thing  ivbidi  belonged 
to  the  Christians,  and  being  themsc}:^es  \fry  po«.  i,  wi'di  no- 
thing ov  value  to  give  in  exchange,  as  ;i<>>i  as  vliey  got  <;« 
board,  if  they  could  lay  hold  of  any  thing  iviiich  dtruck  tV  e'r 
ilvr  cy,  though  it  were  only  a  pJeee  of  a  broken  gLi ,  1  eiir\tr:n 
dish  or  pomnlger,  they  lr?ape<i  <.v>th  it  into  tiie  sea  and  swam 
on  shore  with  their  pTize.  If  they  b/ought  any  thing  on 
board  they  would  barter  it  for  any  thing  whatever  belongiiig 
to  our  peopiit%  ^even  fo:  a  piece  of  brol*  en  glass ;  insoinv  cii 
that  some  gave  sixteen  lai'ge  dews  of  well  spun  cotto.  -^ai*a, 
weighing  tweitty-five  pounis,  icr  three  small  pieces  cf  Portu- 
^ue^o  bra-;s  coiu  not  worth  a  iTartliln?.  Their  ''berRi'Ity  in 
aeulJng  did  not  proceed  from  thdr  putting  >-ny  givat  value  on 
the  tilings  themselves  which  they  received  from  our  people  in 
veturn,  but  because  they  valued  them  as  belonging  to  the 
(Ihristians,  ivhom  they  believed  certainly  to  have  come  down 
r*;>m  Heaven,  and  they  therefore  earnestly  desired  to  have 
s  imethiJig  from  them  as  a  memorial.  In  this  manner  all 
this  day  was  spent,  and  the  i^anders  as  before  went  all  oq 
shore  at  night, 

:l  Next  Sunday,  being  the  15th  of  October,  the  admiral  sail- 
(&d  in  his  boats  along  the  coast  of  the  island  of  St  Salvador 
towards  the  north-west,  to  examine  its  njiture  and  octent,  and 
discovered  a  bay  of  sufficient  capacity  to  contain  all  the  ships 
in  Christendom.  Ah  he  rowed  along  the  coast,  the  people 
ran  after  him  on  shore  inviting  him  toTjEitid  with  offers  of  pro- 
visions, and  calling  to  each  other  to  come  and  see  the  people 
who  had  come  down  from  Heaven  to  visit  the  earth,  and  lift- 
ing up  their  hands  to  Heaven  as  if  giving  thanks  for  their  ar- 
rival. Many  of  them  in  their  canoes,  or  by  swimming  as  they 
best  could,  came  t)  the  boats  asking  by  signs  whether  they 
came  down  from  Heaven,  and  entreating  them  to  come  on 
shore  to  rest  and  refresh  themselves.  The  admiral  gave  to 
all  of  them  glass  beads,  pins,  and  other  trifles,  being  much 
pleased  at  their  simplicity  {  and  at  length  came  to  a  peninsula 
having  a  good  harlx>ur,  and  where  a  good  fort  might  have 
been  made.  He  there  saw  six  of  the  Indian  houses,  having 
gardens  about  them  as  pleasant  as  those  of  Castile  in  the 
iiionth  of  May,  though  now  well  advanced  in  October.  But 
the  people  being  fatigued  with  rowing,  and  finding  no  land 
so  ihviting  as  to  induce  him  to  make  any  longer  stay,  he  re- 
sumed to  his  ships,  taking  seven  of  the  Indians  along  with 
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bim  to  serve  as  interpreters,  and  made  sail  fur  certain  otfaep 
inlands  which  he  had  seen  from  the  peninsula,  which  ^|  apr: 
peared,  to  be  plain  and  grrcen  and  full  of  inhabitants. 

The  next  day,  being  Monday  the  I6th  of  October,  hecam,e 
to  on  island  whkh  was  six  leagues  from  St  Salvador,  to  which 
be  gave  the  name  of  St  Mary  of  the  Conception.  That  side 
of  wis  second  island  which  is  nearest  to  St  Salvador  extende4 
north-west  about  five  leagues ;  but  the  side  tp  which  the  afl-r 
miral  wept  lies  east  and  west,  and  is  about  ten  leagues  long. 
Casting  anchor  off  the  west  point  of  this  islaqd,  he  landed  and 
took  possession.  Here  the  people  flocked  tp  ^ee  tlie  Chrisr 
tians,  expressing  their  wpnder  and  admiraliop  ps  |iad  bt^n 
done  in  the  former  island.  v^i 

Perceiving  that  this  was  entirely  similar  to  St  Salvadoi*^ 
he  sailed  on  the  17th  from  this  island,  and  went  westwards  to 
another  island  considerably  larger,  being  above  twenty.-eiglu 
leagues  from  north-west  to  south-east  Thla  like  the  others 
was  quite  plain  and  bad  a  fine  beach  of  e^sy  access,  and  he 
named  it  Fernandina.  While  sailing  between  the  island 
of  Conception  and  Fernandina  ^ey  found  a  man  padr 
dling  along  in  a  small  canoe,  who  had  with  him  a  piece  of  tlxcir 
bread,  a  calabash  full  of  M'ater,  a  small  quantity  <^  a  red  earth 
like  vermilion,  with  which  these  people  paint  themselves,  and 
some  dried  leaves  which  they  vahie  for  their  sweet  scei»t  axid 
95  being  very  wholesome ;  «um1  in  a  little  basket  he  liad  u 
string  of  green  glass  beads  and  two  small  pieces  of  Portuguese 
coin :  Whence  it  was  concluded  that  he  had  come  ft\)m  £(]t 
Salvador  past  the  Conception,  and  w^as  going  in  all  haste  \ti 
Fernandina  to  carry  the  news  of  the  appearance  of  the  .Cl>r3is.- 
tians.  But  as  the  way  was  long  w^<,l  he  v»r  weary,  ho  came 
to  the  shipt*  fuxi  wtM  taken  on  boanU  l>oth  himself  and  Ki^ 
canoe,  and  was  covitivuiily  ti.vated  hy  the  admiml,  who  ^teOit 
him  on  shore  as  »kH>i>  t^  W  came  t.o  land,  that  he  might  '4>read 
the  nem-v  'l>»>  H^WMU'abie  account  he  gave  cavjwxl  the  l)eo^>ie 
of  Fcmtai^M  tv>  come  on  l:qard  in  their  caiioes,  to  excnan^ 
the  same  tmui  ot'  things  n-  had  been  don^e  at  the  twx»  i^rme^ 
islands  i  and  whop  ll)e  l>oats  went  on  *^re  tor  waUh',  the  \fjc 
dians  both  natlily  shtw» d  whev(^  it  w-ss  to  be  Bot»  and  carri^^ 
the  small  casks  full  oo  their  bhiHvKleiTs  ifi  /ill  tj^e  J^ogsheai^s  ^ 
the  boatN 

The  inhabitants  of  Fernandina  seemed  to  be  a  wi^er  ai\4 
discf<£«>ter  people  than  those  in  the  two  former  islands,  as,U^^ 
bargi\)ued  nm'der  for  what  they  e:^cpanged ;  (b^y  jbfl4 
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cloth  m  their  houses  as  bed-clotheS)  and  some  of  'he  women 
wore  short  cotton  doths  to  cover  their  nakedness,  while  others 
had  a  sort  of  swathe  for  the  same  puipose.  Among  other 
things  worthy  of  remark  in  this  island,  certain  trees  had  the 
appearance  of  being  engrafted,  as  they  had  leaves  and  branches 
of  four  or  five  different  sorts,  ;  nu  were  t  quite  natural. 
They  saw  fishes  of  several  sorts,  ornamented  with  fine  colours  ; 
but  no  ^ort  of  land  animals  except  lizards  and  serpents.  The 
better  to  observe  this  island,  tne  aqmiral  sailed  along  its  coust 
(u  the  north-west,  and  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  a  most 
beautiful  harbour,  at  the  entrance  of  whicli  a  small  island  pre- 
vented the  n('(i|>fiH  of  ships.  In  that  neighbourliood  was  am 
of  the  laruosi  (owns  tfiey  liiul  uwi  |ul  seen,  tonslNfliig  of 
twelve  or  mlecn  houses  together,  built  like  tents  or  round  pa- 
vilions, but  in  which  wore  no  otiiev  ornaments  or  moveables 
besides  those  which  have  been  aheady  mentioned  us  offered 
in  barter.  Their  beds  were  like  nets,  drawn  together  in  the 
nature  of  n  sling,  and  tie<I  to  two  posts  in  their  houses.  In 
this  island  they  saw  some  dogs  resembling  mastiffs,  and  others 
lilge  beagles,  but  none  of  them  barked. 

Finding  nothing  of  value  in  Fernandina,  the  admiral  sailed 
thence  on  Friday  the  19th  October  to  anotlier  isliind  called 
Baomotto  bv  the  natives,  to  which,  that  he  might  proceml  re- 
gularly in  nis  nomenclature,  he  gave  the  name  of  Isabella. 
Thus  to  tiis  first  discovery  called  Quanaiiahl  vy  tiie  natives, 
he  gave  the  name  of  St  Salvador  or  St  Huvlour,  in  honour  of 
God  who  had  delivered  him  from  so  many  dangers,  and  hall 
providentially  pointed  out  the  way  for  its  discovery.  On  ac- 
count of  his  particular  devotion  to  the  itnmaculate  concep- 
tion of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  because  she  is  the  great  patro- 
ness of  the  Christians,  he  named  the  second  island  St  Mary 
•f  the  Conception.  The  third  he  named  Fernandina  in  ho- 
nour of  the  Catholic  king  |  the  fourth  Isabella  in  honour  of 
the  Catholic  queen  ;  and  the  next  island  which  he  discover- 
ed, callctl  Cuba  l>y  the  natives,  he  named  Joanna  in  respect 
to  prince  .Tolui  the  heir  of  Caslile,  having  in  these  several 
names  given  due  regard  to  both  spirituals  and  temporals.  Of 
the  four  islands  hitherto  discovered,  St  Salvador,  the  Concep- 
tion, Fernandina,  and  Isabella,  Fernandina  far  exceeded  all 
the  others  in  extent,  goodness,  and  beauty,  and  abounded  more 
in  delicious  waters,  pleasant  meadows,  and  beautiful  trees, 
among  which  Were  many  aloes.  It  had  likewise  some  hills, 
which  were  not  to  be  seen  in  these  other  islands.     Being 
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much  taken  with  its  beauty,  the  admiral  landed  to  perform 
the  ceremony  of  taking  possession  in  some  meadows  as  plea- 
sant and  ddiffhtfol  as  those  of  Spain  in  April,  where  night- 
ingales and  other  birds  sung  in  the  most  cheerful  manner, 
both  in  the  trees  and  flying  about  in  such  numbers  as  almost 
to  darken  the  sun  {  but  most  of  them  differed  much  from  our 
birds  in  Spain. 

In  this  island  theire  were  great  abundance  of  waters  and 
hikes,  and  in  one  of  them  our  people  saw  a  sort  of  alligator 
seven  feet  long  and  above  a  foot  wide  at  the  belly.  This  ani- 
mal being  disturbed  threw  itself  into  the  lake,  which  was  by 
no  means  deep ;  and  though  somewhat  alarmed  by  its  fright- 
ful appearance  and  fierceness,  our  people  killed  it  with  their 
spears.  The  Spaniards  learnt  afterwards  tu  consider  the  aili- 
sator  as  a  tiainiy,  and  even  as  the  best  food  possessed  by  the 
IndJatifi  i  as  when  its  horrid-looking  skin,  all  covered  with 
scales,  18  reiiiovfd,  the  flesh  is  very  white  and  delicious.  The 
alligator  is  called  yvanu  by  the  Indians. 

As  it  grew  late,  our  people  left  the  alligator  where  it  was 
slahi,  ana  returned  to  the  ships;  but  being  desirous  to  explore 
tilir  country  somewhat  faither,  they  landed  again  next  day, 
when  they  killed  another  alligator  in  the  same  place.  Trave- 
ling thence  into  the  interior  of  the  island  they  found  a  town 
or  village,  whence  the  natives  fled  at  their  approach,  carrying 
off*  as  much  of  their  goods  as  they  wei'e  able.  The  admiru 
would  not  suffer  any  part  of  what  they  had  left  to  b^  taken 
away,  lest  the  natives  should  consider  the  Spaniards  as  thieves ; 
wherefore  their  fears  soon  abated,  and  they  came  to  the 
ships  to  barter  their  commodities  as  the  other  Indians  had 
done. 

Having  examined  the  nature  and  products  of  the  island  of 
Isabella  and  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  the  admiral  de- 
termined to  wa^e  no  niore  time  in  exploring  the  remaining 
islands  in  this  numerous  group,  more  especially  as  he  was  in- 
formed by  the  Indians  ^at  they  all  resembled  each  other. 
He  therefore  shaped  his  course  for  a  large  island  to  the  south- 
wnvdsjt  which  the  Indians  named  Cuba,  and  which  was  much 
applauded  bv  them  all.  Accordmgly,  on  Sunday  the  28th 
of  October,  he  arrived  on  its  northern  coast.  At  firat  sight 
this  island  appeared  to  be  better  and  richer  than  those  which 
he  had;^,vi8ited  before ;  from  the  great  extent  of  its  coasts,  the 
size  of  its  rivers,  the  beauty  and  variety  of  its  hilband  moun- 
thms,  apd  the  extent  of  itji  plains,  all  cloth^  with  an  infinite 
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^rarieiy  bflrees.  He  ^f»  therefiire  desirous  to  get  tome  knov- 
ledgfe  of  its  people,  itoA  bime  to  anbhor  in  the  mouth  ofalargtt 
river,  the  ba  Uu  ii^^hith  were  Hchlj  adotned  with  thidc  bod 
isill  trcesi  aU  cOvelred  leith  frdit  and  blossoms  Tery  diftrent 
fi'dih  those  of  Sf^ain.  The  place  was  in  every  respect  deli- 
cic^,  and  aboutiued  in  tall  ^rass,  afid  herbs  of  a  vast  variet}!^ 
Of  kinds,  mostly  diiTerinff  irom  those  of  Europe,  and  the 
Irbbdt  t^£!l%  thronged  With  birds  of  Various  plumage.  On 
gbiuff  tb  tWo  honseii  bt  a  shbrt  distance,  the  inhabitants  were 
iotttm  to  have  fled  j  leaVirtg  their  nets  and  other  fishing  tackiei 
idgethcr  with  a  dog  wh^cfa  did  not  bark.  As  the  admiral 
h(3  given  strict  orders  that  Nothing  ^hoidd  be  carried  away^ 
th^  soort  rMumcti  to  thd  shi^i 

Leaving  this  riirer,  thd  squftdrtjfil  cdntiniUrd  Its  course  along 
the  toast  to  the  westwards,  and  came  to  another  river,  which 
the  admiral  named  Rio  de  Mares,  or  the  river  of  the  sea?. 
This  was  much  larger  than  tlie  former  river,  as  a  ship  was 
able  to  turn  up  its  channel,  and  its  banks  were  thickly  inha- 
bitied ;  but  all  the  natives  fled  towards  the  mountains  on  first 
^rceiVinj;  thd  approach  of  our  ships)  carrying  away  every 
thing  they  wei^  dble  (0  renfove.  The^  mountain^  appeared 
Of  a  round  or  tonical  fo^mv  very  lofty,  and  entirely  covered 
With  trees  and  an  mfinite  variety  of  beautiful  plants.  Find- 
ing himself  disanpointed^  through  tlie  fears  of  the  natives,  of 
l^aVhiAg  what  n^  Wished  respecting  the  nature  and  produc* 
tioh:i  of  tTle  island,  and  the  mamiers  of  the  people,  and  con^ 
ddering  that  he  should  increase  their  terrors  if  be  were  to 
]ahd  a  great  number  of  men^  he  resolved  to  s^nd  two  Spa- 
niards into  t3ie  ihterior,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  natives 
of  St  Salvador,  whom  he  had  brought  along  with  him  from 
thbt  idkufdj  and  a  ndtiVe  of  Cuba  who  had  ventured  aboard 
iii  his  cartoe.  He  instructed  these  men  to  travel  up  into  the 
coiintry,  and  to  caress  ohd  conciliate  as  much  .is  possible  any 
"Of  the  natives  they  might  fa*!!  in  with.  And  that  no  time 
might  be  lost  during  their  tibscnte,  he  ordered,  die  ships  Xxs  be 
laid  on  shore  to  careeh  their  bottoms.  It  was  observed  in 
tliis  place  that  all  the  flrewood  they  used  nvas  from  a  tree 
ill  every  respect  resiembling  the  mastic,  but  rimch  larger  than 
those  xif  Europe. 

Thie  ships  being  repaired  '{Aid  ready  for  sailing  on  the  5di 
of  November,  tlir  two  Spaniards  who  had  been  sent  into  the 
interior  returned,  uringin^  tw^  of  the  natives  along  with  them, 
'tliey  reported  that  they  liad  travelled  twelve  leagues  up  the 
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countiyt   where   they  came  to  a  town  of  fifty  pretty  {arge 
hotuna,  all  constructed  of  timber  in  a  round  form  aodthatcbr 
ed  with  straw,  resemUing  so  many  tents  or  pavilimu.    Kc- 
cording  to  their  estimation,  this  place  mic|it  contain  1000 
itihabitants,  as  all  that  belonged  to  one  famify  dwelt  together 
in  one  house.    The  principal  jpepple  of  the  plajce  came  out  to 
meet  them,  and  led  tnem  by  the  arms  into  the  town,  giving 
them  one  of  the  large  houses  to  lodge  in  during  their  stay. 
They  were  there  seated  upon  wooden  stools  mode  of  one 
piece,  in  very  strange  shapes,  almost  resembling  sqme  living 
creature  with  four  very  short  legs.     The  toil  was  lifijed  up, 
and  as  broad  as  the  seat,  to  serve  tor  the  convenience  of  lean- 
ing against ;  and  the  front  was  carved  into  the  resemblance 
of  a  head,  having  golden  eyes  and  ears.    Tlie  Spaniards  be> 
ing  seated  on  those  stools  or  chaii*s,  which  the  Indians  called 
duchif  all  the  natives  sat  about  them  on  the  ground,  and  came 
one  by  one  to  kiss  their  hands  with  great  respect,  belicvins 
them  tqhave  come  from  Heaven.     Tliey  were  presented  with 
Gome  boiled  roots  to  eat,  not  unlike  chesnuts  in  taste  ;  and  as 
the  two  Indians  who  had  accompanied  them  had  given  an 
excellent  character  of  the  strangers,  they  were  entreated  to 
remain  among  them,  or  at  least  to  rest  themselves  for  some 
days.     Soon  afterwards  the  men  went  out  from  the  house, 
and  many  women  came  to  see  them,  who  all  respectfully  ki»r 
sed  their  hands  and  fett,  and  oiFered  them  presents  of  various 
articles. 

When  they  proposed  returning  to  the  ships,  many  of  the 
Indians  wanted  to  accompany  them,  but  they  would  only  ac- 
cept of  the  king,  his  son,  and  one  servant,  whom  tlie  admiral 
received  with  every  demonstration  of  honour  and  respect. 
The  l^aniards  farther  reported  that  they  had  fallen  in  with 
several  other  towns,  both  in  their  going  out  and  returning, 
in  all  of  which  they  had  been  entertained  with  the  same  cour- 
tesy ;  but  that  none  of  these  other  towns  contained  above  five 
housesk  That  thev  met  many  people  by  the  v  ay^  all  of  whom 
carried  a  lighted  hre-brand,  to  light  fires,  by  mea/j  of  which 
they  perfumed  themselves  with  ceiixiin  odoriferous  herbs,  or 
roasted  some  of  the  roots  mentioned  before,  wliich  seemed  to 
,  be  their  principal  food.  They  saw  during  their  journey  many 
kinds  of  trees  and  plants  different  from  those  which  grew  on 
the  coast,  and  great  variety  of  birds  altogether  different  from 
those  of  Europe;  but  among  the  rest  were  partridges  and 
nightingales ;  and  they  had  seen  no  species  of  quadruped  in 
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tbe  ooantiy»  except  the  dumb  dogs  form&efy  mentioned. 
They  found  »  mod  deal  of  cultivated  land,  some  of  which 
was  planted  with  the  roots  before  mentimied,  some  with  * 
^lecies  of  bean»  and  some  sown  with  a  sort  of  grain  called 
maiz,  which  was  vety  well  tasted  either  baked  or  dried,  and 
ground  to  flour.  They  saw  vast  quantities  of  well  spun  cot- 
toik  yam,  made  up  into  balb  or  clews  i  insomuch,  that  in  one 
house  only  they  had  seen  12,500  pounds  of  that  commodi- 
ty^. The  plants  from  which  the  cotton  is  procured  grow 
UaturaHy  about  the  fields,  like  rose  bushes,  and  are  not  cuki- 
Tated  or  planted  by  the  natives.  When  ripe,  the  pods  ope» 
of  thonselves,  but  not  all  at  one  time ;  tor  upon  the  same 
plant  young  buds,  others  beginning  to  open,  and  others  al- 
most entirely  ripe  are  seen  at  the  same  time.  Of  these  poda 
the  Indians  afterwards  carried  large  quantities  on  board  the 
ships,  and  gave  a  whole  baskct-fuU  for  a  thong  of  leather : 
Yet  none  of  them  used  this  substance  to  clothe  themselves 
withy  but  only  to  make  nets  to  serve  them  for  beds,  which 
they  call  iamacas,  and  in  weaving  aprons  for  the  women,  all 
the  men  going  entirely  naked.  On  being  asked  whether  they 
possessed  any  gold,  or  pearls,  or  ^ice,  they  made  answer  fay 
signs  that  there  was  grtot  plenty  towards  the  east,  in  a  coun- 
try which  they  named  Bohio,  which  was  afterwards  supposed 
to  be  the  island  of  Hispaniola,  but  it  has  never  been  certainly 
ascertained  what  place  they  meant  to  indicate. 

After  receiving  this  account,  the  admiral  resolved  to  re- 
main no  longer  in  the  Rio  de  Mares,  and  ordered  some  of 
the  natives  ot  Cuba  to  be  seized,  as  he  intended  to  carry  some 
feom  all  parts  of  his  discoveries  into  Spain.  Accordingly 
twelve  were  seized,  men  women  and  children ;  and  this  was 
done  with  so  little  disturbance,  and  occasioned  so  little  terror, 
that  wh^  the  ships  were  about  to  sail,  the  husband  of  one  of 
the  women  and  father  of  two  children,  who  had  been  carried 
ont  board.  Came  off  in  a  canoe,  requesting  to  go  along  with  . 
his  wife  and  children.  This  circumstance  gave  great  satis- 
foetion  to  tbe  admiral,  who  ordered  him  to  be  taken  on 
board,  and  they  were  all  treated  with  great  kindness. 

On  the  IS^th  of  November  the  squadron  weighed  from  the 
Rio  dc  Mares  and  stood  to  the  eastwards,  intending  to  pro- 
ceed in  search  of  jthe  island  called  Bohio  by  the  IndifAs ;  but 
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die  wind  Uowing  hard  from  the  north,  ihej  weiecoastnuBed 
to  eone  to  ain  anchor  MHoiw  some  high  ialanda  on  the  coait  of 
Cttlw,  near  a  luge  port  which  the  admiral  named  Ptterta  dd 
Prindpe,  or  the  Princes  Port,  and  he  called  die  sea  amonff 
these  islands  the  Sea  of  our  Lady.  These  islands  lay  so  thicK 
and  dose  together,  that  most  of  them  were  only  a  oiusketHihet 
asunder,  and  the  fitfthest  not  more  than  the  qaaiter  of  a 
league.  The  channels  between  these  islands  were  so  deep» 
Mid  the  shores  so  beMatifuUy  adorned  with  trees  and  plants  of 
infinite  varieties,  tliat  it  was  quite  delightful  to  sau  among 
them.  Among  the  multitude  of  other  trees,  there  were  great 
numbers  of  mastic,  aloes,  and  pahns,  with  long  smooth  ffreen 
trunks,  and  other  plants  innumerable.  Though  these  islands 
were  not  inhabited,  there  were  seen  the  remains  of  many  fires 
which  had  been  made  bv  the  fishermen ;  for  it  appearad  a§- 
terwards,  that  the  people  of  Cuba  were  in  use  to  go  ovor  in 
great  numbers  in  their  canoes  to  these  islands,  and  to  a  great 
number  of  other  uninhabited  islets  in  these  seas,  to  live  upon 
fish,  which  they  catch  in  great  abundance,  and  upon  birds, 
crabs,  and  other  things  ^ch  they  find  on  the  land.  Hie 
Indians  are  by  no  means  nice  in  their  choice  of  food,  but 
eat  many  things  which  are  abhorred  by  us  Europeans,  such 
as  large  spiders,  the  worms  that  breed  in  rotten  wood 
and  other  corrupt  places,  and  devour  their  fish  almost  raw  ; 
for  before  roasting  a  fish,  they  scoop  out  the  eyes  and  eat 
them.  The  Indians  follow  this  employment  of  fishing  and 
bird-oatching  according  to  the  seasons,  sometimes  in  one 
island,  sometimes  in  another,  as  a  person  changes  his  diet 
whoi  weary  of  living  on  one  kind  of  food. 

In  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Sea  of  our  Lf.dy ,  the  Spaniards 
killed  a  quadru|>ed  resembling  a  badger,  and  in  the  sea  they 
found  considerable  quantities  of  mother-of-pearL  Among 
other  fidi  which  they  caught  in  their  nets,  was  one  resembling 
a  swine,  which  was  covered  all  over  with  a  very  hard  skin 
except  die  tail,  which  was  quite  soft.  In  this  sea  among  die 
ishmds,  the  tide  was  observed  to  rise  and  fall  much  more  than 
in  the  other  places  where  they  had  been  hitherto ;  and  was 
quite  contravy  to  ours  in  Spain,  as  it  was  low  water  when  the 
moon  was  S.  W.  and  by  S. 

On  Monday  the  19th  November,  the  admiral  departed 
from  die  Princes  Port  in  Cuba  and  the  Sea  of  our  Lady,  and 
eteered  eastwards  in  search  of  Bohio ;  but  owing  to  contrary 
innndsi  he  was  forced  to  ply  two  or  three  days  betweoi  tlie 
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i  island  of  Isabelkt  called  Saomotto  by  the  Indians,  and  the 
''  Puerta  del  Principe,  which  lie  almost  due  north  and  south, 
^  at  about  twenty-five  leagues  distance.  In  this  sea  he  still 
i^feund  traces  of  those  weeds  which  he  had  seen  in  the  ocean, 
^wid  perceived  that  they  always  swam  with  the  current  and 
•?liever  athwart. 

{  At  this  time  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  being  informed  by 
^certain  Indians  whom  he  had  concealed  in  his  caravel,  that 
'  tiabundance  of  gold  was  to  be  had  in  the  :;jland  of  Bohio,  and 
;.blinded  by  covetousness,  he  deserted  the  admiral  on  Wednes- 
•iday  the  2 1  St  o*^*  November,  without  being  constrained  by  any 
stress  of  weather,  or  other  necessity  whatever,  as  he  could 
.easily  have  come  up  with  him  before  the  wind.  Taking  ad- 
•irantage  of  the  superior  sailing  of  his  vessel  the  Rnta,  he 
■made  all  sail  '  ing  the  next  day,  and  when  night  came  on 
of  the  22d,  **• :  «  m  entirely  out  of  sight.  Thus  left  with  only 
two  ships,  aud  ^he  weathei  being  unfavourable  for  proceeding 
on  his  way  in  search  of  Bohio,  the  admiral  was  obliged  to 
return  to  Cuba,  where  he  came  to  anchor  in  a  harbour 
which  he  called  iSt  Catherines,  not  far  from  the  Princes  Port, 
Mid  there  took  in  wood  and  water.  In  this  port  he  accident- 
ally saw  signs  of  gold  on  some  stones  in  the  river  where  they 
were  taking  in  water.  The  mountains  in  the  interior  were 
full  of  such  tall  pine  trees  as  were  fit  to  make  masts  for  the 
ku-gest  ships;  neither  was  there  any  scarcityofwood  for  plank 
to  build  as  many  ships  as  might  be  wished,  and  among  these 
were  oaks  and  other  trees  resembling  those  in  Castile,  But 
perceiving  that  all  the  Indians  still  directed  him  to  Bohio 
and  the  eastwards  as  the  country  of  gold,  heron  ten  or  twelve 
league*  farther  to  the  cost  along  the  coast  of  Cuba,  meeting 
ail  the  way  with  excellent  hbrb{)urs  and  many  large^rivers.  In 
one  of  his  letters  to  their  Catholic  majesties,  he  says  so  much 
cS  the  delif^tinlness  and  beauty  of  the  country,  that  I  have 
thought  fit  to  give  an  extract  in  his  own  words.  Writing  con- 
cerning the  mouth  of  a  river  which  forms  a  harbour  which  he 
namea  Puerto  Santo,  or  the  Holy  Harbour,  he  says  thus : 

<*  When  I  went  with  the  boats  before  me  to  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour  towards  the  south,  I  found  a  river  up  the  mouth 
of  which  a  galley  could  row  easily]  and  it  w:a8  so  land-locked 
that  its  entrance  could  not  be  discovered  unless  when  close  at 
hand.  The  beauty  of  this  river  induced  mc  to  go  up  a  short 
distance,  where  I  found  from  five  lo  eight  fathoms  water. 
Coining  to  anchor,  I  proceeded  a  considerable  way  up  th« 
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river  with  the  boats ;  and  sudi  was  the  delightftdness  of  tht 
place  that  I  could  have  been  tempted  to  remain  there  for  ever. 
The  water  was  so  clear  that  we  could  see  the  sand  at  the 
bottom.    The  finest  and  tallest  palm  trees  I  had  ever  seen 
were  in  great  abundance  on  either  shore,  with  ua  infinite 
number  of  large  verdant  trees  of  other  kinds.     Th.   soil 
seemed  exceedingly  fertile,  being  every  where  covered  by 
the  most  luxuriant  verdure,  and  the  woods  abounded  in  vast 
varieties  of  birds  of  rich  and  variegated  plumage.    This  coun- 
try, most  serene  princes,  is  so  wonderfully  fiue,  and  so  fat 
excels  all  others  in  beauty  and  delightfulness  as  the  day  ex- 
ceeds the  night ;  wherefore  I  have  often  told  my  companions 
thr  I  though  1  should  exert  my  utmost  endeavours  to  give  your 
highness  a  perfect  account  of  it,  my  tongue  and  pen  must 
ever  fall  short  of  the  truth.    I  was  astonished  at  the  s^t  of 
so  much  beauty,  and  know  not  how  to  describe  it.    Fhave 
formerly  written  of  other  countries,  describing  their  trees,  an4 
fruits,  and  plants,  and  harbours,  and  all  belonging  to  them  as 
largely  as  I  could,  yet  not  so  as  I  ought,  as  all  our  pemde 
affirmed  that  no  others  could  possibly  to  more  delightful.  But 
this  so  far  excels  every  other  which  I  have  seenj  that  I  am 
constrained  to  be  cWent ;  wishing  that  others  may  see  it  and 
give  its  description,  that  they  may  prove  how  little  credit 
is  to  be  got,  more  than  I  have  done,  in  writing  and  speaking 
on  this  subject  so  far  inferior  to  what  it  deserves." 

While  going  up  this  river  in  the  boat,  the  admiral  saw  a 
canoe  haiuied  on  shore  among  the  trees  and  under  cover  of  a 
bower  or  roof,  which  was  as  large  as  a  twet  r^-oared  barge, 
and  yet  hoLowed  out  of  the  trunk  of  oiic  tree.  In  a  house 
hard  by  they  found  a  ball  of  wax  and  a  mans  skull,  eaclx  la 
a  basket,  hanging  to  a  post,  and  the  same  was  afterwards 
found  in  another  nouse ;  and  our  peoplp  surmized  that  these 
might  be  the  skulls  of  the  founders  of  these  two  houses.  No 
people  could  be  found  in  this  place  to  give  any  information, 
as  all  the  inh.  >bitant8  fled  from  their  houses  on  the  appearance 
of  the  Spaniards.  They  afterwards  found  another  canoe  all 
of  one  piece,  about  seventy  feet  long,  which  would  have  car- 
ried fift^  persons. 

Having  snile^i  106  leagues  eastwards  along  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  the  admiral  at  length  reached  the  eastmost  point  of 
that  island,  to  which  he  gave  the  nan^e  of  Cape  Alpha  j  and 
on  Wednesday  the  fifth  Deceir'^or  he  struck  Bjctoss  the 
channel  between  Cuba  and  Hispanioln,  which  islands  are  six- 
teen 
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letia  lei^es  iasunder ;  but  owine  to  coiltriuy  cimrents,  was< 
Bnabte  to  r^ftch  the  coast  of  Hiflpaniola  until  the  next  day, 
#hen  he  ^tdred  a  harbdtir  which  he  named  Port  St  Nidiolas, 
itk  horitiiir  df  the  saint  oh  whose  festival  he  made  the  discovery. 
'it&ipOitis  IflfTffe,  deep,  safe,  and  encompassed  with  many 
fall  ttees ;  but  the  country  is  more  rocky  and  the  trees  less 
than  in  Cuba,  and  more  like  those  in  C&stile:  among  the 
frees  Ivere  inainy  small  oaks,  with  myrtles  and  other  shrubs, 
flfid  k  pleasant  river  ran  along  a  lain  towards  the  port,  all 
it>iihd  wiiich  were  seen  lai'ge  canoes  as  big  as  those  they  had 
foiitnd  in  Puerto  i^to.  Not  being  fible  to  meet  with  any  of 
tHe  itthabitents,  the  admirhl  quitted  St  Nicholas  and  stretch- 
ed along  the  cokst  to  the  ntirthwftrds,  till  he  came  to  another 
port  which  he  named  the  Conception,  which  lies  almost  due 
south  from  a  small  iiiland  about  the  size  of  the  Grrim  Canaria, 
and  which  was  afterwards  tiamed  Tortuga.  Perceiving  that 
ihis  island,  Which  they  believed  to  be  Bohio,  was  very  Targe, 
that  the  land  and  trees  resembled  Spain,  and  that  in  fishing 
they  caught  iseveral  fishes  inuch  like  those  in  Spain,  as  soles, 
salmon,  pilchards,  crabs  and  the  like,  en  Sunday  the  ninth  of 
December  the  admiral  gave  it  the  name  of  Espannola^  or  little 
Spain,  or  as  it  is  called  in  English  Hispaniola. 

Being  desirous  of  making  inquiry  info  the  nature  of  this 
country  atid  its  inhabitants,  three  of  the  Spaniards  travelled  up 
tlte  mountain  and  fell  in  with  a  considerable  number  of  Indians, 
who  were  all  naked  like  those  they  had  seen  at  the  other  is- 
lands J  these  immediately  ran  off  into  the  thickest  parts  of  the 
wood  on  seeing  the  Spaniards  draw  near,  and  they  could  only 
overtake  one  young  woman,  who  had  a  plate  of  gold  hanging 
from  her  nose.  She  was  carried  to  tlic  admiral,  who  gave 
her  some  baubles,  as  bells  and  glass  beads,  and  then  sent  her 
on  shore  without  any  injury  being  offered  to  her  j  and  three 
of  the  ludititi^  who  had  been  brought  from  the  other  islands, 
with  three  Spaniards,  were  ordered  to  accompany  her  to  her 
dwelling-place.  Next  day  he  sent  eleven  men  on  shore  well 
armed,  with  directions  to  explore  the  country.  After  travel- 
ling aliout  four  leagues  they  found  n  sort  of  town  or  village, 
consisting  of  about  a  thousand  houses,  scattered  about  a  large 
valley.  The  inhabitants  all  fled  on  seeing  the  Spaniards ;  but 
Che  of  the  Indians  brought  from  St  Salvador  went  after  them, 
Tihd  persuaded  them  to  return,  by  afsuring  them  that  the 
Sbaitiards  were  people  who  had  come  down  from  Heaven. 
Having  laid  aside  their  fears  they  were  fuU  of  admiration  at 
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the  abearance  of  the  strangers,  and  would  h.y  (heir  hands 
on  their  heads  to  do  them  honour  j  they  brought  food  to  out 
people  and  gave  th^n  every  thing  they  asked,  requiring  no- 
thing in  return,  and  entreated  tiicr  i  to  remain  all  ni^t  in 
their  village.  The  Spaniards  would  not  accept  the  invitation, 
but  returned  to  the  ships  with  the  news  that  the  country  was 
very  pleasant  and  aboumied  in  provisions ;  that  the  people 
were  whiter  and  handsomer  thun  any  they  had  seen  in 
the  other  islands,  and  were  very  courteous  and  tractable.  To 
the  constant  question  respecting  gold,  they  answered,  like  all 
the  rest,  that  the  country  where  it  was  found  lay  farther  to  the 
eastwards. 

On  receiving  this  intelligence,  although  the  wind  was  ad- 
verse, the  admiral  set  sail  immediately ;  and  on  the  following 
Sunday  the  sixteenth  of  December,  while  plying  between 
Tortuga  and  Hispaniola,  he  found  one  man  alone  in  a  small 
canoe,  which  they  all  wondered  was  not  swallowed  up  by  the 
waves,  as  the  wind  and  sea  were  then  very  tempestuous. 
This  man  was  taken  into  the  ship  and  carried  to  Hispaniola, 
where  he  was  set  on  shore  with  several  gifts.  He  told  the  In- 
dians how  kindly  he  had  been  treated,  and  spoKe  so  well  of 
the  Spaniards  that  numbers  of  the  natives  came  presently  oa 
bo&rd ;  but  they  brought  nothing  of  value,  except  some  small, 
grains  of  gold  hanging  from  their  ears  and  nos^,  and  being 
asked  whence  they  procured  the  gold,  they  made  signs  thtit 
there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  bad  higher  up  the  country. 

Next  day,  while  the  cacique  or  lord  of  that  part  of  His- 
paniola was  on  the  beach  bartering  a  plat^  cf  gold,  there  came 
a  large  canoe  with  fbity  men  on  board  <  v  m  the  island  of 
Tortuga  to  near  the  place  where  the  admiral  lay  at  anchor. 
When  the  cacique  and  his  people  saw  the  canoe  approach, 
they  all  sat  down  on  the  ground,  as  u  sign  that  they  were 
imwiiling  to  fight.  Almost  all  f:  c  people  from  the  canoe 
immediately  landed ;  on  which  the  Hispaniola  chief  tttai'ted 
up  alone,  and  with  threatening  words  and  gestures  made  th.  m 
return  to  their  canoe.  He  then  threw  water  after  them,  iu  d 
cast  stones  into  the  sea  towards  llie  canoe ;  and  when  they 
had  oil  most  submissively  returned  into  their  canoe,  he  de> 
livered  a  stone  to  one  of  the  Spanish  ofiicers,  making^  sigj^^f'  ^o 
him  to  throw  it  at  those  in  the  canoe,  as  if  to  express  that 
he  took  part  with  the  Spaniards  against  the  Indipos 
of  Tortuga;  but  the  officer,  seciuk  that  they  retired 
quietly,  cud  not  throw  the  stone'.     While  afterwards  dUh 

coursing 

5  Nothing  can  be  more  ambiguoui  than  the  interpretation  of  ugnt  be- 
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cooning  with  the  admiral  respectins  the  island  of  Tortuga, 
the  friendly  cacique  affinned  that  it  contained  more  gold 
than  all  Hispwiiola;  but  thatinBohio,  which  was  fifteen  days 
joum^  from  the  place  they  were  then  in,  there  was  more 
than  in  any  oldber  land.  '<" 

On  Tuesday  die  eighteenth  of  December,  the  caci()tle 
who  came  the  day  before  to  wherr  the  canoe  of  Tortuga  was, 
and  who  lived  about  five  leagues  from  where  the  ships  lay, 
came  in  the  morning  to  a  town  near  the  sea,  where  some 
Spaniards  then  were  by  order  of  the  admiral  to  see  if  the  na- 
tives brought  any  more  gold.  These  men  came  off  to  the 
admiral  to  acquaint  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  king,  who  was 
accompanied  by  above  200  men,  and  who  though  very  young, 
was  carried  by  four  men  in  a  kind  of  palanq^uin.  Having 
rested  a  little,  the  king  drew  near  the  ships  with  all  his  peo- 
ple, but  i  shall  give  an  account  of  the  interview  in  the  admi- 
ral's own  words  addressed  to  their  Catholic  majesties. 

**  There  is  uo  doubt  that  your  highnesses  would  have  been 
much  pleased  to  have  seen  the  gi'avity  of  his  deportment,  and 
the  respect   with   which  he   was  treated    by    his    people, 
though    all  we  saw  were  entirely  nake<l.      Whcjn  he  came 
on  deck  and  understood  that   I  was  below  at  dinner,   he 
surprized  .  e  by  sitting  down  at  my  side  without  giving  me 
time  to  go  out  to  receive  him   '^r  even  to  /ise  from  table. 
"When  he  came  down,  he  made  oigns  to  all  his  followers  to 
remain  above,  which  they  did  with  the  utmost  respect,  sitting 
down  quietly  on  the  deck,  excepting  two  old  men  who  seemed 
to  be  his  councillors,  who  came  down  along  with  him  and 
sat  down   at  his  feet.     Being  informed  of  his  quality,  I  or- 
dered some  meat  which  I  was  eating  at  ih  •  time  to  be  offered 
him.     He  and  his  councillors  jusf  tasted  it,  and  then  sent  X 
to  their  men  upon  deck,  who  all  eat  of  it.     The  same  thing 
they  did  in  regard  to  drink  ;  ior  they  only  ki^^sed  the  cip, 
and  then  handed   it  about.     Their  deportment  was  woiider- 
fully  grave,  and  they  used  but  few  words,  which  were  uttered 
very  deliberately  and   with  much   decorum.     Alter  eating, 
one  of  his  attendants  brought  him  a  girdle  not  much  unlike 
those  used  in  Castile,  but  wrought  of  different  materials,  this 
-■;  ^  ,-.-  -  :^    .  -  they 

tween  people  who  are  utterly  ignorant  of  each  others  language :  But  the 
signs  on  this  occasion  seem  rather  to  imply  that  rhe  cacique  requested  the 
Spaniards  to  declare  themselves  his  friends,  by  participating  in  hostile  de> 
monstrations  against  the  people  from  Tctuga..— E. 
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they  very  raspectfaUv  delivered  into  his  hand,  and  he  pre- 
sented it  to  me  with  two  very  thin  pieces  of  wrought-jgold. 
Of  this  gold  I  believe  there  is  but  little  here,  though  I  sus- 
pect there  is  a  place  at  no  great  distance  which  produces  a 
great  deal,  and  whence  they  procure  it.  Believing  he  might 
like  a  caipet  or  counterpane  which  lay  on  my  bedt  I  present- 
ed it  to  him,  together  with  some  fine  amb>r  beads  which  I 
wore  about  my  neck,  a  pair  of  red  shoes,  and  a  bottle  of 
orange-flower  water,  with  all  of  which  he  seemed  very  much 
pleased.  The  two  old  men  who  sat  at  his  feet,  seemed  to 
watch  I  he  motions  of  the  kings  lips,  and  spoke  both  for  and 
to  him ;  and  both  he  and  they  expressed  much  concern  be- 
cause they  did  not  understand  me  or  I  them,  though  I  made 
out  that  if  I  wanted  any  thing  all  the  island  was  at  my  com- 
mand. I  brought  out  a  casket  in  which  v/as  a  gold  medal 
weighing  four  ducats,  on  which  weie  the  portraits  of  your 
highnesses,  and  shewed  it  to  him,  endeavouring  to  make 
him  sensible  that  your  highnesses  were  mighty  princes,  and 
sovereigns  of  the  best  part  of  the  world.  1  shewed  him  like- 
wise the  royal  standard,  and  the  standard  of  the  cross,  which 
he  made  great  account  of.  Turning  to  his  councillors,  he 
said  that  your  highnesses  must  certainly  be  great  princes,  who 
had  sent  me  so  far  as  from  Heaven  thither  withoqt  fear. 
Much  more  passed  between  us  which  I  did  not  understand ; 
but  could  easily  perceive  that  tlicy  greatly  admired  every 
thing  they  saw.  It  being  now  late,  and  seeming  anxious  to 
be  gone,  I  sent  him  on  shore  very  honourably  in  my  boat, 
and  caused  several  guns  to  be  fired.  When  ashore, .he  got 
into  his  palanquin  attended  by  above  two  hundred  people,  and 
a  son  whom  he  iiad  along  with  him  was  carrieii  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  one  of  his  principal  people.  He  ordered  all  the  Spa- 
niards who  were  on  shore  to  have  provisions  given  to  them, 
ond  that  they  should  be  very  courteously  used. 

"  Afterwards  1  was  told  by  a  sailor  who  met  him  on  his 
way  into  the  country,  that  every  one  of  the  things  I  had  given 
him  were  carried  before  him  oy  a  person  of  note }  that  his 
son  did  not  accompany  him  on  the  road,  but  was  carried  at 
some  distance  behind  with  as  many  attendants  as  he  had  i 
unci  that  a  brother  of  his,  with  almost  as  many  more  followed 
on  foot,  led  by  two  principal  people  supportinj^;  him  under 
the  arms.  The  brother  had  been  on  board  along  with  the 
king,  and  to  him  likewise  I  h:>d  made  some  trifling  presents." 

In  continuance  of  the  foregoing  account  of  his  proceed- 
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ings,  the  admiral  gives  the  following  narmtive  of  the  unfortVH 
nate  loss  of  his  own  carairel  die  St  Mary : 

**  Having  put  to  sea,  the  weather  was  veiy  calm  on  Mon- 
day the  twenty-fourth  December,  with  hardly  any  wind} 
bat  what  little  ^re  was  carried  me  from  the  sea  of  St  llio- 
mm  to  Funta  StMta  or  the  Holy  Cape,  off  which  we  hy  at 
about  the  distance  of  a  league.    About  deven  at  night,  being 
very  much  fiitigued,  as  I  had  not  sl^t  for  two  days  aira  a  night, 
I  went  to  bed }  and  the  seaman  who  was  at  the  helm  left  it  to  a 
grummet ',  although  I  had  given  strict  injunctions  that  this 
should  never  be  oone  during  the  whole  voyage,  whether  the 
wind  blew  or  not.    To  say  me  truth  I  thought  we  were  per^ 
fectly  safe  from  all  dang^  of  roclrr,  itnd  shoals  j  as  on  that 
Sunday  when  I  sent  my  boats  to  the  king  of  the  island,  they 
went  at  least  three  leagues  and  a  half  beyond  Punta  Santa, 
and  the  seamen  had  carefully  examined  al)  the  coast,  and 
noted  certain  shoals  which  lie  three  leagues  E.  S.  £.  of  that 
cape,  and  observed  which  way  we  might  sail  in  safety,  a  de- 
gree of  precaution  which  I  had  not  before  taken  during  the 
whole  voyage.    It  pleased  God  at  midnight,  while  all  the  men 
were  asle^,  that  the  current  gently  carried  our  ship  up<m 
one  of  the  shoals,  which  made  such  a  roaring  noise  that  it 
might  have  been  heard  and  discovered  at  the  distance  of  a 
league,    llien  the  fellow  who  felt  the  rudder  strike  and  heard 
the  noise,  immediately  began  to  cry  out,  and  I  hearing  him 
got  up  immediately,  for  no  one  had  as  yet  perceived  that  we 
were  aground.     Presently  the  master  whose  watch   it  was 
came  upon  deck,  and  I  ordered  him  and  other  sailors  to  take 
the  boat  and  carry  out  an  anchor  astern,  hoping  Uiereby  to 
warp  off  the  ship.     Thereupon  he  and  others  leapt  into  the 
boat,  as  I   believed  to  carry  my  orders  into  execution;  but 
they  immediately  rowed  away  to  the  other  caravel  which  was 
half  a  league  from  us.     On  perceiving  that  the  boat  had  de- 
serted us,  and  the  water  ebbed  apace  to  the  manifest  danger 
of  our  ship,  I  caused  the  mai^ts  to  be  cut  away,  and  lightened 
her  as  much  as  possible  in  hopes  to  get  her  off.    But  the 
water  still  ebbed,  and  the  (ravel  remained  fast  in  the  shoal, 
and  turning  athwart  the  stream  the  seams  opened  and  all  be- 
low deck  became  filled  with  water." 

**  Meanwhile,  the  boat  returned  from  the  other  caravel  to 
our  relief,  for  the  people  in  the  Nina,  perceiving  they  had 

fled 

6  This  term  evidently  expresses  a  person  unused  to  the  sea,  as  coo- 
tradistinguished  from  an  experienced  seaman.— £. 
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fle4,  iefiii«4  to  veoeive  ^m»  and  obli^  them  to  vetHra  to 
owr  i^p.    No  hiopes  of  saving  &e  sKip  appcaringi  £  went 
away  to  the  other  caravel  to  save  the  lives  of  the  people }  and 
^rdst  part  of  the  night  was  already  spent,  while  yet  we  kncfw 
not  ^ich  way  to  get  from  among  the  bhoala,  I  lay  ta  with 
the  Mtna  till  day-iight,  and  then  drew  towards  the  land  witbia 
the  shoals.    I  uien  dispatched  James  de  Araoa  the  provost, 
a^d  Peter  Gutieres,  your  highnesses  secretary,  to  acquaint  the 
kiag  with  what  had  happened,  and  to  inform  him,  that  as 
I  was  bound  to  his  own  port  to  pay  him  a  visit,  accordiag  to 
his  desire,  I  had  lost  my  ship  on  a  flat  opposite  h>a  town. 
On  receiving  diis  inteliiffence,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  the  luug 
ejipressed  much  grief  ror  our  Joss,  and  immediately  sent  on 
all  the  pec^ie  in  the  place  with  many  large  canoes  to  our  as- 
sistance.    We  accordingly  began  immediately  to  unload,  and 
with  our  own  boats  and  their  canoes,  w^e  soon  carried  on  shore 
every  thing  that  was  on  the  deck.     The  aid  given  us  on  thi» 
occasion  by  the  king  was  very  great;  and  he  afterwards,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  brothers  and  kindred,  took  all  possible 
care,  both  on  board  and  ashore,  that  every  thing  should  be 
conducted  and  preserved  in  the  most  orderly  manner.     From 
time  to  time  he  sent  some  of  his  people  to  me  weeping,  to 
beg  me  not  to  be  dejected,  as  he  wouki  give  me  every  tning 
he  possessed.      I  assure  your  highnesses  that  bett^  order 
could  not  have  been  taken  in  any  port  in  Castile  to  preserve 
our  things,  for  we  did  not  lose  the  value  of  a  pin.  He  caused 
all  our  clothes  and  other  articles  to  be  laid  together  in  one 
place  near  his  own  residence,  and  appointed  armed  men  to 
watch  them  day  and  night,  until  the  Abuses  which  he  had  al- 
lotted for  our  accommodation  could  be  emptied  and  got  in 
readiness  for  our  reception.     All  the  people  lamented  our 
misfortune  as  if  the  loss  had  been  their  own.     So  kindly, 
tractable,  and  free  from  covetousness  are  these  good  Indians, 
that  I  swear  to  your  highnesses  there  are  no  better  people, 
nor  is  there  a  better  country  in  the  world.     They  love  their 
neighbours    as  themselves,    and  their  conversation    is  the 
sweetest  that  can  be  conceived,  always  pleasant  and  always 
smiling.     It  is  true  that  both  men  and  women  go  entirely 
naked,  yet  your  highnesses  may  rest  assured  that  they  have 
very  commendable  customs.     The  king  is  served  with  much 
state  and  ceremonious  respect,  and  his  manners  are  so  staid 
that  it  is  very  pleasing  to  see  him.     They  have  wonderfully 
good  memories,  and  are  of  quick  apprehension,  and  were  ex- 
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tremety  desirous  to  know  every  thinff,  asking  manyciue*- 
tiqns,  and  inquiring  into  the  causes  and  effeots  of  every  tirii^ 
theyjtm." 

'The  chief  king  of  the  country  came  on  board  to  virft  the 
adnjiral  on  Wednesday  the  26tfa  of  Deoeaber,  and  expresmsd 
mmh  Boamm  /E^  Mi  msibttune,  anu  endeavoured  to  comfort 
l^m  by  prambing  to  giye  him  every  thing  that  he  might  de* 
me.  He  said  that  he  had  already  ffiven  three  houses  to  thto 
Spaniards  to  lay  up  every  thing  which  bad  been  saved  from 
the  ship  and  was  ready  to  give  them  as  many  more  a^  they 
might  require.  In  the  mean  time,  a  canoe  came  from  i\ 
ne^bouring  island,  bringing  some  plates  of  gold  to  exchange 
for  small  bells,  which  the  Indians  valued  above  every  thing ; 
and  our  seamen  from  the  shore  informed  the  admiral  that 
many  Indians  resorted  from  other  placed  to  the  town,  who 
brought  several  articles  made  of  gold  which  they  bartered  for 
points  and  other  things  of  small  value,  and  ofiPering  to  bring 
much  more  gold  if  the  Christmas  desired.  The  king  or  great 
cacique  perceiving  that  the  admiral  was  much  gratified  by 
this  information,  told  him  he  would  give  ordera  to  bring  a 
great  quantity  of  gold  from  a  place  called  Cibao,  where  it  was 
to  be  Had  In  great  abundance.  Afterwards,  when  the  admiral 
was  on  shore,  the  cacique  invited  him  to  eat  axis  and  cazabi, 
which  formed  the  principal  diet  of  the  Indians ''.  He  like> 
wise  presented  him  with  some  masks  or  vi7ors,  having  their 
eyest  noses,  and  ears,  made  of  gold,  and  many  pretty  or- 
naments of  that  metal  which  tlie  Indians  wore  about  their 
iiedki. 

The  CBcique  complained  to  the  admiral  of  a  nation  called 
the  Carihty  who  used  often  to  carry  away  his  men  to  make 
daves  of  or  to  eat  them  ;  and  he  was  greatly  rgoiced  when 
the  admiral  shewed  him  the  superiority  of  the  European  . 
weapons,  and  promised  to  defend  him  and  his  people  against  f 
the  Caribs.  He  was  much  astonislied  at  our  cannon,  which 
so  to-rified  the  natives  that  they  fell  down  as  if  dead  on  hear- 
ing tlie  report.  Finding  therefore  so  much  kindness  among 
these  people,  and  such  strmig  indications  of  gold,  the  admiral 
almost  forgot  his  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  ship,  thinking  that^ 

Go» 

7  Cazabi  seems  to  have  been  what  is  now  called  casada  in  the  British 
West  Indies,  or  prepared  manioc  root;  and  axi  in  some  other  parts  of  this 
voyage  is  mentioned  ar  the  spice  of  the  West  Indies  ;  probably  either  pi* 
mento  or  capsicum,  and  used  as  a  condiment  to  rclich  tnc  insipidity  of  th« 
Cauda.— £. ' 


'^W 


t. 


% 


oliAF.  irMCT.  V.      by  Christopher  Cotumbus. 


7* 


God  had  so  ordered  mi  purpose  to  fix  g  eolonjr  of  CSiristiang 
in  that  place,  where  they  mifjttt.  trade  and  acquire  a  thorough 
kndwledge  of  the  countty  and  peciple,  bjleamin^  the  Iw- 
guage  and  conversing  with  the  natives }  so  dnt  nmeu  hm  re- 
turned from  Spain  with  succours  and  reinforcements,  he  nq|^ 
have  several  persons  qualified  to  assist  and  direct  him  in  sub- 
duinff  and  peopling  the  country;  and  he  was  the  more  in-* 
dined  to  this  measure,  that  many  of  the  people  vduntarily 
cllSsred  to  remain  and  inhabit  the  place,  lor  this  reason  he 
determined  to  build  a  fort  or  bloddiouse  from  the  timbw  of 
the  ship  which  had  been  wrecked,  all  of  which  iiad  bc^ 
saved  and  was  now  put  to  that  use. 

While  employed  in  this  plan,  he  received  intelligence  on 
Thursday  the  27th  December,  that  the  missing  caravel,  the 
Pinta,  waa  in  a  river  towards  the  east  point  of  Hispaniola. 
To  be  a£sured  of  the  truth  of  this  report,  the  cacique,  whose 
name  was  Guaennngari,  sent  a  canoe  with  some  Indians  and 
one  Spaniard  to  make  inquiry.  These  people  went  twenty 
leagues  along  the  coast,  and  returned  without  being  able  to 
hear  any  thing  of  the  Pinta ;  for  which  reason  no  credit  was 
given  to  another  Indian,  who  reported  that  he  had  seen  that 
vessel  a  few  days  before.  The  admiral  still  persisted,  how- 
ever, in  his  resolution  of  leaving  some  Christians  in  that 
place,  being  ctili  more  sensible  of  the  goodness  and  wealth 
of  the  country,  as  the  Indians  frequently  brought  masks 
and  other  articles  of  gold,  and  told  them  of  several  districts 
in  the  island  where  that  metal  was  to  be  procured. 

Being  now  neai'ly  ready  to  depart,  the  admiral  took  occa- 
sion to  discourse  with  the  cacique  about  the  Caribs  or  Canni- 
bals, of  whom  they  complained  and  were  in  great  dread ;  and 
tlierefore,  as  if  to  please  him,  he  ofiered  to  leave  some  Chris- 
tians behind  for  their  protection.  At  the  same  time,  to  im- 
press him  with  awe  in  regard  to  our  weapons,  he  caused  a 
gun  to  be  fired  against  the  side  of  the  ship,  when  the  bullet 
went  quite  through  and  fell  into  the  water,  at  which  the 
cacique  was  much  amazed.  The  admiral  shewed  him  all  our 
other  weapons,  and  explained  to  him  both  how  the  Spaniards 
were  able  to  offend  others,  and  to  defend  themselves  in  a  very 
superior  maimer ;  telling  him,  that  since  such  people  with 
such  weapons  were  to  be  led  for  his  protection,  he  need  be 
in  no  fear  of  the  Caribs,  as  the  Christians  would  destroy  them 
All ;  and  that  he  would  leave  him  a  suflicient  guard,  while 
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ke  rciumed  to  CtMtile  for  jewek  and  o  li  or  things  to  give 
hin. 

The  adairal  parUcuIarly  recommended  to  the  attenticm  of 
the  oadque  James  de  Arana,  son  to  Roderick  de  Arana  of 
Coidoray  of  whon  mention  has  been  formerly  made  in  thit 
xuunativek  To  him,  with  Peter  Gutierres  and  Roderick  de 
£akov«dD»  he  left  the  government  of  the  fint,  with  a  garrison 
of  thirty-six  men,  with  abundance  of  commodities,  provisions, 
arms,  and  cannon,  the  boat  which  had  belonged  to  theloat  sh^, 
with  carpenters,  caulkers,  a  surgeon  and  ffunner,  and  ail  other 
necessanes  for  settling  commodiously.  All  this  being  settled, 
he  determined  to  return  with  ail  speed  to  Castile  witnout  at- 
tempting to  make  any  farther  discoveries ;  fearing,  as  he  had 
now  but  one  ship  remaining,  that  some  other  misfortune 
might  befal  him .  by  which  their  Catholic  mujesties  wouki  be 
deprived  of  the  knowledge  of  those  new  kingdoms  which  he 
bad  acttuired  for  them. 

On  Friday  the  4-th  of  January  1493,  the  admiral  set  sail 
at  sun-rise,  standing  to  the  north-west,  having  the  boats  a- 
head  to  lead  him  safe  out  of  shoal  water.  He  nr.med  the 
port  which  he  now  quitted  Nuvidad,  or  the  Nativity,  because 
he  had  landed  there  on  Christmas  day,  escaping  the  dangers 
sea,  and  because  he  began  there  to  build  the  first 
tian  colony  in  the  new  world  which  he  had  discovered. 
flaU  through  which  he  now  sailed  reach  from  Cape 
o  to  Cape  Serpc,  which  forms  an  extent  of  six  leagues, 
a;id  they  run  almve  three  leagues  out  to  sea.  All  the  coast 
to  the  north-west  and  south-east,  is  an  open  beach,  and  con- 
tmues  plain  and  level  for  four  leagues  into  the  country,  where 
high  mountains  begin,  and  the  viUaoes  were  more  numerous 
than  are  to  be  seen  in  the  other  isTands.  Having  got  past 
the  shoals,  the  admiral  sailed  towards  a  high  mountain,  which 
he  called  Monte  Christo,  eighteen  leagues  east  6f  Cape  Santo; 
Whosoever  wishes  to  arrive  at  the  Nativity  from  the  east- 
wards, must  first  make  Monte  Christo,  which  is  a  rock  of 
a  round  or  conical  form,  almost  like  a  pavilion.  Keeping 
two  leagues  out  to  sea  from  this  mountain,  he  must  sail  west 
till  he  comes  to  Ci^pe  Santo,  whence  the  Nativity  is  five  leagues 
distant,  and  to  reach  which  place,  certain  channels  among 
the  shoals  which  lie  before  it  must  be  passed  through.  ITie 
admiral  chose  to  particularize  these  marks  that  it  might  be 
knownwhere  tlie  first  Christian  habitation  had  been  established 
in  these  parts. 
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While  sailing  eastwards  from  Monte  Chriito  whh  a  con-^ 
trary  wind  on  Sunday,  the  6th  of  Januaiy,  a  sailor  from  Uhb 
MUnd  top  discovered  in  the  mominff  the  caravd  Pintacom-^ 
jng  down  westward,  right  before  uie  wind.  As  soon  as  it 
came  up  with  the  admiral,  the  captain  Martin  Alonzo  Pin^oii 
4»iitte  on  board,  and  be^on  to  gire  reasons  and  excuses  for 
leiiving  the  squadron,  aUeging  that  it  had  been  against  his 
w^    lliough  the  admiral  was  satisfied  that  it  had  proceeded 


ng  the  bold  and  mutinous 

va^e,  he  yet  conctele^ 

,  lest  he  might  ruiii 

lartins  coanlT]rmeni 

e  truth  is,  that  when 


from  evil  intentions,  well  remr 

Eroceedings  of  Pinzon  diiri) 
is  displeasure  and  acccpte* 
the  voyage,  as  most  of  the  . 
and  81-veral  of  them  his  relati 

Martin  Alonzo  forsook  the  admiral  ut  Cuba,  he  weilt  pva>- 
posdy  away  with  the  design  of  sailing  to  Bohio,  where' he 
learnefl  from  the  Indians  on  board  his  caravel  that  pleniyotf 
gold  Was  to  be  found.  Biit  not  finding  the  olgect  of  his 
search,  he  had  returned  to  Hispaniola  where  other  Indians 
informed  him  there  was  much  gold,  and  had  spent  tmeniy 
days  in  sailiiLg  not  above  fifteen  leagues  east  of  the  Nativity, 
vhete  he  haa  lain  sixteen  days  in  a  river,  which  the  admiral 
called  the  river  of  Grace,  and  had  there  procured  a  consider* 
able  quantity  of  gold  for  things  of  small  value,  as  the  admiral 
had  done  at  the  Nativity.  He  distributed  half  of  this  gold 
among  his  crew,  that  he  might  gain  them  to  his  purposes, 
and  concealed  the  rest  for  his  own  emolument,  pretendmg  to 
the  admiral  that  he  had  not  got  any.  Finding  the  wind  still 
contrary,  the  admiral  came  to  an  anchor  under  Monte 
Chriito,  And  went  in  his  boat  up  a  river  to  the  south^^west  of 
%hat  mountain,  where  he  discovered  signs  of  gold  in  the 
sand,  dn  which  account  he  called  it  the  river  of  gold. 
This  river  is  seventeen  leagues  east  of  the  Nativity,  ahd  is 
y^otmuch  less  than  the  Guadalquivir  which  runs  past  Cor> 
dova. 

Proceeding  afterwards  on  the  voyage,  and  being  off  Cape 
'Enamorado,  or  the  Lovers  Cape,  on  Sunday  the  ISth  of 
Januar}'  the  admiral  sent  the  boat  on  shore  to  examine  the 
hilture  of  the  country.  Our  peojile  there  found  a  consider- 
iable  number  of  fierce  looking  Indians,  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  who  seemed  disposed  to  enter  into  hostilities,  yet 
considerably  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  the  Spaniards. 
'After  some  conference,  our  people  bought  two  of  their  bows 
^d  some  arrows,  and  with  mucn  difficulty  prevailed  on  one 
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of  them  to  go  on  board  the  admiral.  These  people  appeared 
vmch  fiercer  than  any  o£the  natives  who  had  peen  hitherto 
seenjaiitditheu'  fac^  were  all  danbed  over  with  charcoal^ 
their  hair  was  vei^  long,  and  hung  in  a  bag  made  of  panrottt 
jfeathers.  Their  noode  of  speed):  resembled  the  fierceness  of 
^eir  aspect  and,demeaQOur»  and  one  of  them,  standing 
compleitdy.  nakcid  before  the  admiral,  said  in  a  lo%  tone  thai 
all  in  th^  [purts  went  in  the  fumo  manner.  Thinking  this 
Indian  was  one  pf  those  called  Caribs,  and  that  tfaus  bay  they 
were  now  ^in  divided  that  race  from  the  ot?tor  inhabitants  of 
Hispani(^a,.the  admiral  asked  him  where  the  Curiba  dwelt, 
punting,  with  his  fingar,  (he  Indian  expressed  by  siffns  .that 
they  inhabited  another  island  to  the  eastwards,  in  which  there 
were  pieces, of  ^uani'if  ^  as  large  as  half  the  stern  of  the  caravdk 
^e.said  moreover,  that  the  island  o£  Mat  initio  wa%  entirely 
inhabited  by  women,  with  whom  the  Caribs  cohabited  at  a, 
captain  season ;  and  that  such  sons  as  they  brought  forth  were 
aftierwiurds  carried  away  by  the  fathers,  while  the  daughters 
remained  with  their  mothen  ^  Having  answered  all  the 
questions,  partly  by  sicns,  and  partly  by  means  of  what  little 
of  their  languace  the  Indians  from  3t  Salvador  could  uiiderr 
standi  the  adimral  gave,  this  person  to  eat,  and  presented  hi^ 
with  some  baubles,  such  as  glass  b?ads  and  slips  of  green  and 
red  doth,  and  sent  him  on  shore,  desiring  that  his  compa* 
nicms  would  bring  gold  to  barter  as  had  been  done  by  the  other 
Indians. 

;  When  our  ixx^le-landed  with  this  man,  they  found  fifty^ 
five  other  Indians  among  the  trees  near  the  shore,  all  of 
them  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  perfectly  naked  uid  hav^ 
ing  their  long  hair. tied  into  a  large  knot  on  the  crown  of  th^ 
head,  i^  worn  by  the  women  in  S^in,  and  decorated  with 
plumes  of  various  feathers.  The  man  who  had  been  on  bpard 
prevailed  upon  them  to  lay  down  their  bows  and  arrows  and 
great  clubs,  which  they  carry  instead  of  swords.  The  Chris- 
tians stept  on  shore,  and  began  to  trade  tor  bows  and  arrpws, 

8  The  meaning  of  this  term  h  nowhere  explained  in  this  voyage :  but 
in  the  account  of  the  discovery  of  America  b^  Herrera,  it  is  said  to  signify 
pale  gold.  From  its  application  in  the  text,  it  i«  probablf  the  Indian  name 
of  gM,  the  perpetual  object  of  inquiry  by  the  Spaniards. — £• 

9  Such  absurd  fables  have  in  «1  agea  been, the  consequence  of  cradulooa 
Intercourse  of  ill«informcd  men,  ignorant  of  the  languages  of  newly  discovered 
nations.  The  Amazons  of  antiquity  are  here  supposed  to  be  rediscovered ; 
but  were  afterwards  transferred  to  the  interior  marshy  plaini  dT'Ssuth 
AmericaiT-E. 
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as. ordered  by  dieadmiralf  but  after.«elliDg  twa»  tfaeys^ni^ 
fully  refused  to  port  with  any  more,  and  even  made  demoOp 
stradoDH  to  seize  the  Spaniards,  running  to.«here  they  had 
lefl  their  arms,  and  taking  up  ropes  as  if  to  bind  our  mm. 
They  beinff  now  on  their  guard,  and  seeing ,  the.  Indioas 
ooming.  furiously  to  atiack  them,  although  only  sateo,.  fdl 
courageously  upon  them,  and  cut  one  with  a  sword  cm  thp 
buttook,  and  shot  another  in  the  breast  witik  ao  arroiie>  (As- 
tonished at  the  resolution  of  our  men*  and  ternUkd  at  the 
effect  of  our  weapons,  the  Indians  field,  Imving  most  of  4b«r 
bows  and  arrows  behind ;  and  great  numbers  of  them«^iOuld 
certainly  haw  beea  killed,,  but  the  pilot  of  the  oaravel*  who 
commanded  the  boats  crew,  restnuned  our  people  frOm'any 
fiurther  vengeance.  The  admiral  vaa  not  at  aJl  displeased 
,at  this  skirmish,  as  he.  imagined  theae  Indians  ;w^6>Caribs, 
so  much  dreaded  by  all  ihc  other  Datives  of  Hispaniola  {  or 
at  least,  being  a  bold  and  resolute  people,)  .that  they  .bordered 
00  that  race  I  and  he  hoped  tb4^  the,  islanders  on  llMuriiig 
how  seven  l^aniards  had  so:  easily  ^defeated  fifty-five  fierice 
Indians,!  would  give  the  more  honour,  and  req)ect  to  our.  <aen 
who  hadibeen  left  at  the  Nativjtyi^wi  iry^  .1;  : 

AfUrwards  about  the  evening,  these  pec^le  made  a  toioke 
«» if  in  defiance ;  but  on  sending  a  boat  on  shore  to  see  what 
they  wanted,  they  could  not  be  brouffht  to  venture  neac  our 
people,  and  the  boot  returned^  Their  bows  were  of  a  wood 
resembling  yew,  and  almost  as  large  and  strong  as  those  of 
France  and  England ;  the  arrows  of  small  twias  which  grow 
firom  the  ends  of  the  canes,  massive  and  very  sdid,  id)out  the 
lenffth  of  a  mans  arm  and  a  half)  the  head  is  made  of  a  siriall 
•lick  hardened  in  the  fire,  about  three-eishths  of  a  yard  longt 
tipped  with  a  fishes  tooth,  or  shaipeaed  bone,  and  smeafed 
widb  poiHon.  On  this  account,  the  admiral  named  the  bay 
in  which  he  then  was  Golpho  de  Flechasy  or  Gulf  of  anr6Ws,{ 
the  Indians  called  iXSamana^  This  place  speared  to  pro- 
duce great  quantities  of  fine  ^ton,  and  Uie  plant  named 
.Ari. by  the  Indians,  which  is  their  pepper  and  is  very  hot, 
some  of  which  is  long  and  others  round  '^  Near  the  land 
where  the  water  was  shallow,  there  grew,  large  quantities  erf* 
those  weeds  which  had  formerly  been  seen  in  such  abundance 
on  the  ocean  {  whence  it  was  concluded  that  it  all  grew  near 

the 

10  The  luthor  probsblv  slludn  here  tq  ths  variouiWhsped  podi  of  dif* 
^ferent  ipeciet  or  vanitiet  otcspsicum.—E* 
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^  Imd,  «nd  brake  loow  when  ripe,  flMtiog  oat  to  am  with 
-ike  ettrrento. 

On  Wedneiday  the  16th  of  January  H9S,  the  admiral 
aet  laflftomthe  ^Gulf  of  Arrows,  or  Samanaf  wkb  a  fidr  wind 
fir  Sj[iai»i«  bddb  caramels  being  now  veiy  letkv  and  reipuring 
JtBttoh  hfboiir  >at  the  pumps  to  ke^  them  right.  Cape  8aa- 
IAdh^  waa  the  last  hind  they  saw ;  twentv  iMffues  nortii-eaat 
•o^  it  -there  a|^)eared  great  abundance  ci  weMJs,  and  twen^ 
leagneaaiiU  mrther  on  the  whole  sea  was  cororcd  wiA  mnhi- 
tMWS  of  small  tunny  fishes,  and  they  saw  great  numbcnrs  of 
itfim  on  Ae  two  following  days,  the  19th  and  SOth  of  January, 
^Ulowed  by  great  flocks  of  sefr-fowl  j  and  all  the  weeds  ran 
^th  the  currents  in  long  ropes  east  and  west  t  for  th^  always 
jfbund  that  the  cmxent  take*  these  weeds  a  great  way  out  to 
aea,  and  that  they  do  not  continue  loi^  in  the  same  direction, 
M  thtnf  sometimes  go  one  way,  and  sometimes  airother,  as 
barriea  by  the  changes  trf*  the  currents ;  and  these  weeds  con- 
^tinned  to  aeoom^puiy  them  for  many  days,  until  they  w«re 
^dmdst'half way  across'the  Atlantic. 

Holding  on  their  course  steadily  with  a  fiur  wind,  thify 
made  such  way,  that  on  the  9tli  of  February,  the  pilots  t)e- 
Ueved  ^tlm  had  got  to  the  south  of  the  Axoresi  but  in  the 
•Opinion  dr  the  admiral,  they  were  still  150  leagues  to  the 
"irastaf'these  islands,  and  his  ricokoning  turned  out  to  be  true. 
Thmrttill  found  abundance  of  weeds,  which,  whm  theyfov- 
merqFSailed  to  the  Webt  Indies,  had  not  been  asoi  unlil 
they  were  26S  leagues  west  from  the  island  of  Ferro. 
'they  sttled  thus  onwards  with  fair  weather  and  favourr*- 
winids,  the  whid  bemm  to  rise,  and  increased  from  day  to  di^ 
•with  a  high  sea,  till  at  length  they  could  hardly  live  upon  k. 
•The  Storm  had  so  increased  on  Thursday  the  14th  of  Ftb- 
fuary,:  that' they  could  no  longer  carry  sail,  an<i  had  to  drive 
;whielMver  waythe  wind  blewj  but  the  Pinta,  unable  to  lie 
-athwart  the  sea,  bore  away  due  north  before  the  whid,  which 
now  cittne'fifomithe  southj  and  though  the  admiral  always 
•carried  'a  light,  she  w«s  entirely  out  of  sight  next  morning. 
'Considering  their  eonsbrt  to  be  certainly  mst,  and  bdien^nff 
^tiiohs^lves  in  imminent  haasard,  the  whole  compaihr  betook 
^eniselves  to  pmyers,  and  cast  lots  which  of  them  should  go 
,  Wi  ^pilgrimage  for  the  Whtric' crew  to  the  shrine  of  our  Lady 
^^df  Ouadaloupe,  which  fell  upon  the  admiral.  They  after- 
wards drew  for  another  to  go  to  Loretto,  and  the  lot  fell  upon 
Pettfr  de  Vdla,  a  seaman  of  Port  6t  MiOy  i  and  ikey  east 
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lots  iat  »>thkd  to  watch  idl  night  at  the  thriiie  of  St  iG^e  of 

Ho^r,    The  stonn  stiU  increasing,  th^  all  made  » vour 

to  ge  tmrefooted,  and  in  their  shirts,  to  somidiii^h  of  our 

Imy  at.  the  tutt/^  Lmd  they  might  oome  to.    Besides  these 

geqcval  vows,  sevend  others  were  made  l^  individualfk    The 

tempest  was  now  venr  violent,  and  the  admirall  shipooold 

hairdly  withstand  its  niry  for  want  of  ballast,  which  was  faUen 

ymy  ^batt  in  conseqiiaice  of  the  provisioos  and  water  being 

.mostly  a(t)ended.    To  supply  this  want,  .they  filled  all  the 

jenmty  ca^in  the  ship  with  sea  water,  which  was  some  help 

and  made  the  ship  to  bear  more  u|>right,  and  be  in  less  daii- 

^r  of  oversetting.    Of  this  violent  storm  the  admind  wrote 

rthiM  to  their  Catholic  roigeBtiiiB; 

<*  I  bad  been  less  concerned  at  the  tempest  haid  I  aldn^ 
been  in  dimgery  for  I  know  that!  owe  my  life  to  my  Credi- 
tor, and  1  have  often  been  so  near  death  that  only  the  Hijg^test 
circumstance  was  wanting  to  its  completion.  But,  smce-it 
bad  pleased  God  to  give  me  fiiith  and  assurance  to  ^  upon 
this  my  undertaking  in  which  I  have  been  completely  success- 
iii^  I  was  exceedingly  distressed  lest  the  fruits  of  n^  di<ieo- 
veries  nnght  be  lost  to  your  highnesses  by  my  death  j  whereas 
if  I  survived,  those  who  opposed  my  proposal  would  be  con<» 
vinced,  and  your  highnesses  served  by  me  with  honour  and 
increase  of  your  royal  state.  I  T.as  therdbre  much  srieved 
n^d  troubled  lest  the  Divine  Majesty  shouU  please  to  OTstruct 
all  this  by  my  death,  whidk  had  yet  beoi  miNre  tolerabk  to 
contemplate  if  it  were  not  attended  with  the  loss  of  all  those 
men  I  had  carried  with  me  upon  promise  of  happy  suocesi. 
They,  seeing  themselves  in  so  great  jeopardy,  didnotonfy 
curse  their  setting  out  upon  the  expedition,  but  the  fear^nd 
awe  which  I  had  impressed  upon  them,  to  dissuade  them  fieom 
returning:  when  outwanl  bound,  as  they  had  several  times  ro- 
solved  upon.  Above  all,  my  sorrow  was  redoubled  by  the  r»- 
nwndirance  of  two  sons  whom  I  had  left  at  school  in  UdrdovH, 
dertitute  of  friends  and  in  a  strange  country,  before  I  had  done, 
t3iit  at  least  b^ire  it  could  be  known  that  1  had  performed  any 
service  which  might  incline  yoor  mi^esties  to  remember  and 
fWoteM  them. 

**  Though  I  comforted  myself  with  the  hope  that  Ood 
would,  not-  allow  a  matter  which  taided  so  much  to  the  exal- 
|tation  of  bis  church  to  be  left  imperfect,  when  I  hod  through 
so  sauoh  Imposition  and  trouble  brought  it  ahnoet  to  perfiMH 
tami  yet  1  considered  that  it  might  be  his  will  that  I  should 
not  be  permitted  to  obtain  such  honour  in  this  world,  because 
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«f  my  demerits.     In  this  peipl«(ity,    I  remembered  your 

bjffhnenes  good  fortune  {  wnich,  though  1  were  dead  and  the 
ship  lost,  migtit  yet  find  some  means  mat  a  conquest  so  nearly 
achieved  shotild  not  be  lost,  and  that  pofriUy  the  siiccess  of 
my  voyage  might  come  to  your  knowledge  by  some  means  or 
other.  With  this  view,  as  briefly  as  the  time  would  permit, 
I  wrote  u})on  parchment  that  I  hdd  discovered  the  Imds 
which  I  had  promised ;  likewise  how  many  days  were  em- 
ployed on  the  voyage,  the  direction  in  which  I  had  sailed, 
the  goodness  of  the  country,  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants, 

-and  how  some  of  your  highnesses  sul^ects  were  left  in  posses- 
sion of  my  discoveries.  Which  writing  1  folded  and  sealed 
up  and  superscribed  to  your  highnesses,  promising  a  reward 
of  lOOo  ducats  to  whoever  might  deliver  it  scaled  into  your 
hands ;  that,  in  case  it  might  be  found  by  a  foreigner,  the 
inromised  reward  might  induce  him  not  to  communicate  the 
uitelligence.  1  then  caused  a  great  cask  to  be  Inrouffht  to  roe, 
and  having  wrapped  the  writing  in  oiled  cfoth,  which  I  sur- 
rounded with  a  cake  of  wux,  I  placed  the  whole  in  the 
cask:  I  then  carefully  dobed  up  the  bung-hole  and  threw 
the  cask  into  the  sea,  all  the  people  lancying  that  it  was  some 
act  of  devotion.  Appreh^iding  that  this  might  never  be 
taken  up,  and  the  snip  coming  still  nearn*  to  Spain,  I  made 

'■  another  packet  like  the  first,  which  I  placed  on  the  poop, 
that  when  the  ship  sunk  the  caek  might  Hout  upon  the 
water,  and  take  its  chance  of  being  found." 

Sailing  on  in  such  extreme  danger,  at  break  of  day  on 
Friday  the  15th  of  February,  one  Ruy  Garcia  !>aw  Ipnd  from 
ihe  round  top  bearins  £.  N.  £.  The  pilot  and  seamen  judged 
it  might  be  the  rock  of  Lisbon,  but  the  admiral  concluded 
that  it  was  one  of  the  Azores.  Yet  though  at  no  great  dis- 
tance, they  could  not  come  to  anchor  there  that  day  because 
of  the  weather,  and  the  wind  being  easterly,  they  lost  sight  of 
that  island,  and  got  sight  of  another,  towards  which  they 
use(^  every  eflbrt  to  approach^  struggling  with  continual 
labour  against  wind  and  weather,  but  unable  to  reach  the 
land.  In  his  journal,  the  admiral  sayii  that  on  th«  night  of 
Saturday  the  16th  of  February  he  arrived  at  one  of  the  Azores, 
but  could  not  tell  which  ;  and  having  had  no  rest  from  the 
foregoing  Wednesday,  a^d  being  lame  in  both  legs  by  being 
contiiuiaUy  wet  and  in  the  open  air,  he  took  some  sleep  that 
night  Even  provisions  were  now  scanty.  Having  come  to 
anchor  on  Monday  the  18th  February,  he  learnt  from  some 
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of  the  infaabitiMits  that  it  was  the  ulaad  of  St  Maty,  one  ofthe 
Aiores,  and  the  inhabitants  expreBsed  great  snipriw  th^the 
ship  had  weathered  the  storm,  which  had  oontinoad  fifteen 
days  in  these  patto  without  intermission.        \  _. 

laming  the  great  discovery  which  the  admiral  had  made, 
the  inhabitants  of  St  Mary  seemed  greatly  to  r^oe,  giving 
praise  to  God,  and  three  of  them  came  on  board  wiu  some 
tt«sh  provisions,  and  widi  many  compliments  firom  the  eom- 
manderof  the  island,  who  resided  at  the  town  not  far  from 
thence.  About  this  place  nothing  was  seen  but  ahehnitage,  said 
to  be  dedicated  to  Uie  Blessed  Virgin  j  whereupon  the  admiral 
mid  all  the  crew,  bearing  in  remembrance  the  vowwhidi 
they  had  made  on  the  Thiuwlay  before,  to  go  barefooted  and 
in  their  shirts  to  some  church  of  our  Lady  at  the  first  liandy 
were  of  opinion  that  they  ought  here  to  discharge  their  vow, 
especially  as  the  governor  and  people  expressed  so  much  kind- 
ness for  them,  and  as  they  belonged  to  a  king  who  was  in  pep* 
feet  amity 'with  Castile.     The  admiral  therefore  requnted 
these  three  men  to  repair  to  the  town  and  cause  a  ch^Iain 
to  come  to  the  hermitage  to  say  mass  for  them.    Tothip 
these  men  consented,  and  went  on  shore  in  the  caravels  boat 
with  half  the  crew,  that  they  might  perform  their  vow,  mean* 
ing  on  their  return  that  the  other  half  of  the  ships  company 
should  dien  go  on  shore  in  their  turn.    They  accordmghr 
landed,  and  proceeded  according  to  their  vow  bardTooteil  toA 
in  theur  shirts  towards  the  hermitage  $  biit  the  governor  and 
many  people  from  the  town,  who  lay  in  ambush,  suddenly 
rushed  out  upon  them  and  made  them  all  prisoners,  tejaag 
away  their  boat  at  the  same  time,  without  which  diey  ba^ 
licved  it  impossible  for  the  admiral  to  get  away  from  thence. 

It  bdng  now  noon,  and  thinking  that  the  pee{^e  staid  to 
long  on  shore  as  they  went  off  before  day-break,  the  admiral 
b^an  to  suspect  that  ^ome  misfortune  had  befoUen  them 
eiwer  by  land  or  sea ;  but  not  being  able  to  see  the  hermitage 
firom  the  phuce  where  he  then  lay,  he  sailed  round  a  point 
which  intervened,  and  then  saw  a  multitude  of  people  on 
horseback,  who  dismounted  and  went  into  the  boat  to  attadk 
the  caravel.  Suspecting  what  had  really  hq)pei^,  the  adr 
miral  ordered  all  his  remaining  hands  to  quarters  well 
anned,  Irat  made  no  shew  of  renstance  that  the  Portuguese 
mi{^t  oome  near.  When  th^  were  near  the  admurai,  the 
chief  man  among  them  stood  up  and  demanded  a  parley, 
which  the  adn^ral  agreed  to  in  nope  that  he  might  come  on 
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bofurd  ,<uid.  mjidit  be  itecv^jrcd  mthpttt  an^  broach  oC  £!utb»  ,9011- 
^mi^ipg  ihM  nc.  had  seized  tb^  Sp^manb  without  wpy  Jil»t 
(^aotfe.;  Bui  jthe  P<Mr^|igue8e  would  npt  venture  nearer  ,th«i 
'  was  su^cient  for  bei|^  heard  j  wbereuppa  the  a^ni^r^l  iold 
bim  that  he  was  surprised  at  his  irrraiuar  proceedhiflSt  and 
|))a|Qone  dThismen  nad  come  off  in  £e  boat,  since  th^  had 
gpoe  ashore  upon  assurance  of  safety  andofierf  of  assistance, 
.9nd  n^ore  especialh  as  the  governor  of  the  island  had  seat 
to  wdoome  nim.  He  desired  him  to  consider  that  thdir  con- 
duct vas  contrary  to  the  laws  of  honour,  such  as  evm  enc- 
flDiefr  would  not  have  been  guilty  of,  and  at  which  the  king  of 
Bortug^  wtmld  be  highly  offended ;  since  whena^yori^s 
iimlgects  landed .  in  the  dominions  of  their  Catholic  .miyesties 
or  resided  there,,  even  without  an^  safe  conduct,  ihey  were 
miirfectly  safe  and  were  treated  with  aU  manner  of  <4vili^. 
Bewdes,  he  decl^r^  that  their  Catholic  majesties  had  given 
iiin;!  letters,  of  recfHnmendation  to  all  princes  potentates  and 
!<itber  persons  in  the  world,  which  he  was  ready  to  shew  if  he 
^diild'  come  on  board ;  and  as  such  letters  were  received  in 
jihilpbMBes  with  respect,  an^  he. and  the  subjects  of  their  Ca. 
j^chIc  malesUes  always  wdl  treated  on  their  account^  nluie^ 
ttiofe  ouj^t  they  to  be  so  in  die  dominions  of  Porti^pd|  ^eiir 
soveremns  being  such  near  neighbours  and  allies  j  aod  as  be 
^Was  their  great  admird  of  the  oc^an  and  viceroy  of  the  In- 
iiies  wbich  he  had  discovered,  he  was  ready  to  she!«r  him  aU 
^is  under  their  highnesses  hands  and  seals.  Accmrdiipa^ 
'a|t  Uift  distance  he  exhibited  his  commissions,  anid  ipld  him 
!he  n\ight  draw  near  without  any  apprehension,  as  he  vkm 
eonnmatyled  to  pa^  the  [utmost  civility  to  such  Portu^u^ 
sh^  as  he  might  rail  in  with.  He  added,  that  ^ven  it  lliey 
should  porsist  m  detaining  his  m^n,  this  should  not  prevent 
his  r^um  to  %>a!B,  as  he  still  hai:?  a  sufiicicnt  number,  npt 
only  to  retuiii  to^  Seville,  but  if  need  were  to  punish  his 
treachiirous  conduct  which  he  well  deserved  1  besides,  that  jbie 
would  be  assuredly  punished  by  Jiis  own  king,  fpr  giyinga 
cause  of  war  between  Spain  and  Portugal.  \ 
V ',  The  Portuguese  captain  arid  his  i^en  Hl^'^e  ^swer,  that 
they  neither  knew  their  Catlip%  niaiesties  cu*  their  letleci^ , 
neither  did  th^  fear  them,  and  would  make  hioA  ^  ko^ 
whiat  Portugal  was«  From  this  onswer,  the  admiral  sufgicct^ 
ed  that  some  breach  had  occiinccd  between  die  crowds  since 
hii  departure,  and  therefore  gave  bim  gucli  an,  answer  as  his 
fotty  deserved.  Atlasl  when  about  to  depart,  the  captain  stood 
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npand  uiid  thot  ^he  Bdminil  might  go  with  hit  okMvri  to^the 
hiiteur,  as  all  he  had  done  was  bjr  orderof  thekimr  Ida 
master.  The  adAiral  desired  all  his  ships  oompaiiy  to  Dear 
witness  to  this,  and  then  calling  oat  to  the  Portnffuese,  de- 
ekured  he  wciuitd  not  leate  his  caravel  till  he  had  taken' an 
hundred  ForOffinese  to  cart^  prisoners  to  Castile,  and  that 
he  would  nttenf  destroy  the  whole  island.  This  said,  the 
Portuguese  went  away  to  the  land,  and  the  admiral  eame  to 
anchor  in  the  port  where  he  had  first  arrived,  being  ckMg&i 
by  the  wind  to  do  so.  But  the  wind  increasing  next  day  tdtA 
the  place  being  unsafe,  he  lost  his  anchors  and  was  oUiged  to 
stond  out  to  tipa,  towards  the  island  of  St  Michael  j  resolving, 
in  case  he  might  be  unable  to  come  to  anchor  there,  to  stand 
out  to  seis  notwithstanding  the  danger,  and  that  he  now  had 
only  three  able  seamen  left  and  some  grummetSf  all  the  rest 
of  the  crew  being  landsmen  and  Indians  who  knew  noUiing 
of  sea  affairs.  Supplying  the  want  of  the  absent  hand*  by 
his  own  continual  personal  attention,  he  passed  the  whola  ^ 
that  night  in  much  danger  and  anxiety,  and  when  day  ap« 
peared  he  perceived  that  the  had  lost  si^t  of  the  island  of 
8t  Michael  The  weather  being  now  calmer,  he  resolved  to' 
return  to  St  Mary  that  he  might  endeavour  to  recover  hia 
men,  anchors,  and  boat 

O^  Thursday  the  twenty-first  of  February  in  the  aiNr- 
noon  he  got  back  to  the  island  of  St  Mary,  and  a  boat  soon 
afterwar£  come  off  with  five  men  and  a  notary,  who  all  came 
on  board  upon  assurance  of  safety,  and  staui  all  n^t,  it 
being  then  too  late  to  return  safehr  to  the  shore.  Next  day 
the  notary  declared  that  they  came  from  the  governor  to  be  ear* 
tainly  inrormed  whoice  the  ship  (»me,  and  whether  it  had  a 
commission  flrom  their  Catholic  mi^esties,  and  that  being 
fully  satisfied  on  tliese  points  the  admiral  might  depend  in)<Hi 
receiving  every  friendly  assistance;  but  all  this  was  tettreiy 
because  they  cotdd  not  succeed  in  adzing  the  ship  and  the 
admiral,  and  were  thowfore  afraid  of  the  conseijuenoes  of 
what  they  had  already  done.  The  admiral  suppressed  his  r6- 
sentment  and  thankM  them  for  thdr  dvil  offers j  and  dnev 
they  now  proceeded  according  to  the  maritime  rales  and  cM- 
tms,  decmred  his  readiness  to  satisfy  them.  He  acoordftig- 
ly'dbewed  tjiem  the  letters  of  their  Catholic  migesties  directed 
to  all  their  own  subjects  and  to  those  of  other  prinoca,  and 
his  own  commission  lor  the  voyi^ ;  npoQ  which  the  Portu- 
guese went  on  shore  quite  satisfied,  and  soon  disoriasad  the 
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Sjpaanh  boat  and  dD  th«  seanen.  From  them  the  admiral 
Iwmt  that  it  was  rmortMl  in  the  iatand,  that  the  king  of 
PortiMal  had  wnt  oidars  to  all  hit  mtMcU  to  secure  the  pei^ 
•on  of  the  admiral  iHierever  he  mi^  be  found. 

The  admiral  MOed  finom  the  island  of  St  Mary  for  Spain 
on  Sunday  the  twenty-fourth  of  Fefanuiry,  being  still  mudi 
in  want  m  wood  and  ballaat,  which  he  could  not  take  in  b»> 
cause  of  the  badness  of  the  weather ;  but  the  wind  being 
fiur  he  was  unwilling  to  make  any  longor  deky.  Being  about 
loo  leagues  from  the  nearest  buid,  a  HwaUow  came  on  board 
the  ship,  driven  '  t  to  sea  as  was  believed  by  a  storm  {  and 
this  was  the  n"  .  probable  as  a  great  many  more  swalbm 
and  other  land  birds  came  on  board  uextday ,  the  twent^-eigfath 
February,  and  a  whale  was  seen.  On  the  third  of  March 
about  midnight  it  blew  so  great  a  storm  as  to  split  th«r  sails  { 
and  being  in  ffreat  danger  of  perishinff,  they  made  a  vow  to 
send  one  of  their  nunber  on  a  pikprmiage  to  the  shrine  of 
Netutra  Senkora  de  Cintra  at  Oue&a,  and  the  lot  fell  again 
cm  the  admiral,  shewing  that  his  ofiferings  were  more  accept- 
able than  those  of  others.  While  thus  driving  on  under 
bare  poles,  amid  hi^  win^s,  a  raging  sea,  and  frightful  thun- 
der and  lightniiw,  it  pleased  O^  to  give  them  a  sight  of 
land  about  mi<uught.  But  this  threatened  them  with  new 
danger  I  and  to  avoid  being  beaten  to  pieces  on  the  rocks,  or 
running  into  some  unknown  place  whence  they  might  not  be 
aUe  to  set  off,  they  were  under  the  necessity  to  make  some 
sail  ana  to  beat  up  aoainst  the  storm  till  day.  When  day 
appeared  diey  found  themselves  close  in  with  the  rock  m 
Lisbon,  and  were  forced  to  put  in  there  for  present  safe^. 
The  people  and  seamen  of  that  country  were  much  astonished 
at  tM  news,  and  flocked  from  all  parts  to  behokl  the  wonder ; 
for  such  they  considered  a  ship  which  had  escaped  so  terrible 
a  storm,  as  they  had  heard  of  many  vessels  having  perished 
about  the  coast  of  Flanders  and  other  nuts  at  this  time. 
The  admiral  came  to  anchor  in  the  r;  yer  Tagus  on  Monday 
the  fourth  of  March,  and  immediately  sent  mtsn  express  to 
their  CathoKc  majesties  with  an  account  of  his  arrival,  and 
another  to  the  kmg  of  Portugal  asking  leave  to  come  to 
andior  off  die  dty  of  Lisbon ;  for  he  did  not  consider  himself 
in  safo^  where  he  then  lay,  enecially  from  any  ^t  might 
oitertam  evil  designs  against  hun,  who  might  believe  that  in 
destroying  him  th^  did  acceptable  service  to  their  own  king 
fay  obitnicting  the  success  of  the  court  of  Spaaa. 
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On  Tuesday  thie  6fth  of  March,  the  master  <tf  a  hli;|^||iiard> 
ship  which  lay  in  the  Tagus  came  in  his  boat  filled  with  arm- 
ed mm  to  the  admirals  caravel,  and  required  him  to  go  with 
him  to  the  kin^  officers  to  give  an  account  of  himself,  as  was 
tlie  custom  oi  all  ships  that  come  to  this  port.  To  this  be 
answeted,  that  the  admirals  of  their  Catholic  mi^esties,  one 
of  whom  he  was,  were  not  bound  to  obey  any  such  summons, 
nor  to  quit  their  ships  to  give  an  account  of  themselves  to 
any  one,  and  that  he  was  resolved  to  do  his  duty.  The  mas* 
ter  then  desired  him  to  send  Iiis  boatswain  to  make  the  re^ 
port.  To  this  the  admiral  replied  that  it  was  the  same  thing 
whether  he  sent  even  a  grummet  or  wait  himself,  and  it  was 
therefore  in  vain  to  desire  him  to  send  any  person.  Being 
sensible  that  tlie  admiral  wus  right,  the  master  now  requested 
to  see  the  letter  of  their  CatlioTic  nimesties,  that  he  might  be 
abl$  to  satisfy  his  own  c^tain;  and  this  request  being  entirely 
reasonable,  the  admiral  produced  that  letter,  with  which  he 
was  entirely  satisfied,  and  went  back  to  his  ship  to  give  an 
account  to  his  captain  Alvaro  de  Acunno,  who  immediately 
came  on  board  in  great  state,  with  trumpets,  drums,  and  fi&s, 
expressing  much  kindness  and  offering  every  service  in  his 
power. 

Next  day,  it  being  known  at  Lisbon  that  the  shq>  came 
from  the  Indies,  such  throngs  of  people  went  on  board  to  see 
the  Indians  that  the  caravel  could  not  contain  them  all,  and 
the  water  was  covered  over  with  boat^  Some  praised  God 
tor  the  happy  discovery,  while  others  expressed  their  severe 
regret  that  their  country  should  have  been  deprived  of  that 
vast  acquisition  through  the  incredulousness  of  their  king* 
On  the  next  day  the  king  of  Portugal  gave  orders  to  present 
the  admiral  with  every  kmd  of  rciir^ment,  and  all  things  he 
might  need  lor  hiraiielf  or  his  people,;  without  takitu;  onv  pay- 
ment in  return.  He  at  the  same  tirje  wrote  to  the  Oiuniral 
a  congratulatory  letter  on  his  safe  arrival,  and  desiring  that  he 
would  come  to  see  him.  The  admiral  was  doubtful  how  he 
should  pi-oceed  in  this  case ;  but  considering  that  the  king 
of  Portugal  was  in  amity  with  their  Catholic  majesties  and  had 
treated  him  courteously,  he  consented  to  go  to  Valparaibo, 
nine  leagues  from  Lisbon,  where  the  king  then  was.  l^e 
accordingly  went  there  on  Saturday  night  the  ninth  of 
March,  and  the  king  ordered  all  the  nobuitv  of  his  court  to 
go  out  to  meet  him ;  and  when  the  admiral  came  into  the 
presence,  the  king  received  him  with  great  honour,  com- 
manding 
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MrocliBg  bim  to  put  on  his  cap  and  to  lit  down :  and  biting 
liftoied  witii  a  pkaiant  comitananoe  to  a  recital  of  his  sao- 
owaftd  voyage,  mada  oflbr  of  snppfying  with  every  tlutog  he 
m^t  stand  in  need  of  for  the  service  of  th«r  Cathdic  uuh 
jesSes.  The  Icitlg  then  alleged,  as  Cohunbus  had  beM  a 
eaplaia  in  the  serviceof  the  crown  of  Portugal,  that  the  di»- 
«overy«nd  conc|iiest  of  the  new  found  Indies  ought  to  bdong 
to  bim.  To  this  the  admiral  answered,  that  he  knew  of  no 
agre«nent  to  that  elfect,  and  that  he  had  strictly  obeyed  his 
onlers,  which  were  not  to  go  to  the  Portoguese  mines  nor 
to  the  coast  of  Guinea.  Tm>  king  then  observed  that  aU  waa 
well,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  justice  would  be  done  between 
the  two  countries,  Havinff  spent  a  long  time  in  discourse, 
the  king  commanded  the  prior  of  Crato,  the  greatest  person 
^en  in  the  presence,  to  entertain  the  admiral  and  to  shew 
him  all  civility  and  respect,  which  was  dmie  aocordingty.  ' 

The  admiral  remained  at  Valparaiso  all  the  Sunday  and 
Monday  till  after  mass,  when  he  took  leave  of  the  king,  who 
expressed  great  kindness  and  made  him  great  proffers  i  and 
ora^red  Don  Martin  de  Noronha  to  accompany  him.  Many 
other  gentlemen  went  along  with  him  to  do  him  honour,  and 
from  curiosity  to  hear  an  account  of  the  voyage*  While  on  his 
way  to  Lisbon,  the  admiral  had  to  pass  a  monastery  where  the 
queen  then  Tended,  who  earnestly  entreated  him  not  to  pass 
without  seeing  her.  She  received  him  with  all  the  ^vour 
and  honour  wluch  is  due  to  the  greatest  lord.  That  night  a 
gentleman  brought  a  message  from  the  king  to  inforpi  the 
admiral  that  if  he  chose  to  go  by  land  into  Spain,  he  had  <n» 
ders  to  attend  bim,  uid  to  provide  lodgings  and  every  thing 
he  mk^it  want  by  the  way,  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  IPortuc 
gal.     But  the  admiral  chose  to  return  by  sea. 

On  Wednesday  the  thirteenth  of  March,  two  hours  after 
day-break,  the  admiral  sailed  from  Lisbon,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing  Friday,  the  fifteenth  of  March  1493,  he  arrived  at  Saltea 
about  noon,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  port  ol'  Palos, 
tirhence  he  had  set  out  on  the  preceding  third  of  August 
14-92,  having  been  absent  seven  months  and  twelve  days  upon 
his  expedition.  He  was  there  received  by  all  the  people  in 
fliolemn  procession,  giving  thanks  to  God  tor  his  prosperous 
voyage  and  glorious  discovery,  which  it  was  hoped  would 
greatly  redound  to  the  propagation  of  Christianity,  and  the 
^tension  of  their  Catholic  majesties  dominions.  AU  the  in-p 
)iabitaiit«  considered  it  as  a  great  honour  to  their  city  that 
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Ihe  admiral  had  uuled  from  thence,  and  that  nott  of  hit 
men  bdonged  to  the  plAce,  akhooffh  nuuny  of  them,  through 
the  instigations  of  Pinzon,  had  been  mutinous  aiki  disobe- 
dient 

It  so  ham)ened  that  about  the  same  time  that  the  admiral 
arrired  at  Palos,  Pinzon  had  ar|ived  with  the  Pinta  in  GWida» 
jmd  des^ned  to  have  ^;one  by  himself  to  Barceluia  to  carry . 
the  news  of  the  expedition  to  their  Catholic  nuyesticsk  Bat 
he  received  orders  not  to  come  to  court,  unless  along  with 
the  admiral  with  whom  he  had  been  sont  upon  the  discovery  i 
at  which  he  was. so  mortified  and  dis^tpointed  tliatlier»> 
turned  indiqxMcd  to  his  native  country,  tdiere  be  diod  short- 
ly after  of  grief.  But  befiMre  Pinzon  got  to  Paloa  the  admi- 
ral hod  set  out  for  Setille,  designing  to  go  from  dtenoe  to 
Barcelona  where  their  majesties  then  resided^  and  he  waa 
forced  to  make  several  short  stops  by  the  way,  to  gratifir  the 
importunate  cariosity  and  admiration  of  the  people  who 
flocked  from  aU  the  towns  in  the  neiffbboOrhoiMl  wherever 
be  went,  to  see  him  and  the  Indians  and  the  other  things  he 
had  brought  with  him.  Thus  holding  on  his  way,  the  admi- 
ral reached  Baroelcma  about  the  mid<Ue  of  April,  having  be- 
fore sent  to  thdr  highnesses  on  account  of  the  hi^y  suocesa 
of  \m  voyage.  This  was  very  pleasing  to  them,  and  they  or- 
dered him  to  be  received  in  the  most  distinguished  manner^ 
as  a  person  who  had  done  them  such  signal  aervicci  AH 
die  court  and  city  went  out  to  meet  and  welcome  him,  add 
to  escort  him  in  honourable  triumph  to  the  royal  presence. 
'  Th^  Catholic  majesties  sat  in  public  with  great  state  ott 
rich  chairs  under  a  canopy  of  doth  of  gold  to  receive  him ; 
and  iHien  he  advanced  to  kbs  their  hands,  they  stood  up  as 
if  to  receive  a  great  lord,  even  making  a  difficulty  in  givii^ 
him  their  hands  to  kiss,  and  then  caused  him  to  sit  down  in 
their  presence.  Having  given  a  Imef  account  of  bis  voyage, 
they  gave  him  leave  to  retire  to  his  apartment,  whither  ne 
was  attended  by  the  whole  court ;  and  so  great  was  the  favoiit 
and  h<Hiour  shewn  him,  that  when  the  king  rode  about  Ber- 
cekma,  the  admiral  rode  on  one  dde  of  him  and  the  Iti- 
fante  Fortuna  on  the  other ;  whereas  before  no  one  rode 
alongside  of  the  king  except  the  Infante,  who  was  his  near 
)ansman.  , 
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SECTION  VI. 

Second  Vmf^e  of  Cktltmbua  to  the  West  Indies, 

Ordbm  wereisraed  from  Barcelona  to  prepare  with  all  care 
«iid  expedition  fer  the  retnrn  of  the  admiral  to  Hispaniola, 
as  well  to  relieve  those  Christians  who  had  been  left  there  as 
to  enlarge  the  cobny  and  subdne  the  island,  with  the  rest 
that  mete  and  should  oe  discovered.  To  stren^en  and  co»- 
firm  their  title  to  the  newly  discovered  regions,  their  Catho> 
lie  majesties  by  the  adiHce  of  the  admiral,  procured  the  appn^ 
hatioii  and  consent  of  the  pope  for  the  conquest  of  the  In^ 
-Mmt  which  was  readily  granted  by  Alexander  VI.  who  then 
gn^emed  the  diurch)  and  the  ball  to  this  efiect  was  not 
onfy  for  what  was  already  discovered,  but  for  all  that 
m%ht  be  discovered  westwards,  until  they  duNild  come 
to  the  JS«3/,  where  any  Christian  prince  was  then  actually 
in  poMessimi,  and  forbidding  all  persons  whomsoever  to  in- 
trude witl^  these  hounds.  And  thifr  concession  and  exdu^ 
shre  right  was  i^;ain  confirmed  in  the  year  firflowing  in  the 
most  ttQ^4fr  terms.  Sensible  that  all  this  &voural£  grairt 
fit>m  the  pepe  was  due  to  the  admiral,  by  whose  discovery, 
the^  had  Ibecome  entitled  to  the  possession  of  all  these  parts, 
^ieir  majesties  were  pleased,  on  the  twenty>eigbth  of  ISray,  at 
Barcelona,  to  ratify,  renew,  confirm,  and  explain  the  privi-i* 
kges  and  prerogatives  which  they  had  mranted  him  before, 
b^  granting  them  of  new,  so  as  explicit^  to  d^ne  how  for 
the  Dounds  of  his  admiralty  and  viceroyalw  extended,  being 
over  all  which  had  been  granted  to  them  oy  his  holiness,  of 
which  grant  the  tenor  folfows : 

Original  Grant  to  Colmihus  in  1492,  before  the  Diseovery. 

**  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  and  Queen  of  Castile,  Leon,  Arroron,  i^irily,  Granada^ 
Toledo,  Valencia,  Galicia,  Majorca,  liimorca,  Seville,  Sar> 
dinia,  Jaen,  Algarve,  Algezira,  Gibraltar,  and  the  Canary 
islands.  Lord  and  Lrfuly  of  Bisicay  and  Molina,  Duke  ana 
Duchess  of  Athens  and  Neopatria,  Count  and  Countess  of 
BonssiUon  and  Cerdagne,  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of  Oris- 
tan  and  Gociano,  &c. 

**  Forasmuch  as  you  Chrwtopher  Columbus  are  going 
hv  our  command,  and  witli  some  of  our  ships  and  men  to 
discover  and  subdue  certain  islands  and  continents  in  the 
ocean,  and  it  is  hupeil  by  Gods  assistance  that  some  of  those 
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islandi  and  bontinenU  will  be  discovered  bjr  your  means  and 
conduct,  it  is  therefore  jnst  and  rcaRonable,  since  you  expose 
yourself  to  such  danoers  in  our  service,  that  you  be  suitabfy 
rewarded.  And  wilung  to  honour  and  favour  yon  for  the 
reasons  aforesaid,  our  will  u  that  you  Christopher  Columbus, 
after  discoverinfif  and  conquering  the  said  islands  and  conti- 
nent, in  the  said  ocean,  or  an^  of  them,  shall  be  our  admi- 
ral of  all  such  islands  and  continent  as  you  shall  so  discover 
and  conquer,  and  that  you  be  our  admiral,  viceroy,  and  go- 
vernor in  them :  that  for  the  future  you  may  call  and  s^k 
yourself  Don  Christopher  Columbus ;  and  wat  your  sons 
and  successors  in  the  said  employment  may  call  themsehrei 
dona,  admirals,  viccroysj  and  governors,  in  the  same: 
That  you  may  exercise  the  charge  of  admiral,  viceroy,  and 
governor  of  the  said  islands  and  continent  which  you  or  your 
ueutenants  shall  conquer,  and  shall  freely  c  x>^de  all  eause*, 
4ivil  and  criminal,  appertaining  to  the  said  employments  of 
admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor,  as  you  think  fit  according 
to  justice,  and  as  the  admirals  of  our  kingdom  are  in  use  to 
do :  That  you  shall  have  power  to  punish  all  oflfenders :  That 
you  and  your  lieutenants  may  exercise  the  employments  of 
admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor,  in  all  things  belonsing  to  the 
said  offices,  or  any  of  them,  and  that  you  shall  enjoy  the 
perquisites  and  salaries  belonging  to  the  said  employmentt' 
and  to  each  of  them,  in  the  same  manner  that  the  hi^ 
admiral  of  oar  kingdom  does  at  present. 

<*  By  this  our  letter,  or  by  a  copy  Jiereof  signed  by  • 
public  notary,  We  command  prince  John,  our  dcany  beloved 
son  the  Infante,  dukes,  prelates,  marquisses,  great  masters, 
and  military  onlers,  priors,  commanderies,  or  coundUors, 
judges,  and  others  our  officers  of  justice  whomsoever,  b»> 
longing  to  our  household,  courts,  and  chancery,  and  con- 
stames  of  castles,  commanders  of  ibrts  and  others,  and  all 
corporations,  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  magistrates,  governors, 
judges,  commanders,  and  sea  officers ;  the  aldermoi,  com- 
mon councillors,  officers,  and  good  people,  of  all  cities, 
towns,  lands,  and  places  in  our  kmgdoms  and  dominions,  and 
in  those  whidi  you  shall  discover  and  subdue ;  and  the  o^ 
tains,  masters,  mates,  and  all  other  officers  and  sailors,  our 
natural  subjects  at  present,  or  who  shall  so  become  her(«fter, 
all  GC  any  of  them,  that  when  you  shall  have  so  discovered 
the  said  islands  and  continent  in  the  ocean,  and  you  or  any 
Aiat  have  your  cpmmission  shall  have  taken  the  oaths  usual  in 
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ttmch  caiest  that  th^  shall  loOk  vpaA  yon  lor  the  futnre  so 
loing  as  you  live»  and  aft«r  you  your  Son  and  heir,  and  so  on 
ffom  one  heir  to  anotho*  for  ever^  as  our  admiral,  viceroy,  and 

Syemof  of  the'  said  islands  and  continent  by  you  ChHstopher 
iltanbuft  to  be  discovered  and  conquered ;  and  tiiat  th^ 
treat  yoa»  and  your  lieutenants  by  ^on  iqppointed  for  execn- 
tioff  the  onqplfliyBMnts  of  admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor,  as 
m^  in  all  respects ;  and  shall  give  you  all  the  perquisites  and 
other  things  belonging  and  appertainii^  to  the  said  offices  i 
and  shall  allow  and  cause  to  be  allowed  you,  all  honours, 
giwces,  concessions,  preoninences,  prerogatives,  immunities, 
and  other  things,  or  any  of  them,  which  are  due  to  you  by,vir> 
tue  oi  your  commands  of  admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor,  ah  to 
be  observed  completely,  so  that  nothing  shall  be  diminished : 
Ipha^  Uicy  shall  raise  no  olgection  to  this  or  any  part  of  it, 
nor  suffer  any  such  to  be  made;  forasmuch  as  we  by  this 
our  letter  bestow  on  you  the  employments  of  admiral,  vice* 
roy  imd  governor  forever,  and  have  put  you  in  possession  of 
t^  said  offict?  and  all  of  them,  with  foil  power  to  use  and  ex- 
erciie  them,  and  to  receive  the  perquisites  and  salaries  belong 
ing  to  them,  or  any  of  theon,  as  above  said. 

**  Coacetmag  all  i^ch  things  if  it  be  requisite  and  yon 
shall  desire  it.  We  command  our  chancellors,  notaries,  and 
other  officers,  to  pass,  seal,  and  deliver  to  you  our  letter  of 
privilege,  in  such  firm  and  legal  manner  as  you  shall  require 
and  stand  in  need  of.  And  that  none  presume  to  do  aiiy 
thing  to  the  contrary  upon  pain  of  our  displeasure,  and  the 
forfeiture  of  thirty  ducats  for  each  ofience.  And  we  comh 
roand  him  who  shall  shew  them  this  our  letter,  that  he  shall 
suaunon  them  to  appear  before  us  at  our  court  wherever  we 
shall  then  be,  within  fifteen  days  after  such  summons  under 
the  foresaid  penalty.  Under  which  same  penalty  we  also 
command  any  public  notary  whomsoever,  that  he  give  to  him 
that  shews  it  to  him  a  certificate  under  his  seal,  that  we  may 
know  how  our  command  is  obeyed. 

*(  Oivuii  at  Granada  on  the  thirtieth  of  April  in  the 
•  .  year  of  our  Lord  1492. 

"J  the  King.  J  the  Qjieen,**  ^^ 


,'  Confirmation  in  \499. 
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<f  And  now,  forwmuch  as  it  lias  jilcascd  Ooi»  that  ^fiiii 
have  discovered .  seveffal  of  the  saaditlands^  at  we  etitt  ftope 
you  will  proceed,  by  his  grace  to  discover  odien^  and  «ie 
jcontioent  in  the  sdd  ocean,  and  those  parts  of  the  Indicii» 
4gtd  seeing  that  you  have  desired-  as  to  craiftrm  to  yon  our 
said  grant  here  recapitulated,  and  all  the  contents  thereof,  to 
the  end  that  you  and  your  children,  heirs,  and  sucoesson, 
one  after  another,  and  after  your  days,  may  have  and  eiijoy 
the  said  employments  of  admiral,  viceroy,  andgovemor  of  the 
said  ocean,  idands,  and  continent,  as  wdl  of  those  j^ou  have 
already  found  and  discovered  as  of  those  you  ihtM  hereafter 
find  and  discover,  with  all  the  powers,  preeminence,  privileges, 
ai^  prerogatives  as  the  admirals,  viceroys,  and  ffovemof* 
in  our  kingdoms  of  Castile  and  Leon  do  adtuafly  enjoy ;  and 
that  aU  the  perquisites  and  salaries,  appertaining  and  bebno^ 
ing  to  the  said  offices,  and  granted  and  albwed  to  our  adm»> 
rau,  viceroys,  and  governors,  may  be  made  good  to  you,  or 
that  we  shaU  make  such  provision  in  this  oaite  as  in  our  good- 
ness we  may  think  fit* 

**  And,  having  regard  to  the  fedgues  and  dangers  vriddk 
you  have  exposed  yourself  to  in  our  service,  in  gon^  to  diih 
cover  and  find  out  the  said  islands,  and  that  which  you  now 
run  in  attempting  to  find  out  the  other  isknds  and  continent^ 
wherein  we  have  been  and  hope  to  be  by  you  wett  seried; 
we,  to  requite  and  reward  y<xij  do  by  these  presents  oonfinn 
to  you  and  your  diildreny  heirs,  and  successors,  one  after  an^ 
otlier,  now.  and  tor  ever,  the  said  employments  of  adnind  of 
this  said  ocean,  and  viceroy  and  governor  of  the  said  islimdi 
and  continent,  by  you.  discovered  and  ibund  out,  and  of  the 
other  idands  and  continent  that  shall  be  by  you,  or  by  your 
indilstry  fixnnd  or  discovered  in  those  parts  of  the  Indies.  And 
itisourwifl^that  you,  and  after  you  your  children,  heirt,  and 
•uocessors,  one  after  the  other,  enjoy  the  said  emj^yment 
of  admir4  of  the  said  ocean  whidi  is  ours,  and  which  commen- 
ces at  a  line  which  we  have  caused  to  be  drawn  fi»m  the 
Aaores  islands  to  the  islands  of  Cape  Verd,  and  so  firom  pole 
to  pole  north  and  south,  so  that  allbcyond  the  said  line  west- 
wards, is  ours  and  belongs  to  us.  And  we  accordin|^ly  consti- 
tote  you  our  admiral,  and  your  sons  and  successors  one  after 
anower,  of  all  that  part  ft>r  ever.  And  we  appoint  you,  and 
your  sons,  heirs,  and  successors,  oneafteranotlier,vicei'oyand 
governor  of  the  said  islands  and  continent  discovered,  and  to 
,be  discovered  in  the  said  ocean,  and  in  those  parts  of  the 
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Indie*  afcraaid  i  and  we  ffrant  you  the  powoiiion  of  all  the 
aaid  aaoioynKiaU  of  adiniral,  Tioeroyt  >nu  governor  for  ever, 
irith  lull  coamuwioiijuid  ettthoii^  to  uie  imd  cxerdw  in  the 
laid  ocean  the  office  of  admiral  m  att  thinfft,  and  in  dw  tame 
manner  and  fonby  mid  with  the  rights  and  privil^i|es,  perqd- 
aitet  tad  talaries  as  our  admirals  of  Castile  and  Leon  ncm 
use,  have,and  ouogr,  or  have  enjc^ed,  as  well  in  the  said  islands 
and  continent  alrrady  discovered,  as  in  those  which  shall 
hiereafter  be  discovered  in  the  said  ocean,  and  in  the  said  parts 
of  the  Indies,  that  the  planters  or  colonists  of  the  same  may 
be  the  better  governed. 

**  And  we  grant  you  such  power  and  authority,  that  yon, 
as  our  viceityr  and  governor,  and  your  lieutenants,  comman- 
ders, and  officers,  by  you  created,  may  exercise  the  civil  and 
crindnal  jurisdiction,  the  supreme  and  mean  authority,  and 
the  absolute  and  mixed  command.  And  in  those  place*  you 
may  remove,  turn  out,  and  put  in  others  in  their  place*,  as 
often  as  you  please,  and  may  find  convenient.  And  thvf 
shall  have  power  to  hear,  judge,  and  determine,  all  suits  or 
causes,  civil  and  criminal,  that  shall  occur  or  arise  in  sold 
islands  and  continoit,  and  they  shall  laave  and  receive  theitees 
and  sjdaries  usudl^  annexed  and  pertaining  to  those  employ* 
ments  in  our  kingdoms  of  Castile  and  Leon.  And  yon  our 
said  viceroy  and  governor,  may  bear  and  determine  all  the 
said  causes  or  any  of  them,  whensoever  you  please,  upon  the 
first  motion,  or  by  way  of  appeal  or  complaint,  and  may  exa^ 
mine,  determine,  and  decide  them  as  our  viceroy  and  govern 
nar,t  and  yo'a  and  your  children  may  do  oil  that  js  reasonaUc 
in  such  cases,  and  in  all  other  things  pertaining  to  the  office 
of  viovroy  and  governor  t  and  you  and  your  lieutenants  and 
officers,  may  take  sudt  cognizance  and"^  use  such  methodU 
a*  ^ou  shall  think  proper  for  our  service  and  the  dueexecution 
of  lURtice.  All  which  you  and  they  may  do,  and  perform  law- 
fully and  effectually,  as  they  might  and  ou^^t  to  do,  had  the 
said  officers  been  af^inted  by  us. 

**  And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  tiuit  all  such  letters-patent 
a*  you  shall  grant,  be  drawn  and  granted  in  our  names  with 
the*e  words,  Ferdinand  and  luiMh,  b^  the  grace  ^  GOD, 
king  and  queen  of  Castile  and  Leon,  4f .  and  shall  be  sealed 
with  our  seal,  which  we  shall  cause  to  be  given  you  for  the 
said  islands  and  continent.  And  we  command  all  the  people 
and  inhabitants,  and  other  persons  in  the  said  islanas  and 
continent,  to  obey  you  as  our  viceroy  and  governor  of  the 
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■ame,  and  all  those  who  muI  on  the  said  aeas,  to  ober  yon  m 
our  admiral  of  the  raid  ocean ;  and  that  all  of  them  Mnll«xe> 
eute  your  letters  and  orders,  and  shall  take  part  with  yon  and 
your  <^cers  for  the  due  execution  of  our  justice,  and  shaB 
give  and  cause  to  be  given  you  all  the  aid  and  assistance  yon 
shaO  require  and  stand  in  need  of,  upon  such  penalties  as  you 
idiall  impose  upon  them,  which  by  these  presents  we  d0  knpoae 
upon  diem,  and  declare  to  be  imposed  ;  and  wc  grant  you 
authority  to  execute  the  same  upon  their  persons  and 
goods. 

"  And  it  also  i6  our  will,  that  if  you  shaH  find  it  for  our 
service,  and  the  due  execution  of  justice  to  cause  any  penton 
who  shall  be  in  the  said  islands  and  continent  to  depart  there* 
firom,  and  not  to  stay  or  return  thereto,  and  that  they  shall 
come  and  appear  before  us ;  you  may,  in  our  name  command 
and  raidce  them  depart  accordingly,  all  whom  we  by  these 
presents  command,  that  tlicy  presently  perform,  execute,  and 
put  in  practice  all  that  hoii  been  enjoined,  without  looking 
farther  or  asking  advice  in  the  same,  not  expecting  any  other 
letter  or  command  from  us,  and  notwithstanding  any  appeal 
or  petition  which  they  mav  make  or  present  to  us  against 
your  siud  order.  For  all  which  things,  and  any  other  due  or 
belonging  to  the  said  offices  of  our  admiral,  viceroy,  and  go- 
vernor, we  give  you  sufficient  authority  in  all  incidents,  de- 
pendencies, and  emergencies,  that  may  occur.  Concerning 
all  which,  if  you  shall  so  desire,  we  command  our  chanoellor, 
notaries,  and  others,  our  officers  belonging  to  our  seals,,  tiiat 
they  give,  pass,  dispatch,  and  seol  for  yini,  our  letters  of  pri- 
vilege, in  as  strong,  firm,  and  effective  manner  as  you  may 
require  of  them  and  stand  in  need  of,  and  that  none  of  them 
do  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  upon  pain  of  our  displeosure, 
and  of  thirty  ducats  to  be  paid  to  our  treasury  by  every  one 
who  may  be  guilty  to  the  contrary  hereof. 

"  And  besides,  we  command  him  that  shall  shew  them  * 
this  our  letter  to  summon  them  to  appear  before  us  in  our 
court  wheresoever  we  may  happen  to  be,  within  fifteen  days, 
under  the  same  penalty.  Under  whidi  we  also  command 
any  public  nota^,  who  may  be  called  for  such  purpose, 
that  ne  give  to  him  who  shtul  produce  these  letters  to  him  a 

certificate, 

1  This  apparently  unbiguoiM  enreMion,  probably  meant  all  contra- 
venert  in  the  premiM*,  or  all  who  might  in  any  way  obttruct  the  full  exe* 
.cution  of  the  offices  and  their  privueget  here  granted  to  Columbui  and  hti 
heirs.— £. 
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eertificate,  ri^ed  under  hit  haad,  that  we  may  know  how  onr 
eonunaiidi  an  obejrcd^.     ^^ 

*(  Given  in  our  dty  of  Bavoekmat  this  28th  of  May,  in  the 

'  year  of  o«|r  Lord  I49S. 

^  By  their  majesties  ordelr,  Ferdinand  Alvarez  de  Toledo, 
secretary  to  the  king  and  queen.  4 

**  Peter  QuHerres,  ChanccUor :  Without  fees  for  seal  or 
entiT. 
*^  Ddiverea  by  Boderick  Doctor, 
"  Ilxiteredy  Jlonxo  Perez:* 

Orders  having  been  issued  to  make  aU  necessary  prepare^ 
tions  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony  in  the  new 
discovery,  the  adnural  went  from  Barcdqna  to  SievUlein  June 
)49S,  and  so  diligently  solicited  the  fitting  out  of  the  fleet 
which  their  Cathtmc  miotics  had  directed  to  be  providei^ 
that  in  a  short  time  seventeen  vessels  of  various  sizes  Were 
gdt  ready,  weU  stored  with  provisions  and  with  aU  diihgs 
deemed  necessary  £or  the  intended  colonization.  Handiatms 
of  all  sortB^  with  peasants  or  fimners  to  till  the  ground^ 
and  a  variety  of  labourers,  were  engaged  to  accompany  the 
expedition.  Thefiuneof  thegold  and  other  rarities,  whidi 
the  newly  discovwed  region  pnxhiced,  had  induced  so  many 
gentlemen  and  other  parsons  of  respectability  to  offer  them- 
•dves,  that  it  became  necessary  to  limit  the  numbers  who 
oould  be  permitted  to  embark,  and  not  to  allow  a]!  who  were 
cagertotransportthcmsdvestothenew  woiid  to  go  there,  un- 
ttl  tim^shonki  make  it  appc>  rhow  matters  might  succeed,  and 
the  colony  might  be  somewhat  settled.  Yet  so  eager  were  the 
adventurers  to  engage  in  the  scheme  of  this  new  colony,  that 
1500  persons  of  all  sorts  wont  upon  the  expedition  j  of  whom 
atHue  carried  out  horses,  asses,  and  other  kinds  of  cattle, 

which 

9  Th«  is  certsinly  the  gnttnt  Iwreditary  fpcant  thit  ever  waa  conctdsd 
by  wvcreignto  subjeft.  Iia<l  it  takfn  effect  ia  itt  clear  extent,  the  fi^caiif 
<»  Columbus  must  long  ere  now  have  become  pr^odigiously  toopower^l  and 
wealthy  to  have  remained  hereditary  admirals,  vicerop,  and  governors  of  the 
whole  aew  #orId.  They  must  either  have  become  independent  sovereigns, 
or  must  have  sunk  under  the  cou8e(|uences  of  rebellion.  If  they  still  exist, 
dwy  9W9  their  existence,  or  thebr  still  subjected  stMe,  to  the  at  first  gross  in- 
jusuce  of  the  court  of  Spain,  and  kf  subsequent  Indispensably  necessaty  poii- 
qr  to  preserve  the  prodigious  acquiskioa  acquired  for  them  by  the  geaiAs  of 
this  great  man.— £• 
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w^ck  were  aJUinRar^*  fif  m^  wpp^t 

4ii  things  beiiur  larfpored,  ^e4i4|pJM>^ 

from  the  road  of  Cadiz,  where  the  ^Ntlifdl  been  pri 

upon  Wednindi^  the  '^5t|i  of S^^temb^qr  14^8,^  hour" 

tun-risings  i^  stood  to  ^  southwards  for  the  Canary  ialands. 

designing  to  pifwure  some  neccai^ry  refreshments  ^ere^ 

On  the  .'28th  of  September,  beu^  t|^  1,00  lesguies  fro^ni 

Sptan,  great  numbers  of  land  birds,  tmotm  which  were  t^r^ 

doves,  and  many  small  birds,  came  aboard  the  admirfls  A\pf 

whkh.  were  su{^sed  :to  come  frpin  the  Azores,  ipud  to  \te  in| 

Uieir  passage  to  Africa  to  pass  the  winter.     Holding  on  th^ir 

course,  die  fleet  came  to  anclu)r  at  Gran  Canarfa  on  W^r 

netiday  the  2d  of  OctG|)er>  and  sailed  again  at  midnight  foil' 

Gotalera,  where  it  arrived  on  the  5th  ofOcifAiSf'.'^  Theadmir 

4ral  issued  orders  for  every  thing  of  which  the  fleet  migl^ 

stand  in  need  to  he  provided  with  all  possible  diapatc^.  '     - 

On  Monday  the  7th  i^  lOctober,  the  adavrM,eontiiit||!^ 
his  voyage  for  the  West  Jt^dies,  having  first  delivered  seaJe^ 
oirders  to  every  ship  in  the  fleet,  urith  strict  injuhctions  thai 
they  were  not  to  be  opeited  unless  separated  from  him  by 
stress  of  weather.  In  tnese  he  jg^ve  directions  for  tike  course 
which  they  were  to  steer  for  attamin^  the  town  of  the  Kativitv 
in  'Hispaniola,  and  he  did  not  wish  that  course  should  b!e 
known  oy  any  one  without  Wj^ttt  ifieoessity.  Having  sailed 
on  with  a  fair  wind  until  Tliursday  the  ^24th  of  October, 
'when  they  were  by  estimation  400  leagues  'west  from  Oconeni, 
all  were  astonished  at  not  finding  any  of  the  weeds  wliioh  ho^ 
bieen  niei  with  <»l  the  former  voyage  when  only  250  lea^gues 
advanced  into  the  Atlantic.  On  that  day  and  Uie  next  {i 
swallow  was  seen  flyinff  about  the  fleet.  On  the  night  of  Sa- 
turday the  26th,  the  liody  of  St  Elmo,  with  seven  lightcfl 
candles,  was  seen  on  the  round  top,  which  wiw  followed  by 
prodigious  torrents  of  rain  and  frightful  thunder  and  Ikrht- 
ninff.  I  mean  those  Ilffhts  were  seen  which  the  seamen  affltm 
to  De  the  body  of  St  £jlmo,  to  whom  they  sing  litanies  and 
prayers  upon  these  occasions,  and  they  firmly  believe  that 
ithece  can  be  no  dtuiiger  from  those  storms  in  which  that  phe- 
jiVOL.  III.  G  nomenoh 

8  The  author  roentioiu  that  he  and  his  elder  brether,  the  toot  of  Cduni< 
bus,  were  prewnt  on  this  occasion,  probably  to  take  leave  of  their  father.  It 
appears  afterwards  that  James  the  admirak  brother,  accompanied  him  op 
.^  SKoad'voyage.— £« 


I 


,«-#v 


.•  I, 


I      \ 


9$  JAeooery  of  Amerka        paut  ii.  book  u. 

nonenon  ocean.  According  to  Pliny*  when  such  li|^to  i^ 
pearcd  tp  the  Roman  sai1<»n  th^'  were  sud  to  be  Castor  and 
roUux,  of  which  SoKtea  likewiae  makes  mention  in  the  begin- 
IMiig  of  his  Boc^  of  Natural 

Cm  Saturday  the  2d  <tf  Nenr ember,  the  admiral  oboerred  a 
great  alterntion  in  the  appearance  of  the  sky  and  in  the  winds* 
md  concluded  from  these,  and  the  prevalence  of  heavy  rains, 
that  he  was  certainty  afmroaching  the  land,  and  therefore 
indered  most  of  the  siuls  to  be  furled,  and  all  the  people  to 
be  on  the  watch,  and  to  keep  a  strict  look  out.  llus  precau- 
tion was  exceeding  necessary;  for  next  morning,  jus(  as  day 
bc^gan  to  dawn,  a  high  mountainous  island  was  discovered 
^bout  seven  leagrues  to  Use  west,  to  which  the  admiral  gave 
the  name  of  l)pnunica,  because  discovered  on  Sunday.  &)on 
afterwards  Sother  island  was  seen  to  the  north-east  of  Do- 
minica, and  then  ano^^er,  and  another  after  that  more  to 
Jthe  northwards  ^  On  chis  joyful  occasion,  all  the  crew  a»- 
■embled  on  the  poop,  and  devoutly  sung  the  salve  regina, 
jsnd  other  hymns,  giving  thanks  to  God  that  in  twenty  dinrs 
after  their  departure  froin  Gomera  they  had  safely  made  the 
land,  judging  the  distance  l)ctween  Gomera  and  Dominica  to 
be  between  750  and  800  leagues.  Finding  no  convenient 
^lace  for  anchoring  on  the  east  side  of  Dominica,  the  admiral 
stood  ov^r  to  another  idand  which  he  named  Marigalante 
afi«r  his  own  ship.  Landing  here,  he  asain  confirmra  with 
all  due  solemnity,  the  possession  which  he  had  taken  in  his 
first  voyage  of  all  the  islands  and  continent  of  the  West  In- 
diis  tor  their  Catholic  maiesties. 

On  Monday  the  4th  of  November,  the  admiral  saikd  north- 
wards past  another  large  island,  which  he  named  St  Mary  of 
Cuad<!ilupe,  i>artly  by  reason  of  bis  ow;n  especial  devotion  to 
the  holy  Virgin,  and  because  he  had  made  u  promise  to  the 
friars  of  that  monastery  to  name  some  island  after  their  house. 
Before  thev  came  to  it,  and  about  two  leagues  distance  from 
its  coast,  tliey  discovered  a  very  high  rock  ending  in  a  point, 
whince  issued  a  stream  of  water  as  thick  as  a  Targe  burel, 
which  made  so  great  a  noise  in  its  fall  as  to  be  heardon  board 
the  ships ;  yet  many  affirmed  that  it  was  only  a  white  vein  in 

the 

4  The  phenomenon  bere  alluded  to  is  now  well  known  to  be  electricity, 
proceeding  from  or  to  poii^ted  projections,  and  in  a  continoed  ttnam,  re- 
iembling  flamed- E. 

9  These  three  additional  isUnds  probably  were  succeMirely,  MsHgalsnt^ 
Petite  T|erre,  and  Deseado  or  Desirade.— £. 
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the  roek.  the  water  was  so  white  and  froth;^  br  IneAMi  <^  its 
rapid  fiklL  Gaiag  on  ahjre  to  view  a  kina  oftown,  thqr 
found  no  person  there  except  some  children,  alt  the  peopM 
having  fled  into  the  woods.  To  the  wrnu  of  these  children' 
they  tied  some  baubles,  to  allure  their  fathers  when  Uiqr  re- 
turned. 

In  the  houses  our  people  found  some  geese  like  those  of 
Spain,  anl  abundance  of  parrots  as  large  as  cominun  cocks, 
having  red,  green,  blue,  and  whit^'  feathers.  Thejr  also  found 
pompions  end  a  sort  of  fruit  resembling  our  ^reen  pine 
apples,  but  much  lurgw,  which  were  full  of  a  sohd  fruit  like^ 
melons,  but  much  Hweeter  both  in  taste  and  smell,  and  far 
better  than  those  which  are  broutrht  up  by  art.  This  fruit 
grew  on  long  stalks,  like  lilies  or  aloes,  wild  about  the  fields. 
Thejr  also  saw  other  sorts  of  fruits  and  herbs  diflferent  from 
ours.  In  the  houses  there  were  beds  or  hammocks  made  of 
cotton  nebi,  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  other  articles ;  but 
our  people  took  none  of  these  things  away,  that  the  Indians 
might  be  the  less  afraid  of  the  Christians.  What  they  most 
admired  and  wondered  at  was  that  they  found  an  iron  pan  in 
one  of  the  houses ;  though  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the 
rocks  and  fire-stones  of  the  country  being  of  the  colour  of 
brij^t  iron,  a  person  of  indifferent  judgment  may  have  taken 
it  for  iron  without  sufficient  examination;  ^rjthere  never  was 
any  iron  found  afterwards  amonff  these  peia|il^,  and  1  find  no 
authority  from  the  admiral  for  this  inddnit  on  his  own  know« 
ledge,  and  as  he  used  to  write  down  daily  whatever  happen* 
ed  and  was  reported  to  him,  he  may  have  set  down  this  amoiu; 
other  particulars  rdated  by  those  who  had  been  on  shore*. 
Even  if  it  actually  were  iron,  it  may  be  thus  accounted  for : 
The  natives  of  Guailaloup,  being  Caribs,  were  accustomed  to 
make  plundering  expeditions  as  rar  as  Hispaniola,  and  might 
have  procured  that  pan  firom  the  Christians  or  the  natives  of 
that  iuand.  It  is  likewise  possible  that  they  might  have  carried 
off  some  of  the  iron  from  the  wreck  of  the  admirals  former  ship  { 
or  some  of  that  wreck  containing  iron  might  have  been  drift- 
ed by  the  winds  and  currents  from  Hispaniola.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  the  people  neither  took  away  the  pan  nor  any  thing 
else. 

Next 
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6  The  origin  of  this  may  hive  been  one  of  the  people  rayinK  he  had  wen 
a  pan  or  veHel  of  a  tubitance  Hie  iron,  while  in  the  progrM*  m  the  story  to 
the  adfidrat  the  qualifying  circumstance  <^  resemolaiuo  was  omitted.^* 
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J^l^t  4iqr  Uie  admirri  lent  tiro  boats  on  shore,  to  endeavour 
to  inpcure  «ome  person  who  mi^t  be  able  to  give  him  wme 
af(|a>unt  of  the  countiyyand  to  infonn  him  in  what  directioa 
Hupuiiola  Ja^.   >  Each  of  the  boatb  brought  off  a  youth,  who 
agreed  jp  filing  that  th^  were  not  of  that  idand,  but  of  an- 
other which  they  called  Borriquen,  now  St  John ;  and  that 
t|ie  ii^f/Q\iitimt»  of  GuadaJonpe  were  Caribs  or  CamlxiUs,  and 
had  taken  them  prisonera  mun  their  own  island.     Soon  af- 
tjerwards,  the  boats  returned  on  shore  to  bring  offttome  Chris- 
tiws  who  had  been  left,  and  found  six  women  who  had  fled 
^  them  Irom  the  Caribs,  and  came  off  wiliingiy  to  the  ships. 
To  allure  the  Indians,  the  admiral  would  not  keep  them, 
but  set  t)iem  on  shore  against  their  wills,  giving  them  some 
gjass  beads  and  bells.    This  was  not  done  unudvisedly,  for  as 
spop  9i>  thi^  landed,  the  Caribs  even  in  sight  of  the  Chris- 
Mans,  took  away  all  the  trinkets  which  had  been  given  them. 
Therefore,  either  throu^  hatred  or  fear  of  the  Caribs,'  when 
the  boats  returned  some  time  afterwards  tor  wood  and  water, 
tjbe  womesi  got  into  them  and  lequested  to  be  carried  back  to 
the  j»hips,  and  gave  the  seamen  to  under^tund  by  signs  that 
t^jQsc  pfioph  eat  men  and  nipke  slaves  of  the  w^men,  and 
therefoTie  they  would  not  remain  with  them.     Yielding  to 
il^fiir  ^treaties,  the  seamen  brought  them  back,  with  two 
<4iUdren  and  a  young  man  who  had  escaped  from  die  Caribs  j 
^etue  people  thinking  themselves  satier  in  tlie  hands  of  stran- 
gers wium  thty  had  never  seen  or  heard  of,  than  among  the 
Cfpel  and  wicked  Caribs  who  had  eaten  their  husbands  and 
children)  but  ,who  are  !»aid  not  to  eat  wiunen,  whom  they  keep 
ps  slaves.    One  of  tlie  women  said  there  wire  many  islands 
to  tb^  south,  some  inhabited  und  others  not,  which  they  sie- 
^era}|y  named  Giamachi,  Cairvaco,  Huino,  buriari,  Arubeira, 
fnd  Sixibej.     lliey  said  that  the  ccmtinent  was  very  large. 

fd  both  they  and  the  inhabitants  ot  |iispuniola  naUied  it 
i^ta  i  sayirtg,  ihat  in  former  times  canoes  had  come  hoin 
tbat  land  to  the  islands  to  barter  v^ith  abundance  of  kds,  of 
Fnom  there  were  two  thirds  in  an  island  not  fur  distant ^. 
They  also  t>ai((  that  the  king  of  the  island,  from  v  hich  they 
fle^f.was  ^one  with  ten  large  canoes  and  &00  n{ea  to  make  in- 
cursion's into  the  neighbouring  islands  to  take  prisoners  to 
cat.  The  women  likewise  gave  intbrmalion  where  IJispanioIa 
lay;  for  though  the  admiral  had  inserted  it  in  his  chart, 

yet 
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Te(  be  yhti  mtiitickl  to  hmr  what  tNr  liathrw  of  llMMrWudi 
Inew  rMfMttmff-UfiNr  hi*  better  giiidanee. 

The  HdmiraT  nenir  wished  td  prooaed  on  hk'vciyage,  bdt 
was  tdd  that  o*e  Captain  Mane  had  gone  on  •bore  \MlMt 
day  wil^  e^t<men-#inioiit  his  leave,  mu)  hadnotyeirefota- 
ed  Her  lite  therefore  oblig^  to  send  oat  to  look  for 
hiin^  Aoi%h  in  vain,-  by  reaaoa  of  die  thidneM  of  the 
trees.  Therefore,  that  the^  nti(^t  hot  be  lost  or  be' oUiged 
to  leave  a. ship  for  chem,  which  might  afterwards  miss  its  way 
to  Hbpakiiola^  the  adnrird  resolved  to  remain  tilt  next  dnri 
and  betcause  the  Qonntry  wat  fott  of  «ctensive  and  thick  wood^ 
he  ordered  ihem  to  be  eaiipiuHy  soagfat  after^  making  a  gredt 
fiimite  with  trumps  and  muskets  to  lead  tlfem  on  the  ra^ 
fUl^irBiit  the  people  having  searched  the  whole  di^  inemo* 
|Ha%,  returned  to  the  ships  in  thie  eveUingVHhout  finding 
them,  or  heurkig  any  thing  of  them.  It  was  now  Thursdiif 
morning,  and  no  news  had  been  heard  of  fhenv  since  IHiea* 
day ;  and  oonsidering  that  they  had  gone  without  leave,  the 
admiral  declaried  his  resohtf  ion  to  continue  tho  voyage,  or  it 
least  made  a  shew  of  doing;  go  to  deter  others  from  doing  the 
Uke  in  future ;  but  he  albwed  himself  to  be  prevailed  on  by 
some  of  the  kindred  and  friends  of  the  straggle's  to  stay  n  Ik* 
tie  longer,  and  gave  orders  in  the  meantime  for  all  th6  drips 
to  complete  t&eir  wood  and  water,  and  for  the  people  to*  wash 
their  Ikiens  r  aiid  he  sent  Captain  Hojeda  witn'  forty  men  to 
look  out  for  those  who  were  amissing,  and  tO  exainnio  into 
the  nature  of  the  country^  Hojeda  found  ntastidkf  aioesr 
sandal,  g^ger,  irankincensey  and  some  tt^  rmembKnig  cin» 
nambn  Tn  taste  and  smell,  and  aibttnklanee  (tf  cotton.  Hor 
saw  many  felconsy  and  two  of  them  piursamg  the  other  birdtr 
ako  kites,  hi^ronsi  daws,  turtles,  partridges,  geese,  and  niglM- 
iilgalet;  and  heafllrmMi  thJatrntiraveiKng  six  kagu^  they  had 
crossed  twenty-six  river*,-  sevei^l  of  n^ioh  wero  "ftery  deep ; 
but  I  ain{  apt  to  b^eve,  as  the  coaitiiy  was  terv  #o<Mfy  and 
imeven^  Umt  they  hadtOften  oross^  the  flttnie  rfrer.  Whiiev 
the  party  under  Hcjedit  were  adihiring'the  beauties  of  the  > 
country,,  and  other  parties  were  goi'itf^' about  m  all  directions 
in  tt^artb  of  the  straggi^rtf,  they  returned  to  dke  iihipOn  Fri- 
d^  the  8th  of  November  withbut  having  beSen  met  by  any  of 
those,  who  looked-  for  them;  They  excuavd  tiMihselves  by 
sayiAg' that  they  had  lost  their  way  in  the  woods  i  but  to  pn* 
nish  their  presumption,  the  admiral  ordered  the  captain  tv 
be  pay n  irons,  and  that  the  rest  should  have  th^ir  alwwance 
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,  of  prormoni  retrenched.  The  admiral  dicn  hmded  and  went 
to  wme  of  the  houaent  where  he  law  all  the  partieohoni  which 
hive  been  already  mentioned  {  filiewise  abondanoe  of  cotton, 
both  spun  and  tttupun,  and  looms  for  weaving,  many  human 
dinlis  hung  up,  Mid  baskets  fuH  of  human  bones.  The 
houses  in  this  island  were  better,  and  more  plentifbHy  ftlr- 
nished  with  provisions  mid  other  thhiigs  used  lr)r  the  In^ 
dians,  than  any  which  he  had  seen  in  hitt  first  voyage. 

On  Sunday  the  iDth  of  November  the  admiral  weighed 
ia|ichor»  standing  with  the  whitle  fleet  towards  the  N.  W. 
jdong  Uie  coast  of  Ouadabupe,  and  came  to  an  island  which 
he  named  Monseratte  on  account  (if  it^  height ).  and  was  in- 
fcrmed  by  the  Indians  on  board  that  the  Caribs  had  entirely 
diqieopled  it»  by  devouring  aU  the  inhabitants.  He  thence 
proceeded  fay  St  Mary  Redonda,  so  named  on  account  of 
Its  round  and  upright  shape,  insomuch,  that  there  seemed  no 
possibility  of  gettins  up  to  it  without  ladders.  It  was  called 
Ocamaniroby  the  Indians.  He  next  came  to  St  Maria  la 
Antigua,  which  is  about  twenty>eidit  leagues  in  extent.  Still 
holding  on  his  course  to  the  N.  v^.  there  appeared  several 
odier  islands  towards  the  north,  and  in  the  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 
all  very  high  and  woodyj  at  mie  of  these  he  cast  anchor  and 
named  it  1^  Martin.  Tliey  here  took  -  y  Mime  pieces  of  coral 
stickinff  to  the  flukes  of  the  anchors.,  which  made  them  Ikipe 
to  find  other  usefiil  articles  of  rommeri  e  in  th(  se  islands, 
lliough  the  admiral  was  always  anxious  to  examine  into  evirv 
place  which  he  discovered,  he  yet  resolved  to  hold  on  his 
course  towards  Hiepaniola,  that  he  might  carry  relief  to  the 
people  who  had  been  kfl;  there.  But  the  weather  being  bad, 
he  was  obliged  to  come  to  anchor  at  an  inland  on  the  l4th  of 
November,  where  he  save  orders  to  take  some  of  the  inhabi-^- 
tants,  i^  at  he  might  feam  whereabout  he  then  was.  As  the 
boat  was  returning  to  the  fleet  with  four  womm  and  three 
children  whom  they  had  taken,  it  met  a  canoe  in  which  wer  ? 
four  men  and  a  woman ;  who  perceiving  fhat  they  could  not** 
escape,  stood  upon  their  defence,  and  hit  two  of  the  Iranian  - 
with  their  <arrows,  which  they  disdiarged  with  such  torCe  and 
dexterity  that  the  woman  pierced  a  target  quite  through.  The 
Spaniards  (*^ttempted  to  board,  and  the  canoe  was  overset/' 
so  that  all  the  Indians  were  taken  swimming  in  the  water } 
end  one  of  then  -Lot  several  arrows  while  swimming,  as  dex»^ 
t«po«]y<e8ifhc,!^xi  beenaadiy  land.  '^*< 
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Thtm  people  wore  ibund  to  be  caitriitfd ;  tor  thcjbadkMH 
iiMd«priioiMnfagrtlwGMilNimioineothei  'sl«n<li|Wliuh«lio 
med  tnem  m  w«  do capoi»t  that  they  mu^t  becoroefiitter  aai 
better  fiiod*  Dcpevting  firom  thenoev  the  admiral  canthnwd 
hisToyage  W.  N.  W.  where  hf  Ml  in  with  a  daater  of  above 
fi%iilaiide»  which  he  left  to  the  northward  of  his  ooimak  Th* 
laigeet  of  thaw  ;^e  uuned  the  island  of  St  Unuk»  and  th» 
ottarthr  <r  U'^^i che  Eleven  Thousand  VirginSi  He  ncstcams ' 
to  >t!  J  i:iiU4-  ''/'dd  Borriquen  bv  the  Indians,  but  whiob  he. 
naiui  a  St  John  ihe  Baptist,  in  a  bay  cm  the  west  side'ofvdudi 
the  Lmi  .  -jne  to  anchor,  where  tiupt  cau^t  several  sorts  oC 
f  b,  as  slut^i^dafcs,  pilchards,  and  shads.  On  the  kmd  th^ 
juiw  fidoona,'«nd  buslieB  resembling  wild  vines.  .More'to  thai 
eastward^  rome  Shpaniards  went  to  certain  houses  well  buik 
after  the  Indian  rashion,  having  a  square  before  them  and 
a  bruad  road  down  to  the  sea,  with  bowers  on  each  side  mads 
vS  canes,  and  curiously  interwoven  with  evergreens,  sudi  aa 
are  k&o.  in  the  gardois  of  Valencia.  At  the  end  of  the  road 
next  the  sea  there  wais  a  raised  stage  or  balcony,  loffy  and  well 
built,  capable  of  containing  ten  or  twelve  men. 

On  Friday  the  fifteenth  of  November  the  admiral  reached 
the  north  side  of  Hiq>anio]a,  and  immediatdy  sent  on  sIumw 
at  Samana  one  of  the  natives  of  the  island  who  had  been  in 
Spain,  and  who  being  converted  to  our  holy  faith)  ofiered  to 
engage  all  his  countnrmen  to  submit  to  the  Christians.  Th# 
admiral  continued  hu  voyage  to  the  Nativity,  and  off  Cm* 
Angel  some  Indians  came  on  board  to  barter  Uieir  commodi- 
ties. Comins  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Monte  Christo  a  bmit 
was  sent  on  wore,  the  people  of  which  found  two  dead  men 
lying  near  a  river.  One  of  these  seemed  to  be.  young  and 
the  other  old,  having  a  rope  made  of  a  substance  like  ijpai»« 
ish  broom  round  his  neck,  and  his  arms  extended  and  tied  to 
a  piece  of  wood  in  the  form  of  a  cross.  Having  been  long 
dead,  it  could  not  be  known  whether  these  people'wane  Christ- 
'ianu  or  Indians,  but  it  was  considered  an  evil  omen.  The  next 
day,  twenty-sixth  November,  the  admiral  sent  on  shore  in 
several  places,  and  the  Indians  came  boUlv  and  freely  to  con* 
verse  with  the  Spawards,  touching  their  shirts  and  doubleta, 
and  naming  these  articles  in  the  Spanish  language.  TU^ 
confidence  and  firiaidly  behaviour  relieved  the  admiral  from 
the  fears  whicli  he  had  conceived  on  account  of  the  dead  men  ; 
believing  that  if  the  natives  had  injured  the  Christians  whom 
he  bad  left,  they  would  not  have  come  so  boldly  on  bcNUtl 
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dwMiipk    But iicxtdti]r»  coining  to  anchor  about  Bmhiight 
ndH  Ine  town  of  Naiddad  or  tfae  Nativity «  a  canoe  came  to 
tfaa.  fleet  iand  asked  for  theddonralf  ami  bcihg  bid  to  come  on 
^  boani^  they  refosed  to  do^ao  t^  they  should  see  him.    The  adi> 

mmdtbeidbre  went  to  theships  side  to  hear  ^hat  th^  had  to 
mr^  andithen  two  nken  Irom  die  canoe  went  up  witb  two  nanks 
e^goU«  which  they  pJMsentcd  widk  inany  compliments  to- the 
admindas  from  ^^adffm  Quacanoj^u  Beiniif  a^ked  -«ob» 
eckrain^.  the  Christians  who  were  left  at  the  Nativity,  thef 
flbsireitod  that  some  of  them  had  died  of  distenj^wnrftyi  sonc 
Inuipatlled  Scam  the  con^ny  and  haOi^McintaAtfaer  parts 
of  Ai:c(^mtry,  and  that  all  of  them  h^  fadr j.  o»  five  wives. 
Thioiwh  it  appeared frofMitl^  way  in  which  thesie  Indians. spolce^ 
tilBt  aU  «r  most  of .  the  cobnists  were  dead»  yet  the  adhtiraLdtd 
^toLthiBk  fit.  to  take  much  notice  of  the  circumtknoe  at  the 
tikne ;  he  therefore  dismissed  the  messei^ers  #ith  some  brass 
triiriccts  and  other  baubles  for  Guacanagari,  sind  a  ie%  to 
Ihemselves.  '(V> 

u  Towards  evening  on  Thtnrsday  the  t\renty->dghth  Novenv 
ber  the  admiral  came  with  ail  the  fleet  into  the  harbour  of 
Ae  Nativity,  and  foimd  the  whtAe  town  burnt,  and  no  per- 
son whatever  couM  be  seen  about  the  placfe.  Next  morning 
tiie  adhiind'  landed,  and  was  much  coueenied  to  find  the 
^'*^  fort  and  houses  entire^  destroyed,  and  nothiug  left  which  had 
belonged  to  die  Christians,  except  some  tnCtered  ^^nkients  and 
odier  broken  artielts  of  no  vahie.  Finding  no  person  at 
whom  he  could  make  inquiries,  he  went  up  a  river  in  the 
neighbourhood  with  several  boats,  leaving  orders  to  clean  out 
the  well  which  he  had  dug  in  the  fort,  as  he  had  directed  die 
i!ok»iust8  to  throw  aiU  the  gold  they  could  get  into  that  well, 
to  be  prepared  against  the  worst  that  might  happen;  bat  no- 
thing of  the  kind  could  be  found.  €hi  his  way  up  the  river 
hje  could*  meet  with  none  of  the  Indians,  \Vho  all  fled  from 
their  bouses  inito  the  woods  on  his  amivoacb.  He  tber^ve 
tctumed  to  Nauidad,  where  ei^^t  of  the  Christianls  had  beoi 
discovered  and  three  others  in  the  £elds»  who  were  recwniaed 
by  die  renmants  of  their  apparel,  and  seemed  to  have  been  & 
nioLAth  dead.  While  prosecuting  this  nekmcholy  search,  a 
hirot|i;er  of  the  cacique  Guaeaniicari  came,  accompanied  by 
ioiit^  Indians,  to  the  admiral,  liiet^e  men  could  speak  a  few 
words  of  Spanish,  ind  knew  the  names  of  all  the  Christians 
who^  had  been  left  there.  They  said  that  didse  Spuiiards 
'  had  Ibon  f^ien  out  amon|{  themselves  After  the  d^arture  of 
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the  •dmindy  vnrpone  takiilg  for  hiimelf  at  mvch  ^oldaand 
tft  iBfltny  womtknitai *.h«  codd  procure.  TbiNt  Guticiitet  and 
Esoovedo  killed  one  named  James,  and  then  went  aiwaljr  wi^ 
Mne  .others  and  ail  theiB  -vl^ameit  ta  the  torritorieft  of  »  ta- 
eicjue  named  Caonabo  \«ho  wm  knrd  of  thc.minct,  and  fey 
Wh»ni  they  had  all  beien  killed.  That  many  days  afterwanfe 
CstmdMi  came  witli  a  great  number  of  men  to  Nauidndy 
^ere  only  James  de  Arana  remained  with  tett  men  to  guaiid 
the  fort,  all  the^rest  of  the  Spaniards  havinff  dispersed  aboitt 
the  itdatid.  Caunabb  came  by  niglit  and  set  fire  to  the 
houses  where  the  Christians  resided  with  their  w^menf  all  of 
wiiom  fled  to  the  sea*  where  eight  of  them  were  dro#n(Bd,tliree' 
of  them  being  slam  on  shorei.*  That  GuacmagarS,  infigfat^ 
it^against  Caonabo  in  defendc  of  the  Christians,  bad  been- 
wowid^  and  fled.  i;  a 

This  account  agreed  widt  that  which  was  received  by  some 
Spaniards  whom  the  admiral  had  sent  up  into  libe  coMitry, 
and  hod  gone  to  a  town  in  the  interior  where  the  cacique  lay' 
ill  of  his  wounds  This  he  said  had  prevented  him  from  wait- 
ing upon  the  admhral  and  giving  him  an  account  of  the  catas^ 
trofihe  of  the  Christians,  which  he  narrated  exactfy  in  con- 
formity with  the  account  given  by  his  brother,  and  he  request- 
ed that  the  odmirfd  would  go  to  see  him  as  he  was  unable  to 
be  moved.  The  admiral  went  accordingly  next  day,  and 
with  great  signs  of  sorrow  l^e  cacique  rdated  all  that  had 
happened,  and  that  he  and  bis  men  had  all  been  wounded  m 
endeavouring  to  defend  the  Christians,  as  appeared  by  their 
woundsy  which  had  not  been  inflicted  by  Cmistian  weapons, 
but  with  aragmfas  or  wooden  swords  and  arrbws  pointed  with 
fish  bones.  At  the  end  of  his  discourse  the  cacique  present- 
td  to  the  admiral  eight  strings  of  small  beads  made  of  white, 
green,  and  red  stones,  a  string  of  gold  beads,  a  royal  crown 
of  gold,  and  three  small  calabashes  full  of  gold  dust^  all  of 
which  raiirfit  be  about  Sam  marks  weis^t  of  gok),  the  mark 
being  half  a  pound.  In  return  for  alTthis  the  admiral  gave 
him  abundance  of  our  baubles,  which  though  not  worth 
three  ryals  or  eighteen-pence,  he  yet  valued  exceedinij^y.  Al^ 
though  Ouacanagari  was  very  ill,  he  insisted  upon  going  with 
the  aamind  to  see  the  fleet,  where  he  was  courteously  ente#«» 
tained,  and  was  much  delk^hted  to  see  the  horses,  of  which  he 
had  received  an  account  from  the  Christians.  And  as  some 
of  those  who  had  been  killed  had  given  him  a  veiy  erroneous 
aocountof  our  holy  faith,  the  admiral  used  his  best  endeavours 
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to  initruct  him,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  wear  an  imaoe  of  the 
Vii|^  Mary  niqpenaed  from  hi*  neck,  vrfiteh  ha  had  at  first 
refmed  to  receive. 

Reflecting  OB  the  disaster  of  the  Christians  at  Nauidad,  and 
hit  own  mkfintoiie  in  that  neighbourhood  by  kning  hia 
ship,  and  considering  that  there  were  other  places  at  no  oreat 
distiuioe  more  commodious  for  the  establishment  of  a  colony', 
he  sailed  on  Saturday  the  seventh  of  December  with  the 
whole  fleet  to  the  eastwards,  and  about  evoung  cast  anchor 
not  fiir  from  the  islands  of  Monte  Christo.  And  the  nead. 
day  rifemoved  to  Monte  Christo,  among  those  sevoi  low  vdi 
lands  which  were  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  fimner 
voyage.  These  Kttle  islands,  although  destitute  of  trees,  are 
yet  extremely  pleasant ;  for  in  that  season  of  winter  they  found 
a  profusion  of  fine  flowers,  the  nests  had  many  of  than 
Mgs,  and  young  Urds  in  others,  and  all  other  things  resem- 
blra  the  tq)pearance  of  summer  in  Spain.  Removing  thence* 
he  went  to  anchor  before  an  Indian  town  where  he  had  nm- 
solved  to  plant  his  colony,  and  landed  all  the  men,  provisions, 
ntensib,  and  animals  whidi  had  been  brought  on  board  the 
fleet  The  place  he  now  chose  was  a  fine  plain  near  a  rode 
on  which  a  fort  might  be  very  conveniently  built  for  ite  de- 
fimoe }  and  here  he  immediately  began  to  build  a  town  which 
he  named  Isabella,  in  honour  of  the  queen  of  Castile.  The 
port  of  this  place,  though  exposed  to  the  N.  W.  was  large 
and  convenient,  and  had  a  most  delicious  river  only  a  bow- 
shot distant,  from  which  canals  of  water  might  be  draws 
for  the  nse  of  the  town,  to  run  through  the  streets.  Immedi* 
ately  beyond  that  river  there  lay  a  vast  open  plain,  from  the 
extremity  of*  which  the  Indians  snid  the  gold  mines  of  Cibao 
were  not  far  remote.  For  all  these  reasons  the  admiral  waa 
so  extremely  intent  upon  settling  the  colony,  that  what  with 
the  fittigues  which  he  had  endured  at  sea  and  the  labour  he 
now  encountered,  he  not  only  was  unable  to  write  down  from 
day  to  day  the  occurrences  as  had  been  his  usual  custom,  but 
he  fell  sick,  by  which  causes  his  journal  was  interrupted  from 
the  eleventh  of  December  149S  till  the  twelfth  of  March 
1494.  During  all  this  time  however,  he  ordered  the  affairs 
of  the  colony  to  the  best  advantage,  as  far  as  he  was  able.  In 
this  interval  likewise  he  detached  Alonzo  de  Hojeda  with  an 
escort  of  fifleen  men  to  explore  the  mines  of  Cibao.  And 
afterwards  he  sent  on  the  second  of  February  twelve  ships  of 
his  fleet  back  to  Spain  under  the  command  of  Captain  An- 
thony 
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llidny  de  Torres,  who  wai  lm>d»er  to  tlie  narse  of  Don  Jolni 
prince  of  Spain.  Tbrre*  was  a  man  of  great  judgment  iud 
«ntire  honour,  in  whom  their  Catholic  majettiet  and  the  afd- 
mhral  reposed  much  conftdenoe.  With  him  the  admiril  sent 
a  detailed  account  in  writing  of  the  nature  of  the  country, 
and  of  every  thing  which  was  required  for  thi^  assistance  of 
the  infant  colony^  as  well  as  an  ample  aioeount  of  every  occur- 
rence from  the  time  the  fleet  had  departed  from  iSpain, 

Hojeda  returned  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  aild 
gave  an  account  of  his  journey.  He  reported  that  hehalt^ 
on  the  second  n^t  of  hn  journey  at  the  pass  of  a  mountain 
which  was  of'  yery  diflicult  access.  That  afterwards  at  ma^' 
leagues  distance*  he  found  Indian  villages  and  caciques  wm 
had  been  very  kind  to  him ;  and  that  at  the  end  of  his  sixth 
days  joum^  he  came  to  the  mines  of  Cibao,  were  the  Indi-^ 
ans  immediately  took  up  gold  in  his  presence  from  the  bed  of 
a  small  river,  as  they  had  done  in  many  other  iriaoes  on  hii 
route,  where  he  affirmed  that  there  was  plenty  of^gold.  Thiil' 
news  greatly  rejoiced  the  admiral j  who  was  now  recovereil 
fiftmi  his  liickness,  and  he  resolved  to  go  on  shore  to  obsenwf 
the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  diqiosition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, that  he  might  be  Uie  better  able  to  judge  of  what  ought 
to  be  done.  Accordingly,  on  Wednesday  the  twelfUi  of 
March  1494,  he  set  out  from  Isabella  to  inspect  the  mines 
of  Cibao,  taking  all  the  people  along  with  him  who  were  in 
health,  part  on  foot  and  part  on  horseback;  leaving  a  good 

Siard  m  the  two  ships  and  three  caravels  that  remained  of 
e  fleet,  and  causing  all  the  tackle  and  ammunition  belonging 
to  the  odier  ships  to  be  removed  into  his  own. 

He  took  the  above  mentioned  precaution  to  prevent  any 
firom  rebelling  during  his  absence  and  seizing  the  ships  to  re- 
turn home,  as  several  had  attempted  to  do  during  his  sickneif  «^ 
Many  had  embarked  in  this  voyage  under  the  belief  that  they 
might  load  themselves  with  gold  as  soon  as  they  landed,  and 
so  return  rich  home  in  a  short  time.  But  gold  wherever  it 
is  to  be  found  requires  time,  trouble  and  labour  to  gather  it  i 
and  matters  not  turning  cut  according  to  their  sanguine  ex* 
pectations,  they  became  dissatisfied  and  ofiended,  and  weary 
of  the  fatiffue  attending  the  building  of  Isabella,  and  of  the 
diseases  which  the  climate  and  change  of  diet  had  engendered 
among  them.  One  Bernard  de  Iisa,  who  had  been  an  in- 
ferior officer  of  justice  at  court,  and  who  had  gone  the  voy*^ 
•ge  as  comptroller  for  their  Catholic  miyestics,  was  the  ring- 
leader 
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|0«der  «ffd  head  el*  diefle  iiHltineen ;  therefore  i&e  adhmril 
Wovld  not  pwftish  hinf  an^  otherwise  thani  by  joea^hg  hain  oi| 
btMOid  ship,  with  tho  dte^  icif  tiendiiig  him  home  to  Spnii^ 
with  hk^  piiooelMtregdbU^  dnnm  i^^  as  weft  oii<|actount 
%}i  his  mutilidtM  emrauct  as  for  hinriiw  written  a>  fiiki  iafev<- 
SMtiOTi  against  the  adttiiral,  which  hjetiad  hidden  \n  the  ship; 

HlMriing  properiy  orde#ed  all  these*  matters,  and  having  left 
some  persons  m  whom  hti  <iould<eonfide  bodi  alt  sea-  and  <m 
4hore^  to  look  to  awh  secure  the  fleet  undev  the  charge  of  his 
Irother  Ddb!  Jtenes  Goknabus^  he  set  <mt  for  Cibao^'  oarrying 
with  him  alli  the  necebsary  tools  aind  iiAplelnent^for  builning 
ft  fort  to  keep  that  disti^ict  under  sul^ection,  andifor  seouring 
(he  ChristiaiM  who  mig^  be  left;  there  to*  gather  |i|Dld  I'riom 
any  ev3  designs  or  attempts  of  thoilildiaiiis.  <  And  the  mont 
to*  iilipvess  roe  natives  with'  awd  and  respect,  and  to  take 
away  aU  hopes  that  they  nd^  be  able  to;  doAOw  as  they 
1^  done  with  Arana  and  the  th«rfy>«ight  CfarisiiBnff  iriio 
had  be^Akftwith  him  ,  at  tfte  Nativity*  he  ^rried  aH'tfao 
laen  that  he  could  along  with  him,:  that  the  natives  mig^  see 
and  be  sensiUe  of  the  pdwejr  of  the  Christians^  and  that  if 
any  injury  shouU  be  offered  even  to  a  single  iridlVidHal  of  oniit 
peq[de,i  there  was'  »  sufficient  force  to  ensure  duel akid  seVeNt 
diastisement  To  appeal*  the  more  formidable  to  the  nativet/ 
wh^  he  set  out  from  Isabella,  and  Whenever  he  ptutdcid  any  <tf 
the  Indian  towni^,  he  caused  his  meni  to  march  with  tReif 
irms  in  rank  and  file  as  is  mud  in  time  of  war,  with  trum^^ 
pets  sounding  and  eoburs  flying.  In  this  way  lie  marohett 
alot^  the  river,  which  lay  about  a  ntesket-shot  fr6m  kabitflla'} 
he  crossed  a  smaller  river  about  a  league  beyond,  and  hnlled> 
for  the  ntf^t  in  a  plain  divided  into  pleasant  fieMs  about 
three  leagues  firom  IsabeHa,  which  reached  to  a  craggy  hil^ 
about  two  bow-shots  high.  To  tbik  place  he  ^ve  the  navtie' 
of  Puerta  de  los  Hidalgos,  ot  the  G^ntlemens  Pass,  bSeeaose 
sbme  ffefttlenien  had  bopn  sent  on  •before  to  order  ia  road  to  h€^ 
opened,  whidh  was  the  first  road  ever  made  in  the  Itidfefc' 
T^  paths  made  by  the  Iiidians  are  only  broad  en6ugh<  for' 
one  person  to  pass  at  a  tinde.  -  u   •(  i^  i\ 

Beyond  this  pass  hti  entered  upon  a  large  plain  over  vHdehi 
he  marched  five  leagues  the  next  day,  and  halted  on  th^  bailks' 
of  a  lai^  river  called  the  River  of  Canes,  which  £ill»  into  tki& 
sea  at  Monte  Christo,  and  over  which  the  people  crossed  on 
rafts  and  in  canoA.  In  the  course  of  the  loumey  they  pas- 
sed many  Indian  towns^  oongiiting  of  round  thatched  houses/' 
'■':-.>"  with 
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with  sach  ainaU  doors  that  it  requires  a  person  entering  to 
stoc^  very  \aiv.  As  soon  as  the  Indians  from  laabdBa  who 
^ccompaniiaii  the  march  entered  any  of  those  houses  they 
took  what  thi^  liked  best,  and  yet  the  oimers  seemed  not  Ip 
be  at  all  diiKpleosed,  as  if  all  thinss  were  in  common  among 
them,  la  Uke  manner  the  peopfe  of  the  conntry  were  dis- 
posed to  take  irora  the  Christians  whatever  they  piought  fi^ 
thinking  our  things  had  been  in  common  like  theirs  {  bnit 
they  wmre  auon  undeceived.  In  the  course  of  thif  journey 
they  pasBiifd  over  mountains  most  delightfully  hooded,  whone 
there  were  wild  vines,  does,  and  cmnamon  trees  *}  and 
another  @ort  that  produces  a  fruit  resembling  a  fig,  which 
were  vastly  thick  at  the  fijot,  but  had  leaves  like  those  of 
our  apple  trees. 

The  admiral  continued  his  march  from  the  River  of  Canes 
on  Friday  the  14th  March,  and  a  league  and  a  half  beyond 
it  he  came  to  another  which  he  called  the  River  of  Ook),  be- 
cause some  grains  of  gold  were  gathered  in  passine.    Having 
crossed  this  river  with  some  d^culty,  the  admiral  proceeded 
to  a  large  town,  whence  many  of  the  inhabitants  fled  to  the 
mountaiuii ;  but  most  of  them  fortified  their  houses  by  bar- 
ring the  door-ways  with  large  canes,  as  if  that  had  been  a 
sutticient  detience  to  hinder  any  body  firom  conung  in ;  for 
according  to  their  customs,  no  one  dares  to  break  in  at  a 
door  that  is  barred  up  in  this  manner,  as  they  have  no 
VQoden  doors  or  any  other  means  of  shuttinc  up  their  houses. 
From,  the  river  of  gold  the  march  was  contmued  to  another 
fine  river,  which  was  named  Rio  verdCf  or  the  Green  River, 
at  which  the  party  halted  for  the  night.     Continuing  the 
march  next  day,  they  passed  iseveral  considerable  towns,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  had  barricadoed  their  doors  with  canes 
and  stipks  in  the  manner  already  mentioned.    The  whde 
party  being  latigueii  with  the  march  of  this  day,  halted  for 
the  night  at  the  toot  of  a  rugged  mountain,  to  which  the  ad- 
miral gave  the  name  of  Puerto  tie  Cibao^  or  the  Pass  of  Ci- 
bao,  because  the  province  or  district  of  Cibao  begins  beyond 
that  mountain.     Betwixt  the  former  ridge  named  the  liidal- 
gos  Pass  and  this  of  Cibao  they  had  travelled  directly  south 
tor  eleven  leagues  over  a  fine  level  plain.     From  this  place 

the 

8  Thow  here  called  cinnamon  trees  must  only  have  had  some  distant 
resemblance  to  true  cinnamon  in  flavour;  probably  what  is  now  called  C"- 
nella  alba,  which  is  only  used  to  give  a  flavour  to' nauseous  medicines.— F.. 
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the  adminl'aent  back  a  purty  with  several  molei  to  Isabdk 
to  bring  a  supply  of  bread  and  wine,  as  tluey  began  to  want 
provisions  i  the  Spaniards  sirffered  the  more  <m  this  long 
journey  that  they  were  not  yet  accust<Hned  to  the  food  of  the 
oountrV}  which  is  mwe  eai^  of  digestion  and  agrees  better 
with  vxt  cmMtitution  in  that  countiy  than  what  is  brought 
from  Europe)  according  to  the  experience  of  those  who  nnw 
live  and  travel  in  these  parts*  thoi^h  not  so  nourishing. 

The  people  who  haa  been  sent  for  provisions  having  re^ 
tamed,  the  admiral  passed  over  the  mountiiin  akmflr  a  path 
so  narrow,  ste^,  and  winding,  that  the  horses  were  led  over 
with  much  difficulty.  They  now  entered  the  district  of  Ci> 
bao,  which  is  rough  and  i»toney  and  full  of  gravel,  yet  plenti- 
fully covered  with  grass,  and  watered  with  several  rivers  in 
which  gold  is  found.  The  ibrther  tliey  went  in  this  country 
they  found  it  the  rougher  and  more  uncouth,  and  every- 
where encumbered  with  mountains,  on  the  summits  even  of 
which  they  found  grains  of  gold,  which  is  washed  down 
from  the  tops  of  these  mountams  by  the  great  rains  and  tor- 
rents into  the  beds  of  the  rivers,  and  there  found  in  small 
dust,  sand,  <nr  grains,  inten^ersed  with  some  of  a  larger  size. 
This  province  IS  as  large  as  Portugal,  and  abounds  in  mines 
and  brodts  producing  gold  \  but  for  the  most  part  has  few 
trees,  and  these  are  mostly  pines  and  palms  of  several  sorts, 
growing  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers.  As  Ojeda  had  travelled 
before  mto  this  country,  the  Indians  had  some  knowledge  of 
the  Christians ;  antl  understanding  that  they  came  in  search 
of  sold,  the  natives  came  to  meet  the  admiral  everywhere 
dunng  the  march  with  small  quantities  of  gold  which  they 
had  gathered,  and  bringing  presents  of  provisions.  Being 
now  18  leaguea  from  IsabeUa  ',  and  the  country  he  had 
marched  over  from  the  Pass  of  Cibau  very  rugged,  the  ad- 
miral ordered  a  fort  to  be  constructed  in  a  strong  and  very 
pleasant  bituation,  to  command  the  country  about  the  mines, 
and  to  protect  tho  Christians  that  might  be  employed  therein 
procuring  gold,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  the  castle  of  St 
Thomas.  He  gave  the  command  of  this  new  fort  to  Don 
Pedro  Margarite,  with  a  garrison  of  56  men,  among  whom 

were 

9  By  the  description  of  the  route  in  the  foregoinK  narrative,  the  diitancei 
upear  to  have  been,  from  Itiabella  to  the  paH  of  Hidalgo*  3  leagues ;  from 
Hidalgos  to  the  pau  of  Cibao  1 1  leagues  {  and  from  Uits  latter  prn  to  the 
Gastic  of  St  Tliooias  4  leagues:  in  all  18  league*  st  m  the  text.— ^£. 
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were  workmen  oif  all  kinds  for  building  the  cattle,  whidi  was 
constructed  of  clay  and  timber,  as  of  sufficient  strength  to  re- 
sist the  efforts  of  anv  number  of  Indians  that  might  come  »$ 
ffainst  it  On  breaking  ground  for  the  Ibundations  <^  thaf^ 
fort,  and  cutting  a  rode  to  form  its  ditches,  at  two  &diomS' 
below  the  surface,  they  found  several  nests  made  c£  hay  and 
straw,  containing  instead  of  ^^  three  or  four  round  stones 
as  large  as  oranges,  as  artificially  made  as  if  they  had  been 
cannon-balls  *°.  In  the  river  that  runs,  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill  on  which  the  castle  was  built,  they  found  stones  of  seve- 
ral colours,  some  of  them  large,  of  pure  marble,,  and  others 
of  jasper. . 

Leaving  orders  for  finishing  the  fortifications  of  fort  St 
Thomas,  the  admiral  set  out  on  his  return  for  Isabella  on 
Friday  the  ,2 1  st  of  March.  Near  the  Green  River  he  met  the 
escort  of  mules  with  provisions,  which  lie  sent  onto  the  iwt ' '  \ 
and  was  constrained  to  remain  some  time  at  the  green  tvttx 
on  account  of  the  excessive  rains  which  then  fdl.  Whife 
afterwards  endeavouring  to  find  the  fords  of  the  Rio  Verde 
and  Rio  del  Oro,  which  is  larger  than  the  Ebro,  he  had  to 
remain  for  several  days  among  the  towns  of  the  Indians, 
subsisting  his  whole  party  on  the  Indian  bread  and  gariick, 
which  the  natives  parted  with  for  a  small  price.  On  Sunday 
the  29th  of  March  he  returned  to  Isabella,  where  melons 
were  already  grown  and  fit  for  eating,  although  the  seed  had 
only  been  put  into  the  ground  two  months  before.  Cucud>> 
bers  came  up  in  twenty  days.  A  wild  vine  of  the  country 
having  been  pruned,  had  produced  lai^  and  excellent  grapes. 
On  the  SOtn  of  March  a  peasant  gathered  some  ears  of 
wheat  which  had  only  been  sown  in  the  latter  end  of  January. 
There  were  vetches  likewise,  but  much  larger  than  the  seed 
they  had  brought  from  Spain ;  these  had  sprung  up  in  three 
days  after  ihey  were  sown,  and  the  produce  was  fit  to  cat 
after  twbnty-five  days..  The  stones  of  iruit  set  in  the  ground 
sprouted  in  seven  day«.  Vine  branches  shot  out  in  the  same 
time,  and  in  twenty-five  days  they  gathered  green  grapes. 

*  Sugar 

10  Thi(  story,  like  the  iron  pan  in  Dominica  formerly  mentioned,  seems 
to  have  gained  circumstances  in  its  passage  to  the  author.  Such  collections 
of  trails  or  round  stones  are  not  uncommon  in  mines,  and  art  termed  nests : 
The  hay  and  straw  seem  an  embellishment. — E. 

1 1  In  a  former  passage  he  was  sud  to  have  waited  for  the  convoy  of  pro* 
visions  before  going  to  Cibaoi  which  must  have  been  an  oversight  in  the 
snthisr.— £.    '/  -:-•..■■-.:;.;>." 
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Sosar  canes  budded  in  seven  days.  All  this  wonderfiil  ra- 
pidity of  v^etation  proceeded  from  the  temperature  of  the 
diinate,  which  was  not  unlike  that  of  the  south  of  Spain, 
being  rather  cool  than  hot  at  the  present  season  of  the  year. 
The  wat««  likewise  were  cold,  pure,  and  wholesome ;  so  that 
upon  the  whole  the  admiral  was  well  satisfied  with  the  soil  and 
ur,  and  with  the  pec^le  of  the  country, 
f  On  Tuesdmrthe  ist  of  AotU,  intelligence  was  brought  by 
a  messenger  nrom  fort  St  TluMnas^  that  all  the  Indians  of 
that  country  had  withdrawn  from  the  neighbourhood,  and 
that  a  cacique  named  Caunabo  was  making  preparations  to 
attack  the  lort.  Knowing  how  inconsiderable  the  people  of 
that  country  were,  the  admiral  was  very  little  alarmed  by 
this  news,  and  was  especially  confident  in  the  horses  which 
were  in  that  garrison,  as  he  knew  the  Indians  were  particur 
hirly  afraid  of  them,  and  would  not  enter  a  house  where  a 
horse  stood  lest  they  should  be  devoured.  But,  as  he  design- 
ed to  go  out  firom  Isabella  with  the  three  caravels  he  had  der 
tainedthere  on  purpose  to  discover  the  continent,  he  thought 
fix  to  send  more  men  and  provisions  to  the  fort,  that  every 
thing  might  remain  quiet  and  sale  during  his  absence. 
Wherefore,  on  Wednesday  the  2d  of  April  he  sent  70  men 
with  a  supply  of  prayisionsand  ammunition  to  fort  St  Thomas. 
Of  these,  25  were  appointed  to  strengthen  the  immediate 
garrison,  and  the  others  were  directed  to  assist  in  making  a 
new  road  between  the  puerto  and  the  tort,  the  present  one 
being  very  troublesome  and  difficult,  as  well  as  the  fords  of 
the  rivers,  which  were  ordered  to  be  cleared.  While  the  ships 
were  fitting  out  to  go  upon  the  new  discovenr,  the  admiral 
attended  to  order  all  things  necessary  and  usend  for  the  town 
of  Isabella,  which  he  divided  into  regular  streets,  and  provided 
with  a  convenient  market-place.  He  likewise  endeavoured 
to  bring  the  river  water  to  the  town  along  a  large  canal,  be- 
cause the  river  being  almost  a  gun-shot  distant,  occasioned 
much  trouble  to  the  people  in  supplying  themselves  with 
water;  more  es])ccially  as  most  of  them  were  then  weak  and 
indisposed,  owing  to  the  sharpness  of  the  air,  which  did  not 
agree  with  them.  Thoy  had  now  no  other  Spanish  provi- 
sions except  bread  and  wine,  owing  pardy  to  the  bad  ma- 
nagement of  the  captains  of  the  ships,  and  partly  because 
nothing  keeps  so  well  in  that  countrv  as  in  Spain ;  and 
though  they  had  abundance  of  die  provisions  of  the  country, 
yet  not.  being  used  to  that  food  it  did  not  agree  with  them* 
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and  many  of  them  were  uck.  Taking  all  dieM  dreomstan- 
oet  into  consideration,  he  xeadved  to  send  baek  part  of  the 
people  into  S^n,  retaining  only  300  men  in  the  island, 
which  numbo'  he  considered  as  quite  sufllcient  for  keeping 
the  country  under  subjection.  In  the  mean  time,  as  biscmt 
began  to  grow  scarce  and  thev  had  no  flour  to  make  mofe, 
though  wheat  was  in  plenty,  he  resolved  to  construct  some 
milk,  although  there  was  no  foil  of  water  fit  for  the  purpose 
within  less  than  a  league  from  the  town  {  In  this  and  all  other 
works  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  constantly  superintend- 
ing the  workmen,  who  all  endeavoured  to  saw  themselves 
from  any  labour  or  fatigue. 

To  husband  the  remaining  provuions,  Hojcda  was  sent 
from  Isabella  on  Wednesday  uie  29th  of  April  with  400  men, 
leaving  none  in  the  town  who  were  in  h^th  except  handi* 
crafts  and  artificers.    These  were  ordered  to  march  about 
the  country  in  various  directions  to  strike  terror  into  the 
Indians,  to  accustom  them  to  subjection,  and  to  enure  the 
Spaniards  to  the  food  of  coimtry.     Hojedo  was  ordered  to 
inarch  in  the  first  place  to  fort  St  Thomas,  of  which  he  was 
to  take  the  command  as  the  first  discoverer  of  the  province 
of  Cibao,  which  in  the  Indian  language  means  the  stony 
country.     Don  Pedro  Marguerite  was  then  to  take  charge 
of  marching  with  this  little  army  about  the  country.     Whue 
on  his  outward  march,   Hojeda  apprehended  a  caoique  who 
resided  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  del  Oro,  together  with 
his  brother  and  nephew,  sending  them  in  irons  to  the  admi* 
ral,  and  cut  off*  tne  ears  of  one  of  his  subjects  in  the  great 
place  of  his  town,  for  the  following  reason :     This  cacique 
bad  sent  five  Indians  along  with  three  Christians  who  were 
traveling  from  St  Thomas  to .  Isabella  to  carry  their  clothes 
over  the  river  at  the  ford,  and  they  being  come  to  the 
middle  of  die  river  returned  to  the  town  with  the  clothes, 
when  the  cacique,  instead  of  punishing  the  people  for  the 
robbery,   took  the  clothes  to  himself  and  refused  to  re* 
store  uiem.     Another  cacique  who  dwelt  beyond  the  river, 
relying  on  the  service  he  had  done  the  Christians,  went  along 
with  the  prisoners  to  Isabella  to  intercede  with  the  admiral 
for  their  pardon.    The  admiral  received  him  very  courteous* 
ly,  but  ordered  that  the  prisoners  should  be  brought  out  into 
the  market-place  with  their  hands  bound,  and  sentenced 
them  to  die.    On  seeing  this  the  fiiendly  cacique  petitioned 
for  their  lives  with  niany  tears,  pronpung  t\^t  they  should 

VOL.    Ill,         ^-i-    *-•-■----    ^-.^-i-lj-:^     ■■-■'--     *--     ■  „gyep 


^i; 


■fr 


-.-.i^- 


IH 


.  Dtscovery  of  America    •      book  u.  part  tt. 


:: 


never  be  guiky  of  any  otber  ofience ;  at  length  th«  afdtniral 
relented  tura  duchlBrgea  than  att.  Soon  ofttnvarda  a  person 
cane  on  horsehaek  from  St  Thomatiy  and  repotted  mat  hf 
liad  ibutad  five  Christian  prisoners  in  the  tovm  of  the  cacique 
who  had  just  been  pardoned^  who  had  been  taken  by  his  sub- 
jects while  going  from  Isabella ;  that  by  ^htening  the  In- 
dians with  nis  horse  he  had  obtained  tlie  veSef  of  the  prison- 
en,  above  400  of  the  Indians  running  away  fruru'  him  alene^ 
two  of  whom  he  wounded  in  the  pursuit ;.  and  tliat  when  he 
crossed  the  river  the  Indians  turned  back  upon  the  Christiuny 
to  retdce  them,  but  by  making  as  if  he  would  go  against 
them»  they  all  ran  away  lest  the  horse  should  ny  over  the 
river. 

Before  proceeding  on  his  intended  voyage  for  discovering 
the  continent,  the  admiral  appomted  a  council  to  govern  the 
iidand  in  his  absence,  of  which  he  appointed  hn  brother 
Don  James  Columbus  president :  the  otlnen  were  F^  Boyl 
and  Peter  Fernandez  Coronell  regents,  together  with  Alon- 
zo  Sanchez  de  Caravajal,  rector  of  ^acca^  and  Juan  de 
Luxan  of  Madrid,  geirttleman  to  their  Catholic  nu^esties. 
That  there  might  be  no  want  of  flour  for  supporting  the 

Sople,  he  hastened  the  building  of  the  mills,  notwithstanding 
e  rain  and  floods  which  very  much  obs^cted  the  wt  rV. 
Owing  to  these  rains,  in  the  admirals  (pinion,  the  great  ior- 
tility  of  the  island  proceeded.  So  wonderful  is  tlus  fertility 
tliat  they  eat  the  fruits  of  the  trees  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
her,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  blossoming  afitesh,  by 
which  it  b  evident  that  they  bear  firuit  twice  eveir  year. 
But  herbs  and  seeds  grew  at  all  times  indiscrimiuat^ly,  and 
nests  ifrith  ^gs  and  young  birds  are  found  on  the  trees 
throughout  the  whob  year.  As  the  frukfuhiess  of  the  island 
appeared  so  extraordinary,  so  daify  accoimts  arrived  of  its 
abimdant  wealth,  and  of  the  discovenr  of  new  mines,  which 
coincided  with  the  reports  of  the  uidians  concerning  the 
great  quantitv  of  gold  to  be  met  with  in  several  parts  of  the 
island  ' '.  6ut  the  admiral  could  not  rest  satisfied  with 
these  things,  and  resolved  to  prosecute  hw  discoveries  by  sea, 
beginning  with  the  coast  of  Cuba,  not  yet  knowing  whether 
it  was  an  island  or  a  contmeht. 

•  In 

hi 
11  All  these  mighty  promua  of  mines  turned  out  only  tonents  and  _rl> 
Tulets,  in  die  beds  ot  which  gold  dust  and  grains  werr,  ftund  with  infinite 
labour,  and  which,  after  the  destrucdon  ^f  the  natives,  were  all  abandoned 
as  uuprofitable.— E. 
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la  the  aftehMttki  of  ThuiMlfty  the  84th  of  AprM  1494  the 
adnini  utttd  with  three  Mraveli  firom  l»^>eHe,  and  came  to 
aitchar  that  evanfa^  at  Monte  ChrhtOj  hamx  ihaped  hia 
coarse  to  the  WMt  On  Friday  he  went  to  Qtfacaaagarii 
port,  or  ^  Nativity,  thinking  to  find  him  there  i  init  he 
nnAi  thoitth  hia  rabjects  iakel;^  affirmed  that  he  wouid  soon 
return.  Mot  ciaru^  to  stav  imhmst  sufficient  cause,  he  de- 
parted on  Saturday  tilie  S6th  of  April,  and  weni  to  the  island 
of  Torti^  «  leagues  to  the  westward*.  He  by  here  all  that 
night  in  a  calm  wMi  dl  his  saiJs  loose,  the  tide  running  bade 
against  the  cUnrant.  Next  day  the  N.  W.  wind  and  a  Atrong 
current  setting  to  the  west  obliged  him  to  go  bade  to  anchor 
in  thb  river  Guadsiquiret  in  the  same  idaiid,  to  wait  for  a 
wind  suffident'to  stem  the  current,  #hidi  both  dim  and  the 
year  before  he  foimd  to  run  strong  from  the  (>ast  On  Tue»> 
d{^  the  99tb  of  April,  the  wind  beoahie  fair  and  he  was  able 
to  reach  Cape  St  Nicholas,  whence  he  croissed  over  to  Cuba 
and  run  along  its  southern  eoast  a  league  beyond  Ci»e  (\ier^ 
te,  wh^e  he  put  into  a  \BXfgd  bay  which  he  named  Puerto 
Grande  or  tJhe  Oireat  Harbour.  The  mouth  of  diis  port  w«« 
1^  paces  aorbss^  and  had  abmndant  depdi  df  water.  He 
cast  anchor  in  this  bay,  where  he  procured  refreshment  of 
fish  and  oystefs,  which  the  Indians  had  in  great  abundance. 
On  the  fint  erf*  Ma|y  be  continued  his  voyage  along  the  coaat^ 
wher<»  he  evetywheire  found  commodious  harbours,  fine  rivers, 
and  1<^ mountains^  After  leaving  T<Nrthgathe  teaeveryb- 
where  abounded  ^idi  the  same  kind  df  weras  which  he  saw 
on  the  ocean  in  his  voydges'  toi  and  from  l^min.  While  saiU 
ittg  dong  the  coallt  manyof  the  natives  came  «IF  in  their  ca> 
noes,  and  thinking  our  pe(^le  came  down  firom  heaven,  fredy 
bestowed  their  country  bread  vaA  fish  widiout  Mking  aiqr 
thing  in  return ;  but  the  admiiral  (xdered  them  to  be  paid 
with  beads,  bells,  and  such  like  baubles,  and  sent  Uiem'  away 
i^dlple&sed. 

On  oaturda^  die  third  <^  May,  having  he^  that  there 
wall  much  gold  in  Jamaica,  he  stoodover  for  that  island,  which 
hl^  discovered  on  Sundfiy  the  fourth  of  May.  Upon  Mon- 
dsr^  he  oame  to  an  and)ot*there>  and  thought  it  the  most  beau- 
tiful of  any  iflltind  he  had  yet  seal  in  the  West'  Indies,  and 
wa«  astonished  at  die  multitudes  of  people  who  came  off  to 
thb  ships  in'  large  and  small  canoe&  Next  day  he  ran  along 
the  coast  in  search  of  harbours.  The  boats  being  sent  in  to 
ermine  a  havbour  which  the  admiral  named  Pnr^  Bueno  or 
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the  Good  Port,  so  many  canoes  came  out  fiUed  with  armed 
natives  to  defend  their  coantrjr,  that  our  people  thought  pro- 
per to  return  towards  the  smps,  to  avoid  any  quarrel  wkh 
these  people  {  but  considerina  that  to  shew  any  signs  of  fesdr 
would  maJce  the  Indians  proud,  they  returned  i^am  towards 
the  port  J  and  as  the  Indians  came  to  drive  tnem  off  thev 
gave  Uiem  a  flight  of  arrows  from  their  croas4x>WB,  by  which 
six  or  seven  of  them  were  wdundcd,  and  they  all  retired. 
The  fiffht  ended  upon  this,  and  afterwards  many  natives  came 
off  to  tno  ships  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  see  our  people  and 
to  barter  provisions  and  other  articles  for  such  trifles  as  our 
pedple  offered.  In  this  bay,  which  is  in  the  form  of  a  horse 
shoe,  the  admiral  repaired  his  ship  which  was  leaky ;  and 
then  sailed  on  the  ninth  of  May,  keeping  along  shore  to  the 
westwards,  the  Indians  following  continually  in  their  canoes 
to  trade  or  barter  with  our  people.  The  wind  proving  ra- 
ther contrary,  and  not  being  able  to  make  so  much  way  as 
he  wished,  the  admiral  left  the  coast  of  Jamaica  and  stood 
over  for  Cuba,  designing  to  keep  along  its  coast  for  five  or 
six  hundrxl  leagues,  that  ho  might  be  satisfied  whether  it 
were  an  island  or  the  continent  That  day  while  leaving  Ja- 
maica, a  young  Indian  came  on  board  desiring  to  be  carried 
into  l^dn,  ana  when  several  of  his  kindred  and  odiers  en- 
treated him  to  return  he  irefused  to  change  his  resolution, 
and  to  avoid  the  importunities  of  his  friends,  and  not  to  see 
his  sisters  cry  and  sob,  he  went  where  they  could  not  come 
to  him.  The  admiral  admired  his  resolution,  and  gave  or- 
ders that  he  should  be  civilly  treated. 

Leaving  Jamaica  on  Wednesday  the  15th  of  May,  the  ad- 
tbiral  camie  to  that  point  of  Cuba  which  he  named  Cabo  de 
Sianta  Craz,  or  Cape  Holy  Cross.  In  running  along  the  coast 
they  encountered  a  great  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning 
which,  combined  with  numerous  flats  and  strong  currents,  oc- 
casioned ipuch  trouble  and  great  danger,  being  obliged  to 
struggle  ait  the  same  time  againA  two  evils  which  required 
opposite  remedies ;  for  it  is  proper  during  thunder  to  strike 
the  sails,  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  spread  them  to  avoid  the 
flats,  and  had  this  double  calamity  lasted  for  eight  or  ten 
leagues  it  had  been  quite  insupportaUe.  The  worst  of  all 
was,  that  all  over  this  sea,  both  northwards,  and  to  the  north- 
east, the  farther  they  went  the  greater  number  of  low  little 
islands  they  met  with,  in  some  of  which  there  were  trees,  but 
others  were  sandy  and  scarcely  appeared  above  the  surface  of 
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the  water  i  some  of  these  were  a  league  in  compasr,  some  more 
and  some  less.  The  nearer  they  kept  to  the  coast  of  Cuba 
the  higher  and  pleasanter  these  small  islands  appeared  {  and 
it  beinff  difBcult  and  useless  to  give  names  to  every  one,  the 
odminu  called  them  all  in  general  Jardin  de  la  Reyna,  or  the 
Queens  Garden.  They  saw  many  more  islands  next  day  to 
the  nocth-east,  north-west,  and  south-west,  insomuch  that 
they  counted  160  islands  that  day,  all  parted  by  deep  chan 
nels,  many  of  which  the  ships  sailed  through.  In  some  of 
these  islands  they  saw  many  cranes  resembling  those  of  Spain 
in  shape  and  size,  but  of  a  scarlet  colour  ",  In  others  they 
found  great  numbers  of  turtles,  or  sea  tortoises,  and  immense 
quantities  of  their  eggs,  which  are  jiot  unlike  those  of  a  ben 
but  with  much  harder  sliells.  The  female  turtle  dqiosits  her 
eggs  in  holes  on  the  sand,  and  covering  them  up  leaves  them 
tobe  hatched  by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  which  brings  forth  the 
little  turtles,  which  grow  in  time  to  be  as  large  as  a  buckler 
or  great  target.  In  these  islands  they  also  saw  crows  and 
cranes  like  those  of  %>ain,  and  sea  crows,  and  infinite  num;- 
bers  of  small  birds  wluch  sung  delightfully,  and  the  very  air 
was  sweet,  as  if  they  had  been  among  roses  and  the  finest  |)er- 
fumesf  yet  the  danger  w^is  very  great  on  account  of  the  in- 
numerable channels  among  Ihe  islands,  by  which  much  time 
was  spent  in  finding  the  way  through. 

In  one  of  these  channels  they  observed  a  canoe  with  Indian 
fishermen,  who  very  quietly  awaited  our  boat  coming  towards 
them,  and  made  signs  not  to  approach  near  till  they  had  done 
fishing.  Their  manner  of  fishing  was  so  strange  aiid  new  to 
our  people  that  they  willingly  complied,  and  looked  on  with 
astonishment.  They  had  tied  certain  small  fishes  which  they 
coll  reves  by  the  tail  with  a  long  Hue  and  let  them  into  the 
water,  where  these  rex)es  attached  themselves,  to  other  fishes, 
by  meuis  of  a  certain  roughness  which  they  have  from  the 
bead  to  the  middle  of  the  back,  and  stick  so  last  that  the  In- 
dians drew  both  up  together.  It  was  a  turtle  our  men  saw 
taken  in  this  manner,  and  the  revp  clung  close  to  its  nedk, 
which  place  they  usually  fasten  upon  because  safe  from  being 
bitten  by  the  other  fish,  and  they  sometimes  fasten  upon  vast 
sharks.  When  the  Indians  in  the  panoe  had  thus  taken  t  he 
turtle,  having  already  two  others,  they  came  in  a  very  frien  d- 
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h  manlier  to  know  wbal;  our  men  wodd  baTe,  and  went  by 
tbeir  direction  on  board  the  admiral  who  treated  them  cour- 
teously, and  to  whom  their  woidd  have  firecjly  given  aM  th^ 
had ;  but  he  would  only  aUow  dteir  fiA  to  be  tnen,  jGuod  re- 
fbsed  tbeir  nets,  hodu,  and  calabafthes  full  of  water  which 
thev  had  on  board  to  drink,  for  which  he  gave  them  some 
trifles  with  which  they  went  away  very  well  contented.  Fnmi 
these  Indians  he  learnt  that  there  were  an  infinite  multitude 
of  islands  in  that  sea,  and  he  held  on  his  comrie.    But  be- 

E'nning  to  want  provisions  he  coukl  not  continue  much 
nger,  otherwise  he  meant  to  have  gone  west  about  before 
returning  to  Hi^Mmiola,  although  mudi  spent,  havimg;  never 
had  it  in  his  power  to  go  to  bed,  exc^t  eight  nidits,  m>m  the 
time  he  left  Hiqpaniola  on  the  Sith  of  April  tul  now,  which 
was  the  1 9th  of  May.  He  always  had  much  core  and  ataxUgty 
in  his  voyages,  but  ii^nitely  greater  this  time  by  reason  of 
thv  innumerable  islands  among  which  he  was  saiHng,  insomuch 
that  on  the  SOth  of  May  they  counted  seventy-one,  besides  a 
great  many  more  that  were  se^n  about  sun-set.  These  islands 
are  not  only  dangerous  on  account  of  their  uumbors,  but  there 
rises  from  them  every  night  a  heavy  ibg  to  the  eastwards,  so 
dismal  to  behold  as  if  some  great  shower  of  hail  would  fall, 
and  it  is  generally  accompanied  by  violent  thunder  and  light- 
ning ;  but  when  the  moon  rises  It  all  vanishes,  partly  turning 
to  rain  and  wind.  These  phenomena  arc  so  natural  and  usuu 
in  these  seas  that  they  not  only  took  place  all  those  nights  on 
which  the  admiral  was  there,  but  1  saw  the  same  among 
tbosc  islands  in  the  year  150s  on  my  return  from  the  disco- 
very of  Veragua  {  and  generally,  the  wind  here  is  eveiy  night 
from  the  north,  coming  from  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  after- 
wards when  the  sun  rises  it  comes  about  east,  and  follows  the 
sukvtill  it  comes  to  the  west. 

The  admiral  still  held  on  his  course  westwards  among  in- 
finite numbers  of  islands,  and  came  to  one  on  the  S3d  of 
May  somewhat  larger  than  the  rest,  which  he  called  St  Mary. 
They  landed  at  a  town  which  was  seen  on  shore,  but  none  of 
the  natives  would  stay  to  converse  with  the  Christians,  and 
nothing  was  found  in  their  houses  save  fish  upon  which  they 
fctd,  and  several  dogs  like  mastiffs  which  feed  likewise  on 
fish.  They  siiil-.d  thence  to  the  north-west  still  among  nu- 
merous isinnds,  on  which  they  saw  many  scarlet  cranes  or 
flamingos,  parrots,  and  other  birds,  and  dogs  like  those 
mentioned  Defore,  and  the  sea  was  covered  with  large  quan- 
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titieiB  of  weods.  The  sailing  auMMig  so  many  islands,  diali- 
ng «od  shoals,  fatigued  the admiralextreraely, ab sometimes 
l||ey  bad  tp  stand  west,  sometimes  north,  and  sometimes 
south,  according  as  the  diannels  would  permit ;  and  notwith- 
standing his  constant  care  in  sounding  and  keeping  mm  con- 
tinually on  the  bok-out  from  the  round  top,  yet  the  ship  often 
touched,  and  tjiere  was  no  avoiding  it,  there  being  no  end  to 
the  flats  on  all  hands.  Sailing  on  in  this  manner,  they  came 
at  length  again  to,  Cuba  to  take  in  water,  of  which  they  titood 
n^uch  in  need.  Tliough  no  town  could  be  seen  because  the 
place  was  entirely  overgrown  with  trees,  yet  one  of  the  seamen 
who  was  on  shore,  having  gone  among  the  trees  to  kill  some 
bird  or  b^ist  with  his  cross-bow,  saw  about  thirty  people 
armed  after  the  Indian  manner  with  spears  and  a  kind 
of  clubs  or  staves,  which  they  use  instead  of  swords,  and 
which  they  call  macanas.  Among  these  he  said  that  he  saw 
one  person  clad  in  a  white  coat  or  vest  down  to  his  knees, 
carried  by  two  others  who  had  white  vestments  down  to  their 
feet,  all  Uiree  of  them  as  white  as  Spaniards ;  but  that  he  had 
no  intercourse  with  them,  because  being  afraid  of  such  a  num- 
ber he  called  out  to  his  comrades,  and  the  Indians  ran  away 
without  lookins  back  '^ 

Next  day,  the  admiral  sent  some  people  on  shore  to  look 
after  these  natives,  but  they  could  not  travel  above  half  a 
league  from  the  shore  on  aci;ount  of  the  thickness  of  the  trees 
and  bushes,  and  because  all  that  coast  for  two  leagues  up  Uie 
country,  where  the  hills  and  mountains  begin,  is  bomgir  and 
marsl^,  so  that  they  only  saw  a  few  footsteps  of  fiwermen 
on  the  shore,  and  abundance  (^cranes  like  those  of  %>ain  but 
larger.  Having  sailed  about  ten  leagues  farther  westwards, 
they  saw  some  nimses  on  the  shore,  whence  some  canoes  came 
ofiT  with  water,  and  such  food  as  the  Indians  use,  and  for 
which  they  were  well  paid.  The  admiral  caused  one  of  those 
Indians  to  be  detained,  telling  him  and  the  rest,  by  means  of 
an  interpreter,  that  be  wouM  freely  permit  him 'to  go  home 
as  soon  as  he  had  given  him  an  account  of  the  country  and 
some  directions  for  me  voyage.  This  Indian  assured  the  ad- 
miral that  Cuba  was  an  island,  and  that  the  king  or  cacique 
of  the  western  part  of  it  never  spoke  to  any  of  his  subjects 
but  by  signs,  yet  that  all  his  orders  were  immediately  obeyed ; 

that 
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1 3  The  remarkable  whiteness  of  these  three  natives  might  have  ptXKeeded 
from  the  use  of  White  pigments,  which,  as  well  as  red  and  black,  were  Dsed 
by  the  natives  of  the  West  India  islands.— £. 
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.that  all  this  coast  was  very  low  and  full  of  small  islands, 
llns  latter  information  ivas  found  to  be  too  true ;  as  next 
davt  th^  1 1th  of  June,  the  admiral  was  forced  to  have  the 
§lups  towed  over  a  flat  where  there  was  not  a  foot  of  water, 
apa  its  whole  breadth  did  not  exceed  two  ships  length  '^. 
Bearing  up  closer  to  Cubp,  Ui^  saw  turtles  of  vast  bigness, 
^d  in  such  numbers  tliat  they  covered  the  sea.    At  break  of 
day,  they  saw  such  an  enormpus  flock  of  sea  crows  as  even 
idarkened  the  si^n,  these  were  going  from  sea  towards  to  the 
island,  where  they  all  alighted  {  besides  tliese  abundance  of 
pigeons  and  other  birds  were  seen ;  and  the  next  day  such 
immense  swarms  of  butterflies,  as  even  to  darken  the  air, 
which  lasted  tjll  night,  ^hen  a  heavy  rain  carried  them  aU 
^way. 

Ircrcelving  that  the  coast  of  Cuba  ran  far  west,  and  that 
^t  was  extremely  diffipult  to  sail  in  that  direction,  on  account 
of  the  infinite  multitude  of  islands  and  shoals,  and  because 
provisions  were  very  scanty,  the  admiral  resolved  on  the  l^Sth 
of  June  to  return  to  Isabella.     He  anchored  therefore  at  an 
island  which  he  nameti  Evangclista  which  is  thirty  lei^ues  in 
circuit,  and  lies  70Q  leagues  west  from  Dominica,  to  take  in 
wood  and  water )  and  thence  directed  his  course  southwards, 
hoping  to  get  better  out  in  that  direction  from  among  tlie 
labyrinth  of  islands  in  which  he  had  been  so  long  bewildered. 
After  soiling  in  the  channel  which  seemed  the  clearest  for  a 
few  leagues,  ne  found  it  entirely  shut  up,  which  dismayed  the 
people  extremely,  at  seeing  themselves  apparently  hemmed  in 
on  al!  sides,  and  destitute  of  provisions  and  all  hopes  of  com- 
fort.    But  he,  who  was  always  wise  and  courageous,  cheered 
their  faint-heartedncss,  by  saying  he  was  thankful  for  being 
forced  back  so  spon,  as  if  thev  had  been  able  to  continue  their 
voyage  in  that  dircctipn,  they  might  possibly  have  got  into 
a  situation  whence  they  could  hardly  have  extricated  them- 
selves, when  they  had  neither  ships  nor  provisions  to  carry 
{them  backf  but  wliich  was  now  easily  in  their  power.    He 
therefore  returned  to  Evangelista,  and  sailed  thence  on  the 
85th  of  June  tq  the  K^  W.  towards  some  small  islands  about 

five 

1 4  There  tnuit  be  a  |roM  errOr  here  in  the  origcnal  tranilation,  at  the  dr« 
rutnstance  of  towing  ships  in  such  shallow  water  is  imposiible.  The  passage 
ought  probably  to  be  thus  understood  i  "  There  was  not  a  foot  of  water  /« 
ipare,  and  the  wind  being  foul  the  channel  was  too  narrow  to  turn  through, 
which  occaitioned  the  necessity  of  towing."  A<  expresied  in  the  t^t,  the 
faoata  could  pot  h»ye  floitid.—-£< 
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five  leagues  off.  Going  on  still  a  little  farther,  they  foand 
the  sea  so  patched  with  green  and  white  that  it  seemed  one 
entire  sand,  though  there  was  two  fathoms  water.  Along 
this  singular  looking  sea  they  sailed  seven  leagues,  and  then 
came  to  another  sea  as  white  as  milk  and  very  uiick }  this  was 
much  wondered  at,  and  dazzled  the  eyes  of  all  the  beholderSf 
who  could  not  conceive  that  there  was  water  enough  for  the 
ships,  and  yet  it  was  about  three  fathoms  deep.  A^er  sailing 
about  four  leagues  on  this  white  sea,  they  came  to  another 
which  was  as  bmck  as  ink,  and  five  fathoms  deep  ".  Tlirough 
this  black  sea  he  held  on  his  course  to  Cuba,  and  thence  stood 
to  the  eastwards  ^^  with  scanty  winds,  and  through  narrow 
chnnnels  amtmg  continual  shoals. 

While  writing  his  journal  on  the  30th  of  June,  his  ship 
ran  so  fast  agromid,  that  neither  by  means  of  anchors  or  any 
other  invention  could  she  be  got  off ;  but  it  pleased  God 
that  she  was  at  length  drawn  over  the  shoal  a«head,  though 
with  some  damoge  from  beating  on  the  sand.     He  thence 
sailed  on  as  the  wind  and  shoal  water  would  permit,  always 
throuffh  a  white  sea  of  two  fathoms  regular  depth,  unless 
when  ne  approached  a  shoal  when  the  water  became  shallower. 
Besides  all  this  anxious  fatigue,  occasioned  by  these  perpetual 
shoals,  tliey  were  distressed  every  evening  about  sun-set  by 
prodigious  rains,  which  arose  from  the  mountains  and  marshes 
of  Cuba,  and  continued  till  he  came  off  Cuba  towards  the 
east,  the  way  he  had  come  at  first.    Thence  as  he  had  found 
before,  cameoff  a  most  refreshing  scent  as  of  fragrant  flowers. 
On  Uie  7tb  of  July,  the  admirm  landed  to  hear  mass,  when 
there  came  to  him  an  old  cacique,  who  was  very  attentive  to 
the  service.     When  it  was  ended,  by  signs,  and  the  best 
methods  which  he  could  find  to  express  himself,  he  said  it  was 
good  to  givu  thankj  to  God,  because  the  souls  of  the  good 
would  go  to  Heaven,  while  the  body  remained  on  earth, 
whereas  wicked  souls  would  go  to  heil.     Among  other  things, 
this  cacique  said  that  he  had  been  to  Hispaniola,  where  he 
knew  some  of  the  chief  men ;  that  he  had  been  to  Jamaicfli 
and  a  great  way  west  in  the  iskuid  of  Cuba,  and  that  the 
cacique  of  that  part  was  clothed  like  a  priest  '^. 

Sailing 

15  These  itrong  dsscriptive  epUhett  seem  to  have  been  colloquial  exag> 
genttoM  of  the  recounter  to  Don  Ferdinand  Columbus.-  £. 

16  Colulnbl^  seems  now  to  havechani^  his  coune^  back  again  the  way 
}te  came,  though  not  clearly  so  expressed  m  the  text. — £. 

)7  Probably  allu.ding  to  thf  dress  of  the  Spanish  priest  who  had  said  mass* 
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Sailiii^  thence  on  the  1^  of  July,  and  still  attended  by 
teniUe  rains  and  winds,  be  at  length  drew  near  to  Cape 
Santa  Cruz  in  Culw,  where  he  was  suddenly  assailed  by  so 
violent  a  squall  of  wind  and  furious  rain,  which  laid  his  ship  on 
her  broad-side ;  Iwt  it  pleased  God  that  they  immediately 
lowered  all  their  sails  and  dropt  their  anchors,  and  the  ship 
soon  xighted ;  yet  the  ^p  took  in  so  much  water  at  the  deck 
that  the  people  were  not  ^ie  to  keep  the  hold  clear,  they 
were  so  much  spent  for  want  of  provisions.  For  some  time 
thei^  had  been  reduced  to  a  pound  of  rotten  biscuit  daily  with 
halt  a  pint  of  wine,  unless  when  they  hf^pened  to  catch  fish, 
which  could  not  be  k&gi  from  day  to  day  on  account  of  the 
climate.  This  want  and  short  allowance  was  oonunon  to  all, 
and  the  admiral  speaks  thus  of  it  in  his  journal  addressed  to 
tlieir  Catholic  majesties.  **  I  am  myself  at  the  same  allow- 
ance, and  I  pray  to  God  that  it  may  be  for  his  honour  and 
the  service  of  your  highnesses  i  for  I  shall  never  again  expose 
myself  to  such  suffeiings  and  dangers  lor  my  own  benefit ; 
and  there  never  passes  a  day  but  we  are  all  on  the  very  brink 
of,death." 

|n  this  !>tate  of  distress  and  danger,  the  admiral  arrived  at 
Cape  Santa  Cruz  on  the  18th  olJuly,  where  he  was  enter- 
tained in  a  very  friendly  mamier  by  the  Indians,  who  brought 
him  abundance  of  their  bread  made  from  grated  roots,  which 
they  namccuzabi  ■^.  They  brought  likewise  a  great  deal  of 
fish,  and  abundance  of  fruit,  and  other  articles  of  their  ordi. 
nary  provisions,  which  proved  a  great  relief  to  the  exhausted 
mariners.  The  wind  being  contrary  for  going  to  Hispaniola, 
the  admhral  stood  over  to  Jamaica  on  uie  22d  of  July,  and 
sailed  alens  to  the  westwards  close  under  the  shore,  the  coun- 
try being  lul  along  most  delishtful,  and  very  fruitful,  with  ex- 
cellent harbours  at  every  k>ague  distance.  AU  the  coast 
was  fiill  of  towns,  whence  the  natives  followed  the  ships  in 
their  canoes,  bringing  such  provisions  as  they  used,  which 
were  much  better  liked  by  our  people  than  what  they  found 
in  any  of  the  other  islands.  The  climate,  air,  and  weather, 
was  the  same  as  in  the  other  islands,  for  in  this  western  part 

of 


and  explanatory  of  the  clothed  natives  who  bid  been  leen  in  thtt  place  du«_ 
ring  thit  voyage. — E.  ,* 

18  This  bread,  which  is  called  cMsada  or  cassava  in  the  British  West 
T))dies>  is  made  from  the  roots  of  Manioca  pounded  or  grated,  and  carefully 
firessed  free  from  its  juice>  which  is  alleged  to  be  poiaonous.  The  process 
will  be  found  ^linutely  deKrilied  in  yther  parti  of  m»  collfiCtion.—£. 
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of  Jamaica,  there  gathered  every  eveninff  a  storm  of  jrain 
Mrhfidi  huated  generi^  about  an  hour.  This  the  admiral  atp 
tributed  to  w»  great  woods  in  these  countries,  as  he  knev 
that  this  was  usual  at  firot  in  the  Canaries,  Azores,  and  Ma^ 
deira  islands,  whereas  now  that  the  woods  io  these  islands 
are  mostly  cut  down,  Uiere  are  not  such  fp^t  and  frequent 
«torms  and  heavy  rains  as  formerly  *^-,  The  admiral  sailed 
along  the  coawt  of  Jamaica,  but  was  obliged  by  contrary  winds 
to  take  shelter  every  night  under  the  land,  which  appeared 
green,  pleasant,  fruitful,  abounding  in  provisions,  and  so  po- 
pulous that  he  thought  nothing  could  excel  it,  e^eciaily  near 
a  bay  which  he  named  De  las  Vacas,  on  account  of  nine 
islands  close  to  the  land.  At  this  place  the  land  was  as  high 
as  any  he  had  ever  seen,  insomuch  that  he  believed  it  to  reach 
above  the  regions  in  which  the  storms  are  bred.  He  estimat- 
ed Jamaica  to  be  800  miles  in  compass ;  and  when  it  was 
fully  discovered,  he  compL^ed  it  to  be  fifty  leagues  long  by 
twenty  leagues  broad.  BeinL  much  taken  with  the  bcautv  of 
this  island,  he  was  much  inclined  to  have  made  u  longer  stay 
to  be  fully  informed  of  its  nature;  but  the  great  want  of  pro- 
visions under  which  he  laboured,  and  the  crazy  state  of  his 
vessels  would  not  permit.  Wherefore,  as  soon  as  the  weather 
became  a  little  fair,  he  sailed  away  to  the  westwards,  and  on 
Tuesday  the  19th  of  August,  he  lost  sight  of  that  iftlund, 
standing  directly  for  Hispaniola  and  named  the  most 
easterly  cape  of  Jamaica  on  the  south  coast  Cabo  del  Farol. 

On  Wednesday  the  SOth  of  August,  the  admiral  p;ot  sight 
of  the  south  side  of  Hispaniola,  and  called  the  first  point  Cape 
St  Michael,  which  is  thirty  leagues  distant  from  the  most 
easterly  point  of  Jamaica ;  but  through  the  ignorance  of  the 
sailors  that  Cape  is  now  called  Tiberoun.  From  this  cape, 
on  the  23d  of  August,  a  cacique  came  on  board,  who  called 
the  admiral  by  his  name,  and  had  some  other  Spanish  words, 

from 


19  It  b  not  competent  in  the  bounds  of  a  note  to  enter  upon  pliilosnphi- 
csl  diKitoaipni.  But  it  may  be  shortly  mentioned  that  the  regular  evening 
runs  c^  be  e^ily  accountci*  for  upon  Or  Huttons  ingenious  theory  of  raiti. 
The  headed  land  air  loaded  to  saturation  with  water,  by  the  periodical  change 
of  the  land  and  sea  breezes,  meets  and  mixes  with  the  colder  sea  air,  likf- 
wise  tatvrated.  The  reduced  mean  temperature  of  the  mixture  is  no  longei- 
•bit  to  hold  the  qame  quantity  of  water  in  solution,  and  the  superabundant 
quantity  preciptates  in  rain.  Hence  likewise  the  prodigious  rains  in  ail 
warm  latittidesat  the  changes  of  the  monsoon.  The  observation  of  Culum- 
bus  respecting  clearing  away  the  woods  has  been  verified  in  several  West 
India  island».~'£.    .  ■  w    ■' 
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from  which  circamstance  he  was  convinced  that  this  was  the 
same  land  with  Hispaniola.  At  the  end  of  Aimist,  he  an- 
chored at  an  island  called  AUo  VelOf  and  having  lost  sight  of 
the  other  two  ships,  he  caused  some  men  to  go  on  shore  in 
that  little  island  which  was  very  high,  but  they  were  unable 
to  see  either  of  their  consorts.  When  about  to  return  on 
board)  they  killed  eight  sea  wolves  that  lay  asleep  on  the  sand, 
and  took  abundance  of  pigeons  and  other  birds ;  for  that 
island  being  uninhabited,  these  animals  were  unaccustomed 
to  the  sight  of  men,  and  allowed  tliemselves  to  be  knocked 
down  wim  cticks.  They  did  the  same  on  the  two  following 
days  waiting  for  the  ships,  which  had  been  missing  ever  since 
the  22d  of  August.  At  tlie  end  of  six  days  they  mtule  their 
appearance,  and  all  three  proceeded  to  the  island  Beata, 
twelve  leagues  from  Alto  Veio.  Hence  they  continued  t» 
coast  along  Hispaniola,  in  sight  of  a  delightful  country,  which 
was  A  plain  of  about  a  mile  broad,  before  the  hills  began  to 
ascend,  and  so  populous,  that  in  one  place  there  seemed  to  be 
a  continued  town  for  the  length  of  a  league ;  and  in  that 
plain  there  appeared  a  lake  five  leagues  long  from  east  to 
west.  The  people  of  the  country  having  some  knowledge  of 
the  Christians,  came  on  board  in  their  canoes,  and  said  that 
some  Spaniards  iirom  Isabella  had  been  among  them,  and 
that  they  were  all  well,  which  news  gave  the  admiral  great 
satisfaction ;  and  to  the  end  that  they  too  might  receive  in- 
telligence of  his  return  to  the  island,  he  order^  nine  men  tq 
cross  the  island  by  way  of  the  torts  St  Thomas  and  the  Mag- 
dalen to  Isabella. 

Continuing  his  voyage  eastwards,  he  sen^  the  boats  on 
shore  for  water,  to  a  place  where  a  great  town  appeared, 
v'hen  the  Indians  came  out  with  Iiows  and  poisoned  arrows, 
and  with  ropes  in  their  hands,  making  signs  to  the  Spaniards 
that  they  would  bind  them  if  they  came  on  shore.  But  as 
soon  as  the  boats  came  close  to  the  beach  they  laid  down 
their  weapons,  and  offered  to  bring  bread  and  water,  and 
every  thing  they  had,  asking  in  their  language  for  the  admi- 
ral. Going  from  hence,  they  saw  a  strange  nsh  in  the  sea  as 
big  as  a  whale,  having  a  great  shell  on  its  neck  like  a 
tortoise,  and  bearing  its  head,  as  big^  as  a  hogshead,  above 
the  water,  the  tail  was  very  long  like  a  tunny  ^sn,  and  it  had 
two  large  ims  on  the  sides,  Froni  the  appearance  of  this  fish 
and  other  signs,  the  admiral  foresaw  on  (^roaching  change 
of  weather,  vnd  sought  for  some  harbour  to  secure  himsett'} 
and  it  pleased  God  that  on  the  15th  of  September,  he  di»T 
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covered  an  island  near  the  east  part  of  Hispaniok  named 
Adatnanoi  by  the  Indians,  and  the  weather  being  very  stormy, 
dropt  anchor  in  the  channel  between  it  and  Hispaniola,  close 
to  a  small  island  which  lies  between  both.  That  nisht  he  saw 
an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  which  he  said  varied  five  hours  and 
twenty-three  minutes  from  its  time  at  Cadiz  *",  to  the  place 
where  he  then  was.  The  bad  weather,  probably  owing  to  the 
eclipse,  lasted  so  long,  that  he  was  ibrced  to  remain  at  that 
ancnoraffe  till  the  20th  of  the  month,  all  the  time  under  great 
anxiety  for  the  other  ships  which  were  not  able  to  get  into 
the  same  place  of  security,  but  it  pleased  Goo  to  save  diem. 
Having  rgoined  the  other  caravels,  they  all  sailed  over  to 
the  eastern  part  of  Hispaniola,  and  thence  to  a  little  island 
called  Moita  by  the  Indians,  which  lies  between  Hispaniola 
and  St  John  de  Boriquen. 

The  journal  of  tlie  admiral  breaks  off  at  this  island,  and  he 
does  not  inform  us  of  his  course  from  thence  to  Isabella;  but 
only,  that  while  going  from  Mona  to  St  John,  the  great  fa- 
tigues he  had  undergone,  together  with  his  own  weakness  and 
the  want  of  proper  food,  brought  o.;  _  "'olent  malady,  between 
a  pestilential  fever  and  a  Icthai'gy,  which  presently  deprived 
him  of  his  senses  and  memory ;  whereupon,  all  the  people  in 
the  three  caravels  resolved  to  desist  from  the  design  he  had 
tlien  in  hand  of  discovering  all  the  islands  in  the  Caribbean 
sea,  and  returned  to  Isabella,  where  they  arrived  on  the  29th 
of  September,  five  days  afterwards".  This  heavy  sickness 
lasted  during  five  months,  but  it  please^  God  to  restore  him 
afterwards  to  health.  His  illness  was  occasioned  by  the  great 
sufferings  he  had  gone  through  in  this  voyage,  during  which 
he  hod  often  not  been  able  to  sleep  three  liours  in  eight  days, 
owing  to  the  perilous  nature  of  the  navigation  among  innu" 
merable  islands  and  shoals ;  a  degree  of  privation  that  seems 
almost  impossible,  were  it  not  authenticated  by  himself  and 
those  who  accompanied  him. 

o^ 

80  The  longitude  uf  Cadiz  is  6"  is'  W.  from  Greenwich.  That  of 
Saonot  the  modem  name  of  Adamanoi<  ia  68"  30*.  The  difference  between 
Aese  is  only  Csc'  IS',  or  four  hours  five  minutes.  The  calculation  in  the 
text  therefore  is  one  hour  and  eighteen  minutes  erroneous  in  point  of  time, 
and  in*  15'  in  longitude ;  and  would  remove  the  east  end  of  Hispaniob, 
to  long  80"  45'  west  from  Greenwich,  considerably  beyond  the  west  end  of 
Jamaica. — ^E. 

21  Our  author  forgets  what  he  had  said  a  few  pages  before,  that  the  ad- 
miral had  previously  resolved  to  return  to  Isabella,  on  account  of  wanting 
proviiions  to  continue  the  voyage.— £. 
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On  his  retum  to  Hispaniola,  the  admiml  fotuid  there  his 
brother  Bartliolomew  Columbus  whom  he  haid  sent,  sis'  for- 
merty  rdated,  to  treatt  ^th  the  king  of  Engfend  abouft  the 
discotety  of  the  Indies.  Oh  hii  return  to  Spain  with  the 
tyrant  of  aS  hn  demands,  he  learned  at  Paris  from  Gharks 
king  of  I'ranee,  that  his  brother  the  admh>al  had  ah-cady  niude 
tfhe  discovery,  and  the  kmg  supplied  him  with  an  hundred 
crowns  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  his  journey  into  Spain. 
He  thereupon  made  all  the  haste  he  could  to  overtake  the 
admind  in  Spain ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  Seville,  he  found  that 
the  admiral  had  gone  out  upon  his  second  voyage  with  seven- 
teen sail,  as  already  related!  Wherefore,  to  fulnl  the  orders 
which  bb  brother  had  left  for  him  at  the  beginning  of  lli«4, 
he  went  to  the  court  of  their  Catholic  majesties  at  VaJadolid, 
carrying  my  brother  Don  James  Columbus  and  me  along 
with  him,  as  we  had  been  appointed  to  serve  as  pag?s  to 
Prince  John.  Immediately  upon  our  arrival,  their  majesties 
sent  for  Don  Bartholomew,  and  dispatched  him  with  three 
ships  to  Hispaniola,  where  he  served  aeveral  years,  as  appears 
firom  die  ft)Uowing  memorandum  which  I  found  among  his 
papers:  **  I  served  as  captain  from  the  144h  April  14-94, 
till  the  12th  of  March  l49f),  when  the  admiral  set  out  for 
Spain,  and  then  t  began  to  act  as  governor  till  the  24<th  of 
Aimust  1498,  when  the  udmiru)  returned  from  the  discovery 
of  rarla;  after  which,  I  again  served  as  captain  till  the  11  th 
of  December  1500,  when  I  returned  to  Spain;"  On  his  re^ 
turn  from  Cuba^,  the  admiral  appointed  his  brotlier  governor 
of  the  Indies ;  though  controversies  afterwards  arose  on  this 
subject,  as  their  maiesties  alleged  that  they  had  not  given  au- 
thority to  the  admiral  to  make  any  such  appointment.  But 
to  end  this  difibrence,  their  highnesses  granted  it  anew,  under 
the  title  of  adeltotado,  or  lieutenant  of  the  Indies,  tomy 
uncle  Don  Bartholomew. 

Having  now  the  assistance  ai:-d  advice  of  his  brother,  the 
admiral  took  some  rest,  and  lived  in  quiet,  although  he  met 
with  sufficient  troubles,  both  on  account  of  his  sickness,  and 
because  he  found  that  alttiost  all  the  Indians  had  revolted 
through  the  fault  of  Don  Pedro  Marguerite.  He,  thouffh 
obliged  to  respect  and  honour  the  admiral,  who  had  left  him 
the  command  of  S60  foot  and  14  horse,  with  orders  to  travel 
all  over  the  island,  and  to  reduce  it  to  the  obedience  of  their 
Catholic  Maiesties  and  the  Christians,  particularly  the  pro- 
vince of  Cibao,  whence  the  chief  profit  was  expected ;  yet 
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iieted  in  etevy  tiiiiig  contrary  fo  liis  orderr.  "  A  imtniclaons^ 
iiMonwich,  that  when  the  admirat  wag  gofttf  he  went  viriih  all 
bis  linen  to  the  great  plam  called  Vegee  Reedy  at  the  Rbyal 
PMr,  ten  leagues  tt&m  Isabdla,  where  he  reniahred  wii^tit 
ever  endeair«nring  to  traverse  and  reduce  the  nhind.  Hcno6 
there  ensued  dkcords  and  lactioHs  at  Issibdla,  oA  f)oh  Pedro 
cndeawotiired  to  make  the  council  Mriiicb  the  ndbiiraf  had  in- 
stita1?ed  in  that  pbce,  snbservient  to  his  own  authority,  send- 
ing ihein  very  insolent  ktters ;  and  perceiving  that  he  coiAI 
not  succeed  in  getting  the  wholfr  power  antf  audJborisy  into 
his  hands,  he  was  afraid  to  wait  the  return  Of  the  admiral 
who  wouM  have  called  him  to  a  sefvere  aecomrt  hr  his  con- 
duct, and  w?nt  therefore  on  board  the  first  ships  that  re- 
tamed  to  Spain,  without  g^ing  any  account  of  himsdf  or  any 
w^  dic|>osingof  themen  who  hftd'bie£HIeft  under  his  conr- 
mand. 

Upon  this  dlesertion  of  Don  Pedro,  every  one  w^t  amoi^ 
the  Indians  as  t^ey  thought  fit,  taJdhg  aw^  thenr  women  and 
goods,  imd  committing  everywhere  such  outrages,  that  the 
Indians  resolved  to  revenge  them^ves  on  alf  whom  they 
should  find  stnv^ng  atout  the  country.  The  cacique  of 
the  Magdaleti,  Guatiguana,  had  kiHed  ten,  and  had  privatelv 
caused  a  house  to  be  fired  in  which  there  Were  eleven  sicK 
Spaniar(fet  Eut  he  was  severely  punished  by  the  admiral 
aner  his  return;  fer  though  the  cacique  himself  could  ncki 
then  be  taken,  yet  sonte  m  his  siibjectii  #ere  s6nt  prisoners 
into  Sjpein  in  four  ships  that  sailed  in  Febraary  1495  ulideT 
Antonio  de  Torres.  Six  or  seven  other  Indians  who  had 
injured  the  Christmns  in  other  parts  of  the  island  suffered  for 
their' cenckild!.  The  cacique  had  killed  many,  and  iroxM. 
certainly  have  deitroyed  many  more,  if  the  admiral  had  not 
fortuntttehr  come  in  time  to  restore  order  among  the  Christ- 
tians,  and  to  curb  the  refiwctory  spirit  of  the  Indians.  Chi 
his  arrival  from  his  late  voyage  to  Cuba  and  Jamaica,  he 
^Mind  that  most  of  the  Christians  had  committed  a  thousand 
insdmcies,  for  which  they  were  mortaljly  hated  by  the  Indiana, 
who  refiis^  to  submit  to  their  authority.  It  was  no  diftcuft 
matter  for  diem  all  to  agree  in  casting  o£F  the  Spanish  yoke, 
as  the  whole  island  was  subject  i  >  the  authority  of  four  princi- 
pal caciques.  These  were  Caunabo,  Guacanagari,  Bekechi- 
co,  and  Gauriohex ;  each  of  whom  commanded  over  seventy 
or  eighty  inferior  lords  or  caciques.  These  paid  no  tribute 
to  the  supdnwr  caciqaes,  but  were  obliged  to  till  the  ground 
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when  called  upon,  and  to  assist  them  in  their  wars }  but  of 
these  four,  Guacanagari,  who  was  superior  lord  of  that  part 
of  the  island  in  which  the  town  of  Navidad  had  been  built, 
continued  alwaya  friendly  to  the  Christians.  As  soon  there- 
fore as  he  heard  of  the  admirals  return  to  Isabella,  he  went 
to  wait  upon  him,  and  represented  that  he  had  not  been  any 
way  aiding  or  advising  with  the  others,  as  might  appear  from 
the  great  civility  the  Christians  had  always  received  in  his 
country,  where  100  men  had  always  been  well  used  and  fur« 
nished  with  everything  of  which  they  stood  in  need.  For 
which  reason  the  other  caciques  had  become  his  enemies, 
as  Behechico  had  killed  one  of  his  women,  and  Caunabo 
had  taken  away  another }  wherefore  he  entreated  the  admiral 
to  cause  her  to  be  restored,  and  to  assist  him  in  revenging 
his  wrongs.  The  admiral  was  disposed  to  believe  that  Qua- 
canagari  spoke  truth,  as  he  always  wept  whenever  the  dis^ 
course  turned  upon  the  slaughter  of  the  Christians  at  the 
Nativity ;  and  the  admiral  was  the  more  inclined  to  take 
part  with  tliis  cacique,  as  he  considered  that  the  discord 
among  the  Indian  chiefs,  ^ould  make  it  the  more  easy  for 
him  to  reduce  the  country  to  subjection,  and  to  punish  the 
other  Indians  for  their  revolt}  and  tor  having  killed  so  ip^ny 
of  the  Christians. 

Having  resolved  to  make  war  upon  the  refractory  natives, 
he  set  out  from  Isabella  on  the  24th  of  March  1495,  taking 
Guacanagari  along  with  him  j  yet  the  enterprise  seemed  di^ 
ficult,  as  the  malcontent  Indians  had  collected  a  force  of  above 
100,000  men,  whereas  the  admiral  had  only  about  200  in- 
fantry, 20  horsemen,  and  about  the  same  number  of  dogs  '  ^. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  qualities  of  the 
Indians,  when  he  was  two  days  march  from  Isabella,  the  ad-^ 
miral  divided  his  small  force,  giving  h<^  to  his  brother  tjhe 
lieutenant,  that  he  mi^ht  attack  the  multitude  which  was 
scattered  over  the  plain  m  two  places  at  once,  believing  that 
the  terror  of  the  noise  in  two  places  would  throw  them  into 
disorder,  and  put  them  to  flieht  the  sooner,  a^  it  actually 
proved  in  the  event.  The  battalious  of  foot  fell  upon  the  dis- 
,  ordered  multitude  of  the  Indians,  and  broke  thepi  with  the 

first 

S2  This  is  probably  the  fint  instance  of  a  civilized  nation  employing  the 
korrid  alliance  of  ferocious  animals  to  hunt  down"  their  breUiren 
like  beastu  of  chase.  Once  only  were  the  British  arms  disgraced  by  a  de- 
monstration of  using  this  savage  mode  of  warftre,  which  it  is  toba  hoped 
wU  neverbe  again  heard  of  in  our  annats.-.-E.  ^^  -57?',  r 
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first  discharge  of  their  cros»>bows  and  muskets ;  the  cairaby 
and  the  dogs  next  fell  upon  tht-m  in  the  most  furious  manner 
that  the)r  might  have  no  time  to  rally,  and  the  &int-hearted 
natives  ffeu  on  every  side.    Our  met:  pursued  them,  and  made 
such  havock,  that  in  a  short  time,  thrcngh  Odd's  assistanocy 
many  of  the  enemies  were  slain,  and  dthcn  taken  prisoners, 
among  whom  was  Caunabo  the  principal  cac'que  of  the  whole, 
with  his  wives  and  children,  and  one  of  his  brothers.     Cau- 
nabo afterwards  confessed  that  he  had  killed  tventy  of  the 
Spaniards  who  had  been  left  with  Arana  at  the  town  vf  the 
Nativity  on  the  first  voyage,  when  the  Indies  were  discovered ; 
and  that  he  had  afterwards  gone  under  colour  of  friendship 
to  Isabella,  that  he  might  observe  how  best  to  attack  it  and 
do  as  he  had  formerly  done  at  Navidad.    The  admiral  had 
been  fully  informed  of  all  these  things  by  others,  and  there- 
ibre  to  punish  him  for  that  offence  and  for  this  revolt,  he  sent 
the  whole  family  prisoners  into  Spain,  not*being  inclined  to 
execute  so  considerable  a  person  without  the  knowledge  of 
their  Catholic  majesties ;  but  he  capitalhr  punished  several 
others  of  the  ringk-  iders  in  the  revolt.     The  consequences  of 
this  great  victory,  and  the  capture  of  Caunabo  put  the  afiairs 
of  the  Christians  into  such  good  order,  that  although  there 
were  then  only  630  Spaniards  in  the  island,  many  of  whom 
wer^  sick,  and  others  women  and  children ;  yet  in  the  space 
of  a  year,  which  the  admiral  employed  in  traversing  the  island 
without  being  again  constrained  to  use  the  sword^  m  reduced 
it  to  enlire  obraience,  and  brought  the  people  to  eno^e  for 
the  payment  of  a  tribute  every  three  months  to  their  Catholic 
majesties.     All  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Cibao,  in 
which  the  gold  mines  are  situated,  from  fourteen  years  of  age 
and  upwards  A  were  to  pay  a  large  horse  bell  full  of  gold  dust; 
while  those  in  the  other  districts  of  the  island  were  rated  at 
twenty-five  pounds  of  cotton  each  person*^.    That  it  might 
VOL,  111.  I  be. 


SS  The  meaiuK  of  gold  dtut  in  the  text  seems  enormous,  and  I  am  dii* 
posed  to  believe  that  instead  of  the  large  horu  bell,  mentiopcd  in  the  tex^ 
a  latge  hpauks  bell  ought  to  be  substituted.  It  is  difficult,  perhapa  in>po«> 
sible  to  estimate  the  population  of  St  Domingo  at  this  period,  and  thence  to 
,form  a  conjecture  as  to  the  amount  of  the  tribute.  From  the  preceding  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  subordinate  caciquest  and  the  large  force  opposed  to 
Columbus,  perhaps  Hispaniola  might  then  contun  500,0oo  inhamtants  of 
•II  ages,  half  of  whom,  or  850,000,  might  be  liable  to  the  tax.  Supposiqg 
<0,ooo  of  these  employed  ai  gold  finden,  and  to  pay  one  ounce  each  ani> 
,,,  -■,-.,..,,..,.,-„,  .   .    ■     '     (       nuallvi 
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l7|B<|uiown  who  h«d  paid  their  quotas  of  thU  tribute,  a  nort  pf 
'^}n  made  of  braM  and  tifi  wa»  stamped,  oi^e  of  which  was 
mv&x  ttf  each  person  that  paid,  whiph  he  was  directed  to  wear 
hftffi*^  Arom  his  neck,  that  whoever  was  found  wiUiout  this 
|g|cen  ought  ife  kno;wh  as  not  having  paiily  tind  be  punished  ' 
4iccoi)cl^P|py*  DouUfess  this  arrangement  would  have  proved . 
.^fiectu^l  to  ensure  a  re^>ectable  revenue,  as  aft^er  the  capture 
1^  tCaunabo,  the  country  became  so  peaceable,  (hat  tor  the 
ftlture  %  (4ng!^  Christian  went  safely  all  over  the  island,  and 
i^e  Ii^^ans  would  even  carry  the  Spaniards  about  on  their 
thpvVJwr  But  the  troubles  which  happened  afterwards 
Ipic^g  the  Christians,  which  will  be  related  in  tlie  sequel,  over- 
turn^ ^  thiti  fair  fabric  of  order. 

I,    The  admiral  attributed  the  ease  with  which  he  had  discom- 
fited fo  vast  a  multitude,  with  only  200  ill  armed  and  half- 
juck  men,  to  the  imerposition  of  Providence  and  the  good 
fortune  of  their^  Catholic  miyesties.    And  it  pleased  the  Di- 
vine Majesty,  not  onty  to  enable  him  to  reduce  the  whole 
,  {Country  under  authority,  but  to  send  such  a  scarcity  of  pro- 
lyisions,  and  such  violent  diseases  among  the  natives,  thai  they 
;;4(rere  reduced  to  a  third  of  the  number  which  they  had  beoi 
^  whien  first  discovered:   Thus  making  it  evident  that  such 
jpiiracubus  victories,  and  the  subduing  of  natk>ns,  are  the  gift 
.5^  jProvidence,  and  not  the  e£^  of  our  power  or  good  con- 
r^uct,  or  of  the  want  of  courage  in  the  natives;  for  though 
'^ur  men  were  superior  to  them,  yet  their  numbers  might 
have  compen^ed  for  any  advantage  we  had  over  them  in 
mrms  and  disicipline  *^. 

;    The  people  of  the  island  being  reduced  to  subjection,  and 

'"  {Bifpyeraing  more  freely  with  our  men*  many  particulars  and 

secrets  respecting  tiieir  religion  were  discovered,  and  many 

circamstances 

^  JUiall^,  worth  L.  4  the  ounccj  this  would  produce  L.  200,000.    The  re- 
^  t^tining  200,000  paying  lOO  liba.  of  cotton  each,  would  give  twenty  millioa 

Mjnds ;  and  this  rated  at  sixpence  a  (wund  would  produce  L.  500,000, 
g  tii"  whole  revenue  L.  700,ooo  a-year,  a  prodigious  sum  In  those 
but  out  cf  which  the  expenoes  of  government  and  the  admirak  share 
were  to  be  ddrayedt  All  this  can  only  be  considered  as  an  approximation 
■fermefe  conjecture.— E. 

*  s4  It  is  a  singularly  perverted  devotion  that  praises  the  Almighty  for  success 
tamurder,  runne,  andinjustire;  and  doubtlesit  a  devout  Spaniard  of  those  days 
^ould  ting  Te  Deum  for  the  romfortabte  exhibition  of  an  auto  defi,  in  which 
.  ttose  who  differed  from  the  dogmas  of  the  holy  Catholic  church  were  burnt 
^  T^  the  glory  of  God.  The  ways  of  Providence  are  iascrutsble,  and  are  best 
viewed  by  JiumaD  ignorance  in  silent  humility  and  reverential  awe.— £. 
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drcunMtancei  of  the  nature  of  the  country:  Particularly  that  it 
contained  mines  of  comnir,  aiure,  and  amber,  and  that  it  pro* 
diiced  ebony,  cedar,  nrankinccme,  and  other  rich  ffum»,  uid 
■pice  of  aereral  kindt,  but  wild,  and  which  might  belwought  to 

Eerfection  by  cultivation  j  as  cinnamon  of  a  good  coiovr  but 
itter,  ginger,  long  pepper,  abundance  of  mulberry  tr^'cs  for 
making  tilk  which  bear  leaves  all  the  year,  and  many  other 
nsefiil  trees  and  plants  not  known  in  our  parts.  I  shall  here 
insert  an  account  of  the  religion  of  the«e  people  as  written  by 
the  admiral,  which  is  folk>wed  by  a  more  particular  memorial 
on  the  same  subject,  written  at  his  desire  by  an  Anchorite  who 
understood  the  language  of  the  natives 

**  I  could  discover  nnther  idolatry  among  those  people  nor 
any  other  sect,  though  every  one  of  their  kings,  who  are  very 
numerous  both  in  Hispaniola  and  the  other  islands  «nd  con- 
tinent, ha»  a  house  apart  from  th0  town,  in  which  there  are 
nothing  but  some  carved  wooden  images  which  they  call 
eemia  '^,  and  eveiy  thing  that  is  done  in  these  houses  is  e3t>> 
press^v  for  the  service  of  these  images,  the  people  repairing  to 
these  nouses  to  pray  and  to  perform  certain  ceremonies,  as 
we  do  to  our  churches.  In  these  houses  they  have  a  hiind- 
some  round  table  made  like  a  dish,  on  which  there  ii>  some 
powder  which  they  lay  on  the  head  of  the  cemit  with  certain 
cerononiesi  and  then  by  means  oS  a.  tube  which  has  two 
branches  which  they  apply  to  their  nostrils,  they  snuff  up 
this  powder,  untng  certain  wnrd»  nhxch  none  of  luir  pe^e 
understand.  This  powder  pui»  them  beside  themselves  as  if 
they  were  intoxicated.  They  also  give  each  ot  these  images 
a  name,  which  I  beKeve  U)  be  derived  from  the  names  of  thc^ 
fiithers  and  grandtather» }  for  ail  have  more  than  one  image, 
and  some  of  them  above  ten,  all  in  memory  of  their  fbre/a« 
thers.  I  have  heard  them  commend  one  of  these  images  ag 
auperior  to  others,  and  have  observed  them  to  shew  more  <(^ 
▼otion  and  respect  to  one  than  to  another,  as  we  do  in  our 
processions  in  time  of  need,  and  thepeof)le  and  their  caciques 
IXMust  among  one  another  of  having  the  best  c«m».  W^>n 
they  go  to  their  cemis  they  shun  the  Christians,  and  will  not 
allow  them  to  go  into  the  houses  where  they  are  kept ;  and 
if  they  suHpect  any  of  our  people  will  come,  they  take  aw  *y 

their 

.  t5  It  is  Mtrtty  postibit  that  a  good  Catholict  accvstoiiaed  to  the  worship 
qf  Images,  might  not  toe  idolatry  in  the  cerenopiei  of  the  HiipaaiolMlii  \m 
th(  KSticant  te^ou  darldy  exprcMed.— £. 
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their  cemis  into  the  woods  and  hide  them,  for  fear  we  should 
take  them  awav  {  and,  what  tte«ms  most  ridiculouB,  they  are 
in  use  to  steal  the  cemis  from  one  another.  It  happened  once 
that  some  Christians  rushed  into  one  of  these  houses*  when 
presently  the  ccmi  began  to  cry  out  \  by  which  it  iqjpeared  to 
be  artinciuliy  made  hollow,  having  «  tube  connected  with  it 
leadii^  into  a  dark  corner,  of  the  hou»>e,  where  a  man  was 
eonc^ued  under  a  covering  of  boughs  and  leaves,  who  spoke 
through  the  cemi  according  as  be  was  ordered  by  tlie  cacique. 
The  t^niards,  therefore,  suspecting  how  tb6  trick  was  fier- 
Ibrmed,  kicked  down  the  cemi.  and  discovered  the  conceded 
invention ;  and  the  cacique  earnestly  entreated  them  not  to 
betray  the  secret  to  his  subjects  and  the  other  Indians,  as  he 
kept  them  in  obedience  by  that  policy.  Tliis  may  be  said  to 
have  some  resemblance  to  idolatry,  especially  among  those  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  fraud  practised  by  the  caciques,  since  they 
believe  that  it  is  the  cemi  that  speaks,  and  all  are  imposed 
upon  by  the  deceit,  except  the  cacique  and  the  person  who 
combines  with  him  to  abuse  their  credulity,  by  which  meanjf 
he  draws  what  tribute  he  pleases  from  his  people.  ii 

**  Most  of  the  caciques  hdve  three  stones  also,  to  which 
th^  and  their  people  shew  great  devotion.  One  of  these 
they  say  helps  the  growth  of  all  sorts  of  grain,  the  second 
canses  women  to  be  delivered  without  pain,  and  the  third 
procures  rain  or  fair  weather,  according  as  they  stand  in  need 
of  either*  I  sent  three  of  these  stones  to  your  highnesses  bv 
Antonio  de  Torres,  and  I  have  three  more  to  carry  along  with 
myself.  When  these  Indians  die,  their  obsequies  are  perw 
£>rmed  in  several  manners,  but  their  way  of  burying  their 
caciques  is  tliis.  They  open  and  dry  him  at  a  great  fire, 
that  he  may  be  preserved  whole.  Of  others  they  preserve 
only  the  head.  Others  they  bury  in  a  grot  or  den,  and  lay 
a  calabash  of  water  and  some  bread  on  his  head.  Others 
they  bum  in  their  houses,  having  first  strangled  them  when 
(It  the  last  gasp,  and  this  is  done  to  caciques.  Others  are 
carried  nut  of  the  house  in  a  hanunock,  laying  bread  and  water 
at  their  head,  and  they  never  return  any.  more  to  see  after 
them.  Some  when  dimgerously  ill  are  carried.tothe  cacique, 
who  gives  orders  whether  they  are  ta  be  strangled  or  not, 
and  their  orders  are  instantly  obeyed.  I  have  taken  pains  to 
inquire  whether  they  know  oi  believe  what  becomes  of  them 
after  death,  and  I  particularly  auebtioned  Caunabo,  who  was 
'thedUcf  cacique  in  all  Hispsmpia,  •  man  well  up  in  years,  ex- 

^       '       perie&ced, 
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perienced,  and  of  a  itaost  piercing  wit  and  much  knowledgiit. 
He  and  the  resit  answered,  that  tnuy  go  after  death  to  a  cer* 
tafh  vale,  which  every  great  cacioue  suj^joses  to  be  in  his  owti 
country,  and  where  they  affirm  they  rejoin  their  relations  and 
ancestors,  that  they  eat,  have  women,  and  gpve  themselves  up 
to  all  manner  of  pleasures  and  pastimed.  These  things  will 
appear  mdre  at  large  in  the  following  extended  account  which 
I  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  by  one  father  Romany  who  under- 
stood their  language,  and  set  down  all  their  cwemonies  and 
antiquities :  But  these  are  so  filled  with  absurdities  and  fable, 
that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  make  any  thing  out  of  them,  ex- 
cept that  the  native)  have  some  ideas  ot  the  immortality  of 
the  soul  and  of  a  future  state." 


Section  VII. 

Account  of  the  Antiquities^  Ceremonies^  and  Religion  of  the 
Natives  of  Hispaniola,  collected  by  F.  Roman,  mf  order  of 
the  Admiral ', 

''-^1,  Father  Romav,  a  poor  anchorite  of  the  order  of  St 
Jerome,  by  command  of  the  most  illustrious  lord  admiral, 
viceroy  and  governor-general  of  the  islands  and  continent  of 
the  Indies,  do  hero  relate  all  that  I  could  hear  and  team 
concerning  the  religious  opinions  and  idolatry  of  the  Indians, 

and 

1  This  prolix,  ''.'.2t'uie,  uninteresting,  and  confused  disquisition,  on  the 
•uperRtitious  beliefs  and  ceremonies  of  the  original  natives  o^  Haiti  or  Hispa^ 
niola.  is  so  inexplicably  and  inexpressibly  unintelligible  and  absurd,  partly  be- 
cause the  original  translator  was  unable  to  render  the  miserable  sense  or  non> 
sense  of  the  author  into  Engfish,  but  chiefly  owing  tc>  the  innate  stupidity 
and  gross  ignorance  of  the  poor  anchorite,  that  the  present  editor  wu  muca 
inclined  to  have  expunged  the  whole  as  unsatisfactory  and  uninteresting : 
But  it  seemed  incumbent  to  give  the  whole  of  this  most  important  voyage  tp 
thepublic.  The  Editor  however,  has  used  ihe  freedom  to  compress  the  scraiqb- 
ling  detail  of  the  origmal  of  this  section  into  a  smaller  compass ;  to  oin^t  the 
uselessly  prolix  titles  of  its  subdivisions ;  and,  where  possible,  to  make  the 
intended  meaning  somewhat  intelligible ;  always  carefully  retaining  every 
material  circumstance.  It  was  formerly  divided  into  chapters  like  ^  regular 
treatise,  and  these  are  here  marked  by  corresponding  figures.  The  author 
repeatedly  acknowledges  that  his  account  isveryiinperfecti  which  he  attributes 
to  the  confused  and  contradictory  reports  of  the  natives,  and  allows  th  t  he 
may  even  have  set  down  the  information  he  collected  in  wrong  order,  and 
nuy  have  omitted  many  circumstances  for  want  of  paper  at  the  time' of  col* 
lacting  materials.— '£. 
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ftnd  of  the  ceremonies  di^  employ  in  the  worship  of  their 


Every  one  observes  some  particular  superstitious  ceremo- 
nies 10  wor«hip)pinff  their  idols,  which  they  name  cemis, 
Tht>y  believe-  ti^i^t  there  is  an  immortal  being,  invisib^  like 
Heaven,  who  had  a  mother,  but  no  banning,  whom  they 
call  Atabei,  Jermaoffuacar,  /^ito,  and  SSuiniaoo }  whi«;h  are 
all  several  names  of  the  Deity.  They  qIso,  pretend  to  know 
whence  they  came  at  the  first,  to  give  ai;i  account  of  theoriffin 
pf  the  sun  and  moon,  of  the  production  of  the  fea,  Mid  what 
becomes  of  themsdves  after  cUath.  They  likewise  affirm  that 
the  dead  appear  to  them  upon  the  roads  when  any  person 
goes  alone,  but  that  when  many  are  together  they  do  not  ap- 
pear. All  these  things  they  derive  from  the  tradition  of  their 
ancestors,  for  they  can  neither  write  nor  read,  and  are  unable 
to  reckon  beyond  ten. 

1.  In  a  province  of  the  island  named  Caanan,  there  is  a 
niountain  called  Carita,  where  there  are  two  caves  named 
Cacibagiaffua  raid  Amaiauva,  out  of  the  fbnper  of  which  most 
of  the  original  inhabitants  came.  While  in  those  caverns, 
they  watched  by  night,  and  one  Marocael  having  the  watch, 
he  came  one  day  too  late  to  the  door  and  was  taken  away 
by  the  sun,  and  he  was  changed  into  a  stone  near  the 
door.  Qthers  going  to  fish  were  taken  away  by  the  sun  and 
Ranged  into  trees  called  jobi,  or  mirabolans. 

3.  One  named  Ouagugiana  ordered  anodier  person  named 
Giadruvava  to  gather  for  him  the  herb  digo,  wherewith  they 
cleanse  their  bodies  when  they  wash  themselves.  Giadruvava 
Was  taken  away  by  the  sun  and  changed  to  a  bird  called 
giahuba  bagiaci,  which  sings  iii  the  morning  and  resembles  a 
nightingale.  ' 

S.  Giiagugiana,  angry  at  the  delay,  enticed  all  the  women 
to  accompany  him,  leaving  their  husbtrnds  and  children. 

4.  Guagugiana  and  the  women  came  to  Matinino,  where 
he '  left  the  women,  and  went  to  another  country  called  Gua^ 
hin.  The  children  thus  deserted  by  their  mothers,  called  out 
ma !  ma  t  and  too  I  too  I  as  if  bilging  food  of  the  earth,  and 
were  transformed  into  little  creaturcN  like  ilwarfs,  called  tona  i 
and  thus  an  the  men  were  left  without  women. 

5.  There  went  other  women  to  Hispaniola,  v^hich  the 
natives  call  Aiti,  but  the  other  islanders  call  them  Bouchi. 
When  Guagugiana  went  away  with  the  women,  he  carried 
with  him  the  wives  of  the  cacique,  named  Anacacugia  i  and 
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bang  ibliOTyed  by  &  kinfmuH  hcf  threw  him  into  th*  R6ft  by  a 
stratagem,  and  so  kept  all  the  caciques  wives  to  himidfe 
Aad.  it  is  said  that  eveB  aitice  there  are  only  womoi  at  Mati- 

:  6k  Ouagugiana  beiidg  fiiH  of  tiiese  blotches  which  we  call  th^ 
TrenfAk  pox,  was  put  by  a  woman  r.aaed  Guabonito  into 
a  guanara,  or  by^piaoe«  and  there  curadl  He  was  after* 
wards  naincd  Biberod  Oualiagionat  arid  the  women  gave  him 
abundance  of  guanine  and  cibe  to  wear  up<m  his  arms,  fhe 
cibe  or  colecmi  are  made  ei  a  stone  Hke  nuivblp»  and  aia 
worn  round  the  wrists-  and  neck»  but  the  guanikio  are  worn 
it  their  ears,  and  t>ey  sound  like  fine  metal.  They  say  that 
Guabonito,  Albeborral,  Guahagiona,  and.  t&e  father  of  Albey 
boreal  wc^e  the  first  of  the^  Ciuaninis.  Ooahagiotta  remain> 
ed  with  the  father  called  MiaraMj  his  son  from  the  fathei 
took  the  name  of  Hia  Guaill  Guimin,  which  s^ifies  the  son 
of  Hiauna,  and  thence  the  island  whether  Gufdiajg^na  went 
is  called  Gurn:     >    thig  day. 

.  7.  Them^i  '  had  bee^ldiwidioiktWomemieiie amyous 
to  procure  ac^ia,  and  one  day  saw  the  shape  of  human 
beings  sliding  down  the  trees,  whom  they  could  not  catch; 
But  by  empu^iw  four  men  who  had  rough  hands  from 
a  disease  like  the  itch^  these  four  strange  beitags  wevi 
cau^t. 

8.  Finding  those  beings  wanted  the  parts  of  women,  diey  . 
caught   certam    birds  named  turiri  cahuvaial,  resonbling 
woodpeckers,  and  by  their  means  f'^bioned  them  to  their 
purpose. 

9.  Tliere  was  once  a  man  named  Giaia,  who  had  a  son 
named  Giaiael,  which  signifies  the  son  <^  Giaia  {  and  who, 
intending  to  kill  his  &ther  was  banished  and  afterwards 
killed  by  his  father,  and  his  bones  hung  up  in  a  calabash. 
Afterwards  going  to  examine  the  bones,  he  found  them 
all  changed  mto  a  vast  number  of  great  and  small  fishes. 

10.  There  were  four  brothers,  the  sons  of  a  woman 
named  Itiba  Tahuvava,  all  bom  at  one  birth,  for  the  woman 
dying  in  labour  they  out  her  open.  The  first  they  cut  out 
was  named  Diminaii,  and  was  a  caracaracol,  or  afflicted 
with  a  disease  like  the  itch,  the  others  had  no  names.  One 
day  white  Oiai^  was  at  his  conichi  or  hinds,  these  brothers 
came  to  his  bouse  and  took  down  the  calabash  to  eat  the 
fish  {  but  not  hanging  it  up  properly,  there  ran  out  so  much 
water  aji  drowned  the  whole  country}  md  with  it  great  quan- 
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tides  offish :  And  in  this  manner  th^  believe  the  sea  had  its 
original. 

1 1.  After  a  has  story  of  a  live  tortoise  being  rat  out  from 
the  shoulder  Piminan  Caracaraool,  quite  away  firom  the 
purpose^  F*  Aioman  proceeds  to  say  that  the  sun  and  moon 
came  out  of  a  grntto  caUed  Giovomva,  in  the  countiy  oi  a 
cacique  named  Maucia  Tiuvel.  This  grotto  is  much  vmer- 
ated,  and  is  all  painted  ovor  with  the  representation  of  leaves 
and  other  things.  It  contained  two  cemis  made  of  stone, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  yard  long,  having  their  hands  bound, 
and  which  looked  as  if  they  sweaf^d.  These  were  caUed 
Boinaiel  and  Maroio,  and  were  much  yiuted  and  honoured, 
especially  when  they  wapted  rain. 

12.  Th^  say  the  dead  go  to  a  place  called  Coaibai,  which 
is  in  a  pari  of  the  island  named  Soraia;  and  that  one 
Machetaurie  Guaiava,  who  was  lord  or  cacique  of  Coaibi, 
the  dwelling-place  of  the  dead,  was  the  first  who  went 
there. 

IS.  They  say  that  the  dead  are  shut  up  during  the  day, 
and  walk  abroad  in  the  night,  when  they  feed  on  a  certain 
fruit  called  guabazza,  which  is  something  else  during  the  dav 
and  changes  to  thut  fruit  at  night  for  the  use  of  the  dead. 
The  dead  go  about  and  feast  with  the  living,  who  sometimes 
think  they  have  a  woman  of  Coaibi  in  their  arms  who  va» 
liishes  suddenly ;  and  tt  "y  alU'se  that  those  dead  inhabitants 
of  Coaibi  may  be  known  by  the  want  of  navels.  The  souls 
of  the  living  they  name  goeiz,  tb'^se  of  the  dead  opin. 

"  4.  There  is  a  set  of  men  amons  them  called  Bohutis, 
who  use  many  juggling  tricks,  pretend  to  talk  with  the  dead 
and  to  know  all  the  actions  and  secrets  of  the  living,  whom 
they  cure  when  sick.  All  their  superstitions  and  tables  are 
contained  in  old  songs  which  these  Bohutis  rehearse,  and 
which  direct  thtm  in  aJI  things  as  the  Moors  are  by  the  Co- 
ran.  When  they  sing  these  songs  they  play  on  an  instru- 
ment named  Maiohaven,  like  a  calabash  with  a  long  neck, 
made  of  wood,  strong,  hollow,  and  thin,  which  makes  so  loud 
a  noise  as  to  be  heard  at  the  distance  of  a  league  and  a 
half. 

'  15.  Almost  every  person  in  Hispaniola  has  abundance  of 
cemis ;  some  have  their  fathers,  mothers,  and  predecessors  and 
kindred,  some  in  stone  and  others  in  wood,  some  that  qieak, 
some  that  eat,  some  that  cause  things  to  grow,  others  that 
bring  roin,  and  others  that  give  winds.    When  any  one  is 
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sick,  the  Euhuitihu  is  brooffht,  who  must  be  dieted  exactly 
in  the  same  nuinner  with  the  sick  man.  That  is  both  Snaff 
up  a  ceitain  powder  named  cohaba  by  the  nose,  which  intoxi- 
cates them  and  makes  them  speak  incohterentiy,  which  they 
say  is  talking  with  the  c. mis,  who  tell  them  the  cause  of  the 
sicknesp.  ' 

16.  When  the  Buhuitihu  goes  to  visit  a  sick  person,  hn 
smears  his  face  with  aoot  or  powdered  charcoal.  He  wraps 
up  nome  small  bonen  and  a  bit  of  flesh,  which  he  conceals' in 
his  :.  louth.  The  sick  man  is  purged  with  cohaba.  The 
doctor  sits  down  in  the  house,  ailer  turning  out  all  children 
and  others,  so  that  only  one  or  two  remain  with  him  and  the 
sick  person,  who  must  all  remain  silent.  After  many  mum- 
ming tricks  *,  the  Buhuitihu  lights  a  torch  and  begins  a  mys-' 
tic  song.  He  then  turns  the  sick  man  twice  about,  pin^^es 
his  thighs  and  legs,  descending  by  degrees  to  the  feet,  and 
draws  hard  as  if  pulling  something  away ;  then  going  to  the 
door  he  says,  *'  bej>onc  to  the  sea  or  the  mountains,  or  whi- 
ther thou  wilt,"  and  giving  a  blast  as  if  he  bK  w  something 
away,  turns  round  clapping  his  hands  together,  which  tremble 
as  It'  with  coki,  and  stmts  his  mouth.  After  this  he  blows  on 
his  hands  as  if  wuk-ming  them,  then  draws  in  his  breath  as  if 
sucking  something,  and  sucks  the  sick  mans  neck,  stomach, 
shoulders,  jaws,  breast,  belly,  and  other  parts  of  his  l?ody. 
This  done  he  coughs  and  makes  wry  faces  as  if  he  had  swal- 
lowed something  ;ery  bitter,  and  pulls  from  his  mouth  what 
he  had  beibre  concealed  there,  stone,  flesh,  bone,  or  whatever 
that  may  have  been.  If  any  thing  eatable,  he  alleges  that 
the  sick  man  had  eaten  this  which liad  occasioned  his  disor- 
der, pretending  it  had  beeil  put  in  by  the  cemi  because  he 
had  not  been  sufliciently  devout,  and  that  he  must  huild  a 
temple  to  the  cemi,  or  give  him  some  offering.  If  a  stone,  he 
desires  it  to  be  carefully  preserved,  wrapped  up  in  wtton  and 
deposited  in  a  basket.  On  solemn  days  when  they  provide 
much  food,  whether  fish,  flesh,  or  any  other,  they  put  it  all 
first  into  the  house  of  their  cemi,  that  the  idol  mliy  eat. 

17.  If  the  patient  die  and  has  many  friends  or  was  lord 
of  a  territory,  so  that  the  family  dare  contend  uith  the  Bu- 
huitihu, and  are  disposed  to  be  revenged  for  the  losi;  of  their 
friend,  they  proceed  as  follows ;  but  mean  people  dare  not 
opp.>se  these  iugglers.  They  take  the  juice  of  an  herb  called 
gueio  or  zachon,  with  which  they  mix  the  parings  of  the 

2  Some  of  these  are  so  unintelligibly  retafedj  oWing  to  Ignorance  in  the 
W^nslator,  t)iat  it  w;re  unneceswry  to  insert  them  in  this  pUce.— £. 
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de^  maiik.  nails  and  the  hair  of  his  forehead  reduced  to  pow- 
der, and  pour  this  mixture  down  the  dead  mans  throat  or 
nostrils,  asking  him  whether  the  Buhuitihu  were  the  cause 
of  Ills  death,  and  whether  he  observed  order?  repeating 
this  question  sevRf  imes  till  be  speaks  as  plain  as  if  he  were 
aliye,  so  that  he  ^  i  nriwers  to  all  they  ask,  informing  them 
that  the  BuhuitiHu  «iid  not  obserre  due  order  in  his  treat- 
ment, or  tluit  he  had  occasioned  his  death.  It  «>  said  that 
the  Buhuitihu  then  asks  him  whether  he  is  alive,  and  how 
he  comes  to  qieak  so  plain,  to  which  he  answers  that  he  is  ac- 
tually dead.  After  this  strange  interrogatory,  they  restore 
the  body  to  the  grave.  There  is  another  mode  of  conjuration 
on  similar  occasions.  The  dead  body  is  thrown  into  a  vio- 
lent fire,  and  covered  up  with  earth  like  a  charcoal  fumacet 
and  then  questioned  ar  before.  In  this  case  the  dead  body 
ipves  ten  distinct  sntiwiars  and  no  more.  When  the  fire  is 
uncovered  the  smoke  proceeds  into  the  house  of  the  Buhuiti- 
hu, who  &Us  sick  in  consequence  and  is  covered  all  over 
with  sores,  so  that  his  entire  skin  comes  cSL  This  is,  taken  as 
a  sure  siffn  that  the  deceased  had  not  been  orderly  treated^ 
and  the  kindred  conspire  to  be  revenged  on  the  Buhuitihu  K 

18.  After  this  the  kindred  of  the  dead  man  way-lay  the 
Buhuitihu,  and  break  his  legs,  arms,  and  head  with  rqpeated 
blows  of  heavy  cliibs  till  they  leave  him  for  dead.  They  al- 
lege that  during  the  night  tne  poor  battered  Buhuitihu  is 
visited  by  numa«us  snakes,  white,  black,  green,  and  variegated« 
which  lick  his-fiKe,  body,  andfiractured  members  till  the  Donee 
knit  together  again,  when  he  sets  up  and  walks  to  his  own 
house,  pretending  that  the  cemis  had  restored  him.     Enrar* 

Sid  at  the  disappointment  of  their  intended  revenge,  the 
ndred  again  assuuh  him  at  the  first  opportunity,  putting 
out  his  eyes  and  emasculating  him,  without  which  previous 
(meration  it  alleged  that  a  Buhuitihu  cannot  be  lulled  bj 
the  bastinado.  i$^ 

19.  The  cemis  of  wood  are  thus  made.  A  person  trfl^ 
veiling  sees  some  tree  that  seems  to  move  or  shake  its  roots, 
on  which  in  great  alarm  he  asks  who  is  there  ?  To  Uiis  the 
tree  answers  that  such  or  such  a  Buhuitihu  knows  and  will 
':iform.  The  astonished  traveller  applies  to  the  conjurer, 
who  repairs  to  the  spot,  where  he  takes  cogiaba  or  the  intoxi- 
cating powder  formerly  mentioned,  then  standing  up  addres- 
ses 


3  The  poor  anchorite  relatei  alt  these  abiurditiet  gravelf,  u  actually  pro* 
ceeding  from  sorcery.— £.  9 
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t0(i  the  tree  with  many  titleii  as  if  aome  great  lord;  then  asks 
hHm>  it  »,  what  he  does  there,  why  he  sent  for  hun,  and  what 
he  would  have  him  do^  whether  he  deaires  to  be  oat|  whether 
he  will  accompanv  him,  where  he  will  be  canied,  and  if  « 
house  is  to  be  bidlt  and  OMlowed  for  hir-  reception  i  Hvt* 
ing  received  satislactory  ^swers,  the  tree  is  ctttdo#nand 
formed  into  a  cemi,  for  which  a  house  is  built  /  .d  endowed^ 
and  cogiaba  or  religious  ceremonies  performed  there  at  cer- 
tain tated  dmes.  Tlie  stone  ceinis  are  of  several  sorts, 
some  being  Ot.  "e  stones  which  the  lluhuitihus  pre^eod  to  take 
frbm  the  bodies  of  ^he  sick,  as  before  related. 

V/hea  Ae  natives  wish  to  ktiow  if  they  ar^  to  be  victorious 
in  war,  the  great  men  of  the  district  consult  thetavourite 
cemi,  no  others  being  admitted  ihto  the  house  or  templei 
The  principal  chief  snufis  cogiaba,  and  makes  9  long  address 
to  the  idol.  Then  stands  a  while  with  his  heed  turned  round 
resting  his  arms  on  his  knees,  after  which  fookinff  up^to  hea* 
ven  he  relates  the  vision  he  has  seen,  pretending  to  have 
conversed  with  the  ceini,  and  delivers  his  favonratne  or  un- 
&vottrab]e  responses,  aecordina;  as  it  ^  havci  struck  hw 
ima^ation  during  the  fit  of  mloaucatiou  produced  by  the 
to^aba. 

20. — 24  \  I'he  ccjnis  have  various  name;*,  one  was  called 
Baidrama,  which  is  said  to  have  been  a  burnt  dead  body  re« 
stored  to  shape  by  having  beto  washed  in  the  juice  of  giuca. 
Corocose  is  the  name  of  another,  which  n  said  to  have  re- 
ilHoved  itself  from  a  house  that  was  on  fire  to  another  dwelling, 
and  used  to  cohabit  with  the  wom^.  Opwielguoviran  t& 
said  to  have  had  four  feet  like  a  dog,  and  when  the  Christ- 
ians caine  to  the  islaiid  ran  away  into  a  morass  and  disap- 
peared. Ouabancex  is  said  to  have  been  a  female  c«ni  and 
to  raise  i>torms,  being  accompanied  by  two  inferiors ;  Guar 
taniva,  WL.i)  summoned  the  other  cemis  to  aid  in  raising  the 
intended  storm,  and  Ctiatrischie  who  gathered  the  waters  of 
inundations  in  the  mountains  and  then  let  tliem  loose  to  de- 
stroy the  country.  Farai];uvaol  is  the  name  of  another  that 
used  oiien  to  escape  from  its  temple. 

25.  Cazziva  a  former  cacique  instituted  a  fast  or  absti- 
nence of  six  or  seven  days,  which  the  natives  still  practise. 

They 

-+ 

4  In  thU  paragraph,  marked  so — S4.  the  substance  oi  five  prolix  chap- 
tws  by  F,  Roman  ^  con^reiteJ.— E. 
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They  shut  thenuelves  up  during  that  period,  without  udng 
any  food  excost  the  jujce  of  certain  herbs*  in  which  thev 
likewise  wash  ttiemselvesr  and  become  ap  weak  that  they  see  vi- 
sions and  get  revelations.  Giocauvtighama,  a  cemi,  is  said  to 
have  rev^ued  to  Ca^ziva  that  whoever  survived  him  would 
soon  be  subdued  by  a  clothed  people  who  were  to  arrive  in 
the  island  and  wouk)  rule  over  and  kill  them.  This  they 
first  thought  was  to  have  been  done  by  the  Canibals  or  Ca^ 
ribs,  but  uiey  only  plundered  and  fled ;  and  they  now  beheved 
that  the  prophecy  referrcfd  to  the  Christians. 

When  I  was  at  the  fort  Madalena  with  Arriaga  the  governor, 
it  pleased  God  to  give  the  light  of  the  faith  to  a  whole  fami- 
ly of  that  province  of  jSIaroris,  consisting  of  sixteen  persons 
aJl  relaitions,  five  of  whom  were  brothers.  The  first  of  these 
who  was  baptised  was  Guaticaua,  named  John  in  bt^tism, 
who  suffered  a  crud  death  and  in  my  opinion  died  a  martyr, 
crying  out  Dio  aboridacha,  I  am  Gods  servant.  Another  of 
these  orothers  was  named  Anthony,  and  died  equally  a  Chri»- 
tian.  I  afterwtf  ds  resided  with  a  cacique  named  Guarionex 
neai^  two  years,  who  at  first  seemed  much  disposed  to  be- 
come a  Christian,  desiring  to  be  taught  the  raternoster. 
Creed,  and  other  Christian  prayers,  but  he  fell  off  by  the  per- 
suasions of  some  of  the  other  principal  people.  1  thence 
repaired  to  another  cacique  named  Mauiatue  who  evinced  a 
favourable  inclination  to  become  a  Christian  ^  and  on  our 
way  we  lefl  some  religious  pictures  in  a  hoijue  for  the  use  of 
the  catechumens,  for  them  to  kneel  and  pray  before.  Two 
days  after  we  were  gone  six  Indians  came  to  that  house  of 
prayer  by  order  of  Guarionex,  took  away  the  pictures  by 
force,  threw  them  down,  covered  them  witn  earth,  and  pissed 
upon  them,  saying  *'  Now  you  will  see  what  fruit  they  will 
yield." 

26.  Don  Bartholomew  Columbus,  then  governor  for  his 
t>rother  who  was  gone  to  Spain,  proceeded  against  these  im- 
pious men  and  burnt  them.  Some  days  afterwards  the  owner 
of  the  field  in  which  the  picturjss  had  been  buried,  went  to  dig 
up  his  agis,  which  are  roots  soifie  like  turnips  and  some  Uke 
radishes,  and  in  the  very  spot  ipund  two  or  three  of  these  roots 
grown  in  the  shape  of  a  cross.  Phis  was  found  by  the  mother 
of  Guarionex,  the  worst  woman  in  those  parts,  who  considered 
the  circumstance  as  a  great  miracle  shewn  by  God :  God 
knows  to  what  end  I 

The  ishmd  is  much  in  need  of  people  to  punish  the  ca- 
ciques, who  refuse  to  allow  their  dependants  to  be  instructed  in 
the 
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the  fiuth.  Some  are  easily  instructed  that  there  is  but  One 
God  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  wkaik  with  others  force  ai^ 
ingenuity  must  be  used ;  for  scnne  bei^n  well  and  have  a  bet* 
ter  end,  while  others  begin  well  and  then  fall  off,  with  ivhom 
there  u  need  of  force  and  iwnishment  I  know  a  principal 
cacique  named  Mahuviativire  who  has  continued  three  years 
in  his  good  purpose,  desiring  to  be  a  Christian,  and  to  have 
but  one  wife ;  whereas  many  have  two  or  three,  and  the  prin- 
cipal caciques  twenty  or  tlWrty.  May  it  please  God,  if  my 
endeavours  turn  to  hi»  good  service,  to  enable  me  to  perse- 
vere i  and  if  it  must  fall  out  otherwise  to  deprive  me  of  un- 
derstanding. 

Here  ends  the  voork  of  the  poor  Anchorite^ 

Soman  Pane, 


I 


Section  VIII. 
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The  Admiral  returns  to  Spaing  from  his  Sedond  f^cj/age. 

Having  reduced  the  island  to  peace  and  order,  and  having 
completed  the  town  of  Isabella,  and  built  three  forts  in  difi^r- 
ent  places  to  protect  the  Christians,  the  admiral  resolved  to 
return  into  Spain  to  acquaint  their  Catholic  majesties  with  se- 
veral matters  which  he  considered  to  be  important :  but  especi- 
ally because  he  had  learnt  that  many  malicious  and  envious 
persons  had  given  false  information  at  court  respecting  the 
affairs  of  the  Indies,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  dishonour  of 
him  and  his  brothers.  For  these  reasons  he  embarked  on 
Thursday  the  tenth  of  March  1496,  with  225  Spaniards  and 
thirty  Indians  in  two  (iaravels,  the  Santa  Cruz  and  the  Nina, 
and  sailed  from  Isabella  about  day-breiak.  Holding  his  courue 
eastwards  along  the  coast,  he  lost  sight  of  the  eastern  point 
of  Hispaniola  on  Tuesday  the  twenty-eieoond  of  March,  keep« 
ing  an  easterly  direction  as  far  as  the  wind  would  permit  j 
but  the  wind  for  the  most  part  continuing  from  the  east,  and 
provisions  falling  short,  by  which  the  men  were  much  dis- 
couraged, he  deviated  southwards  towards  the  Caribbee  is- 
lands, and  anchored  at  Marigolante  on  Saturday  the  ninth  of 
April.  Although  it  was  not  his  custom  to  set  sail  from  any 
port  of  a  Sunday,  yet  as  his  men  muttered,  saying  that  when 
m  want  of  food  it  was  not  necessary  to  keep  so  strictly  to  the 
observation  of  particular  days,  he  werefore  set  sail  next  day. 
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He  next  anchored  at  the  island  of  Guadaloope  and  sent  the 
iMmts  on  shore  well  arnfl^  These  were  oppoied  by  a  gtwU 
number  of  women,  whii^^ame  out  of  a  wood  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows  and  decorated  with  feathers ;  seeing  whom  the 
peofrie  in  the  boats  kept  idodj  4|l  sent  two  women  of  Hie- 
paniola  en  shove  by  swimmint^to  parley  with  the  natives  i 
who,  utidentanding  that  the  Christians  only  desired  to  have 

EroVisioUs  in  exchange  for  such  commodities  as  they  had  to 
srter,  desired  them  to  go  with  their  ships  to  the  north  side 
of  the'  island  where  their  husbands  then  were,  who  would  fur- 
nish them  with  what  they  wanted.  The  ships  did  accor- 
dingly, and  sailing  close  to  the  shore  saw  abundance  of  peo- 
ple, who  came  down  to  the  sea-side  and  discharged  their  ar> 
mwB  in  vain  against  our  people,  setting  up  loud  cries,  but 
their  weapons  alffell  short  When  our  boats  well  armed  and 
full  of  men  drew  n -ar  the  shore,  the  Indians  retired  into  an 
ambush,  whence  they  sallied  forth  to  hinder  our  people  from 
landing  $  but  terrified  by  some  discharges  of  cannon  from  the 
■hips,  they  fled  into  the  woods,  abandoning  their  houses  und 
goods,  when  the  Christians  took  and  destroyed  all  they  found. 
BdngMquainted  with  the  Indian  method  of  making  bread, 
Aey  fell  to  woric  and  made  enough  to  supply  their  want,  as 
th^  ibund  abundance  of  materials '.  ' 

-  Among  other  things  which  they  found  in  the  Indian  houses 
oin  this  iMsnd,  were  parrots,  honey,  wax,  and  iron,  of  wnidi 
hM  they  had  hatchets'  :  and  they  likewise  found  looma  like 
those  used  in  Europe  for  weaving  tapestry  7,  in  which  the  n»* 
tivea  weave  their  tents.  Their  houses,  instead  of  the  ordinary 
tttUtad  forms  which  had  been  hitherto  met  with  in  the  West  In- 
dies, were  squnre ;  and  in  one  of  them  the  Spaniards  found  the 
arm  of  b  man  roasting  at  a  fire  upon  a  spit  While  the  bread 
Was  making,  the  admiral  dispatched  forty  men  into  the  eountry 
to  examine  into  Its  nature  and  prodoctions,  who  returned 
next  day  with  ten  women  and  three  boys  all  the  rest  of  the 
natives  having  fled  into  the  woods.  One  of  these  women  was 
the  wife  of  a  cacique,  who  was  exceedingly  niroUe  and  had 

been 

5  Though  noit  exprstted  in  the  text,  these  were  probaUjr  tiie  msn'co  roott 
of  which  the  cassada  bread  ia  made.— B 

,  6  It  it  singular  that  the  author  should  not  have  endeavoured  to  account 
for  the  origin  of  these  iron  harchets ;  probably  procurM  in  the  piundering 
excursions  of  these  Garib  natives  of  Guadaloupe  from  Hispaniola.— E. 

7  This  surely  meana  ao  aott  thaa  that  tbsir  rods  loonu  wtrs  ufHright 
«r  perpendicular.— £. 
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•been  taken  with  very  areat  diffico^y  by  a  man  of  the  Cans- 
^fl^ :    She  m^^  «ven  rave  got  froifhini,  but  obiemng  him 

^pbe alone  At  thought  to  have tflllm  him,  and  closad  with 
him  for  that  parpoae,  and  even  got  him  down  and  had  idnMNt 
atifled  hinii  naa  not  son^^^ers  of  the  Christians  oome  to 
his  aid.  l%e  lejis  of  thml^women  are  swathed  with  Gottmi 
cloth  from  die  ande  to  the  Ibiee,  which  gives  diem  a  very 
thick  appearance ;  and  they  gird  these  omamenti^  idiidi  they 
call  Coirot  and  consider  as  very  genteel,  sotightty  that  the  ic^ 
(Kfipean  very  thin  when  they  happen  to  slip  off'.  The  same 
sw^hs  are  used  both  by  men  and  women  in  Jamaica  upon  the 
smallier  parts  of  thdr  arms  up  to  the  armpits,  similar  to  die 
old-fiwhioned  sleeves  in  Spain. 

Tlie  women  of  this  island  were  excessively  fat,  insomodi 
diat  some  were  thidcn'  than  a  man  ooiiild  grasp  round ;  they 
all  wear  their  hair  long  and  loose  upon  their  shoulders,  nor 
do  the^oever  any  part  of  their  bodies  except  iM  before  men- 
tionetC  As  soon  as  their  children  can  use  their  limbs,  they 
frive  them  bows  and  arrows  that  they  may  learn  to  shoot. 
The  woman  who  made  so  much  resistance  said  diat  the  island 
was  only  inhabited  by  women,  and  that  those  who  madede« 
monstrations  of  hindering  the  landing  of  our  men  were  all 
women,  except  four  men  who  had  come  there  accidentally 
from  another  island ;  for  at  certain  times  of  the  year  the  men 
come  from  the  other  islands  to  sport  and  cohabit  with  the  wo- 
men of  this.  Hie  same  customs  were  followed  by  the  Women 
in  another  island,  called  Matrimonio  or  the  Island  of  Matri- 
mony, and  this  woman  gave  an  account  of  these  islanders  simi- 
iar  to  what  we  read  concerning  the  Amazons ;  and  the  admiral 
believed  it  because  of  the  strength  and  couraae  of  these  women'. 
It  is  also  said  that  these  women  seemed  to  nave  clearer  under- 
standings than  those  of  the  other  islands ;  for  in  the  other  is- 
lands they  only  reckon  the  day  by  the  sun  and  the  nights  by 
the  moon,  whereas  these  women  reckon^  by  other  stars,  £ay- 

ing 

8  The  probable  uie  of  these  swaths  may  have  been  to  defend  the  legs  ia 
forcing  their  way  through  the  thorny  brakes  of  the  forests. — £. 

9  The  author  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  he  had  only  a  little  before 
mentioned  this  very  woman  as  the  wife  of  a  cacique,  lie  absurd  notion  of 
these  women  being  Amaions  probably  proceeded  from  the  Spaniards  not  un- 
derstanding the  lainguage  of  these  islanders,  who  appear  to  have  been  Caribs. 
The  truth  seems  tp  have  been  that  during  the  long  absences  of  their  husbands 
in  piratical  and  plundering  excursions  to  the  other  islands,  these  Carib  women 
were  driven  to  the  necetuty  of  providing  for  their  own  defence.— E.       ^ 


'« 


144 


Dftcoaery  o/jtmefiea       part  ii.  book  tf. 


ing  that  it  is  time  to  do  such  and  such  things  wlien  the  gr^ 
beoir  or  certain  other  sdBt,  as  it  may  be,  are  due  north.    '  |^ 

When  they  hnd  madlPprovision  of  bread  for  twenty  days 
besides  what  they  had  on  board^^e  admiral  resolved  to  con- 
tinue his  voyage  into  l^in.  BflTconsidering  that  ^o  island 
of  Guadabupe  was  an  inlet  to  oflPs,  he  thought  fit  to  send  all 
the  women  on  shore,  having  first  made  them  some  gills  in 
compensatnn  of  the  loss  they  had  sustained ;  except  the  chief 
lady,  who  chose  to  go  into  Smun  with  her  dauffhter  along 
with  the  other  Indians  from  Hispaniola.  One  of  these  was 
Caunabo,  the  chief  cacique  of  tnat  island  in  the  late  distnr- 
bances,  who  was  himself  a  Carib  and  not  a  native  of  that  is- 
land. Having  furnished  all  the  vessels  with  bread,  wood, 
and  water,  the  admiral  set  sail  on  Wednesday  the  twentieth 
of  .^nril  firom  Ouadaloupe,  with  the  wind  very  scant,  keeping 
near  the  latitude  of  twenty-two  d^reiis  north :  as  at  this 
time  they  had  not  found  out  the  method  of  runfthig  away 
north  to  meet  the  S.  W.  winds.  t 

Havinff.made  but  little  way  and  the  ships  being  full  of  peo- 
ple, they  began  by  the  twentieth  of  May  to  be  much  afilicted 
with  scarcity  of  provisions,  insomuch  that  they  were  reduced 
to  an  allowance  of  six  ounces  of  bread  and  less  than  a  pint  of 
water,  for  each  person  daily,  and  had  no  other  article  elf'  pro- 
vuon  besides.  Though  there  were  eight  or  nine  pilots  in  the 
two  ships,  yet  none  of  them  knew  whereabout  they  were, 
but  the  admiral  was  confident  that  they  were  then  only  a  little 
west  of  (he  Azores,  whweof  he  gives  the  following  ai^unt  in 
his  journak  if»joi  •         ii 

"  This  niorning  the  Dutch  compasses  varied  as  they  used  to 
do  a  whole  point,  while  those  of  Genoa,  which  used  to  agree 
with  them,  varied  but  a  very  little,  though'  afterwards  sailing 
farther  east  they  varied  more,  which  is  a  sign  that  we  were 
100  leagues  west  of  the  Azores  or  somewhat  more;  for 
when  we  were  just  100  leagues  there  were  only  a  few  scattered 
weeds  to  be  eeen,  the  Dutch  needles  varying  a  point  while 
those  of  Genoa  pointed  due  north ;  and  when  we  got  some- 
what farther  EL  N.  £.  they  altered  again.*'  I'his  idea  Was  ve- 
rified on  the  twenty-second  of  May,  when  by  exact  reckoning 
the  admiral  found  that  he  was  100  leagues  to  the  west  of  the 
Azores.  He  was  much  astonished  at  this  singular  difference 
between  the  two  kinds  of  compasses,  which  he  was  disposed 
to  attribute  to  their  having  been  made  by  different  kinds  of 
loadstones ;  for  until  they  had  arrived  at  that  longitude  they 
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ftU  varied  ft  point  from  Uie  true  north,  and  tome  of  tfacmoon- 
tioued  to  do  so  eren  there,  while  thdbRcpnitnicted  at  Genoa, 
ti§w  |iointed  due  north,  and  the  muriPkvuiarkable  diaorepancy 
continued  upon  the  twcntv-fourth  of  May. 

They  thus  continued  th|fL  coune,  all  the  pibta  goins  on 
with  blind  confidence,  till^Kk  NVeduaeduy  thsi*  bth  of  June 
they  came  in  Kiuht  of  Odemira,  between  Lisbon  and  Cape  iSt 
Vincent  i  but  the  admiral,  confident  that  they  were  near  that 
cape,  slackened  sail  the  night  before,  though  laughed  at  b/ 
many,  ttome  affirming  tliat  they  were  hi  the  English  channel, 
while  those  who  erred  leant  believed  themselves  on  the  coast 
of  Oalicia.    The  scarcity  was  now  become  nu  great  that  many 
objected  to  shortening  .-^ail,  alleging  that  it  were  bettor  tu  run 
^the  risk  of  perishing  at  once  by  running  on  shore  than  to 
^starve  miserably  on  the  sea ;  and  many,  like  the  cunibals,  were 
for  eating  the  Indians  who  where  on  board,  or  at  least  were 
for  throvyiog  them  overboard,  on  purpose  to  make  some  small 
saving  of  the  provisions  which  remained  {  and  this  would  cer* 
tainly  have  t)een  done  if  the  admiral  had  not  exerteil  his  whole 
.authority  to  save  them,  &»  human  creatures  who  ougiitiiQt  to 
be  worse  used  than  the  re^t.     At  length  it  pleased  God  to  r^ 
ward  him  with  the  sight  of  land  in  the  morning,  according 
to  his  promise  the  preceding  evening ;  tor  which  he  was  ever 
i  afterwards  considered  by  the  seamen  as  most  expert  and  almo6t 
>prophetical  in  maritime  affairs^  j u  mi!  i   >    t 

.    Having  landed  in  Spain  the  admiral  went  to  Burgos,  where 
he  was  very  favourably  received  by  their  Catholic  majesties, 
(who  were  then  at  that  place  celebrating  the  marriage  of  th^ir 
,son  Prince  John  with  Margaret  of  Austria,  daughter  of  the 
Emperor   Maximilian.    That  princess  was  conducted  into 
Spain  with  great  splendour,  and  received  by  most  oS,  the  no- 
bility and  by  the  greatest  concourse  of  persons  of  qualitv  that 
ever  bad  been  seen  together  in   Spain.     But  thoi^  t   v  .s 
present  on  the  occasion  as  page  bo  prince  John,  I  shaii  iiot 
V    enter  into  the  particulars  of  tnis  solemnity,  since  it  does  not 
,#  belong  to  the  history  I  have  undertaken  to  write,  and  because 
the  ruval  historiographers  will  have  doubtless  taken  care  to  re- 
cord this  event.  •.    )    :  .iH: 

On  his  arrival  at  Burgos,  the  admiral  presented  their  ma- 

jestiesi  with  many  curious  specimens  of  the  productions  of  tUe 

Indies,  as  birds,  beasts,  trees,  plants,  instruments,'  and  other 

things  used  by  the  Indiansi  in  dieir  employments  and  amuse- 

>mcnts ;  also  girdles,  and  masks,  having  ears  and  eyes  made  of 
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gcdd  (ilates }  lil(ewise  yrith  much  gold  dust»  Mnali  and  gross  as 

I)roduced  by  natiire,.H|ae  <^the  graiiw  as  big  ai  vetoh«B,  aetftfi 
ike  beans,  and.  ic^en^i  kurge  as  piceons  ^gs.    These  hlO^, 
then  so  much  admired,  ;vere  not  a&rwanu  so  much  valued, 
as  in  progtcss  of  time  lqiifi|>s  JJI^igoMl  have  been  found  which 
weighed  above  thirty  pounus|Wiiit  they  were  then  held  in 
high  estimation  in '  prospect  of  great  future  hopes,  and  were 
Tecdved  in  flood  part  by  their  mmestiesi    AVhen  the  adj^oiral 
had  given  them  am  account  of  all  that  neemed  to  him  neces- 
,  sary  for  improving  and  peopling  the  Indies,  he  was  very  de-> 
sirous  to  return  thither  with  all  speed,  lest  some  disaster  might 
happen  during  his  absence,  considering  that  he  had.leH;  the 
colony  ilk  gfeat  want  of  necessaries ;  ami  though  he  strongly 
solicited  and  pressed  the  necessity  of  speedy  succours,  such 
was  the  teditrusness  afld  delav  of  business  in  that  court,  that 
ten  or  twelve  months  elapsed  before  he  could  procure  the 
equipment  of  two  ships,  which  were  sent  out  ioi.Februai'y 
1408,  tiiider  the  command  of  Pedro  Fernandez  Coronel.. .  -. 
The  admiral  remained  at  court  to  solicit  the  appointment 
of  such  a  fleet  Os  hn  considered  to  be  necessary  for  lus  return 
to  the  Indies.    But  he  was  forced  to  remain  above  a  year  at 
Burgos  an4  MedW  del  Gbmpo,  whete  in  Ihe  year^  14)d7  their 
maiesties  granted  him  many  fovours,  an^  oave  the  necessary 
ordors  for  expediting  his  i^flBur»,  and  for  ma  settlement  and 
government  of  the  Indies.     These  I  here  mention  to  shew 
thit  their  Ct^hoUc  migetiieB  werestil}  ready  to  aokiiowJedee 
and  rewat4  his  services  and  merit;  though  they  afterwords 
sthered  gi^eatly  in  this  respect^  through  the  folse  information 
and  i^camialous  insinuations  of  mali^iousand  envious  persons, 
isoas'to  ilermitgVDss  wrongl*  to-be  donehim, os  wUl  after^ 
wards  appear.-''  v.'  i>yyi^>>"i  j-'fiii  /ujoau-jirjij  3i.M;t  liiiv.'  ."j.4i«i 
Having  at  length  prbcured  the  necessary  oxdei^  he  |!lro- 
ceededt|(^  Seville,  and  th^re  the  iitting  out  of  his  fleet  was  rer 
tarded  ve^  un^rofitably  through  the  nurlig^ce  and  ill  ma- 
tMgemen^  of  the  ptibUc  officers,  especially  Ji^n  do  Fonseca, 
the  archdeacon  of   Seville,  who  was  afterwards  i  bishop  of 
Burgos,  and  always  was  a  bitter  enemy  Co  the  adiniral  and  his 
af&irs,  and  became  the  chief  leader  among  those  who  after- 
wards brought'him  ihtodtsgracewttb  thdr  Catholic  iiiiyesties. 
While  engaged  at  Seville  in  superintending  theequipm^t, 
that  my  brother  and  I  m^t  not  sufier  by  the  delfiys,  we 
having  both  served  as  page!  toJ^rince  JoIin»  who  was  mow 
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4ead,  he  sent:  us  back  to  court  in  Nc^onber  1497  to  serve  im| 
|i|||tes  t0  her  majesty  Qiieen  Isabella  ll^j^Joyiofls  memorj.       < 
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Jideoant  qf  the  Admirals  third  Vdymget  during  •uAichhe  discch^ 

;  vcred  the  Continent  of  Faria ;  with  the  eccurrenees  to  his 

arrival  in  Hispuniola,      .;i  j«ii«  '  j  \o 

The  admiral  forwarded  the  equipment  of  this  expedition 
with  all  possible  care,  and  set  sail  from  the  bay  of  San  Lupai^ 
de  Barameda  on  the  thirtieth  of  May  1498,  havins  siix  ships' 
loaded  with  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  relief  of 
the  colonists  in  Hispaniola,  and  for  the  farther  settlement*  and 
peopling  of  that  island*.  On  the  seventh  of  June  he  arrived 
at  the  islalld  of  Puerto.  Santo,  where  he  heard  mass^and 
took  in  wood  and  water  and  other  necessaries,  yet  he  sailed 
that  same  night  for  Madeira,  where  he  arrived  on  Sunday  the 
ninth  of  June,  and  was  couiteoosly  received  and  •  entertained 
at  FunchaJ  by  the  governor  of  the  island.  He  remained 
In  this  place  until  Saturday  the  fifteenth  of  June,  pntvid'' 
ing  all  numncr  of  refreshments,  and  arrived  at  Gomera  on 
Wednesday  the  nineteenth  of  the  same  month.  At  tiiispUied 
there  was  a  French  ship  which,  had  captured  three  Spanista[ 
vessels^  on  seeing  the  admirals  squadron,  the  Frenchman 
stood  out  to  sea  with  two  of  his  prunes:  and  the  admiral  «ui>^ 
posing  them  to  be  three  merchant  vessds  whioh  mistook  bis 
s^^ia^on  for  French,  took  no  cere  to  pursue  till  too  late^  and 
wbdu  uformed  of  what  they  were,  he  acnt  three  of  his  ships 
in  pursuit  but  they  got  dear  off.  They  might  have  carried^ 
^way  the  third  prize  likewise,  if  they  had  not  abandoned  heit 
in  the  ponstemation  they  were  in  on  first  noticing  our  fleet } 
so  that  there  being  ohiy  four  Frenchmen  on  board  and  six 
Spaniards  belonging  to  her  original  crew,  the  Spaniards  on 
seeing  assistance  at  hand,  dapt  the  Frenchmen  under  the 
hatches  and  returned  into  port,  where  the  vessel  was  restored 
to  her  former  master.  The  admiral  would  have  executed  thes« 
French  prisoners  as  pirates,  but  that  Don  Alvaro  de  Lugo  th# 
governor  interceded  for  them,  that  they  might  be  given  in 
exchange  for  six  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  been  carried  away« 
,  The  admiral  sailed  from  Gomera  for  Ferro  on  Thursday 
the  twenty-first  of  June,  whence  he  resolved  to  send  three  of 
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bis  ships  direct  toHiinara^iola,  and  going  with  the  rest  to  t^ 
islands  of  Cab5  Vcrc^b  sail  directly  over  from  thenc0f|(l 
discover  the  continintF^He  therefore  appointed  a  captain  to 
each  of  the  ships  which  he  sfnt  ^^Hispaniola.  One  of  those 
was  Pedro  de  Arana,  cousui  mB^  Arana  who  died  in  His- 
paniola,  the  second  was  -  Alonl^Sanchez  de  Caravajal,  and 
the  thiiti  his  own  kinsman  John  Anthony  Colnmbus.  To 
these  ciptftins  he  gave  particular  instructions  for  the  conduct 
of  their  voyage,  directing  that  each  of  them  shbuld  have  the 
command  a  week  in  his  turn.  Having  dispatched  these  three 
ships  for  Hispaniola,  he  set  out  with  the  other  three  for  the 
i  Cape  Verde  islands ;  hut  the  climate  he  was  then  entering  upon 
being  unhealthy  at  that  season,  he  had  a  terrible  fit  of  the 
ffout  in  one  leg,  and  four  day^.  afterwards  he  fell  into  a  violent 
fever ;  but,  notwithstanding  this  sickness  he  was  still  himselff 
and  diligently  observed  the  course  made  by  the  ship,  the  alter- 
ation of  the  weather,  and  all  other  circurastan^  as  in  his 
^      first  voyage. 

^%^    On  the  twen^-fifth  June  he  discovered  the  island  de  Sal» 
lOne  of  the  Cape  Verdes,  and  passing  it  he  came  to  another  very 
hnproperJy  named  Bona  vista,  which  signifies  good  prospect, 
yet  the  place  is  dull  and  wretched.    Here  he  cast  anchor  in  a 
channel  near  a  small  island  in  which  there  are  six  or  seven 
houses  M>pointed  lor  persons  who  are  afflicted  with  the  le- 
prosy, who  come  there  to  be  cured.    And  as  sailors  rejoice 
wlM-n  they  discover  land,   so  do  these  wretches  much  more 
when  they  discover  any  fkip ;  wherefore  they  immediately  ran 
down  to  the  bhore  to  speak  with  the  people  whom  the  admira} 
ient  on  shore  to  take  in  water  and  salt.    There  are  likewip« 
i^undance  of  goats  in  that  island.     Understanding  that  our 
people  were  Spaniards,  the  Portuguese  who  had  charge  of  this 
island  for  the  owner  went  on  board  (o  wait  upon  the  admiral, 
>4ind  made  offer  of  every  assistance  in  his  power,  for  which 
the  admiral  thanked  him  and  ordered  him  to  be  well  treated, 
and  to  have  some  provisions  given  him,  for  by  reason  of  the 
barrenne&v  of  the  island  the  inhabitants  live  very  miserably. 
Being  desirous  to  know  what  methods  were  used  for  curing 
tlie  leprosy,  this  man  told  the  admiral  that  the  excellent  tem- 
perature of  the  air  was  one  principal  cause,  and  the  next  tlie 
diet  of  the  infected  i  for  there  came  to  this  island  vast  num- 
bers of  turtle?,  on  which  the  sick  chiefly  feed,  and  anoint  them- 
selves with  the  blood  of  these  animals,  und  are  by  these  means 
speedily  cured  ;  but  that  such  as  are  born  with  the  di&tcmpcr 
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aNtJIonger  of  being  cured.  The  reagp  assigned  for  the  great 
]i«etoben  of  turtle  was,  that  the  shoqp  of  the  island  being  all 
sandy,  these  creatures  resort  thither  fifirni  the  west  coast  of 
Africa  in  the  months  of  Juatt.  July,  and  Angtist,  to  deposit 
their  eggs.  They  are  mostly|P|arge  as  an  ordinary  target,  and 
come  every  night  on  shore  to  eleep  and  to  lay  their  eggs  in 
the  sand.  The  people  go  along  the  shore  at  nij^t  witn  lan- 
terns and  other  lights,  seeking  the  tracks  which  the  turtle 
leaves  in  the  sand,  which  they  follow  till  they  find  the  animal, 
which  being  tired  with  the  exertion,  sleeps  so  soundly  as  not 
to  waken  on  their  approach.  Having  found  a  turtle  it  is  turn- 
ed on  its  back,  and  without  doing  any  more  harm  they  go  on 
to  seek  more,  which  are  treated  m  the  same  manner.  Having 
got  as  many  as  they  think  fit,  they  come  back  in  the  morning 
to  choose  those  they  like  best,  as  they  cannot  possibly  recover 
their  feet  w)ien  once  turned  over,  fhey  then  carry  off  suchf 
as  they  tKHSlk  fit,  turning  up  the  smaller  ones  upon  their  belly 
and  allowing  them  to  go  awuy.  The  island  being  very  dry* 
and  barren,  without  either  trees  or  springs,  the  wretched  sick 
inhabitants  have  no  other  sustenance,  and  arc  entirely  without 
employment,  and  they  are  necessitated  to  drink  of  the  thick 
and  brackish  water  of  certain  wells,  there  being  none  else  to 
be  found. 

Besides  the  sick,  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  island  consist- 
ed of  the  man  who  had  the  charge  and  four  morct  and  theii* 
only  employment  was  to  kill  and  salt  goats  to  be  sent  to  Por- 
tugal. There  were  such  multitudes  of  aoaf*  on  th6  island, 
all  derived  from  eight  left  there  originally,  that  some  years 
they  killed  to  the  value  of  three  or  four  thousand  Jucats. 
The  proprietor  was  Roderick  Alfonzo,  secretary  of  the  cus- 
toms to  the  king  of  Portugal,  by  whom  the  original  stock  of 
goats  had  be^*n  carried  to  this  place.  These  goat-hunter? 
are  often  four  or  five  months  without  bread  or  any  thing  to 
eat  but  goats  flesh  and  fish  ;  for  which  reason  this  man  made 

freat  account  of  the  provisions  which  the  admiral  had  given 
im.  This  man  and  his  companions,  with  some  of  the  ad- 
mirals men,  went  out  to  hunt  goats  for  the  use  of  the  ships, 
but  finding  that  it  would  require  much  time  to  kill  all  he  had 
need  of,  and  being  anxious  to  proceed  on  his  voyage,  the  ad- 
miral would  not  protract  his  stay  in  this  place. 

On  Saturday  the  30th  of  June,  he  sailed  for  Santiago,  the 
principal  of  the  Cape  Verde  islands,  where  he  arrived  the 
next  evening,  and  cast  anchor  near  a  church,  sending  on 
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shore  to ;  purchase  son^  bulls  and  cows,  which  he  iidshecl  lOr 
carry  ai^TQ  to  UiifHuikMi  But  finding  it  difficult  tp  proiepw 
them.spjSQflp  as  hen^ihoclt  and  considering  how  pMjudicial 
delays  might  ,pn>T<e  to  tbp  ^'il^xand  successof  his  voyage, 
he  w(^I4,  not  remain.  1^;  Wilfiihe  more  induced  to  get 
away  witl|  all  ezjp^ition  ^:^  a«<-3UQt  of.theunhealthinessof 
the  cp9ntry,  lest  his  men-  tnight  fkll  siek;,  as  during  ail  the 
time  he  lay  among  these  islands  he  never  saw  th^  sky  or  any 
star,  in  oqniHequence  of  ^  perpetuat  thick  hot  fog  i  insomiien 
that  thr^  iourths  of  the  inhabitants  were  sick,  andaU^f  th)Sm. 
had  a  qiost  upheakhy  colour.    '  {r /•.>«T'^-4-r,>^    ^ 

On  Th^r8day  the  5th  of  July,  the  admiral  left  the  island 
o^  St  i^t  sailing  S.  W.  with  the  intention  <tf  holding  that 
course  tUl  he  was  under  the  equinoctial,  and  then  to  steer 
due  west,  that  he  might  discover  some  other  land  before  pro- 
ceeding to  liispaniola.     But  the  cunr^ts  among  these  idaodS; 
set  so  strongly  to  the  north  and  north^rbst,  that  Mli^  unable 
to  keep  his  intended  course,  and  was  still  in  sight  of  Fogo, 
<olie  of  the  Care  Verde  islands,  on  the  7th  of  July.    This  island 
{%  very  high  land  on  the  south  side,  and  lodks  at  a  distance 
IBce  a  great  church  w|th  a  steeple  at  the  east  end,  which  is  an 
exceedingly  high  roclcK  whence  there  usually  Imeaksiout  much 
fire  before  the  east  winds  Uow,  in  the  samemmner  fttisseen 
at  Tcncrifie,  Vesuvius^  and  Etna.     From  this  last  country  of 
the  Christiana  he  held  on  his  course  S.  W.  till  he  came  mtoi 
only  5°  of  north  latitude,  where  he  was  becalmed,  having 
till  tlien  been  continually  attended  bv  the  before-mentioned 
fog.    The  calms  lasted  eight  days,  with  such  violent  heat  as 
almost  to  bum  the  shi))s,  and  it  was  impossible  during  all  that 
time  for  any  of  the  people  to  remain  below  deck,  and  had 
not  the  sun  been  clouded  with  occasional  rains,  the  admiral 
thought  they  would  have  been  burnt  up  alive  together  with 
their  ships.    On  the  first  dav  of  the  calm,  being  fair,  nothing 
could  withstand  the  heat,  bad  not  God  relieved  them  wim 
the  rain  and  fog.    Having  therefore  got  a  little  way  to  the 
northwards  into  seven  degrees  of  latitude,  he  resolved  not 
to  hold  any  fartiier  to  the  south,  but  to  sail  due  west  in  that 

K'orallel,  at  least  till  he  saw  how  the  weatfair  settled,  because 
e  had  lost  many  casks  in  consequence  of  the  hoops  starting 
with  the  great  heat,  and  the  com  and  all  other  provisions, 
were  scorched  up. 

About  the  middle  of  July,  the  admiral  observed  the  latitude- 
with  great  care,  and  found  a  wonderful  di£^cnce  betw:eeu 
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the  app^ranoes  therd  and  in  the  tMuraUelof  the  Azores.  ,  Voi 
afc  the  Azor&s,  when  the  ccmsteilatioii  of  the  great  bear  wui 
to  the  right  or  eosti  then  the  north  i»tar  is  lowest,  and  irom' 
that  time  bwon  to  rise;  ao  that  when  the  great  bear  waft' 
over  head,  ibe  north  star  had  risen  two  degrees  and  a  half»; 
and  being  passed,  that  beoaa  again  to  descend  the  five  de- 
grees it  had  ascended,    "ntis  he  observed  very  carefully,  se* 
veral  times  when  the  weather  was  very  fit  for  hh  purpose. 
But  at  the  place  where  he  now  was  in  the  torrid  zone  these, 
appearances  were  quite  contrary ;  for  when  the  great  bear  was 
at  its  greatest  elevation,  he  found  the  north  star  six  d^rees 
high  j  and  when  in  six  hours  the  bear  came  to  the  west  the 
north  star  was  then  eleven  degrees  high ;  when  the  bear  was 
quite  depresssed  and  could  not  be  seen  because  of  the  obli*i 
quity  of  the  pole,  the  north  star  was  six  degrees  high,  so  that 
the  diiTerepce  was  t«i|idegrees,  and  the  north  star  described 
a  circle  having  a  diam^r  often  degrees ;  whereas,  in  other 
places,  it  made  but  five,  and  in  a  uifiPerent  position  as  to  the 
great  bear,  for  at  the  Azores^the  polar  star  was.  lowest  when 
thebearwasin  the  west,  and  here  the  north  star  was  lowest  when 
the  bear  Was  at  its  createst  elevation.    Hie  admiral,  not  being 
complete  master  ot  this  subject,  thousht  this  of  very  difficult^ 
comprehension;  uid  observes,  that  probably  when  attlie  equi-. 
noctiul,  the  full  QrUt  of  the  star  is  seen)  whereas,  the  nearer  one 
approaches  the  pole  it  seems  the  les^,  because  the  Heavens 
are  more  oblique.     As  for  the  variation,  I  believe  the  star  has. 
the  quality  of  all  tlie  four  quarters,  like  the  needle,  which  ii'^ 
touched  to  the  east^ide^points  to  the  east,  and  so  of  the  west,  ^^ 
north,  and  soutl) ;  wherefore,  he  that  makes  a  compass  covers  < 
the  loadstone  with  a  cloth,  ail  but  its  north  part,  or  that 
which  has  the  power  to  make  the  needle  point  to  the  nortli. 

On  Tuesday  the  31st  of  July,   1498,  having  sailed  many 
days  west,  inscHOittch  that  the  admiral  believed  the  Caribbctt 
islandsweretothenorth,he  resolved  to  discontinue  that  western  >  < 
course,  and  to  make  for  Fispaniola,  because  he  was  greatly  f- 
in  want  of  water,  and  almost  all  his  provisions  had  perished, 
and  because  he  was  afraid  lest  some  mutiny  or  disorder  might  •<■■ 
have  broken  out;4Jii  the  colony  during  his  long  absence,  which  : 
in  fact  had  been  the  case  os  we  shall  shew  hereafler.     There*  ■ 
fore,  alli^ing  his  course  firom  the  west,  he  stood  to  the  north ' ", 

thinking  ^ 

10  There  must  be  some  inaccuracy  in  this  place.   Columbus  had  evident* 
ly  supposed  himself  farther  west  when  he  altered  his  course  than  he  really  ' 
WM,  xor  the  Csribhee  islands  were  not  upon  the  north,  and  never  could  b« 
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thinking  to  fall  in  widi  the  Caribbee  island*  to  refresh  hif' 
men,  and  o  take  i!t  wood  anri  i/ater,  of  which  he  was  in  ffteaS: 
want.  While  tlius  sailing  one  day  alx>ut  noon,  Alortso 
Perez  Nirando,  a  sailor  of  the  town  of  Gullva,  discovered  \m\A 
fitrni  the  round  top  <tt  about  fifteen  leagueo  diststa^,  thrt->H? 
mountains  making  their  appearance  at  orc«,  und  tycww  nfler- 
wards  tite  land  was  ubserved  to  stretch  out  t<>warcl8  tin.  N.  £. 
as  far  as  tlic  eye  could  reach,  so  thnt  it  appeiircd  to  have  no 
end.  The  sahre  ri'gina  and  other  prnyem  usuai  with  seamen 
h\  times  of  joy  or  distress  were  immediately  rehearse^,  ard 
the  admiral  called  the  lanil  now  discovered  Fnnujaita  or  the 
iiiiand  of  the  Trinity  ;  both  because  iie  had  before  isite  idcd 
to  gi^^fl  that  name  to  the  first  land  he  might  discos  er,  ^nd 
Ix'  .ausc  it  had  pleased  God  to  give  liim  a  siriit  of  three  moun- 
tains all  nt  oi.  '  lim<.\  He  nou  aitered  his  course  to  the 
west  that  he  might  get  lo  a  cav-c  which  -appeared  southwai  ds, 
and  making  fur  ti  :>  >outti  hide  of  roe  inland,  came  lo  an 
anchor  five  leagues  c<yond  <*  point  which  he  named  Punta 
b^delaOalera,  <)r  (^nl^ey  roint,  on  account  of  a  rock  which  lay 
ncur  that  poiut,  looking  at  a  distance  like  a  galley  under  suU. 
Havmg  now  only  one  cask  of  water  remainmg  for  the  whoie 
crew,  and  the  other  ships  in  company  being  in  the  same  coU'* 
dition,  and  no  water  being  found  in  this  place,  he  continued  his 
course  still  '.westwards,  and  cast  anchor  on  the  Wednesday 
following  at  another  point  which  he  named  Punta  de  Is 
Plaga,  or  Sand  Point,  because  of  a  fine  strand  or  beacl| 
where  the  people  landed  and  procured  water  at  a  fine  brook  ". 
Ii  this  place  they  found  no  habitations  and  saw  no  people, 
thouf4k  along  the  coast,  which  they  had  left  behind  tliem, 
they  nad  seen  many  houses  and  towns.  They  found  here, 
however,  the  tokens  of  fishermen  who  had  fled,  leaving  be- 
hind them  some  of  their  fishing  tackle}  and  U^y  noticed  the 
prints  of  the  feet  of  beasts,  which  they  jui^|ped  might  have 
been  goats,  and  they  saw  the  bones  of  one,  the  head  of  which 
liad  no  horns,  and  which,  therefore,  they  thought  might  have 

been 

!n  the  latitude  of  7 «;  as  he  fell  in  with  Trintdada  he  nmut  only  have  altered 
hit  course  to  the  N.  W.  or  the  nor;h  of  west.  Had  hi^ntinued  in  a  west 
course  in  7°  N.  he  would  have  fallen  in  with  the  continent  of  GuiiMi  about 
the  mouth  of  the  Esquivo,  or  Isiquibo  river:  His  original  course  Ipthe  pa> 
rallel  of  5»  N.  would  have  led  him  to  Cayenne.-- E. 

1 1  There  is  a  want  of  sufficient  precision  in  the  dates  of  the  text.  It 
would  appear  that  Columbus  altered  his  course  from  W.  to  the  north- 
wards on  Tuesday  3 1st  July,  1498,  and  discovered  Trinidada  the  same 
day  ;  and  that  the  ships  anchored  at  I'unta  de  la  Plan  on  Wednesday 
the  lit  of  August,  or  the  immediately  following  day. — £. 
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been  a  mbnk^,  or  cat*o>tBountain»  w  theyaftermda  finind 
it''to  haye  been,  having  found  mariy  of  these  c^a  in  Paria  **, 
Thik  same  day,  being  the  Itt  of  August,  whileaatling  between 
Cape  Galera  and  u  Plaga,  thqr  discovered  the .  continent 
ibout  twenty-five  leagues  diBtant,!  but  thinking  it  another 
island,  it  ijpu  named  Isla  Santa,  or  the  Holy  Island  ''. 
The  coast  of  Trinidada  betw^n  those  two  points  was  thirty 
leagues  in  length  from  £.  to  W.  without  any  harbour,  but 
oil  the  country  appeared  pleasantly  covered  with  trees  down 
to  the  water  side,  and  had  abundance  of  towns.  They  ran 
this  space  of  thirty  leagues  in  a  very  short  time,  because  the 
current  set  so  violently  to  the  westwards  that  it  looked  like  a 
rapid  river  both  day  CTid  night ;  .^br  although  the  tide  flowed 
and  ebbed  along  the  shoMjE  above  forty  paces,  as  it  does  at  San 
Lucar  de  Barameda  in  Sp&in,  yet  the  current  never  ceases  to 
run  in  the  same  direction. 

Perceiving  that  no  account  could  be  got  of  the  people  of 
the  country  at  this  cape,  that  it  was  excessively  laborious  to 
take  in  a  lull  supply  of  water  here,  and  that  there  was  no  con* 
venience  for  careening  the  ships,  or  procuring  provisions, 
the  admiral  went  next  day  to  another  point  of  land  which 
seemed  to  be  the  most  westerly  in  the  island,  which  he  named 
Caho  del  Arena),  and  came  here  to  anchor,  thinking  that  the 
easterly  winds  which  reign  there  might  not  be  so  troublesome 
to  the  boats  in  going  backwards  and  forwards  fVom  the  shore. 
On  the  way  to  this  point  a  canoe  followed  the  admirals  ship, 
having  twenty-five  men  on  board,  ami  stopped  at  the  distance 
of  a  cannon-shot,  calling  out  and  speaking  very  loud. 
Nothing  could  be  understood,  tlKHigh  it  was  supposed  thev 
inquired  who  our  men  were  and  ^hencv  they  came,  as  had 
been  usual  with  the  other  Indiana.  A»  they  coukl  not  be  in^ 
duced  to  conK^on  board,  either  by  «\^i\l» v\r  geetures,  or  by  ex- 
hibiting-lo(>k||||^  glasses,  IttUe  bi^tt^it  bjisKNns,  and  other  baubles 
which  used  to '  have  fftv^  iMliuviwe  on  tlu'  other  natives  of 
the  Indies,  the  adminu  onkred  some  youi^  tellows  to  dance 
on  the  poop  to  the  nuuac  ot  »  piyte  and  tubor.  (>n  seeing 
thiH,  the  Indians  snatcHod  up  their  targets,  and  hegvkvt,  vKoot- 
ing  their  an*o«is  at  the  daiK-ers  i  who,  by  the  a<Kv^\«)s  com- 
mand, left  off  dancing  and  began  to  shoot  with  their  cross- 

bow| 

12  The  country-  here  Mvned  Paria  it  now  called  on  our  map*  Cumana, 
or  the  Spanish  Main  ,  bwx  vhe  gulf  or  large  basiiv  between  the  island  of 
TrinidiKia   tnd  the  ma(n  »lil^  vetair.s  the  name  of  the  Gulf  of  Paria.— E. 

IP  This  mu«t  have  been  the  low  lying  Delta  of  Cumana,  lying  be- 
tween the  i>rincipa)  mouth  of  the  Oronoka  and  the  weittinbianch.— E. 
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bomwin  vttnm^  that  the  Indians  might  not  go  unpunished^  or  { 
learn  todeq>iie  die  Chritthuti }  whereupon,  the  Indians  were 
^lad  to  draw  off,  and  made  fon  another  caravel  which  th^ 
^  immediately  went  along-side  df  without  any  apprehension.' 
JiPI^  The  pilot  of  Uiat  diip  Went>  o^r  into  the  canoe,  and  gave 
the  Itidii^)$  some  baubles  with  which  they  were  much  pieced, 
and  said  If  they  were  on  shore  they  would  have  brought  tiim 
bread  from  their  houses,  llie  account  gif  en  of  these  people 
was  that  thej^  were  well  shaped  and  whliisr  tttan  the  other 
islanders^  wearing  their  bi^r  long  like  women«  bound  up  (ritit 
small  strings,  and  that' they  rnverml  l|if*l|'  nudities  with  amall 
clouts.  But  the  people  In  tlie  onravei  did  not  detflhi  Hiiy 
of  them  for  fear  or  giving  displeasure  to  the  admiral. 

As  soon  as  the  ships  had  anch^led  at  Punta  del  Arena!, 
the  admiral  sent  the  brats  on  shor^^r  water,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  procure  some  information  respecting  the  Indians,  but 
they  could  do  neither,  that  countiy  being  very  low  and  unin- 
habited, and  having  no  springs  or  rivulets.  He  therefore 
Ordered  them  next  day  to  dig  trenches  or  pits  on  the  island  i 
in  hope  ol' procuring  water  by  that  means ;  and  by  good  for- 
tune, they  found  these  ready  made  to  their  hands  and  fhll  of 
excellent  Water,  it  being  sujilposed  that  they  had  been  dug  by 
the  fishermen.  Having  taken  what  wnter  they  wanted,  the 
admiral  resolved  to  proceed  to  another  mouth  or  channel 
which  appeared  towards  the  north-west,  which  he  atierwardt 
called  Ifoca  del  DragOf  or  the  Dragons  Moiithi  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  one  where  he  then  was,  to  which  ho  had  given  the 
name  of  Boca  del  Siei-pe^  or  the  Serpents  Mouth.  These 
two  mouths  or  channels,  like  the  Dardanelles,  are  made  by 
the  two  most  westerly  points  of  the  island  of  Trinidada,  and 
two  other  points  of  the  continent,  and  lie  almost  north  and' 
south  of  each  other.  In  the  midst  of  the  ^MB|nts  Mouth, 
where  the  admiral  now  anchored,  there  was  i^Kk  which  he 
called  El  Gallo,  or  the  cock.  Through  this  channel  the  water 
ran  continually  and  fbriously  to  the  northwards,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  mouth  of  some  great  river,  which  was  the  occasion 
of  naming  it  Boca  del  Sierpcj  because  of  the  terror  it  put  our 
people  into ;  for,  as  they  lay  very  securely  at  anchor,  there 
came  a  stronger  current  of  the  water  than  usual,  majyoff  a  • 
hideous  noise  and  running  furiously  to  the  northwardsl^^d 
being  opposed  by  another  current  ruiming  out  from  the 
Gulf  of^  Paria,  tney  met  with  a  hideous  roaring  noise,  and 
caused  the  sea  to  swell  up  like  a  high  mountain,  or  ridge  of  r 
hills  along  the  channel.    Soon  afterwards,  this  mountainous  ' 
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wave  came  towards  the  ships,  to  the  great  terror  of  all  the 
men,  fearing  they  should  be  overset.  But  it  pleased  Gk>D 
that  it  passed  undcmeadi,  or  rather  lifted  up  the  ships  with- 
out doinff  any  hami  j  yet  it  drew  the  andior  of  one  of  them 
and  carried  it  away,  but  by  means  of  thdr  sails  theyescaped 
the  danger,  not  without  mortal  fear  of  being  lost.  Jphat  iii- 
rious  current  being  past,  and  considering  the  dadpn*  of  re- 
maining there,  the  admiral  stood  for  the  Dragons  Mouth, 
which  IS  be^weerf  the  north-west  point  of  Trinidada  and  the 
east  point  of  Paria ;  but  he  went  not  through  it  at  that  time, 
but  sailed  along  the  south  coast  of  Paria  westwards,  thinking 
it  to  have  lieen  an  island,  and  expecting  to  find  a  way  out 
northwards  into  \\w  Caribtjean  sea  towards  Hispaniola ;  and 
though  tiiere  were  mann  ports  aiong  that  coast  of  Paria,  he 
would  put  into  none,  all  vnu\  inland  sea  being  a  harbour  lock- 
ed in  by  the  continent. 

Being  at  an  anchor  on  Sunday  the  5th  of  August,  and  it  being 
his  custom  never  to  weigh  on  a  Sunday,  he  sent  the  boats  on 
shore,  where  they  found  abundance  of  fruit,  of  the  same  kinds 
which  they  had  seen  on  the  other  islands ;  there  were  great 
numbers  of  trees,  and  marks  of  people  who  had  fled  for  fear 
of  the  Christians.  Being  unwilling  to  lose  time,  he  sailed 
fiftei'ii  leflgii('».  farther  along  that  coast  without  eoing  into  any 
harliour,  lest  he  should  not  have  sufficient  wina  to  bring  hira 
out  again.  While  at  anchor,  there  came  out  a  canoe  to  the 
caravei  called  El  Borteo  having  three  men ;  and  the  pilot, 
knowing  how  much  the  admiral  wished  to  receive  some  infor- 
mation from  these  people,  pretended  to  talk  with  the  Indians 
and  let  himself  down  into  the  canoe,  by  which  means  some 
Spaniards  in  the  boat  took  these  men  and  sent  them  to  the 
admiral,  who  made  much  of  them  and  sent  tliem  on  shore 
with  many  gUht  at  a  place  where  there  were  a  great  number 
of  Indians,  ^ahesc,  hearing  the  good  account  which  the 
three  Indian^^ave  them  of  their  treatment,  came  off  in  their 
canoes  to  barter  f<  ir  such  things  as  they  had,  which  were 
much  the  same  as  had  been  already  seen  in  the  islands  before 
discovered,  only  that  they  had  no  targets  or  poisoned  arrows, 
which  are  only  used  by  the  Canibals  or  Caribs.  llieir  drink 
was^a  sort  ot  liquor  as  white  as  milk,  and  another  somewhat 
blaiaroh,  tasting  like  green  wine,  made  from  unripe  grapes, 
but  they  could  not  learn  what  fruit  it  was  made  from  '\ 

Tliey 

1 4  The  white  liquor  was  probably  the  milk  of  the  coco  nut,  and  per> 
hape  the  blackish  vinous  liquor  might  be  the  same  fermented. — £. 
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They  wore  colton  dollia,  well  wove  and  of  several  coloun, 
about  the  Mcc  of  u  handkerchief^  tome  larger  and  someleM^ 
and  what  they  moit  valued  of  our  articbi  wai  bnun,  and 
especially  inAl*.  These  people  seemed  more  civiliied  aad 
tractaUe  than  the  natives  of  Uiipaniolai  The  men  covered 
their  ni^ti^  with  one  of  these  cbths  fastened  round  theur 
middle)  Up  had  another  wrapped  round  their  heads,  but  the 
women  went  ait<^ther  naked  as  in  Triui^a. 

They  saw  nothmg  of  value  here  exceptlUlMne  tmnll  plates 
of  gold  which  tlie  natives  wore  hanging  from  thei#  necks ;  for 
which  reason,  and  because  the  admiral  could  not  stay  to  dive 
into  the  secrets  of  the  country,  he  ordered  hix  of  these  Indians 
to  be  taken,  and  continued  his  voyage  to  the  westwards,  still 
believing  that  land  of  Paria  which  neiqad  called  the  Holy  Island 
to  be  no  continent.  Soon  afVeirwardi,  an  island  appeared  to- 
wards  the  south,  and  another  towards  the  west,  both  nigh  land, 
oultivatcil  and  well  peopledi  and  the  inhabitants  had  more  plates 
of  gold  about  their  necks  than  the  others,  and  abundance  of 
guaninis,  which  are  made  of  very  low  gold.  They  said  that  this 
gold  was  procured  from  other  islandsfurther  to  the  westwards, 
of  whicli  the  inhabitants  eat  men.  Tlie  women  hud  strings 
of  beads  about  their  arms,  and  among  these  were  some  very 
fine  large  and  small  strung>pearls,  some  of  which  were  pro- 
cured as  a  sample  to  send  to  their  Catholic  miyesties.  Being 
asked  where  they  got  these  things,  they  made^signs  to  show 
tlint  in  the  oyster  shells  which^ere  taken  westwardsij'om  tliat 
land  of  Form,  and  beyond  it  towards  the  north  these  pearb 
were  found.  Upon  this  good  discovery,  the  admiral  remain* 
ed  some  time  to  learn  more  al)out  it,  and  sent  the  boats  oh 
shore,  where  all  the  ficople  of  the  country  who  had  flockecL 
together  appeared  very  tractable  and  friendly,  and  iniportuncd 
the  Christians  to  accompany  them  to  a  houu  not  hr  oft', 
where  tlicy  gave  them  to  cat,  and  likewise  agnwdeal  of  their 
wine.  From  that  house,  which  was  believed  tPbc  the  king* 
palace,  they  were  carriul  to  another  belonging  to  his  son» 
where  the  snnic  kindness  was  shown.  These  people  were  ail 
in  general  whiter  than  any  they  had  yet  seen  in  the  indies^ 
with  better  aspects  and  shapes,  having  their  bail*  cut  short  by 
their  ears  afler  the  Spanish  fashion.  From  thum  they  lej|rnl 
that  the  country  was  named  Parin,  and  t!  i  thev  wouldflmlly 
be  in  amity  with  the  Christians.  Thus  they  departeu  frouf 
them  and  returned  to  the  ships. 

Holding  on  his  course  wi^stwards,  the  admiral  fbunt^  the 
depth  of  the  water  gradually  to  lessen,  till  passing  through 
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five  ftnd  fbur  fathoms,  they  at  length  had  only  two  imd  &half 
at  the  ebb.  l^hc  tide  differed  considernbty  in  this  pluce  from 
what  it  had  been  found  at  Trinidada ;  for  whereui  thcreit  ebbed 
and  How^  three  fathoms,  here,  atforty>five  lenoucs  to  thelvcst- 
ward.it  only  rose  and  fell  one  fathom.  At  Trinidada  both  during 
ebbandflow,thecurrentaIways  ran  west,  whereas  hen^he  flood 
made  to  the  west,  and  the  cbG  returned  to  the  east,  ^t  Trini- 
dada the  lea  water  was  brackish,  while  here  it  was  sweet, 
almost  like  river  water.  Perceivinff  this  difference,  and  how 
little  water  they  had,  the  admiral  durst  not  proceed  any  far- 
ther with  his  own  ship,  which  being  of  100  tons  burthen, 
required  three  fathoms  water ;  he  therefore  came  to  anchor 
on  the  coast  in  a  very  safe  port,  land-locked  on  all  sides  and 
shaped  like  a  horse  shoe^  From  this  place  he  sent  on  the 
little  caravel  called  El  BoneOf  or  the  Post,  to  discover  if  there 
were  any  passage  we>twards  among  these  supposed  islands. 
She  returned  next  day,  the  1 1th  of  August,  having  gone 
but  a  short  distance,  and  reported,  that  at  the  western  point 
of  that  sea  there  was  a  mouth  or  opening  two  leagues  over 
from  north  to  south,  and  within  it  a  round  l)ay,  having  four 
little  bays,  one  towards  each  quarter  of  the  Heavens,  into 
each  of  which  a  river  flowed,  which  occasioned  the  water  of 
that  sea  to  be  so  sweet,  which  was  yet  much  sweeter  farther 
iii  i  and  they  added,  that  all  this  land  which  they  had  con- 
sidered as  separate  islands  was  one  and  the  same  continent. 
They  had  evei-ywhere  in  that  interior  bay  four  or  five 
fathoms  water,  which  so  abounded  in  those  weeds  they  had 
leen  on  the  ocean  as  even  to  hinder  their  passage. 

Being  now  certain  that  he  could  get  no  passage  to  the  west- 
wards, uie  admiral  stood  back  tli  at  same  day  to  the  east,  desifi;n  ing 
to  pass  the  Boca  del  Drago,  or  that  strait  which  he  haaseen 
between  Trinidada  and  the  land  called  Paria  by  thd  Indiahs. 
In  this  strait#iere  are  four  small  islands  to  the  east,  h6x( 
that  point  of'-Trindada  which  he  named  Cabo  de  Boca,  or 
Cape  Mouth,  because  it  was  blunt ;  and  the  western  cape  up' 
on  the  continent  he  called  Cabo  de  Lapa.  'I1ie  reason  why 
he  gave  tliis  strait  the  name  of  the  Dragons  Mouth,  was  be- 
cause it  was  very  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  prodigious 
(luan^ty  of  fresh  water  which  continually  struggles  to  get  out 
that  ivAy  into  the  open  sea,  and  that  the  strait  is  divided  into 
three  boi8teix)us  channels  by  intervening  islands.  While  sail- 
ing through  this  strait  the  wind  failed,  and  he  was  in  great 
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danMr  of  heina  drifted  by  the  raging  current  agauiit  tome 
Sana  or  rock ;  he  gave  it  this  name  likewise  as  corre^nding 
with  that  he  had  Mfore  aiven  to  the  other  entrance  into  the 

Sulf  of  Paria,  the  Boca  ad  Sierpe  or  S^q)ents  Mouth,  where 
e  was  in  no  less  danger.  But  it  pl0«ied  God,  that  what 
ihey  most  dreaded  shoiud  prove  their  greatest  safety,  for  die 
strengthljlf  the  current  carried  them  clear  through.  On 
Monday  the  1 7th  of  August,  he  began  to  «ul  westwards  olona 
die  noithem  coast  of  Paria,  in  order  to  s4M  over  afterwards 
jEbr  Hispaniola,  and  cave  thanks  to  God  who  had  ddivered 
from  so  many  troubles  and  dangers,  still  shewing  him  new 
countries  full  of  peaceaUe  people,  and  aboundina  in  wealdi, 
more  ebpecioUy  that  which  he  now  certainly  conduded  to  be 
the  continent,  because  of  the  great  i^ctent  of  the  gulf  of  Pearls 
and  the  size  of  die  rivers  that  run  Into  it,  making  it  all  deep 
water,  and  all  the  Indians  of  the  Caribbean  islands  had  told 
him  there  was  a  vast  land  to  the  southward.  Likewise,  ac- 
cording to  the  authority  of  Esdras,  the  8th  chapter  of  the 
4th  book,  if  the  world  wei^e  divided  into  seven  equal  parts, 
one  only  is  water  and  the  rest  land.  :  n^*^ 

Sailing  along  to  the  westwards  on  the  coast  of  Pai'ia,  thi^ 
admiral  fell  gradually  off  from  it  towards  the  N.  W.  being  so 
drilled  by  the  current  owing  to  the  calmness  of  the  weatLer, 
so  that  on  Wednesday  the  15th  of  August,  he  left  the  Cabo 
de  las  Concias,  or  Cape  of  Shells  to  the  south,  and  the  island 
of  Margarita  to  the  west,  which  name,  signifying  the  isle  of 
Pearls,  he  gave  to  it  as  by  divine  inspiration,  as  close  to  it  is 
the  isle  of  Cabagua  where  an  infinite  quantity  of  pearls  have 
since  been  found ;  and  he  aftcr^vards  named  some  mountains 
in  Hispaniola  and  Jamaica  the  Gold  Motintainsj  where  the 
great^t  quantity  and  largest  pieces  of  that  metal  that  were 
ever  carried  into  Spain  were  afterwards  found.  But  to  re> 
turn  to  his  voyage,  he  held  on  his  way  by  sii^  islands  which 
he  called  de  las  Giiardas,  or  the  Guards,  a^  three  others 
more  to  the  north  called  los  Testigos,  or  the  Witnesses. 
Though  they  still  discovered  much  land  in  Paria  to  the  west- 
wards, yet  the  admiral  says  in  his  journal  that  he  could  not 
from  this  time  give  such  an  account  of  it  as  he  wished,  be- 
cause through  much  watching  his  eyes  were  inflamed,  and  he 
was  therefore  forced  to  take  most  of  his  observations  ftom  the 
sailors  and  pilots.  This  same  nisht,  the  sixteenth  of  August, 
the  compasses,  which  hitherto  nad  not  varied,  did  now  at 
least  a  point  and  a  half,  and  some  of  them  two  points,  and  in 
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this  there  could  be  no  miatakei  as  aeverftl  pemom  had  Atten- 
tively ol^rved  the  circumstance.  The  admiral  adminad 
much  at  this,  and  was  much  grieved  that  he  ha4  not  an  op- 

Eortunity  of  Mowing  the  coast  of  the  continent  any  fafther  i 
e  therefore  held  <>mll**  coQne  to  the  N.  W.  til]  on  Monday 
,  |he  twentieth  of  A^st,  he  came  to  an  ^anchor,  between  Isb 
. ,  JBeata  or  the  Blessed  isluid  and  Hiipaniola,  whenBlpfo  «ent  a 
',  letter  overland  to  his  brothidr  the  A4dai|t«d&, ,  M^uainUns 
.  him  with  his  saftil|rival  and  his  success  in  hlmi)g.di»Bov«^ 
;  the  continent^    Tne  admiral  was  much  surpfised  lai,.  findinff 
himself  so  &r  to  the  westwards,  for  althouj^  he  wfts  aware  m 
the  power  of  the  currents,  he  did  not  expect  the;f  would  have 
..produced  so  oreat  an  effect.    Therefore,  that  his.  provisions 
,, might  not  fail,  he  stood  to  the  eastwards  for  San  Domingo, 
.^(nto  which  harbour  he  sail^  on  the  thirtieth  of  August. 
.Here  the  lieutenant  his  brother  liad  appointed  to  build  a  city, 
,  on  the  e^t  side  of  the  river  where  it  now  stat)ds,  and  which, 
.  in  memory  of  his  father,  named  Domingo  or  Donunick,  is 
How  named  Santo  Domingo, 


Section  X, 

An  accomt  of  the  Rebellion  in  Hispaniolat  previous  to  the 
arrival  qf  the  Admiral, 


On  his  arrival  at  St  Dommgo,  the  admiral  was  almost 

blind  with  overmatching  and  fidigue,  and  hoped  there  to  rest 

himself  aiKl  to  find  peace  among  the  people  of  the  col<niy ; 

but  he  found  quite  the  contraiy,  for  all  the  pe(^Ie  of  the 

(jidand  weire  in,  disordei^  and  rebellion.    Great  numbers  of 

ithose  whom  he  had  left  were  dead,  and  of  those  who  remain- 

^ed  above  160  individuals  were  ill  of  the  French  pox  i  besides 

;that  many  were  in  rebellion,  with  Francis  RoJdan  at  their 

liead,  whom  he  had  loft. as  alcalde  mayor,  or  chief  iustice 

of  the  island.    And  to  add  to  the  evU,  the  three  ships  that  he 

liad  dii^tched  from  the  Canary  islands  with  supplies  had  not 

<]yet  arrived.    Of  all  these  matters  it  is  requisite  that  weiriiould 
/treat  in  an  orderly  manner,  be^nina  from  the  time  wheti 
the  admiral  had  set  out  frcnn  this  island  for  Spain  in  March 
i  1496,  thitty  months  before  his  present  return. 

For  some  considerable  time  after  his  departure,  matters 
went  on  pretty  quietly  Jui  hopes  of  his  speedy  return  and  re> 

ceiving 


¥'■ 


^t**^--*^- ! 


L,W--:«r.t-lrtl***4.i.W.fc 


# 


1^0 


iHseovtry  of  America         vaut.  ii.  liobK  it/ 


{  ' 


coivinfc  tupplieR  and  relief.  But  after  the  fihit  year,  finding 
their  ho|i«M  abortive,  the  S|)ani«li  provisions  having  i^Uerly 
failed,  and  iiiclcneHs  and  auneriiigi  increasing,  the  people  be- 
gan to  be  muiih  disMtitili^  with  tneir  i^utiun,  andtode«|»air 
oF  any  change  fot*  the  better.  W'he4i|l>y  dincontented  per- 
Mini  begin  to  utter  complaints,  they  wit  always  sure  to  find 
some  My  spirit  to  urge  theui  on,  desirous  to  'become  the 
head  of  a  party :  Such  on  thU  occasion  was  the  conduct  oC 
Francis  Ruidan,  a  native  of  'ix>rre  do  X|||ma,  .whom  the  ad- 
miral had  letl  in  grent  power  both  nmongjtnu  Christians  and 
Indians,  by  making  him  ehicf  judge  oi  the  colony,  so  that  ho 
had  almost  as  nmch  power  and  authority  ns  hnnsclf.  For 
this  reasfMi  it  is  supposed  that  there  wuh  not  that  good  under- 
standing between  nim  and  the  adm'  '  >  lieutenant  as  ought  to 
have  l>een  tor  the  public  good,  -  u  peared  actually  to  have 
been  the  case  in  the  sequel.  And,  im  the  admu'al  neither  re- 
turneil  himself  nor  scut  any  t.ui)plic»,  this  Holdan  begtm  to 
entertain  schemes  of  usurping  tliu  supreme  authority  m  the 
island,  and  designnl  for  this  purpose  to  niunler  the  admirals 
brothers  as  those  who  wore  best  able  to  oppose  his  rebellion, 
and  actually  waited  un  opportunity  of  putting  thi^  nefarious 
intention  into  execution.  It  happened  that  the  lieutenant 
went^to  a  province  in  the  west  culled  Xaragua,  eighty  leagues 
from  IstdK>IIa,  leaving  Holdan  in  the  execution  oNiis  employ- 
ment, but  ^ubt)rdinate  to  Dtm  .Tames  the  uduiiraU  second 
brother,  liuldun  was  so  mi^ch  offended  ut  thi^  procedure, 
that  while  the  lieutenant  was  taking  order  how  the  caciques 
should  pay  their  (fuotas  of  the  tribute  to  their  Catliolic  ma- 
jesties atier  the  rate  wli.ch  had  been  settled  by  the  admiral, 
Roldun  began  untteriiand  to  draw  over  some  oi"  the  malcon- 
tents to  his  party.  But  that  it  niight  not  prove  fatal  to  rise 
too  suddenly  and  without  some  colourable  pretence,  Iloldan 
took  hold  of  the  iuUowing  circumstance  to  favour  his  covert 
practices.  The  lieutenant  had  caused  a  caravel  to  be  built  at 
Isabella,  to  havo  ready  to  send  to  Spain  in  case  of  any  urgent 
necessity,  and  for  want  of  tackle  and  other  neeeseary  e<]uip- 
ments  it  still  lay  upon  the  beach  unlaunched.  Kokian  msi- 
nuateil  that  the  delay  in  launching  this  vessel  was  occasioned 
by  other  reasons,  and  that  it  vs  tis  neceshary  for  the  common 
benefit  that  it  shoulil  be  fitted  out,  that  some  pi-rsons  might 
be  sent  into  Spain  to  represent  their  sufferings  and  to  implore 
relief.  Thus  under  pretence  of  the  public  good,  Roldan  pres- 
sed that  the  caravel  might  be  l^iuichj^i  and  as  Don  James 
nvn-n-  »    '  /     Columbus 
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Columbus  refused  his  consent  on  account  of  the  wont  off ' 
tackle^  Roklan  bi>gan  more  boldly  to  treat  with  some  of  the 
malcontents  about  launching  the  caravel  in  snite  of  his  refu- 
sal {  teNing  those  whom  he  thought  would  faU  into  his  mea^ 
sures,  that  the  reaso#why  the  licutrnant  and  his  brother ': 
were  averse  to  this  measure  was,  that  they  were  desirous  to  ^ 
scnire  the  dominion  of  the  island  to  themselves  an^^to  kee(t  i$. 
them  in  subjection,  and  that  there  might  not  be  any  vessel  tO  ^ 
carry  news  of  their  revolt  to  their  Catholic  majestiex*     And 
since  they  were  sensible  of  the  cruelty  and  ill  nature  of  tho 
lieutenant)  and  tho  restless  and  laborious  life  he  led  them,  in 
continually  building  towns  and  forts  without  necessity,  and  as 
there  were  now  no  nopes  of  the  admiral  retuiiiirig  with  sup-  „ 
plies,  it  was  fit  they  should  seizo  upon  that  caravel  to  procure  % 
their  own  liberty  and  relief,  and  not  suffer  themselves,  undef  ^ 
pretence  of  pay  which  they  never  received,  to  be  kept  under 
the  authority  of  a  foreigner,  when  it  was  in  their  power  to 
live  in  case  and  plenty.     That  by  assuming  the  authority  into 
their  own  hands,  they  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  divide 
the  island  equally  amongst  them,  und  would  be  served  by  the 
Indians  to  their  own  content;  wbr^vos  the  lieutenant  now 
held  them  under  such  rigorous  authority  that  they  could  not 
take  to  wile  any  Indian  woman  thev  pleased,  and  were  forced 
to  keep  the  throe  vows  of  monachism,  chastity,  poverty,  and 
abstinence,  and  were  not  wanting  in  lasts  and  penances,  im" 
prisonments,  and  other  puniHhments,  which  were  liberally  bo* 
stowed  for  the  smuliest  offences.     Wherefore,  since  he  Ra^' 
dan  held  the  rod  of  justice  and  royal  authority,  and  could  scu'en 
them  against  evil  consequences  on  this  account,  ho  advised 
them  to  act  as  he  directed,  in  doing  which  ihey  could  not  be 
found  guilty.     With  such  pretences  and  arguments,  proceed- 
ing from  the  hatred  he  bore  to  the  lieutenant,  he  drew  over 
so  many  to  his  party,  that  one  doy,  after  the  return  cf  the 
lieutenant  from  Xaraguato  Isabella,  some  of  the  conspirators 
resolved  to  stab  him,  and  considered  this  us  so  easy  a  matter 
that  they  had  provided  a  halter  to  hang  him  up  with  after  his 
death.    The  circumstance  which  more  imni>\liatcly  incenstHl 
them  at  this  jparticular  period,  'vas  the  imprisonment  of  one 
Barahona,  a  friend  to  the  cons^pirators  {  and  if  God  had  nut 
put  it  into  the  heart  of  the  lieutenant  not  to  proceet!  to  the 
execution  of  justice  at  this  time  against  that  persor.  the  con- 
fpirators  had  then  certninly  murdered  him. 

When  Francis  Rddan  perceived  that  he  hod  missed  the  op- 
voiL.  in.  M  portumty 
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purtunity  of  murdering  the  lieutenant,  uid  that  his  conspira- 
cy was  uiicovereUi  ho  ifeolvcd  to  positetiB  himself  of  the  town 
mid  fort  of  the  Conception,  thinking  that  from  thence  he  might 
be  easily  able  to  subdue  the  island.  It  happened  convenient- 
ly for  the  execution  of  this  design,  that  ho  was  then  near  that 
town,  having  been  sent  with  forty  men  to  reduce  that  pro- 
vince tOvoltedicnce,  the  Indians  having  revolted  und  formed  a 
similar  design  of  making  themselves  masters  of  tlio  C^uncep- 
tion  and  massacring  the  Christians.  So  that  Roldb  ,  under 
pretence  of  preventing  this  evil,  gathered  his  men  at  the  resi- 
dence of  one  of  the  caci({ue8  namcil  Marchc,  intending  to  put 
jiis  enterprise  into  execution  on  the  first  opportunit;^.  But 
BiUlester,  who  commanded  in  that  fort,  having  some  jealousy 
of  lloklans  intentions,  kept  himself  well  upon  his  guard,  and 
sent  intelligt'uce  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  danger  Tie  was  in  i 
I  anil'  the  lieutenant  with  all  sptn'd  drew  together  what  force  he 
W!is  able  to  muster  and  threw  himiielf  iijtto  the  fort  for  its  pro- 
tection. 

Uohlan  finding  IiIn  c(>n^piracy  discoverc<i  before  it  wan  ripe 
for  «'X(>i:ution,  cnnw  to  llu>  C\»nception  under  a  safe  conduct, 
more  to  make  his  observations  how  he  might  best  injure  the 
lieutenant,  than  thrt)ugh  any  desire  of  coming  to  an  accom- 
modation ;  and  with  more  boldness  und  impudence  tlmn  bj- 
ctunc  him,  retiuireil  the  lieutenant  to  order  the  caravel  to  be 
laiineheil,  or  else  to  give  him  leave  to  do  it,  which  he  and  his 
friends  were  able  and  willing  to  do.  Incensed  at  tluH  pre- 
sumption, the  lieutenant  nn^wered  that  neither  he  nor  his 
friends  were  seamen,  and  knew  not  what  was  proper  to  be 
done  in  that  case ;  and  tliough  they  had  known  how  to 
launch  the  caravel,  yet  they  couki  not  sail  in  her  for  want  of 
XJgging  and  t)ther  necessaries,  and  therefore  it  would  only  ex- 
pose the  iiii'n  and  the  caravel  to  certain  destruction  to  pretend 
•>  to  seiul  her  to  Spain.  Upon  this,  conscious  that  they  had  no 
,  knowledge  of  sea  affairs,  and  that  the  lieutenant  beiiig  a  sea- 
man understood  these  matters,  the  conspirators  diftercd  in 
opinion  on  tliis  subject.  After  this  (quarrelsome  discussion, 
lloldan  went  away  in  anger,  refusing  to  surrender  his  rod  of 
justice  to  tlie  lieutenant,  or  to  stand  trial  for  his  disobedient  and 
.mutinous  conduct ;  saying  that  he  would  do  botl)  when  or- 
dered by  their  Catholic  majesties  to  whom  the  island  belong- 
ed, but  that  he  could  not  expect  to  receive  an  impartial  or 
iiur  trial  from  the  lieutenmit,  who  Imre  him  hatrixl  and  il) 
will,  and  would  find  means  to  put  him  to  a  sluunetui  death  if 
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he  submitted,  whether  right  or  wrong.     But  in  the  mean 
time,  not  to  uxcecd  the  bounds  of  reattonable  obedience,  he 
was  willing  to  go  und  reside  in  any  place  that  tdc  lieutenant 
might  pomt  out.     Whereupon  the  lieutenant  commanded 
him  to  go  to  the  reHidence  of  the  cacique  James  Columbus  ' ' ; 
but  he  retiiscd  this  under  pretence  that  there  were  not  sufB- 
cient  proviHions  there  tor  his  men,  und  that  he  would  find  a 
convenient  place  for  himself. 
1        lloldan  went  from  thence  to  Isabella,  where  he  gathered  a 
company  of  sixty-iivc  udheronts  ;  und  finding  himself  unable 
to  launch  the  caravel,  he  and  his  followers  plundered  the  mu^ 
gaziues,  taking  away  what  arms,  merchandize,  and  provisions 
tney  thought  proper,  Don  James  Columbus  who  was  there 
not  being  able  to  oppose  them,  and  would  even  haVc  been  in 
imminent  peril  of  his  life  if  he  liud  not  withdrawn  into  the  fort 
with  8(mie  friends  and  servant*:.     In  the  process  or  examina- 
tions which  were  afterwards  drawn  up  on  tliis  subject,  some 
of  the  evidences  ileposcd  that  lioldun  offered  to  submit  to 
Don  James,  providing  he  would  take  his  part  against  his 
own  brother:   Which  ne  refusing,  and  Uoldan  being  unable 
to  do  him  any  farther  harm,  and  also  fearing  the  succours 
which  were  coming  from  the  lieutenant,  he  anifthc  mutineers 
left  the  town,  and  fulling  upon  the  cuttle  that  griuced  in  the 
neighbourhood,  they  killed  such  us  they  wunteafor  food,  and 
took  uwoy  the  beasts  of  burden  to  serve  them  on  their  jour- 
ney, as  they  resolved  to  go  luid  settle  in  the  province  of  Xa- 
raguu  whence  the  lieutenant  had  very  lately  returned.     The 
reason  for  preferring  that  province  was  because  of  its  l»  i^tg 
tiie  pleasuntcst  and  most  pleniiiid  part  of  the  isiand,  and  its 
inhaoitants  were  more  civiU/.ed  and  wiser  than  any  ot  tht't 
others,  besides  that  the  women  there  were  handsomer  und  of 
more  pleasing  manners  than  in  any  other  district. 

Before  putting  this  design  into  execution,  KoIuhu  resolved 
to  make  a  trial  of  his  strength,  before  the  Ueutenant  could 
have  time  to  increase  his  power,  and  punish  the  rebels  ac- 
cording  to  their  demerits.  For  which  reason  he  resolved  to 
attempt  to  take  tlie  town  of  the  Conception  by  surprize  on  the 
way  to  Xaragua,  and  to  kill  the  Ueutenant,  and  if  this  plan 
did  not  succeed  to  besiege  him  there.    But  the  Ueutenant  got 

timely 

15  This  is  ak  obvioui  error  which  cannot  be  corrected,  Don  Jame*  Co- 
lumbus being  BO  cacic|ue.  It  is  possible  that  one  of  the  native  caciquos  n>a^ 
have  embraced  Christianity,  receiving  those  names  in  baptitm,  but  «f  this 
the  text  gives  no  intelligence. — £. 
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timely  notice  of  the  design  c^  the  mutineers,  tx^d  stood  upon 
his  guard,  encouraging  his  men  with  good  wonds  and  the 
promitie  of  two  sliives  each  and  many  giils,  if  they  pt-rsistrd  in 
peribrming  their  duty.  Yet  he  was  led  to  believe  that  most 
of  those  who  were  with  him  liked  th(f  life  of  insubordination 
and  license  which  was  led  by  Roldnn  and  his  followers  so 
well,  that  many  of  them  gave  ear  to  his  mesfflges  ;  and  there- 
fore Roldan  conceived  hopes  that  many  of  the  lieutenants 
people  would  go  over  to  his  side,  which  enct)urHge\l  him  to 
undertake  the  enterprise  upon  the  Conception,  which  did  not 
howeviT  succeed  according  to  his  wishes  and  hopes.  The 
lieutenant  was  a  man  of  great  resolution,  and  having  the  best 
so1(!icrs  on  his  side,  resolved  to  do  that  by  force  of  arms 
whieh  he  could  not  aftect  by  arguments  and  fair  moans.  He 
gathered  therefore  his  men  together  and  marched  out  of  the 
town  to  attack  the  rebels  on  the  red. 

Perceiving  that  his  expectations  were  disappointed,  and 
that  not  one  man  deserted  to  him  from  the  lieutenants  party, 
Roldan  was  afraid  to  meet  him  in  the  field,  and  resolved  to 
retire  in  time  to  Xaragua  os  he  had  first  designed.  Yet  he 
tAlk(;d  contemptuously  of  the  lieutenant,  and  stirred  up  the 
Indians  wherever  he  went  to  rebel  against  him,  pretending 
that  he  had  deserted  him  becau.e  he  was  a  perron  of  a  morose 
and  revengeful  disposition  bi)th  against  the  Christians  id  the 
Indians,  andabominablycovctous,  as  was  seen  by  the  great  bur- 
thens and  tributes  he  imposed  on  them ;  which  if  they  sub- 
mitted-to  he  would  augment  every  year,  though  contrary  to 
the  will  of  their  Catholic  majesties,  who  required  nothing  of 
their  subjects  but  obedience,  and  wished  to  maintain  them  in 
justice,  peace,  and  liberty.  And  he  declared  that  he  and  his 
friends  and  followers  would  assist  them  to  assert  their  rights 
against  the  lieutenant,  and  declared  himself  the  protector  and 
deliverer  of  the  Indinns.  After  this  Roldun  forbade  the  paj- 
ment  of  the  tribute  whieh  had  been  imposed  by  the  admiral, 
by  which  means  it  could  not  be  gatheretl  from  those  who 
were  at  any  distance  from  the  residence  of  the  lieutenant,  and 
he  was  ahraid  to  collect  it  from  those  in  hrs  neighbourhood, 
lest  he  might  provoke  tliem  to  join  with  the  rebels.  Not- 
withstanding of  this  concession,  no  sooner  hud  the  lieutenant 
withdrawn  from  the  Conception  than  Guarionex,  the  princi- 
pal cacique  of  that  pr(>vince,  resolved  to  besiege  that  place 
with  the  assistance  of  Roldan,  and  to  destroy  the  Christians 
who  defended  it. 

The 


eUA^.  t.  SECT.  3t.         by  Christopher  Columbus. 


165 


The  better  to  etfcctiiate  this  scheme,  he  called  together  all 
the  caciques  of  bis  party,  and  privately  agreed  with  tht'm  that 
every  one  should  kill  such  ot  the  Chrisiiuns  as  resided  in  hi& 
district.  For  the  territories  in  Hispaniola  were  too  small  lor 
any  of  them  to  mamtain  a  great  number  of  people,  and 
therefore  the  Cnristi  ins  were  under  the  necessity  of  dividing 
themselves  into  stuali  parties  of  eight  or  ten  in  each  liberty  or 
diiitrict.  This  gave  the  Indians  hopes  that,  by  surprizing 
them  all  at  one  and  the  same  time,  thty  might  have  it  in  their 
power  to  extirpate  the  whole  a:  id  suiter  none  to  escape.  But 
having  no  other  way  of  counting  time  or  ordering  any  thing 
else  which  requires  counting,  except  by  means  of  their  fingers, 
they  resolved  that  every  one  shouKl  be  ready  to  destroy  the 
Christians  at  the  next  full  moon,  ^iuaiionex  having  thus 
concerte<l  with  his  caciques,  one  of  the  chietest  among  them 
being  desirous  to  acquire  reputation,  and  looking  upon  the 
enteiprize  as  a  very  easy  matter,  fell  on  before  the  time  ap- 
pointed, not  being  astronomer  sufficient  to  know  the  exact 
time  of  full  moon.  After  a  severe  conflict,  he  was  torced  to 
fly  for  assistance  and  protection  to  Gatirionex,  who  put 
him  to  u^ath  as  he  deserved,  for  having  thus  laid  open  the 
conspiracy  and  put  the  <  /hrisfians  on  their  guard. 

The  rebels  were  not  a  little  mortified  at  this  miscarriage  of 
the  I  ndian  plot,  for  it  was  reported  that  it  had  bt  ,n  concert- 
ed with  their  privacy  and  consent,  and  they  had  therefore 
waiied  to  see  wheth-  r  Guarionex  might  bring  affairs  to  such 
a  pass,  that  by  joining  with  him  they  might  be  able  to  destroy 
the  lieutenant.  But  perceiving  th  it  it  tailed  of  success,  they 
considered  themselves  insecure  in  the  province  where  tliey 
then  were,  and  therefore  went  away  to  Xari^ua,  still  proclaim- 
ing themselves  the  protectors  of  the  Indians,  whereas  ihey 
v.-ere  thieves  in  their  actions  and  inclinHtions,  having  no  re« 
gard  to  God  or  the  opinion  of  the  v/oi  Id,  but  following  their 
own  inordinate  appetites.  Every  (me  stole  or  took  away 
what  he  could,  and  their  leader  Roldan  more  than  any  of 
the  rest,  commanding  every  cacique  to  entertain  him  that 
could  ;  and  though  he  forbade  the  Indians  from  payiig  any 
tribute  to  the  lieutenant,  he  exacted  much  more  from  them 
under  pretence  of  acting  as  their  defender,  insomuch  that 
from  one  cacique  only,  numeii  Monicaotex,  he  received  every 
three  months  a  calabash  full  of  pure  gold,  containing  three 
marks  or  a  pound  and  a  half,  and  to  make  sure  of  him  he  de- 
tained his  son  and  nephew  ns  hostage:^.     He  who  reads  this 
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must  not  wonder  that  we  reduce  the  marlcB  of  gold  to  the 
measure  of  a  cnlnbaah,  which  is  here  dune  to  shew  that  the 
Indians  dealt  in  all  these  cases  by  measure,  as  they  never  had 
anyweiffhts. 

The  Christians  being  thus  divided,  and  no  supplies  coming 
from  Spain,  the  lieutenant  and  his  brother  were  unable  to 
keep  the  people  in  quiet  who  still  remained  with  them ;  for 
most  of  them  were  mean  persons,  and  desirous  of  leading 
tliat  life  of  case  and  licentiousness  which  Ruldan  offered  foi: 
their  acceptance,  by  which  they  became  so  insolent  that  it 
¥4  as  impossible  to  keep  them  in  order,  or  to  punish  the  guilty 
lest  they  might  be  utterly  forsaken  {  neither  dared  <iu  y  in 
these  circumstances  to  attempt  reducing  the  rebel"  to  order, 
and  were  necessitated  to  bear  patiently  with  their  audacious 
contempt  of  government.  But  it  being  the  will  of  God  to  af- 
ford them  some  comfort,  it  pleased  him  to  order  that  the  tM  o 
ships  should  arrive  which  had  been  dispatched  about  a  year 
;  er  the  departure  of  the  admiral  from  the  Indies.  Ik-,  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  country  nnd  the  dispositions  of  the 
pe(^lc  whom  he  had  left  in  the  colony,  and  the  great  danger 
which  might  arise  from  his  lone  absence,  had  pressed  for  and 
obtained,  not  witliout  great  solicitatitm  and  difficulty,  that 
two  of  tlie  ships,  out  of  the  eight  **  which  he  had  been  order- 
ed to  fit  out,  might  be  sent  on  before  with  supplies.  The  ar- 
rival of  these,  the  supplies  which  they  brought  of  men  and 
provisions,  and  tlie  assurance  that  the  admiral  had  safely  ar- 
rived in  i^ain,  encouraged  those  who  were  with  the  lieute- 
nant to  serve  him  more  faithfully,  nnd  mode  those  who  adhe- 
red to  Roldan  apprehensive  of  being  punished. 

The  rebels  being  desirous  to  hear  news  from  home,  and  to 
furnish  themselves  witli  many  things  of  which  they  were  in 
want,  resolved  to  repair  to  the  harbour  of  8t  Domingo  where 
the  ships  hud  put  in,  not  without  hopes  of  being  able  to  draw 
over  some  of  the  men  to  their  party.  But  as  the  lieutenant 
received  notice  of  their  design  and  was  nearer  that  har- 
bour, he  moved  thither  with  all  the  force  he  ould  muster  to 
hinder  their  design,  and  leaving  guards  in  the  passes,  he  went 
to  the  port  to  visit  the  ^hips  and  to  regulate  the  af&irs  of  that 
place.  And  being  anxious  that  the  admiral  might  find  the 
island  in  a  peaceable  condition  and  all  troubles  at  an  end  upon 

his 

16  In  the  original  tranilation,  the  number  of  the  appointed  fleet  it  aaid  to 
hivt  been  eighteen ;  but  this  must  be  a  typographicaJ  error,  a«  with  the  «b^ 
ships  he  had  with  himself,  and  these  two  previously  dispatched,  th;re  were 
just  eight  in  all. — E. 
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his  return,  he  ngaiii  made  new  overtures  to  Roldan,  who  was 
then  nix  leugues  oiF  with  hi^  men.  For  this  purpose  he  sent 
Peter  Fernandez  Coronel,  the  communder  of  the  two  newly 
arrived  shipii,  whom  he  chuse  tor  this  employment  because  he 
was  a  man  of*  worth  and  in  authority,  and  bectiuse  he  could 
certify  to  iloldun  and  tiic  miitincurs  of  the  arival  of  tlic  ad- 
miral in  Spain,  the  good  reception  he  htul  found  there,  and 
the  willingness  their  majesties  liad  expressed  to  support  his 
authority  in  the  Indies.  But  the  chief  men  among  the  rebels 
would  not  permit  him  to  speak  in  public,  being  fearful  of  the 
impression  he  miglit  make  upon  their  deluded  ioilowers  ;  they 
therelbre  received  him  on  the  road  in  a  warlike  posture,  and  he 
could  only  ^peak  some  words  in  private  to  those  who  were  ap- 
pointeil  to  hear  him.  Thus  unable  to  do  any  thmg,  Coronel 
returned  to  the  town,  and  the  rebels  to  their  (jparters  at  Xara- 
|(ua,  not  without  apprehensions  lest  Roldan  and  some  of  the 
ringleaders  might  write  to  their  friends  at  Isabella  to  intercede 
for  them  with  tl»o  admiral  on  his  arrival  to  be  restoretl  to  fa- 
vour, as  all  their  complaints  were  against  the  lieutenant  and 
not  against,  the  admirul  himself. 

The  three  ships  which  tho  admiral  had  dispatched  from  the 
Canary  islands  with  ouccours  to  Ilispuniola,  proceeded  on 
their  voyage  with  tiiir  winds  till  they  came  to  those  Caribbee 
inlands  which  sailors  first  meet  with  on  their  way  to  the  port 
of  St  Domingo.  The  pilots  were  not  then  so  well  acquainted 
with  that  voyage  as  they  have  since  become,  and  knew  not 
how  to  hit  that  port,  but  were  carried  away  by  the  currents  so 
far  to  the  westwards  that  they  arrived  in  the  province  of  Xa« 
ragua,  then  occupied  by  the  rebels.  These,  uniierstunding 
that  the  ships  were  out  of  their  way  and  knew  nothing  of  the 
revolt,  sent  some  of  their  number  peaceably  on  board,  who 
pretended  that  they  were  there  by  the  lieutenants  orders,  on 
purpose  to  preserve  that  part  of  the  country  under  obedience 
and  to  be  Uie  better  supplied  with  provisions.  But  a  secret 
which  is  diffused  among  many  is  easily  divulged,  so  that  Alon- 
zo  Sanchez  de  Caruvajal,  who  was  the  most  skilful  among  the 
captains  of  these  three  ships,  was  soon  aware  of  the  rebel  iioa 
and  discord,  and  began  immediately  to  make  overtures  of 
peace  to  Roldan,  in  hopes  of  persuading  him  to  submit  to  the 
lieutenant.  But  the  familiar  conversation  which  the  rebels 
had  previously  been  allowed  on  board  the  ships  had  already 
produced  such  effects  that  his  persuaaions  wore  disregiaUfd  ; 
Roldan  having  obtained  private  assurances  from  many  of  those 
»  who 
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who  had  come  fresh  from  Spain  that  they  would  adhere  to 
him,  and  bv  this  accession  of  strength  he  hoped  to  advance 
Iiinise]f  to  hjcher  power. 

Finding  thut  tbe  negociation  was  not  likely  to  draw  to  a 
speedy  conclusion,  Caravajal  and  the  other  captains  thought 
it  convenient  and  proper  that  the  people  who  had  been 
brought  from  Spain  under  wages  to  work  in  the  mines  and 
other  public  employments,  should  go  by  land  to  St  Domingo  ; 
because  the  winds  and  currents  being  adverse,  the  voyage 
there  might  possibly  occupy  two  or  three  months,  during  which 
these  people  would  consume  a  great  doal  of  provisions,  if  they 
remained  on  boarii,  and  might  fall  sick,  and  much  time  would 
be  lost  which  they  might  otherwise  have  devotctl  to  the  several 
employments  for  which  they  were  sent  out*  Maving  agreed 
upon  tlus  plan,  ^  fell  to  the  lot  of  John  Anthony  Columbus 
to  march  with  the  men  by  land,  who  were  forty  in  number ; 
Arana  was  appointed  to  conduct  the  ships  from  Xaragua  to 
St  Domingo  ;  and  Caravajal  remained  to  endeavour  to  bring 
tlic  rebels  to  an  accommodation.  John  Anthony  Columbus 
set  out  with  his  people  the  second  day  after  landing ;  but  those 
labourers  and  vagabonds  who  had  been  sent  out  to  work  desert- 
ed to  the  rebels,  and  lett  him  with  only  six  or  seven  men  who 
continued  in  their  duty.  Upon  this  John  Anthony  went  bold- 
ly to  Rcldan,  to  whom  he  represented,  that  since  he  pretend- 
ed to  promote  the  service  of  their  Catholic  majesties,  it  was 
iiot  reasonable  to  suffer  those  men  who  had  been  sent  out  to 
people  and  cultivate  the  country  and  who  received  wages  for 
following  their  callings,  to  remain  and  lose  their  time  without 
pertbrining  their  engagements ;  that  by  turning  them  away 
he  would  make  his  words  and  actions  more  conformable,  and 
that  his  staying  in  this  place  evinced  that  he  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  forward  the  pubHc  service,  but  only  to  foment  discord 
and  iiivision  with  the  lieutenant.  But  as  the  desertion  of  the 
labourers  was  favourable  to  the  views  of  Roldan  and  his  fol- 
lowers,  and  they  considered  that  a  crime  committed  by  many 
is  soonest  connived  at,  he  pretended  that  he  could  not  use  vio~ 
letice  towards  these  people,  and  that  his  was  a  religious  order 
which  refused  no  man.  Knowing  that  it  was  not  the  part  of 
a  discreet  person  to  expose  himsell'  to  danger  by  pressing  tins 
matter  any  further,  John  Anlliony  determined  to  go  on  board 
again  with  those  few  who  still  remained  faithful;  and  that 
they  mijiht  not  be  so  served  by  those  who  remained,  he  and 
Arana  sailed  immediately  with  their  two  ships  for  St  Domingo, 
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with  the  wind  as  contrary  as  they  feared ;  for  they  spent  many 
ciay»  uif  sea  and  spoiled  all  their  provisions,  and  CaravajaH 
iltip  wtti4  much  damaged  upon  certain  sands,  where  she  lost 
her  rudder  and  sprung  a  leak,  so  that  they  had  much  difficul- 
ty to  bring  her  into  port. 
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Section  XL 

Cojit intuition  of  the  Troubles  after  the  return  of  the  Admiral 
tu  Hispaniola^  to  their  Adjustment. 

When  the  captains  arrived  at  St  Domingo  with  thdr  bhipt 
they  tbund  the  ajlmiral  there,  who  had  returned  trom  his  dlsr* 
covery  of  the  (ontincf)f.  Being  fully  inlbrmed  of  the  con- 
duct and  situation  of  the  rc^jels,  and  having  perused  the 
process  or  examination  which  the  lieutenant  had  drawn  up 
agiiinst  them,  by  which  their  crimes  were  fully  substantiated, he 
thouglit  proper  to  draw  out  a  new  process  for  the  information 
of  their  majesties,  resolving  at  the  same  time  to  use  all  pos- 
sible moderation  in  the  a^kir,  and  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours 
to  reduce  them  to  submission  by  fair  means,  and  without  the 
employment  of  an  armed  force.  For  this  reason,  and  that 
neither  they  nor  any  others  might  have  reason  to  complain  of 
him,  or  to  say  that  he  kept  tliem  in  Hispaniola  by  force,  he 
muui\  u  prnclumation  on  the  twelfth  of  September,  granting 
leave  to  £tl)  who  were  inclined  to  return  into  Sijain,  and  pro- 
mising them  a  free  passage  and  provisions  for  the  voyage. 

On  the  other  hand  the  admiral  received  information  that 
Roldan  was  coming  towards  St  Domingo  with  some  of  his  men; 
wherefore  he  ordered  Ballester  who  commanded  at  the  Con- 
ception to  look  well  to  the  security  of  his  town  and  fort,  and 
in  case  of  Roldan  coming  that  way,  he  desired  him  to  say 
that  the  admiral  was  much  concerned  for  his  sufterings,  and 
was  willing  to  overlook  all  that  had  passed  and  to  grant  a  ge- 
neral pardon  to  all  the  malcontents ;  and  invited  Roldan  to 
come  immediately  to  him  without  apprehension,  that  by  his 
advice  all  things  might  be  duly  ordered  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  and  that  he  would  send  hun  a  safo  conduct  in  such 
form  as  he  might  require.  Ballester  made  answer  on  the 
fourteenth  February  •  1498,  that  he  had  received  certain  in- 
formation 

}  This  must  be  an  error  for  September. — £. 
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formation  that  Riquelme  had  come  the  day  before  to  the  to'<7n 
of  Bomu>}  and  that  Roldan  and  Adrian,  the  ringleaders  of  Uit 
mutineers,  were  to  be  there  in  seven  or  eight  days,  when  he 
might  apprehend  them,  as  he  did  *,  Ballaster  conferred  with 
them  pursuant  to  the  instructions  he  had  received,  but  found 
them  obstinate  and  unmannerly.  Roldan  said  that  they  had 
not  come  to  treat  of  an  accommodation,  as  they  neither  desired 
nor  cared  for  peace,  as  beheld  the  admiral  and  his  authority 
in  his  power,  either  to  support  or  suppress  it  at  his  pleasure : 
That  they  must  not  talk  to  him  of  any  accommodation  until 
they  had  sent  him  all  the  Indian  prisoners  who  were  taken  at 
the  si^  of  the  Concq)tion>  He  added  other  things,  by 
which  it  plainly  appeared  that  he  would  enter  into  no  agree- 
ment that  was  not  much  to  his  advantage :  And  he  demand- 
ed that  Caravajal  should  be  sent  to  treat  with  him,  declaring 
his  resolution  to  treat  with  no  other  person,  he  being  a  man  of 
discretion  who  would  listen  to  reason,  as  he  had  found  by  ex- 
perience when  the  three  ships  were  ut  Xaragua.  This  answer 
made  the  admiral  suspect  the  fidelity  of  Caravajal,  and  not 
without  much  cause  tor  the  following  reasons. 

Before  Caravajal  was  at  Xaragua,  the  rebels  had  often 
wrote  and  sent  n^  jssaj^es  to  their  iiriends  who  were  with  the 
lieutenant,  asscrt:iij.<;  ih  it  they  would  submit  to  the  admiral  on 
his  arrival,  and  ''quesi  ng  them  to  intercede  with  and  appease 
him.  8ince  i?:Cv'  promised  this  as  soon  as  they  heard 
that  two  ships  hati  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  lieutenant, 
they  had  much  more  cause  to  perform  it  when  the  admiral 
was  actually  returned,  had  they  not  been  dissuaded  during 
their  long  conference  with  Caravajal.  Had  he  done  his 
duty,  he  ought  to  have  kept  Roldan  and  the  other  chiefs  of 
the  rebellion  as  prisoners  in  his  caravel,  as  they  were  two 
days  on  boaxd  without  any  security  or  safe  conduct  asked  or 
given.  And  knowing  that  they  were  in  rebellion  he  ought 
not  to  have  permitted  them  to  purchase  from  the  ships  56 
swords  and  60  cross-bows.  As  there  were  strong  suspicions 
that  the  men  who  were  to  land  with  John  Anthony  meant  to  join 
the  rebels,  he  ought  not  to  have  allowed  them  to  land,  or  should 
have  been  more  earnest  in  his  endeavours  to  recover  them. 
Caravajal  circulated  a  report  that  he  had  come  to  the  Indies 
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i  They  certainly  were  not  apprehended  or  made  prisoners ;  the  word 
used  is  probably  a  mistake  of  the  original  translator,  as  a  conference  was 
|he  only  consequence.-'E. 
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as  coadjutor  to  the  admiral,  ao  that  nothing  might  be  done 
without  him,  ]est  the  admiral  might  commit  some  offence. 
Holdan  had  written  to  the  admiral  that  he  was  drawing  near 
to  St  Domingo  by  the  advice  of  Caravajal,  to  be  nearer  him  to 
treat  for  an  accommodation  on  his  arrival  i  and  now  that  the 
admiral  was  arrived,  his  actions  not  suiting  with  his  letter,  it 
was  to  be  presumed  that  Caravajal  had  mvited  him  thither  to 
the  end  that,  if  the  admiral  had  been  long  of  comiT^  \  or  had 
not  come  at  all,  he  as  the  admirals  associate  b 
chief  judge  might  have  usurped  the  governmoT 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  lieutenant.  When  tht 
came  with  the  caravels  to  St  Domingo,  Caravaj 
by  land  under  protection  of  a  guard  of  rebels,  , 
whom,  Garair,  hi  d  been  two  days  and  two  nights  on  board 
his  ship.  Caravcjal  wrote  to  the  rebels  when  they  came  to 
Bunao,  and  sent  them  presents  and  provisions.  And  besides 
that  the  rebels  would  not  treat  through  any  other  person, 
they  had  unanimously  declared  that  they  would  have  taken 
him  for  their  captain,  if  there  had  been  any  occasion  for  such 
a  measure. 

Nothwithstanding  of  all  this,  considering  that  Caravajal 
was  a  gentleman  of  prudence  and  discretion,  who  would  not  be 
guilty  of  doing  any  thing  contrary  to 'his  duty ;  that  what  had 
been  reported  of  him  might  not  be  true,  and  that  every  one 
of  these  arguments  against  him  might  admit  of  being  answer^i. 
ed  or  explained,  and  the  admiral  being  exceedingly  desirous  to 
put  an  end  to  the  distractions  of  the  colony,  he  consulted  with 
all  the  principal  people  about  him  respectmg  Roldans  letter, 
and  what  was  best  to  be  done  on  this  occasion.  By  their  ad-- 
vice  he  sent  Caravajal  and  Ballester  to  treat.  Roldan  answer- 
'  ed  that  since  they  Imd  not  brought  with  them  the  Indians  he 
had  demanded,  he  would  enter  into  no  conference  for  an  ac- 
commodation. Caravajal  so  discreetly  replied  and  used  such 
convincing  arguments,  that  he  influenced  Roldan  and  throe  or 
four  of  the  other  leaders  to  agree  to  wait  upon  the  admiral  and 
endeavour  to  come  to  an  agreement :  But  this  being  disliked 
by  the  rest,  when  Rolilan  and  three  others  were  getting  on 
horseback  to  go  along  with  Caravajal  to  the  admiral,  the  rab- 
ble surrounded  them,  declaring  they  would  not  allow  them  to 
§0,  and  that  if  any  agreement  was  to  be  made  it  should  be 
rawn  up  in  writing,  that  all  might  know  what  was  proposed 
to  be  done. 

$ome  days  afterwards  Roldan,  by  consent  of  his  men,  wrote 
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on  the  Uventieth  of  October  to  the  admiral,  laying  the  mrhoh 
faiame  of  die  separation  on  the  lieutenant ;  and  saying,  an  the 
■ffaniral  had  not  sent  them  any  amturance  or  wcnrity  to  come 
and  give  an  accoant  of  themsdves,  they  had  resolved  to 
send  him  their  demands  in  writing,  vrhich  claimed  a  reward 
for  what  they  Ind  hitherto  done  as  wiU  appear  hereafter, 
lliou^  their  demands  were  abundantly  extravagant,  yet  Bai« 
lester  wrote  the  next  day  to  the  admiral,  highly  extoHing  Ca- 
ravajals  discourse,  and  saying  that  since  it  had  failed  to  Uis- 
soadfe  diose  people  from  dieir  wicked  designu,  nothing  less 
would  prevail  than  granting  them  all  they  demanded,  hemutid 
them  so  resolute^  He  added  that  he  looked  upon  it  as  next 
to  certain  that  most  of  the  people  who  were  with  the  admiral 
would  go  over  to  the  rebels,  and  though  he  might  rely  on 
the  fidelity  of  the  men  of  honour  and  his  own  servants,  yet 
these  would  not  be  able  to  withstand  so  great  a  number.  The 
admiral  alrea*ly  knew  this  by  experience,  having  made  a  mus« 
ter  of  all  who  were  fit  to  bear  arms  at  the  time  when  Roldan 
was  near  St  DominjUfo.  th:>t  he  might  be  ready  to  oppose  the 
rebels  if  necessary ;  and  so  many  of  the  people  feigned  them< 
selves  sick  or  lame  thai  oniy  seventy  H})peared  on  the  muster, 
of  whom  there  were  not  more  than  forty  in  whom  he  could 
confide. 

Hearing  of  this  muster  and  considering  it  a  threat  to  pro-* 
ceed  to  extremities  ngainst  them,  on  the  >eventeenth  of  Oc- 
tober 149b,  Holdan  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  mutineers  sent 
a  letter  to  the  aduiiral  subscribed  by  them  ail,  saying.  That 
they  had  withdrawn  themselves  irom  the  lieutenant  to  save 
their  lives,  he  having:  a  design  to  destroy  them.  That  they 
being  his  lordships  nervants,  whose  coming  they  had  anxioudy 
waited  for,  as  of  one  who  would  look  upon  what  they  had 
clone  as  in  compliance  with  their  dutjr  and  as  gtxxl  service  i 
that  they  had  hindered  their  adherents  from  <loing  any  harm 
to  any  that  belonged  to  his  lordship,  as  they  might  tvsily  have 
done.  That  since  he  was  now  come  and  was  so  tar  from  think- 
ing as  they  did,  that  he  insisted  upon  taking  revenge  and 
punishing  them ;  therefore,  that  they  might  m  at  liberty  to 
carry  on  their  proceedings  and  to  do  with  honour  what  they 
had  ttttdertaken,  they  now  took  leave  of  him  and  of  his  ner- 
vice.  Before  this  letter  was  delivered  to  the  admiral,  he  hod 
transmitted  proposals  for  an  accommodation  with  Roldan.       > 

In  his  conference  with  Roldan,  Caravajal  represented  the 
confidence  which  the  admiral  had  always  reposed  in  him,  and 
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the  good  account  whieK  he  had  siven  ta  Hietr  Catholic 
inajestieBofthecofiidkict  of  the  chief  jiittice ;  ttid  said  that 
the  admiral  had'rdridiied  from  writing,  lest  Ms  letter  mighjt 
have  been  leen  by  some  of  the  eonnnon  people,  lind  have  6t- 
casioned'  prgodice  to  die  negodntion ;  and  therefore,'  be  had 
sent  a  person  in  whom  Roldan  knew  that  the  admiral  (>Iaced 
much  confidence,  so  that  he  might  regard  what  was  said' by 
hiin  and  Ballester,  asequaHy^valid  and  bmding  as  if  nnder  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  admiral,  aiid  therefore,  he  might  con- 
aider  what  was  proper  to  be  done,  and  he  should  find  hinji 
ready  to  comphr  with  whatever  was  reasonable. 

On  the  IBtn  of  October,  the  admiral'  ordered  five  of  hiiL 
ships  to  depart  for  Spain>  and  sent  a  detailed  account  by  dienT 
to  their  majesties  of  all  the  afikirs  of  d^e  colony ;  saying,  that 
he  had  detained  the  ships  till  then  under  the  belief  that  Rot- 
dan  and  his  confederates  would  have  gone  home  In  tbemj, 
as  they  had  at  first  given  out ;  and  that  the  other  three  ships 
which  he  kept,  were  fitting  out  to  go  undler  the  command  of 
his  brother,  to  prosecute  the  discovery  of  the  continent  of 
Furia,  and  to  form  an  establishment  for  carrying  on  the  fishery 
of  pearls,  a  sample  of  which  he  now  sent  to  their  majestits  by 
Arrwpal. 

Having  received  the  admiral  letter,  Roldan  seemed  in^"^ 
clininff  to  do  tXi  that  was  required  of  him,  but  his  men  would 
not  auow  him  to  go  to  treat  without  a  safe  conduct,  he 
therefore  wrote,  desiring  one  to  be  sent  to  him  conformably 
to  certain  heads  which  he  transmitted  ;  and  this  communi- 
cation was  signed  by  himself  and  the  chief  men  of  his  party. 
The  safe  conduct  was  accordingly  sent  without  delay  by  ue 
iadmiral  on  the  26th  of  October;  and  Roldan  soon  came,  but 
more  with  the  design  of  drawine  some  of  the  people  about 
the  admiral  over  to  his  party,  than  widi  the  inteation  of 
concluding  an  Agreement,  as  appeared  by  theinsolent  nature 
of  his  proposals.  He  retumea  therefore  without  any  thing 
being  concluded,  saying,  that  he  wtmldgive  his  people  an 
account  of  the  state  of  matters,  and  should  then  write  the  re- 
mit of  llieir  deliberations  f  and  that  there  might  be  some  one 
•long  wRh  him  having  power  to  treat  and.  sun  to  whatever 
might  be  agreed  upon,  the  admiral  sent  Salamanca,  his 
steward,  to  accompany  Roldan  to  Bonao.  After  much  talk 
among  themselves,  Roldan  transmitted  certain  articles  of 
agreement  for  the  admiral  to  siffn,  telling  him  that  they  con- 
tamed  all  that  he  could  persuade  his  people  to  concede;  and 
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that  if  his  bidship  thoi^t  fit  to  grant  these  terms,  he  should 
send  his  aismtf  to  tlie  Conception,  for  th«|r  could  no  loiu;er  re- 
main,  at  JBc^po  for  want  or  provisions,  and  th<^  shoura  wait 
for  lib.  ani^ver  dll  the  ensuing  Monday.  Having  read  their 
answer,  and  the  dishonouraUe  articles  which,  they  proposed, 
and  consiaering  them  as  tending  to  bring  himself,  his 
.brothers,  and  even  justice  into  contempt,  the  admiral  would 
not  grant  them :  But  that  they  might  have  no  cause  to  com- 
plain that  he  was  too  stiff  and  uncomplying,  he  caused  a  ge- 
neral pardon  to  be  proclaimed  and  posted  on  the  gates  fpr 
^irty  days,  of  which  the  following  was  the  purport ;  >^,-  . 

**  Whereas,  during  the  absence  of  the  admiral  in  %)ain, 
certain  diffisrences  had  occurred  between  the  lieutenant  with 
the  chief  justice  Roldan  and  others  who  had  fled  with  him; 
Yet,  notwithstanding  any  thing  that  had  happened,  they 
might  all  in  general,  and  eveiy  one  in  particular,  safely  rfr* 
turn  to  the  service  of  their  Catholic  majesties,  as  if  no  diS&- 
rences  had  ever  been  :  And  that  whoever  might  be  inclined 
to  return  into  Spain  should  have  his  passage  and  an  order  to 
receive  Ins  pay  as  was  usual  with  others ;  provided  they  pre- 
sented themsdves  before  the  admiral  widiin  thirty  days  after 
die  date  of  this  proclamation,  to  claim  and  receive  the  benefit 
of  this  pardon ;  but  that  aJl  who  did  not  appear  within  the 
time  limited,  ^ould  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the 
due  course  of  law." 

The  admiral  sent  this  pardon  signed  by  himself  to  Roldan 
by  Caravajal,  and  gave  him  in  writing  the  reasons  lyhy  he 
neither  cpuld  nor  ought  to  grant  the  articles  which  had  been 
prcqposed  by  them,  and  exhorting  them  to  consider  what  they 
were  about,  if  they  had  any  respect  to  the  service  of  their 
miyesties.  Caravajal  went  to  the  rebels  at  the  Conception^ 
who  received  the  admirals  profiered  pardon  in  derision,  and 
hauditily  said,,  that  he  would  soon  have  occasion  to  ask  a 
pardon  trom  them.  All  this  took  place  durine  the  space  of 
three  weeks  { in  the  course  of  whicn  time,  under  the  pretence 
of  wishing  to  iqpprehend  a  person  whom  Roldan  desired  to 
execute  in  his  character  of  chief  justice,  they  besieued  Bal- 
lester  in  the  fort  of  the  Conception,  and  cut  ofi^  his  supply 
of  water,  thinking  to  force  him  to  surrendfr ;  but  upon  the 
arrival  of  Caravajal  th^  raised  the  siege ;  and  aiw  many 
alterations  of  the  proposed  articles  on  both  sides,  the  following 
were  mutually  concluded  upon : 
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Agreement  betfween  the  Aiawral and  RoldanK 

1.  The  lord  admiral  shall  give  two  good  ships  in  gq<i4 
order,  according  to  the  judgment  of  afafe  seamen,  to  be.  de- 
livered at  the  port  cf  Xaragua,  where  Roldan  and  his  com- 
pany shall  embark  and  sail  for  l^pain. 

2,  The  admiral  shall  give  an  order  for  pavment  of  the 
salaries  due  to  them  all  till  that  day,  with  lettors  of  re- 
commendation to  their  Catholic  majesties  to  cause  than  to  be 
paid. 

S.  The  admiral  shall  give  them  slaves  for  tlieir  services 
and  sufferings,  and  certify  the  gift;  and  some  of  them  havine 
women  big  with  child,  diese  shall  be  counted  instead  of  su<£ 
slaves  as  iSey  were  to  have,  if  carried  with  them;  and  their 
children  were  to  be  free,  and  they  might  take  them  to  Eu- 
rope. 

4.  The  admiral  to  supply  all  requisite  provisions }  but  not 
being  able  to  provide  bread,  they  are  to  be  allowed  to  make 
it  for  themselves  in  the  country.  And,  lest  the  Carib  bread 
might  spoil,  they  are  to  have  thirty  hundred  weight  of  bis- 
cuit, or  thirty  sacks  of  com  in  lieu  thereof. 

5.  The  admiral  shall  give  a  safe  conduct  for  such  persons 
4U  may  come  to  him  to  receive  the  orders  for  their  pay; 

6.  The  goods  of  some  of  those  with  Roldan  having  been 
seized,  the  admiral  shall  order  restitution. 

7.  Demands  an  order  for  payment  of  the  value  of  S5Q 
swine  belwiging  to  Roldan,  which  had  been  seized. 

5.  Gives  authority  to  Roldan  to  sell  his  goods,  or  to  do 
with  them  as  he  likes  best 

9.  Desiring  speedy  judgment  in  a  cause  respecting  a 
horse. 

10.  The  just  demands  of  Salamanca  to  be  paid. 

U.  Concerning  some  slaves,  not  conclusive  or  explain- 
ed. 

18.  The  admiral  to  grant  a  safe  conduct,  and  to  promise 
in  the  name  of  their  majesties,  and  upon  his  own  faith  and 
the  word  of  a  gentleman,  that  neither  he  nor  any  other  person 
shall  iniure  them  or  obstruct  their  voyage. 

**  I  Francis  Roldan,  judge,  promise  and  engage  my  faith  and 
word,  for  myself  and  all  those  with  me,  that  the  articles 
iiere  set  down  shall  be  faithfully  observed  and  fulfilled  on  our 

part, 

S  The  minute  technical  fomu  of  thii  agreement,  as  altogether  unintereit' 
I'ng,  are  here  abridged.— El  ^^. , 
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port,  the  k>rd  admiral  perfennmg  bit  part  theteof,  and  of  the 
fijikywinffsftines.  >  i   . 

'  **  I.  Tfaiat  fk«>  tiiM  dstey  till  the  answer  be  lN»affht»  for 
irftibh'  ten  ^^  aire  MUo#ed»  nopenoa  shall  be  admitted  among 
ns  from  those  who  are  with  Uie  admiral* 

'*  2,  Hist  within  fifty  daya  after  eeceinril^  the  an«Kcr,  we 
wiD  embwk  antd"  sail' for  Spain. 

•*^  9i  That  none^of  the  dbvea  freely  granted  to  lu  dwUba 
taken  away  by  force. 

**4r.  We  shall  giteacooont  to  a  pcnon  dciMited  by  the 
aAniralj  of  aH  we  oarry  on  boards  and  shallodiver  to  bim 
att  we  may  have  belonging  to  their  majesties. 

**  In  testhnony  wnerew,  I,  Francis  Roldan^  engage  for 
nqrself  and  company  to  observe  and  perform  the  same,  iand 
have  subscribed  this  writing  at  the  Conception  this  16th  ok' 
November  1498." 

**  Having  cKamined  Um  agreement,  made  by  Alonzo 
Sanchez  de  Caravajal  and  James  de  Salamanca  with  Ecan- 
ds  Rddaa  and  his  company,  thia  day,  being  Wednesday  the 
31st  of  November  1498,  1  agree  to  its  beMg  ftilfy  observed^ 
upon  conditioR  that  said  Francis  Roldan  and  ma?  followers 
shall  not  receive  into  their  company  any  other  GhristiaoB  ef 
the  islanf  I  of  any  state  or  cMidition  whatsoever." 

Matters bdng  thus  adjusted,  Caravigal  and  Salamaoeare^ 
paired  to  St  Domingo  to  the  admiral,  and  at  their  reqaest  he 
subscribed  his  ratififetion  of  the  articles  as  above,  and  granted 
a  new  safe  conduet,  or  leave  to  all  who  might  not  iodine  to 
go  to  Spain  with  Roldan  to  remain,  promising  them  pay 
or  the  liberty  of  planter»  as  th^  Ukcd  best,  and  for  others  to 
come  freely  to  the  seat  of  government  to  arrange  their  affiurs. 
These  were  delivered  to  Roldan  and  his  company  by  the 
Castellan  Balleeter  at  the  Conception  on  the  24th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  they  went  away  towards  Xaragua  to  prepare  for 
their  departure.  Though  the  admiral  was  seusibic  of  their 
viHany,  and  much  concerned  that  the  good  services  which  his 
brother  might  have  performed  in  continuing  the  discovery. of 
the  continent  of  Paria,  and  the  settlement  of  a  pearl  fishjetv^ 
was  obstructed  by  giving  those  ships  to  the  rebeb,  yet  ne 
Would  not  give  them  occasion  to  blame  him  for  theeondnoanoe 
of  disturbffiDces  by  refusing  them  a  passage.  He  b^pu^ 
therefore,  immediately  to  fit  out  the  ships  according  to  the 
agreement,  though  the  equipment  was  somewhat  retarded  by 
ihe  want  of  stores  mid  o^er  necessaries.    To  remedy  tiiis 
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defisct,  he  ordered  Cwevi^  iog»  overland  to  provide  «)d 
diipofe  ell  Uuiifi  finr  dieir  depeHuie*  wlule!  die  iliip^  wemt 
ebovt  to  Xftn^puii  leMthring  to  goi iKMn  bimaelfto  IiwUeUlk  to 
iBttie  a£BMi«  in  diet  piece,  Iseting  his  broiher  Jbmei  iQ  die 
comouind  at  Si  DtMoingo. 

la  the  end  of  January  1400»  after  hndepartuns,  the  JhPf 
carevda  beii^  fumuhed  with  j^  tieoeiveriei,  M  out  to  take 
up  the  rcbelai  bul  a  great  ttoHQ  aroM^bv  the  w4i^,  #nd  th«} 
were  forced  to  put  into  aoothor  port  tift  the  evd  of  AjUurvht 
and  becauae  the  caravel  Mine  ive*  in  the  Wont.  coiKlitiot 
and  wanted  moat  repliir<i  the  admiral  ient  orders  to  Feter 
de  Arena  and  Fraocii  de  Oarai  to  repiMr  to  Xanwue  wdi 
the  SentA  Crus  in  her  stead,  on  boiurd  of  which  CMUViUid 
wont  by  sea  instead  of  going  by  land  as  before  intended*  He 
wag  deven  days  by  tM  way,  and  found  the  Other  caravel  in 
waiting.  L     ; 

In  uie  meanwhile,  the  caravels  not  coming,  and  mpst  oif 
the  rebels  having  no  mind  to  embark,  they  took  the  delay 
as  a  pretence  for  remaining  in  the  island,  throwing  all  the 
bkune  upon  the  admiral,  as  if  he  had  not  diqpMched  them  ap 
soon  as  it  was  in  his  power.  Being  informed  of  this,  be 
wrote  to  Roldan  and  Adrian,  endeavouring  to  persuade 
them  in  a  friendly  manner  to  perform  the  agreement  and  not 
to  relapse  into  rebellion.  Besides  this,  Caraviyal»  who  was 
then  at  Xaragua,  entered  a  foirmal  protest  <m  ^  3,0th  of 
.^uril,  before  a  notary  named  Francis  de  Garai,  afkerwards 
governor  of  Panuqo  and  Jupaica,  requiring  th^n,  since  the 
admiral  had  fornished  them  with  ships,  to  embark  pursuant 
to  th«r  agreement.  And  because^they  would  not,  ana  because 
the  ships  bottoms  suffered. much  from  the  ravages  of; die 
worms,  and  the  men  b<^i;an  to  be  in  want  of  provisions, 
he  ordered  them  back  to  St  Domingo  <m  the  2fiti|i.j9|* 
April.  .K    *■ 

The  rebek  were  no  way  concerned  at  this,  biit  rather  re> 
joiced  and  grew  haughty  on  seeing  that  sudi  account  was 
made  of  them,  and  were  so  far  from  acknowled^ng  the  civi- 
lity and  attention  of  the  admiral,  that  they  bid  it  to  his 
cKarge  in  writing,  that  through  his  fault  they  were  forped  to 
stay  {  that  he  had  a  mind  to  be  revenged  upctn  them,  and 
haa  dierefore  delayedto  send  the  caravels,  which  were  in  such 
bad  condition  that  it  were  impossible  they  shoukl  go  in  them 
to  Spain  i  and  though  they  had  been  nem  so  good,  theur 
pfovisifms  were  a)!  expended  in  waiting  for  them»  and  thev 
^f Vol.  III.  M*       -  ..    . ■     ..r..- cQuld 
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coold  not  prori^  laoreftr  a  long  whfletoeome:  For  all 
%rhich  mmnu  dwy  w«m  rMolved  to  ramafai  on  the  ialaiid* 
and  to  exmct  ndrtm  diMt  pkmaaceB  froM  die jnstioe  at' 
their-  Cawkriic  i«aieMiei'v  Caiivi^  re^^  by  land  with 
this  answer  to  St  Domingo,  to  whom  at  the  time  of  hii  de- 
l^ure  RoMan  nid  he  would  wiilin|^  wait  upon  the  adaidral 
to  endieairotir  to  ifoim  sooh  an  agreement  as  mM^t  be  satit- 
&ctoiy  to  afl  parties,  provided  he  were  fbmished  with  a  safe 
ocmduct  Caiwrajd  soit  word  of  this  to  the  admind  from  8t 
DcMuingo  on  the  16th  of  Maj,  who  anewered  on  the  21st, 
comnendhig  hinl  for  the  paina  he  had  taken,  and  transmit- 
ting the  required  safe  conduct.  He  soit  at  the  same  time  a 
short  but  fimible  letter  to  Roldan,  uiging  him  to  peaee  and 
submission,  and  to  co-operate  in  advancing  the  service  <^lheir 
majesties.  This  he  afterwards  repeated- more  at  larse  on  the 
29th  of  June  from  St  Domingo ;  and  on  the  third  of  August^ 
dx  or  sevoi  of  the  chief  men  about  the  adfiiiral  sent  another 
iafe  conduct  to  Roldan  that  he  might  ccmie  to  treat  with  the 
admiral.  But  the  distance  being  great,  and  the  a^Eoiral  wish" 
ing  to  visit  the  codniary,  he  wait  with  two  caravels  to  the 
port  of  Azna  west  from  Sk  Domingo,  to  be  nearer  t^  pro- 
vince where  the  rebels  were,  many  of  whom  repaired  to  that 
port  The  admiral  went  there  about  the  end  of  August  and 
conferred  with  their  chiefe,  exhorting  than  to  deust  from 
their  evil  course,  and  promising  tbem  ml  possible  fevonr  and 
kindness  upoMheir  returning  to  obedience.  Hiis  t)iey  en- 
gaged to  do,  provided  the  acuniral  weuM  grant  the  four  fol- 
Kiwingoonditions : 

1.  That  fifteen  of  their  number  should  be  sent  into  Spain 
by  the  first  ships  that  went  there. 

2.  That  to  those  who  remained  be  should  assign  land  and 
houses  in  sati^iction  of  their  pay. 

8.  That  proclamation  should  be  made  that  the  whole  dis- 
turbances had  been  occasioned  by  the  false  su^estions  of 
evil  disposed  men. 

4.  That  the  admiral  should  renew  the  appointment  of  RoI<^ 
dan  as  chief  judge  for  lifei.  v^ 

All  this  being  concluded  and  agreed  to,  Roldan  went  on 
shore  from  the  admirals  caravel  and  sent  the  articles  to  his 
companions :  These  were  so  much  to  their  mind  that  thev  im- 
mediately accepted  them,  saying  that  if  the  admiral  failed  in 
any  part  it  would  be  lawful  for  them  to  compel  performance 
lay  force  <»r  any  other  means.    The  admiral  was*  voy  eag^ 
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to  conclnde  this  dilBciik  and  vexatioiM'lnkter«  wfaidi  bad 
hiited  dboTv  two  yean  {  and  at  he  ooniidend  tmrt  hu  adver- 
saries oontinned  move  obstinate  than  ever,  and  that  niaiqr  of 
those  who  were  with  him  were  much  incHned  to  join  with  the 
matineers,  Uiat  thej  might  go  off  to  diflerent  parts  of  the 
island  as  RoMan  had  done,  he  was  induced  to  sign  Ulese  ar- 
ticles, as  he  had  done  those  which  were  before  amed  to.  Oil 
the  Tuesday  following,  being  the  fifth  of  Noveinber,  Roldan 
b^g^  to  exercise  his  oflBce,  and  it  bein|;  a  part  of  hk  prero- 
gative, he  constituted  Peter  Riquelme  judge  of  Bonao,  with 
power  to  imprison  ofienders  in  criminal  cases,  but  that  he 
should  transmit  criminals  upon  life  and  death  to  be  tried  bjr 
himsdf  at  the  fort  of  the  Conception. 


SectiokXU.  '-''^^ 

TramtteHons  in  Hispaniola  subsequent  to  the  aetUement  dftJIg 
iistwrbances,  until  the  ending  of  Columbus  in  ironi  to 
Spain.  ^ 

HaViKo  ddjdsted  matters  with  Roldan,  the  admiral  i^ 
pointed  a  attain  with  some  men  to  march  about  the  island 
to  restore  it  to  peace  and  order,  and  to  reduce  the  Indians  to 
pay  the  fixed  tribute}  and  with  orders  to  be  always  in  readi- 
ness to  suppress  the  first  f^ypearanCe  of  mutiny  among  the 
Christians,  or  any  rebellion  of  die  Indians.  And  having  t»> 
ken  measures  for  this  purpose,  he  intended  to  tto  over  into 
Spain  takintf  his  brother  along  with  him,  considering  that  if 
he  were  left  behind  it  would  be  difficult  to  forget  old  quarrels. 
Ashewas  preparing  for  this  voyage,  Alonso  de  Ojeda  who  had 
been  out  upon  discovety  with  rour  ^ips  returned  to  the  island. 

Forasmuch  as  this  sort  of  men  sail  about  to  make  their 
fortunes,  CKeda  On  the  fifth  of  September  put  into  the  port 
which  the  Christians  call  Brasil  and  the  Indians  Yaquimo,  de- 
ataning  to  take  what  he  could  from  the  Indians  and  to  load 
tmh  wood  and  slaves.  While  thus  employed  he  did  all  the 
bartn  he  could,  and  to  shew  that  he  was  a  limb  of  the  bishq>  we 
bave  mentioned ',  he  endeavoured  to  stir  up  another  mutiny ; 

giving 

1  Certably  alluding  to  D.  Juan  de  Foiiwca,  archdeacon  of  Caatile,  uai 
bWhop  of  Bvurgoa,  formerly  nientioiied  as  obstructing  the  equipment  of  th» 
admirals  ship,  and  afterwards  as  the  principal  mover  of  the  Iv^uriess  treat* 
ment  ei^perieaced  by  the  admiraL^E. 


HO 


Jiaeaoery  of  America       WMa  lu  9091L 11. 


Mfiilg  <iQt  thf^  lifbdla  WW  rfady  to  di«y  and  fhat  m  aoon  m 
4lMK«W  ll««4  tW*;iN»Mld  be  nobody  to  suppi^ir^  tbe  udmiraj, 
i#n4«lMt  M  ai>ft  Wft4  iefv^pt  of  tl|e  bufioo  iiHgbt  do  w|»t 
In  plfiiBfil^^yiiiN^  d}«  sflimnV  b«cay^  pt  the  erniiity  whis|i 
UptbetUfMn^iieBV  >tJpootI|e$eflrouiid»be  b^^n  to  write 
iffi  ipiq9  wbo  w^re  not  very  louna  aiUr  th^  late  trpublea  imd 
loiKffW  pcnEratpondence  with  t^iein.  BijUt,  Bol^an  beii^  inr 
$0im9^  of  bi»  (detigns  and  proceedings,  prent  ag^tt^m  by 
.^  aflmiralft  orders  with  n  party  of  twenty  one  vaea  to  pre* 
■y^^  l>im  firpro  doing  the  harm  he  int^ded.  Boldan  caine 
llit|)iii  a  )fMu;iie  fuid  a  half  o^  .n  on  the  twenty-i^fntli  of  Sep- 
t9n|biMr>  wd  learnt  that  he  .as  at  the  house  of  a  cacique  fia- 
ined  Haniquaba  with  fifteen  men,  employed  in  niakinc 
bread  and  biscuit  for  his  crew.  Roldan  accordingly  travelleu 
die  whole  of  tltat  night  that  he  might  surprize  him  1  but 
O^a  gettinff  intelligence  of  the  intention  of  Ruldan,  and 
being  too  weak  for  resistance,  resolved  to  put  a  bold  face  on  a 
Imd  cause  and  went  to  meet  hi^fi,  saying  that  want  of  provi* 
•pons  had  brought  him  hither  to  supply  himself  in  the  domi- 
nions of  his  sovereigns  without  meaning  to  do  any  harm. 

O^a  gave  an  account  of  his  voyage  to  Roldan,  saying  that 
he  md  been  discovering  16OO  Ict^ues  westwards  aioiu;  the 
coast  of  Paria,  where  he  found  people  who  fought  the  Chrifk 
tianshand  to  hand,  and  had  wounded  twenty  of  his  ^len,  for 
which  reason  he  could  make  no  advantage  of  the  wei^th  of  the 
country.  That  he  had  seen  deer  and  rabbits,  the  skins  and 
paws  of  tigers,  and  guaninia  *,  all  of  which  he  shewed  to  Ro^ 
dan  in  his  caravels.  He  farther  said  that  he  should  soon  re- 
pair to  St  ]>omingo  to  give  the  admiral  a  full  account  of  hif 
voyage.  ,j 

The  admiral  was  much  troubled  at  this  time,  as  Peter  de 
Arana  had  signified  to  him  tliat  Kiquelme,  judse  of  Bunao  fcf 
Eoidan,  the  substitute  being  no  honester  than  nis  master,  un- 
der pretence  of  building  a  house  for  his  herds,  had  mai^ 
chpice  of  a  strong  rock  to  build  a  kind  of  castle  t  strenj^, 
that  from  thence  with  a  few  men  he  might  do  all  the  hajnn^ie 
thought  fit.  Arana  had  forbidden  this  and  put  a  stop  to  j^ 
proceedings ;  whereupon  Riquelme  had  instituted  a  leofd  prqf 
ceitt  attested  by  witnesses,  whic^  he  sent  to  thje  adnurai,  con^f 
j^lmnipg  tliat  Arana  had  used  violence  agaiubt  him  ana  pray- 
ing 

«  i  2  Tlus  article  U  nowhere  explained,  but  wa*  nidoA  a  focmcr  occadoa  19 
b«  nwd^  <>f  vfry  low  or  impure  goM.-£.  „-:„,;  u 
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ing  relief.  Although  the  iidniiral  well  knew  that  Riqnetme 
was  of  an  unqaiet  and  mutinous  disposition,  hedMMght  fit  to 
conceal  his  jealousy  on  the  present  occasion,  and  rather  to 
connive  at  this  matter  which  might  be  gnarded  i^ahut, 
thinking  it  quite  enough  to  provide  agtunst  tneopen  inthiakm 
ofOjeoa. 

Having  parted  firom  Roldan,  G^eda  went  with  hit  diipa 
from  the  port  of  Yoquimo  or  Br^nl,  in  February  IMO,  to 
Xaramia,  where  a  great  many  of  those  who  had  been  in 
rebellion  with  Roldan  still  lived.  He  there  save  out  that  their 
Catholic  majesties  had  appointed  him  and  Caravajal  as  coun- 
cillors to  the  admiral,  that  he  might  not  do  any  Uiing  they 
thongiht  prejudicial  to  the  service;  and  that  he  baa  it  in 
command  to  pay  every  one  in  ready  mon^  for  their  services 
in  the  island,  and  as  the  admiral  was  not  just  enough  to  do 
that,  he  was  ready  to  go  along  with  them  to  St  Dcxningo  to 
compel  him  to  pay  them  immediately,  and  to  turn  him  oat 
of  the  island  dead  or  alive.  He  farther  urged,  that  ihef 
ought  not  to  rely  6n  the  agreement  which  had  been  enteued 
into,  or  the  promises  which  the  admiral  had  made,  who  would 
keep  these  no  longer  than  necessity  obliged  him.  Upon  these 
promises  and  suggestions,  many  resolved  to  j<nn  wim  him  in 
a  new  rebellion,  and  with  their  assistance,  he  made  an  attack 
one  night  upon  others  who  opposed  him,  and  there  were 
some  kuled  and  wounded  on  both  sides.  Being  satisfied  lliat 
Roldan,  who  had  returned  to  his  duQr  and  the  adnurals  ser- 
vice, would  not  join  them,  they  resolved  to  surprize  and  make 
him  prisoner ;  nut  having  notice  of  their  designs,  he  went 
well  attoided  to  Xaragua  to  put  a  stop  to  the  designs  of 
O^eda,  -  or  to  punish  him  if  he  found  it  expedient  or  pracv 
ticable.  For  tear  of  him  Ojeda  retired  to  his  ships,  and 
Roldan  and  he  treated  about  a  conference,  ead^  \hmb  afiraid 
to  put  himself  into  the  power  of  the  other.  Perceiving  that 
Ojeda  was  unwilling  to  trust  himself  on  shore,  Roldan  of- 
fered to  treat  with  him  on  board,  and  desired  ihai  the  boat 
might  be  sent  for  that  purpose,  which  came  acoordiligly  well 
•manned,  and  Roldan  went  into  it  with  six  or  seven  of  his 
followers  on  whom  he  could  depend.  Seizinff  thdr  oppor- 
tunity, Roldan  and  his  people  fell  nnexpecteofjr  on  the  ooats 
crew  with  their  swords,  and  having  killed  some  and  wounded 
others,  they  mode  themselves  masters  of  the  boat,  and  r^ 
turned  with  it  to  the  land.  O^eda  had  now  only  a  smidH 
skifflefl,  in  which  he  ventured  on  shore  to  treat  peaceably  with 
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Roldan,  After  lyologiriiig  for  hi*  offisncet,  he  offered  to 
reitoro  aome  men  whom  he  had  made  priioiMn»  pnmding 
his  boat  and  people  were  restored  i  and  represented  that  the 
detention  of  the  boat  would  be  the  min  m  his  shi^  as  they 
had  now  no  oth«r  fit  for  senrioe,  Roldan  readily  granted 
this  request,  that  there  might  be  no  reason  to  complain  or 
to  allege  that  the  expedition  of  Oj/edu  had  suflfered  pr^udioe 
or  dai^er  thnnigh  his  means  i  but  he  made  him  engage  and 
ffive  security  for  the  performance  of  his  promise,  that  he  should 
idepart  from  the  island  by  an  apjpointed  time  i  wbidi  Rol- 
dao  took  care  to  ensure  by  keeping  a  strong  guard  on 
shore. 

As  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  root  out  cockle  so  that  it  may 
not  sprout  asain,  so  it  is  no  less  difficult  for  people  who  have 
once  been  hiabituated  to  evil  to  forbear  relapsuff  into  their 
crimes.  Onlv  a  few  days  after  the  departure  of  C^eda,  one 
3D.  Ferdinand  de  Guevara,  who  was  in  disgrace  wiu  the  ad- 
miral as  a  seditious  person,  and  who  had  taken  part  with 
CKeda  fiom  hatred  to  Roldan,  because  he  would  not  pennit 
hun  to  take  to  wife  the  daughter  of  Canua  the  pnncipal 
queen  of  Xaragua,  began  to  gather  many  conspirators  to 
secure  Roldan,  that  he  might  succeed  him  aslc«der  of  the 
mutineers.  In  particular,  he  drew  over  to  his  party  one  Adrian 
de  Moxica,  a  chief  man  in  the  late  rc^)ellion }  and  about  the 
middle  of  May  1499,  a  plot  was  laid  for  securing  or  murder- 
ing Roldan.  But  having  intelligence  of  their  desimi,  Roldan 
stood  upon  hisffuard,  and  managed  matters  so  CKXterously, 
that  he  seized  D,  Ferdinand  and  Adrian  and  the  other  ring- 
leaders of  the  party.  Roldan  immediatdy  sent  notice  of  what 
he  had  done  to  the  admiral,  and  desired  to  have  his  instructions 
in  what  manner  he  should  proceed  with  the  prisoners.  The 
admiral  made  answer;  That  since  they  had  endeavoured 
without  any  cause  or  provocation  to  excite  insurrection  and 
jrebdlion,  and  that  if  their  crimes  were  overlooked  every  thing 
would  go  to  ruin,  he  should  punish  them  according  to  their 
demerits  and  as  the  law  directed.  The  jud|;e  accordingly 
proceeded  legally  against  them,  hanged  Adrian  as  the  chief 
author  of  the  conspiracy,  and  baniued  others.  He  kept 
D.  Ferdinand  in  prison  till  the  ISth  of  June,  when  he  de- 
livered him  with  other  prisoners  to  the  charge  of  Gonsalp 
Bhmoo,  to  carry  tbem  to  La  Vega  or  the  Plain,  where  the 
admirfd  thfn  wfw«    This  example  restored  the  country  to 

quiet, 
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quiet,  and  the  Indiine  ^gain  aubnitted  themidfee  to  the  au- 
thority o<f^<^9nuti<«^ 

Sttdh  rich  gold  minfla  were  now  diaoorerad,  that  every 
man  in  the  iihaid  left  the  royal  pay  and  went  away  to  die 


ndnet  on  their  own  account^  ikying  themidvet  to  diff 
ifer  gold  at  th«r  own  euoenoe,  jpa^ing  «  third  part  of  aU 
th^  found  to  the  royal  oonen.    Thu  praqpered  no  well,  that 


ifer  gold  at  th«r  own  euoenoe,  jpa^ing  «  third  part 
th^  found  to  the  royal  oonen.  Thu  pnvpered  no  well^ 
a  man  odea  gathered  fire  marka,  mgikt  ounces  each,  in  one 
day,  and  a  wigle  lump  of  gold  has  been  taken  up  wordi  above 
196  ducats '.  The  Indiws  were  perfect^  submissive,  being 
afraid  to  ofiend  the  admiral,  and  many  of  them,  became 
Christians,  merdy  to  oblige  him  and  conciliate  his  &vour. 
When  any  of  their  chieb  had  to  i^npear  in  his  pretence,  Uiey 
used  thdr  utmost  endeavours  to  be  decently  dothed.  In 
consequence  of  all  these  favourable  circumstances,  the  admi- 
ral resolved  to  make  a  progress  over  the  island,  and  set  out 
for  that  purpose,  accompanied  by  his  brother  the  lieutenant, 
on  the  80th  of  February  1499  *,  and  came  to  IsabeUa  on  the 
,  19th  of  Mburch.  From  thence  they  set  out  for  the  Concep- 
tion on  the  5th  of  April,  and  reached  thatphce  on  the  Tun- 
day  foOowing.  The  lieutenant  went  thence  for  Xarwua  upon 
Friday  the  7th  of  June  j  and  on  the  Christmas  day  following, 
in  that  year  H99,  he  makes  the  following  memorandum^ 
which  I  found  among  his  oapers. 

**  Being  forsaken  by  all  the  world,  the  Indians  and  rebel 
Christians  fell  upon  me,  and  I  was  reduced  to  such  distress, 
that,  leaving  all  behind  me  to  avoid  death,  I  put  to  sea  in  a 
little  caraveL  Bat  our  Lord  presently  rdieved  me  sayinc : 
**  Thou  man  of  little  faith  fear  not  I  am  with  you."  And  so  he 
dlq)er8ed 


enemies. 


'  S  Tlitt  reported  prodace  it  prodigioiUf  and  matt  hum  only  been  tem> 
porary  or  accidentaL    Forty  ounces  u  gold  a-day,  iJlowiqg  but  L.  4  the 

•«uncet  at  perhapt  inferior  to  tundard,  amount  to  L.  leo.    The  piece  of 
^  gold,  mentioned  in  the  text  wat  worth  about  L.  88.    Tbete  minei^  once  to 

,rich»  have  been  long  abandoned.    The  original  natives  of  Hitpaniob  died 

'out>  and  negroet  have  been  fiound  unequal  to  the  hardtbipt  of  mining. 
Hiiponiola  long  remained  a  mere  depot  of  adventurert*  whence  the  great 
conqucitt  of  Mexico  and  Peru  were  supplied  with '  men  and  arma.— E. 
4  The  original,  or  rather  the  old  trantlation,  it  most  miserably  defecdve 

'  and  confutrd  m  its  datea  about  thia  period,  bandying  1499  and  UOO  bacbi 
wardt  and  ferwardt  mott  riiUculoutly.  Thitcmr  it  hat  beeoanxioutly  en^ 
deavoured  to  correct  in  the  present  venion.— £• 


,Uc,*.i»^**<*« 
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miaes.    Unhappy  sinner  that  I  am,  who  placed  all  my  hopes 
on  this  worki '• 

FVom  Ae  Conceptit^,  the  admiral  meant  to  set  out  on  the 
fliird  of  February  lAOO  for  St  Doming^,  to  prepare  for  re- 
turning into  Spain  to  give  their  Catholic  majesties  an  account 
of  the  ai&ir?  of  the  colony.      While  these  disorders  were 
going  forwards  of  which  mention  has  been  made,  many  of 
the  rebels,  by  letters  which  they  sent  from  HispanicJa,  and  by 
tome  of  their  adherents  who  returned  into  Spain,  continually 
conveyed  false  information  to  their  majesties  and  the  council 
against  the  admiral  and  his  brothers ;  alleging  that  they  were 
cruel  and  tyrannical  and  unfit  for  the  government  of  the  colo- 
ny, both  because  they  were  strangers  and  aliens,  and  because 
they  had  not  formerly  been   in   a   condition  to  learn  by 
experience  how  to  govern  and  command  over  gentlemen. 
They  afiRrmed,  if  their  hishnesses  did  not  apply  some  re- 
medy, those  countries  would  be  utterly  ruined  and  destroy- 
ed ;  or  that  the  admiral  would  revolt  and  join  in  league  with 
some  prince  who  would  support  him,  for  he  pretended  that 
the  whole  belonged  to  himself,  as  having  been  discovered  by 
his  industry  and  labour:    That  the  better  to  compass  his  de- 
rigns,  the  admiral  concealed  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and 
would  not  permit  that  the  Indians  should  serve  the  Christians, 
or  that  they  should  be  converted  to  the  holy  faith ;  because 
by  conciliating  them  he  hoped  to  draw  them  to  his  side,  that 
he  might  fortify  himself  against  the  authority  of  their  high- 
nesses.   They  proceeded  in  these  and  such  like  slanders,  con- 
tinually importuning  their  maiesties  and  perpetually  speakine 
ill  of  the  admiral,  and  complaining  that  there  were  seveid 
years  pay  due  to  the  men,  which  gave  occasion  to  all  that  were 
about  the  court  to  rail  against  the  admiral.  At  one  time  about 
fifty  of  those  shameless  wretches  brought  a  load  of  grapes 
and  sat  down  in  the  court  of  the  castle  and  palace  of  the  Al- 
hambra  HtGranada,  crying  out  that  their  majesties  and  the  ad- 
miral caused  them  to  live  in  misery  by  withholding  their  pay, 
and   using  many  other  scandalous  expresbions ;  and  ii^  the 
king  went  out  they  all  flocked  round  him,  calling  jMry  /  pay  t 

'  My  brother  and  I  were  then  at  Granada  as  pages  to  the 
queen  {  and  when  we  chanced  to  pass  by  these  people  they 
would  cry  out  in  a   hideous  manner,  making  tne  sign  of 

the 

3  This  is  a  most  imperfect  account  of  an  insurrection  which  appears  to 
have  broke  out  against  the  lieutenant,  who  seems  to  have  been  very  unfit  for 
his  aituation. — ^£.  3 
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the  dross,  **  There  go  the  sons  of  the  admiral  of  the  Morcs- 
coes{  he  that  has  found  out  felseand  deceitful  countries  to 
he  the  ruin  and  burial  place  of  the  Spanish  gentry.*'  Ad- 
ding many  more  such  insolehcies,  which  made  us  very  cautious 
of  appeanng  before  them.  By  omtinual  complaints  and  con- 
stantly importuninff  the  favourites  at  court,  it  «ras  at  loigth 
determined  to  send  a  judge  to  Hispaniola  to  inquire  into  all 
these  affairs ;  who  was  authorized,  if  he  found  the  admiral 
guilty  of  what  had  been  laid  to  his  charge,  to  send  him  home 
to  Spain  and  to  remain  himself  as  governor  of  the  colony.  The 
person  chosen  for  this  purpose  was  Francis  de  Bovadilla,  a 
poor  kniffht  of  the  order  of  Calatrava,  who  besides  his  full 
and  ampfe  commission  was  supplied  with  blank  directed  letters 
subscribed  by  their  majesties,  which  he  was  empowered  to  di- 
rect to  such  persons  as  he  might  think  fit  in  HispnnioL^.  <M>m- 
'  manding  them  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  commission. 

Thus  furnished  with  ample  powers,  Bovadilla  arrived  at 
St  Domingo  in  the  latter  end  oi  August  1500,  at  which  time 
the  admiral  happened  to  be  at  the  Conception  settling  the  af' 
&ir8  of  that  province,  in  which  his  brother  had  been  assaulted 
by  the  rebels,  and  where  the  Indians  were  mure  numerous 
and  of  quicker  capacity  and  more  enlarged  understandings 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  island. 

Findinff  no  person  at  his  arrival  who  could  in  any  way 
keep  him  m  awe,  Bovadilla  immediately  took  posseb..ion  of  the 
admirals  palace,  and  appropriated  every  thing  he  found  there 
to  his  own  use  as  if  it  had  fallen  to  him  by  inheritance.  He 
gathered  togetlier  all  whom  he  could  find  who  had  been  in 
rebellion,  and  many  others  who  hated  the  admiral  and  his  bro- 
thers, and  immediately  declared  himself  governor  of  the  co- 
lony {  and  to  secure  the  affections  of  the  people,  he  proclaim- 
ed a  general  freedom  for  twenty  years.  He  then  summoned 
the  admiral  to  appear  before  him  without  delay,  as  necessary 
for  their  majesties  service ;  and  to  justify  this  measure  he  sent 
on  the  seventh  of  September  the  royal  letter,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  substance,  by  F.  John  de  la  Sera,  to  the  admi- 
ral. 

**  To  D.  Christopher  Columbus ^  our  Admiral  of  the  Ocean. 
**  We  have  ordered  the  commander  Francis  de  Bovadilla, 
the  bearer,  to  aquoint  you  with  certain  things  from  us; 
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whevrfdra  «e  oommand  you  to  give  him  entire  credit,  and 
to  oliey  him. 

"  Given  at  Madrid,  the  twenty-first  of  May  1500. 
**  I  the  King.  I  the  Cbteen, 

•*  By  command  of  their  mi^eflties.     Mich,  Perez  de  Almazan^ 

On  seeing  the  letter  of  their  Catholic  majesties,  the  admi- 
ral came  immediately  to  St  Domingo  to  Bovadilla,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  October  1500.  And  iMvadilla  being  eager  to  as. 
sume  the  government,  without  any  delay  or  lemu  Information, 
immediately  sent  the  admiral  and  his  brother  James  as  prison- 
ers in  irons  on  board  ship  under  a  strong  guard,  forbidding 
all  pwRons  under  severe  penalties  to  hold  any  intercourse  with 
them  by  word  or  letter.  After  this,  by  Abington  km  ^,  he 
drew  up  examinations  against  them,  admitting  their  enemies 
the  rebels  as  witnesses  in  the  process,  and  pumickly  favouring 
all  who  came  forwards  to  speak  evil  of  them,  lliese  gave 
in  such  villanous  and  incoherent  depositions,  that  he  must 
have  been  blind  indeed  who  did  not  plainly  perceive  their 
falsehood  and  malice.  For  this  reason,  their  Catholic  mues- 
ties  would  not  admit  of  the  truth  of  the  charges,  and  after^ 
wards  cleared  the  admiral,  sore  repenting  that  they  had  sent 
such  a  man  as  Bovadilla  in  that  employment. 

He  ruined  the  island  and  squandered  the  royal  revenues, 
that  all  men  might  be  his  friends ;  saying  that  their  majesties 
required  no  more  than  the  honour  of  the  dominion,  and  that 
all  the  profits  should  belong  to  their  subjects.  Yet  he  neglect- 
ed not  his  own  share,  but  combining  with  all  the  richest  and 
most  powerful  men  of  the  colony,  he  gave  them  Indians  to 
serve  tnem  on  condition  of  having  a  share  in  all  the  acquisi- 
tions which  were  made  by  their  means.  He  sold  by  auction  all 
the  possessions  and  rights  which  the  admiral  had  acquired 
for  the  crown  ;  saying  that  their  majesties  were  not  farmers  or 
labourers,  and  only  kept  these  for  the  benefit  of  their  sulnects  j 
and  while  selling  all  things  under  these  pretences,  he  took  core 
on  the  other  hand  that  every  *hing  should  be  purchased  by  his 
own  confederates  at  a  third  ot  the  value.  Resides  all  this,  he 
made  no  other  useof  bis  judicial  power  than  to  enrich  himself 

and 


6  Thii  obviously  m^ans  trial  after  condemnation,  a  procedure  which  has 
been  long  proverbial  in  Scotland  under  the  name  of  Jedwarth  justice.  Some 
similar  expression  relative  to  Spain  must  have  been  used  in  the  original, 
which  the  translator  chose  to  express  by  an  English  proverbial  saying  «f  the 
same  import.— E, 
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and  to  gain  over  the  affections  of  the  people ;  being  still  afraid 
tttit  ihe  Jieiitenant,  who  had  not  yet  come  from  Xaragua, 
might  put  a  stop  to  his  proceedings,  and  might  endeavour  to 
set  the  admiral  at  liberty  bv  force  of  arms.  Bat  in  this  the 
brothers  conducted  themselves  with  the  utmost  prudence  and 
propriety ;  for  the  admiral  sent  to  the  lieutenant,  desiring  him 
to  come  peaceably  to  Bovadilla,  that  the  island  might  not  be 
thrown  into  confusion  and  civil  war ;  as,  when  th^  arrived 
in  Spain,  they  should  the  more  easily  obtain  satisfaction  for 
the  wronm  that  had  been  done  them,  and  secure  the  punish- 
ment of  Bovadilla  for  his  senseless  and  injurious  conduct. 

Yet  did  not  all  this  divert  Bovadilla  from  putting  the  admi- 
ral and  his  brother  in  irons ;  and  he  allowed  the  baser  people 
to  rail  against  them  in  public,  blowing  horns  in  triumph  about 
the  hiurmnir  where  they  were  shipped,  besides  placardmg  them 
in  many  scandalous  ubels  pasted  up  at  the  comers  of  ^e 
streets.  When  informed  that  one  James  Ortir,  who  was  go- 
vernor of  the  hospital,  had  written  a  malicious  libel  against  the 
admiral,  which  he  read  publickly  in  the  market-place,  so  far 
from  punishing  his  audacity,  he  seemed  to  be  much  gratified 
by  it,  which  encouraged  others  to  do  the  same  thinff.  And 
perhaps  from  fear  lest  the  admiral  should  swim  on  snore,  he 
gave  strict  injunctions  to  Andrew  Martin,  the  commander  of 
the  ship  to  guard  the  admiral  with  the  utmost  core,  and  to  de- 
liver him  in  irons  to  the  bishop  D.  John  de  Fonseca,  by  whose 
advice  and  direction  it  was  believed  he  had  thus  proceeded. 
Yet  when  at  sea,  the  maimer  being  sensible  of  the  unworthy 
proceedings  of  Bovadilla,  would  have  taken  off  the  irons  from 
the  admiral ;  but  this  he  would  not  permit,  saying,  that  since 
their  majesties  had  commanded  him  to  pertorm  whatsoever 
Bovadilla  might  order  in  their  names,  and  that  he  had  been 
put  in  irons  in  virtue  of  their  authority  and  commission,  he 
would  not  be  freed  from  them  unless  bv  the  express  command 
of  their  highnesses.  He  also  declared  his  determination  to  keep 
these  fetters  as  a  memorial  of  the  reward  he  had  received  for 
his  many  services.  I  afterwards  saw  these  irons  constantly  in 
his  chamber,  and  he  gave  orders  that  they  should  be  buried 
along  with  his  body. 

Being  arrived  at  Cadiz,  the  admiral  wrote  to  their  mnjesties 
on  the  20th  of  November  1500,  acquainting  them  of  his  arri- 
val I  and  they,  understanding  the  condition  in  which  he  was, 
gave  immediate  orders  that  he  should  be  released,  and  sent 
im  very  gracious  letters  expressive  of  their  sorrow  tor  his 

sufferings 
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8u£feriim8  and  the  unworthy  behaviour  of  Bovadil&i  towards 
nim.    They  likewise  ordered  him  up  to  court*  engaging  that 
care  should  be  taken  about  his  affiiu-is,  ami  that  he  snoukl  be 
speedily  dispatched  with  full  restitution  of  his  honour.    Yet 
I  cannot  ranove  blame  from  their  Catholic  majesties  for  em- 
ploying that  base  and  ignorant  person  ;  for  had  he  known  the 
duty  of  his  office,  the  admiral  would  hare  been  glad  of  hb 
coming,  for  he  had  desired  in  his  letters  to  Spain  that  some 
impartial  person  might  be  sent  out  to  take  a  true  information  of 
the  perversity  of  the  colcmists,  and  to  take  cognizance  of  their 
crimes ;  he  being  unwilling  to  use  that  sevmty  which  another 
would  have  done,  because  the  original  of  these  tumults  and  re- 
bellions had  been  raised  against  the  lieutenant  his  brother. 
But  although  it  might  be  urged  that  their  majesties  ought  not 
to  have  sent  out  Bovadilla  with  so  much  power  and  so  many 
letters,  without  limiting  his  commission  ;  yet  it  is  not  to  lie 
wondered  at,  as  the  complaints  which  had  been  sent  against  the 
admiral  were  numerous  and  heavy,  though  false  and  malicious. 
As  soon  as  their  majesties  learnt  the  arrival  of  the  admiral 
at  Cadiz  and  of  his  beinff  in  irons,  they  sent  orders  on  the 
]2th  of  December  to  ii>ct  him  at  liberty,  and  wrote  for  him  to 
repair  to  Granada,  where  he  was  most  favourably  received 
with  the  most  cracious  discourse.    They  assured  him  that  his 
imprisonment  had  not  been  by  their  desire  or   command; 
that  they  .were  much  offended  at  it,  and  would  take  care  that 
full  satisfaction  should  be  given  to  him,  and  those  w1k>  were 
in  fault  severely  punished.     Haviug  thus  graciously  received 
him,  they  gave  orders  that  his  business  should  be  immediately 
gone  into;  and   the  tesult  was,  that  a  governor  should  be 
sent  to  Hispaniola*  who  was  to  restore  all  that  had  been  taken 
from  the  admiral  and  his  brother,  and  to  reinstate  them  in 
their  rights.    And  that  the  admiral  should  be  allowed  all  the 
profits  and  emoluments  belonging  to  him,  according  to  the 
articles  of  agreement  which   nad  been  originally  granted; 
and  that  the  rebels  should  be  proceeded  against  and  punished 
according  to  their  offences.    Nicholas  de  Obando,  comman- 
dary  of  laws,  was  the  person  appointed  to  this  high  office. 
He  was  a  wise  and  judicious  man ;  but,  as  aflerwarcis  appear- 
ed, extrcinely  partial,  crafty  in  concealing  his  passions,  givinjg 
credit  to  his  own  surmises  and  the  false  insinuations  of  malici- 
ous people.     He  therefore  acted  cruelly  and  revengefully  in 
the  conduct  of  his  government^  as  paiticularly  appears  bv  the 
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death  of  the  80  caciques  of  t}ie  iaiand  who  haye  been  before 
mentbned^. 

As  their  maieiities  were  pleased  to  appoint  Obando  to'  the 
ffovemment  of  Hispaniola,  so  they  thott|dit  it  proper  to  send 
tne  adihiral  uptin  some  voyage  of  faitber  discovery  wljich 
might  redound  to  his  and  their  advanitage,  and  might  l^p 
him  employed  tilt  Obando  could  paci^  and  reduce  the  isbnd 
to  order  and  subjection )  as  they  dfid  not  then  incline  to 
keep  him  long  out  of  his  rights  without  jttst  cause,  the 
informations  transmitted  by  Bovadilla  how  plainly  appe^r- 
injg;  to  be  full  of  malice  and  falsehood,  and  containing  nothing 
which  could  justify  the  forfeiture  of  his  ri^ts.  But  die  exe^ 
Gution  of  this  design  being  attended  with  delay,  \^  being  how 
the  month  of  October  1500,  and  evil  dii^posed  men  still  endba> 
vouringto  insinuate  that  new  ittformations  might  be  expected 
on  the  sul^ect,  the  admiral  implied  personalty  to  dieir  miides- 
ties,  entreating  them  to  defend  him  against  his  enemies,  and 
Afterwards  repeated  the  same  by  letter.  When  the  adminii 
was  ready  to  proceed  upon  his  voyage,  ^ey  promised  Idm 
their  protection  and  favour,  by  letter  to  die  fonowinff  eiPect: 

**  Bo  assured  that  your  imprisonment  was  very  displeasing 
to  us,  of  which  you  and  all  men  must  have  been  s^sible, 
seeing  that  we  applied  the  proper  remedies  as  soon  as  we 
heard  of  the  circumstance.  You  likewise  know  with  h&w 
much  honour  and  respect  we  have  always  cpmmandol  you  10 
be  treated,  which  we  now  direct  shall  be  contined  towardt^ 
you,  and  that  you  receive  all  worthy  and  noble  usage.  'We 
IMTomise that  the privilegesand preix^atives by  us  granted  ya@i 
shall  be  preserved  in  the  most  ample  maimer,  which  you  tm4 
^ur  diiidren  shall  enjoy  without  contradiction  or  dtapan^ge- 
ment,  as  is  reasonably  due.  And,  if  requisite  to  ratify  thc^^i 
of  new,  we  wiU  order  it  to  be  done,  and  will  take  care  thf^ 
your  son  be  put  into  posses^n  of  the  whole ;  for  we  desire 
to  honour  and  favour  you  even  in  greater  matters.  And  be 
assured  that  we  shall  take  due  care  of  your  sons  and  brothers 
after  your  dqpartqi^c^  for  the  employment  shall  be  given  to 

Y  upon  a  Fanner  occatton,  the  «uthor  had  ttited  tfcat  tlttte  were  Four 
principal  caciques  in  Hitpaniola,  each  t)f  whom  comihanded  over  teventy  or 
eighty  inferior  chiefs,  so  that  there  may  have  been  SOO  caciques  originally; 
llie  particuhn  of  the  death  or  massacre  of  the  eighty  caciques  here  mention- 
ed  are  nowhere  mentioned  by  our  author ;  who,  confining  himself  to  the 
actions  of  his  illustrious  father,  says  >'ery  tittle  more  about  ute  affairs  cf  Hi<i- 
paniola.— £. 
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your  son  as  has  been  said.    We  pray  yon  tharefore    not 
todday  your  dflpaitUK* 

«  GiTeQ  at  V«Ientia  dela  Torre,  14Ui  March  1502.** 

Ihe  occasion  of  this  letter  was,  that  the  admiral  liad  resolv^ 
cd  to  trouble  himsdf  no  farther  with  the  alfoirs  of  the  Indies, 
but  to  transfer  his  employmoit  upon  mv  brother  j  £>r  he  said 
juotly,  tibat  if  the  services  he  had  already  performed  were  not 
sufficient  to  hove  those  villanous  people  punished  who  had  re- 
belled against  his  lawful  authority,  all  that  ke  could  do  for  the 
fiiture  would  never  obtain  iustice^  He  fuid  already  performed 
the  ffrand  object  of  his  undertaking  before  he  set  out  to  disco- 
ver me  Indies )  which  was  to  shew  that  there  were  islands  and 
a  continent  to  the  westwards,  that  the  way  was  easy  and  navi- 
gaUe,  the  advantages  great  and  manifest,  and  the  people  gentle 
and  unwarlike.  As  he  had  verified  aH  this  personally,  were  only 
BOW  remained  for  their  highnesses  to  pursue  what  was  begun, 
by  sending  pei^le  to  discover  the  secrets  of  these  countries ; 
fpr  now  the  way  was  opened  up  and  made  plain,  and  any  one 
might  follow  out  the  oonrie,  as  some  had  done  already  who  im- 
pnqperly  arrogated  the  title  of  discoverers  {  not  considering 
that  they  had  not  cUscovered  anv  new  country,  but  that  afi 
idiich  they  had  done  or  could  do  m  future  was  merely  to  pur- 
sue and  extend  the  first  discovery,  the  admiral  having  already 
shewn  tltem  the  route  to  the  islands  and  to  the  province  of 
Paria,  which  was  the  first  discovered  land  of  the  new  conti- 
nent. Yet,  having  always  a  great  desire  to  serve  their  majes- 
ties, more  especialfy  the  queen,  he  consented  to  return  to  his 
dtips  and  to  undertake  the  proposed  vov8'*e  to  be  now  related, 
for  he  wttB  convinced  that  great  wealth  would  be  discovered, 
as  he  fwmerly  had  written  to  their  majesties  in  1499.  All  of 
which  has  since  been  verified  by  the  discovery  of  Mexico  and 
]^ru,  though  at  that  tune,  as  generally  happens  to  the  conjec- 
tures of  most  men,  nobody  would  give  credit  to  his  assertions. 

Having  been  well  dispatched  by  their  majesties,  the  admiral 
set  out  ^omGrnnada  for  Seville  in  the  year  1501 ;  and  so 
earnestly  solicited  the  fitting  out  of  his  squadron,  that  in  a 
short  time  he  rigged  and  provisioned  four  vessels,  tlie  largest  of 
70  tons  and  the  smallest  50,  with  a  complement  of  140  men 
and  boys,  of  whom  I  was  one. 

Section 
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Section  XIII. 

Account  of  the  Fourth  Fotfagetf  Cotm^us  to  the  WeU  Im^esi 

We  set  sail  from  Cadiz  on  Mmiday  the  9th  of  May  lib9« 
and  dqMOted  from  St  Catharinet  on  the  lltb  of  the  same 
month  for  ArasUh,  intemling  to  rdieve  the'pQrtugueae  in  that 
garrison  vyho  were  reported  to  be  in  great  distress ;  but  when 
we  came  there  tke  Moors  had  raised  the  siege.  Ti^e  admiral 
seAtoiishinre  his  brother  D.  Biurtholomew  and  iae»  along 
with  the  other  detains  of  our  ships  to  visit  the  govenicHr,  who 
had  been  wounded  by  the  Moors  m  an  assault.  He  retained 
^lianks  to  the  admiral  Cbr  the  visit  and  His  offers  of  assistanoer 
sending  several  gentlemen  on  board  for  this  purpose*  among 
whom  were  some  relationa  of  Donna  ^%ilipjpa  ManiSf  the 
admirals  former  Portuguese  wife.  We  sailed  froni  Ai^Ua  on 
die  saine  day,  and  arriving  at  Gran  Conaria  on  the  20tb  of 
"Maj,  casting  anchor  among  the  little  islands,  and  on  the  24th 
went  over  -to  Maspdomas  m  the  same  island  to  take  in  wood 

Snd  water  for  our  voyage,  and  set  out  next  ,night  for  the  In- 
ies.  It  pleased  God  to  give  us  a  fair  wind»  insomuch  ^at  oa 
Wednesday  the  15th  of  June,  without  handing  our  sails  the 
whole  way,  we  arrived  at  the  island  of  Matinino»  lliere,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  those  who  sail  from  Sbain  for  the 
Indies,  the  admiral  took  in  a  fresh  supply  of  wooa  and  water, 
and  ordered  the  men  to  wash  their  Imens,  staying  till  Uie 
]8th,  whf»i  we  stoodto  the  westwards  and  cameto  Dominica 
ten  leagues  distant  from  Madnino '.  So  continuing  ous 
course  among  theCaoribbee  islands  we  came,  to  Santa  Cruz, 
and  on  the  24th  of  June  we  ran  along  t2ie  south  side  <^ 
die  island  of  St  John  * ;  and  thence  proceeded  for  St  Do- 
mingo, where  the  admiral  proposed  to  have  exchanged  one  of 
his  mips  for  another.  The  vessel  he  wished  to  part  with  was  * 
bad  sfuler,  and  besides  could  not  cany  sail  without  running 
its  lee  gunwale  almost  under  water,  and  was  a  great  hindrance 
to  the  voyage.  His  original  design  was  to  have  gone  directly 
to  the  coast  of  Paria,  and  to  keep  along  the  shore  to  the 

westwards 

X'^  D.  Ferdinand  is  surely  mistaken  here.    Martinico,  the  island  probably 
indicated  by  the  name  of  Matinino,  is  about  ten  leagues  distant  from  Domt* 
nkia;  but  the  course  from  the  former  to  the  latter  is  to  the  north,  with  a, 
very  slight  western  tendency.— E. 
»  Now  called  Porto  Rico.— E. 
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westwards  till  he  should  discoyerthe  stimits,  which  he  conclud- 
ed must  be  somewhere  about  Vjenwua  or  Nombre  d«  Dioa. 
But  on  account  of  the  fttdt  ot  that  snip  he  wps  forced  to  re- 
pair to  ^t  Pofningo  IB  ho|Mi,of  e»;haiigHig  hfr  for  ^  better.^. 
"  'that  the'  odniMaiidaty  LoriM ',  who  hSa  been  sent  out  l^ 
their  majesties  to  call  Bovadilla  to  acdouigit^  for  his  miil-i^im- 
Bistrstiou,  oA^t  not  bb  sutpnsed  at  our  unexpecte4.  fn^^lly 
fhe  iditijral  seiit  on  the  ^th  of  June,  beiiitt  tb^n  ^ijilNir  jam 
pbiri,  Peter  de  T^rreros,  captain  of  one  pf  we  i^i^psk  ,^i^ 
itteltn^  to  him'stghi^ing  the  neces^tjr  there  was  lof  ,<s|p 
€fuitipag  one  of  the  ships.    For  which  reason,  Vf^  beqaiiie 
he  apprehended  the  a|[^roAc1i  of  a  great  s|bnn>  He  requested 
ptnihission  to  secure  his  squadron  in  the  harbour;  andhie  ad- 
vised'him  not  to'  alfow  the  fleet  then  preparing  to  sdl  for 
Spftiti  to  quit  thii  port  for  eight  days  to  come,  as  it  would 
oni«rwise  |w  id  gir^t  danger.    But  ^1,3  governor  would  not 
pe^it  the  Mhidriu  to  come  into  the  harbour  i  neither  cud  he 
delay  the'ifdiHng  of  the  fl^t  which  was  bound  for  Spun*  That 
Ifeet  con'siiyd^of  18  sail,  and  was  to  carry  BovadiUa  who  had 
iniprisbiied^the  adniirAl  B(nd  his  brothers,  and  fVaocis  Rokjbn 
iHi^ha}! 'those  who  Ihad  be^  iii  rebellioii  and  done  so  much 
harnit  all  of  whom  It  plfeaied  God  so  to  lii&tuttte  that  th^  would 
nOtlisten  to  the  admirals  good  advice.    I  am  satisfied,  thi^ 
ifi^'  hand  of  Ood  was  in  this  j  for  had  they  arrived  in  8pa|n. 
they  wotdd  never  have  been  punished  as  their  crimes  deserved, 
as  they  erjoyed  the  protection  of  the  bishop  Fonseca.    Thif 
impiunity  was  prevented  by  their  setting  out  irom  St  IX>mingQ 
for  Spain,  as  no  sooner  were  they  come  to  the  east  point  of 
Hispaniota  than  there  arose  a  terrible  storm ;  the  admind,of 
the  fleet  went  to  the  bottom,  and  in  her  perished  Bovadilla 
with  ihost  6t  the  rebels,  and  so  great  vr'aa  the  havock  amopg 
the  rest,  that  only  three  or  four  vessels  esciq)ed  of  the  whote 
eighteen. 

This  event  happened  on  Thursday  the  dOth  of  June  p 
when  the  admiral,  who  had  foreseen  the  storm  and  had  beea 
refused  admittance  into  the  port,  drew  up  as  close  to  the  land 
as  he  could  to  shelter  himxelr  from  its  effects.  The  people  oa 
board  his  vessels  were  exceedingly  dissatisfied  at  being  d^ed( 
that  shelter  which  would  have  been  given  to  strangers,  much 
more  to  ^cm  who  were  of  the  same  nation,  and  uey  feared 

*■■'  -  , 

3  He  was  formerly  called  Obando;  and  is  named  Nicholas  de  Ovando 
by  Herrera :  Perhaps  hr  had  a  commandsry  of  the  above  aanet^'Bfr,*  ■{•  */ 
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they  miglrt  b«  ao  lenwd  ifai^  nisfoctune  ihould  aftvwirdc 
b<hitlHinl  in  th>  i^ioiioutiob  of  tlmr  veyag*^  Tlw  adnbal 
WM ^Mtlf  wmp^mMm  tlw  MuneaeoouiM,  and  «u yet  jdoi* 
ve»2tt»«qwileateilich  baie utgratlbade m ttooanttgriidUob 
ItehMlgiTea  to  tito  honour  %pd  ibentfit.of  SpauH  mtehe 
WM  UuM  nfiwed  abdler  for  his  life.  Yet  by  hb  pradence  end 
judi^BOit  lie  tecored  his  shipi  fiir  that  day.  Bat  iMWtnijghfe 
(he  icmpeit  inawaun^»  asd  the  night  being  octregMty  4|ny 
three  of  the  shipe  brdce  fntai  th«r  aachon  and  dnAad  fiom 
hiiBk  AH  werls-iniannineiit  danger*  aad,thepeQp]e<on  bowd 
of  eadi  ooneliided  that  all  the  odiera  were  certMni^loaL 
Those  in  the>Santo  suffered  |rreat]y  by  endeavouring  to  9kf» 
their  bmUt  whicfa  had  bedn  ndiore  with  thdr  o^itam  Teimi^ 
KNi  nnd  now  dragged  aitem  where  it  overset,  and  thcjR  weift 
oblbed  to  oa^  it  mise  tp  save  themselves,  llie  caravtf  Bdr^ 
niu&  was  in  infinite  .danger ;  for  running  out  to  sea  it  waa 
*fano9t  tovered  and.  overwhelmed  by  thb  wayes,^  hv  whidh.ii 
appeared  what  gdod  reason  the  admiral  bod  ,to  endtevour  to 
exchange  that  veasel,  which  all  men  eonduded  w«ssaved»  un» 
der  Goo*  by  the  wisdom  and  tesolution  of  t^ie  adaimls  bro" 
ther,  than  whom  there  was  not  at  that  time  a.more  <eiqwrtL 
sailor.  After  all  had  suffered  extremely,  except  the  admiral 
vfho  rode  out  the  gale»  it  pleased  God  that  th^.  all  met;  again 
on  Sunday  the  9d)Of  July  in  tbe  port  of  Azoa  onthesmdii 
ude  of,  Hi^Hinio]^  wher^e  eveiy  one  gave  an  acoouBt;of  hia 
misfortunes;  It  iqppeared;  that  Bartholomew  Qnlumbus  had 
weathered  this  grcatlstorm  bY>stnnding  out  to  sen  like  an,  able 
subri  while  the  admiral  had  avoidea  aM  donget  by  hnoging 
cloBetothe  huid  like  a  wise  astnmomerf  who;knew.  wnenoft 
the  peril  was  to.  eoine^  .  <         q 

:  Hia  enemies  ro^ht  well  blame  him*  by  saying,  that  he  had 
raised  this  stMm  by  magic  art  to  be  revenged  on  Bovadilla 
and  the  rest  of  his  enemies  who  perished  with  him,  funee 
none  of  his  own  four  ships  were  lost ;  whereas  of  the  ^^teen 
which  had  set  out  at  the  same  time  with  Bovadilla,  the  Ajuga^ 
or  Needle,  mily  held  on  its  course  for  Spain,  inhere  it  arrived 
in  safety  thouffh  the  worst  of  tbe  whole  fleet,  the  other  three 
that  escaped  naving  returned  to  St  Domingo  in  a  shattered 
and  distressed  condition.  In  the  Ajuga  there  were  4000  pesna 
of  gold  belonging  to  the  admiral,  each  peso  being  worth  eight 
shillings. 

The  admiral  gave  his  men  a  breathing  time  in  the  port  of 
Azua,  to  recover  from  the  fatigues  which  they  had  encountered 
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m  the  ■IM  i  uid  at  it  k  one  of  tbe  iurmI  dhrertioM  ct  iMh 
mm  «» iUi  when  thej  lisve  nothfait  elie  to  do^  i  eiian  malM' 
BMilion of  twd lorta of  iUr inpirScttk^ wlttok  I  fMnembtr 
t^khive  iMn  tdun  at  dittjriace,  one  of  trkkii  win  plMnnt if 
ofltlitfotlMriKindinrAa.    Tlielln»WMaflik«dladabM<fMi^ 
Mibig  flilMdf;  an  ordinary  bull,  t^hidi  lay  nkep  60  dM  «ar- 
fcof  of  4lM  iriier,  Imd  Kratf  struck  by  «  harpoon  nrom  tbe  boat 
of  the  ihin  Biacaina  I  being  held  fiutbya  rape  i6  thit  Hi 
oonU  imI  biMk  loow,  itdrear  the  boatafM  it  tHth  the  ewift- 
imm  oi  an  arrow  in  varioitf  direetiom,  io  tfaar  th<ite  %rho 
imk  ik  th^  shipi  seeing  the  boat  acad  about  at  a  itnuigie  rate 
without  knowing  the  cause,  oonld  not  imattine  faoi#  it  codd 
do  80  withotttthe  hdp  of  oars.    At  length  It  sunk,  aind  beii% 
dmwu  to  the  ships  side  wari  hoisted  on  deck  by  th^  tackte. 
lh^«tiier  fish  is  called  Manati  by  the  Indidns,  and  there  is 
nothutjff  of  thei  kind  seen  in  Eurt^    It  is  about  »  hrgle  aa 
in  oMUiaiy  calf,  nothing  difiering  from  it  in  die  eok>dr  and 
talte  of  the  flesh,  except  that  it  u  perhaps  better  and  fttter. 
Thos^  who  aflirm  that  there  are  all  sorts  of  creatures  t6  be 
ibaaJdintM  seai^  i^ill  In^  it  that  these  fishes  ire  te^  cakes^ 
4aepth«v>hav«  nothing  iHdiin  them  reseml^iaJBsh,  and  feed 
tehf  OD  tne  onus  whi<m  they  find  along  the  banks  *, 
I  ^Having  rairesh^  his  men  and  repidred  his  diips,  the  adniK 
viilwcnt  from  Atua  to  the  port  of  Brazil  osUed  Yan^rno  by 
ani  Indians,  to  shun  another  storm  of  which  he  observed  the 
ipproadi.    From  thence  he  sailed  aoun  on  thfe  1 4th  of  Jvify, 
and  was  so  becalmed  that  instead  of  mdcKng  on  his  cooxee  he 
ino  catrritid  away  by  the  current  to  certain  small  sandy  islandit 
noflp'  Jannnoa ;  not  finding  any  springs  in  these  idan^,  the 
peo|de  had  to  dig  pits  or  wells  in  the  sand  whence  they  pro- 
dared  wateir }  on  account  of  which  circumstance  the  admiral 
named  them  Idas  de  ios  Pons,  or  the  Well  Islands.    Then 
sailing  southwards'  for  the  continent,  we  came  to  certain  is^ 

landS|| 

•  Tin  Usroriaa  of  Colniiobai  does  not  appear  to  have  bieen  at  all  canver. 
tant  in  zoology.  Wliat  tli«Saaviiu  wu  cannot  be  conjeotwnd  from  hif 
•l^t  nqtiees,  wfijim  »  baikipg  ihark.  The  other,  no  way  allied  to  fiah  w> 
cent  bV  oViag  in  the  water,  it  a  real  mammifermu  qoadruped,  theTrichcchut 
IniBiUofnatunliite,  ortheaeacow.— E. 

S  The  author  or  hi*  original  tnuwiator,  falls  into  a  mat  error  here. 
The  land  first  discovered  m  uit  vovage  waa  the  island  of  Ouanaia  off  CiM 
Caaina*  or  Cape  Honduras,  therdbre  W.  S.  W.  from  Jamaica,  not  sontn. 
Guanaia  seems  to  be  the  island  named  Bonaca  in  our  maps,  about  ten  leaguea 
West  firaib  the  isle  of  Ratan.—E. 


^SHOP.  t,  stcr.  sni.        by  Chrittopher  Cohmbus. 
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lindb,  #lieM  ««  went  on  short  on  tho  biggNt  only  c»lM  On*- 
fttiilt|>-trlleno*thoit  wh»  mdce  mo  ckaritieek  oooMion  to 
eflU  i^  thofte  the  blandi  of  Oimimim,  which  mn  dnoit  twthre 
lieflgOn  fironv  that  part  of  the.  conthfient  now  called  the  pro- 
vinee  of  HendtaiM,  but  whichi  the  odmirBl  then  nonteJ  Gape 
Carinm.  T\xti»t!  fabricator*  of  charts  often  cemnnt  fait 
miitakes  from  ignorance  i  that  thc«e  mme  i«k«d8  and  that 
part  of  the  tfantment  nearest  them  are  twice  inserted  in  their 
charts^  as  if  thrf  Wf re  dilPerent  ooontries  i  and  though  cape 

OoHittt  a  Dkm,  and  that  they  caii  Cape'  . The 

occairfon  of  this  mistake  was,  that  after  the  adnural  had  die- 
ooterled  ^ese  ooimlrres,  one  John  I^az  de  Sol%  from  whom 
Che  Rio  de  Phrta  was  named  Rio  de  Soiis  because  he  was 
AleM!  killed  bv  the  Indians,  and  one  Vincent  Yanez  Phnon, 
who  commanded  a  ship  in  the  first  vo3rage  when  the  admiral 
discovered  the  Indies,  set  out  together  on  a  Toyago*  of  disco- 
very in  the  vear  1 508,  designing  to  soil  along  that  coast  which 
the  admiral  discovered  iu  his  voyage  from  Veragim  wcjit*- 
wards  {  and  following  almost  the  same  track  which  he  had 
done,  they  put  into  me  port  of  Gariari  and  passed  by  Cape 
Garciasa  Dios  as  ihr  as  Cape  Casinas,  which  they  called  Cape 
Honduras,  and  they  named  the  before  mentioned  islands  the 
Ooanaiae,  giving  the  name  of  the  biggest  to  f  hem  alL  Thence 
they  proceeded  farther  on  without  acknowledging  that  the 
admiral  had  been  in  those  paiti,  that  the  discovery  might  be 
attributed  to  them,  and  that  it  might  be  believed  they  had 
found  out  extensive  ceantries ;  although  Peter  de  Ledesma, 
one  of  their  pilots  who  had  been  with  the  acimiral  in  his 
voyage  to  Ver^a,  told  them  that  he  knew  the  ronntry,  har- 
ingbeen  there  with  the  admiral,  and  from  whom  I  afterwards 
ieStnt  these  drcumstances.  But,  independent  of  this  anttio- 
rity,  the  nature  of  the  charts  phiinly  demonstrates  that  th^ 
have  laid  the  same  thing  down  twice,  as  the  ishmd  is  of  the 
aame  shape  and  at  the  same  distance ;  th^  having  brought  a 
'true  dratuht  of  the  country,  only  saying  that  it  lay  beyond 
that  which  the  admiral  had  before  discovered.  Hence  the 
same  country  is  twice  delineated  on  the  same  chart,  as  time 
Wifl  make  apparent  when  it  shall  please  God  that  this  coast 
^hall^^be  better  known }  for  they  will  then  find  but  one  coun- 
<tjr-  of  that  sort.      But  to  return  to  our  voyage ;  the  admiral 

ordered 

6  A  blank  is  left  here  in  the  edition  of  this  voyage  publislied   by 
"thurchill.— E. ' 
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ordered  hit  brother  Bwthdomew  to  land  with  two  bopt*  on 
die  island  of  Onanaia*  where  he  found  people  like  thoat  of 
the  other  iilandi,  except  that  their  fordieaai  were  not  lo  hiffit. 
They  alM>  aaw  abunduioe  of  pine  treesk  and  CmumI  piecet  e^ 
hpis  cabuninarii,  Mich  as  is  used  Ibr  mixing  with  copper  in 
the  process  for  making  bnus  i  and  whkh  some  of  the  seamen 
mistddng  fiirgdd  concealed  ibr  a  long  tbne. 

While  the  admirals  brother  was  on  shores  uping  his  en- 
deliToon  to  learn  the  nature  of  the  country,  it  to  happened 
that  a  canoe  eight  feet  wide  and  as  k>ng  as  a  gafley,  made  all 
of  one  piece,  and  shaped  like  those  which  were  common 
among  the  idands,  put  m  there.  It  was  loaded  with  commo- 
dities brought  from  the  westwards,  and  bound  towards  New 
Spun  7.  In  the  middle  of  this  canoe  there  was  an  awniqg 
made  of  pahn-tree  leaves,  not  unlike  those  of  the  Venetian 
gondolas,  which  kq)t  all  underneath  so  ckwe,  that  neither 
rain  nor  sea  water  could  penetrate  to  wet  the  goods*  Under 
this  awning  were  the  women  and  children,  and  all  the  com- 
modities; and  though  there  were  twenty-five  men  in  the 
canoe,  they  had  noc  Uie  courage  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  people  in  our  boats  who  pursued  them.  The 
canoe  bring  thus  taken  without  any  opposition,  was  brought 
along  side  of  the  admiral,  who  bleued  CSon  fo^  havmg 
given  him  samples  of  the  commodities  of  thuv  country, 
without  exposing  his  men  to  any  danger.  He  therefore 
ordered  such  things  to  be  taken  as  he  judged  most  subtly 
and  valuable  t  rach  as  quilts,  cotton  .shirts  without  sleeves, 
curioustv  wrought  and  dyed  of  several  colours  t  siHne  small 
cloths  ror  covering  the  nudities,  large  sheets,  in  which  the 
women  in  the  canoe  wrapped  themselves,  as  the  Moorish 
women  in  Oran^da  used  to  do,  long  wooden  swords,  havine 
a  channel  on  eacK  ude  where  the  edge  diould  be,  in  which 
many  pieces  of  sharpredged  flints  were  fixed  by  means  of 
thread  and  a  tenacious  bituminous  matter ;  these  swords  could 
cut  naked  men  as  well  as  if  they  had  been  made  of  steel; 
hatchets  Tjr  cutting  wood  made  of  good  copper,  and  lesembline 
the  stone  hatchets  usual  among  the  other  islanders,  .also  belu 
and  plates  of  the  same  metu,  and  crucibles  Sot  melting  it. 
For  proviiioiis,  they  hsd  such  roots  and  grains  as  they  eU  in 

.     .  Hispanioki, 


1  Thii  u  an  obTioiu  error,  u»  rV .  •»'  Spain  is  to  die  we»t  of  Cape  Caimaa,  off 
wUch  the  admiral  now  ws?.    If '   ^uil/ar  ^tw  Spa*'  -,  the  canoe  mint  have 


cosae  from  the  eastwards ;  :f 
it  was  tMund^om  New  Spink.. 
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HmpuMk,  and  a  lort  <rf'liquor  mode  of  maiae  liko  Enattsh 
bair.  Thej  fikewiae  had  abundance  <tf  caoao  nuts,  which 
■erre  aa  money  in  Naw  Spain,  and  on  which  they  aaemed  to 
|daea  great  valnei  for  when  thcao  were  brought  tm  board 
akmg  with  their  other  good*,  I  obeerred  that  when  any  of 
them  fell,  they  all  anxiotnly  atooped  to  gather  them  up  a*  if 
tbeyhad  been  of  gree*  /'iiv.  rtance. 

Thoe  poor  oref..L  >  •«  i«>d  to  be  in  a  manner  out  of  their 
wits,  on  beinf '  •nag>>^  o..  b  jard  as  priaoner*  among  a  pec^le 
10  strange  and  ^er^  as  oar  men  seemed  to  them  {  \mt  so 
prevalent  ti  avarice  ui  man,  that  we  ought  not  to  wonder 
that  it  «!(oi;'  1  so  prevail  over  the  af^r^ensiont  of  these  In« 
^ans,  a»  to  make  Lhem  so  anxious  about  their  cacao-nut 
ttioney,  even  in  thiir  presoit  situation  ^  T!h»  modestjrof 
their  c^meanour  was  admirable }  for  in  getting  them  irom 
die  canoe  into  the  ship,  it  happened  diat  some  ot  their  ckmts 
were  removed,  when  tncy  would  dap  their  hands  before  Uiem 
to  sn|:^ly  the  deficiency  {  and  the  women  wrapped  themaelvea 

Since  the  Moors  of  Granada,  to  avoid  obscarvatmn.  The 
miral  restored  their  canoe,  and  gave  them  some  things  in 
exchange  for  those  of  which  ibtf  nad  been  derived.  And 
he  only  detained  one  old  man  named  Oiumbe,  who  seamed 
the  chief,  and  the  most  intelligent  person  amon^  them, 
that  from  him  something  might  be  learnt  concerning  the 
country,  and  that  he  might  draw  others  of  the  natives  to 
converse  and  traflio  with  the  Christians.  This  he  did  very 
readily  and  (aithfiilly  all  the  while  he  sailed  with  us,,  where 
his  language  was  understood  s  and  as  a  reward  for  his  ser- 
vice, when  we  came  to  where  a  different  lan|a;uage  was 
spoken,  which  was  before  we  reached  Ccqie  Garcias  a  Dios, 
the  admiral  gave  him  some  things,  and  iW%  him  home  <|uite 
satisfied. 

Though  the  admiral  had  heard  ao  much  firom  those  Jn  the 
canoe  concerning  the  great  wealth,  politeness,  and  higenui^ 
of  the  .  jple  westwards,  towards  what  is  now  called  New 
Spain ;  yet,  considering  that  as  these  countries  lay  to  lee- 
wards, he  could  sail  thither  whenever  he  raiffht  think  fit 
from  Cuba,  he  woukl  not  go  that  way  at  this  tune,  but  per^ 
sisted  in  hia  design  of  endeavouring  to  discover  a  strait  or 
passage  across  the  continent,  by  which  he  might  dear  a  way 

into 


. 


8  The  papal  authority  for  subjugating  the  Indians  to  the  holy  churcb, 
prerented  D.  Ferdinand  from  perctiTing  dther  avaricv  or  robbery  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Christians.**!. 
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into  what  we  now  cnll  the  South  Sea,  in  order  to  arrive  at 
those  countries  wliioh  produce  spice.  He  therefore  deter- 
mined to  sail  enctwards  towank  Veragua  and  Nombrc  de 
pios,  where  he  imagined  that  itrint  would  be  found»  as  in 
^ect  it  was ;  yet  was  he  deceived  in  this  matter,  as  instead 
of  an  isthmus,  he  expected  to  discover  a  narrow  gulf  or  inlet, 
conimuuicuUng  between  the  two  seas.  TJii.>«  mistake  miglit 
proceed  from  tlic  similarity  of  the  two  names  f  ibr  when  the 
natives  said  that  the  strait  which  he  so  anxiously  desired  to 
find  was  towards  Vernguii  and  Nombrc  de  Dios,  it  might  be 
understood  either  of  land  or  water,  and  he  understood  it  io 
the  most  usual  sense,  and  that  which  he  most  earnestly  de- 
sired ^  And  though  that  strait  is  actually  land,  yet  it  is 
the  means  of  ac(|uiring  the  dominion  of  both  seas,  and  by 
which  such  cnorrooHH  riches  have  been  discovered  and  con- 
veyed to  Spain ;  fur  it  was  Gods  will  that  this  vast  concern 
should  be  so  found  out,  as  from  this  canoe  the  admiral  re- 
ceivetl  the  first  intbitnatiun  respectintr  Now  Spain. 

There  lieing  nothing  worthy  ot  notice  in  the  islands  of  Gua- 
naia,  he  sailed  thence  to  a  point  which  he  called  Casinas^  in 
order  to  find  out  the  strait  before  mentioned.  It  received  thin 
name  on  account  of  its  abounding  in  the  trees  which  produce 
a  species  of  fruit  known  by  the  name  oicasinas  to  the  natives  cS 
Hispaniola ;  which  fruit  is  rough  like  a  spongy  bone,  and  good, 
to  eat,  especially  when  boiled.  As  there  was  nothing  worthy  of 
notice  in  that  part  of  the  country,  tlie  admiral  would  not  lose 
time  in  exxnnining  a  large  bay  waicli  is  in  that  place,  but  held 
on  his  course  enstwards,  along  ihnt  coast  which  reaches  to  Cape 
Garcias  a  Dios,  which  is  all  very  low  and  open.  The  people 
nearest  toCapeCasinns,  or  lioiidurns,  wear  those  paintedshirts 
or  iackcts  before  mentioned,  and  clouts  before  their  nudities ; 
and  likewise  use  certain  coats  of  mail  made  of  cotton,  strong 
enough  to  defend  them  against  their  native  weapons,  and  even 
to  ward  oiT  the  stroke  of  some  of  ours. 

The  people  farther  to  the  eastwards  about  Cape  Garcias 
a  Dios  are  a'most  black,  of  a  fierce  aspect,  go  stark  naked, 
are  very  savage?,  and  according  to  Giumbe  eat  mans  flesh 
and  raw  fish.  Tiiey  have  their  ears  boreil  with  holes,  large 
enough  to  admit  a  hens  egg,  owing  to  which  circumstance 
■   ^-  ^    --.  -  the 


9  It  would  appear«  though  not  distinctly  enunciated,  that  Columbus  had 
learnt  from  some  of  the  natives,  perhaps  from  Giumbe,  that  a  great  sea  lay- 
beyond  or  to  the  westwards  of  this  newly  discovered  continent,  by  which  he 
inugincd  he  vas  now  in  the  way  to  accomplish  the  ongmal  object  of  hii  re< 
searches,  the  r«ute  westwards  to  lndia.-~£. 
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the  a^iniral  called  this  coast  De  las  Orejas,  qt  .th0,LKn4  of 
Ears'^  On  Sunday  the  14tli  of  Avgust,  Bartjiplomew 
Columbus  went  ashore  in  (he  morninff,  with  the  captaiof 
and  many  of  the  men  to  hear  mass;  and  on  the  Wednesdily 
Atllpwing,  when  the  boats  went  o^hore  to  take  formal  pos8e»- 
ition  of  the  counti]j}r,  above  IQO  of  the  natives  ran  down  to 
the  shore  loaded  with  provisions }  and  as  soon  as  the  lieute- 
nant landed,  came  before  hint,  and  suddenly  drew  back  with- 
out speaking  a  word.  He  ordered  them  to  be  present^ 
with  horse-bells,  beads,  and  other  trinkets,  and  en<^avoured 
to  i!iiake  inquiry  concerning  the  country  by  means  of 
Oiurabe ;  but  he  having  been  only  a  short  time  with  ir,  did 
not  understand  our  language,  and  by  reason  of  his  distance 
from  Hispaniola,  could  not  comprehend  those  of  our  people 
who  Iiod  leurnt  the  language  of  tnat  island ;  neither  did  he 
understand  those  Indians.  But  they,  being  much  pleased 
with  what  had  been  given  them,  above  200  of  them  c^mc 
next  day  to  the  shore,  loaded  wjth  various  sorts  of  provisions; 
such  as  poultry  much  better  than  ours,  geese,  roasted  fish, 
red  and  white  beans  like  kidney  beans,  and  otlier  things 
like  the  productions  of  Mispaniola.  Tins  country,  though 
low,  was  verdant  and  very  beautiful,  producing  abundance  of 
pines  and  ouks,  palm  trees  of  seven  different  kinds,  mirabolans, 
of  the  kind  culled  hobi  in  Hispaniola,  and  almost  ail  the 
kinds  of  provisions  produced  in  that  island  were  found  here. 
There  were  likewise  abundance  of  deer,  leopards,  and  other 
(|uadruped8,  and  all  sorts  of  fiuh  that  are  found  either  at  the 
islands  or  in  Spain. 

The  pepple  of  this  country  are  much  like  those  of  the 
islands,  but  their  foreheads  are  not  so  high,  neither  did  they 
appear  to  have  any  religion.  There  are  several  languages 
or  dialects  among  them,  and  fur  the  most  part  they  go  naked, 
except  the  clout  before  mentioned,  though  some  of  them 
wore  a  kind  of  short  jerkin  without  sleeves,  reaching  to  the 
navel.  'Ilieir  arins  and  bodies  have  figures  wrought  upon 
them  with  fire,  which  gave  them  an  odd  appearance ;  some 
having  lions  or  deer,  and  others  castles,  witti'  towers  or  other 
strange  figures  painted  on  their  bodies.  Instead  of  caps,  the 
better  sort  wore  red  and  white  cotton  cloths  on  their  heads, 
and  some  had  locks  of  hair  hanging  from  their  foreheads. 
When  they  mean  to  be  very  fine  upon  a  day  of  festival,  they 

10  Now  called  the  Mosijtaito  shore,  inhabited  b/  a  bold  ract  of  lavage 
Ibdiani,  whom  the  Spaniards  hare  never  been  able  to  tubdue.— L. 
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colour  their  faces,  some  black  and  some  red,  and  others 
draw  streaks  oS  several  colours  {  some  paint  their  noses, 
others  black  their  eyes,  and  thus  adorning,  themselves  as 
they  think  to  look  l)eautiful,  they  look  in  truth  like  devils, 

Th6  admiral  sailed  along  the  coast  de  las  Orcjas,  or  the 
Mosquito  shore,  eastwards  to  Cape  Garcias  a  Dios,  or 
Thanks  be  to  God,  so  called  en  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
gettinff  there,  having  laboured  seventy  days  to  get  only 
sixty  feacues  to  the  eastwards  of  Cape  Cadnas  or  Hondu-' 
ras.  This  was  occasioned  by  opposing  currents  and  con^- 
trary  winds,  so  that  we  had  continually  to  tack  out  to  sea 
and  stand  in  again,  sometimes  gaining,  and  sometimes  losing 
ground,  according  as  the  wind  happened  to  be  scant  or  large 
when  we  put  aoout.  And  had  not  the  coast  afforded  such 
good  anchoring  we  had  been  much  longer  upon  it ;  but  being 
tree  from  shoals  or  rocks,  and  having  always  two  fathoms  of 
water  at  half  a  league  from  the  shore,  and  two  more  at  every 
league  farther  distant,  wc  had  always  the  convenience  of 
anchoring  every  night  when  there  was  little  wind.  When  on 
the  14th  of  September  we  reached  the  cape,  and  found  the 
land  turned  oft'  to  the  southwards,  so  that  we  could  conve- 
niently continue  our  voyage  with  those  levanters  or  east 
winds  that  so  continually  prevailed,  we  all  gave  thanks  to 
God  for  the  happy  change,  for  which  reason  the  admiral 
gave  it  the  name  of  Cape  Garcias  a  Dios.  A  little  beyond 
that  cape  we  passed  by  some  dangerous  sands,  that  ran  out 
to  sea  as  far  as  the  eye  could  ixiach.  •  '••. 

It  being  rc<}uisite  to  take  in  woo<1  and  water,  the  boats 
were  sent  on  the  16th  of  September  to  a  river  that  seemed 
deep  and  to  have  a  good  entrance,  but  the  coming  out  proved 
disastrous,  for  the  wind  freshening  from  the  sea,  and  the  waves 
running  high  against  the  current  of  the  river,  so  distressed 
the  boats,  that  one  of  them  was  lost  with  all  the  men  in  it ; 
for  which  the  admiral  named, it  Bio  de  la  Disgiatia,  or  the 
River  of  Disaster.  In  this  river,  and  about  it,  there  grew 
canes  as  thick  as  a  mans  leg.  Still  running  southwards,  vre 
came  on  Sunday  tl>e  25th  of  September  to  anchor  near  a 
HHoll  island  called'^uiriviri,  and  near  a  town  on  the  continent 
flamed  Cariari,  where  were  the  best  people,  country,  and 
«ituation  we  had  yet  seen,  as  well  because  it  was  high  and 
fuU  of  rivers,  and  thickly  wooded  with  forests  of  palms,  mira- 
holans,  and  other  trees.  For  this  reason,  the  admiral  name<l 
this  i^id  Hpcite.  |t  is  a  small  league  from  the  town 
V  ""''*  *"'■■•  "'-■  ..••■'  ■,'■'■'   named 
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named  Cariari  by  the  Indians,  which  is  situated  near  a  large 
riTer,  whither  a  great  number  of  people  resorted  irom  the 
adjacent  parts ;  some  with  bows  and  arrows,  otliers  armed 
with  staves  of  palm  tree,  as  black  as  coal  and  as  hard  as 
horn,  pointed  with  ildi  bone,'  and  others  with  d,ub8,  uid 
they  came  in  a  body  as  if  they  meant  to  defend  their  c^un^ 
try.  The  men  had  their  hair  braided,  and  wound  round 
their  heads,  end  the  women  wpre  their  hair  short  Kkc  our 
men.  But  perceiving  that  we  had  no  hostile  intentions,  they 
were  very  desirous  to  barter  their  articles  for  ours  ^  theirs 
were  arms,  cotton  jerkins,  and  large  pieces  of  cotton  cloth 
like  sheets,  and  guanints  which  are  made  of  pole  gold,  and 
worn  about  their  nedn  like  our  relics.  With  these  things 
4,hey  swam  to  our  boats,  far  none  of  our  people  went  on  shore 
that  day  or  the  next.  The  admiral  would  not  aHow  any 
of  ihtAr  things  to  be  taken,  lest  we  might  be  considered  as 
covetous,  but  ordered  some  of  our  artidcs  to  be  given  to 
them.  The  less  -we  appeared  to  value  the  exchange,  the 
more  eager  were  they  to  bnng  it  about,  and  made  many 
signs  to  that  effect  from  the  s^ore.  At  last,  perceiving  that 
none  of  our  people  would  go  on  shore,  they  took  all  the 
things  which  had  been  given  them,  without  reserving  the 
smallest  article,  and  tying  them  up  in  a  bundle,  left  them  on 
that  part  of  tlie  beadi  wiierc  our  people  first  landed,  and 
where  our  people  found  them  on  the  Wednesday  following 
when  they  went  on  shore. 

Believing  that  the  Christians  did  not  confide  in  them,  the 
Indians  sent  an  ancient  man  of  a.n  awful  presence,  bearing 
a  flag  upon  a  stall',  and  accompanied  by  two  girls  of  about 
eight  and  fourteen  years  of  agej  and  putting  these  into  the 
•boat  as  if  giving  hostages,  he  made  signs  for  our  people  to 
land.  Upon  their  request,  our  people  went  ashore  tp  take 
In  water,  the  Indians  taking  great  care  to  avoid  .(Joing  ajoy 
thing  which  might  have  alarmed  the  Christian^ ;  and  wlu^ 
they  saw  our  men  about  to  return  to  the  ships,  the  Indian« 
made  signs  to  take  the  girls  along  with  them  with  tiieir  guar> 
ninis  about  their  necks,  and  at  the  request  of  the  old  man^ 
jthey  complied  ^ud  carried  them  on  board,  In  tl^is  conduct 
these  people  shewed  themselves  of  a  more  friendly  diapost- 
tion  than  any  we  had  yet  met  with ;  and  thougli  the  girls 
evinced  uncommon  undauntedness  in  trusting  themselves  un- 
concernedly among  stroingcrs,  thev  always  benaved  themselves 
^ith  grcQt  modesty  and  swce)f  |s.      The  admiral  Jti'cated 
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them  well,  clothed  and  fed  them,  and  sent  them  Main  on 
shore,  w^ere  they  were  received  by  the  old  man  and  aliout 
iifly  others,  with  great  signs  of  satis^tiop  and  content  On 
the  bo^ts  going  on  shore  aoain  the  same  day,  they  found  the 
same  people  with  the  girls,  who  insisted  upon  restoring  all 
that  had  been  given  them  by  the  admiral. 

Next  day,  the  admirals  brother  w@at  on  shore  to  endeavour 
to  learn  something  of  these  people,  when  two  of  the  chiefe 
came  to  the  boat,  and  taking  him  1;^  the  arms  made  him  sit 
down  on  the  grass  between  them;  and  as,  when  he  was 
about  to  ask  them  questions,  he  ordered  his  secretary  to  write 
^own  the  information  they  might  give,  the  sight  of  the  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  threw  them  into  such  consternation  that  most 
of  them  ran  away".  It  was  supposed  they  did  this  from 
dread  of  being  bewitched ;  for  to  us  they  appeared  to  be  sor- 
cerers and  superstitious  people,  as  whenever  they  caine  near 
the  Christians,  they  used  to  scatter  some  powder  about  them 
in  the  air,  and  to  burn  some  of  the  same  powder,  endeavour- 
ing to  make  the  smoke  go  towards  the  Christians ;  besides 
their  refusing  to  keep  any  thing  that  belonged  to  us  shewed 
a  desree  of  jealousy  like  the  proverb,  which  says,  **  A  knave 
thinks  every  man  Ujke  himself'*."  Having  remained  here 
longer  than  was  convenient,  considering  the  haste  we  were 
in,  and  having  repaired  the  ships,  and  provided  all  we  want- 
ed, the  admiral  sent  his  brother  on  shore  with  some  men  on 
the  2d  of  October,  to  view  the  town,  and  to  endeavour  to 
learn  as  much  as  possible  of  the  manners  of  the  people,  and 
the  nature  of  the  country.  The  most  remarkable  thing  th^ 
saw  was  a  great  wooden  building  covered  with  canes,  in  whids 
.yrere  several  tombs.  In  one  of  these  there  lay  a  dead  body 
T  dried 
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1 1  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  these  people  could  have  the  smallest  idea 
whatever  of  the  European  art  of  writing.  But  they  might  have  heard  of 
the  Mexican  representations  of  people  and  things  by  a  rude  painting,  aiid 
of  their  freauent  and  disunt  excursions  in  quest  of  human  victims  to  s«cri« 
fice  upon  their  savage  altars.  This  may  possibly  have  been  the  origin  of 
the  terror  evinced  by  the  inhabitants  of  Cariari  at  the  sight  of  the  materials 
of  writing,  conceiving  that  the  Spaniards  were  emissaries  from  the  sanguio* 
ary  Mexicans,  and  about  to  record  the  measure  of  the  tribute  in  hunun 
blood.— £. 

12  A  more  charitable  construction  might  be  put  on  all  this.  The  refiinl 
to  accept  presents,  perhaps  proceeded  from  manly  pride  because  their  own 
had  been  refused.  The  powder  and  the  smoke  might  be  marks  of  honour 
to  the  strang;ers,.Kke  the  rose  water  and  other  honorary  perfuming!  of. the 
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drictd  up  and  embalmed,  in  anotjier  two  bodies  wrspped  im  jn 
cotton  sheets  and  without  any  ill  scent;  and  over  each  there 
was  a  board  carved  with  the  ^gures  of  beasts,  and  on  o^e  of 
them  ^e  effisies  as  was  sujqrased  of  ithe  person  dqpo^ted  un- 
demeaUi,  aoomed  with  guaninis^  beads,  and  others  c^  their 
most  valued  ornaments.    These  being  the  most  civilized 'In- 
dians yet  met  with,  the  admiral  ordered  some  to  be  taken 
that  he  might  learn  the  secrets  of  the  conntry;  seven  men 
were  accordingly  seized,  and  of  these  two  of  the  cfaiefest 
were  {^elected,  and  the  rest  sent  away  with  some  gifts  and 
courteous  treatment,  that  the  country  might  not  be  left  in 
commotion ;  and  these  were  told  as  well  as  we  could  express 
our  meaning,  that  they  were  only  to  serve  as  guides  upon 
that  coast,  and  then  to  be  set  at  liberty.    But  beueving  that 
they  were  taken  out  of  covetousness,  in  order  that  they  might 
ransom  themselves  with  their  valuable  goods,  great  numbers 
of  the  natives  came  down  next  day  to  the  £ore,  and  sent 
four  of  th^  number  on  board  to  the  admiral  to  treat  for  the 
ransom  of  their  friends,  ofifering  such  things  as  they  posses- 
sed, and  freely  giving  three  hogs  of  the  count^,  which,  thou^ 
«mall,  are  ver^  ferocious.    Observing,  therefore,  the  uncom- 
mon policy  ot  this  nation,  the  admiriu  was  the  more  anxious 
to  be  acquainted  with  them  ;  and  though  he  would  not  listen 
to  their  offers  of  ransoming  their  friends,  he  ordered  some 
trifies  to  be  given  to  the  messengers  that  they  might  not'  go 
away  dissatisfied,  and  that  they  should  be  paid  for  their  hogs. 
Among  other  creatures  which  that  country  produces,  there 
is  a  kimfof  pats  of  a  greyish  colour,  as  large  as  a  small  grey- 
hound, but  with  a  much  longer  tail,  which  is  so  ptrong,  that 
whatever  tiiey  clasp  with  it  is  as  if  bound  fast  with  a  rope. 
These  animals  ran  about  the  trees  like  squirrels,  and  when 
they  leap,  tiiey  not  only  hold  fast  with  their  claws,  but  with 
their  taUs  ,also,  by  which  they  often  hang  to  the  boughs,  either 
to  rcKt  themselves  or  to  sport.     It  happened  that  one  Ballas- 
ter  brought  one  of  these  cats  out  of  a  wood,  having  knocked 
him  from  a  tree,  and  not  daring  to  meddle  with  it  when 
down  because  of  its  fierceness,  he  cut  off  one  of  its  fore  paws 
and  brought  it  on  board  in  that  mutilated  condition.     Even 
in  that  maimed  state,  it  terrified  a  good  dog  we  had  on  board, 
but  put  one  of  the  Indian  hogs  into  much  greater  fear.    The 
hog  used  to  run  at  every  person,  and  would  not  aUow  the 
dog  to  remain  on  deck ;  but  the  moment  it  saw  the  cat  it 
ran  away  with  signs  of  the  utmost  terror.      The  admiral 
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cfceMfore  gave  orders  that  the  hog  and  the  cat  shouki  be 
l^aced  close  together ;  the  cat  immediately  wound  her  taU 
around  the  snout  of  the  hog,  and  with  its  remaining  fore-leg 
fastened  on  the  pole  of  the  hog,  which  grunted  the  while  most 
iearfu%.  From  this  we  con^ded  thM  these  eats  hunt  like 
the  wolves  or  dogs  of  l^in.  'V 

On  Wednesday  the  Sth  of  October,  the  admiral  sailed 
from  Cariari,  and  came  to  the  bay  of  Caravaro,  which  is 
six  leagues  long  and  two  broad ;  in  this  bay  there  are  many 
small  iuands,  and  two  or  three  channels  to  go  out  and  in  by. 
Within  these  channels  the  ships  sailed  as  it  had  been  m 
streets  or  lanes  between  the  islands,  the  branches  of  the  trees 
rubbing  against  the  shrouds.  As  soon  as  we  anchored  in 
this  bay,  the  boats  went  to  one  of  the  islands  where  there 
weire  twenty  canoes  on  the  shore,  and  a  number  of  people  all 
entirely  naked ;  most  of  them  had  a  plate  of  gold  hanging 
from  the  neck,  and  some  an  ornament  of  gold  resembling  an 
eagle.  These  people  were  perfectly  peaceable,  and  shewed 
no  tokens  of  bemg  afraid  of  the  Christians.  Assisted  by  the 
two  Indians  from  Cariari,  who  acted  as  interpreters,  our 
peq|)le  bought  one  of  the  gold  plates  which  weighed  ten 
ducats  for  three  horse-bells,  and  the  Indians  said  tnat  there 
Was  ureat  plenty  of  that  metal  to  be  had  farther  up  the  coun- 
try at  no  great  distance. 

Next  dayj  being  the  7th  of  October,  our  boats  went  ashore 
upon  the  continent,  where  they  met  ten  canoes  full  of  people; 
and  as  they  refused  to  barter  awny  their  gold  ornaments,  two 
of  their  chiefs  were  taken  prisoners,  one  of  whom  had  a  gold 
plate  weighing  fourteen  ducatit,  and  the  other  an  eagle  of  gold 
which  weighed  twenty«two.  Being  examined  by  the  admiral, 
with  the  assistance  of  our  interpreters,  they  said  that  there 
was  great  plenty  of  gold  up  the  country,  at  places  which  they 
named,  and  which  might  be  reached  in  a  day  or  two.     Vast 

auantities  of  fish  were  taken  in  the  bay,  and  there  were  abun- 
ance  of  these  creatures  on  shore  wliich  were  before  seen  at 
Cariari ;  also  great  abundance  of  food,  as  gi«in,  roots,  and 
fruit.  The  men  were  entirely  naked,  except  a  narrow  cot- 
ton cloth  before,  and  had  their  faces  and  body  painted  all 
over  with  various  colours,  as  red,  white,  and  brack.  From 
this  bay  of  Caravaro,  we  went  to  another  close  l^  it  caUed 
Aburena,  which  in  some  measure  is  like  the  other. 

On  the  17th  of  October  we  put  to  sea  to  continue  our 

Voyage ;  and  came  to  Ouaiga,  a  river  twelve  leagues  from 

,  Aburena. 
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Abureiuu  When  our  boats  were  going  on  shore  here  by 
Mrder  of  the  admirid,  they  saw  above  100  Indians  on  the 
stnuid,  who  assaulted  them  furionsly,  running  into  the  water 
iqp  to  their  middlest  brandishing  their  spears,  blowing  horns, 
and  bea^g  a  drum  in  a  warlike  manner  j  they  likewise  threw 
the  water  at  the  Christians,  and  chewing  certain  herbs,  they 
squirted  the  Juice  towards  them.  Our  men  lay  upon  Hheir 
oars  and  endeavoured  to  pacify  than,  which  th^  at  length 
accomplished,  and  the;y  drew  new  to  exchange,  their  gold 
plates,  some  for  two,  and  others  for  three  horse  bells,  by 
which  means  we  procured  sixteen  gold  plates  worth  15Q 
ducats.  Next  day,  being  Friday  the  19th  of  October,  the 
boats  wrat  again  towards  the  land,  intending  to  barter ;  but 
before  going  on  shore,  they  called  to  some  Indians  who  were 
und«r  certain  bowers  or  nuts,  which  they  had  made  during 
the  niffht  to  defend  their  counti'y,  fearing  the  Christians, 
Diiffht  land  to  injure  them.  Though  our  people  called  long 
and  loud,  none  of  the  Indians  would  approach,  nor  would  the 
Christians  venture  to  land  till  they  knew  what  were  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Indians ;  for  it  afterwards  appeared  that  the 
Indians  waited  to  tall  upon  our  people  as  soon  as  they  mwht 
laud.  But  perceiving  that  ihey  cutne  nui  out  of  the  boats,  they 
blew  their  horns  and  beat  their  drum,  and  ran  into  the  water 
as  they  had  done  the  day  before,  till  they  came  almost  up  to 
the  boats,  brandishing  their  javelins  in  i|  hostile  manner. 
Offended  at  this  proceeding,  and  that  tlie  Indians  might  not 
be  so  bold  and  despise  them,  the  Christians  at  \val  wounded 
one  of  them  in  the  arm  with  an  arrow,  and  fired  a  cannon 
Co  intimidate  them,  on  which  they  all  scampered  away  to  the 
lend.  Alter  this  four  Spaniards  landed  and  called  the  Indi- 
ans to  come  back,  which  they  now  did  very  quietly,  leaving 
their  arms  behind  them ;  and  they  bartered  tliree  gold  plates, 
saying  they  had  no  more  with  them,  as  they  had  not  come 
prepared  for  trade  but  for  war. 

The  only  object  of  the  aihniral  in  this  voyage  being  to  dis- 
cover the  cpuntry,  and  to  procure  samples  of  its  productions, 
he  proceeded  without  larthcr  delay  to  Catiba,  and  cast  an- 
chor in  the  mpctth  of  a  great  river.  The  people  of  the  coun- 
try were  seen  to  gather,  calling  one  another  together  with 
horns  and  drums,  and  they  afterwards  sent  two  men  in  a 
canoe  towards  the  ships ;  who,  after  some  conversation  with 
tlie  Indians  who  had  been  taken  at  Cariari,  came  on  board 
the  admiral  without  any  signs  of  apprehensiop,  and  by  the 
„-yai  advice 
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advice  of  the  Cartari  Indians  gave  t)ie  admiral  two  gdd  pAMai 
•^\uxSx  they  wore  about  their  necksf  for  whidk  he  gaite  t»em 
some  baubles  in  return.  When  these  w«nt  on  shotv*  titere 
oamie  another  with  iliree  men,  wearfa^  sold  plMes  alt  their 
necks;  Who  panrted  with  them  as  the  others  nad  dtiUK  Amity 
bbmff  thus  settled,  our  men  wait  on  shore,  where  they  foorwl 
numoers  of  people  along  with  th«r  kihg,  who  dimred  in 
Aothiiuf  from  the  rest,  except  thM  he  was  covered  with  one 
kn^  kaf  of  a  tree  to  defend  him  from  the  rain  which  then 
fell  in  torrents.  To  give  his  subjects  a  gdod  example,  he 
bartered  away  his  gold  pbte,  and  bade  them  exchange  thek« 
with  our  men,  so  that  they  got  nineteen  in  all  of  pifre 
gold.  This  was  the  first  place  in  the  Indies  where  onr 
people  had  seen  any  sign  of  building,  as  they  here  fbnnd  n 
grealt  mtot  of  wall  or  musonry  that  seemed  to  be  composed 
of  stone  and  lime,  and  the  admiral  ordered  a  piece  of  it  to  be 
brought  away  as  a  memorial  or  specimen.  From  thenCe  w6 
saifed  eastwards  to  Cobravo,  the  people  of  which  place 
dwell  near  the  rivers  of  that  coast ;  and  because  none  of 
the  natives  came  down  to  the  strand,  and  the  wind  blew 
fresh,  he  held  on  his  course  to  five  towns  of  great  trade, 
among  tHiich  was  Veragua,  where  the  Indians  said  the  gold 
Was  gathered  and  the  pntcs  manufactured.  4 

Tne  next  day  he  came  to  a  town  called  Cvbiga,  where  the 
Indians  of  Cariari  said  that  the  trading  country  ended ;  this 
b^an  at  Carabora  and  extended  to  Cubiga  ror  50  leagues 
along  the  coast.  Without  making  axty  stay  here,  the  admiral 
proceeded  on  till  he  put  into  Porto  Bello,  to  which  he  grtve 
that  name  bcca'use  it  is  large,  well  peopled,  and  encompassed 
by  A  finely  cultivated  country.  He  entered  this  place  on  the 
2d  of  November,  passing  between  two  small  islands  Within 
which  ships  may  lie  Close  to  the  shore,  and  can  turn  it  out  if 
(hey  have  occasion.  The  country  about  that  harbour  and 
higher  up  is  by  no  means  rough,  but  cultivated  and  full  of 
houses  a  stone  tnrow  or  a  bow-shot  only  from  each  other,  and 
forms  the  finest  landscape  that  can  be  imagined.  We  con** 
tinned  there  seven  days  on  account  of  rain  and  bad  weather, 
and  canoes  came  constantly  to  the  ships  fVom  all  the  country 
round  to  trade  with  provisions  and  bottoms  of  fine  spun  cot" 
ton,  which  they  g&ve  in  exchange  for  points  and  pins  and  other 
trifles. 

On  Wednesday  the  ninth  of  November  we  sailed  fkmi 

Portp  Bellb  eight  leagues  to'the  eastwards,  but  were  driven 
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back  four  leaguies  next  day  by  stress  of  wettheTf  and  put  in 
among  some  islands  near  the  continent  where  -  the  town  of 
Nomlnre  de  Dios  now  stands ;  and  because  all  these  small 
.  islands  were  full  of  ffrain»  the  admiral  called  this  place  Puerto 
de  BastimentoSf  or  rort  of  Provisions.  While  here  one  of 
our  boats  pursued  a  canoe,  and  the  Indians  imagining  our 
men  woula  do  them  some  harm,  and  perceivitag  the  boat  with- 
in less  than  a  stones  throw  of  them,  they  le^)t  into  the  sea  to 
swim  away,  which  they  ail  effected ;  for  thouffh  the  boat  rowed 
hard  it  could  not  overtake  any  of  them,  or  if  it  did  come  up 
with  one  he  would  dive  like  a  duck  and  come  up  again  a  bow- 
shot or  two  distant.  This  chase  lasted  above  half  a  league, 
and  it  was  very  pleasant  to  see  the  boat  labour  in  vain  and 
come  back  empty  handed. 

We  continued  here  till  the  2Sd  of  November,  refitting  t^e 
ships  and  mending  our  casks,  and  sailed  that  day  to  a  place' 
called  Guiga,  there  being  another  of  the  same  name  between 
Veragua  and  Cerago.     The  boats  went  ashore  at  (his  place* 
where  they  found  above  300  persons  ready  to  trade  in  provi- 
sions and  some  small  gold  ornaments  which  they  wore  at  thcit' 
ears  and  noses.     On  Saturday  the  24th  of  November  we  put 
into  a  small  port  which  was  called  Retrete^  or  the  Retired  Place  j 
because  it  could  not  contain  above  five  or  six  ships  together ; 
the  mouth  of  it  was  not  above  15  or  20  paces  ov6r,  and  on 
both  sides  rocks  appeared  above  water  as  sharp  as  diamondsl 
The  channel  between  was  so  deep  that  no  bottom  could  bd 
found,  though  if  the  ships  inclined  only  a  little  way  to  either 
side  the  men  could  leap  on  shore.      This  sharpness  of  the 
rocks  saved  the  ships  in  this  narrow  passage,  and  the  danger 
we  wore  now  in  was  owing  to  the  covetousness  of  the  people 
who  went  in  the  boats  to  view  it,  as  they  were  desirous  of  traf- 
ficking with  the  Indians,  and  believed  that  the  ships  might  be 
in  safety  close  to  the  shore.     In  this  place  we  were  detained 
nine  days  by  bad  weather.    At  first  the  Indians  came  very 
familiarly  to  trade  in   such  articles  as  they  had  to  dispose  of^ 
but  our  seamen  used  to  steal  privately  on  shore  and  commit 
a  thousand  insolcncics  like  covetous  dissolute  fellows,  insomuch 
that  they  provoked  the  Indians  to  break  the  peace,  and  seve- 
ral skirmishes  happened  between  them  and  our  people.    Th(« 
Indians  at  length  took  cour^  to  advance  to  our  ships  which 
lay  with  their  sides  close  to  the  shore,  intending  to  do  us  some 
harm  ;  but  their  designs  turned  out  to  their  own  detriment, 
although  the  admiral  always  endeavoured  to  gain  them  by  pa- 
tience. 
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tience  and  civility.  But  pcrceivins- their  iiuolence  to  increiue^ 
he  causctl  eoine  cannon  to  be  discnargec],  thinkins  to  frighten 
them ;  this  they  answered  with  loud  shouts,  thrasliiug  tiie 
trees  ^irith  tlieir  clnbs  i|nd  ataves,  and  sliewed  by  threatening 
sighs  thai  they  did  not  icur  the  noise.  Therefore  to  abate 
their  pride  and  to  surprise  them  with  respect  for  tlie  Christi- 
Oils,  the  admual  ordered  a  sliot  to  be  fired  at  a  company  of 
them  that  stood  upAn  a  hillock  near  the  shore  j  and  the  bali 
falling  amonff  them  made  them  sensible  that  our  thunder  car- 
ried a  boh  auMig  with  it,  and  in  future  they  dared  not  to  shew 
thenMielvcs  even  behind  the  hills. 

The  people  of  this  country  wterd  the  handsomest  we  had 
tct  seen  amon^  the  Indians^  being  tall  and  thin,  without  large 

:  oellics,  and  with  agreeable  countenances.    The  country  was 

;;  all  plai%  bearing  little  grass  and  few  trees.  In  the  harbour 
tkere  were  crocodiles  or  alligators  of  a  vast  size,  which  go  on 
shore  to  sledp,  and  they  scatter  a  scent  as  if  all  the  musk  in 
the  worid  were  together >  They  are  fierce  and  ravenous,  so 
(hat  if  they  find  a.mun  asleep  they  drag  him  to  the  water  and 

-  devour  him,  but  they  are  fearful  and  cowardly  when  attacked^ 
These  alligators  arc  found  in  many  other  parts  of  th^  conti- 
nefit,  and  some  afiirm  that  they  arc  the  same  with  the  croco-^ 
diles  of  the  Nile. 

Finding  that  the  violent  winds  from  the  £.  and  N.  %,  did 
fiot  cease,  and  that  no  trade  could  be  had  with  ttiose  people, 
tlie  admiral  resolved  to  go  back  that  he  might  make  farUier 
inquiry  into  the  reports  of  the  Indians  concerning  the  miuea 

,  of  VeragUa,  and  therefore  returned  on  Monday  the  5th  of 
Noveml)er  to  Porto  Bello  ten  leagues  westwards.  Continu- 
ing his  course  next  day,  he  was  eiiconntcrcd  by  a  west  wind 
which  was  quite  contrary  to  his  new  design,  though  favourable 
for  that  which  he  luui  been  attempting  ibr  three  montlis  past« 
hut  expecting  that  this  wind  would  not  lost  long  because  tho 

.  weather  was  unsettled,  he  boro  up  against  the  wind  tor  some 
(fays  j  but  when  the  weather  would  seem  a  little  favourable  for 
going  to  Veragua,  another  wind  would  start  up  and  drive  us 
back  again  to  Porto  Bello,  and  when  almost  in  hopes  of  get- 
ting into  port  we  were  quite  beat  oiF  again.  Sometimes  there 
were  such  incessant  finishes  of  thunder  and  h'ghtning  that  the 
men  durst  hat-dly  open  their  eyes,  the  ships  seemed  just  siidc- 
ing,  and  the  sky  appeared  as  if  it  would  come  down  upon  us. 
At  times  the  thunder  was  so  continued,  that  it  was  conceived 
•ume  ship  was  firing  its  guns  for  assistance.    At  other  times 

there 
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there  would  fall  such  incefaant  and  heavy  torrentt  of  rahi  for 
two  or  three  daya  together  ay  if  an  univenal  deluge  were  gomg 
to  overwhelm  the  world.  This  almost  unceasing  war  of  the 
elements  perplexed  the  men  and  reduced  them  almost  to  des- 
pair, so  that  they  were  continually  wet  and  could  not  get  half 
an  hours  rest  at  a  time,  always  beating  up  to  windwald.  In 
such  terrible  tempests  they  dreaded  the^re  in  flashes  of  light- 
ning, the  air  for  its  fury,  the  water  for  its  mountainous  waves, 
and  the  earth  for  hidden  rocks  and  sands  j  where  Uiey  expect- 
ed safety  in  a  near  haven,  often  encountering  danger,  and 
therefore  preferring  to  contend  against  all  the  other  elements 
to  avoid  the  land.  In  the  midst  of  all  these  terrors  there  oc- 
curred another  no  less  wonderful  and  dangerous,  which  was 
a  water-spout  risinff  from  the  sea  on  Thursday  the  ISth  of 
December ;  which,  if  they  had  not  dissolved  by  reciting  the 
gospel  of  St  John,  had  certainly  sunk  whatever  it  had  ral]en 
upon.  This  phenomenon  draws  the  water  up  to  the  clouds 
like  a  pillar  and  thicker  than  a  butt,  twisting  it  about  like  a 
whirlwind. 

That  same  night  we  lost  sight  of  the  ship  called  the  Bis- 
caina,  but  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  it  again  after  three 
or  four  dreadfiil  dark  days.  It  had  lost  its  bo»t  and  had  been 
in  great  danger,  being  so  near  the  land  as  to  be  forced 
to  come  to  anchdr,  which  it  likewise  lost  by  being  obliged  to 
cut  the  cable.  It  now  aj^eared  that  the  currents  on  this 
coast  follow  the  prevailing  wind,  running  westwards  with  the 
east  wind^  and  eastwards  with  the  west.  The  ships  being 
now  almost  shattered  to  pieces  by  the  tempest,  and  the  niea 
quite  spent  with  incessant  labour,  a  calm  for  a  day  or.  two 
gave  them  some  relief,  and  brought  such  multitude^  of  sharks 
about  the  ships  as  were  dreadful  to  behold,  especially  to  such 
0s  were  supjprstitious.  Ravens  are  reported  to  smell  ppt  dead 
bodies  from  a  great  djst^nj?je,  and  some  think  that  sharks  have 
the  same  perceptive  faculty.  They  have  two  rows  of  sharp 
teeth  in  the  nature  of  a  saw*  with  which  if  they  lay  ho]d  of 
a  mans  les  or  arm  they  cut  it  off  as  with  a  razor.  Multitudes 
of  these  sharks  were  {caught  by  a  hook  and  chain,  but  being 
able  to  destroy  no  more,  uiey  continued  in  vast  numbers  swim- 
ming about.  They  are  so  greedy  that  they  no^  only  \Ate  at 
carrion,  but  may  be  taken  oy  means  of  a  red  rqig  upon  the 
hook.  I  have  seen  a  tortoise  taken  out  of  tl^e  stpinach  of  one 
of  t|iese  sharks  that  lived  for  some  time  afterwards  aboard  the 
ship ;  and  out  of  another  was  taken  thfs  head  of  one  of  its 
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own  kind,  which  we  had  cut  off  and  thrown  into  the  water  ai 
not  fit  to  be  eaten^  and  the  shark  had  swaUowod  it,  which  to 
Bs  seemed  strange  and  unnatund  that  one  creature  should 
iwallow  the  head  of  another  a|i  large  as  its  own  i  this  how^* 
ever  is  owing  to  the  vast  siae  of  their  mouth  which  reaches 
^khnost  to  the  bellv,  ond  the  head  is  shaped  like  an  olive. 
Though  some  of  tne  people  considered  these  creatures  as  fore- 
boding misfortune,  and  others  thought  them  bad  fish,  ye(  we 
were  all  thankful  for  them  on  account  of  the  want  we  were 
How  in :  We  had  been  eight  months  at  sea,  so  that  all  the 
flesh  and  fish  we  had  brought  from  Spain  was  consumed,  and 
pwinff  to  the  heat  and  moisture  of  the  atmosphere,  the  biscuit 
Was  become  so  full  of  maggots  that  many  of  t|ie  people  wait- 
ed till  niidit  before  tlicy  could  eat  the  pottage  made  of  it,  that 
they  might  not  see  the  maggots  ;  but  others  were  so  used  to 
e^t  them  that  thev  were  not  curious  to  throw  them  away,  lest 
ih^  might  lose  their  supper. 

Upon  Saturday  the  17th  of  December  wo  put  into  a  large 
bay  or  port  three  leagues  to  the  eastwards  ot  Pennon^  called 
JHudva  by  0ie  Indians,  where  we  remained  thr^e  days.  W«i 
|here  saw  the  Indians  dwellins  upon  the  tops  of  trees,  like 
birds,  laying  sticks  acrpss  the  houghs  upon  which  they 
buikl  a  kina  of  huts.  We  conceived  this  might  have  been 
for  fear  of  the  griffins  which  are  in  that  country,  or  to  be  out 
t>f  reach  of  their  enemies  i^  for  all  along  that  coast  the  little 
tribes  at  everv  league  distant  are  great  enemies  to  each  other 
and  perpetually  at  war,  We  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  20th 
with  fair  weatner  but  not  settled,  fpr  as  soon  as  we  were  sot 
put  to  sea  the  tempest  rose  again  and  d^ove  us  into  another 
port,  whence  we  departed  the  third  day,  the  weather  being 
somewhat  mended,  but  Uke  an  enen^y  that  lies  in  wait  for  a 
man,  it  rushed  out  again  and  drove  i^s  to  Pennpn»  but  when 
we  hoped  to  get  in  there  the  wind  come  quite  contrary  and 
drove  i;s  again  towards  Veragua.  Being  at  an  anchor  in  the 
river  the  weather  became  agam  very  stormy,  so  that  we  had 
reason  to  be  thankful  for  having  got  intp  that  port,  where  we 
had  been  before  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month.  We  con-^ 
tinned  here  f^om  the  26th  pf  December  to  the  3d  of  January 
1508  {  when,  having  repaired  the  ship  Galleaa  and  taken  on 
board  a  good  store  of  Indian  wheat,  water,  and  wood,  we  turn- 
ed back  to  Veragua  with  bad  weather  and  contrary  winds, 
which  changed  crossly  just  as  the  admiral  altered  his  course. 
iVs  cmntinua)  changing  of  the  wind  gave  us  so  much  trouUe 
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between  Veragua  atid  Porto  Bdlo  that  the  adnUnl  nftmed 
thn  Cosio  de  CoiUrasuSt  or  the  Coaat  of  Thwartingi. 

Upon  ThuradftTy  being  the  f^ast  of  the  Epiphany,  €th  Janu- 
ary, we  cast  anchor  near  a  river  cidled  Ynra  by  the  Indians, 
but  which  the  admiral  named  Belem  or  Bethlon,  because  wt 
came  to  it  on  the  festival  of  the  three  kings.  He  caused  the 
mouth  of  that  river  and  of  another  to  the  westwards  to  be 
sounded ;  in  the  latter*  called  Veragua  by  the  Indians,  the  w»» 
ter  was  shoal,  but  in  the  river  Belem  there  were  four  fathoms  at 
high  water.  The  boats  went  up  this  river  to  the  town  where 
we  had  been  informed  the  gold  mines  of  Veragua  were  situat* 
ed.  At  first  the  Indians  were  so  far  from  conversing  that 
they  assembled  with  their  weapons  to  hinder  the  Christians 
from  landing ;  and  the  next  oay  on  going  up  the  river  of 
Veragua,  the  Indians  did  the  same,  not  only  on  shore,  but 
stood  upon  their  guard  with  their  canoes  in  the  water.  But 
an  Indian  of  that  coast  who  understood  them  a  little  went  on 
shore  and  persuaded  them  that  we  were  good  people,  and  de> 
sired  nothuig  from  them  but  what  we  would  pay  for )  by  this 
they  were  pacified  and  trucked  twenty  plates  of  gdd,  like> 
wise  some  hollow  pieces  like  the  joints  of  reeds,  ana  some  un- 
melted  grains.  On  purpose  to  enhance  the  value  of  their  gold 
they  said  it  was  gathered  a  great  way  off  among  uncouth 
mountains,  and  that  when  they  gathered  it  they  did  not  eat, 
nor  did  they  carry  their  women  along  with  them,  a  story  simi- 
lar to  whicn  was  told  by  the  people  of  Hbpaniola  vfh&i  it  was 
first  discovered. 

On  Monday  the  9th  of  January  the  admirals  ship  and  that 
called  Biscaina  went  up  the  river,  and  the  Indians  came  pre- 
sently on  board  to  barter  away  such  things  as  they  had,  es- 
pecially fish,  which  at  certain  times  of  the  year  come  up  tbese 
rivers  trora  the  sea  in  such  quantities  as  would  seem  incredible 
to  those  who  had  not  seen  it.  They  likewise  exchanged  some 
gold  for  pins,  and  what  they  most  valued  they  gave  for  beada» 
or  hawks-bells.  Next  day  the  other  two  ships  came  in,  hav- 
ing to  wait  for  the  flood,  which  does  not  rise  above  half  a 
fathom  in  these  parts.  As  Veragua  was  famed  for  mines  and 
extraordinary  wealth,  the  admirals  brother  wait  up  tlie  river 
the  third  day  after  our  arrival  to  the  town  of  QfiibiOf  the  king 
or  cacique  of  this  province :  who,  hearing  of  the  lieutenants 
.  coming,  came  down  the  river  in  his  canoes  to  meet  him.  Qui- 
bio  behaved  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  interchanged'se- 
veral  articles  with  the  lieutenant,  and  after  a  long  discourse 
they  parted  in  peace.  Next  day  Quibio  came  on  board  to  Vi- 
sit 
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sit  the  admiral,  and  having  discoursed  together  about  an 
hour,  his  men  trucked  some  gold  for  bells,  and  he  returned  t6 
his  own  place. 

While  we  lay  here  as  we  thought  in  perfect  ease  and  secu- 
rity, the  river  of  Belem  suddenly  swelled  on  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary so  high,  that  before  we  could  get  a  cable  on  shore  the  fury 
of  tho  water  came  so  impetuously  on  the  admirals  ship  that  it 
broke  one  of  her  anchors,  and  drove  her  with  such  force  aeainst 
the  Galega  as  to  bring  the  foremaht  by  the  hoard,  and  both 
ships  were  carried  away  foul  of  each  other  in  the  utmost  dan- 

ger  of  perishing.  Some  judged  that  this  sudden  and  mighty 
oc)d  had  been  occasioned  by  the  heavy  rains,  which  still  con- 
tinued incessantly  ;  but  in  that  case  the  river  woukl  have  swel- 
led gradually  and  not  all  of  a  sudden,  which  made  us  suppose 
that  some  extraordinary  rain  had  fallen  in  the  mountains  about 
20  leagues  up  the  country,  which  the  admiral  called  the  mbun- 
tains  of  St  Christopher.  The  highest  of  that  range  was  above 
the  region  of  the  air  in  which  meteors  are  bred,  as  no  cloud  was 
ever  seen  to  rise  above,  but  all  floated  below  its  summit ;  this 
mountain  of  St  Christopher  looks  like  a  hermitage  '^,  and 
lies  in  the  midst  of  a  range  of  woody  mountains  whence  we 
believed  that  flood  came  which  was  so  dangerous  to  our  ships; 
for  had  they  been  carried  out  to  sea  they  must  have  been  shat> 
tered  to  pieces,  as  the  wind  was  then  extremely  boisterous. 
This  tempest  lasted  so  long  that  we  had  time  to  reflt  and  caulk 
the  ships ;  and  the  waves  broke  so  furiously  on  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  that  the  boats  could  not  go  out  to  discover  along  the 
coast,  to4fam  where  the  mines  lay,  and  to  seek  out  for  a  pro- 
per place  in  which  to  build  a  town  ;  for  the  admiral  had  re- 
solved to  leave  his  brother  in  this  place  with  most  of  the  men* 
that  they  might  settle  and  subdue  the  country,  while  he  should 
return  into  ^ain  to  send  out  supplies  of  men  and  provisions. 
With  this  prospect,  he  sent  his  brother  on  Monday  the  6th 
of  Februaiy  with  68  men  by  sea  to  the  mouth  of  the  Veragua 
river,  a  league  to  the  westward  of  the  Belem  river,  who  went 
a  league  and  a  half  up  the  river  to  the  caciques  town,  where 
he  staid  a  day  inquiring  the  way  to  the  mines.  On  Wedne»- 
day  they  travelled  four  leagues  and  half,  and  rested  for  the 
night  on  the  side  of  a  river  which  they  had  crossed  44  times 

in 

13  The  ■iiQilitude  u  not  obvioua,  but  may  have  b^n  intended  to  comprae 
this  mountain  with  the  lofty  sharp  pinnacle  on  which  the  hermitage  is  built 
oear  St  Jago  de  Coro)>ostelM  in  Spain.— £. 
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in  the  course  of  that  days  march  j  next  day  they  travelled  a 
league  and  a  half  towards  the  mines,  being  directed  in  their 
journey  by  some  Indian  guides  who  were  furnished  by  Quibio, 
In  about  two  hours  time  they  came  thither,  and  every  man 
gathered  some  gold  from  about  the  roots  of  the  trees,  which 
were  there  very  thick  and  of  prodigious  height.  This  sample 
wa%  much  valued,  l>ecau8e  none  of  those  who  went  upon  this 
expedition  had  any  tools  for  digging,  or  had  ever  been  accus- 
tomed to  gather  gold ;  and  an  the  design  of  this  expedition 
was  merely  to  get  information  of  the  situation  of  the  mines^ 
they  returned  very  much  satisfied  that  same  day  to  Veragua, 
and  the  next  day  to  the  ships.  It  was  aflerwards  learnt  that 
these  were  not  the  mines  of  Veragua  which  lay  much  nearer, 
but  belonged  to  the  town  of  Urira  the  people  of  which  being 
enemies  to  those  of  Veragua,  Quibio  had  ordered  the  Chris- 
tians to  be  conducted  thither  to  do  a  dit>pl(;a8ure  to  his  foes, 
and  that  his  own  mines  might  remain  untouchfd. 

On  Thursday  the  14th  of  February,  the  lieutenant  went 
into  the  country  with  40  men,  a  boat  tollowing  with  14  more. 
The  next  day  they  came  to  the  river  Urira  seven  leagues  west 
from  Belem.  The  cacique  came  aleague  out  of  this  town  tomeet 
him  with  20  men,  and  presented  him  with  such,  things  as  they 
feed  on,  and  some  gold  plates  were  exchanged  here.  Thu 
cacique  and  his  chief  men  never  ceaned  putting  a  dry  herb 
into  their  mouths,  which  they  chewed  and  sometimes  they 
took  a  sort  of  powder  which  they  carried  along  with  that  herb, 
which  singular  custom  astonished  our  people  very. much '* 
Having  rested  here  a  while,  the  Christians  and  Inqiuis  went 
to  the  town,  where  they  were  met  by  great  numbers  of  people, 
had  a  large  house  appointed  for  their  habitation,  and  virere  sup- 
plied wi£  plenty  of  provisions.  Soon  after  came  the  cacK)ue  of 
Dururif  a  neighbouring  town,  with  a  great  many  Indians,  who 
brought  some  gold  plates  to  exchange.  All  these  Indians 
said  that  there  were  caciques  farther  up  the  country  who  had 
abundance  of  gold,  and  great  numbers  of  moa  armed  as  ours 
were.  Next  day  the  lieutenant  ordered  part  of  his  men  to 
return  to  the  ships,  and  with  SO  whom  he  retained,  he  held  on 
his  journ^  to  ZobrabOf  where  the  fields  for  »ix  leagues  were  all 
full  of  maize  like  com  fields.  Thence  he  went  to  Cateba  an- 
other 

14  Thii  is  pliably  the  first  ttme  that  Europeans  had  seen  tobacco  chewed 
and  the  use  of  tnufft  practices  which  have  now  becoaie  almost  neceisarief  of 
Ufe  among  many  millions  of  the  inhabitanu  of  Europe  and  its  colooics<— S< 
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other  town,  and  was  well  entertained  at  both  places  withabun' 
dance  of  provisions,  and  some  sold  plates  were  bartered. 
Hieae  are  like  the  pattern  of  a  chuice,  some  bigger  and  some 
less,  and  weighed  about  twelve  ducats  more  or  ks»,  and  the  In- 
dians wear  than  hanging  from  thmr  necks  by  a  string  as  we  do 
relics.  Being  now  very  far  from  the  f«hips,  without  having 
found  any  port  along  the  coast,  or  any  river  larger  than  that 
of  Belem  on  which  to  settle  his  colony,  the  lieuteuant  came 
back  on  the  24th  of  February,  bringing  witli  him  a  consider^ 
able  value  in  gold  which  he  bad  acquired  by  barter  during  his 
journey.  *r 

Immediately  on  his  return  preparations  were  made  for  his 
stay,  and  eighty  men  were  appointed  to  remain  with  him< 
These  wwe  divided  into  gangs  of  ten  men  each,  and  began  to 
build  houses  on  the  bank  of  the  Belem  river  on  the  right  hand 
going  up,  about  a  cannon-shot  from  its  mouth,  and  the  infant 
colony  was  protected  by  surroundmg  it  with  a  trench.  The 
mouth  of  this  river  is  marked  by  a  small  hill.  The  houses 
were  all  built  of  timber  and  covered  with  pakn  leaves,  which 
ffrew  abundantly  afeng  die  banks  of  the  river ;  and  besides 
Uie  ordinary  houses  for  the  colony,  a  larae  house  was  built 
to  i6rve  as  a  magazine  and  store-house,  mto  which  several 

Sieees  of  cannon,  powder,  provisions,  and  other  necessaries 
>r  the  use  and  support  of  the  planters  were  put  But  the 
wine,  biscait,  oil,  vinegar,  cheese,  and  a  considerable  supply 
of  grain  were  left  in  the  ship  Gallieffa  as  the  safest  place ;  which 
was  to  be  left  with  the  lieutenant  for  the  service  of  the  colony, 
mfSk  alMli  cordage,  nets,  hooks  and  other  tackle ;  for,  as  has 
be«n  tlNMidy  said,  there  is  vast  abundance  of  fi^  in  every 
Hver  of  that  coast,  several  sorts  at  certain  seasons  running 
along  the  coast  in  shoals,  on  which  the  people  of  the  country 
live  more  than  upon  flesh,  for  though  there  arc  some  beasts  df 
diflfcrcnt  softs,  tnere  are  by  no  means  enough  to  maintain  the 
inhabitantSif 

The  customs  of  tbete  Indians  are  for  the  most  part  much 
tlie  same  as  those  of  Hispaniola  and  the  neighbouring  islands;; 
but  dios*  people  of  Veragua  and  the  country  about  it,  when- 
tkcgr  talk  to  one  another  are  constantly  tumifig  their  baeks 
ana  always  chewii^  an  herb,  which  we  bdieved  to  be  the  re* 
aon  that  their  teeth  were  rotten  and  decayed.  Their  food  is 
mostly  fish,  which  they  take  with  nets,  and  with  hooks  made 
of  tortiHseshell,  whidi  they  cut  with  a  direed  as  if  theyjv^ere 
the  same  manner  as  is  done  in  the  islands. 
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have  another  way  of  catching  aomei  very  small  fishei»  wfaidi 
are  called  Titi  in  Hispaniola.  At  certain  times  these  axe 
driven  towards  the  shore  by  the  rains^  and  are  so  {lerseciitcd 
by  the  krger  ^h  that  the^  are  forced  up  to  ^e  surfiwe  in 
shoal  water,  where  the  Indians  take  as  many  <^  them  a«  th^ 
have  a  mind  by  means  of  little  matts  or  small  meshed  nets. 
They  wrap  these  up  singly  in  certaid  leaves^  and  having  dried 
them  in  an  oven  they  will  keep  a  great  whiles  They  e)«i 
catch  bilchards  in  the  samemahner }  for  at  certain  times  Uieae 
fly  witn  such  violence  from  the  pursuit  of  the  large  fi*h«  that 
they  will  leap  out  of  the  water  two  or  three  paces  on  the  dry 
land,  so  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  but  take  than  as  th^ 
do  the  Titi.  These  pilchards  are  taken  aStek  another  man- 
ner ;  They  raise  a  partition  of  palm-tree  leaves  two  yards  fai^ 
in  the  middle  of  a  canoe,  fore  and  afl  as  the  seamen  call  it,  or 
from  stem  to  stem  ;  then  plying  about  the  river  they  inidke  a 

Seat  noise^  beating  the  snores  with  their  paddles,  and  then 
e  pilchards,  to  fly  from  the  other  fishy  leap  into  the  canoet 
where  hitting  against  the  partition  they  fall  in^  and  by.  this 
means  they  often  take  vast  numbers  ".  Seteral  sortf  <w  fish 
pass  along  the  coast  in  vast  shoals,  whereof  immense  quanti- 
ties arc  tdken ;  and  these  will  keep  a  long  taAH  after  being 
roasted  or  dried  in  the  way  already  mentioned. 
^  These  Indians  have  also  abundance  of  ;.iaize,  d  qpeciM  of 
grain  which  grows  in  an  ear  or  hard  head  like  inillet,  and  from 
which  th^  make  a  white  and  red  wine^  as  beer  is  made  in 
England,  mixing  it  with  their  ^ice  as  it  suits  their  pidate, 
havmg  a  pleasant  taste  Uke  sharp  brisk  wine^  Thejr^Mtt)  make 
another  sort  of  wine  from  certain  trees  like  paJkntt  wbich  have 
prickly  truiriu  like  thorns :  Thi!>  wine  is  made  from  the  pil^ 
of  these  palms,  which  resemble  squeezed  palnutoesi  and  nam 
idrhich  they  extract  tlie  iuice  and  boil  it  im  with  wate^  wd 
vpice.  They  make  anotW  wine  from  a  fruit  which  grows 
likewise  in  uuadalbup,  resembling  a  large  pine-apple^  This 
is  planted  in  large  fields,  and  the  plant  is  a  8J;)roul;  growing 
from  the  top  of  the  fruit,  like  that  which  grows  firom  A  caib- 
bage  or  lettuce.  One  plant  lasts  in  bearihg  .for  tluree  or  four 
yeftrs.    They  likewise  make  wines  from  otner  sorts  of  fruit ; 

particularly^ 
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IS  It  itwobablc  that  the&hlitin<)aUiedpUclwrd«werepf  oi(cof  the  )tia^ 
cf  flyiag  nsb,  't^hich  it  of  the  tame  genua  with  the  herring  Ka4  pilchar^ 
Voyagers  ignoraht  of  natural  history  arA  extremely  apt  to  n^nfi  d«w  o)i^P9M 
after  corresponding  resemblances  m  tbcir  own  countryif—E.    ''^•'  >  «>' ! 
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parUcukrly  from  one  diat  grows  upon  very  hijnrh  tirees^  which 
u  as  big  as  a  hurge  lemon,  and  has  several  stones  like  nuts, 
fipbm  two.to  nine  in  each,  not  round  but  long  like  chcsnuts. 
The  rind  of  this  fruit  is  like  a  pomegranate,  and  when  first 
tal^  from  the  tree  it  resembles  it  exactly,  save  only  that  it 
want*  the  prickly  drcle  at  the  top.  The  taste  of  it  is  like  a 
peach;  ana  of  tKem  some  are  better  than  others,  ns  is  usual 
in  other  fruits.  There  are  some  of  these  in  the  islands,  where 
they  are  bamed  Mamei  by  the  Indians. 

AJl  things  beinff  settled  for  the  Christian  colony  nnd  ten  or 
twelve  houses  buih  and  thatched,  the  admiral  wished  to  have 
sailed  for  Spain ;  but  he  was  n^w  threatened  by  even  a  greater 
danger  from  want  of  water  in  the  river,  than  that  he  had 
fwmeriy  experienced  by  the  inundation.  For  the  great 
rains  in  January  being  now  over,  the  mouth  of  the  river  was 
so  choked  up  with  sand,  that  though  there  were  ten  feet  of 
water  on  the  bar  when  we  came  in,  which  was  scant  enough, 
there  were  now  only  two  feet  when  we  wished  to  have  gone 
out  We  were  thus  shut  up  without  prospect  of  relief,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  get  over  the  sand ;  and  even  if  we  had  pos- 
sessed any  engine  cr!;.alated  for  this  purpose,  the  sea  was  so 
.boisterous  that  the  smallest  of  the  waves  which  broke  upon  the 
shore  was  enough  to  have  beat  the  ships  in  pi^es,  more  espe- 
cialfy  as  ours  were  now  all  eaten  through  and  through  by  the 
wonns  like  a  honeycomb.  We  had  nothing  lefl  uierefore, 
but  to  prey  to  God  lor  rain,  as  we  had  before  prayed  for  fair 
.  weather ;  tfs  we  knew  that  rain  would  swell  the  river  and  clear 
away  ^  sand. 

In  the  meantime  it  was  discovered  by  means  of  our  intcr- 
fireter,  an  Indian  whom  we  had  taken  not  far  off  above  three 
months  before,  and  vvho  willingly  went  along  with  us,  that 
Quibio  the  eacitque  of  Veragnia,  mtended  to  set  fire  to  the 
houses  and  destroy  the  Christians,  as  all  the  Indians  were 
averse  to  the  settlement  of  our  people  in  their  country.  It 
was  therefore  thought  proper,  as  a  punishment  to  this  cacique 
and  a  terror  and  example  to  the  other  Indians,  to  take  him 
\  and  all  his  chie£men  prisoners  uito  &)ain,  that  his  town  and 
tribt  miffht  remain  subjected  to  the  Christians.  According* 
ly*  the  lieutenant  went  with  a  party  of  seventy- six  men 
towards  Veragua,  on  the  SOth  of  March,  to  execute  this  pro- 
ject This  town  or  village  is  not  built  close  together^  but  all 
the  houses  are  built  at  considerable  distances  as  in  Biscay. 
When  Quibio  Iin4erst09d  that  th^  lieutenant  was  come  near, 
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he  sent  word  for  him  not  to  come  up  to  his  house ;  but  the 
lieutenant,  that  he  might  not  seem  nny  way  afraid  of  these 
peoptei  went  up  notwithstanding  this  message,  accompanied 
only  by  five  men ;  ordering  all  the  rest  to  halt  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  on  which  the  caciques  houK  was  situated,  and  der 
siring  them,  to  come  afVer  him,  two  and  two  together,  at  some 
distance  from  each  other ;  and  that  when  they  «!H)uId  hear 
a  musket  fired,  they  should  till  run  iip,  and  beset  the  house 
that  none  of  them  might  escape. 

When    the  lieutenant  came  to  the  house,  Quibio  sent 
another  message  to  desire  that  he  might  not  come  in,  for 
thcmgh  wounded  by  an  arrow,  he  would  come  out  to  receive 
him,  and  he  acted  in  this  manner  to  prevent  his  women  from 
being  seen,  these  Indians  being  exceedingly  jealous  on  that 
score.     He  came  out  accordin^y  and  sat  down  at  the  door, 
requesting  that  the  lieutenant  alone  might  approach ;  who  did 
so,  ordering  the  rest  to  fall  on  whenever  they  saw  him  seize  hold 
of  the  cacique  by  the  arm.     He  asked  Quibio  some  questions 
concerning  his  wound,  and  the  affairs  of  the  country,  by  means 
of  the  before-mentioned   interpreter,   who  was  exceedingly 
fearfbl,  as  he  knew  the  intentions  of  the  cacique  to  destroy 
the  Qiristians,  which  he  thought  might  easily  be  done  by  the 
great  numbers  of  people  in  that  provnice,  as  ne  had  as  yet  no 
experience  of  the  strength  of  our  people  or  the  power  of  their 
weapons.    Pretending  to  look  where  the  cacique  had  been 
wounded,  the  lieutenant  took  hold  of  his  arm,  and  kept  so 
firm  a  grasp,  though  Quibio  was  a  strong  man,  that  he  held 
him  fast  till  the  other  fire  Christians  came  up  to  his  assist- 
ance, one  of  whom  fired  off  his  musket,  upon  which  all  the 
rest  ran  out  from  their  ambush  and  surrounded  the  house, 
in  which  there  were  thirty  people  old  and  young ;  most  of 
whom  were  taken,  and  none  wounded,  for  on  seeing  their 
king  a  prisoner  they  made  no  resistance.  Among  the  prison- 
ers there  were  some  wives  and  children  of  the  cacique,  and 
some  inferior  chiefs,  who  said  they  had  a  great  treasure  con- 
cealed in  the  adjoining  wood,  and  offered  to  give  the  whole  of 
it  for  the  ransom  of  their  cacique  and  themselves.    But  the 
lieutenant  would  not  listen  to  their  proposals,  and  ordered 
Quibioy  with  hie  wives  and  children,  and  the  principal  people 
who  had  been  made  prisoners,  to  be  immediately  carried  on 
board,  before  die  country  took  the  alarm,  and  remained  with 
most  of  his  men  to  go  af^er  the  kindred  and  subjects  of  the 
captured  cacique,  many  of  whom  had  fled.    John  Sanchez 
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of  Cadiz,  olle  of  our  pilots,  and  a  man  of  good  reputation, 
was  appointed  to  take  cfaa^  of  the  prisoners,  aAd  more  e»». 
pecially  of  Quibio,  who  was  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  on 
being  charged  to  take  particular  care  that  he  might  not  escape^ 
he  said  he  would  give  thetn  leave  to  pull  his  oeard  off'iihfS 
got  away.  Sanchez  and  his  prisoners  embarked  with  an 
escort  in  the  boats  to  go  down  the  river  of  Veragua  to  the 
ships;  and  when  Within  half  aleagueof  its  mouth,  Quibio 
complained  that  his  hands  were  bound  too  tiffht,  on  which 
Sanchez  compassionately  loosened  him  from  Uie  seat  of  the 
boat  to  which  he  was  tied,  attd  held  the  rope  in  his  hand* 
A  little  after  this,  observing  that  he  was  not  very  narrowly 
watched,  Quibio  sprung  into  the  water,  and  Sanchez  let  go 
the  rope  that  he  might  not  be  dra^^ired  in  after  him;  Nignt 
was  coming  on,  and  the  people  in  the  boat  were  in  such  con- 
fusion that  they  could  not  see  or  hear  where  he  got  on  shore^ 
£>r  th^  heard  no  more  of  him  than  if  a  stone  had  fallen  into 
the  water  and  disappeared.  Iti'at  the  rest  of  the  prisoners 
m^ht  not  likewise  escape,  they  held  on  theif  way  to  the  ships' 
much  ashamed  of  theix'  ciirelessness. 

Next  day,  perceiving  that  the  country  was  very  mountain-' 
ous  and  wdody,  and  that  there  were  no  regular  townn,  the' 
houses  being  scattered  about  at  irregular  distances,  and  con^ 
sequently  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  pursue  the  Indians 
from  i^e  to  place,  the  lieutenant  returned  to  theships.^ 
He  presented  to  the  admiral  the  plunder  of  Quibios  house, 
worth  about  300  ducats  in  gold  plates,  little  eagles,  small  quills 
%hich  tiliey  string  and  wear  about  their  arms  and  legs,  and 
gcM  twists  which  they  wear  about  their  heads  in  the  nature 
of  a  coronet  After  deducting  the  fifth  part  for  their  Ca<i 
tholic  majesties,  he  divided  all  the  rest  among  the  peoj^e 
who  had  been  empfeyed  in  the  expedition,  giving  one  of 
those  crowns  or  eorohets  to  the  lieutenant  in  token  of  vic- 
tory. 

All  things  being  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
tolony,  am  the  rules  and  regulations  by  which  it  was  to  be 

Stvemed  being  settled,  it  pleased  Ooo  to  send  £o  much  rain 
at  the'  river  sweRed  and  opened  Uie  Ikiouth  suffidenthr  to 
float  the  ships  over  the  bar.  Wherefore  the  admiral  resolved 
t6  d^rt  for  Hispaniola  without  delay,  that  he  mi^ht  for* 
ward  supplies  for  this  place.  Taking  advantage  of  a  calm 
that  the  sea  might  not  beat  npon  the  mouth  of  the  river,  we 
went  out  with  three  of  the  ships,  the  bosfts  itowing  a-head. 

Yet 
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Yet  though  they  wdte  lightened  as  much  as  possible,  eveiy 
one  of  the  keels  rubbed  on  the  sand  which  was  fortunately 
loose  and  moving ;  and  we  then  took  in  with  all  expedition 
every  thing  that  was  unloaded  for  making  the  ships  waw  less 
water.     While  we  lay  upon  the  open  coast,  about  a  league 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  it  pleased  God  miraculously  to 
induce  the  admiral  to  send  his  boat  on  shore  for  water,  which 
proved  the  cause  of  preventing  the  loss  of  our  people  who  had 
been  left  at  Belem.     For  when  Quibio  saw  that  the  ships  had 
withdrawn,  and  <»uld  therefore  give  no  aid  to  the  people 
who  were  left,  he  assaulted  the  Christian  colony  at  the  very 
time  when  our  boat  went  ashore.    The  approach  of  the  In«> 
dions  was  not  perceived,  on  account  of  the  thickness  of  the 
wood,  and  when  they  came  widiin  ten  paces  of  the  houses 
they  set  up  a  great  shout,  and  fell  upon  our  people  suddenly 
and  violently,  throwing  their  javdins  at  all  whom  they  espied* 
and  even  at  the  houses,  which  being  only  covered  with  palm- 
tree  leaves,  were  easily  stuck  through,  and  several  of  our  men 
were  wounded  within  them.    In  we  first  surprtto.,  four  or 
five  of  our  people  were  wounded  before  they  could  put  diem- 
•selves  into  a  posture  of  defence;  but  the  lieutenant  being  » 
man  of  great  resolution,  went  out  against  the  Indians  with 
a  spear,  with  seven  or  eight  followers,  and  attacked  the  In* 
dians  so  violently,  that  he  soon  made  them  retire  to  the  adjoin-^ 
ing    wood.      Thence  they  returned  skirmishing  with  out 
people,  advancing  to  throw  their  javelins  and  theii  retiring*  . 
as  the  Spuiiards  do  in  the  sport  called  ju^o  de  cantuu ;  hm 
after  having  experienced  the  sharp  edges  of  our  swords,  «id 
being  furiously  assailed  by  a  dog  b'Jonging  to  the  Cbiistians« 
they  at  length  fled,  having  killed  one  Christian,  and  wounded 
seven,  among  whom  was  the  lieutenant,  who  was  wounded  ilk 
the  breast*         ■  ?ji/U!*i«'c4ifir!  ^/un;^,' 

From  the  foregoing  danger  two  Christians  took  care  t<f 
preserve  themselves ;  which  I  shall  reliste,  to  shew  the  comi' 
calness  of  the  one  who  was  an  Italian  of  Lombardy,  and  the 
gravity  of  the  other  who  was  a  Spaniard.  When  the  Lohk 
bard  was  running  awi>y  to  hide  nirosdf,  James  Metides  called 
him  to  turn  back ;  let  me  alcme  you  devil,  said  Sebastianr 
for  I  am  going  to  secure  my  person.  The  Spaniard  was 
Captain  James  Tristan,  whom  the  admiral  had  sent  in  tlie 
boat,  who  never  went  out  of  it  with  his  men  though  the  aflray 
was  close  beside  the  river ;  and  being  blameil  for  not  assistiug 
the  Christians,  he  excused  himself  py  saying,  that  those  on 
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ihore  might  run   to  the  boat  for  shelter,  and  so  all  might 
perish,  for  if  the  boat  were  lost  the  admiral  would  be  in  dan  • 
wst  at  sea,  and  he  wouId<  therefMV  do  no  more  dian  he  had 
been  conmaiwlcd,  which  was  to  take  in  water,  and  to  see  if 
those  on  shore  needed  any  assistance.    He  resolved  therefore 
to  take  in  water  immediately,  that  he  might  carry  an  account 
to  the  addural  of  what  had  happened,  and  went  up  the  river 
with  that  view,  to  where  the  salt  water  did  not  mix  with  the 
fi^sb,  thoogh  some  ad  vised  .bira  not  to  go  fiir  fear  of  being 
attadced  by  the  Indians  in  their  canoes  {  bnt  he  answered 
that  he  feared  no  danger  since  he  was  sent  for  that  pnrpose 
by  the  admirals    He  accordingly  went  up  the  river  which  is 
veiy -deep  within  the  land,  and  so  closely  beset  on  botli  sidea 
with  thick  trees,  that  there  is  scarceW  any  possibility  to  go  on 
ahore^  except  at  some  fishermens  paths  where  they  hide  their 
canoes.     When  the  Indians  perceived  that  he  had  got  about 
a  league  above  the  colony,  they  rushed  from  the  tickets  on 
bodi  sides  of  the  river  in  their  canoes,  and  assaulted  hkn 
boldtjr  on  all  sides,  middng  hideous  shouts  and  blowing  their 
homfii    They  had  great  odds  against  our  paople,  being  in 
great  numbers,  and  weir  canoes  very  swift  ami^inanageaDley 
especially  this  small  ones  belonging  to  the  fishermen,  which 
hold  three  or  four  mm  in  eaai,  one  of  whom  padres  and 
can  easily  torn  it  about  as  he  pleases,  while  the  others  threw 
their  javelins  at  our  boat    I  call  diem  javelins  because  of  their 
bigness,  though  they  have  no  iron  heads,  but  are  only  point- 
ed with  fish  bones.    In  our  boat  there  were  seven  or  enht 
m«i  to  row,  and  three  or  four  more  with  the  captain  to  fight  ( 
and  as  the  rowers  could  not  drfend  themsaves  ffmn  the 
javeUns,  they  were  forced  to  quit  the  oars  to  handle  their 
targets.    But  the  IncUans  pouted  upon  them  in  such  rouiti* 
tudes  from  all  sides,  advancing  and  retiring  in  good  order  a* 
they  thou^t  fit,  that  th^  wounded  most  of  the  Christians, 
e^Moidly  Captain  Tristan  who  was  hurt  in  many  places) 
and  though  he  stood  unmoved,  encouraging  his  men*  his 
bravny  availed  him  nothing,  for  lie  was  boet  on  all  ttdes 
and  cottkl  not  stir  or  make  use  of  his  musket,  and  at  length 
he  was  pierced  by  a  javdin  in  the  eye  and  i^l  doiwn  dead. 
All  the  rest  shared  his  &te  <»coept  one  man  named  John  de 
Noia  a  native  of  Cadiz  {  he  by  good  fortune  fell  into  the 
water  in  the  height  of  the  combat,  and  gaining  the  shore  by 
idiving  made  his  way  through  Uie  thickest  of  the  woods  to  the 
.  ..._  .  \  .,^;>.;.-..-  ..-■  V.    •■  V-.   .  colony* 
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colony,  where  he  brought  the  mdtticholy  news  of  the  do- 
«traction  of  all  his  ocHnpanions. 

Hiis  intdligenoe,  joined  to  what  had  befiillen  themielve^' 
so  terrified  our  peo^e,  who  wens  likewise  afraid  that  the  ad- 
miral, being  at  tea  without  a  boat,  might  never  reach  a  nlace 
from  whence  he  could  send  them'  assistance,  that  they' deter- 
mined to  abandmi  the  colony,  and  would  certainly  have  dxMb 
so  without  onlers,  had  not  the  mouth  of  the  river  been  ren- 
dered impassable  by  bad  weather  and  a  heavy  surf  in  which 
no  boat  could  live,  so  that  they  could  not  even  convey  advice 
to  the  admiral  of  what  had  occurred.  The  admiru  was  in 
90  little  danger  and  perplndty,  riding  in  an  open  road  witjh 
no  bosft,  and  his  complement  muchdiminuhed.  Those  on 
shore  were  in  great  confusion  and  dismay,  seeing  those  who 
had  been  killed  in  the  boat,  floating  down  the  river,  followed 
by  the  country  crows,  and  this  they  looked  upon  as  an  evil 
omen,  dreading  that  the  same  fate  awaited  themselves ;  and 
the  more  so  as  they  perceived  the  Indians  pttfl^  up  by  their 
late  success,  and  gave  them  not  a  minutes  respite  by  reason 
of  the  ill  chosen  situation  of  the  cclony.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  they  would  all  have  been  destroyed  if  thev  had  not  re^ 
moved  to  an  open  strand  to  the  eastwards,  where  they  con- 
structed a  defence  of  casks  and  other  things,  planting  their 
cannon  in  convenient  situations  to  defend  themselves,  the 
Indians  not  dwing  to  come  out  of  the  wood  because  of  the 
mischief  that  the  bullets  did  among  them. 

While  things  were  in  this  fiftuatiou,  the  admiral  waited  in 
the  utmost  trouble  and  anxiety,  suspecting  what  might  have 
happened  in  consequence  of  his  bomt  not  returning,  and  he 
eouM  not  send  another  to  inquire  till  the  sea  at  the  month  of 
the  river  4iould  become  calmei'.  To  add  to  our  perplexity 
the  kindred  and  children  of  Quibio,  who  were  prisoners  on 
board  the  Bermuda,  found  means  to  esci^.  They  were 
kept  under  hatches  all  night,  and  the  hatchway  being  so  hk;h 
that  tliey  could  not  reach  it,  the  watch  forgot  one  idght  xo 
&aten  it  down  in  the  usual  manner  by  a  chain,  the  more  e»- 
nedaUy  as  some  seamen  slept  on  the  top  of  the  grating, 
fhat  night  the  prisoners  gathered  the  stone  ballast  i.t  the 
hold  into  a  heap  under  the  gratiiiff*  and  standing  on  die 
stones  fiirced  open  the  grating,  tumUii^  our  people  off,  and 
several  of  the  principal  Indians  leaped  out  and  cast  thonselves 
into  the  sea.  Our  seamen  took  the  alarm  and  fintened  di6 
chain,  so  that  many  of  the  Indians  could  not  get  out }  but 
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those  who  remuned,  in  deqpair  for  not  bemg  aUe  to  get  off 
with  their  companions,  hapged  dienuelves  with  such  ropes  as 
ther  could  find,  and  they  wore  all  fiMuad  dead  next  momhig, 
witn  their  feet  and  knees  dragging  on  the  hottom  <^thehold« 
the  place  not  beina  high  enough.  Though  this  loss  was  not 
material  to  the  ships,  yet  it  was  iMured  it  mi^ht  be  hurtful  to 
our.  jpeogie  on  shore,  as  Quibio  would  wifiingly  have  made 
peace  to  fl^  his  children  restored,  and  there  being  now  no 
hostage  I^  it  was  reasonable  to  suqpect  he  would  now  make 
war  with  the  greater  fury. 

Being  thus  afflicted  with  many  troubles,  having  nothing  to 
trust  to  but  our  anchors  and  cables,  and  in  great  pemkxity 
to  get  intellis^ce  from  the  shore»  it  was  prqposea  that, 
since  the  Inmans  to  recover  their  liberty  had  ventured  to 
leap  into  the  sea  a  league  from  shore,  some  of  our  people  t6 
save  themselves  and  so  many  more,  might  venture  to  swun 
on  shore,  if  carried  by  the  boat  which  remained  as  far  as 
where  the  waves  did  not  break.  Only  one  boat  now  remain* 
ed  belonging  to  the  Bermuda,  that  «  the  Biscaina  having 
been  hat  in  ^e  afiray*'  so  that  we  had  onty  one  boat  among 
three  ships.  Hearing  of  this  bo}d  proposal  among  the  sea* 
men,  the  admiral  agreed  that  it  should  be  attempted,  and 
the  boat  carried  them  within  a  musket-shot  of  the  land,  not 
being  able  to  go  any  nearer  on  account  of  the  heavy  waves 
that  broke  on  it.  Here  Peter  de  Ledesma,  a  pilot  of  Seville, 
threw  himself  into  the  water  and  got  on  shore.  He  there 
learnt  the  condition  of  cur  people,  who  had  unanimously 
determined  not  to  remain  in  that  forlorn  ccH^diticm*  andthere^ 
fore  entreated  the  admiral  not  to  sail  till  he  had  taken  them 
off,  as  to  leave  them  there  was  sacrificing  them }  more  eq)e- 
cially  as  dissensions  had  already  arisen  among  them,  and 
they  no  longer  obeyed  the  lieutenant  or  the  other  officers, 
all  their  care  being  to  get  on  board  with  the  first  lair  wind ; 
ai)d  as  this  coulu  not  be  done  conveniently  with  the  only 
boat  which  they  had,  they  proposed  to  endeavour  to  seize 
upon  some  canoes  to  assist  in  their  embarkation.  Should  the 
admiral  refuse  to  receive  them,  they  were  resolved  to  attempt 
saving  their  lives  in  the  ship  which  had  been  left  with  them 
in  the  river,  and  rather  trust  to  fortune  than  remain  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Indians,  by  whom  they  were  sure  to  be  massa- 
cred. With  this  answer  Ledesema  returned  by  swimming 
through  the  surf  to  the  bQfit,  and  thence  we^t  to  the  admiral, 
...   ...     .    ..,,.  .  .....  .....     .   .  to 
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to  whom  he  gave  a  fiiM  report  of  the  state  of  ffEun  on 
chore. 

Being  fiiUy  mfc  med  of  the  diiavter  which  h»d  be&Uen  the 
colony,  and  the  confiuion  and  despair  which  rb!<med  on  ihove, 
the  admiral  determined  to  remain  and  take  olT  the  peopfe, 
though  not  withont  great  risk  and  danger,  as  hib  ships  lay 
in  an  open  road  wiUiout  hopes  of  escape  if  (he  weatu?r  had 
become  boisterous.  But  it  pleased  Qoo,  that  in  the  eioht 
days  we  continued  here,  the  weather  moderated  so  mudi  that 
all  the  Tpeoplp  on  shore  got  off  in  safety.  This  they  e^cted 
by  means  of  their  boat,  assisted  bv  several  huge  canoes  bound 
fast  two  and  two  together  ^hat  they  miffht  not  overset ;  and 
they  used  such  diligence  after  the  surf  disappeared,  that  in 
two  days  th^  brou^t  everv  thing  away,  leaving  nodiing  but 
the  hull  of  the  ship,  whicn  was  become  quite  unserviceable 
in  consequence  of  the  ravages  of  the  worms.  Rejoiced  that 
live  were  all  again  together,  we  sailed  up  that  coast  to  the  east- 
wards) for  though  aB  the  pilots  were  of  opinion  that  we  might 
make  St  Domingo  by  stai  ding  away  to  the  north»  yet  the 
admiral  and  his  brother  oni/knew  that  it  was  quite  requisite 
to  run  a  considerable  way  along  this  coast  to  the  eastwards 
before  they  should  attempt  to  strike  across  the  gulf  which 
intervenes  between  the  continent  and  Hispaniola.  This  was 
yery  displeasing  Co  our  people,  who  conceived  that  the 
admiral  meant  to  sail  direct  for  Spain,  for  which  his  ships 
yrere  utterly  unfit,  neither  had  he  a  stock  of  provisions  for  so 
long  a  vpyage.  He  knew  beit  what  was  ^t  to  be  done,  and 
therefore  continued  the  eastern  course  till  we  cataie  to  Porto 
3ello,  where  we  were  forced  to  leave  the  Biscaina,  as  she  had 
become  so  leaky  and  worm-eaten  that  she  could  be  no  longer 
kept  above  water.  Continuing  this  course,  we  passed  the 
port  formerly  called  the  Betrete,  and  a  country  near  which 
there  were  many  small  islands,  which  the  admiral  called 
fjos  Barbas,  but  which  the  Indians  and  pilots  named  the  ter- 
ritory of  the' cacique  Pocorosa, 

From  thence  we  held  C4  ten  leagues  farther  to  the  east  to 
the  last  land  which  we  saw  on  the  continent,  called  Mar- 
mora '*;  and  on  Monday  the  1st  of  May  150S,  we  stood  tq 
the  northwards*  having  the  wind  and  current  from  the  east, 

which 

16  This  appear*  to  havs  been  near  Panama,  or  the  weston  point  of  the 
Gulf  of  Darien  in  78 «  40'  W.  long.  The  pilots  seem  to  have  been  ex- 
tremely ignorant^  and  the  admiral  to  have  yielded  to  thjeir  importunity. 
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which  made  us  lay  our  course  as  near  the  wind  a»  possibles 
Thouffh  all  the  pilots  said  we  should  be  to  the  east  of  the 
Caribbee  islands,  yet  the  admiral  feared  we  should  not  be 
able  to  make  Hispaniola,  as  it  afterwards  proved.  Upon 
Wednesday  the  10th  of  May  we  were  in  sight  of  two  very 
small  low  iiilands  called  Tortugas  or  the  Tortoises,  on  account 
of  the  prodigious  multitudes  of  these  animals  which  so  swarm- 
ed about  these  islondsi  and  in  the  sea  about  them  that  they 
resembled  rocks.  On  tlie  Friday  following,  we  came  in  sight 
about  evening  of  that  great  cluster  of  islandb  on  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  callea  Jardin  dc  la  Reinas  or  the  Queent  Garden, 
about  thirty  leagues  from  the  Tortugas.  We  oame  here  to 
anchor  about  ten  leagues  from  the  coast  of  Cuba,  full  of 
trouble  and  perplexity  i  our  men  had  now  nothing  to  eat  but 
biscuit,  with  some  little  oil  and  vinegar,  and  our  ships  were 
so  worm-eaten  and  leaky,  as  to  keep  the  people  labouring  at 
the  pumps  day  and  night.  In  this  forlorn  state  a  great  storm 
arose,  and  the  Bermuda  dragging  her  anchors  ran  foul  of  us,- 
and  broke  in  our  st^m  anoher  own  stem.  It  pleased  Gon 
that  we  got  the  ships  loosened  again,  though  with  much  di& 
ficulty,  owing  to  the  rough  sea  and  high  wind.  Althoiigh 
we  let  go  m  our  anchors  npne  would  hold  but  the  sheet 
anchor,  and  when  day  returned  we  discovered  that  its  caUe 
held  only  by  one  strand,  so  th^  if  the  night  had  continued 
an  hour  longer  it  must  have  given  way,  and  the  sea  being  all 
full  of  rocks,  we  could  not  fail  to  have  been  dashed  in 
pieces  upon  some  of  those  astern.  But  it  pleased  God  td 
deliver  us  here  as  he  had  done  before  from  many  dangers. 

Sailing  from  hence  with  great  toil,  we  came  to  an  Indian 
;  town  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  named  Mataia,  where  we  procur- 
ed some  refreshments ;  and  as  the  winds  and  currents  set  so 
strong  towards  the  west  that  we  could  not  possibly  stand  for 
Hispaniola,  we  now  sailed  for  Jamaica  as  our  only  hope  of  pre- 
servingour  lives.  The  ships  were  now  so  worm-eaten  and  leaky 
that  we  never  censed  working  day  and  night  at  nil  the  three 
pumps  in  both  sliips ;  and  when  any  of  the  pumps  gave  way,  we 
were  forced  to  supply  the  deficiency  whi)e  it  was  mending  by 
bailing  out  the  water  in  buckets  and  kettles.  Notwithstanding 
oil  this  labour,  on  the  night  before  midsummer  eve,  the  water 
,  gained 
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The  liarbour  of  St  Domingo  being  in  69°  50'  W.  tong-  they  ought  to  have 
proceeded  about  nine  degrees,  or  1 80  marine  leagues  farther  eatti  to  have 
iiuured  their  run  acrosi  the  trade  winds  and  currents  of  the  Caribbean  sea. 


qup^  i^tKCf.«iii.     bjf  pkri^top^Xiofm^tu, 


^f 


gtliaed  oa  is  «iid  ooae  malmqitta  (Nur  {Mt*  MHKIk  Ipft- 
nite  Jabour  we  held  on  tUi  dagr>  «;l|ep  we  imt. ji^o  *  hpr^mir 
on.die  north  ahore  of  jJamaic^  qwlW  iVfrto  I^i^m,  or^ff 
Good  Hwbour }  wImkIi,  tlioiigh.gpod.to.||J|e  4Mt«ri  j^  tyun^ 
a  attmn,  ImcI  no  ffMh  ««t«r  or#iy Jadian Imm.Uijt*  fX'igB^' 
boiirhaw].  UafijB^  made  lihiB  tM9t«hift  W6,(K^ 
on  the  day  after  tbe  li^Uval  «f  St  John,  V6th  of  June,  (n^ 
that '  harbour  to  one  farther  eaatirardt  oall^  Santa  Qhrifi, 
or  Holy  Glory,  which  is  inclosed  by  rocks.  Being  jot  i|i 
here,  ai|d  no  longar  able  to  ke^  the  ships  abofe^waler,  ire 
ran  them  on  shore  as  &r  in  as  we  could,  stcanding.  ^em  ^Umo 
toigether  board  and  board  and  shoreing  them  «^>  on  both  sides  ' 
to  prevent  them  from  fidling  over.  In  this  situi^ion  they  ooijdd 
not  bii^ge,  and  as  the  water  came  up  almost  to  the  decks,  sheds 
were  erected  on  the  decks  and  the  poops  and  fojp^castles  for  the 
men  to  sleep  in,  that  we  might  secure  ovrsflhws  i^pinst  aa\y 
surprise  from  the  Indians,  that  ishmd  beii^g  not  th^  subdued 
or  inhabited  by  the  Christians. 

Haviog  thus  fortified  ourselves,  in  |he  ships ;  abpiUt,  ,lk-  bqi^'* 
shot  firom  the  land,  the  Indians,  who  were  a.  peaceaiH^  g^pd^ 
natured people,  came  in  their  canoes  to  sell  prpvisiqi^.fu^ 
such  things  as  they  bad  lor  our  cqmmodities.  I'o  prvvymt 
any  dis(Mi»»r  among  the  Christians,  that  they  might  npt  taillce 
more  in  ezphange  Uum  was  ;fit,  apd  that  the  natives  migbt  be 
&irly  dealt  with,  the  admiral  iq^inted  two  perseoato^ve 
the  charge  of  buying  what  might  be  brougat  by  the  Indians-; 
these  men  wore  likewitie  directed  to  divide  what  wa%papvh«sed 
daily  among  the  men,  as  there  was  now  na«Mng  Icdft  on  board 
for  subsistence.  Some  of  our  provbioBa  had  teen  qpffil^a  or 
lost  in  the  haste  and  confosion  of  leaviii^  Belem,  imd  almqet 
all  the  rest  was  upeat  during  the  voyage  to  Jamaica.  Jtt  was 
the  good  providence  of  God  which  directed  us  (o  this  island, 
whim  alMimds  in:  provisions,  and  is  inhabited  by  a  p^ple  who 
ar^  willing  enough  to  trade,  and  who  resorted  frmn  lul  quar- 
ters to  barter  such  commodities  as  they  possessed.  For  this 
reason,  mid  that  the  Christians  might  not  disperse  about  the 
island,  the  admiral  chose  to  fortify  himself  upon  the  sea,  and 
not  to  settle  a  dwelling  on  shore ;  for  heing  naturally  muti- 
nous wnd  disobedient,  no  puttishmoit  woum  have  kq>t  the* 
people  from  running  about  the  country  and  going  into  the 
houses  of  the  Indians  to  uJke  away  any  thing  they  pleased, 
which  would  have  angered  their  wives  and  children,  and  have 
given  occasion  to  quarrels  {  the  taking  away  their  provisions 
fe     VOL.  II.  r-      -.r.  L  by 
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by  fijroe  would  have  made  them  our  enemieii  and  would  hare 
reduced  us  to  great  want  and  dittress.    These  disorders  could 
not  hiqppen  now,  as  the  men  were  all  kept  on  board,  and  there 
was  no  geiiig  on  shore  without  leave.    By  these  precautions 
the  Indians  were  kept  in  good  humour,  and  our  market  was 
well  supplied.    Th^  sold  us  two  Huties,  which  are  litde  crea- 
tures like  rabbits,  for  a  piece  of  tin,  cakes  of  their  bread  cal- 
led Zttinkr  two  or  three  red  or  yellow  glass  beads,  and  when 
they  brought  a  quantity  of  any  thing  they  were  gratified  with 
a  hawks-bell.     Sometimes  we  gave  a  cacique  orcreat  man  a 
red  cap,  a  small  mirror,  or  a  pair  of  scissars.    Inis  good  or- 
^  der  kept  the  men  plentifully  supplied  with  provisions,  and  the 
'^Indians  were  well  pleased  with  our  company. 
!*    As  it  was  necessary  to  devise  some  means  of  returning  into 
^  Spain,  the  admiral  frequently  consulted  with  the  captatns^and 
other  officers  how  we  might  best  get  out  from  our  present  situ- 
^'ation  of  confinement,  and  at  least  secure  our  return  to  His- 
'^  paniola.    To  stay  here  in  hopes  that  some  vessel  might  arrive 
f  was  dtogether  out  of  the  question,  and  to  think  of  building  a 
'^Vessel  was  impossible^  as  we  had  neither  tools  nor  workmen 
'^!fit  to  do  any  thing  to  Uie  purpose ;  and  we  should  spend  a  long 
f  ^time,  and  not  be  able  after  all  to  construct  a  vessel  calculated 
^^  sail  againLJ  the  wlads  and  currents  that  prevail  among  these 
'-*  idands.    After  many  consultations,  the  admiral  at  lehgth  re- 
"solved  to  send  over  to  Hispanic^,  to  give  an  account  there  of 
his  ha^g  been  cast  away  on  the  island  of  Jamaica,  and  to 
desire  that  ti  ship  might  be  sent  to  his  relief  with  provisions  and 
^^tmununition.    To  effect  this  purpose,  he  made  choice  of  two 
tnen  iil  whom  he  could  confide  to  perform  it  with  fidelity  and 
^fcourage,  as  it  seemed  next  to  an  impossibility  to  go  over  from 
f  bile  island  to  the  other  in  canoes,  and  vet  there  was  no  other 
'■  resource.   These  canoes  or  boats  are  hollowed  out  of  one  single 
^runk,  and  are  so  shallow  that  the  gunwale  is  not  a  span  above 
^^water  when  they  arc  loaded.     Besides  they  must  be  tolerably 
large  to  perform  that  long  passage,  the  small  ones  being  more 
dangerous,  and  the  largest  too  heavy  and  cumbrous  for  so 
**Ioi^  a  voyage. 

'.f  Two  canoes  that  were  deemed  fit  for  the  purpose  being  pro- 
cured in  July  1 503,  the  admiral  ordeied  James  Mendez  de 
-  Segura  his  chief  secretary  to  go  in  one  of  them,  accompanied 
by  six  Christians,  and  having  ten  Indians  to  row  or  paddle  {  and 
in  the  other  he  sent  Bartholomew  Fiesca,  a  Genoese  gentle- 
man, with  a  similar  crew  of  Spaniards  and  Indians.     Their 
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order»  were,  that  m  soon  aa  thev  reached  HispanioUt  which  is 
250  leagues  from  Jamaica,  Moadfez  was  to  go  oq  to  St  Domingo 
to  execute  the  commission  with  which  he  was  entrusted ;  and 
Fiesco  was  to  return  immediately  with  intelliffence  of  the  safe 
arrival  of  Mendez,  that  we  might  not  remain  m  fear  lest  some 
disaster  had  befidlen  our  messenoer.  Yet  this  was  much  to 
be  dreaded,  considerins  how  unfit  a  canoe  is  to  live  upon  a 
rough  sea,  especially  when  manned  by  Christians!  for  if  there 
had  only  been  Indians,  the  danger  would  not  have  been  so 
grei^,  because  they  are  so  dextrous  that  though  a'  canoe 
oversets  they  can  turn  it  right  easily  while  swimming, 
and  get  into  it  again.  But  honour  and  necessity  often  lead 
men  to  bolder  attempts  than  this.  The  two  canoes  took  their 
way  along  the  coast  of  Jamaica  to  its  eastern  point  named 
Aoamaqutque  by  the  Indians,  from  a  cacique  of  that  province 
so  called,  which  is  33  leupies  from  Maima,  where  we  were. 
As  the  distance  between  ^e  islands  is  about  90  leagues,  and 
nothing  in  the  way  but  one  little  island  or  rock,  8  le{u;ues  from 
Hispaniola,  it  was  necessary  to  wait  for  calm  weather  in  or- 
der to  cross  so  great  a  sea  in  such  incompetent  vessek.  This 
it  pleased  God  soon  to  give ;  and  every  Indian  having  taken 
on  board  his  calabash  of  water  and  a  supply  of  cairabi  as 
their  provision,  and  the  ChriHtians  armed  with  swords  and 
targets  and  provided  with  the  necessary  sustenance,  they  put 
to  sea.  The  lieutenant  accompanied  them  to  the  eastern  point  , 
of  Jamaica  to  take  care  that  they  should  not  be  hindered  by 
the  Indians,  and  remained  till  night  came  on  and  he  lost 
sight  of  them.  He  then  returned  alone  shore  to  the  ships,  con- 
versing in  a  friendly  manner  with  the  Indians  as  he  went  alon^. 
After  the  departure  of  our  canoes  from  Jamaica,  the  people 
in  the  ships  began  to  fall  sick,  owing  to  the  hardships  they  nad 
endured  m  the  voyage,  and  the  change  of  diet,  as  we  had 
now  no  Spanish  provisions  remaining  and  no  wine ;  neither 
had  we  any  flesh,  except  a  faw  of  the  Au/t>«  already  men- 
tioned, which  were  procured  by  barter  from  the  Indians. 
Those  who  still  remained  in  health  thought  it  very  hard  to 
be  so  long  confined,  and  began  to  cabal  among  themselves. 
They  alleged  that  the  admiral  would  never  return  into  Spain, 
as  he  had  been  turned  off  by  their  majesties ;  and  would  far 
less  go  to  Hispaniola,  where  he  had  been  refused  admittance 
on  his  last  comins  from  Spain :  That  he  had  sent  the  ca- 
noes to  solicit  in  his  own  private  af&irs  in  Spain,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  ships  or  succours  for  themj  and 
.i„-dHi^^.,".' '  "I.I.  "  •■•'     that 


i^i 


"228 


^^.•^ 


i 


Discovery  of  America         vkvt  ii.  book  it. 

V  ^that  he  intended,  while  these  his  melsengen  were  soliciting  for 
?)ihn  wi^  their  Catholic  majesdes,  to  fum*  theterm  of  his  ba- 
niithment  where  he  then  was :  tliftt  if  it  had  been  (Otherwise, 
Tlesoo  must  have  come  baci:  by  this  ^ime,  as  it  was  given  out 
he  had  been  so  ordered:  S(«4ides,  they  icnew  not  but  that 
both  he  and  Mendez  had  been  drowned  by  the  way ;  and  if 
that  were  the  case  they  wc^Id  never  be  relieved  if  they  did 
not  take  care  of  themselves,  as  the  admiral  a|q9eared  to  ne- 

S*ect  using  any  means  for  their  preservation,  and  was  so  ill  of 
e  gout  as  to  be  scarcely  aUe  to  stir  from  his  bed,  filr  less  to 
;  undergo  the  fa%ue  and  danger  of  going  over  to  Hispaniola 

In  a  canoe.     For  all  these  reasons  it  was  urged  that  they 
:  j'  ouffht  boldly  to  fix  their  resolutions  before  they  too  should  fall 

sicx,  while  it  was  not  in  the  admirals  power  to  hinder  them ; 

and  that  they  would  be  so  much  the  better  received  in  His- 
\  paniola  by  how  mUch  the  more  danger  they  left  him  in,  be- 
^  cause  of  tne  enmity  and  hatred  which  Lores  the  governor  of 
'  Hispaniola  bore  towards  him ;  and  that  when  they  get  to 
'  %)am  they  would  be  sure  of  the  favour  and  support  of  the 
j,  bishop  Fonseca,  and  6f  Morales  the  treasurer,  who  had  as  his 

mistress  the  sister  of  the  Porras,  who  were  the  leaders  of  this 
',  mutiny,  and  who  did  not  doubt  of  beiig  well  received  by  their 
;  Catholic  majesties,  before  whom  all  the  blame  would  be  laid 

upon  the  admiial,  as  had  formerly  been  in  the  affair  of  Bol- 

dan:  And  finally,  it  was  alleged  that  their  majesties  would 
'  the  rather  seize  the  admiral  and  all  his  property,  that  th^y 

miffht  be  freed  from  the  obliffation  of  performing  all  the  ar- 
*  tides  of  agreement  between  tnem. 

By  these  and  such  like  arguments,  and  by  the  persuasions 
,  and  suggestions  of  the  Porras,  one  of  whom  was  captain  of 
'  the  Bermuda  and  the  other  controller  of  tlie  squadron,  they 
I  prevailed  on  48  men  to  join  in  the  conspiracv  under  the  com- 
'  mand  and  direction  of  Francis  de  Porras,  the  captain  of  the 
'  Bermuda.     Being  all  ready  ahned  on  the  morning  of  the  2d 

January  1504,  Captain  Francis  de  Porras  came  upon  the  quar- 
'  ter-deck  of  the  admirals  ship,  and  addressed  the  admiral  say- 
'  ing,  "  My  lord,  what  is  the  reason  that  you  will  not  go  to 
;  raspaniola,  and  keep  us  all  in  this  place  to  perish  ?"  On  near- 
^  inff  these  unusually  insolent  wOrds,  and  suspecting  what  might 
'  benatchuig,  the  admiral  calmly  answered  that  he  did  not  see 
'  how  Uiis  could  be  accomplished  till  those  whom  he  had  sent 
.'in  the  canoes  should  send  a  ship ;   that  no  one  could  be  more 

desirous  to  be  gone  than  he  was  himself,  as  well  for  his  own 

interest 
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interest  as  the  good  of  them  all,  for  whom  he  was  accountable ; 
but  that  if  Poms  had  any  thing  else  to  propose,  he  was  ready ' 
to  call  the  captains  and  other  principal  people  tbsether, ' 
that  they  might  consult  as  had  beeQ  done  several  times  before. 
Porras  replied,  that  it  was  not  now  time  to  talk,  and  that  the 
admiral  must  either  embark  immediately  or  stay  there  by 
himself;  and  turning  his  back  upon  the  adi.  u»l  he  called  out 
in  a  loud  voice,  I  am  bound  n>r  Spain  with  those  that  are 
willing  to  follow  me.  On  this  all  hb  foUowert.  who  were  pre- 
sent snouted  out.  We  will  go  with  you!  we  will  go  with  yon  1 
and  running  about  in  great  confusion  crying,  ^et  them  die  ! 
let  them  die  I  For  Spain !  for  Spain!  while  others  called  on 
the  captain  for  his  orders,  they  took  possession  of  the  poop, 
forecastle,  and  round  tops. 

Though  the  admiral  was  then  so  lame  of  the  gout  that  he 
could  not  stand,  he  >3t  endeavoured  to  rise  and  come  out 
npon  deck  on  hearixi;  ** '  -  uproar ;  but  two  or  three  worthy 

Eersonshis  attendant)  :  >  hold  upon  him  and  forcibly  laid 
im  again  in  bed,  tha<  ">  aiutincers  might  not  miurder  him ; 
they  £en  ran  to  his  brother,  who  was  going  out  courageously 
with  a  half-pike,  and  wresting  it  from  nis  hands,  {(hey  forced 
him  into  the  cabin  beside  the  admirnl,  desiring  Captain  Porras 
to  go  where  he  liked,  and  not  commit  a  crime  for  which  they 
might  all  suffer;  that  he  might  be  satisfied  in  meeting  no  op- 
position to  his  going  away,  but  if  he  killed  the  admiral  he 
must  lay  his  account  with  being  severely  punished  for  M'hat 
could  not  possibly  be  of  the  least  benefit  to  his  views.  When 
the  tumult  was  somewhat  appeased,  the  conspirators  seized 
ten  canoes  that  lay  along-side,  which  the  admiral  had  purclias-^ 
ed  aU  about  the  island,  and  went  aboard  of  them  as  joyfully 
as  if  they  had  been  in  a  Spanish  port.  Upon  this  many  more 
who  had  no  hand  in  the  plot,  in  despair  to  see  themselves 
forsaken,  took  what  they  could  lay  hold  of  along  with  them 
and  joined  the  conspirators  in  the  canoes,  to  the  great  sorrow 
and  mortification  of  the  few  faithful  servants  who  remained 
with  the  admiral,  and  of  all  the  sick,  who  considered  them- 
selvcns  as  lost  for  ever  and  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  ever  getting 
away.  It  is  certain  that  if  the  people  had  been  all  in  health, 
^ot  ahoye  twenty  would  have  remained  with  the  admiral,  who 
went  now  oiit  to  comfort  the  remaining  men  widi  the  bmt  ar- 
guments that  he  could  devise  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs. 
Francis  de  Porras  went  away  with  his  mutineers  for  the 
eastern  poipt  of  the  island,  whence  Mendez  and  Fiesco  had 
taken  t^eir  departure  for  rlispaniolai  and  wherever  they  came 

they 
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they  insulted  the  Indians,  taking  away  their  provisions  and 
every  thins  else  they  pleased  by  force,  desirins  them  to  go  to 
the  admirS  lor  payment,  or  tat  they  might  kill  him  if  he  re» 
fused,  which  was  the  brat  Liing  they  could  do,  as  he  was  not 
only  hated  by  the  Ch/istians  but  had  been  the  cause  of  oil  the 
mischief  which  had  befallen  the  Indians  in  the  other  island, 
and  would  do  the  same  in  this  if  he  were  not  prevented  by 
death,  for  his  only  reason  of  remaining  was  to  subjugate  them 
as  he  had  dready  enslaved  the  natives  of  Hispaniola.  "^ 

The  mutineers  took  the  advantage  of  the  first  calm  wea- 
ther after  their  arriv^il  at  the  easternmost  point  ot  Jamaica  to 
set  out  for  Hispaniola,  takins  several  Inoians  in  every  canoe 
to  row  or  pacldle  them,  as  nad  been  done  by  Mendez  and 
Fiesco.  But  before  they  had  been  four  leagues  out  to  sea,  the 
weather  became  unsettled  and  they  resolved  to  return.  Be- 
ing aole  to  make  but  very  little  way,  as  the  wind  came  against 
them,  and  as  the  water  flashed  in  over  the  gunwales  in  conse- 
quence of  their  unskilful  management,  they  threw  every  thing 
overboard  except  thqir.arms  and  as  much  provisions  as  might 
enable  them  to  get  back  to  the  island.  The  wind  still  fresh- 
ened and  they  thought  themselves  in  so  much  danger  that  it 
was  resolved  to  muraer  the  Indians  and  throw  them  into  the 
This  was  accordingly  done  with  several,  but  others  who 
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trusted  to  their  swimming  threw  thcm'-elyes  into  the  sea  to  avoid 
being  murdered,  end  when  weary  of  swimming  clung  to  the 
sides  of  the  canoes  to  rest  themselves;  the  e  poor  fellows  had 
their  nands  cut  off  and  were  otherwise  wounded ;  insomuch 
that  eighteen  Indians  were  slaughtered  or  drowiied,  only  a 
very  few  beinff  spared  for  each  canoe  to  assist  in  steering. 
Being  returned  to  Jamaica  they  differed  m  opinion  as  to  their 
future  procedure :  Some  advised  to  go  over  to  Cuba  in  pre- 
ference to  Hispaniola,  as  tliey  mieht  take  the  east  winds  and 
currents  upon  their  quarter,  and  could  afterwards  go  from 
that  island  to  Hispaniola,  not  considerins  that  the  distance  was 
jseventecn  leacues  directly  against  wind  and  current :  Some 
said  it  would  be  but  to  return  to  the  ships  and  make  their 
peace  with  the  admiral,  or  to  take  from  iiim  by  force  what 
arms  and  commodities  he  had  left ;  while  others  were  for  stay- 
ing where  they  were  till  another  cidm,  when  they  might  affain 
.attempt  the  passage  to  Hispaniola.  This  advice  prevailed, 
nnd  they  remainea  in  the  town  of  Aoamaquioue,  waiting  for 
fuijr  weather  and  destroving  the  country.  When  the  fair 
weather  come  they  embarkedtwice,  but  were  unsuccessful  both 
times,  owing  to  the 'winds  being  contrary.  Thus  foiled  in  their 
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endeavottrs,  theytravdled  westwards  from  one  town  to  ana* 
ther  much  dismayed  and  comfortless,  leaTine  their  canoes  be* 
hind}  sometimes  eatii^  what  they  were  able  to  find,  and 
sometimes  taking  provisions  by  force,  according  as  they  found 
themselves  sul9$cieQtly  powerful  to  cope  mm  the  caciques 
through  whofe  territories  they  passed. 

After  the  srebels  were  deputed,  the  admiral  took  every 
possible  care  that  the  sick  should  bie  furnished  with  all  that 
could  condui  e  towards  their  recovery^  uad  tha^  l^e  Indians 
might  be.civij^y  treated,  to  induce  them  to  continue  to  bring 
provisions  in  exchange  for  our  commodities.  All  these  things 
were  so  well  managea  that  the  Christians  soon  recovered,  and 
die  Indians  continued  to  supply  us  plentlfiilly  for  some  time. 
But  thejr  being  an  indolent  race,  who  take  little  pains  in  sow- 
ing, while  every  one  of  our  people  consumed  as  much  provi- 
siom  in  one  day  as  would  have  sufficed  an  Indian  for  twenty, 
and  besides  having  no  longer  any  inclination  for  our  commo- 
dities, they  began  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  the  mutireers, 
since  they  saw  so  many  of  our  men  had  revolted,  and  there^ 
fore  did  not  bring  such  plenty  of  provisions  as  we  needed. 
This  brought  us  into  great  distress,  as  if  it  had  been  neces- 
sary to  take  these  by  force,  the  greatest  part  pf  ys  must  have 
gone  on  shore  armed,  leaving  the  admiral  oi^  board  in  great 
danger,  as  he  was  still  very  ill  of  the  gout ;  and  if  we  waited 
till  the  Indians  brought  provisions  of  their  own  accord,  we 
must  live  in  great  misery,  or  have  paid  them  ten  times  the 
price  we  did  at  first,  as  they  were  sensible  of  the  advantages 
our  necessities  gave  them.  But  God,  who  never  forsakes 
those  who  put  their  trust  in  him,  inspired  the  admiral  with 
a  device  bv  which  we  became  amply  provided.  Knowing  that 
in  three  days  there  was  to  be  an  eclipse  of  the  moon  in  the 
early  part  of  the  night,  hu  sent  an  Indian  pf  Hispaniola  wl 
was  on  board,  to  caU  the  principal  Indians  of  tliat  province  to 
talk  with  him  upon  a  matter  which  he  said  was  of  gre^t  im- 
portaiice  to  diem.  These  Indians  came  accordingly  tp  wait 
uppn  him  on  the  day  before  the  eclipse  was  to  happen,  and 
he  desired  the  interpreter  to  tell  them.  That  v/e  were  Christ- 
ians whp  believed  in  the  God  of  Heaven,  who  took  care  of 
th  igood  and  punished  the  wicked.  That  Qod  seeing  the  re- 
belhon  of  the  Spaniards  against  his  faithful  servant,  would 
not  ptrrrait  thiim  to  go  over  to  Hispapiola,  as  had  been  done 
by  Mendez  and  Flesco,  but  had  visited  them  with  all  those 
sufferings  and  dangers  wl 
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And  iStult  Ckki  ivta  anory  with  die  Indiana  for  bMns  nefrligmt 
in  bring^provUkMii- for  our  oonunoditiesf  and'haa  detenuin- 
4A  to  |»tti£ll  thttfii  with peatilenee  and  famine;  and  lest  tiiey 
ndt  believe  hia  word*      ad  appointed  to  give  them  a 
aiimi%>t  tbkeri  of  his  wrath ;     ,  very  night,  that  they  might 
phunlv  know  whence  their  pu.  ^ihment  was  derived.     Where- 
n>re  dbe  adhiind  d^ired  them  earefully  to  observe  the  moon 
(Suit  nig^t  ^en  she  arose,  and  d^  would  see  her  angry  and 
of  a  broody  hue,  as  «  sign  of  the  punishments  which  wore  to 
M  on  them  fjtcm  Ood.    Upon  this  the  Indians  were  dismis- 
sed and  sent  awi^,  some  of  them  rather  afraid  and  others 
looking  upon  it  as  an  idle  threat.  But  on  observinj^  the  moon 
to  rise  in  part  obseurad,  and  the  obscuri^  inereasmff  as  she 
rose  hhiher,  the  Indimis  were  so  ferrified  that  th^  hastened 
from  au  pmrts  baded  with  provisions,  crying  and  kanentiiiff 
and  imphMin^  the  admiral  to  intercede  for  them  with  Ood 
not  to  make  them  undergo  tBfe  weight  of  his  wrath,  and  pro» 
mising  to  bring  him  every  thing  he  wanted  for  die  future; 
The  admiral  pretended  to  be  softened  by  their  repentance, 
and  sitid  that  he  wotiid  speak  to  Ood  in  their  favour.    He 
accordihgfy  shut  himself^up  for  some  time,  till  he  knew  that 
the  ecHpiie  was  about  to  go  off,  and  then  coming  out  of  his 
cabin,  he  toM  the  Indians  that  he  had  prayed  to  Ood  for  them, 
and  had  promised  in  their  names  that  chey  would  be  good  in 
future,  would  use  the  Christians  well,  and  bring  them  plenty 
of  provisions  and  other  necessaries ;  that  Ood  therefore  for- 

Stve  them,  of  which  they  would  he  convinced  when  they  saw 
e  anser  and  bloody  colour  of  the  moon  go  off.  And  this 
beginning  to  take  place  while  he  was  yet  speaking,  they  save 
the  admiral  many  thanks  for  his  intercession,  and  praised  the 
mercy  of  the  Ood  of  the  Christians.  From  that  time  they  al- 
ways took  care  to  provide  every  thing  which  we  required  j 
and  though  they  had  before  seen  eclipses,  they  believed  they 
had  portended  evils  that  had  befallen  them,  but  thinking  it 
impossible  for  any  one  to  know  on  earth  what  was  to  hajppen 
in  the  heavens,  they  certainly  concluded  that  the  Ood  <rf'  the 
Christians  must  have  revealed  i^tll  this  to  the  admiral. 

Eight  months  had  passed  afler  Mendes  and  Fiesco  went 
away  without  any  intelligence  of  them,  by  which  the  men 
who  remained  witn  the  admiral  were  much  cast  down  and  sus- 
pected the  worst.  Some  alleged  that  they  were  lost  at  8ea» 
some  that  they  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians  of  Hispaniola, 
an^  others  that  they  hod  died  with  sickness  and  hardships ;  for 
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from  the  point  of  that  idaod  which  i$  next  to  Jamaica  it  ii 
above  100  league*  to  St  Domingo  idiere  th^  had  to  go  in 
quest  of  succour,  the  wajr  by  land  being  over  uncouth  mpun* 
tains,  and  that  by  sea  apinirt  the  prevailing  witsds  and  cur^ 
rents.  To  confirm  then*  fears  some  Indians  assured  ^hem 
that  th^  had  seen  a  canot  overset  and  driven  by  the  current 
on  the  coast  of  Jamaica ;  which  report  had  probably  been 
qiread  Inr  th-^  mutineers  to  make  those  who  were  with  the 
admiral  despair  of  gett'**g  off.  Our  people  at  length  conclud- 
ed that  no  relief  was  ever  to  be  expected,  and.  became  ex- 
ceedingly diqnrited  and  discontented,  and  most  of  them  con- 
spired to  revolt  and  join  the  mutineers,  in  which  they  were 
priacipttlly  enoouragea  by  one  Bernard  an  wothecary  from 
Valencia,  and  two  others  named  Zamora  and  Villatoro.  But 
the  Almighty,  who  knew  how  dangerous  this  second  mutiny 
must  be  to  ue  admiral,  was  pleased  to  put  a  stop  to  it  by  the 
coming  of  a  vessel  sent  b^  the  governor  of  Hispaniola.  This 
vessel  came  one  morning  to  anchor  near  our  rounded 
ships,  and  her  captain,  named  James  de  EscoU..,  came  on 
board  in  his  boat,  saying  that  he  was  sent  by  the  governor  of 
Hispaniola  to  the  admiral  with  his  commendations,  and  that 
as  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  send  a  ship  as  yet  that  could 
carry  off  all  the  men,  he  hod  sent  to  inquire  after  his  situation. 
Escobar  then  presented  him  with  a  cask  of  wine  and  two 
flitches  of  bacon,  and  sailed  away  again  that  same  night  with- 
out wuting  for  any  letters. 

Our  men  were  somewhat  comforted  by  the  mpearance  of 
this  vessel,  and  the  assurance  that  Mendez  and  Fiesco  had 
got  safe  to  St  Domingo,  and  dropt  their  intended  conspiracy 
and  revolt}  yet  they  wondered  much  that  Escobar  should 
have  stolen  away  so  privately  and  suddenly,  suspecting  that 
the  governor  of  H  paniola  was  unwilling  that  the  admiral 
should  go  to  that  island.  As  the  admiral  was  aware  that  the 
hasty  departure  of  Elscobar  might  occasion  speculations  and 
inquiries  among  the  people,  he  \xM  them  that  it  was  by  his 
own  directions,  because  tliat  caravel  not  being  large  enough 
to  carry  them  all  away,  he  would  not  go  hiuiself,  as  he  was 
unwiili:;g  to  leave  them  liable  to  the  diwrders  that  might  be 
occasioned  by  the  mutineers  in  his  absence.  But  the  truth  is, 
that  the  governor  was  unwilling  to  aid  the  return  of  the  ad- 
miral into  Spain,  lest  their  Catholic  majesties  mi^t  restore 
him  to  his  authority  as  viceroy,  by  which  he  would  lose  his 
government)  wherefore  hje  «^puld  not  pravidc  as  he  might 
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have  done  for  the  admirals  vsyage  to  Hispaniolo,  and  had 
sent  Escobar  to  Jamaica  to  «q>y  the  condition  he  was  in,  and 
toknowwlttther  he  might  contrive  to  destroy  him  with  safety. 
lie  had  Icamt  the  situation  in  which  the  admiral  was  placed 
fh>m  James  Mendez,  who  sent  the  following  account  of  his 
proceedings  in  writing  to  the  admiral  by  Escobar. 

Mcndez  and  Fuesco  on  the  day  Uiey  len  Jamaica  held  on  their 
way  till  niffbt,  encouragmgthe  Indians  to  ocert  themselves  with 
their  paddies.  The  weather  was  extremely  hot,  so  that  Uie  In- 
dians sometimes  leaped  overboard  to  refresh  themselves  by 
swimming  and  then  came  fresh  i^in  to  their  paddles.  At 
night  they  lost  sight  of  the  land,  and  half  the  Christians  and 
Indians  took  watcli  and  vratch  alternately  to  sleep  and  row, 
taking  great  care  that  the  Indians  might  not  prove  treacher- 
ous. Advancing  in  this  manner  all  night,  they  were  very 
weary  when  day  appeared  j  but  the  commanders  encouraged 
thft  men,  sometimes  rowing  themselves  to  give  a  good  exam- 
ple} and  after  eating  to  recruit  their  strength,  they  fell  to 
their  work  again,  seeing  nothing  all  around  out  the  sky  and 
the  sea.  Though  this  was  enough  to  distress  them  sufficient- 
ly, yet  they  were  besides  in  the  predicament  of  Tantalus,  who 
had  water  within  a  span  of  his  mouth  yet  could  not  quench 
his  thirst ;  such  was  their  distress,  for,  through  the  improvi- 
dence of  the  Indians  and  the  prodigious  heat  of  the  preced- 
ing day  and  nij^ht,  all  their  water  was  drank  up  without  any 
regard  to  the  niturc.  As  heat  and  labour  together  are  alto- 
gether intolerable  without  drink,  and  as  the  heat  and  thirst 
increased  the  second  dav  the  higher  the  sun  ascended,  their 
strength  was  entirely  exhausted  tiy  noon.  By  good  fortune 
the  captains  had  reserved  two  casks  of  water  under  their  own 
management,  from  which  they  sparingly  relieved  the  Indians, 
and  kept  them  up  till  the  cool  of  the  evening,  and  encouraged 
them  by  the  assurance  that  they  would  soon  see  a  small  island 
called  Nabazzot  which  lay  in  their  way  eight  leagues  from  His- 
paniola.  This  and  their  extraordinary  thirst  quite  cast  them 
down,  and  made  them  believe  that  they  had  lost  their  way, 
for  according  to  their  reckoning  they  had  now  run  twenty 
leagues  and  ought  to  have  been  in  sight  of  Hispaniola;  but  it 
was  weariness  tnat  deceived  them,  for  a  canoe  that  rows  well 
cannot  in  a  day  and  night  proceed  above  ten  leagues,  and  the^ 
bad  been  retarded  by  tne  currents  which  were  adverse  to  their 
course.  U' 

Night  being  come  on  they  had  to  throw  one  into  the  sea 
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wild  liad  died  of  thint,  and  others  w^relying  stretohed  out 
in  |fae  bottom  of  the  canoe  perfectly  exhanstra,  those  who 
wot  Mil  irisle  tobeiMr  np  a  littib  bdnff  sunk  idmost  in  despair, 
and  so  wedt  and  wjWBt'tlKI  ihej  tmSm  ktaMf^trnka  taf^-mmw 
ataU.    Some  tooK  sea  water  to  refresh  thehr  thirst,  which 
may  be  called  a  comfort  of  that  kind  which  was  offered  to  our 
Saviour  when  he  complained  of  thirst  upon  the  cross.    In 
this  manner  they  feebly  held  on  their  way  at  the  commeaoe- 
ment  of  the  second  night ;  but  it  pleased  Ood  to  send  them 
succour  in  their  utmost  need,  for  when  the  moon  began  to  rise, 
James  Mendez  perceived  that  she  got  up  over  some  hmd,  as  a 
little  island  covered  her  in  the  nature  of  an  eclipse,  neither 
could  they  have  seen  this  island,  it  was  so  small,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  this  circumstance,  and  wituout  the  timely  relief  of 
water  which  it  afforded  they  must  all  have  perished  of  thirst 
on  the  following  day.     Comforting  and  cheering  them  with 
the  joyful  tidings  and  shewing  them  the  land,  he  so  encourag- 
ed them,  supplying  them  at  the  same  time  with  a  little  water 
from  the  casks,  that  the  next  morning  they  were  very  near 
the  small  island  of  Nabazza.    They  found  this  island  to  be  all 
round  one  hard  rock,  about  half  a  league  in  circumference, 
without  either  spring  or  tree ;  but  searcliing  about  they  found 
rain  water  in  holes  and  clefb  of  the  rock,  out  of  which  they 
filled  their  calabashes  and  casks ;  and  though  those  of  know- 
ledge and  experience  advised  the  rest  to  use  moderation  in 
drinking,  yet  thirst  made  sonie  of  the  Indians  exceed  all 
bounds,  whereof  some  died,  there  and  others  fell  into  despe- 
rate distempers. 

Having  remained  all  day  i%*  this  island  to  refresh  themselves, 
and  eating  such  things  as  they  found  along  the  shore,  for 
Mendez  had  all  materials  for  striking  fire,  by  which  they  were 
enabled  to  cook  the  shell-fish,  they  rgoiced  at  being  now  in 
sight  of  Hispaniola,  and  fearfiil  lest  bad  weather  might  arise 
to  impede  the  prosecution  of  their  voyage,  about  sun-set  they 
took  their  departure  from  Nabazza  for  Cape  St  Michael,  the 
nearest  land  in  Hispaniola,  where  they  happily  arrived  next 
morning.  After  resting;  there  two  days  Fiesco,  who  was  a  gen- 
tleman that  stood  much  upon  his  honour,  would  have  returned 
to  Jamaica  in  pursuance  of  the  admirals  commands  and  his 
own  engagements  to  that  effect ;  but  the  people,  who  were  all 
sailors  and  Indians,  being  spent  and  indisposed  by  their  past 
labour  and  by  drinking  sea-water,  considered  themselves  like 
Jonas  delivered  from  the  whales  belly,  having  been  like  him 
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thvee  days  and  three  niffbts  in  tribulntion,  none  of  tl^i 
would  consent  to  go  with  him.  Mendez,  being  xaioftiL  in  hast& 
went  1^.  the  coait  of  Hiipainola  in  his  canoe*  altbpufl^  su& 
ftring  vnder  a  qqartan  ague,  occasioned  by  his  flODeat,  sumriiupi 
by  sea  and  hmd.  hSsxx  some  timet  quitting  his  canoe,  he 
travelted  ovOT  mountains  and  b^  i?ad  road(^  till  he  arifived  at 
Xaragua*  in  the  west  of  Hiq»niola»  where  the  opvemo^  then 
wasy^iroo  seemed  rgoiced  to  see  him>  thpugh  he  atierwardit  was 
extremely  tedious  in  diqMtching  him,  owing  to  the  reaspns  al- 
ready mentioned.  After  much  importuni^  Mend^  obtained 
permission  to  go  to  St  Domingo*  where  he  bought  and  fitted 
out  a  vessel  from  the  private  funds  of  the  admiral,  which  was_ 
sent  to  Jamaica  at  the  latter  end  of  May  1504,  and  sailed' 
thence  for  Spain  by  the  admirals  direction,  to  dye  their  Ca- 
tholic majesties  an  account  of  the  incidents  of  the  voyage  '^ 
The  admiral  and  aU  his  company  had  received  much  com- 
fort from  the  knowledge  that  Mendez  had  arrived  in 
Hispaniola,  and  entertained  full  assurance  of  being  reliev- 
ed through  his  exertions  {  he  therefore  thought  fit  to 
communicate  the  information  to  the  piutineprs,  that  lay- 
ing their  jealousies  aside  they  might  be  induced  to  re- 
turn to  their  du^.  For  this  purpose  he  sent  two  re^aectaUe 
officers  to  them  who  had  iriends  among  the  mutineers,  and 
suspecting  that  they  miffht  disbelieve,  or  seem  not  to  credit  the 
vbit  of  the  caravel  under  the  command  of  Escobar,  he  sen^ 
them  part  of  the  bacon  which  she  had  brought.  When  these 
two  arrived  where  Porras  and  his  chief  con^ant  resided^  he 
came  out  to  meet  them  that  he  might  prevent  them  from  mov- 
ing the  men  to  return  to  their  duty  by  the  ofier  of  a  general 
pardon,  which  he  justly  suspected  hadbeen  sent  by  the  admi- 
ral. Yet  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  two  Porras  to  prevent 
their  adherents  from  learning  the  coming  of  the  caravel,  the 
ntumcd  health  of  those  who  were  with  the  admiral,  and  the 
oilers  which  he  sent  them.  Alter  several  consultations  ompng 
themselves  and  with  their  principal  confederates,  the  Porras 
refused  to  trust  Uicmselves  to  the  offered  pardon ;  but  said 
they  would  oo  peaceably  to  Hispaniola  if  he  would  pifo- 
mise  to  give  raem  a  ship  provided  two  cam^*  or  if  only  on^ 
si.-  •      ■       thjfit 

>  >7  Tlieag^  npt  peationnl  in  the  text,  this  vend  would  certainly  brii)|;  re> 
freihmcBti  of  vanou$  kindsj  but  wu  {trembly  too  va^  to  bring  off  the  people. 
Mende^  appears  to  have  remained  at  St  Domingo  in  order  to  fit  out  a  Itmir 
Tctsel,  which  he  accordingly  carried  to  Jamaica  in  Jun^  as  will  be  leciDin 
the  MqueL— £. 
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that  he  ihbdd  asfei^i  them  the  halft  and  as  they  had  Int 
dkeir  clothes  and  the  oomniodides  %Uch  th^  had  for  trade, 
their  demised  thiit  the  admiral  should  share  with  then  those 
iHuch  he  had.  The  mesiengers  answered  diat  these  prbpe- 
sals  were  utteriy  unrtiasonaUe  and  could  not  be  grantea.  1V> 
which  the  Porras  ttrdudly  replied,  that  since  these  were  refill 
ed  by  fair  means  tney  iirould  take  them  by  force. 

In  this  mMiner  the  rit^leaders  dismissed  the  admirak  mes- 
senigers,  misinterpreting  his  conciliatory  offiirs,  and  teUing 
then:  followers  that  he  was-  a  cruel  revengeful  man ;  saying 
that  they  had  ho  foars  for  themselves,  as  the  admiral  would  not 
dare  to  wrong  them  because  of  their  interest  at  court,  yet 
they  had  reason  to  fear  he  Would  be  revenged  of  the  rest  un- 
'  der  colour  of  juist  punishment,  on  whidi  account  Roldan  and 
his  iHends  in  Hispanida  had  not  trusted  his  offi»rs,  and  it 
had  succeeded  well  with  them,  as  they  had  found  &vour  at 
court,  wher^  the  admiral  had  been  sent  home  in  irons. 
They  even  pretended  that  the  arrival  of  theciaravel  witbnevkrs 
from  ISf  cndez  was  a  mere  phantom  produced  by  magic,  in 
which  the  admiral  was  an  adebt ;  as  it  was  not  likely,  had  it 
been  in  reality  a  caravel,  that  the  people  belonging  to  it  would 
have  had  no  farther  discourse  with  those  about  the  admiral, 
neither  would  it  have  so  Soon  vanished ;  and  it  was  more  pro- 
bable, if  it  had  been  a  real  caravel,  that  the  admiral  would 
have  gone  on  board  of  it  with  his  son  and  brother.  By  tliesc 
and  other  similar  persuasions,  they  confirmed  their  adherents 
in  their  rebellion,  and'kt  length  brought  them  to  resolve  upon 
repairing  to  the  ships  to  seicure  the  admiral  and  to  take  all 
•thw  found  there  by  force.  * 

Continuing  obstinate  in  th«r  wickedness,  the  mutineers 
came  to  a  town  then  named  'Maima^  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  ships,  at  which  place  the  Christians  afterwards  built  a 
town  called  Seville.  Upon  learning  this  audacious  procedure 
and  their  design  to  attack  him,  the  admiral  sent  his  brother 
against  them,  with  ordcVs  to  endeavour  in  the  first  place  to 
persuade  them  to  submission  by  fair  wcurds,  but  so  atten^d 
that  he  might  be  able  to  oppose  them  by  force  if  they  attempt- 
ed to  attack  him.  For  this  purpose  the  lieutenant  landed  whh 
fifty  men  well  armed,  and  advanced  to  a  hill  about  a  bow-shot 
from  the  town  in  which  the  rebels  had  taken  up  thdr  quar- 
'  ters,  whence  he  sent  the  two  messoigers  who  had  been^vith 
th^hr  bef(h'e,  requiring  thr  (^ptain  of  the  mutineers  to  enter 
into  a  confer6pce  for  ending  all  dilutes.    But  they  being 
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equal  in  nnmben  to  the  puty  under  the  lieutenant,  and  al- 
moet  all  aeamen,  persuaded  themselves  that  those  who  were 
come  out  agauist  them  were  weak  men  and  would  not  fi^t, 
and  would  not  therefore  permit  the  mesaengert  to  talk  wit^ 
them.  They  brandished  their  naked  swords  and  spears  cal- 
ling.oafc  taaudttMMisly,  Kill  I  kill  I  and  fell  upon  the  lieutenants 
party  immediatifly*  Six  of  thesa  had  bound  themselves  by 
oath  to  stick  clusc  by  eadi  olhmt  and  to  direct  their  unitea 
efforts  against  the  lieutenant  akme*  beln^^iCOBfidflQit  of  an  easy 
victory  if  they  succeeded  in  killing  him.  But  it  plunid,  God 
that  they  were  disappointed,  for  they  were  so  well  recetsvd 
that  five  or  six  of  them  fell  at  the  first  charge,  most  of  whom 
were  of  the  party  who  had  sworn  to  slay  the  lieutenant.  He 
now  charged  the  rebels  so  manfully  and  was  so  well  seconded 
by  his  party,  that  John  Sanchez  and  John  Barba  were  killed, 
some  others  were  brought  to  the  ground  by  severe  wounds, 
and  Francis  de  Porras  their  captain  was  made  prisoner. 
Sanchez  was  the  person  from  whom  Quibio  escaped  in  the 
river  of  Veragua,  and  Barba  was  the  first  man  whom  I  saw 
draw  his  sword  at  Uie  breaking  out  of  this  rebellion. 

Finding  themselves  thus  unexpectedly  overpowered,  the 
mutineers  turned  their  backs  and  fled  as  fast  as  they  could. 
The  lieutenant  would  have  pursued  ^  but  some  of  the  princi- 
pal people  about  him  remonstrated,  saying  that  it  was  good 
to  punish,  but  not  to  carry  severity  too  &r,  lest  when  he  had 
killed  many  of  the  mutineers  the  Indians  might  think  fit  to 
fall  upon  the  victors,  as  they  were  all  in  arms  waiting  the  event 
without  taking  either  side.  This  advice  being  approved  o^ 
the  lieutenant  returned  to  the  ships  with  Porras  and  the  other 
prisoners,  #here  he  was  joyfully  received  by  the  admiral  and 
those  who  remained  with  him,  giving  God  thanks  for  the  vic- 
tory in  which  the  guilty  had  received  their  just  measure  of 
punishment,  while  on  our  side  the  lieutenant  was  slu;htly 
wounded  in  the  hand,  and  one  of  the  ^ntlemen  of  the  cham- 
ber to  the  admiral  had  a  small  wound  in  his  hip  firom  a  spear, 
of  which  however  he  died. 

Peter  de  Ledisma  (that  pilot  who  went  with  Vincent 
Yanez  to  Honduras,  and  who  so  bravely  swam  on  shore  at 
Bdem,  in  his  flight  from  the  lieutenant,  fell  down  some  steep 
rocks  unperceivM,  where  he  lay  all  that  day  and  the  next  un- 
til evening,  unperceived  by  any  except  some  of  the  Indians. 
They  were  amazed  to  see  me  terrible  gashes  which  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  fight,  having  no  idea  that  our  swords  could  cut 
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in  inch  •  muinerf  and  opened  up  hit  wounds  with  little  lUolu 
to  examine  them.  One  of  his  wounds  was  on  the  head  and 
the  brain  was  distinctly  laid  barej  another  on  his  shoulder  so 
large  and  deep  that  his  arm  hung  as  it  were  looaet  the  calf 
of  one  leg  was  so  deeply  cut  that  the  flesh  hung  down  to  his 
ancle,  and  one  fiwt  was  sliced  open  from  the  heel  to  the 
I  ;  toe.  Yet  in  this  desperate  state  he  would  threaten  to  rise  ami 
destroy  the  Indians  when  they  dinwbad  hiaa,  and  they  were 
so  afraid  as  to  fly  away  in  oonatemation.  His  situation  being 
reported  at  the  shim,  he  was  removed  to  a  hut  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, where  the  dampness  and  the  intolerable  multitude 
of  gnats  were  sufficient  to  have  destroyed  him.  Yet  being 
%  properly  attended  to,  although  the  surgeon  for  the  first  eight 
days  alleged  that  he  discovered  new  wounds  every  day,  he  at 
last  recovered,  and  the  gentleman  of  the  chamber  in  whom 
he  «)prehended  no  danger,  died  of  his  slight  wound.  ; 

Tne  day  after  the  battle,  20th  of  May,  all  the  mutineers 
who  had  escaped  sent  a  prtition  to  the  admiral,  humbly  re- 
penting of  their  disobedience,  begging  that  he  would  merci- 
fully pardon  their  past  transgression,  and  declaring  their  readi- 
ness to  submit  to  his  authority.  The  admiral  granted  their 
request  and  passed  a  general  pardon,  on  condition  that  their 
captain  should  remain  a  prisoner  lest  be  might  stir  up  another 
^^  mutiny.  And  as  he  thousht  inconvenience  might  arise  if  they 
I  were  admitted  on  board  the  ships,  by  quarrels  among  Uie 
meaner  people,  and  that  it  might  even  be  difficult  tomaiptain 
the  whole  in  one  place,  he  sent  out  a  person  in  whom  he  could 
confide  to  take  tne  command  of  those  who  had  been  in  tlio 
mutiny,  with  directions  to  go  with  them  about  the  island  and 
keeptnem  in  order  till  the  ships  came,  which  he  daily  expectftd, 
and  supplied  them  with  a  sufficient  quantity.  oC  CQimuQ^i^i^ 
to  exchange  for  provisions  with  the  natives,     .jixi  <«!  ^    ; on, 

The  mutineers  having  all  returned  to  their  duty,  the  Indi- 
ans became  more  regular  in  dieir  supply  of  provisions  to  us  in 
exchange  for  our  commodities.  We  had  been  some  days 
more  than  a  year  at  Jamaica  when  a  ship  arrived  \rhhh  had 
been  fitted  out  at  St  Domingo  by  James  Mendez  firom  the  ad- 
mirals private  funds,  in  which  we  all  embarked,  enemies  as  well 
as  friends,  and  snt  sail  from  Jamaica  on  the  28th  of  June. 
Proceeding  on  our  voyage  with  much  difficulty  on  account  of 
the  adverse  winds  and  currents,  we  arrived  in  great  need  of  rest 
and  refreshment  at  St  Domingo  on  the  13th  of  August  1504. 
The  admiral  was  received  with  great  demonstrations  of  honour 
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■nd  reqieet  by  the  governor,  who  lodged  him  in  the  pdace, 
yet  he  wt  Pofras  who  had  headed  the  mutineers  At  libeil^,  and 
even  attempted  topuniihthote  who  had  be6n  inatrumentaiin 
taking' him  prisoner,  pretending  to  arrogate  an  authority  of 
•tvyii^  causes  and  ofiences  whidi  belonged  solely  to  the  juris* 
dieticm  of  the  admiral,  who  had  been  appointed  by  their  Ca- 
tholic majesties  admiral  and  captain^-general  of  their  fleet. 
Notwithstanding  of  all  this  he'fawnai  upon  the  admiral, 
using  every  demonstration  of  kindness  in  his  presence,  yet 
acting  treacherously  in  undermining  his  character  and  autho- 
rity ;  and  this  lasted  all  the  time  we  remained  at  St  Domingo. 
Our  own  ship  being  refitted  and  sapplied  with  all  necessanes 
for  the  voyage,  and  another  hired  in  which  the  admiral  and 
his  kindred,  friends,  and  servants,  embarked,  we  sailed  on 
the  2d  of  September,  most  of  the  odicr  people  who  had  been 
along  with  us  in  our  late  disastrous  voyage  remaining  at  St 
Domiiu^.  We  had  scarcdy  got  two  leagues  from  the  port 
when  me  rnast  of  one  of  the  snips  came  by  the  board,  and 
was  immediately  sent  back  by  lae  admiral  to  refit,  while  we 
held  on  our  way  in  the  other  vessel  to  Spain. 

Having  run  about  a  third  part  of  the  way,  so  terrible 
a  storm  arose  that  our  ^ips  were  in  imminent  danger  j  and 
next  day,  19th  of  October,  when  the  weather  was  fiur  and 
the  ship  quite  steady  the  mast  flew  into  four  pieces ;  but  by 
the  iiwenuity  oPthe  ndmiral  who  was  unable  to  rise  firom 
his  bed  on  account  of  the  gout,  and  by  the  exertions  of  the 
lieutenant,  a  jury-mast  was  constructed  out  of  a  spare  yard, 
strengthened  with  some  planks  takenfrom  the  poop  and  stem, 
and  firmly  bound  together  with  ropes.  We  lost  our  fiMremast 
in  another  storm  i  and  yet  it  pleased  God  that  we  arrived  safe 
at  the  port  of  St  Lucar  de  Barrameda,  and  thence  to  Seville; 
where  the  admiral  took  some  rest  after  the  many  fatigues  he 
had  undergone. 

In  May  1505  he  went  to  the  court  of  King  Ferdinand, 
the  glorious  Queen  Isabella  having  in  the  year  before  ex- 
changed this  life  for  a  better.  Her  loss  was  severely  folt  by 
die  admiral,  as  she  had  always  favoured  and  supported  him  j  ' 
whereas  the  king  had  proved  unkind  and  adverse  to  his  ho- 
nour and  interest.  This  plainly  appeared  by  the  reception  he 
met  with  at  court ;  for  though  Kmg  Ferdinand  received  him 
with  the  outward  appearance  of  favour  and  respect,  and  pre- 
tended to  restore  htm  to  his  full  power,  he  yet  would  have 
stript  him  of  e!l  if  shame  had  not  hindered,  considerins 
the    engagements    which    Iwth    he    and    the    queen    had 
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come  under  to  him  when  he  went  out  upon  hie  last  voyaoe. 
But  the  wealth  and  value  of  the  Indies  i^pearing  every  &f 
more  obvious,  and  considering  how  great  a  share  of  their  pro* 
duce  would  accrue  to  the  aooiiral  in  virtue  of  the  articles 
which  had  been  granted  previous  to  his  discovery!  the  king 
was  anxious  to  acquire  the  absolute  dominion  to  himself,  and 
to  have  the  disptMal  of  all  the  employments  in  the  new  world 
according  to  nis  own  will  and  pleasure,  which  by  the  agree- 
ment were  in  the  gift  of  the  admiral  as  hereditanr  viceroy, 
admiral,  and  governor-general  of  the  Iiidies.  The  king 
therefore  began  to  propose  new  terms  to  the  admiral  by  way 
of  equivalent,  which  n^uciation  Oud  did  not  permit  to  take 
effect ;  for  just  when  I%ilip  the  first  came  to  reign  in  the 
kingdom  of  Castile,  at  the  time  when  King  Ferdinand  went 
from  Valladolid  to  meet  him,  the  admiral,  much  broken  down 
by  the  gout,  and  troubled  to  find  himself  deprived  of 
his  rights,  was  attacked  by  other  distempers,  and  g»ve  up 
his  soul  to  God  upon  Ascension  day,  the  20th  m  May, 
1506,  at  the  dtv  of  Valladolid.  Before  his  death  he  devout- 
ly partook  of  the  holy  sacraments  of  the  church,  and  these 
were  his  last  words  **  Into  thy  hands  O  Lord!  I  commend  my 
Spirit."  And  through  his  infinite  mercy,  we  do  not  question 
bnit  he  was  received  into  glory,  to  which  may  God  admit  ut , 
with  him. 

His  body  was  conveyed  to  Seville,  where  it  was  maanifi) 
cently  buried  in  the  cathedral  by  the  order  of  the  CauoUc 
king,  and  the  following  epitaph  in  Spanish  was  engraven  lipon 
his  tomb,  in  memory  of  his  renowned  actions  and  the  great 
discovery  of  the  Indies.  ,:{,  uni  ^    >•>' 


A  CABTILIA  YA  LEON 
NUEVO  MUNOO  OIO  COLOK. 

Columbus  gave  a  New  World  to  Castile  and  JLeon. 


u  m. 


These  memorable  words  are  worthy  of  observation,  as  no- 
thing similar  or  any  way  equivalent  can  be  found  either  in  the 
ancients  or  among  the  modems.  It  will  therefore  be  ever 
had  in  remembrance,  that  he  was  the  discoverer  of  the  Indies; 
though  since  then  Ferdinand  Cortes  and  Francis  Pizarro  have 
found  out  many  other  provinces  and  vast  kingdoms  on  the 
continent.  Cortes  discovered  the  province  of  Yucutan  and  the 
empire  of  Mexico  now  called  New  Spain,  thep  possessed  by 
VOL.  III.  Q  the 
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th^^  er«at  onperor  Montezuma ;  and  Erands  Hzarm  fouad 
put  tbe  kir^omof  iBeru  whidh  is  of  vast  extent  and  fiill  of 
eodlesfi  wefuth,  which  was  then  uader  tihe  donunion  of  the 
povseriul  king  j^tabalipa.  ¥mm  these  countries  and  king- 
doms there  loome  enexy  year  to  Spain  many  dbips  kden  with 
gold  and  silver  and  rich  commodities,  as  Brazil  wood,  cochir 
Deal,  ind%o,  sugar,  aciil  other  aeticles  of  great  value,  besides 
pearls  and  other  pr^ious  stones:  owing  to  whidd  Bpaia 
9nd  its  princes  at  niis  time  ilQouniifa  and  nhound  in  wealth  lie- 
2|QiuAaU  other  notions. 

''^h:i'li  i.;.,..  .'      .  ....        i; '.';..■; 


ACC0A7NT  OiF  THE  VIIIST  DdSCOVEKT  OF  AMCRGIA,  BY  CHIUSr 
TOPHBft  IXMiUMBUS;  FROM  THE  U18T0BY  OF  THE  WEST 
INDIJEfi,  PV  ANTONIO  OE  HEBiKERA,  JUIHTOmOGRAPHEB  TO 
Tllfi  JLUiO  OF  8PA1N  '. 

(y  the  Kwmledge  of  the  Ancients  respecting  the  NJm  World. 

>[  With  the  geocralitv  of  mankind,  so  j^  from  imagining  that 
there  could  be  any  sucn  country  as  the^nevo  world  or  West  In*- 
dies,  the  very  notion  of  any  such  thing  being  supposed  to 
exist  was  considered  as  extravaganl  and  absurd,  for  every  one 
believed  that  all  to  the  westwards  of  the  Canary  islands  was 
an  immense  and  juniMtyigable  ocew*  Yet  some  of  the  an- 
cients have  left  hints  that  such  western  lands  existed.  In  the 
close  (^  tlte  selQond  act  of  his  tra^  dy  of  Medea,  Seneca  says, 
**  The  time  will  come,  when  the  ocean  shall  become  navigable, 
and  a  vast  land  or  New  World  shall  he  discovered."  St  Gre- 
goiy,  in  hu  exposition  of  the  l^pistle  of  St  Clement,  says, 
**  There  is  anew  world*  or  even  worlds,  beyond  the  oceaii." 
We  are  informed  by  other  authors^  that  a  Carthaginian  mer- 
chant 


1  ChurdiilU  Collection,  V.  591*  All  that  has  been  attempted  in  the  pre* 
dent  article  is  to  soften  the  asperity  of  the  languaj;e,  and  to  iliuitr^te  the  text 
by  a  few  notes  where  these  seemed  necessary.- 
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chant  diip  aoeidei>Ui%  dUeovel^l  in  the  oceanj  many  days  sail 
from  our  ancient  continent,  an  incredibly  ihiitAii  i^nd,  faU 
of  novigttble  rivers,  having  plenty  of  wild  beasts,  but  uninha- 
bited by  men,  and  that  the  discoverers  were  desiious  of  set-^ 
tj&ig  there;  but,  having  given  an  account  of  this  discovei'y  to 
the  senate  of  Carthage,  they  not  only  a.)soiutely  prohibited 
any  one  to  sail  thither,  but  put  all  who  had  bticn  thel-e  to 
death,  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  any  othet's^from  making 
the  attempt.    Yet  sA\  this  is  nothing  to  the  purposes,  as  ther6 
is  no  authentic  memorial  of  this  supposed  voyage,  and  those 
who  have  spoken  of  it  incidentally  have  given  no  cosniogra- 
phical  indications  of  its  situation,  by  means  oF  which  the  ad-^ 
miral  Christopher  Columbus,  who  made  the  first  discovery  of 
the  West  Indies,  could  have  acquired  any  informaticm  to  guide 
him  in   that  great  discovery.     Besides,   that   there  were  no 
wild  beasts,  either  in  the  windward  or  leeward  islands  which 
he  discQvered,  those  men  who  would  rob  Coiuntbus,  in  part 
at  least,  of  the  honour  of  his  great  discovery,  misnpi'ly  the 
following  quotation  from  the  Timaus  of  Plato:  **  There  is  no 
sai^g  upon  the  ocean,  because  its  entrance  is  shut  up  hy  the 
Pillars  of  Hercules.    Yet  there  had  formerly  been  an  island 
in  diat  ocean,  larger  than  all  Europe,  Asia,  and  Afnca  in 
one;  and  from  thence  a  passage  to  other  islands,  tor  »);rli  as 
went  in  search  of  them,  and  from  these  other  inlands  people 
might  go  to  all  the  opposite  continent,  near  the  true  <>ce:in." 
These  detractors  from  the  honour  of  Colun>bus,  in  explaining 
the  words  of  Plato  after  their  own  manner,  evince  more  wit 
than  truth,  when  they  insist  that  the  shut  up  pas!«age  is 
the  strait  of  Gibraltar,  the  gulf  the  great  ocean,  the  great  is- 
land AtlantiSy  the  other  islands  beyond  that  the  leeward  and 
windward  islands,  the  continent  opposite  them  the  land  of  Peru, 
and  the  true  ocean  the  great  South  Sea,  so  called  from  its  vant 
extent.     It  is  certain  that  no  one  had  any  clear  knowledge  of 
these  matters:  and  what  they  now  allegeconsistsmcretyof  no- 
tions and  guesses,  patched  toffether  since  the  actual  discovery  ; 
for  the  ancients  concluded  there  was  no  possibility  of  sailing 
aeross  the  ocean  on  account  of  its  vast  extent.  These  men,  hoW. 
ever,  labour  to  confirm  their  opinions,  by  alleging  that  the  an- 
cients possessed  much  knowledge  of  the  torrid  zone  ;  as  they  in- 
sit  liiat  Hano  the  Carthaginian  coasted  round  Africa,  from 
the  straits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Red  Sea,  and  that  Euduxias 
naviffated  in  the  contrary  direction  from  the  Red  Sea  to  the 
Mediterranean.    They  allege  farther,  that  both  Ovid  and  Pli- 
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ny  make  mention  of  the  island  of  Tn^wbanOf  now  Zumatra  * 
which  is  under  the  line. 

AH  this  however  is  nothinc  to  the  purp<  :e.  The  expres- 
sion of  Seneca  is  not  applicable;  for  his  proposed  discovery 
is  towards  the  north,  whereas  ours  is  to  the.'  westwards.  The 
coasting  of  Africa,  as  said  to  have  bee  i  performed  by  the - 
ancients,  b  widely  different  from  traversins  the  vast  ocean,  as 
was  accomplished  by  Columbus,  and  by  me  Spaniards  after 
his  example.  If  any  notice  is  due  to  ancient  hints,  that  onlv 
is  worthy  of  observation  which  we  find  in  the  twenty-eighth 
chapter  of  the  book  of  Job,  in  which  it  seems  predicted  that 
God  would  keep  this  new  world  concealed  from  the  knowledge 
of  men,  until  it  should  please  his  inscrutable  providence  to 
bestow  its  dominion  to  the  Spaniards.  No  attention  is  due  to 
the  opinions  of  those  who  would  endeavour  to  establish  the 
Ophir  of  the  Scriptures  in  Peru,  and  who  even  allege  that  it 
was  called  Peru  at  the  time  when  the  holy  text  was  penned. 
For,  neither  is  that  name  .  f  Peru  so  ancient,  nor  does  it  pro- 

fierly  belong  to  that  great  country  as  its  universal  i^pellation. 
t  has  been  a  general  practice  among  discoverers  to  apply 
names  to  new  found  ports  and  lands.  Just  as  occasion  ofiered, 
or  accident  or  caprice  directed  ;  and  accordingly,  the  Spa- 
niards who  made  the  first  discovery  of  that  kingaom,  t^plied 
to  it  the  name  of  the  river  they  first  landed  at,  or  that  of  the 
cacioue  who  governed  the  district.  Besides,  the  similarity  of 
words  is  too  trivial  a  circumstance  on  which  to  establish  a 
foundation  for  a  superstructure  of  such  importance.  The 
best  informed  and  most  iudicious  historians  affirm,  that 
Ophir  was  in  the  East  Indies:  For,  if  it  had  been  in  Peru,^ 
Solomons  fleet  must  necessarily  have  run  past  the  whole  of 
the  East  Indies  and  China,  and  across  the  immense  Pacific 
ocean,  before  it  could  reach  the  western  shore  of  the  new 
world ;  which  is  quite  impossible.  Nothing  can  be  more  cer- 
tain than  that  the  fleet  of  Solomon  went  down  the  Red  Sea ; 
and  as  the  ancients  were  not  acquainted  with  those  arts  of 
navigation  which  are  now  used,  they  could  not  launch  out  into 
the  ocean  to  navigate  no  far  from  land ;  neither  could  those 
distant  regions  be  attained  to  by  a  land  journey.  Besides, 
we  are  told  that  they  carried  from  Ophir  peacocks  and  ivory, 
articles  that  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  new  world.  It  is 
therefore  bi-lieved  that  it  was  the  island  of  Taprobona,  from 
whence  all  those  valuable  commodities  were  carried  to  Jerusa- 

Igiti  * 
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<  Trapobaiia,  or  rather  Taprobana,  is  assuredly  Ceylon,  not  Sumatra.— E. 
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lem;  iuid  the  amciehts  may  have  very  juajtly  ddled  their  dis- 
covery the  neo)  worldf  to  express  its  vast  extent,  because  it 
contained  as  much  land  as  was  before  known,  and  aiko  because 
its  productions  differed  so  much  from  those  of  our  parts  of 
the  earth,  or  the  old  world.  This  exphuiation  agrees  with  the 
expressions  of  Seneca  and  St  Jerome. 
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Of  the  Motives  which  led  Columbus  to  believe  that  there  "were 
unkfumm  Countries. 

The  admiral  Christopher  Columbus  had  many  reasons  for 
being  of  opinion  that  there  were  new  lands  which  might  be 
discovered.  Being  a  great  cosmographcr,  and  well  skilled  m 
navigation,  he  considered  that  the  heavens  were  circular,  mov- 
ing round  the  earth,  which  in  conjunction  with  the  sea,  con- 
stitute a  globe  of  two  elements,  and  that  all  the  land  that  was 
then  known  could  not  comprise  the  whole  earth,  but  that  a 
great  part  must  have  still  remained  undiscovered.  Tlie  mea. 
sure  of  the  circumference  of  the  earth  being  360  degrees, 
or  6S00  leagues,  allowing  17 ;  leagues  to  the  degree, 
must  be  all  inhabited,  since  God  hath  not  created  it  to  lie  waste. 
Although  many  have  questioned  whether  there  were  land  or 
water  aoout  the  poles,  still  it  seemed  requisite  that  the  earth 
should  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  water  towards  the 
antarctic  pole,  which  it  was  known  to  have  at  the  arctic.  He 
concluded  likewise  that  all  the  five  zones  of  the  earth  were 
inhabited,  of  which  opinion  he  was  the  more  firmly  persuaded 
nfler  he  had  mailed  into  75  degrees  of  north  latitude.  He 
also  concluded  that,  ns  the  Portuguese  had  sailed  to  the  south- 
wards, the  same  might  be  done  to  th  >  westwards,  where  in  ail 
reason  land  ought  to  be  found :  And  having  collected  all  the 
tokens  that  had  been  observed  by  mariners,  which  made  for 
his  purpose,  he  became  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  were 
many  lands  to  Uie  westwards  of  Cabo  Verde  and  the  Canaries, 
and  that  it  was  practicable  to  sail  over  the  ocean  for  their  dis- 
covery ;  because,  sin^e  the  world  is  round,  all  its  parts  must 
necessarily  be  so  likewise.  All  the  earth  is  so  fixed  that  it  can 
never  fail ;  and  the  sea,  though  shut  in  by  the  land,  preserves 
its  rotundity,  without  ever  faUing  away,  being  preserved  in  its 
position  by  attraction  towards  the  centre  of  gravity.  By  the 
.    •      .  ,,c         ,,    .4  ■  ..       consideration 
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coifsi^erMfon  of  many  natural  reasons,  and  '>«/ perceiving  that 
not  above  the  third  part  of  a  great  circle  ot  tlic  sphere  was 
diiflcoveredt  bieing  tlw  extent  eastwt^rds  froin  Cabo  Verde  to 
^e  fartliest  then  Hnown  land  of  ladia,  h^^  concivKled  duit 
^htn*?  reiaaioed  nuoh  room  for  firther  discoveries  by  .aiiiri<|; 
to  the  westwards,  till  thny  should  come  to  inoct  with  tlxrse. 
lands  then  known,  the  ends  whereof  to  the  eastwards  had  iv,;t 
been  yet  exploral.  In  this  opinion  he  was  much  confirmed 
by  his  friend  Miirtin  de  Bohemia  %  a  Portuguese  and  an  able 
cosmograplier;  a  native  of  the  island  of  Foyal. 

Many  other  *.  a  *:umstances  concuned  to  encourage  Co- 
lumbus in  the  mighty  entei  prize  of  discovery  towards  the 
west,  by  discoursing  with  &  ^o  who  used  to  sail  to  the  west- 
wflo'dsf  pairtic<i^it'ly  to  the  kiUiUbt  oi  !'>.c  Azoifs.  In  particu- 
lar, Martin  Vincrnte  assured  hm),  ihnti  having  been  on  one 
^ocosion  450  lea<<uef.  to  the  w  ;>  /ards  of  Cape  St  Vincent, 
be  took  up  a  piece  of  woo<i  wiiich  w.is  very  artificially 
wrought,  and  yet  wus  supposed  not  to  have  been  fashioned 
with  tools  of  ircm  :  Ami,  because  the  wind  had  blown  many 
^;)vs  from  the  west,  he  inferred  that  tiiis  piece  of  wood  roust 
have  drifted  from  eon^i^  land  in  that  direction.  Peter  Correa, 
who  I 'id  married  the  M&t«>r  of  Colurabuses  wife,  likewise  asr 
sured  i>i ri,  that  he  had  seen  another  piece  of  wood  similarly 
wrought,  which  had  been  drifted  by  the  west  winds  upon 
the  i^and  <  >r  Puerto  Santo ;  and  that  canes  also  had  oeea 
Seated  thithi?  .  of  such  a  size  that  every  joint  could  contaia 
a  gallon  of  liquor.  Columbus  had  farther  heard  mention 
miulc  of  these  cnnes  by  the  king  of  Portugal,  who  had  some 
of  them,  which  he  ordered  to  be  shewn  to  the  admiral, 
who  eoii<  luded  that  they  must  have  been  drifted  frcm  India 
by  the  west  wind,  more  especially  as  there  are  none  such  in 
Europe.  He  was  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  as  Pto- 
lemy, in  the  1 7th  chapter  of  the  first  book  of  his  cosmography, 
describes  such  canes  an  being  found  in  India.  He  was  likewise 
informed  by  some  of  the  inhiibitants  of  the  Azores,  that 
when  the  wind  continued  long  and  violent  irom  the  west  and 
north-west,  the  seft  used  to  throw  pine  trees  on  the  coasts  of 
the  isles  of  Gracioso  and  Fnyali  in  which  no  trees  of  ^at 
sort  grow.  The  sea  once  cast  two  dead  bodies  on  the  coast 
•f  Fk^res,  having  very  broad  faces,  and  quite  different  fea- 
tures ii'om  those  of  the  Christians.  Two  canoes  were  seen 
lit  another  time,  having  several  articles  in  them,  which  might 
■^r-:?  *■  "jv-if  nave 

-r,f*^  1  This  is  the  person  usually  called  Bchain. — E. 
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la^-i  been  dxvtea  out  hr  ito  bj^  die  force  of  the  i«nicl>  whilft 
posdint,'  fr(mr  one  idind  toanotkier^  and  ^enctf  t<^  the  Azores. 
Ailtim'i;^  Leiiie,  who  had  married  in  Madehw^  dedared  that 
!ie  o  ;( .  run  a  oonsidbrable  way  to  the  westwards  c^  that 
island  rn  bis cavavfel^  andfanciea  that  he  saw  three  islands f- 
aad  mftny  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gotnerai^  Hie^ro^  and  the 
AmreSy  afirmed  that  they  every  year  daw  tekmds  to  the  westn 
wat(!.^^  These  were  considered  by  Cohinabus  as  the  same 
wi>.h  those  mentioned  by  Pfiny  in  biff  Natural  History,  where 
h\3saytij  "  That  the  sea  to  the  northwards  euts  off  some  pieces 
of  woods  from  the  land  ^  and  the  roots  being,  very  large,  they 
drift  on  tlie  Water  like  floats,  and  looked'  at  a  distance  like 
iskuids."  r 

iff  the  yew  1484,  an  inhabitant  of  the  island  of  Madeira 
asked  permission  from  the  king  of  Portugal  to  go  upon  the 
discovery  of  a  country,  which  be  declared  he  saw  every  year 
exactly  in  the  some  portion,  agreeable  to  what  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  people  of  the  Azores*  On  these  accounts,  the 
ancient  sea-charts  laid  down  certain  islandtt  in  these  seas, 
which  they  called  Antilla^  and  pkced  them  about  200  leagues 
west  from  the  Canaries  and  Azores ;.  which  the  Portuguese 
believed  to  be  the  island  of  the  Sevm  Cities,  the  fame  o£ 
which  has  occasioned  many  to  ccmimit  great  iblly  from  co>«v 
vetousncss,  by  spending  much  money  to  no  purixMe^  The 
story  is,  that  this  island  of  the  Seven  Cities  was  peopled  by 
those  who  fled  from  the  persecution  of  the  i»^ek,  when 
Spain  was  conquered  by  the  Moorst.  in  the  reign  of  king 
Roderick ;  when  seven  bishops  embarked  with  a  gt^eat  num- 
ber of  people,  and  arrived  in  that  island,  whoiv  (hvy  burnt 
their  ships  to  prevent  any  one  from  thinki>^  tv>  ivtui-n,  and 
each  of  tne  bishops  built  a  separate  city  tor  ^  fKx'k.  It  was 
reported,  that  in  the  days  of  Princt  HeM^  of  t^utugal,  one 
of  bis  ships  was  driven  by  a  storm  up^Mi  tW  island,  where 
the  natives  carried  the  sailors  to  chuiv^h,  tx>  see  whether  they 
were  Christians  oliserving  the  Roman  ceremonies;  an<^ 
finding  them  to  be  so,  desired  th«m  to  remun  titt  their  lonl 
should  come ;  but,  fearing  they  m^^ht  bum  their  riiip  and 
detain  them,  the  Portuguese  retursK^  well  pleMed  into  Poi>- 
togal^  expecting  a  considenMbfe  reward  from  the  prince.  He» 
however,  reproved  them  tor  bringing  so  imperfect  an  account, 
and  ordered  them  to  return )  which  the  master  and  saik>rs 
dared  not  attempt,  bwt  left  the  kingdom,  and  were  never 
IQore  heard  of.    It  is  added,  that  these  sailors,  while  in  the 
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yand  of  ibe  Seven  Cities,  gathered  some  sand  for  their  ooofc> 
room,  which  turned  out  to  be  partly  gold.  Some  adventu- 
rers from  Pcntugal,  allured  by  this  report,  went  out  for  the 
Surpose  of  prosecuting  this  discovery,  one  of  whom  was 
ames  de  Tiene,  and  the  pilot  was  James  Velasquez  of  Pales. 
This  man  aflfirmed  to  Columbus,  at  the  monastery  of  St  Ma- 
ria de  Rabida,  that  llicy  Uiuk  a  departure  from  Fyal,  and 
failed  1 .50  leagues  to  the  south-west,  and  at  their  return  dis<i 
Govired  the  island  of  Flores,  following  many  birds  flying  in 
that  directiuu,  which  they  knew  wiiUi  mil  wul^i  liiwl.  He 
next  said,  that  they  sailed  so  far  to  the  north-west,  that  Cape 
Clare  of  Ireland  bore  east  of  them }  where  they  found  the 
west  wind  blowing  hard,  yet  with  a  smooth  sea,  which  they 
believed  was  occasioned  by  the  nearness  of  some  land  shel- 
tering the  sea  from  the  violence  of  the  wind )  but  that  they 
dared  not  to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  it  being  then  the 
month  of  August,  and  they  feared  the  approach  of  winter. 
This  is  said  to  have  happened  forty  years  before  Columbus 
disoovert'd  the  West  Indies. 

A  sailor  belonging  to  Port  8t  Marv  affirmed,  that  in  a 
voyage  to  Ireland  he  saw  a  country  to  the  westward,  which 
he  imagined  to  have  been  Tartary  j  but  which  has  since 
turned  out  to  be  Bacallaost  being  a  part  of  Canada,  but 
could  not  attain  the  coast  by  reason  of  stormy  weather  *.  Pe- 
ter de  Velasco  of  Galicii<  oeclared,  that,  in  a  voyave  to  Ire- 
land, he  stood  so  fiir  to  the  northward  that  he  saw  land  west 
from  that  island.  Vincent  Diaz,  a  Portuguese  pilot  of  Ta- 
vira,  said  that  one  morning,  on  his  return  from  Guinea,  he 
thought  he  saw  an  island  under  the  parallel  of  Madeira. 
Diaz  discovered  the  secret  to  a  merchant,  who  procured  the 
leave  of  the  king  of  Portugal  to  fit  out  a  ship  for  the  disco- 
very, and  sent  advice  to  his  brother  Francis  de  Cazana  to  fit 
out  one  at  heville,  and  put  it  under  the  command  of  Diaz. 
But  Francis  Cazana  refiising,  Diaz  returned  to  Tercera, 
where  he  procured  a  ship,  with  the  assistance  of  Luke  de 
Cazana,  and  went  out  two  or  three  times  above  an  hundred 
Jeagues  to  the  west,  but  found  nothing.  To  these  may  be 
added,  the  attempts  made  by  Caspar  and  Michael  de  Cor- 
tereal,  sons  to  him  who  discovered  tne  island  of  Teriera  |  but 
they  were  lost  in  searching  for  this  land.  Yet  all  these  par- 
ticulars contributed  to  encourage  Columbus  to  undertake  the 
enterprizc)  for,  when  Providence  has  decreed  the  accom- 
plishment 
8  Rather  Newfoundland.— £. 
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Section  III. 

Columbus  praposei  his  Design  to  the  King  and  Qjieen  of 

taiui  whichf   after  many  BepulseSf   is  adapted  btf  the 
teen  '.  ;i 

The  reason  why  Columbus  gave  the  name  of  Indies  to 
thone  new  found  countries,  was  on  purpose  to  excite  the 
princes  he  haa  to  deal  with  to  fall  into  his  proposals,  as  he 
proposed  to  find  gold,  silver,  and  pearls,  and  those  drugs 
and  spices  which  are  not  produce^  in  our  countries,  and 
therefore  he  concluded,  that  his  discoveries  might  vie  with 
«  the  East  Indies,  give  roiutation  to  his  design,  andadd  weight 
to  his  proposals.  Besides,  it  was  his  design  to  discover  the 
east  by  way  of  the  west  |  and  as  the  £ast  Indies  lay  in  the 
remotest  part  of  the  east,  going  eastwards,  which  he  meant 
to  dlHtover  in  a  w»8|ern  course,  U  might  well  be  called  India. 
After  tile  actual  uiseovery,  ana  when  both  New  l^ain  and 
Pe-'u  were  found  out,  the  name  was  made  plural,  and  the 
new  world  was  idled  the  West  Indies.  These  West  Indies 
are  the  countries  comprehended  within  the  limits  assioned  to 
the  crown  of  Castile  and  Leon,  consistins  of  one  henurohere, 
or  half  the  globe,  being  180  degrees  m  longitude.  These 
limits  commenced  at  a  meridian,  30  or  40  decrees  westwards 
from  that  of  the  city  of  Toledo,  and  proceeded  from  thence 
to  the  west  I  so  that  allowing  17|  leagues  to  a  degree,  this 
allotment  contains  3700  Spanish  leagues  in  breadth,  between 
east  and  west  ^  i 

Columbus,  whom  the  Spaniards  call  Colon,  to  adapt  bis 
name  to  their  language,  was  born  in  Genoa,  his  fathers 
name  being  Dominick.  As  to  the  original  of  his  family, 
some  derive  it  from  Placentia,  others  from  Cucureo,  a  tovm 
on  the  coast  near  that  city,  others  from  the  lords  of  the 
castle  of  Cucaro,in  Montferrat,  near  Alexandria  de  la  Pagla. 
In  94)0,  the  Emperor  Otho  II.  confirmed  to  the  brothers 
X  and 

:  1  We  have  here  omitted  two  sections  of  very  uninteresting  cosmognphical 
observations  on  the  antipodes,  the  torrid  zone,  the  climate  of  the  Wee* 
tern  hemisphere,  and  the  peopling  of  America. — ^£. 

2  The  author  or^  translator  has  here  committed  a  material  arithmetical 
MTfor  i  as  180  degrees,  multiplied  by  17^,  only  produce  3150  leagues.— E. 
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and  earls)  Peter,  Jolin^  and  Alflxandei'  Cokmbtist  ^  *etll 
and  feudal  estates  which  they  possessed  in  the  KbeitiM  (Vf  the 
cities  of  Aqui,  Savona,  Asti,  Montferrat,  Turin,  Vercelli, 
Parma,  Cremona,  and  Bergamo,  with  all  the  rest  they  held 
in  Italy.  By  other  records,  it  appears  that  the  Columbi  of 
Cucaro,  Cucureo,  and  Placentia,  were  the  same  j  and  that 
the  before-mentioned  emperor  granted,  in  the  same  year  940, 
to  the  same  th?ee  brothers,  the  castles  of  Cucaro,  Cowzafta, 
Rosicnano,  and  others,  with  the  fourth  part  of  BNi^o, 
which  belonged  to  the  empire.  This  sufficiently  demonstrates 
the  antiquity  and  importance  of  the  family.  When  Very 
yoong^  ChristofAer  Columbus  came  into  Spiiiti,  or  Pbrtifgal 
rather,  to  seek  his  fortune  like  o\her  men.  He  there  mar> 
ried  Donna  Philippa  Mofiix  de  Perestr^tto,  by  whom  be  hod 
one  soRy  Don  James  Columbus ;  and  afterwards,  by  a  siecond 
wife,  Donna  Beatrix  Henrique^  of  the  city  of  CordoV^^  htf 
bad  another  son,  Don  Ferdinand  ColuOabus,  agenftleuiMr 
enseilently  quidifted  and  irell  learned. 

Being  entirely  totivinced  that  there  were  new  hitth  ttv 
discorer,  which  he  had  been  long  revolting  in  bis  mind,  ho 
at  length  determined  to  attempt  cai'ryiftg  his  desigrt  into  exe-' 
cution )  but  knowing  that  such  an  undertaking  was  fit  oAly 
for  some  sovereign  prince  of  state,  he  made  the  profKXsal,  in 
the  first  place,  to  the  rq>ublk:  of  Genoa,  wkere  it  wae  looked 
upon  as  a  chiflMera.  He  then  communicated  hk  design  to 
John  II.  of  Portugal,  who  gave  him  a  favourable  bearing, 
but  was  so  rnmh  oecopied  with  the  discoveries  along  tne 
western  coast  of  Africa,  that  he  was  imwiNing  to  engage  in 
another  entcrprize  of  so  much  importance.  King  Jolin, 
however,  referred  the  matter  to  three  persons  on  whom  he 
fUmed  great  reliance  in  matters  rdating  to  cosmography  and 
discoveiy ;  one  of  these  was  Don  James  Ortez,  bishop  of 
Ceuta  who  was  a  Spaniard,  bom  at  Caksadilla  iH  the  com- 
mandary  of  St  Jago,  and  commonly  called  the  Doctor  Cal- 
zadiUa ;  the  other  two  were  Roderick  and  Joseph,  two  Jeww 
ish  physicians.  These  persons  pretended  to  consider  the 
design  of  Cdumbus  as  wild  and  impracticabk> ;  yet,  after 
hearing  his  reasovrings,  and  an  accoiMt  of  the  co*  "se  he  pM- 
posed  to  steer,  they  advised  the  king  to  send  oui  a  caraVel 
upon  the  discovery,  giving  out  that  it  was  destined  for  Cabo 
Verdet  This  was  doiie  accordingly,  and  the  vessei  went  mor- 
ny  leagves  to  the  westwards ;  but,  Encountering  severe  SCotms, 
it  returned  without  effecting  any  discovery,  and  holding  out 
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the  notions  of  Columbus  to  ridicule.     He,  not  ignorant  <>f 
this  underhand  dealing,  was  much  oilended ,  and  hia  wife 
beii^  dead,  he  took  a  great  aversion  to  Portugal,  and  re- 
>'     solved  upon  goine  into  Spain  to  oSkr  bis  schemes  at  that 
•4#  court.     Lest  he  miffht  be  treated  there  as  he  had  been  in 

.!  j  Portugal,  he  sent  his  brother  Bai*tholomew  Columbus  irtto 
£nghmd,  where  Henry  VIL  then  reigned^  But  Bartholo- 
mew spent  much  time  by  the  way,  being  taken  hj  pirates ; 
and  after  his  release  and  arrival  in  England,  he  bad  to  star 
a  long  time  before  he  lewnt  how  to  solicit  the  affair  with 
which  he  was  entrusted.  In  the  mean  time,  Don  Chribtopfacr 
Columbus  departed  privately  from  Portugal  in  1484r  for  An- 
dalusii'n  knowing  that  the  king  of  Porti^al  was  sensible  that 
his  scheme  was  well  grounded,  and  was  satisfied  the  people 
of  the  caravel  had  not  done  their  duty,  so  that  he  still  inclin- 
ed to  consult  farthtf  respecting  the  entcrprize.  Columbus 
landed  at  Palos  de  Moguer,  whence  he  went  to  the  court  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  or  Elizabeth,  king  and  queen  of 
Spain,  then  at  Cordova,  leaving  his  son  James  in  the  mo- 
nastery of  Rabida,  half  a  league  from  Palos,  under  the  care 
of  John  Perez  de  M  archena,  the  father  guardian  of  that  house, 
who  was  learned  in  humanity,  and  had  some  skill  in  cosmo- 
graphy. 

On  his  arrival  at  Cordova,  Columbus  made  known  the 
olnect  of  his  journey,  and  found  most  encouragement  from 
Alonso  de  Quintanilla  comptroller  of  Castile,  a  wise  man  and 
fond  of  great  undertakings,  who,  finding  Columbus  a  man 
of  worth  and  merit,  invited  him  to  his  table,  without  which 
he  could  not  have  subsisted  during  his  tedious  solicitation. 
Afler  some  time,  their  Catholic  majesties,  so  far  listened  to 
the  proposal,  as  to  refer  it  to  Ferdinand  de  Talavera,  prior 
of  Prado,  and  confessor  to  the  queen,  who  afterwards  became 
the  first  Christian  archbishop  of  Granada.  Columbus  was 
called  before  an  assembly  of  cosmographers,  of  whom  there 
were  few  then  in  Spain,  and  those  none  of  the  ablest  {  and 
besides  the  admiral  was  unwilling  to  explaih  Iiimself  too  un- 
reaervedly^  lest  he  might  be  served  as  already  in  Portugal ; 
\rhereftire  the  remilt  of  thisi  consultation  was  adverse  to  his 
expectations  and  wishes.  Some  said,  that  as  there  had  been 
so  many  persons  well  skilled  in  maritime  aSMn  in  all  ages  of  the 
world,who  never  dreamt  of  those  lands  which  Columbus  endea- 
voufed  to  persuade  them  he  should  find,  it  was  not  to  be  ima^ 
pWj  ■^■■'■v   '    ■■      r .  ^  ■■■    ■      _  .   j;^  ...  _.,■  ,.  ,   gined 
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gined  that  he  was  wiser  than  all  who  had  gone  before  his  time/ 
Others  allc;ged  that  the  world  was  so  large,  that  it  would  re* 
quire  a  voyage  of  three  years  at  least,  to  reatih  those  farthest 
parts  of  the  east  to  which  Columbus  proposed  to  sail  j  and 
quoted  Seneca  in  confirmation  of  their  opinion,  who  says, 
**  That  wise  men  were  divided  whether  the  ocean  might  not 
be  of  infinite  extent,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  sail 
across  its  bounds;  and,  even  if  navigable,  it  was  questionable 
if  there  ^ere  any  inhabited  land  beyond,  or  if  there  were  a 
possibility  of  gomg  to  such  a  distance."    Thev  farther  alleged 
that  no  other  part  of  our  globe  was  inhabited,  except  that 
small  parcel  which  existed  above  the  water  in  our  hemisphere^ 
all  the  rest  being  sea :  Yet  they  conceded,  that,  if  it  were 
found  practicable  to  go  from  Spain  to  the  farthest  parts  of 
the  world  eastwards,  it  must  likewise  be  granted,  the  same 
might  be  done  by  a  western  course.     Others  contended,  that 
should  Columbus  sail  directly  westwards,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  him  ever  to  get  back  to  Spain,  owing  to  the  rotun- 
dity of  the  globe ;  for,  whoever  should  go  beyond  the  hemis- 
phere known  to  Ptolemy,  must  necessarily  aescend  so  much 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  return,  which  in  that  case 
woukl  be  like  climbing  up  a  steep  mountain.    Although  Co- 
lumbus answered  all  tneir  objections,  they  could  not  compre- 
hend his  reasonings,  and  the  assembly  declared  his  project 
to  be  vain  and  impracticable,  and  unbecoming  the  majesty 
of  such  mightv  princes  to  be  undertaken  on  such  trivial  in- 
formation.    Thus,  after  much  time  spent  in  vain,  their  Ca- 
tholic majesties  ordered  Columbus  to  be  informed,  that,  be- 
ing engaged  in  several  wars,  particularly  in  the  conquest  of 
Granada,  they  could  not  then  venture  upon  other  expences ; 
but,  when  that  was  over,  they  would  again  examine  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  so  dismissed  him.  "^ 
Having  received  this  mortifying  answer,  Columbus  went 
away  to  Seville,  much  discontented,  after  having  spent  five 
years  at  court  to  no  purpose.    He  then  had  his  project  made 
known  to  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  and  as  some  say,  to 
the  Duke  of  Medina  Celi  likewise ;  and  being  r^ected  by 
them,  he  wrote  to  the  king  of  France  on  the  sul^ect,  and 
intended,  if  rejected  by  the  French  court,  to  have  gone  over 
himself  into  England  in  search  of  his  brother,  firom  whom  he 
had  not  heard  of  a  long  while.     Having  formed  this  resolu- 
tion, ii9.  went  to  the  monastery  of  Rabida,  intending  to  place 
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his  son  in  CordoTa  during  his  absence  {  and,  having  disco- 
vered the  nature  of  his  designs  to  Father  J.  Perez  w  Mar- 
chena,  it  pleased  God  that  uie  father  guardian  prevailed  on 
him  to  postpone  his  journey.  Associating  with  himself  Oarda 
HernandeK  a  physician,  Perez  and  he  conferred  with  Co* 
lumbtts  on  the  matter ;  and  Hernandez  being  a  f^ulosopher, 
was  much  pleased  at  the  proposed  discovery*  Whereupon 
Father  John  Perez,  who  was  known  to  the  queen  as  having 
sometimes  heard  her  confession,  wrote  to  her  majesty  on  the 
subject,  and  received  orders  to  repair  to  court,  then  at  the 
new  city  of  Santa  Fe  before  Granada,  and  to  leave  Colum-. 
bus  at  Palos,  with  some  hope  of  being  successful.  When 
John  Perez  had  discoursed  with  the  queen,  she  ordered 
S0,000  maravedies  ^  to  be  carried  by  James  Prieto  to  Colum- 
bus at  Palos,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  court. 

On  his  coming  back,  the  prior  of  Prado,  and  the  others 
who  were  joined  with  him  in  commission,  were  still  averse 
from  the  undertaking ;  and  besides,  as  Columbus  demanded 
high  conditions,  among  which  were  to  have  the  titles  of  ad- 
miral and  viceroy  over  all  his  discoveries,  they  thought  he 
required  too  much  in  case  of  success,  and  that  such  a  grant 
would  seem  dishonourable  in  case  of  fiulure.  The  treaty  was 
therefore  again  entirely  broken  o£^  and  Columbus  resolved 
to  go  away  to  Cordova,  in  order  to  proceed  for  France,  be- 
ing positive  not  to  go  to  Portu«d  on  any  account.  Alonzo 
de  ^uintanilla,  ana  Lewis  de  Santangel,  who  was  clerk  of 
the  green  cloth  to  the  crown  of  Arragun,  were  much  concern- 
ed that  this  enterprize  should  be  laid  aside,  and  at  their  re- 
quest, and  that  of  John  Perez,  Don  Pedro  Gonzalez  de 
Mendoza  heard  what  Columbus  had  to  say  on  the  subject, 
with  which  he  was  well  pleased,  valuing  him  as  a  man  of 
worth.  But  the  adverse  party  still  objected  that  Columbus 
ventured  nothing  of  his  own  on  this  discovery,  requiring  to 
be  made  admiral  of  a  fleet  by  their  Catholic  majesties,  v^^ile 
it  would  be  no  loss  to  hfm  even  if  the  enterprize  should  fail. 
To  this  he  answered,  that  he  would  be  at  an  eighth  part  of 
thj?  e^^nce,  provided  he  were  entitled  to  a  proportional 
ife.  share 
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3  This  sum  does  not  much  exceed  ten  pounds  of  our  nreseat  money ; 
yet  in  these  days  was  thought  a  gift  worthy  of  a  queen.^<!nurchill. 

The  value  of  money  must  then  have  been  much  greater  than  now,  per- 
haps ten  times  i  in  which  case  this  supply  may  have  been  equal  to  about  an 
hundred  guineas  in  efTective  value.— £. 
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^are  in  the  profits.  Yet  nothmg  was  coneladed ;  whereopon 
Colambtts  lell  the  city  of  Santa  re  in  January  1492,  in  great 
perj^ekity,  on  his  way  for  Cordova.  That  same  day,  Lewi» 
de  SaQtangel  represented  to  the  queen,  that  he  was  astonish- 
ed she*  tvuo  had  ever  shewn  much  genius  for  great  under- 
takings, should  here  fail  where  so  much  might  be  gained, 
and  so  very  little  could  be  put  to  hazard ;  and,  should  the 
entcrprizc  be  undertaken  by  any  other  prince,  as  ColUmbutf 
affirmed  it  would,  her  majesty  might  easil}'  see  how  great  an 
injury  this  would  prove  to  her  crown,  especially  aj  Columbus 
seemed  a  person  of  worth,  and  required  no  reward  but  what 
he  should  findt  venturing  even  his  own  person,  and  part  of 
the  charges.  JIc  farther  urged  that  the  thing  was  by  no  means 
of  an  impracticable  nature,  as  represented  by  the  nogra- 
phers,  nor  ought  the  attempt  to  be  considereo  '  i  .discreet, 
even  if  it  should  not  succeed.  Besidt^s,  that  Columbus  only 
demanded  a  million  of  maravedies  ^  to  fit  himself  out  for  the 
expedition;  and  he  therefore  earnestly  entreated  that  eo 
small  a  sum  might  not  obstruct  so  great  an  enterprize.  At 
the  same  time,  the  qu,ecn  was  much  importuned  by  Alonzo 
de  Quintanilla,  who  had  great  credit  with  her  majesty ;  she 
thanked  them  lor  (heir  advice,  and  eaid  she  would  willingly 
embrace  it,  when  she  had  a  little  recovered  from  the  expence 
of  the  war ;  or,  if  they  thought  it  necessary  to  proceed  im- 
mediately, she  was  willing  to  have  the  money  raised  by  pawn- 
ing some  of  her  jewels.  Quintnnilla  and  Santangel  kissed  her 
hand,  and  expressed  their  thanks  that  htr  majesty  had  be«i 
pleased  to  listen  to  their  advice,  after  the  matter  had  been 
refused  by  the  counsel  of  so  many  others  ;  and  Santangel  off 
fercd  to  lend  the  sum  required  out  of  his  own  money.  All 
this  being  settled,  an  alguazil  or  messenger  was  di^atcfaed 
after  Columbus,  with  orders  from  the  queen  for  his  return. 
The  messenger  overtook  him  at  the  bridge  of  Pinos,  two 
leagues  from  Granada;  and,  though  much  concerned  to 
have  been  so  mui^h  slighted,  he  returnc  d  to  the  city  of  Santa 
Fe,  where  he  was  well  received,  and  the  secretary,  Jolm  Co- 
loma,  was  ordered  to  prepare  the  contract  and  instructions, 

after 

4  This  is  little  above  L.3S0  of  oit  money,  according  to  the  present  com- 
putation.    Churchill.  ■''■ 
Probably  equal  in  effective  value  to  L.58O0  in  the  present  time.— 'E. 
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easiness,  in  soliciting  to  have  his  project  undertaken.  u^ 
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Columbus  and  the  Secretary  Coloma  conferred  tc^ethet 
upon  the  oonditiojns,  whidh  he  had  demanded  from  the  begini- 
ning,  and  they  at  Jensth  agreed  to  the  £)Uowijig  ^tides, 
which  were  signed  on  the  17U)  April  14)92. 

1.  Their  Catholic  majesties,  as  sovereigns  of  the  ocean,  do 
fiiom  this  time  constitute  Don  Christopher  Columbus  their  adr 
mira^  throughout  ail  those  islands  or  continents,  th^  by  hia 
means  shall  be  discovered  and  conc|ueredin  the  saidoeean,  for  the 
term  of  his  life,  and  after  his  death  to  his  heirs  and  suecessora 
for  eve -,  with  all  the  immunities  and  prerogatives  bdonguig 
to  the  siud  ofiice,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  uave  been  en^* 
joyed  by  their  admiral,  Don  Alonso  Enriquez,  and  his  pre- 
decessors, within  their  liberties. 

2.  Their  highnesses  do  constitute  and  appoint  the  said  D. 
C.  Columbus  their  viceroy  and  governor-general  of  all  tlie 
islands  or  continents,  which,  as  has  been  said,  he  shall  dis- 
cover and  ^nquer  in  the  said  seas  {  and  that  he  shaU  nomi- 
nate three  persons  for  the  government  of  each  of  them,  of 
whom  their  highnesses  ^all  choose  one. 

3.  Their  highnesses  grant  to  the  said  D.  C  Columbus,  the 
tenth  part  of  all  commodities  whatsoever,  whether  pearls, 
preoious  stones,  gold,  silver,  spice,  or  any  other,  bought, 
baitered,  found,  taken^  or  otherwise  had,  within  the  limits 
of  the  said  admiralty,  the  charges  being  first  deducted  {  so 
that  he  i^all  take  to  liimsdlf  the  said  tenth  part,  to  use,  en- 
joy, and  dispose  of  at  his  pleasure. 

4.  In  cose  any  controversies  shall  arise  on  account  of  the 
commodities  he  may  bring  from  the  said  islanus  or  countries, 
so  conquered  or  discovered  as  aforesaid,  or  on  account  of 
those  here  taken  of  other  merchants  in  exchange  for  these, 
in  the  place  where  the  said  trade  shall  be  settled ;  If  it  shall 
belong  of  right  to  the  admiral  to  try  such  causes,  he  shall  be 
allowed  to  ao  so  by  himself  oi'  deputy,  as  was  allowed  to  the 
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admiral  Don  Alonso  Enriquez,  and  lus  predecessors,  within 
their  districts. 

5.  It  shall  be  lawfUl  for  the  said  D.  C.  Columbus,  when> 
ever  any  ships  are  fitted  out  for  the  aforesaid  trade,  to  con- 
tribute the  eighth  part  of  the  cargo,  and  accordingly  to  re- 
ceive the  eighth  part  of  all  the  produce  in  return. 
Iv  These  articles  were  signed  in  the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  in  the 
plain  of  Oranada ;  with  which,  and  with  the  before-mention- 
ed sum  of  money,  he  departed  from  that  place  on  the  12th 
of  May,  and  leaving  his  sons  at  school  in  Cordova,  he  went 
himself  to  the  port  of  Palos,  in  order  to  expedite  the  prepa- 
rations for  his  voyage,  very  few  of  the  personk  at  court  be- 
lie vlt^  that  he  would  perform  what  he  had  promised.  Their 
Catholic  majesties  having  strictly  enjoined  him  not  to  touch 
at  Guinea,  nor  to  come  within  an  nundred  leagues  of  the 
Portuguese  conquests,  gave  him  letters  patent  to  ful  kings  and 
princes  in  the  world,  requiring  them  to  receive,  honour,  and 
relieve  him  as  their  admiral.  He  chose  Palos,  as  a  place 
where  there  were  many  experienced  seamen,  and  because  he 
had  friends  among  them ;  as  also  for  the  sake  of  John  Perez 
de  Marchena,  who  greatly  assisted  him  in  this  affair,  by  dis- 
posing the  minds  of  the  seamen  to  accompany  him,  as  they 
were  very  unwilling  to  venture  upon  an  unknown  voyage. 
He  had  orders  for  the  town  of  Palos  to  furnish  him  with  two 
caravels,  with  which  that  place  was  obliged  to  serve  the  crown 
during  three  months  of  every  year.  He  fitted  out  a  third 
vessel  as  admiral,  which  he  called  the  St  Mary,  The  se- 
cond was  named  the  Pinta^  commanded  by  Martin  Alonso 
Finzon,  having  his  brother,  Francis  Martinez  Pinzon  as 
master  or  pilot ;  and  the  third.  La  Vinna^  which  had  latinc 
or  triangular  sails,  was  commanded  by  Vincent  Yanez  Pin- 
zon, who  was  both  captain  and  pilot.  Thispei'son  advanced 
half  a  ipiliion  of  maravedies,  for  the  eighth  part  of  the  charges 
of  the  expedition  ',  the  family  of  the  Pinzons  I)eing  of  the 
first  rank  in  Palos,  very  wealthy,  and  excellent  sailors  j 
the  common  mariners,  through  their  example  and  influence, 
u^\^'>.^U,'!^^i'■//i■iy''■  r>;',t't7''> ..;,...  •■■-.     became 


1  This  is  about  L.360.-* Churchill 


E^ual  probably  to  about  L.3600  of  our  present  money  in  efiective  value : 
>ut  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  eighth  par 


But  ft  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  eighth  part  of  this  small  armament 
should  Tcsquire  so  large  a  sum,  which  would  extend  the  total  amount  to 
L,S080  of  solid  money,  equal  in  efficacy  to  L.S20,8uo  in  our  times :  and, 
boudes  the  crown  had  only  advanced  L.9i20,  equally  to  L.  H'lQo,  as  its  eon« 
fribotion  for  seven  eighths. — E. 
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became  willing  to  engage  in  the  voyage,  which  at  first  they 
were  much  averse  from. 

■  The  vessels  being  ready  for  sea,  were  supplied  with  provi- 
sions for  one  year,  and  took  on  board  a  complement  ot  nine- 
ty men,  most  of  whom  were  inhabitants  of  Palos,  except  some 
friends  of  Colugibus,  and  a  few  servants  of  the  court.  They 
set  sail  half  an  hour  before  sun-rise  on  the  3d  of  August 
14'92,  going  over  the  bar  of  the  river  Saltes,  on  which 
Palos  is  situated,  and  directing  their  course  for  tl^  Canaries ; 
the  whole  crews  of  all  the  three  vessels,  after  the^iimple  of 
Columbus,  having  previously  made  contiession-^dtf  their  sins, 
and  partaken  of  the  holy  sacrament.  On  the  Ter^  ne«t  day, 
the  rudder  of  the  caravel  Pinta,  which  Martin  Alon»o  Pin- 
zon commanded,  broke  loose  ;  which  was  suspected  to  have 
happened  by  the  contrivance  of  Gomez  Rascon  and  Christo- 
pher Quintero,  her  owners,  and  serving  as  seamen  on  board, 
because  they  went  on  the  voyage  against  their  iucUnation, 
and  had  endeavoured  to  throw  obstacles  in  its  way  before 
setting  out.  This  obligetl  the  Pinto  to  lie  to,  and  the  admi- 
ral made  up  to  the  caravel,  though  he  could  not  give  any  aid, 
on  purpose  to  encourage  the  men.  Martin  Alonso  Pinzon  be- 
ing an  experienced  seaman,  soon  fastened  the  rudder  in  such  a 
manner  with  ropes  as  enabled  her  to  continue  the  voyage :  But 
on  the  Tuesday  following,  it  broke  loose  again  through  the 
violence  of  the  waves,  and  the  whole  of  the  sntall  sc|[uadron 
was  forced  to  lie  to.  This  early  misfortune  might  have  diy- 
couraged  a  superstitious  person,  more  especially  considering 
the  refractory  conduct  of  M.  A.  Pinzon  afterwards.  The 
rudder  was  again  made  fast  as  well  as  they  could ;  and,  con- 
tinuing their  voyage,  they  discovered  the  Canaries  about 
day-break  of  the  Uth  of  August.  After  endeavouring  for 
two  days  to  reach  Gran  Canada,  and  always  baffled  by  con- 
trary winds,  Martin  Alonso  was  left  with  orders  to  proceed 
to  land  as  soon  as  he  could,  to  endeavour  to  procure 
another  ship,  and  the  admiral  went  with  the  other  two  to 
Gomoi'a  with  the  same  view.  Not  finding  any  vessel  for  his 
purpose,  he  returned  to  Gran  Cunaria,  wiiere  he  got  a  new 
rudder  for  the  Pinta,  and  had  her  sails  changed  from  latin^ 
or  triangular,  into  square,  that  )he  might  labour  less,  and  be 
able  more  safely  to  keep  up  with  the  others.  Leaving  Grau 
Can  aria  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  September,  he  returned 
to  Gomera,  where  he  took  in  a  supply  of  flesh,  and  wood 
VOL.  III.  PART  II.  R  and 


1 


,,\.br 


t 


\^ 


f\ 


\  '^ 


.1 


f'3 


9,58 


Heneras  History  tf       I'art  ii.  book  iiv 


>,  '■•, 


and  water,  with  great  haste  in  the  course  of  four  dayi }  at 
he  hod  heard  of  sonic  Portuguese  caravels  cruitdng  in  those 
parts  to  intercept  him,  the  king  of  Portugal  being  much  con- 
cerned to  learn  that  Columbus  had  agreed  with  their  Catho- 
lic majesties,  by  which  he  had  missed  the  opportunity  of  ag- 
grandizing his  own  crown. 

On  Thursday  the  6th  of  September,  Columbus  took  hi» 
final  departure  from  Gomeni,  standing  to  the  westwards  in 
quest  oi  hi;  pro^)osed  discovery,  and  made  but  little  way  for 
wane  of  w!r,.:l:  Yet  they  lost  sight  of  land  next  day,  when 
many  bc>v..'ied  th^ir  state  with  sighs  and  tears,  believing  they 
were  ncvei  niorb  to  see  land  i  but  Columbus  did  all  in  his 
power  to  roise  their  hopes,  by  the  promise  of  success,  and  of 
acquiring  wealth.  That  day  they  ran  eighteen  leagues,  while 
the  admiral  gave  out  they  had  only  advanced  fifteen ;  think- 
ing it  prudent  to  r*  ckon  the  voyage  short,  on  purpose  to  les- 
sen the  apprehensions  of  the  seamen.  On  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, being  150  leagues  to  the  westwards  of  Ferro,  they 
saw  a  tAbAX.  floating  on  the  sea,  that  seemed  to  have  been 
drifted  by  the  cutrent,  which  a  Uttle  farther  on,  they  found 
setting  very  rapidly  to  the  northwards.  On  the  14th  Sep- 
tember, being  50  leagues  more  to  the  «vest,  the  admiral, 
about  night-fall,  perceived  the  n;^edle  to  vary  a  point  west- 
wards, and  somewhat  muve  curly  next  morning.  This  va- 
riation had  never  been  observed  before,  and  therefore  asto- 
nished the  admiral  greatly ;  and  stili  more  so,  three  days  af- 
ter, v;hen  he  had  advanced  100  leagues  farther  to  the  west- 
wards, on  finding  the  needle  to  vary  two  points  in  the  even- 
ing, and  to  point  directly  north  next  mornin^ir.  On  the 
night  of  Saturday  the  15th  September,  Lcing  theu  near  300 
leagues  west  from  Fcrro,  they  saw  a  Hame  of  fire  drop  into 
the  sea,  four  or  five  leagues  S.  W.  fram  the  ships,  the  wea- 
ther being  then  calm,  the  sea  smooth,  and  the  current  set- 
ting to  the  N.  £.  The  people  in  the  Ninna  said  thev  had 
seen  some  water-wagtailv  on  the  day  before^  at  which  they 
much  admired,  considering  that  these  birds  never  go  above 
fifteen  or  twenty  leagues  fram  land.  On  the  next  day,  they 
were  still  more  surprised  at  seeing  some  spots  of  green  and 
yellow  weeds  on  the  surface  of  the  sea,  which  seemed  newly 
broken  off  from  some  island  or  rock.  On  Monday  the  17th( 
they  saw  much  more,  and  many  concluded  they  were  near 
land,  more  especially  ns  a  live  grasshopper  was  seen  on  the 
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weeds.  Others  of  the  companies  alleged  these  weeds  miffht 
come  from  banks  or  rocks  under  water,  and  the  people,  De< 
ginning  to  be  afraid,  muttered  asainst  the  prosecution  of  the 
voyage.  They  now  perceived  that  the  water  was  not  more 
than  half  as  salt  as  usual,  and  that  night  they  saw  many 
tunny  fishes,  which  followed  so  near  the  ships  that  a  man 
belonging  to  the  Ninna  killed  one  with  a  haipoon.  In  the 
morning  the  air  was  temperate  and  delightful,  like  the  April 
weather  of  Andalusia.  When  about  360  leagues  westwards 
of  Ferro,  another  water-wagtail  was  seen ;  and  on  Tiieuday 
the  18th  September,  Martin  Alonso  Pinzon,  being  before  in 
the  Pinta  which  was  an  excellent  sailer,  lay  to  for  the  ad- 
miral, and  reported  that  he  had  seen  a  numerous  ilock  of 
birds  flying  westwards,  from  which  he  had  hopes  of  discover- 
ing land  that  night,  at  about  fifteen  leagues  to  tho  north- 
wards, and  even  iiincied  he  had  seen  it:  But  the  admiral  did 
not  credit  this,  and  would  not  lose  time  by  deviating  from 
his  course  in  search  of  the  supposed  land,  though  all  the 
people  were  much  inHined  to  have  made  the  attempt.  That 
night  the  wind  freshened,  when  they  had  sailed  eleven  days 
always  before  the  wind  to  the  west,  without  ever  having  to 
handle  a  sail.  During  the  whole  course,  the  admiral  con- 
stantly noted  down  every  circumsitance ;  as  the  winds,  the 
fishes,  birds,  and  other  tokens  of  land,  and  continually  kept 
a  good  look  out,  frequently  trying  for  soundings. 


Section  V. 


Contitthation  of  the  Voyage ;  the  signs  of  approaching  land; 
the  people  mutinyf  and  the  Admiral  endeavours  to  appease 
',  them. 

Beinu  altogether  unacquainted  with  the  voyage,  and  seeing 
nothing  but  sky  and  water  for  so  many  days,  the  people  be* 
gan  to  mutter  among  themselves,  as  thinking  their  situation 
desperate,  and  anxiously  looked  out  for  signs  of  land,  no  one 
having  ever  been  so  lar  out  at  sea  as  they  then  were.  On 
Wednesday  i9th  September,  a  sea  gull  came  on  board  the  ad. 
miral,  and  others  appeared  in  the  evening ;  which  raised  their 
hopes  of  land,  believmg  these  birds  did  nut  fiy  far  out  to  sea. 
Throwing  the  lead  with  a  line  of  200  fathoms,  no  ground  was 
found,  but  the  current  was  found  setting  to  thf  S.  W.    On 
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Iliursday  the  20th  two  more  guHs  were  seen  {  some  time  after 
thi^  took  a  black  bird,  having  a  white  spot  on  its  crown  and 
feet  like  a  duck ;  they  killed  a  smal}  fish,  and  sailed  over  large 
quantities  of  weeds.  From  all  which  tokens  the  people  began 
to  pluck  up  fresh  courage.  Next  morning,  three  small  land 
birds  settled  on  the  rigging  of  the  admiral,  where  they  con- 
tinued singing  till  tlie  sun  rose,  when  they  flew  away.  litis 
strengthened  their  hopes  of  land ;  as,  though  the  other  birds 
might  venture  out  to  sea,  those  small  birds  could  not  as  they 
thought,  Ly  lur  from  land.  Some  time  after,  a  gull  was  scon 
flyhig  from  W.  N.  W.  next  afternoon  a  water-wagtail  and 
another  giJ!,  and  more  weeils  to  the  northwards,  which  en- 
coi»iaji>(ril  '.l>em  in  the  belief  that  they  came  from  some  land  not 
§ju  f.T  Yet  these  very  weeds  troubled  them,  as  they  were 
sorr  ii!S  in  such  thick  spots  as  to  impede  the  way  of  the 
ships,  and  ^hey  therefore  avoided  them  as  much  as  possible. 
Next  dp  V  t  <  j  gaw  a  whale,  and  t^n  the  22d  September  some 
birds.  During  three  days  the  winds  were  from  the  S.W. 
which,  though  contrary,  the  admiral  said  were  a  good  sign, 
because  the  ships  having  hitherto  sailed  always  before  the 
wind,  the  men  believed  they  would  never  have  a  fair  wind  to 
return  with.  Notwithstanding  every  encouragement  that  the 
admiral  could  devise,  the  men  grew  mutinous  and  slighted 
him,  raiUng  against  the  king  for  sending  them  on  such  a 
voyage;  while  he  sometimes  endeavoured  to  sooth  them  with 
hopes,  and  at  other  times  threatened  them  with  the  punish- 
ment they  might  look  for  from  the  king,  for  their  cowardice 
and  disobeilience.  On  the  23d,  the  wind  sprung  up  at  W. 
N.W.  with  a  rough  sea,  which  pleased  every  one  j  at  nine  in 
the  morning  a  turtle-dove  flew  athwart  the  odniiral ;  in  the 
aflemoon  a  gull  and  other  white  birds,  and  grasshoppers  were 
seen  among  the  weeds.  Next  day  another  gull  was  seen,  and 
turtle-doves  come  from  the  westwards  j  some  small  fishes  also 
were  seen,  which  were  killed  with  harpoons,  as  they  would 
not  take  bait. 

All  these  tokens  of  land  proving  vain,  the  fears  of  the 
men  increased,  and  they  now  began  to  mutter  openly  that 
the  admiral  proposed  to  make  himself  great  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  lives;  and,  having  now  done  their  duty 
by  venturing  farther  than  any  men  had  ever  done  before, 
they  ought  not  to  seek  their  own  destruction  by  sailing 
onwards  to  no  purpose ;  for,  if  they  should  expend  all  their 
provisions,  they  would  have  none  to  serve  them  on  the  home- 
ward voyage ;  and  the  vessels,  being  already  crazy,  would  ne- 
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ver  hold  out ;  so  that  no  one  would  blame  them  for  returning, 
and  they  .would  be  the  more  readily  believed  at  home,  as  tho 
admiral  had  met  with  much  opposition  at  court.  Some  even 
went  the  length  of  proposing  to  throw  him  overboard,  to  end 
all  controversy,  and  to  give  out  that  he  had  fallen  accidentally 
into  the  sea  while  observing  the  stars.  Thus  the  men  inclin- 
ed more  and  more  to  mutiny  from  day  to  day,  which  greatly 
perplexed  Columbus  j  who  sometimes  soothed  them  with  fair 
words,  and  at  other  times  curbed  their  insolence  with  mena- 
ces ;  often  enumerating  the  increasing  signs  of  land,  and  assur- 
ing them  they  would  soon  find  a  wonderfully  rich  country,  where 
all  their  toils  would  be  amply  rewarded.  They  thus  continued 
so  full  of  care  and  trouble  that  eveiy  day  seemed  a  year,  till 
on  Tuesday  the  29th  September,  Vincent  Yannez  Pinzon, 
while  conversing  with  Columbus,  called  out  Ltand !  Land ! 
"  Sir,  I  demand  my  reward  for  this  news."  He  then  pointed 
to  the  S.  W.  and  shewed  something  that  looked  like  an  island, 
about  25  leagues  from  the  ships.  Though  this  was  after- 
wards believed  to  have  beeivj^  concerted  matter  between  the 
admiral  and  him,  yet  it  Was  then  so  pleasing  to  the  men  that 
they  gave  thanks  to  Go^';  and  the  admiral  pretended  to  be- 
lieve it  till  night,  steering  his  course  in  that  direction  to  please 
the  men. 

Next  morning,  what  seemed  land  turned  out  only  clouds 
or  a  fog-bank,  which  often  looks  like  land ;  and,  with  much 
discontent  the  course  was  again  altered  due  .west,  and  so 
continued  while  the  wind  was  favoui'able.  This  day,  Wed- 
nesday 26th,  they  saw  a  gull,  a  water-wagtail,  and  other 
birds.  Next  morning  another  gull  flew  past  from  the  west 
towards  the  east,  and  they  saw  many  fishes  called  dorados, 
or  gilt-heads,  some  of  which  were  struck  with  harpoons.  An- 
other v.ater-wagtail  passed  very  near  the  ships;  and  the  cur- 
rents were  observed  not  to  run  in  so  strong  a  body  as  before, 
but  to  change  with  the  tides ;  and  there  were  fewer  weeds. 
Friday  28th  September,  they  saw  many  dorados,  and  on  Sa- 
turday a  water- wagtail,  which  is  a  species  of  sea  bird  that 
never  rests,  but  perpetually  pursues  the  gulls  till  they  mute  for 
fear,  which  the  other  catches  in  tho  air.  Of  these  there  are 
great  numbers  about  th(>  Caj)e  Verde  islanils.  Soon  after 
many  gulls  appearcil,  and  numbers  of  flying  lishes.  In  the 
afternoon,  many  weeds  were  seen  stretching  trom  north  to  south, 
also  three  gulls  and  a  water-wagtail  pursuing  them.  The  men 
constantly  allowed  that  the  weeils  were  ii  sign  of  near  land,  but 
alleged  thi^tt  it  was  under  water.  On  Sunday  30th  Septem- 
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b6r,  fottf  w&tcr-wagtailt  caaic  near  the  admiral  at  once,  from 
which  it  was  concluded  the  land  could  not  be  far  o1X.  Many 
weeds  appeared  in  a  line  from  W.K.W.  to  E.S.E)  likewise 
many  oi  those  fishes  which  are  called  emperors  having  a  hard 
skin,  and  not  euod  eating.  Though  the  admiral  carefully 
noted  all  these  circumstances,  he  ceased  not  to  observe  the 
heavens.  He  perceived  that  the  needles  varied  two  points  at 
night->-falI,  and  returned  due  north  in  the  morning,  which 
much  perplexed  the  pilots  j  till  he  told  them  this  proceeded 
frcMn  the  north  stor  moving  round  the  pole,  with  which  gra- 
tuitous explanation  they  were  partly  satisfied,  for  this  hitherto 
unusual  variation  at  buch  a  distance  from  land,  made  them 
^rful  of  some  unknown  danger. 

On  Monday  the  Ist  October,  at  day-break  a  gull  wos  seen, 
and  some  otht  rs  before  noon  resembling  bitterns  i  and  the 
Weeds  how  set  from  east  to  west.  Many  now  feared  they 
might  come  to  some  place  where  the  land  wc.s  so  closely  beiiet 
with  weeds  that  they  might  stick  fust  among  them  and  per'ah. 
This  morning  the  pilot  told  Columbus  that  they  were  588 
kagues  to  the  west  of  Ferro  ;  but  the  admiral  answered  that 
thfey  were  tthly  584,  though  his  reckoning  was  actually  707. 
On  the  Wednesday  following,  the  pilot  of  the  Ninna  reported 
his  westing  to  be  650  leagues ;  and  he  of  the  Pinta  630 ;  in 
all  of  whith  they  had  reckoned  short,  having  trailed  right  be- 
fore the  wind,  but  Columbus  refrained  from  setting  tliem 
right,  lest  he  might  increase  the  dismay  of  the  people,  oy  let- 
ting them  know  how  far  they  were  from  land.  On  the  2d 
October,  they  killed  a  tunny  and  saw  many  other  sorts,  as 
alao  a  white  bird  and  many  grey  ones,  and  the  weeds  looked 
withered,  as  if  almost  reduced  to  powder.  No  birds  appear- 
ing next  dtty,  they  feared  having  passed  some  island  unseen, 
»uppo«ing  all  the  birds  that  appeared  to  have  been  passing 
l>T)m  oBt  itdand  to  another,  and  the  men  were  eager  to  change 
their  coui-se  to  one  hand  or  the  other ;  but  Columbus  did  not 
choose  lo  lose  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  which  served  for  a 
due  west  course,  which  he  particularly  wished,  and  he 
thought  it  Would  lessen  his  reputation  to  sail  up  and  down  in 
searo)  of  land,  which  he  always  asserted  he  was  certain  to 
find.  On  this  the  men  again  mutinied,  which  Was  not  won- 
derful, considering  that  so  many  were  led  by  one  of  whom 
they  had  so  little  linowledge,  and  that  they  had  already  sailed 
kmg  on  so  va«t  an  ocean,  seeing  nothing  but  sky  and  water, 
without  knowing  what  might  be  the  end  of  ail  their  labours. 
But  it  picaeed  God  to  shew  fresh  signs  of  land,  by  which  they 

were 


ciiA^.  u.  aeer.  ▼.    tke  Discovety  of  America, 


263 


were  st^MPfwfiaf  appeased ;  for,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  4th 
October,  they  saw  above  forty  sparrows  and  two  ffuJIs,  which 
came  so  close  lo  the  ships  that  a  sailor  killed  one  with  a  stone ; 
likewise  maiiv  fiying  fishes  were  seen,  some  of  which  f^Il  upon 
the  decks  of  the  ships.  Next  day,  a  guU,  a  water- wafftaii» 
and  many  isparrows  appeared  lo  the  westwards  near  the  Hiips. 
On  Sunday  the  7th  October,  some  signs  of  land  appeared  to 
the  westwards,  yet  none  durst  say  so,  lest  they  might  tor* 
feit  the  annuity  of  10,000  maravedies,  which  had  been  promi- 
sed to  him  who  first  saw  land  ;  and  it  was  provided  that  who« 
ever  shoukl  pretend  to  see  the  land,  if  his  discovery  were  not 
verified  in  three  days,  should  be  ever  after  excluded  from  the 
reward,  even  though  he  should  actually  make  the  discovery  in 
the  sequel.  Yet  those  in  the  Ninna,  which  was  a-head  of  the 
rest,  being  the  best  sailer,  were  so  sure  of  seeing  land 
that  they  fired  a  gun  and  shewed  their  colours  as  a  signal  to 
that  effect  j  but  the  more  they  advanced,  the  appearances  be- 
cnmc  the  less,  and  at  length  vanished  away.  In  this  discon- 
solate condition,  it  pleaded  Gi)d  again  to  comfort  them  with 
the  flights  of  many  birds,  and  among  them  some  which  were 
certainly  land  birds,  and  which  made  for  the  south  west. 
Upon  this,  concludmg  he  could  not  now  be  far  from  land, 
Columbus  altered  his  course  from  west  to  south-west ;  alleg. 
ing  the  difference  was  not  great,  and  thai  the  Portuguese  had 
discovered  most  of  their  lands  by  following  the  flight  of  birds, 
and  that  those  lio  now  followed  took  the  very  direction  in 
which  he  had  always  esfiected  to  find  the  land.  He  added 
that  he  had  always  told  them  he  did  not  expect  to  find  the 
land  till  he  had  sailed  750  leagues  westward  of  the  Canaries, 
wliere  he  expected  to  find  the  island  of  Cipango,  and  must 
certainly  have  been  upon  it  by  this  time ;  but  knowing  it  to 
stretch  north  and  south,  he  had  not  turned  southwards  lest  he 
might  get  foul  of  it ;  yet  he  now  believed  it  to  lie  among  other 
islands  towards  the  left,  in  the  direction  th^se  birds  flew  i 
and  since  they  were  so  numerous,  the  land  must  needs  be 
near.  On  Monds^  the  8th  October,  about  a  dozen  small 
birds  of  several  different  colours  came  to  the  ship,  and  hover- 
ing  a  while  about  it,  afterwards  flew  away,  and  many  others 
were  seen  flying  to  the  south-west.  On  the  same  evening, 
many  large  birds  were  seen,  and  flocks  oif  small  birds,  all 
c(Hning  from  the  northward,  and  many  tunnies  were  seen. 
Next  morning  a  gull  and  some  ducks,  with  many  small  birds 
were  seen,  aU  flying  in  the  same  direction  with  the  former ; 
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besides,  tbe  air  became  more  fresh  and  fragrant,  as  at  Seville 
in  April.  But  the  men  were  now  so  anxious  for  land,  and 
IQ  vexed  at  the  frequent  disappointment  of  their  hopes,  that 
they  reeardt^d  none  ot  these  tokens ;  though,  on  Wednesday 
the  lOtn,  many  birds  were  seen  both  by  day  and  night ;  vet 
neither  the  encouraging  promises  of  the  admiral,  nor  his 
upbniiding  their  cowardice,  could  allay  their  tears,  or  inspire 
them  with  ajjg^  confidence  of  ultimate  success. 


Section  VI 


il 


Admiral  Columbus  discovers  the  Island  of  San  Salvador^  ih^ 
»^.  Coficeptiofif  FerdinandinOf  Isabella^  and  others ;  xtith  a  De- 
1,  scription  oj  ihese  islands^  and  some  account  of  the  Natives. 

It  pleased  God,  when  Columbus  was  no  longer  able  to 
withstand  the  diiscontcnts  and  mutinous  spirit  of  his  men, 
that  in  the  atternoon  uf  Thursday  the  11th  of  October  1492, 
he  was  comfortctl  by  manliest  tokens  of  approaching  land. 
A  green  rubh  was  seen  to  float  past  his  uwn  ship,  and 
a  green  fish  of  that  kind  \i!ncb  is  known  to  be  usually 
pear  rocks.  Tliose  of  the  Vmin  .aw  a  cane  and  a  stallj  and 
took  up  another  curiously  <:  n-a^d,  and  a  piece  of  board,  and 
many  weeds  were  seer,  eviOtsiiy  fvrshtorn  from  the  shore.  The 
people  on  boanl  the  Niima  saw  ijimilar  tokens,  and  a  branch 
of  thorn  with  its  berries,  that  seemed  to  have  been  recently 
torn  from  the  buhh.  All  these  were  strong  indications  of  be- 
ing near  land ;  besides  which  the  lead  now  found  a  bottom 
and  brought  up  sand  ;  and  the  wind  became  unsteady,  which 
was  thought  to  proceed  from  the  nearness  of  the  land.  From 
all  the^e  signs,  Columbus  concluded  that  he  was  now  certain- 
ly near  the  land  he  was  in  search. of ;  and  when  night  came, 
after  evening  prayer  he  made  a  speech  to  his  men,  setting 
forth  the  infinite  goodnes^s  of  God,  who  had  conducted  them 
in  safety  through  so  long  a  voyage.  He  then  gave  orders, 
that  they  should  lay  to  and  watch  ail  night ;  since  they  well 
knew  that  the  first  article  of  their  sailing  instructions  was,  that, 
after  sailing  seven  hundred  leagues  without  finding  land,  they 
should  not  make  sail  between  midnight  and  day-break  ;  and  he 
was  almost  confident  tliey  would  make  the  land  that  night.  On 
purpose  further  to  rou^e  their  vigilance,  besides  putting  them 
in  mind  of  the  promised  annuity  of  10,000  roaravedies  Ircro 
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the  king  to  him  who  might  first  see  landf  he  engaged  to  give 
from  himself  a  velvet  doublet  to  the  discoverer. 

About  ten  o'clock  at  night  of  Thursday  the  1  Ith   October 
1492,  as  Columbus  was  sitting  on  the  poop  of  his  vessel,  he 
espied  a  light ;  on  which  he  privatelv  ^led  upon  Peter  Gu- 
tierrez, a  groom  of  the  kings  privy  chamber,  and  desired  him 
to  look  at  th(>  light,  which  he  said  hei|{^.^   He  then  cr^' 
Roderigo  Sanchez  de  Segovia,  ia^^pfw' of  the  fleet, 
could  not  discern  the  light ;  but  it  wsis .afterwards  seen  t 
and  looked  like  a  candle  which  was'^lifled  up  and  then 
down ;  so  that  Columbus  had  no  doubt  of  it  being  a  real  i. 
on  land,  and  it  afterwards  turned  out  to  have  been  a  light  car- 
ried by  some  people  who  went  from  one  house  to  anotncr. 

About  two  the  next  morning,  the  caravel  Pinta,  being  always 
foremost,  made  a  signal  of  seeing  land,  which  was  first  descried 
by  a  sailor  named  Roilerick  de  Triana,  and  was  then  about 
two  leagues  distant.  But  the  annuity  of  10,000  maravedies, 
promised  in  reward  to  him  who  should  fii'st  discover  land,  was 
afterwards  decreed  by  their  majesties  to  belong  to  the  admi- 
ral, and  was  always  paid  him  from  the  rents  of  the  shambles 
of  Seville  ;  because  he  satv  the  light  in  the  midst  of  darkness^ 
typical  of  the  spiritual  light  they  were  bringing  among  those 
barbarous  people :  For  God  so  ordered  it,  that,  as  soon  as 
the  wars  with  the  Moors  of  Granada  were  ended,  after 
720  years  from  their  first  coming  into  Spain,  this  great 
work  should  begin ;  by  which  the  crown  of  Castile  and  Leon 
mi£;ht  be  continually  employed  in  the  good  work  of  bringing 
inhdels  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Catholic  faith. 

When  day.aj'peared,  on  Friday  the  i2th  October,  they 
perceived  a  flat  island,  fifteen  leagues  in  length,  covered  with 
wood,  abundantly  supplied  with  good  water,  having  a  fresh 
lake  in  the  middle,  and  full  of  people.  The  natives  stood  on 
the  shore  in  great  admiration  of  the  ships,  which  they  believed 
to  be  some  monstrous  unknown  animals,  and  were  as  impa- 
tient to  be  better  informed  respecting  them,  as  the  Spaniards 
were  to  go  on  shore.  The  admiral  went  on  shore  in  his  boat 
well  manned,  and  having;;  the  royal  standard  displayed,  accom- 
panied by  the  two  captains  of  the  other  ships,  Maitin  Alonzo 
Pinzon,  and  Vincent  Yannez  Pinzon,  in  their  own  boats  car- 
rying the  peculiar  colours  of  the  cnterprize,  being  a  green 
cross  with  several  crowns,  and  inscribed  with  the  names  of 
their  Catholic  majesties.  On  landing  they  all  fell  upon  their 
knees,  kissing  the  ground,  and  returned  thanks  to  the  AI- 
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Ml  Aen  stood  i^,  ttiidlMin«d  theislMidlJb^^^^  or  81 

Smribiir)  bat  by  the  iobiiytniti  k  va<  calkd  GmmmAohi. 
liik'Snt^  ^iicoteiled  kttd'  iHlb*  Mw  nwrld,  beiiig  oii»  of  4iit 
iilftad*  iAi^wiB'Cdt^  |«^  or  Bahama*,  is  Od<Mes 
Iromtiie  ^Ssiiary  idands  S  M  was  diloovercd  after  S9 
M#*^'  C^tabtts  tools  Ibnnal  possession  of  the  ooun^  for  ( 
cnmni  of  CemJe  and  Lemi,  in  presence  of  the  notary  Roder^ 
idi  de  EscoTeda,  beh^  surrounded  by  great  numbers  of  the 
iuiti<refc  Afl  th6  £i|M»iards  now  ackniMiSedged  him  as  admi* 
ndand  viceroy,  talting  an  oath  to  ob^  him,  as  representing 
the  soverdgn  in  thoee  parts  {  and  they  did  this  with  all  that 
pleasure  aim  alacri^jr  wnidi  may  easily  b^  imagpuied  to  have . 
aetnatedthem  on  this  snocestfol  occasion,  dl  begging  pardon 
for  the  trouble  lh^  had  given  him  through  dieirpun^oiimous 
and  irresolute  conduct  during  the  voyage. 

Perceiving  that  the  natives,  who  were  caUed  Indians  by 
iSm  Spaniards,  were  a  simple  and  peaoeaUe  people,  who  stood 
gMdiw  with  a^bniration  at  the  Ghristians,  wimdering  at  their 
MMw»  ecMnptesron,  and  cioaths,  the  admiral  gave  them  some 
red  c^,  g^isS  beads/  and  other  baubles,  which  tht^  received 
eagerly  and  seemed'  to  priie  mu-h  ;  white  the  £^niards 
were  no  less  surprised  to  behdd  the  iqmcarance  and  beh»> 
viour  of  this  new  people^  Hie  admiral  retumed  on  board* 
fefiowed  by  many  Indians,  some  by  swimming,  and  others  in 
boats  ci^ed  canoes,  made  out  of  one  piece  of  timber,  like 
troughs  (NT  trays.  The  Indlms  brought  along  with  them 
dews  of  cotton-yarn,  parrots,  javelins  pcnnted  with  iuh 
boilesi  md  some  other  thinss,  which  they  bartnred  for  slass 
toy%  hawfcs-bells  and  such  times,  with  which  th^  were  h^hly 

pleased, 

4  mi*  setusl  4ttfti«ace  of  loiigliiidt,  batwctn  Fcm  ia  17*  ss'  n",  and 
tksMHtemtidcsKXinashaBi  in  i!^  «•',  bpth  wnt,  «  47o  M' u"  w 
1 4jl  4egniis )  wUdiat  I7i  Sp^nub  leiKpiet  to  the  degree^  the  compa- 
'ftrno^ytaiuila»ia^^  would  extend  to  I0i5 

r  ha  crept  %M«  the  tsxt,  suiiy  eoRceted.    Cohuabosiiook 

Ouaiiaheal  onfi "  -    —     -  — 

wlMch  wnsTOl 
4m  isth,  hecswM 


'  4)0  tsdi  Ooiober,  boiih  14^».   IV  tiaac^  therefon^ 
i  in  thu  4n^  9<M*m*  sctom  the  AtftiMic,  not  includins 
I  liuid  Wtt  dbkemd  hi  the  nitht  habue,  wu  emetlf  S« 
isye.    fifaidCehisibn  MdedWscteoiiwew^froni  GnnMi,  lalstiMds 


«9fti47f  JTwIm  wanliiisw  impa  laadifcMM  of  As^MStt  Mady  Usodi  oa 

mited  on  the  MentamtUt  reef,  St  the  north  end  of  thil  Buanw  iMmki: 
ml  dHMction  therefore,  to  the  8. W,  on  the  7th  October,  was  fortunate  for 
the  nicccN  of  hit  great  expedition^— E. 


m.' 


Ui 


CiiA^^  II*  tior*  fl.       iltiCTwwiy^  Ameriea.  ^$9 

pkiMA^  iyiid  even  Ml » liirii  valiielii  bn^ 
cardtoMi  waret  iditffli«  and  poringen.    AD  the  BiMife%  bbdi 
ilwn  and  woinciif  wett  entireiv  naked  like  maa  in  the  state  of 
ilUaocence*  the  greater  uuraoer  being  under  thirhr  yeart  of 
1^,  though  icMue  were  old.    They  wore  their  hwr  tiown  to 
thdr  can,  aonie  km  to  thor  nedts,  tied  with  a  •tridgin  the 
nature  of  tresses.  Their  conntenaneesandiieatines  were  good  i 
yet  ika^g  antraotdinaril^  broad  tbreheads,  gave  some  appear^ 
anec  of  deformity  to  their  appearance.    They  were  of  a  mid* 
db  stature  andwdl  shaped,  hairing  their  skins  of  an  olive  cokxir, 
like  the  mitives  of  the  Canaries  {but  some  were  painted  white» 
some  black,  and  others  redj  most  of  them  in  difKamnt  paiti 
4^  their  bodies,  but  some  only  on  their  faces,  round  the  eyes, 
or  on  &eir  noses.    They  woe  quite  ignoonmt  of  our  we^wns; 
for  Ml  being  shewn  swords,  they  ignorantly  had  hold  <tf  the 
edge.   Th^  knew  nothing  of  iron,  but  used  sharp  stones  fat 
working  in  wood.  Being  awed  by  signs,  how  they  came  by  some 
scars  that  were  obserr^  upon  scmie  of  them,  thev  made  die 
l^paniards  understand  that  the  people  of  some  omer  idands 
came  occasionally  to  midce  them  pristmers,  and  that  tb^  had 
been  wounded  in  defending  themselves.    They  had  veiyvo* 
hU>le  tongues,  and  appeared  of  qcidc  apprehenvkm,  and  easi^f 
repeated  any  words  t^  heard  apokoi.    The  only  livii^  crea- 
tures that  yrtre  seen  among  them  wereparrots. 
*   On  die  next  day,  being  the  ISUi  October,  niany  IndiaM 
eame  off  to  the  Aap»  in  their  canoes,  most  of  whion  carried 
forty  or  even  fifty  men,  and  S(Hne  were  so  small  as  only  to 
hold  <me.    Thdr  oairs  were  formed  fike  a  bakers  pedi,  wiUi 
wlddith^  rowed,  or  pwMUedndier,  as  if  d%ging  widie 
spade.    1  hough  easily  overset,  the  Indians  wne  exedlenc 
tWfanmers,  and  easify  turned  their  cmioes  up  egain,  after 
which  they  ladfxl  the  water  out  with  cokbadies,  whi<^  thtfir 
tMrl^  with  them  for  that  purpose.    They  Inoudit  nraca 
tatuh  onbotfdto  barter  with  the  %>aniards,  and  sciM  of 
ihem  gave  as  many  dfws  as  weighed  a  quarter  of  a  hundred 
wrig^t  in  cKohaiige  for  a  smaH  brass  Fbrtugucse  coin  catted 
temis,  worth  less  dian  a  fitfdiii^.    These  jp&xi»  were  never 
ilaliidM  with  ga^t  on  the  Spaniards,  and  useo  to  kneddemi 
«Dd  hold  up  ueir  hands,  as  if  praising  Ood  for  their  anrivalf 
and  were  continually  inviting  each  other  to  go  and  see  the 
nen  wfiohad  come  nom  heaven.    They  wore  no  jewds,  nor 
had  their  any  o^er  tbin^  of  vahie,  except  seme  little  | 
fitotea  wnich  hung  at  theik:  noiefc    Bdiig  asked  whence  < 
I'  i  ha 
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had  this  gold,  tliqr  aiuip^red  by  rigns  that  they  procured  i% 
ftom  the  louthwaraif  wh^re  there  iiffw  a  long'  who  had  abup.f 
dance  of  that  metaL  The  ahipa  were  never  clear  of  ladiaiiii 
who,  as  «oon  as  they  coidd  procure  a  bit  of  any  thingt  w^pe 
it  only  a  fin^gment  of  a  broken  earthoi  dish,  weiu  away  .wdl 
pkn^ed  aAdswam  ashore  with  their  acquisition,  oflfering  what'* 
soever  they  possessed  for  the  roean^  trifle.  Thus  the  whde 
day  was  spoit  in  trading,  their  generujiity  in  giving  being 
opcasumed  by  the  value  they  set  iqteii  what  they  received  ii| 
return,  as  they  Jodked  upon  the  S^paniards  as  pie^e  cope 
from  heaven,  md  were  therefore  desirous  of  spmc^ing  to 
keep  in  remembrance  of  them.  At  night  they  all  went  on 
shore.  On,Jti|j^mu9^)ing  of  the  14th  the  admiral  took  a  survei 
of  all  the  coat^ttp  the  north-west  in  the  boats,  the  natives  fill- 
lowing  along  the^s1)or^,  offering  provisions,  and  calling  to 
each  other  to  come  and  see  these  heavenly  men  {  others  fi>lt 
lowed  in  canpes,  and  some  by  swimming,  holdiiur  up  their 
hands  in  admiration,  askinf^  by  signs^  if  the  Christians  did 
pot  come  from  heaven,  and  inviting  them  to  cope  on  shore 
to  re>t  tKemselyes.  The  adn^urai  gave  tq  all  stnngs  of  glass 
heads,  pins,  or  other  fpys,  being  much  pleased  to  see  the 
simple  innocence  of  the  natives.  He  continued  the  surv^  til) 
he  came  to  a  ridge  of  ropks  inclosing  a  qpacious  harbour,  where 
a  strong  fort  might  liave  been  bui|t,  in  a  place  almost  sunrouiulr 
ed  by  water.  Near  that  harbopr  |here  was  a  yillage  pf  six 
houses,  surrounded  by  al^undafi^  of  trees,  which  looked  like 
ffardens.  As  the  men  were  f  ^  with  rowing,  and  thf 
hmd  did  not  appear  sufficiently  \pff  to  make  any  stay,  Co* 
lumbtts  returned  to  the  ships »  <».id  haying  heard  of  oth^ 
lands,  he  resolved  to  go  in  seai'ch  of  them. , 

Taking  with  him  sevep  nfitives  of  (Gfuanahani,  that  they 
might  learn  Spanish  wd  serve  a§  interpreters,  Columbus  pro- 
ceeded to  discover  the  other  idands,  of  which  there  wer^ 
above  ah  hundred,  all  flat,  green,  and  inhabited^  of  vraid^ 
the  Indians  told  liiin  the  names.  On  Mond^  fhe  15th  of 
October,  he  came  to  an  island,  seven  leagues  mmi  St  Salvar* 
dcHT  or  Ouanahani,  wl^iph  he  named  Santa  Mari^  de  la  Conj- 
teption  ^  which  stretches  pear  fifty  leagues  in  len^  b^een 
"ii.        ■ '   :.      : '  'nortl> 

.  9  How  infinitely  better  it  hsd  been  for  Columbutj  and  hi*  precanon  tbp 
Portiffiue«Ci  to  have  r^tamed  the  native  namn^  where  these  could  be  learnt  { 
or,  otnerwite,  to  have  imposed  single  significant  new  namet'Bkft  the  Noi^ 
*#^isa  BSvigMton  of  tl^e  hinth  century,  instead  of  thesie  clumty  Mbg  >iA»A' 
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Olid  MMMlt^y  bat  the  athniral  ran  along  that  nde  dT  it  wbidi 
w  «ast  nd  weit,  where  the!  extent  k  anfy  ten  leagnes.    He 
tftehtored  on  the  wofl  side^  and  went  on  ahom,  when  taat 
munbera  <tf  the  nativesilocked'  about  fainiy  abewitfjjr  the  utmoat 
wonder  and  admiration.   'Finding  thn  idand  nmdartotlie 
former^  he  liioiight  fit  to  proce^  mrthei^  on.    A  eakoe  being 
<m'boMtl  tlw  caravel  Ninna,  one' of  the  seven  In^Kuis  bron^ 
from  St  Sahrador  leaped  over,  and  thoiuh  punned  by  h  boat, 
got  dear  off;  and  another  had  made  his  escape-  the  io^t  be- 
Rftv.    While  here  an  Indian  came  off  in  a  caAoe-to  barter 
cotton,  and  the  admiral  ordered  a  red  cap  to  be  put  <m  his 
kead,=  and  to  have  hawks-beHs  fkstened  to  his  less  and  arms, 
on  which  he  went  away  well  pleased.    Next  day  bdng  Tuei- 
day  16th  October,  he  proceeded  westwards  to  anoth^  idand, 
llMi'toast  of  which  trended  eighteen  leagues  N.  W.^  and  S^E  $ 
bat  he  did  not  reach  it  tiD  next  day,  on  account  of  cafans. 
On  the  way ,  an  Indian  was  met  in  a  canoe,  havi)^  a  piece  of 
their  breacf^  srane  water  in  a  calabash  or  gourd,  Anttle  of  the 
bla^k  earth  with  which  they  paint  themsenres,  some  drvleaves' 
of  awhc4esome  sweet-scented  herb  which  they  piiz«f  hij^l^;' 
andi  in^  a  little  basket,  a  string  of  glass  beads;  olfd  tt'O  vft^^ 
teina  ^,  by  which  it  appeared  he  came  from  San  Salvador,  hiu| 
pAiaed  the  Conceplion,  and  was  going  to  this  third  tsUmd;' 
which -the  admiral  now  named  Femandina^  in  h<Hiour  of  tile 
king  of  Spain.    Thewav  being  long  and  the  Indiah  tired 
wlm  rowing,  he  went  on  bottrd>  and  the  admiral  ordered  him 
to  be  regaled  with  bread  and  honey  and  some  vrinei  and  when 
he  arrived  at  the  island,  caused  him  to  be  iet  bn  shore  widi 
some  toys.    The  sbod  repbrt  which  this  man  gave^  brought 
the  people  of  the  island  aboard  the  ships  to  barter,  as  in  the 
other  islands/    When  the  boats  went  ashore  for  water,  tbe 
Indians  readily  shewed  where  it  was  to  be  had,  and  even  hfstfh 
ed  to  fill  the^casks ;  yet  they  seemed  to  have  more  underitknd- 
ing  than  the  other  islanders,  as  they  bargained  hi^rdfei^  in  tX/^ 
changing  their  commodities,  and  had  cotton  blaiorkets  in  l^unt 
houses.    Some  of  the  women  also  wore  short  cotton  wrappers, 
like  petticoats^  from  the  waist  .half  way  dowri  their  ttuglEB, 
while  others  had  a  swathe  or  bandage  of  cotton  ckith,  and 
such  as  had  nothing  better,  wore  leaves  of  trees  j  but  die 

-If'  youhg 

td  wpentitioiw  appdUtion*.    This  idaad  of-  St  Mary  of  the  Cmceptipa 
ae^nu  to  hsv*  hc*n  what  ia  now  called  Long-bland,  8«JS.  from  St  Salvador 
or  Guanahani,  now  Cat-island. — £. 
4  A  soull  Fortugueie  coin  wotth  Icm  thin  twopence.— Churchill. 
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ki^  giHs  Were  indrdy  naked.  This  Uland  apptoarad  to 
ite  abuadatoce  of  waftt,  many  mtadows  and  grores*  aawl 
Niift  pfeasant  tittle  bilk,  wluoh  the  oihen  had  net,  aod  an 
wfiaitetarie^  of  kwrdeflevatent  in  fldcka*  and  ituigaire^i 
mait  oT^heee  beifl|attlle  diiibreitt  from  ihe  birds  of  Spste. 
There  were  many  lakes,  near  one  of  wfaidi  oii^  m^  saw  a 
creature  senil  ftet  l<mg»  which  be  supposed  to  be  an  idUaalor^, 
fi4  admirdd  its  siae  aa4  strange  shapes  Having  tnrown 
stones  at  this  creature,  it  tm  idle  the  water»  where  they  kS- 
lad  it  mdi  their  spean.  £iiperieaeetau|^  them  aftsrwaida 
that  this  anioial  is  eacellent  meat,  and  is  much  esteemed  h^ 
the  Indians  <^  Hispaniola,  who  caU  them  Yoanes.  In  tbia 
isfamd  there  were  trees  which  seemed  to  have  been  grafted,  as , 
tVy  bore  leaves  of  four  or  five  kinds}  yet  th^were  onit* 
naturaL  They  saw  also  fishes  of  fine  colours,  but  no  Jaod 
iinimalrinceept  larffe  tame  snskes.  the  b^re-mentioned  aUiga. 
Hon,  and  sniaU  nMHto,  almost  like  rats,  called  Unias  i  toc^^ 
had  alsb  some  nnall  dogs  which  did  not  baric.  GootifMiing^ 
tba  surv^  of  Uiis  island  tt>  the  northwest,  they  anchored  at 
thf  WHitb  ef  a  snacfooB  harbour,  having  a  small  island  at  its 
rooNithi  bat  did  n<^  enter,  aa  it  iras  too  shaUow.  In  this 
l^aoe  was  a  town  of  some  size,  ill  the  rest  they  had  seen  in 
these  kikiid^  havii^  not  above  ten  or  twelve  huts  tike  tenti^ 
some  <^them  round,  and  otbem  with  penthouse  rooft,  slop* 
ing  b<^  ways,  and  an  open  porch  in  front  in  th0  Flrasish 
fimicn.  These  were  covered  with  knives  of  trets^  rtfj  neat« 
If  laid  on,  to  keep  oat  wind  and  rain,  with  vents  for  ihe- 
smoke,  and  the  ridges  handsomdy  omamoited.  Thdr  only 
fumitpun^  were  bads  of  net  tied  to  two  posts,  like  hammocks. 
0»4  Indian  had  a  little  piece  of  gold  hanging  from  his  nose, 
with  some  marks  on  it  resembling  characters,  which  the  ad^ 
mind  was  anxious  to  proenve*  supporing  it  to  have  been  sotne 
necias  of  coin  {  but  it  isfierwards  appeured  thttPe  wm  no  sadi 
Uung  in  aU  the  West  Indies, 

lifothii^(beiqg  ftnmd  in  Ftfmandina  beyond  what  had  been 
aliaai^  ssien  at  ok  Sdvador  and  the  Gonoeption,  the  admiral 
pmaaeded  to  the  next  islind,  which  he  named  htM9tB,  in 
iKHWur  of /the  queen  of  Gasdle,  and  took  possession  of  it  ^didi 
the  uwal  fiMrmalities.  Tfu$  island  and  its  inhabitants  veson. 
Ued  the  rest,  having  the  MMltiful  appearance  of  the  south  of 
£^in  in  the  month  of  April.  They  here  killed  an  altigator ; 
and,  on  gningtewaids  a  town,  the  inhabitants  fled,  ioarrying 
dl  their  proper^  i  but  no  harm  being  done,  the  ntthres 

soon 
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•ooo  cnne  to&e  ihipt  to  bartar  like  the  odieri  Sek  toys  %  and 
biingetked  finr  water,  they  became  ae  familiar  aa  to  bring  k 
on  board  in  goardi.  The  admiral  would  not  ipalid  tiaw  it 
Iiabdla,  nor  at  any  of  the  other  small  iihuub»  which  were 
yerjr  nomeroiu,  but  reaohed  to  go  in  aeardi  of  a  veiy  larae 
ialaaid  wluch  the  Indiana  deMnbed  as  being  m  dw  sooth,  w 
them  called  CWda,  <^  which  thej  seemed  to  giTe  a  magiiift» 
^ent  account,  and  which  he  supposed  mif^t  h»  SmHptu^o, 
He  steered  his  course  W.S.  W,  and  made  ttttle  wqr  on  Wed« 
nesday  and  Thursday,  by  reason  of  heaw  rain,  andchanaed 
his  course  at  nine  next  morhiiw  to  Su  £!^  and  after  riinniiM 
4eigfat  leagues,  fell  in  with  eicht  isumds  in  a  north  and  soc^  di- 
section,  which  he  called  DelJrena,  or  the  Sand  Ides,  becanse 
surrounded  by  ahoais.  He  was  told  that  Cuba  was  only  a 
day  and  hal&  sail  from  diese  idands,  which  he  left  on  Satoiw 
day  the  27th  October,  and  standing  &S.  W,  discovered  Cvba 
before  niaht}  yet,  as  it  began  to  grow  late  and  dark,  he  fay 
toaUoi^t.  ' 


Sectioh  VII. 
Ditcmeey  of  (Ma  and  Hupam<^,  and  Detertiou  ^  MturHn 

On  Sunday  the  88th  of  October,  die  admiral  drew  near,  die 
coast  of  Cuba,  which  appeared  ouich  finer  than  any  of  the  is- 
lands he  hadsem  htdierto,  there  being  hiUs,  mountains, piains, 
and  waters,  with  varkMiB  sorts  of  trees  I  and  he  gave  it  die 
aameof  tXntfiwia  or  JbrnuMt,  in  honour  ^the  princess  ofS^ain. 
Heandiored  in  a  great  river,  to  which  he  save  ^  ttmw 
of  San  Sahrador,  fi>r  a  Mod  omen.  The  wood  i^jpeaflhadTeiy 
thick,  and  composed  <?  tall  trees,  bearing  hhwsomaaad  fieaat 
quite  difiercnt  from  those  of  Spain,  and  frequented  by  ate* 
berless  buds.  Wantrng  sons  infimnatMn,  dM  admiral  wm 
to  two  houses  in  siaht,  but  the  inhabitants  fled  awanr,  takii^ 
their  nets  and  flshmg  tackle,  and  affcompaaiad  wj  adog 
diat  did  not  bark.  He  would  not  allow  any  thing  to  be 
touched,  but  went  on  to  another  great  rirer,  which  he  named 
De  la  Ltma,  or  Moonrivflr  {  afepihcnoe  to  another  wMdi  hn 
called  Mares,  or  Sea  river,  th«links  of  which  were  thickhr 
peopled,  but  the  inhabitants  all  fled  to  the  mountains,  which 
were  tUckfy  ckUied  wid&  many  kinds  of  taU  tNas;    Tkt 


*:Hlnr-  :1ma^' 


^% 


> '  'Herrtras  MtHmy  ^       nurr  H.  900K  Ui 


11 


M 


h*  lud  brought  with  hiln  from  (kiuialMiki,  nod  that 
weM  cold  and  penb  to  be  found  herei  which  kit  hm 
aoogbt'^BHgr,  at  musdestMra  seen.  These  Jndian»>addad 
Aat' thedontfriit was  01^ ten  dm  sail  from  this  island i^ 
but,  fronlt  a  notion  he  had  imbibed  mm  the  writinas  oS  I^ul, 
a^bjiKian  'trf*  Flwence,  akid  thowhhewas  in  uieri^t,it 
wavoottbeluid  he  imagined  ^  Believiita  that  die  Indians 
w^ilclbeificaid  if  many  jnen  were  to  laad,  he  sent  only  two 
fijpaaiards  on  share,  ailon|^  with  one  of  the  Ouanahani  faidiaBs, 
and  one  belonging  to  Cubawho  had  oume  onboaM  in  a  c»> 
900.  The  Spaniards  were  Roderick  de  Xeres,  a  native  of 
Ayamonte^  and  Iiewb  de  Torres,  who  had  been  a  Jew,  and 
qpioke  Hebrew  and  Chaldee,  and  some  Arabic.  ThesefMiopb 
were  fomished  With  toyis  to  barter,  and  were  restrictiad  to  sk 
days,  havinff  proper  instructions  of  what  they  were  to  say  in 
thie  naine  of  their  Catholic  nuyesties,  and  were  directed  to 
penetira^.intd  the  country,  informing  themselves  of  evety 
tiling  worth  notice,  and  not  to  do  any  injunr  to  an^  of  ua 
natives.  In  the  mean  time,  the  admiral  refitted  the  shms,  and 
found  all  the  wo«l. they  used  for  foel  produced  a  kind  of 
gum  Hke  mastic,  the  leaf  Midfiroit  much  resembling  the  len- 
tisc,  but  the  tree  was  much  larger.  In  this  river  m  Mares, 
th^.  Jl^^had  roort'  to  awing,  having  sevan  or  d|^t  fothoma 
water  at  the  mouth,  and  five^withiik  There  were  two  8maH> 
hills  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  a  pleaamt  flat  ciqpe 
ninnii^g;  out  io'the  W.KW;  '  Hiis  was  afterwards  the  port  of 
Barocoa,  which  tfaeadelaiitado  Velasouez  cafled  Aasaraptiott. 

, ,;  .On  the  5th  of  November,  wheli .  the  Ihijpt  were  ready  to 
sidl,  the  twp  l^pabiards  returned,  accompanied  by  three  aa- 
tiveaof  the  isliu^  :  They  n»6rted  that tb^ had pienetraled 
twen^-dio  leagues,  and  found  a  town  of  50  houses,  built  l&e 
those.  whi«^  JuA  been  selen  ahready^  and  containing  abOtat  1000 
inhabitMitB,  as  a  whde  race  lived  ia.  one  ihooae.  The  prince 
and  chief  men  came  out  to  meet  them^  and  ledlbeto  bytho 
arms  t6  lodge  in  one  of  the  booses,  where  they  were  seated  on 
stools  tif  an  entire  piece  of  wood,  ^aped  like  a  living  ciealure 
with  short  legs,  the  tail  'standing' upri^,  and  theliead'he- 
■M.   -.■'     ,     •       .  •  '    '  fore, 

-hi     ■  ■  :.  ,  •  ...  :  :.- 

■j^i^  ^fVm  ventciice  u  quite  btexp)||ftli(  and  k  SMuredly  emneoiulj  tnuula> 
tad.  It  U  jMMsible^eorigiiudiqSk,  tlMt  Columbus  wa«  iniaM  by  the 
opinion  iof  Ku^l,  tn  dliregard  tht  indicatioiu  of  the  Indians;  and  ipstead  of 
sailing  dkectl)r^Rrestt  which  would  have  led' him  to  the  cbast  of  Mexico, 
induced  him  to  cetiN'  eastwards  tlong  Cubi,  which  brought  him^  to  NSsfMutiola, 
•Nfsyssnrching  for  Cipango  or  Japan.— £. 
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fiiNi  wiA  ffiilire^  and  mm.  All  tll»  latfaM  ii»  «bo«l 
thMB  on  tlwikoui^  and  came  in  MoeaHioti  t^' 1(19*  iMfel 
haadli  bdlevin;  tbigrcaneftiMi  Ktevviii^  ind  ifeTa  th^  bdik^ 
fld  roots  to  eat,  which  tMted  Kke  chetnuts.;  Thffjr  wcra  enh 
treated  to  remaiD,  or  at  letut  to  stay  ibk*  iMIndayfto  f«it 
theoMahrci,  as  the  Mdiaiis  that  went  #ith  tlkini  AM  satii  a 
grant  deal  in  their  praise.  The  men  aftiBTwaMi  #ellC  tmtf, 
and  many  wnmim  canie  td  see  theuk,  trho  wereOMtdk  aautcdv 
Icissed  tiieir  handtfltad  feet,  and  touched  thein  feufiifiv  ai  if 
holf,  oflfering  dh^'  iifliiir  ihey  had  to  f^e.  t>n  thdr  re* 
tnm,  nuny  of  the  nadves  derired  to  accompany  (hem  i  bvf 
thmr  ^akt  only  permit  the  lord  of  the  town,  with  hie  'itoti 
and  a  servant,  wliom  the  admiral  treated  with  niUeh  rasjacct* 
TlMy  added,  that  they  met  with  several  tovms,  both  hi  going 
and  returning,  vAiere  Okey  were  courteously  entcrtaiBedj  but 
ntme  <^  than  contidned  more  than  five  or  six  houses.  On 
the  wa]h  they  met  many  people  carrying  lighted  fire>brandi 
to  makc^re  with,  to  snioke  themselves  wuh  teitdin  herbs  the| 
carried  albng  with  them,  and  to  roast  roots,  which  were  their 
chief  food.  They  could  easily  light  a  fire,  by  rubbing  piecer 
of  a  certain  wood  together,  as  if  boring.  They  saw  several 
soirts  of  trees  diflbrlng  from  those  on  the  sea  coast,  and  an  ta^ 
traordinary  variety  of  birds,  quite  diflferent  iit>m  those  of 
Spain  {  but  among  these  there  were  putridges  and  n^^»> 
gales )  and  they  found  no  quadrupeds,  except  the  doos  former^ 
Ty  mentioned,  that  could  not  barii.  The  Indians  had  nrad^, 
land  in  cultivation,  part  in  those  roots  before  menti<»ed,  and 
part  sown  with  a  grain  named  Afetse,  wh'c'a  waswdlta^edy 
either  boiled  whole^  or  made  into  flour.  1i^  t>aw  va^t  quan* 
titles  of  spun  cotton,  made  up  into  dews,  ami  thomtht  there 
was  above  19,000  we^ht  of  it  in  one  house.  This  cotton 
grows  wild  in  the  fields,  and  opens  of  itself  when  ripe,  and  theiir 
were  some  heads  open  and  others  tkut  on  the  same  phmtr  |r 
and  this  Was  heki  in  so  litlib  estimation  by  tfte  natives,  ter 
they  wonU  give  a  buket  fiiB  for  a  leather  thong,  %  piec^of' 
gkuied  earthmi  ware,  or  a  bit  of  mirttor.  Being  airikaBed,.  the 
rnily  use  to  whidli  this  cotton  was  applied,  was  for  net  han^' 
mocks,  in  which  they  dept,  and  for  weaving  into  smaQ  doutf 
to  oovwr  their  nakedness.  Beii^  biJukI  i^  gold  and  pearly^ 
they  said  there  was  plenty  of  theta  W^^fhio,  pointing  to  thik 
east  The  Spaniards  made  much  inquiry  among  the  natives 
on  board,  for  gold,  and  weretnki  it  came  from  Cubanocayri 
which  some  thought  meant  the  country  of  the  Cham  ttf  Cathay^ 
v<H..  III.  0  and 
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and  that  it  wm  not  ha  off,  as  their  tigns  indicated  fear  dajra- 
krimiejr.    Martin  Alonxo  Pinzon,  thought  Ciibanocan>  moat 
tie  aome  great  dtj,  only  distant  four  days  journvy  i  but  it  was 
dterwancw  found  to  be  a  prorince  ki  the  middie  of  Coba, 
mtetm  aigniQnnff  the  middle,  in  which  there  are  gold  mines. 
.  The  admind  waa  not  incKncd  to  loae  time  in  tliis  uiicot' 
t^  inquiry,  but  wdered  aome  Indiana  of  leveral  different 
(Arts  to  be  seized^  to  carry  them  into  Spain,  that  they  miglit 
(jach  give  an  account  of  their  country,  and  serve  as  witneaaea 
of  hi*  diaeovery.    Twdve  persons,  men,  women,  and  chSdrcn, 
tt;ef«  secured  \  and  when  about  to  sail,  the  husband  of  one  vS. 
the  women,  who  bad  two  children,  came  nnd  solicited  to  go 
along  with  his  wife  and  diiklren ;  and  the  admiral  ordeiid 
him  to  be  received  and  treated  kindly.    The  wind  changing 
northerly,  they  were  constrained  to  put  into  a  port  called  DH 
Prindpet  Vvhtch  he  only  viewed  from  without,  in  a  roadstead 
pfotected  by  a  great  number  of  islands,  about  a  mu8l(et*>shot 
asunder,  and  he  called  thu  place  Mar  de  Nuestra  Sennora,  or 
Out  Lady's  Sea.  The  channels  between  the  islands  were  deep, 
and  the  snores  beautifully  adorned  with  trees  and  green  her* 
bage.    Some  of  the  trees  resembled  mostic,  and  others  lignum 
aloes,  some  like  palms  with  smooth  green  stems,  and  many 
other  kinds.    Landing  on  these  islands,  they  found  no  inha- 
bitants, but  there  were  the  appearances  of  many  fires  hav- 
ing been  made  in  them,  bv  hshers ;  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Cuba  go  there  for  fish  and  nyif],  which  are  got  in  profusion. 
The  Indians  eat  several  filthy  things }  as  great  spiders,  worms 
bred  in  rotten  wood,  fish  half  raw,  from  which  tliey  scoop 
out  the  eyes  as  soon  as  taken,  and  devour  them ;  besides 
many  other  things  ^uite  disgusting  to  the  Spaniards.    In  this 
employment  of  uhing,  the  Indians  occupy  themselves  during 
aeyeraltfaasons  of  the  yeari  going  sometimes  to  one  island 
and  sometifflcfs  to  another,  as  p^jple  who  tire  of  one  diet 
chfli^  to  ano^r.    In  one  (if  these  iskmcU  the  Spaniards 
Idllea  an  animal  resembling  a  ivild  boar,  and  among  many 
kinds  of  firii  ^hicfa  they  drew  wp  in  their  nets,  one  was  lilce 
a  swine,  with  a  very  hara  ski^,  the  toil  beuig  the  only  soft  part. 
They  found  likewise  some  motherK>f-pearI.    The  sea  wos 
observed  to   ebb  and  flow  much  more  here  than   in  any 
other  part,  which  the  iftniral  attributed  to  the  numbers  of 
iflands ;  and  low  water  #as  noticed  to  be  when  the  modn  was 
S.S.  W,  contrary  to  what  it  is  in  Spain. 
'  On  Sunday  the  18th  November,  the  admiral  returned  to 
Puerto  del  Principey  and  erected  a  large  wooden  cross  at  its 
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On  Blbnday  the  IBtittt  bai  letamad  hit  mfmjt  fcr 
the  isbndt  aAerwaN^mned  Hinuiiok,  which  lome  of  th^ 
ladhuui  oeUad  Bokio,  and  othert  JBabiqut ;  yet  it  aftenmdi 
appeared  that  Babeqne  waa  not  Hispaniola,  bat  the  cdqgniaotv 
for  they  called  it  Caribraa *.  The  Indiui  wordlMdftsifpifice 
a  hduse  or  habitatipo  i  and  as  that  term  wee  npliisd  to  the 
iaknd  of  Hiapaoiok,  it  seemed  to  denotethat  it  mu  fiill  of 
jBoMof  or  houses.  On  aceomit  of  contrary  windi»  the  ad- 
miral qsent  three  or  four  days  cruisinff  about  the  i«hmd  of 
Isabella,  bat  did  not  go  venr  near,  lest  ue  Indians  he  bad  on 
board  might  csci^t  at  mis  pboe  they  found  maay  of  the 
weeds  th^  had  Ixrore  met  with  on  the  ocean,  and  perceivod 
thai  they  wore  drifted  by  the  currents.  BCartin  Alobao  Pin- 
son^  learnidg  from  the  Indians  that  there  was  much  gold  at 
Bohio,  and  ei^fer  to  enrich  himadf,  left  the  admiral  on  Wed- 
tteiday  the  21st  November,  widiout  any  stress  <^  weather  or 
other  legitinuite ,  cause ;  his  shq>  being  always  foremost,  as 
the  best  sailer,  he  slipped  off  at  night  unperoeived.  On  the 
admiral  perceiTing  his  absence,  and  that  he  did  not  return 
after  many  signals,  he  bore  awav  for  the  ishmd  of  Cuba,  as 
the  wind  was  contrary,  and  put  into  a  large  and  safe  harbour, 
to  which  he  gare  the  name  of  Puerto  de  Santa  Catalina,  or 
St  Catherines,  because  discovered  on  the  eve  of  that,  saint. 
While  takinff  in  wood  and  water  here,  some  stones  were 
found  which  had  veins  resembling  gdd ;  and  there  srew  fine 
tall  pines  on  the  shcnpe,  fit  for  masts.  Tlie  Indians  stul  direct- 
iiur  nim  for  Bohio  or  Hispaniola,  as  a  oouotiy  aboundiiw  in 
gmd,  he  sailed  alons  the  coast  twelve  leagues  fiurtha*,  wbere 
he  found  many  ^>acious  harbours,  and  among  these  a  river 
wluoh  might  conveniently  admit  a  galley,  yet  the  entrance 
oodd  not  be  seen  till  dose  at  hand.  Invited  by  the  ctmvaii- 
ent  appearrtLM::®  of  the  place,  he  went  up  the  river  in  a  boift« 
finding  dght  fiithom  water  at  the  entrance.  He  proceeded 
some  way  up  the  river,  the  banks  of  which  were  pleasanthton- 
bdlitj^  with  fine  trees  swarming  with  a  varie^  of  Birds. 
At  length  he  came  to  some  houses,  where  a  boat  wus  found 
under  an  arbour,  having  twelve  thwarts,  or  seats  for  rowers, 
and  in  one  of  the  houMs  they  found  a  mass  of  wax,^iAd  a 
mans  head  hanging  in  a  basket  This  wax  was  carried  to 
ihmr  nugesties,  out  as  no  more  was  ever  fouod  in  Cuba,  it 


e  Hit  author  Mmu  here  not  deur  or  well  informed,  at  Haiti  was  the  real 
Indian  name  oS  the  iiland  now  called  Hispaniola  «r  St  Doovogo.— fi. 
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Ifcay  «nr  ttiDlber  omM  luatlyhAvto  ipaiM  long,  capdbto  «f 
boMiii(itflibibtnoBa^  WMb  dl  of  om  pifn  of  wiod  lil»  tli» 
■Mt;  jafcafewdl«utwith>odiioftet 
'  (Atetf  MiliW  14yr  iHigim  matmuit  aloDg  th*  eoatt  qf  Co*- 
bm  Ike  fldnM  wrrind  at  ite.  oulmi  tod,  and  dapurtid  tlwB«t 
oil  tht^tb  Dooesibcr  fi»  Hi^MiiioH  which  it  only  IBkusoM 
dinhm-r  yM  ho  could  aoi  Moch  it  till  nmt  day,  on  oooonnt 
oflhvcwraMk  Oathoflth  hoeometoohartiooff^ijUohho 
ooDmI  %  Mchoho,  pt  tho  wcttom  flortmiity  of  Hkpaaiohw 
having  diMOOorfd  it  oa  the  day  of  that  Saiati  This  port  ia 
soil,  spacioas,  and  deep,  sunmuided  by.  thick  groves  end  a 
nountilnoas  land  i  the  trees,  howevar,  wen  not  larger  and 
lesenMed  those  of  Bf^an »  among  others,  there  w«e  found 
pkie  and  myrtle^  A  pleasant  river  disckaiiged  itself  into  thw 
Darbeur,  and  o^  its  Mnks  were  many  canoes,  as  hurge  a»  W^ 
gantkMb,  of  i6  benches.  Fnding  no  people,  he  wcntoii  to  th^ 
nartk-east,  to  a  haiiiour  wUch  he  named  Coiioeptien,  sOMib^ 
fnm  a  saiaB  iskml  called  Tortuoa,  10  leagues  m^  of  Hift^ 
poakda.  Observhig  this  iskmd^f  Bohio  to  be  very  bigOk 
that  its  land  and  trees  resembled  Spain,  thi^  Us  people 
caaght,  amoiw  other  fish,  many  skates,  soka,  and  (Mher  tiihea, 
like  those  kt  ^n,  and  that  n^htansdes  and  other  EuroMapi 
fakrds  wees  heard  to  siiw  in  the  mon&  of  December,  at  whidb 
they  much  admired ;  the  adniixal  named  due  land  La  E^jtaa^ 
nolo,  which  we  now  corruptly  write  Hiqmmioh,  Some 
th«M|ht  it  ought  to  have  been  named  CatteUana,  as  the  croMi 
of  Castile  akme  was  concerned  in  thk  expedition  of  discovery* 
As  he  had  received  a  fiivoorable  account  of  this  isbad  freii 
the  Indians,  be  was  desiMwis  of  learning  whether  it  were 
xeiffy  80  wealdiy  a»  thfy  repeesented  t  an^  as  theaatiyes  tM 
flad^  ooBiqunicatiiw  the  alarm  from  place  taph^e  by  fires*  he 
sent  4jc  wen  armecT  Sbuiards  into  the  interior  to  explore  the 
cemtvy.  These  penne  resumed,  after  havmg  proceed^  a 
consid^vaMe  way  without  finding  any  inhabitants)  but  they 
re|v<vted  wonders  of  the  deKcmusness  of  &e  country.  One 
dav  three  of  die  semnen  having  gone  into  a  wood,  saw  many 
naked  people,  who  fled  as  soon  as  U^ey  saw  our  men  into  the 
tbickMt  purts  of  the  wood ;  but  the  saik>rs  pursued  and  took 
a  ««nifln,  who  had  a  smaD  plate  of  gold  hanging  at  her  nose. 
Hie  admiral  gave  her  some  hawks-Mils  and  glass  beads,  and 

ordered 


\ 


■.  net*  Tin.    tke  Dtaeaeerjf  tf  MericB,  ^ 

mimtd  W  to  lunr*  •  Mtu  and  l«t  htr  «vn^  witjb  (^l^i^ 
H^ihiwU,  snd  ihne  of  the  IndiMi  cutihut  to  a/awcmnai 
Iwrtoberdwdlblg; 
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ArOcr  Dimoery  if  HvpauioU :  SmpUeity  qfih  VtaUfiti: 
KinirMeftitmfiom  ikt  Cuedqiie  Ouacuifgiri.  2^  Admir 
rml  lota  kis  tkip,  and  rnaivet  to  tOtk  m  C^ht^Jn  ikf 

\   JUoHtL 


on 


Nran  dmr  the  admiral  lent  nine  moed  S^panlprt.,  witk  an 
Indian  of  St  Salvador  to  serve  as  .interpreter,  to  j^e  ynmaaa 
habitatida,  wbidi  was  four  leagues  to  tiM  sou^Hput  at  vfiere 
the  shqM  then  1^.  They  here.ibund  a  town  of  1000  arattere4 
^eilsesi  but  it  was  quite  deserted,  a«  aU  the  iphabitanU  had 
fled  into  die  woodsk  The  Indian  interpriettf  was  sent  " 
thei^  and  at  lema;di  persuaded  tfadn  to  return,  by 
■mch  in  praise  mthe  S^iardk  1j1i9y  |«tumed  accc 
It  to  the  town,  tcemUing  with  i  fear' apdanu^scmentjlayi^ 
their  hands  on  the  headv  m  the  S^paniardm  out.  of  honour  and 
reqpect,  eatreating  of  them  to  eat»  and  to  remain  with  them 
for  the  night  Abundnace  of  people  now  collected ;  some  of 
Jthem  canying  the  woman,  on  their  shouldei;s  in  triumph  to 
whom  th^  admind  had  given  a  shirt,  >aiid  her  husband  came 
unong  them,  on  punrase  to  retum  thankjs  for  the  hqiidurjBl^ 
|dft.  The  iSpaniann  now  returned  to  i^  sh^  ireporting 
mat  tfae<  country  abounded  in  provisiiMM,  that  th^  najl;ii|teH  ^rare 
whiter:  and  better4Dokinff  tmut.  thqse  c^  the  other  islan|i| 
but  dial  die  ^pld  country  lay  still  more  to  the  eastwarc(s*  By 
their  detoi^plite  the  men  wMe  not  of  large  siie,  yet  Iteawiiy 
«nd  wdl  set,  withottt  bearda,  hainuff  w^  nostras  aM  WOf^ 
asaooth  ungrac^hl  foreheads,  whioa  weiv  so  ^tuypad  at^tibehr 
hstdk  aa  a  Beauty,  for  iwhifch  reason,  ami  beqiwa  th^y  atft^ys 
«Miit  bardicaJed,  their.shullfe  were  hafd  m<m^  to  hfeak  ^ 
^Spaniiik  4woid.  Here  die  admind/Obs^fid  the  lenatn  of  the 
di^;and  ai|^iiid  iSnmd  that  ta^ntor  hatf^iqiM',  passes  run 
xMitbetieeeniSun-riseandiHtiratt^flidi^die  d^y  i;Qasei|uen|^ 
fy  tian  hoinn  long  $  but  his  faN^eVtfd  ^  seamen^  had  be^  hfi>- 
^^gent  and  had  made  a_mi^^  and  Uiiitidieday  was  sopn#- 

what 
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what  Inore  Ifaim  deven  houn.  Though  the  wibd  was  oonitn^ 
IT,  he  resolved  to  leave  this  place,  and  contanuo  his  course  to 
the  eastwards  diroiu;h  die  channel  between  Tortuga  and  Hi»* 
paniola,  where  he  found  an  Indian  fishing  in  a  canoe,  and 
wondered  his  small  vessel  was  not  swallowed  up,  as  the  waves 
rose  very  high  j  he  accordingly  took  both  Indian  and  canoe 
into  the  ship,  where  he  1a%ated  him  well,  and  sent  him  on 
shore  afterwards  witli  some  toys.  This  man  commended  the 
Spaniards  so  much  that  many  of  the  natives  resorted  to  the 
ships ;  but  they  had  onfy  sotne  small  grains  of  gdd  handi^ 
at  their  noses,  which  they  freely  parted  with.  Being  asked 
whence  that  gold  came,  they  made  signs  that  there  was  plenty 
<of  It  farther  on.  On  the  admiral  inquiring  for  Cipango, 
which  he  still  expected  to  find  in  these  seas,  they  thought  he 
had  meant  Cibao^  and  pointed  to  the  eastwards,  as  the  place 
.in  the. island  which  produced  most  gold.  nuM^- 

^  "Die  admiral  was  now  infbrmed  that  the  eacique,  or  Idrd  of 
that  part  of  the  country  Was  coming  to  visit  him,  attended  by 
200.  m^n.  Though  youngs  he  was  carried  in  a  kind  of  diair 
on  inehs  shoulders,  attended  by  a  governor  and  counsellors ; 
and  it  was  observed  that  his  subjects  paid  hith  wonderful  at* 
tention,  and  thit  his  deportment  was  exceedingly  grave.'  An 
Indian,  from  the  islland  of  leabella,  w^nt  aihore  alid  spoke  to 
the  chief,  telling  him  the  Spaniards  were  men  who  had  come 
from  heaven,  and  saying  much  in  their  praise.  The  cacique 
How  went  on  board,  and,  when  he  came  to  the  prop,  he  made 
signs  for  his  attendants  to  remain  behind,  except  two  men  of 
riper  years,  who  seemed  his  counsellors,  and  sate  down  at  his 
f&et.  Being  oflered  t6  eat  by  order  of  the  admit^,  he  tasted 
a  little  of  every  thing  ihat  was  offered,  then  handed  it  to  the 
otjiter  two,  and  from  them  it  was  carried  to  the  rest  of  his  at^- 
tekidants.  Whien  ofibred  drink,  he  only  touched  it  with 
his  lips.  Tliey  aD  observed  much  gravity,  speaking  little ; 
but  when  he  spoke,  his  counsellors  observed-  his  hps  with 
great  attention,  and  answered  him  with  much  respect.  The 
admiral  thought  these  people  more  rational  and  farther  adi> 
vanced  in  civilization  than  any  he  had  seen  at  the  other 
islands.  When  it  grew  late,  uie  cadque  and  his  attendants 
returned  to  the  shore.  Next  day,  though  the  wind  was  con- 
trary and  blew  hard,  the  sea  did  not  run  high,  as  the  anchor- 
ing ground  was  sheltered  by'  the  iidand  of  lortuga.  Some  of 
our  people  were  engaged  this  day  in  fishing,  and  the  IndiaiM 
w^re  much  gratified  at  Mdng  the  Spanish  mod^,  whibh  diS- 
,  .        >  ^  fered 
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feted  greatly  from  their  own.  Several  of  the  Spaniarai  iv^f 
on  ibore  to  the  Indian  town,  where  thej  procored  tome  sfioall 
platen  of  gold  in  barter  for  glaasibeads,  which  gave  greieit  8ai> 
tisfkction  to  the  admiral,  as  he  was  now  maUed  to  Convince 
their  Catholic  majesties  that  gokl  was  to  be  had  in  (the  coun- 
try he  had  discovered,  and  oonsequentlv,  that  the  promiietf 
he  had  male  were  qot  vainv  In  the  aiiiemoon,  the  caciqiie 
came  down  again  to  the  shore,  and  about  the  same  tiniils,  a 
canoe,  with  forty  men,  came  over  from  the  island  of  ibrtuga 
on  purpose  to  visit  the  Spaniards,  at  which  the  ^iojtie  ap^ 
peared  to  take  offence ;  but  all  the  natives  ;of  Hi^jpaniola  safe 
down  on  the  around,  in  token  of  peac&  The  people  fixmi  Tor- 
tt^;a  landed  from  their  oanoe;  but  the  cacique  stood  Up  iuid 
thr^tened  them,  on  whidi  they  reimbarked  and  pu^ied  off 
fnm  the  shore  To  shew  his  din>Iea«lre,  the  cacique  tluww 
stones  and  water  after  them,  and  gave  a  stone  to  th6  alguaxU 
belonging  to  the  admiral,  making  signs  for  him  to  throw  it  at 
the  Tortugans,  but  he  smiled  and  would  not  throw.  Those 
in  tile  canoe  returned  very  submissUvely  to  Tbrtuga.  This 
day,  in  honour  of  the  festival  of  the  Conception,  the  admiral 
ordered  the  ships  to  be  drosied  up  with  iDoldurs  and  streani&rsi 
arming  all  tjhie  men,  aiid  firing  the  cannon.  The  daciqiie 
camQpn  bbard  while  the  admiiraTwas  at  dinner ;  and  the  ri^ 
spock  shewn  by  these  naked  people  to  their  dhl^  wtis  verr  MT; 
marfcable.  On  coming  into  the  cabin,  the  Cadquesat  qowfi 
beside  the  admiral,  without  su£fering'hiro  to  rise.  Efeing  in^ 
iifited  to  %at,  hie  took  the  meat  as  he  had  done  on  a  foToier  oi> 
casipn,  tasting  a  little  of  every  thin^,  and  giving  the  rest  to 
his  more ,  iiii}faie(^aite  attendiUits.  Alter  dinner.  He  printed 
to  the  admiral  a  girdle  of  g61d,  somewhat  like  those  used  in 
Spain^  but  quite  mfferentl^  wrought,  and  some  stndl  plates  of 
gold,;  ^hich.  the  nativte  use  as  ornaments.  The  admiral  gav^ 
the  cacique  in  return  ^pieo^iof  old  tapestry  han^ng  wmch. 
had  attracted  his  fancy,  some'  amber  beads  he  happened  to 
hiaye  about  his  neck,  a  pair  of  ^ed  shoes,  and  a'bottle  of  p^ 
range  flower  water,  with  all  of  which  he  was  much  pleased: 
He  and  his  attendants  seemed  mueh'  concerned  tliat  th^ 
OQuld  not  make  themselves  understood«by  the  Spaniards,  imd 
appeared  to  offer  them  whatever  the  country  produced.  The 
odmilcal  diewcd  him  a  piece  of  Spaniish  coiii,  bearing  the 
heads  of  theur  Catholic  majesties,  which  he  greatly  admired* 
88  also  the  colours  with  the  crosses  and  the  royal  amis.  Afle' 
having  been  treated  with  much  respect  and  attention  by  thA 
ViU '  admiral. 


^^^^ 


MirrtftuiStOny.^     miv  n*  book  ii. 


$dwMk  <  iAw  iMMKtae  ulnit  m.  shora,  and  wa»  oarried  bade  to 
itk. I9«r»(:aii  ftfAottror  Mer*  > ; He  «aa  acoompaaied  fagr  a  aon« 
awd^^if  fnoit  donoourM  of  paoiife  t  and  ail  the  UMfigi  whidi 
MillffV^iicmM'inn.  Iqr  tlw  adainl  were  carried  4iefore  htm, 
h(4il<fUlii)r<iMJ^gli«  Ait  thagr  inight  be  sees  and  admired  bj 
ftmiTptWKHiA.  bimeriaf  the  cadqueoune  nexton  bOavd,  whom 
ljlB^ismmja(aii  .tnaaied  with  mnich  Mipecti.  and  ncxtdiiy,  tlie 
jt^ivlrttl  (BHUwdia  cnaaa:  to  be:erectcd  in  an  qjen  tpot  of  the 
tiMWfit  A'  tin  ihe  MAr  aa  that  where  the  ead^e  reAflndwat  feur 
lmg90f  off  I  to  !<hiR  CVOS9  die  Jndia«:paid  fiiwat  leqieot,  in 
iniit^liQQofHieJ^piiuinii.        i 

^««cimirfilitook'levery..q>pertuiMty  of  ^Usosyerfaig  thaak 
tqiltiQQOffiiatiplaoe' whore  all  the  Indians  mMI  that  miftdi 
-mI4  iiiaa  tolbe4piotiiuiad,iani[  bsiag  d«MrousofeDntiMna||!Ml 
iipf0y«ii\y;4Q  thfrMsty  Im  hpiited  JBail  on  Tuesdiqr  nioht,  bat 
ClMiU  not,  duriittihe  whole  «f  Wedbevlagr  the  19th  l>eccm* 
hpsi  g«t.oiit.ot't»e  channel  )'«ctween  Hitpaniola  and  Tortoga, 
aor'Waa  heabfeitocrefedi  A  port  which  wai  in  tight.  Ue  law 
ahlil^dajMe  «C  ffrosdM  And  jniMwtainsi  imd  a  amaU  ithmd,  to 
lalMch  be|pa)Wiittii|^meof  St  11u>nMui;  and  frrnn  all  he  had 
peen«  he,  omdcIinImi  idiat.  Hifpaniok  Wat  a  ddilghtfid  country* 
blmd  witli  jplcaaant  weathc^,  and  haviiw  naiqr  tmpm,  mA 
p)«n^)of  iNm  haibaiim  On  llhuiitday  the  SOth,  he  pat  into 
«i|)prt  beliF«flili!lihe  little  islipd  df  St  Thomat  and  a  cap«* 
Jm^  hereii{rtr<ieiaoRlMiwnt»  and  nufiy  fires  in  the  oonntiy  | 
ftft  ihiet'lseateitibeii^ '^917  dry,  and  the  grant  gnMring  to  4 
gneai  bei^,  lAeiMiiTefi  >are  aocnstomed  to  let  it  on  fire,  both 
(9  fadfitMelbeir  patiage  firom  place  to  place,  and  for  the  pur* 
ngm  vitf'tskyiii^mt'  small  animals  reaemUii^  rabbits,  farmer^ 
w  tliM[itioKMii,#hifah  are -called  l/i^£^^  The  admiral  went  itt 
die  boHUipJaliei*  view  pf  the  harbour,  which  he  found  very 
|pQ(i|^;  :11le;Indilin&w»re  at  first  shy :  but  on  bebrlencoiH 
ringed  by  Itbcar  cowttfymen  in  the  idiipt^  they  flock^  in  sndi 
oniltitttms  dboiit  die  Spaxnaf  ds,  that  the  whole  thitre  <wat 
covered  with!  tnen,  woanin,  and  c^iildifeb.  :  Thoy  brouf^ 
l^tueht «!'  various  kiaids,  atnt^ng  whichiwaa  ooodbreid  n^adt 
olM«i«Ml;or  Indian  wheat,  and  gourds  Aill  of:  wal«i^  1'  nor  "did 
llnqr  hide  iIm^  womenf  las  in  otber  pJaces,^  but  all  statod'  ili«d* 
■ItMiob  of  tibe  Spaniandt,  And  seemed  lo  praise  Odd^  Thisft 
ploi^  ftrtte  fibiter,  better  Hhaped,  mone  ^{;obd'4)dlured  ahd 
gmirokis,  4l«NijiW)r  they,  had  seoi^  and  the  admiral  took  ihudi 
catte  that  lio  .offimce  dihuld.  be  gives  themi.  He  sent  ftix  nen 
to  viiiw!  lltfnr  town,  whfre  they  weto  mtertianed  aa  penMii 
' '  who 
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iriMrlMd  oomelrtnB  iMK^ak  At  tUi  tiiae  tiMre  eiiMi  iMi» 
cinow  with  Induuii,  Mitlqrti  cadqweto  reMMit  the  adttiiNJ 
wMild  cone  to  bi»  «>•«»  whciw  he  waited  for  raki,  irhh  rnalnr 
of  hit  people^  at  a  paint  or  cipe^  nM  fiv  <liitMM.  Hi  1^ 
aoooNUi^y  widi  dw:  boaia,  dwiigh  the  people  of  the  fdhnSe 
vdiere  he  new  waa  entreated  him  to  atay*  Ott  huidkii,  Ihe 
cadque  icnt  pitwi«iena  to  the  SpoBiardti  andt  en  nidiiig 
tiheaai  were  receired*  hk  <%MCdied  aeme^  In^aiii  to  fetdi  mcttt^ 
aad  aoiae  psmtta.  llie  admiral  gave  them  hawks-bdh^  i^ate 
beada,  imil  other  toys*  and  returned  to  the  ships^  die  #omeii 
and  children  crying  out  ibr  him  to  remain.  He  ordered  "ijpi^ 
to  be  givtn  to  ebiiie  of  the  IndiMM  that  followed  hhn  fli  ^ 
noes,  and  /other*  who^  swam  lialf  a  leagtm  to  thedtfiiV^lk. 


who 


Though  the  whole!  shore  seemed  ooveiM  wMl  people,  sr^ 
numbers  Were  «een  oonstandy  doing  to  and  from  f^ihfeHbr 
country,  across  a  great  plain  which  was  aHerwatls  caRed  Im 
Vt^  Meal^  or  the  Royal  Plain.  The  admiral  admired  this 
haritour,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Port  8t  Hiom  21,  be- 
cause diticovered  on  tlve  iilay  of  that  saint 

On  &tmday  ttie  2Sd,  the  admwal  intended  to  have  departed 
firom  tluK  piade  in  search  of  those  islands  where  di0  Indians 
aaid  there  was  much  gold,  but  was  hindered  by  th^  ilr^thet* 
jand  therefore  i^ent  the  i)oati>  to  catch  fish^  Soon  aflne^  tilwn^ 
came  a  man  from  Guaeatwgarii,  deshrii^  the  admh'ld'  wbki^ 
come  to  hb  country,  and  he  would  givte  him  iH  he  poss^ied. 
This  person  was  one  of  the  fhrc  sovere^[ni,  or  Ittperior  ^* 
ciqiaesiei'the  island,  andwas  lord  of  mostofitanpitteni  iitde, 
on  whtch.lfaelulmiral  then  waa<  OvaoMiigari  eent  to  die.  ad- 
miral* b^  his  miBsaenger,  a  girdle  which  he  wore  instead  of  a 
pfirie,  aind  a  «ie«r  or  mask,  having  the  euM,  t6iigue/f^ 
noai  eUl  made  of  beaten  |;old.  The  gii^  wali  "foor 
^ngiirs jbroad*  all  ieovered  wnh  small  fish;  bones,  cuvii^ilr 
wreugM,  aod  reaembbd  seed  poarla.  The  ddmiraj  wa|  resdlv^ 
ed  to  ^cfXMt  on  the  Add  t  but  in  the  iiUt  pliice^  he  sent  the 
notary  and  six  other  Spaniards  on  riiori,  ^o  gf^tiiy  the 
Hatitesi  wha  treated  dMm.  well,  and  bartei-ed  ifome  cotton 
and  grains  of  gold  for  toys.  About  120  canoes  came  off  to  the 
ships  with  provisions,  and  well  made  earthen  pitchers  painted 
ra[,  fill^  .^^  Wd  water.  They  likewise  brought  some 
oCll>«ir>PH^  Vbich  they  caUed  jLeii  and  to  Aew  diet 
it  was  whoiesOBoe,  they  mixed  some  of  it  in  i  dish  of  wa- 
ter, and  draiik  it  off.  As  the  bad  wither  detained  the  sbi^ 
the  adiniral  soit  the  notary,  accompanied  by  two  Indians,  to 
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3%towAiW^e)re jGufKwu^^  rewdedf-lo  Keifbeooddproonie 

.fli^i.fiWt  lumog  g9t  4(^n0  ctHitidenible  <|^ntity.  of  late,  h* 

,qe^j^  It  img^  be  moDi  idtettftil iQ:dus:  p«rtk    ]«>wh  oom- 

,p^|^,j||[iat,m»tl0»i4bmapMjiMii;cai^  the  ilupB  thU 

:.Wf  fWTr<>»w^Ji^>wP8i^  wiwetfcing  r<iid  thow  ylwcould 

i^ppt  jj^  mNli  lihirir  CMMM  iiit<>ith»>th9%  ibecaui»«f  tbe  iniili> 

^^^j^Hl,  fiil^  «|it:fiiiHUi0«Q^on)bMwd  loiitakftfrpni  then  wlMt 

j^i^il|a4;))«9iigte^!illKr0Bi  n^tthal  Iw  faidi  ■aen,  the  adhnifi^ 

coQcI^^  t^at;|l)iieidM4  mii^t  be  fl»Jehp.M£i^aiick.'  Hm 

Qq^^  ipfip  ^(<c^e4!bx>  Guacanagarit  Fho-c«ne  ont.ef  lua 

<t9^ptioi^j{qflf|t  him,  :«ndt  he  thouf^t  dbat  town  mora  «»• 

Igi^^y  .binlif  (hao  «piy  hh  had  seen }  mid  idl  the  natives  gazed 

on  .the,  l^poQiarda  with  BOrpriw  and  admiratifm*'  '^tlm  en- 

,ci(n|e  gfive  them  cotton-cloths,  pairots,  aild  man  pieem  of 

.gold ;  and  jthe  people  parted  with  any  thing  they  had  fox  the 

merest  triflem, which  they  kept  as  relics.    On  Monday  the 

24th,  the  admiral  went  on  shore  to  Tiaik  Ouacanagari,  whole 

^j^idenoe  was  four  or  five  leagued  from  th<e  pott  ^  jSt  TW 

mas.    After  his  return  to  the  ships,  he  went  to  bed,  the  wea^ 

ther  |b^ng.  (|ajita  <$Amt  as  he  had  viot.  slept  during  two  days 

i^d  i|  niffb^     The  weather  being  so  fine  the  steersnum 

|(4,<he,h(^min  charge  of  agnmmeif  althouah  the  admird 

'h^  ««piress^  ,comnMmded»  whatever  should  oe  the  weather, 

.;  that,  lie  who  was  eqfrusted  ifith  the  hehn  should  never  leave 

itta  ftuy  odipr.  person*    In  truth,:  no:  danger  wa8.a|KNreheiidi> 

edfiepm  rocks  qr  shoala}  as  on  Sunky,  when  the  bouts  at- 

t^^^  J(he  notfffy  to  the  rosidenoeoC  th^  oadquo,  th^  had 

'fipim4c4,  pU  the  coast  for  three;leagueB  to  the. SL  E.from  the 

jq^i^flPj^  had  made  observation  how  the  diips  might  pass  in 

,f^  a«  it.  WB»  now  a  dead  calm,  oU  went  to  sleeps 

'  ^themsi^ves  Jiree  iWun  all  kind  of  danger.  :  liso  hapi' 

iflttthf  qpwtent  oanricd/ on  the sh^ impero^Ubi?^ 

Vibe  Iwdiat  the  bdrnpevceivingithe  rudder  ti»'sti^e; 

gave  ttie  alfU'm*,;  The  admiral  wsis' the  first  «n  d^d^  after 

jWhcm  ciune,the.master,iwho8e  watch  it.was.  .  Hewas^wder* 

|c4.f(^^?lK)(tJt  HM,aflMt»  to  get  aH;  anchoc  into  the  boit, 

7  In  th«  Oriitindi  the  cUfreni  U  uid  toluNe  mtde"  to  iaad  a  tUMteltiiat 
innif^ havehfedbikeard a kagae'dT.''  Tim  ditunnunlBS it qiiltt Ucott^ 
•iitnu  with  Uip  csNm*  wcuri^  of  the  wholt  crMr ;  at  it  mmtineiMiril;^ 
have  mdicated  th^  appraadi  to  roclu  or  thoab ;  a«4  j»  thwffure  0BfiMt«4 
iS'lht'tncL— £.  '•     ■  "  I       ,,,       ."' 


eutfvii..flBGiv;ian.      >  ike  Diktnay  q^  Jhuriea, 


ms 


fih 


tfa*  it.  iiiwIitWcifried  <Mit  aitfem  iad  dnnpfiil  in^dttopii^' 
!  ter  jitin  hapesi  faj  nmuM  of ;  tbe  twptktn^  tbheten  Iteibip 
from  the  rock  on  which  it  hgr.    But,  inifeead  of  exHuriag 
rA€mmdtntibBfeoplB'inih»ho$^  off  to- 

liwaidt  the  othinr  cM»wi»  which  wa»1i«lf«^fcAg»B  <ft  Whidwari. 
Iadu»emeimiiByvp^Bci?ing-th«tlhe  w  fmcHj^ 

bt^^Taad^thit^itlift  wnmIwu  in  clanger  «f«ir«iMttitei«fa««A' 
nHml'tHndereditM'intttto  becutbj  d^  ancTlnarffof 

the  thiiigif  to  (be,  UMwn  into,  the  ae»*  to  lightettdiefiepd  and 
.0|rt>her)Si'.ii'Butr^aithiiig  would  do»  a*  the  Water«libad>»> 
'f>aeei(  and  die  -tbip  erciy  moment  ttudc  the  fitttj^i'Aaod 
dioi^jh  the  tea  wlw  cafan,  die '  ship  lay  atfawaii  the  iiaiiwii, 
harrstemg  <ipcticid,-)ihe  heetedto  one  aidey  j^mm^  at^akTiulaw', 
and'fiUed  withwatsr*  jilad  the  wand 'been  boiiiavaii»,oii  die 
Ma  mntliv  tiiot  <ai '  'man  #oidd  have  tmupedi  whciaib,  if  Ae 
Blaster:  naid>  executed  then ordbn>  of  the  admlp^ 'the  ASp 
might  ha^  be«a  liTed;*  Hidae  in  the  otteipoanvely^sedng 
the  aitnation  of  the  admiral^  not  mily^fefimdi  to'  lidmit'  the 
oeeble  Wio  had«6'8hamefiiUvdnated  him,  eald ordered  them 
oadE,  ibut  sentthdr  pwn  boat  to  g^#e  all  the  hal^  in  their  poam 
«r. '  ^ut  there  was  n&remetfy^  and  orders  were  ginM  to  me 
^iirery:  exertion  to  save  die  people.  For  thia  purpoee,'  die  ad^ 
yniral  seiot  Jamea  de  Arena  and  Peter  Gndcrfez  mklahore  to 
inform  the  cacique  that  he  had  lost  his  sUp  ab^pciand  a  half 
from  hia  tovim;  while  on  ihts  way  itb  make  him  a  >  visit;.  Onai- 
eaniagari  died  tear^ :  on  leamii^  the  mi«foitiiM»''attd  iaBrne^' 
ately  sent  out  his  canoea  to  dieir  assistance^r^^^hidb  immwdialrly 
aarn^off  «rarylhin|^tm  dedc  to  the  i^re.  -  The  «acique 
hiaMclftand  hit  baothers  attradad,  and  toofedl'posiiyfr  care 
[that  nadiing  should  betoudied.  He  evcMiatakl'hnnpMlf  li(y 
•die  goods, for dieir security^  andhad them dl'aiinriediDip Awe 
hdusesnipointediM'thcipnipose*  He  sent*  mcaiy  totthe 
admirad^  desiriag^him  aot  to  be  concerned  ifor  his  km,  &C'he 
•wouldgtve  hhtti  all  he  had  in  the  world.  The  Indiana  aaust^ 
ed.mth  so  mneh  diligence  and  gaod  wUl^t  tha^nodiiiig  better 
«ouklthave  been'  done  on  ^loccasidn,  evciif^idiegfHhad  been 
ontheooast  of  Spain;  They  Were  quite  neaoeafalaiaiid.  kind's 
dicirtlanguage  was  easy  to  pronounce  ana()cara|ithDUg^.na»> 
kad^^  manyifof  didr  custtNUas  were  comimtedablei-  di^  >cap 
oiqlie'wasi steady  in  all;poii»to,  and  ■mui  served  ki  peat  atateb 
The  people  were  venr  curious  in  asking  quaidoii%  deifring 
to  hafe  reaaodarand  exphaiali<uis  of  eveey  thing  dief^sawi 
dbqrlnitft  domrn.at  prayers,^  in;^inutationof  thefilpaiuardBt 
,Jbaa:i>."'it';'*  and 


mA. 
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^H^kfMlM*  fiHfi^>#  fid:  matmfimi  €m  Atls^ihtA  tatf  <Ml«r 


(^Jfifft^mt^i  fwtiill^piiiiig  tfe hmanm  wki^  On*  moi  nd 

.kiMd>*f  mm^fit^mmim  naiUlit  aMna^  wk»  miuiMPnt 
•4|liiiM  fKi^imlBwo^lritihilii  «^  aniawiiiiiMd 

4m9tmsiif!kilimtkflk6  ll0Bttid09^  make 

IpHWiJoiKi  ii  "PdMfili^ilaf^fimB  waaOm  to#ii  ^  btdulii  mniw 

■iidn  ■MJiiliwiMiitfllw^  ««U  imMitd  4Hth  Khewn 
llHPiiyay  i(bi»<fce?lfaitygMwa>hoir  nracb  tiia»e  «iete  priaHf  in 

(•li^igpvM4t  ID  mAaatjfein.i^bbafu  and-ollier 

Mrikfy,jl»!«iU  )i^'jqoiiUh»esbiiieiliraudit  to  hmmmd- 
4|k  >11i«ii^Mtag«alaborek.  lie  invited  die  adniind  to  Mne 
VHifjMtfrMeKttdi&aAc^whio^^  tlk>>cirief  M^tidn  oC<^ 
JMit|iMli&  l«|Mir)lHmrwiM  mMkt^lluvitigillicir^e^ 
•MiniiiMiJMJSUcplittirfcli  berides  dtlteri  mjm^  ojpnanwlitr  wpi«^ 
•Am  liiii  ibqittilMMr!iieck»  '  ^G1loOM■iaB(ri  cbm|ilMiied  ataiob 
't^Vm  <M||Amyj<»iiiihabiteiitiMtf  the  CSiibbeeyMids^twhom 
4«  «0  i{Miiiyili  or  mtateiter^  i^ae^aMithvy  carried  off  his  nifah 
jtdik  ti^The  admiral  ahow^  irim  ooT  w«apen%  aad  aaoong 
Wattar/Eiiildabb^*  initlie  taacef  wliich  ooeof  the  Spa- 
«Micd»  «■•  iva^taiMnl, andprooaiMd  to  defend  theai^  bat  hto 
^iaa  aaaiijafraidioffJihiB  cannop^  ae  #ben  theywdrefiradidl 
^JiidiaHi  datd  to-, ftdl  domi  as  if  Ueadi  V  ; ; 
'ja(ff!MBf  IheMli^ca  io  tractable  aad^iriHaffMticMied  to  Ifae 
OBaidMitit^{|Mb:ckmtiy  ag  pkaaant  and  feetile)  iknd  nidi  fnro- 
itegnAAttnitowof  gkild{.th^«diAurU  donohided  ithat  G6d 
tad  iwaiillnd  iHftl— iTDg?<h»iafaip<m  powioiB  thatio  ecttte- 
■fawn  ■iiblvhe  »aiifciit>tilit  piaoe,  oHitii*  tiaelpnnobtnff  c^  im 


{daocb  («*)raM  tlielpceBobtnff  « 
ldi^[>lNlBid[  BiilibtUigini  The  Aflmlgfatv  olUii|Mnttits  Aat  tfan 
dihwid  haJiefceyBBt  «My  to»lib  blm  !giok^;aBd  adviUitBge  of 
i»at  liii|i|^tiiiri»t(<kitiiHk^irii» far- the  teiif^rdv  cfaatniteaiay 
ImH  IfaelbpilitiftithM  woiidand'tbii  nextr  iFor  it  iftnetito<be 

would  Teritlire  upen  do  Many  hanh* 


•■hfai,piidtri<niiii,l;aa!  bad  ben  inndeifOBe  bv  the  adnhrid 
and  Ui  %UUiHB(iiiin:>  m>  doubtftd  and  hdlardooii  «n  eikter- 
ftim,imKiff  M  liat/m  bape  of  laoMr  *qiiard<to.aaetiiinfB4i)an 

«  'Ib^iidipniea^HfaiadA  tofobadcwarda  andfantaidi  baiv 
lein^tg^Jbr  1nvlBi4le&,  which  mp  the  ttrtiile  tiur^  ipdtt 
tiiri  esteemedy 


•*'^' 


bflV- 

hMII 
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titiieieaMSit  and  as  mom  as  thqr  came  near  tha  caisvdL  dupr 
hdd  iqf>  their  peces  of  gddt  caBing  out  Cihifw »  rihiyr,  as 
mudi  as  to  sa;|r  r<iAe  ami  gpr,  O^  my,  aa  J^um  on  pluNre 
came  with  a  pieceof  gold  wirii^iiiM^  iuKNlt  half  %  mark  4k.  feur 


onnees,  whicB  he  held  in  his  Mft  mini,  |>nW8n||  ffk  | 
hand  to  reodve  the  bi^  which  he  no  "W^^  flat  hola . 
ho  dropt  the  gold  ana  ran  away,  as  u  thintlag'  that . 
cheated  the  ^oaniard.  The  ajdmiia],,  (bf  thf  fffywii 
assigned,  rei(UTed  to  lAave  some  men  In  liskim^^^ ' 
with  the  Indians,  to  make  reseaf^hasr  htt(»  tke  n.^ 
the  iijaiad,  aiod  to  learn  th^  Iwi^guegei  thiyt,^  oij  hia  n,.n — 
%Mun,  he  might  have  i^pme  pm^ion^aMe  to  (Breet,  l^wi^hij 
ii^  <^nie«k  and  snhduing  uie  cqmviy  %  awL >;pi-.ii)tH 
his  design,,  many  My  ottered  t9  r^maip^  I%f^i^( 
thera^,  fi^rbinldhtg  a  tower,  of  fasn^wmv^. 
the  ship  thai^  was  cMtawi^.  In  tfa»  meamiai 
brought  by  some  oif  th^  naUves,,  lM  tl^  cavi^t^ ;., . 
a  river,  towards  the  eai^  end  of  Hiq^aB^ai;  lMay 
gari,  at  the  admirals  retmest,  sent  to  get  carlflpi  ** 
respecting  this  repport.  ^e  admiral  to«l^i|fiifcii«i 
iranoe  the  construction  of  the  fort  As  Guacy^u^gafii 
piessed  great  dread  of  the  C^Hbbees,  to  enooN~'  — 
at  the  same  ti^ie  to  impvefM.him  with  a  sljraiu(..,n7— .  ^.  t 
ficaigr  of  tlw  Spanish  arms,  the  adn^wcfnWBcr<«9a,«|tif 
ncpM  to  be  fired,  in  presence  ofthecaciw^  i|^^;tte]s^«« 
the  jnrecked  ship,  when  ^e  ball  pio^ ijhhwgb  aip^.njiltipl^ 
the  water  beyond.  Hailing  thus  shewn  \mi^  yAu^^miffja9i!n>^ 
onr  weapons  could  do,  he  told  the  caoi<mim'  #e^  jf^WNIf  Jl9 
meant  to  leave  in  this  phwe  woidd  delw4hini  'm^  hia 
enemies  with  these  we^^s  during  Iusafas«iiea|  a^fa  in^^MdU 
ed  to  return  into  S^pam,  on  purpose  to  *-^—  *^-*-  *— *- 


and  other  fine  things  to  present  to  iJip*   ^*$^^  k^Fa 
which  the  Spanimrds  gave  to  the  Indianvdpey  ?era  nm^i^l^ 


hawksMbeUs;  insomuch  that  some  of  uintffi  p^<^,  ^^^'V 
diere  might  be  none  left,  used  to  come  to  the  c«9t^  J^  il»n 
evening,  and  request  to  base  one  jcept  kit  thfin  iitf  msJAmfP^ 

SiClfU^ 


.-'n-r.^'^Z-^i^-'^—^m^i} 
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AtAili  a  JPbrt  in  HH^aniolai  and  prepares  fof 
UirOutkio  Spain,  . 


Tix  odmfrilS  had  tent  a  l^pAiniaid  in  a  canoe,  to  aidearodi' 
toU^  barth^  (btravd  Plnta,  and  to  pany  a  letter  to  Martin 
iym>' Pittton,  iHiMn  he  kfaidl7  reqnMted  to  r^ih  hhii^ 
iddkltit  taldng  any  notice  of  theikult  he  had  committed  In 
parthi^'  without  i^ve.  But  the  Sjjaniard  returned,  wfang 
that  he  hid  gone  )iAx>ve  twnity  leajBttea  abhg  the  coast,  with- 
6ttt  tieing  abte  to  find  or  hiearor  the  Finta:  but  if  he  had 
blUy^phyoteded  five  or  six  leaffues  fiurther  he  had  not  lost  his 
labour.  '  Some  time  afbnvaros,  an  Indian  rqwrted  that  he 
had  s^nthe  miildnffcaravd  in  a  river  oidj  two  days  befinre ; 
i^  he  Was  notb^eved,  sinde  tlie  others  had  not  seen  her* 
BMit afterwards  appeared  timt  diis  man  spdce  truth  j  as  he 
Bddj|(ht  hav«  seen  f}!^  fiom  some  h^h  sround,  and  made  haste 
to  66ttie  with  the  news.  The  sailbir  ^o  had  «me  in  the  ca- 
ncfe  in  s^udi  of  the  Pinta  r^rted,  diat  he  had  seen  a  caci- 
que^ idbout  twenty  leagues  to  the  eastwards,  who  had  two 
fatg6  dates  of  gold  on  his  head,  as  had  several  of  his  attend* 
ants}  Ihtt'that,  immediately  on  beii^  spdcen  to  fay  the  Indi- 
ans* of  the  canoe,  he  tooK  diem  off  and  boncealed  them. 
FVom  &ii  circumstance,  the  achniral  imagined  that  Guacana* 
garihad  foirbiddai  diem  to  sdl  any  gold  to  the  l^ianiards,  will- 
ing to  have  the  whole  of  that  trade  to  pass  through  his  own 
hancb.  The  building  of  the  fort  went  on  expemtiously,  as 
die  adtaoAral  went  ori  snore  daily  to  superintend  and  hasten  the 
works,  but  alwayar  sl^t  on  board  the  caravel  Nii^a.  As  he 
went  oti^  day  on  diofe  in  the  boat,  he  thoi^t  he  saw  GIubp 
caiunari  slip  into  his  house,  as  if  to  avoid  bemg  seen  f  but  he 
had  done  so  apnarendy  for  the  more  state,  haviiu;  concerted 
<0  tecdve  the  aomhral  ceremonious^ ;  fin*  he  sent  his-  brother, 
who  received  the  admiral  with  much  civility,  and  led  him-by^ 
the  hand  into  one  ofthehoiAes  appointed  for  the  accommoda. 
tion  of  the  Christians,  which  was  the  laivest  and  best  in  the 
town.  Th^  had  here  prqwrcda  place  ror  the  admiral  to  sit 
in,  adorned  with  large  slips  of  the  thin  inner  bark  of  palm 
trees,  as  large  as  a  great  calfs  skin,  and  much  of  that  shape 
and  appearance ;  forming  a  clean  cool  alcove,  laige  enough 

to 
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to  cover  a  man,  tad  to  defend  bim  from  th^  ttAi,  "uuae 
bfoad  ilipkof  pdm  bark  aerre  tlM  indiaii*  fbr  manv  ptu^^bMt^ 
and  are  called  Yaguat  in  their  language.  They  ne^fe  ieated 
^e  admiral  in  a  onair,  having  a  low  baoi  aikd  very  handabme, 
Hi^  ai  are  used  by  the  In&nt,'  add  a*  blades  emfodhi  and 
ahining  as  if  made  of  pollihed  jet  As  loon  as  he  ivM  tested 
the  brother  mure  notice  to  the  cacique,  who  came  presently, 
and  hung  a^i^ge  plate  of  ^old  abcnit  the  adnyrtk  ntdkiip^ 
porently  with  much  satisfiurtion,  and  rtayed  with  fahn  till  it 
grew  late,  when  the  admiral  went  on  board  the  cantvisl  as  ten* 
alto  sleep. 

'  Among  the  many  motives  which  induced  the  admiral,  to 
settle  a  colony  in  this  place,  he  considered  that -many  -mi^  be 
inclined  to  go  from  Spain  to  settle  in  the  new  disdotered 
ooantry,  nHien  it  was  known  that  some  p^rsohM  were'alriBady 
there  f  he  likewise  considered  that  the  caravel  which  r^ainecl 
coold  not  conveniently  accommodate  the  crews  of  both  vifsseb, 
and  the  people  he  meant  to  leave  were  perfectly  satisfied  with 
thenr  lot,  bemg  much  encowaged  by  the  mildness  and  aflabi- 
lity  of  the  natives.  Likewise,  though  he  had  resolved  to 
carry  over  some  of  the  Indians,  and  such  other  things  worth 
notice,  aa  had  been  found  in  the  country,  in  testimony  of  his 
discovery  and  its  value ;  he  thought  it  might  add  g^*eatty  to 
the  reputation  of  his  discoveries,  and  be  a  cottvindiiig  proof 
of  the  excellence  of  Uie  country,  when  it  was  known  that 
several  of  his  men  had  setded  there  with  their  own  free  will; 

The  fort  was  surrounded  by  a  ditch,  and  thoun^  btdlt  of 
wood,  was  qttite  suffidoit  for  the  defence  of  it»  intended  ^srri- 
son  against  the  natives.  It  was  finished  in  ten  days^ '  as  » 
neat  nundber  of  men  were  employed  in  its  ctm8tAi6t(on. 
The  admiral  gave  it  the  naineot  Laritla  de  Navidad,  or  the 
town  of  the  Natmtyf  because  he  came  to  that  port  on  Cbtu^ 
mas  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  39th  December,  a  very  yoni^ 
but  ingenious  lad,  who  was  nqohew  to  the.  cadqife,  dune  on 
board  the  caravel ;  and  as  the  admiral  was  still  eaiter  to  know 
wh^ce  the  Indians  had  their  oold,  hensed  to  ask  ufi»  ^estion 
of  every  <me  by  signs,  and  now  began  to  understand  some  words 
of  the  Indian  lai^puage.  He  accordino^y  inquired  of  this  youth 
about  the  mines,  and  understood  that  he  informed  him,  **  lliat 
at  the  distance  of  four  days  journey  to  the  eastwards  there  were 
oertun  iitlands,  called  Guarionex,  Maoprix,  MayoiiSj  Fumay, 
Cibao,  and  Coroyj  in  which  then  was  abundance  of  gold.*^ 
The  admiral  wrote  down  these  words  immediately  i  but  it 

was 
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"[■■iH^Bp.or dimiMi  fai  HJ^ftaiolB, ad^ It miZ^ 
..r....l|il'v|plWi.  <t:.fl«ci^m>  GMi«r»*fi«r  WM  «liiaf  .il.the 
ipm  f«pli^>t  iMmwIyi  ■nmrtnatiri  under  th»  nM«ii  ff^^ 
fPiKr  Ml*  IN  m  irandaet  of  aatart,  m^  Am  youth  aMHifct<» 

^iM  CttM*  niWeh  abottodedin goU»  bdongedtocdM^ 

dlMlfloW*  ThtolbvBuiM.lMlon8tdtootlifr]Mo^ 
tip4)%lBi4il^<li»adiBiraI  omitted  aotao  ktten  and  Mldad 
otiben,  not  knowing  wdl  how  to  ^pell  them  praperj|ji:.«nd  k 
•IPfiifpd  19  hi||i»  tM  the  l|in^<bvolikMr»  who  wm  fnmntf'nr 
pniP^  li>»M  far  Miing  thaw  ntowi.  At  nJiht  tha  caciyMn 
fHp^ali  hftud  alain^mldiaadc  to  the  admiral,  dedMagiifc 
ii$lllip!  #  Ipdn  and  pitcher,  which  wereperhaptof  faram  or 
ipatar,  and  were  iaunediat^  wnt  to  Uin,  it  bong  believed 
^bra  were  wanted  m  medeb  by  wludi  tomake  otherH  of  gold. 
;  QnSwMbv  the  SOth  December,  tlia  admiral  went  on  woaa 
ta  dinnar»  wher^  he  found  five  odier  caciquet,  afi  Hifajecti  M) 
C^ifCfwyri,  w||o^  all  had  ffojd  crown»  on  their  headii^  and 
4ffi|air«n  hi  mudi  jtate.  A«  loon  ai  he  hmded,  Guacana* 
pMi  cane  to  icotive  him,  and  kd  him  by  the  arm  to  the 
SooBB  in  which  he  had  been  before,  wher«  a  place  oi:stat»- 
^na  prqpnied  with  several  chairs  He  made  the  admbal  Hk 
down,  with  much  courtesy  and  respect^  and  taking  die  crown 
findni  hie  onrn  head, ,  put  it  (A  that  of  dM  admiral )  whov  in 
li^ntpn*  UHik.a  string  qf  curious  glaie  bead*  of  numy  cdmtn, 
wiiA^nyt  Afomf9  frw»  his  own  necfc#  wd  put  it  round!  die 
VeJ^^Glqaoaaagari,  and  also  put  on  him- a  loose  coot  of  fine: 
dajk.!^!^  he .^ben  hiHppened  to  wear.  He  also  senr  for  m. 
|ilir^^<#]wiM  bnskuMy  winch  he  caoned  him  todraw  onii 
and:  pfk-  «9  hia  A>|gc  a  k^  liiver  ring^.  snich  as  was  worn: 
b^ripPf  oi^lkvitMiraeni  bong  unformed  thirt  the  cacique  had 
aaan  tm,^  9P|l;f;Was  anxious  to  get  k,  as  the  ladiiuw^iut  n- 
mil:  n^MO  on  nny  ndiite  metal,  whether  ^ver  or  pewters 
Tl^  rifta  pVwied  Ouaci»iagBri  highly,  and  mede  him  be- 
liCfi  hSoself  the  Bcheat  jnoCentate  in  the  wetld.  Two  of  the 
lahtidinite  caciq«ea,att»ded  the  aifcniral  Un  tha  boat,  and> 
^ncil  of  them  gun  him  a  kurge  pkite  of  gold,  which  w^re  not 
«aat»  but  foiBMopail  of  many  gndna  battened  out  between  two 
sjUmae*  aa  the  Indiiuii  are  fgoorant  of  the  art  of  melting  and 
fonn#B(S^  Whan  die  admiml  went  en  board  the  canard  to 
4mp  ai|  «»ual»  Vmcent  Yanes  Pinzon  aflkmed  diat  he  had 
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M^B  ihnb0rb,aad  kiidw  tebrandiwaadraots.  9pneMik 
n^  wire  accoffdingly  Mat  m  ihor*  for  thii  MMMad'nMif 
lMili4  «f  nhich  tlMjr  bfo^ghk  a  iMMkeMkll  on  «»anl  «r  « 
umpk^i  bit  on  b^  btonclit  to  Sjooa,  H  tWD«d  ont  not  W 
b«  ihuUrlK  la  tho  opiii&i  of  lk  adMnI,  the  nbMMM^ 
odbd  ^M  by  the  inlMbiUQti  of  tliijptfiiohi  wm  a  vabafafe 
qpioe»  belter  even  than  the  ptfipcr  ok  graiiia  «f  ptniM 
which  is  bram^t  from  tlie  eaeti  and  heeonifculid  that  olher 
kindi  of  ipioe  would  pnobaUjr  be  feuhd  in  Um  aewly  diiM)0Tei«» 

Cd  l^lfHM^fr 

Having  finished  the  construction  of  the  fort,  and  amdooi 
t^:  ntaurn  into  3pain  to  give>an  account  of  his  haapy  diioAi. 
ieryaS  a  wdl  peopled  country,  hanng  stnag  incHcatiaos  of 
abounding  in  gaU,  the  admiral  prepwed  for  his  departorofaw 
taking  in  a  supptyoC  wood  and  uriter,  and  all  other  neJeeMariw 
for  we  voyige  whidi>  ooidd^  be  procured  n  that  connti^. 
Chiacanagari  .ordered  the  %)aaiards  to  be  supplied-with  as 
much  of  the  opuntry  bread,  caHed  eomfta,  or  oMida,  as  tiny' 
needed,  and  also  with  axi^  salted  fish,  and  every  odier  pro^ 
'  duction  of  his  country.  Ahhou^  he  wished  tc<  have  extended  - 
his  examination  of  the  new  discovered  coast,  which  he  be- 
liev^  to  run  fiur  to  th«  eartwards,  the  admiral  did  not  think 
diis  advisable  in  his  present  situation,  havinp;  only  one  cara- 
vel, and  conplained  mudi  of  the  desertion  oTMamn  Alonzo 
FinaoVa  Inr  which  he  felt  himself  constrained  to  return  to^ 
Spain,  without  prosecuting  his  discoveries.  He  c^ose  thirty'' 
nine  men,  of  those  most  willing  to  remain  in  the  aland,  and 
who  were  stnmg  and  healthy,  over  Whom  he  appointed  James 
de  Arena,  a  native  of  Cordova,  to  be  cwtain  of  the  fort  of 
die  Nativ^y.  In  case  of  his.deadt,  Peter  Gutierrez,  agroopi 
of  the  privy  chamber  of  their  Catholic  muesties^  was  to  sub* 
oeed  to  the  command,  and  after  him  Roderick.de  Eacovedb* 
a  niitive  of  S^^ovia.  He  left  likewise  Master  John  as  max*' 
geon  tothe  garrison,  with  a  ihip  carpenter,  a  eoaper,  an  e»> 
perienced  gunner,  and  a  taitor;  all  the  rest  being  al^seao 
men.  Frtrni.  the  ships  stores,  the  fort  was  furnished  with  as 
much  wine,  biscuit,  and  oth^r.  provisions  as  could  be  spated, 
sufficient  to  laat  a  year ;  together  with  seeds  for  sowing,' 
commodities  for  bartering  with  the  natives,  all  the  canmm 
bekmging  to  the  wrecked  ship,  and  her  boat  Every  thing 
being  now  in  readiness  for  his  own  departure,  the  admina 
ddlcn  together  the  whole  members  of  this  new  cdony,  to 
whom  he  made  a  speech  to  tlte  foUowing  ell^t.    He  de- 
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tlMtt  to  praiMf  Oooy  wW  had  brou|^t  thoH  to  this 
ne^W  diieonnd  country^  onr  purfowi  ^  propagate  km  kdy 
fdipflki*  M  Ihrd  Rkte  Aodd  Chriitiarts,  Mrid  to  praj  for  « 
aafii  voyage^  that  fan  lawit  soon  veioni  with  a  niffiejent  force. 
He  cauimed  t)icah  t^ob^  die  OBptam  bo  had  set  orav  tfaem, 
air  indiipcnsUj  neeeiMiiy  Ut  their  own  safety.  He  charged 
llMfailo  reweet  the  cadqae  Ckiaeaniaflari,  aim  to  do  no  wrong 
%»  Hmej  of  toe^  natireB^  that  they  mi^t  be  confinned  m  their 
Idea,  of  the  S^lards  hatrii^  been  sent  from  heac?eii*  Ha 
desired  them  to  survey  the  coasts,  by  means  of  their  boat  ancl 
tiw  eam^  of  the  natives }  to  endeavour  to  diseover  the  gold 
i»»iiii>  and  to  search  for  a  good  harbour,  w  he  wae  by  n0 
iMaM  satisfied  with  that  of  the  Nativity  j  to  endeavour  to 
IWbcive  ae  much  oold  as  possible  by  fair  barter)  to  acqukre 
ibe  ln»giia|(e  of  we  oountty,  and  to  cultivate  a  good  onderw 
slandnog  wrth  the  natives.  And  finally  assured  them,  that* 
aa  they  were  the  fvnX  settlers  in  this  new  fomid  empire,  he 
ibctald  reconmend  them  to  their  Catholic  majesties*  wbj 
wonld  leeward  dieir  services.  At  the  oonekisioaof  thisad** 
drtas^  they  aH  promised  faithfully  to  observe  (h^  advioas^and 
oideri  #hidh  h*  had  given. 

On  Wednesday  the  9d  of  January  U9S,  the  admira]  went 
on  dhoie  to  tahe  leave  of  Guacanagari,  and  dined  with  him 
and  bis  dependant  caciques.  He  rccommemled  them  to  be 
hind  to  the  Christians,  who  were  to  remain  in  the  cwntry 
to  defend  them  against  the  Caribs,  and  promised  soon  to  re- 
turn from  Spain,  whence  he  should  bring  them  magniiioent 
jnrcsents  from  their  Catholic  majesties.  Guacanagari  made 
nim  a  courteous  answer,  expressing  much  sorrow  for  his 
approaching  departure }  and  one  ofliis  attendonts  said  that 
•everal  panoes  had  be»i  sent  along  the  coast  to  seek  for 
gold.  The  admiral  was  much  inclined  to  have  madea  tirenit 
0f  &e  whole  idand,  whence  he  wat  convinced  he  might  have 

Erocured  #  ton  of  gold :  but,  besides  the  risk  of  protracting 
is  voyagv  with  one  ship  onty,  he  was  apprehensive  lest  thf 
IhMk  iriiight  get  atffc  to  Spoin  before  him,  and  that  Pinion 
^^ht  preiudice  their  Catholic  maicsties  against  him,  in  ex# 
«use  Ibr  his  own  desertion }  for  wnich  reason  he  resolved  tQ 
denur^  wit)i^ut  fiarther  dflay. 
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Aeeottni  of  the  vojfogt  home,  from  Hispantoh  to  huhon. 

On  Friday  the  4th  of  Janutory  1499,  Columbm  took  fab 
departure  from  the  harbour  of  the  Nativitv,  steering  to  the 
eoitwards,  towanit  a  very  lofty  mountain  iike  a  pavilion  or 
tent,  bare  of  tree«,  which  they  named  3Xonti  Ckritto^  at 
€hri»t'i  Mount,  lliis  mountain  is  four  leagues  from  the 
NatifHy,  and  eighteen  leagues  from  Cabo  SatUo,  ov  the  Holy 
Ctfiii.  Thiit  night  he  anchored  «k  leagues  bevond  Montt 
Christo.  Nc-xt  day  he  advanced  to  a  small  island,  near 
which  there  were  good  sak  nits,  which  he  examined*  He 
WAS  much  delightc  .  with  the  beauty  of  the  woods  and  plains 
in  this  part  6t  the  island,  insomuch  that  he  was  disposed  to 
believe  it  must  be  CipangOf  or  Japan  i  and  had  he  known 
thttt  he  was  then  near  the  rich  mines  of  CiAoo,  he  would  bovi 
been  still  more  confirmed  in  that  opinion.  Leaving  this 
place  on  Sunday  the  6th  of  January,  and  eontinuiiig  bis  voy* 
age,  he  soon  descried  the  caravel  Pinta  coming  towards  him 
in  Ml  sail.  Both  vessels  returned  to  the  andiorage  at  Monte 
Christo,  where  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon  endeavoured  to  exeusi 
himself  for  having  parted  company.  Though  ilur  iVom  being 
satisfied,  the  actniiral  pretended  to  be  cdnvinced  by  bis  ex* 
cnses  I  yet  believed  that  Pinzon  had  procured  a  eonsideraUe 
quantity  of  gold  during  his  separation,  keeping  half  to  him* 
self,  and  giving  the  other  half  to  his  crew,  to  secnrc  their 
silence.  To  a  considerable  river  which  fitlls  into  tlie  sea  neor 
Monte  Christo,  the  admiral  gave  the  name  of  ^lo  <20' Oro, 
or  Golden  River,  because  the  stuid  had  the  appearonoe  of 
gold.  Wednesday  the  9rh,  hoisting  sail,  the  admiral  coma 
to  Ptmta  Boxa,  or  Red  Cape,  thirty  leagues  east  ftam  MoDte 
Christo,  where  they  procured  tortoises  as  large  as  bttoiklert| 
which  wait  there  on  snore  to  lay  their  eggs  in  the  sandt  The 
admiral  afibmed  that  he  saw  three  meftnoids  at  this  place,  and 
that  he  had  seen  others  on  the  coast  of  Guinea.  He  do- 
scribed  them  as  hiiving  some  resemblance  to  the  htunon  fiM^ 
but  by  no  means  m  beautifiil  as  they  are  usually  represented; 
From  Pnnta  Roxa,  he  proceeded  to  Rfo  de  Garda,  or  the 
river  of  Grate,  where  MatUn  Alonso  Pinzon  hod  lieen 
troding,  and  which  is  likewise  ct^led  by  his  OMne.  At  this 
•"■"*  ' ' '  ►  placCf 
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S1ace»  be  set  four  Indians  on  shore  who  had  been  taken  away 
y  Pinzon. 
On  Friday  1 1th  January,  be  came  to  a  cape  called  Bel- 
fr  :do,  iroin  the  beauty  of  the  coast,  whence  they  had  a  view 
of  a moontain: covered  with  snow,  which  looked,  like  silver, 
whence  it  was  named  Monte  de  Plata^  or  Silver  Mountain  ; 
and  to  a  harbour  in  its  neighbourhtMxil,  in  the  shape  of  a  horse 
dioe,  the  admiral  gave  the  name  of  Puerto  de  Phta,  or  Silver 
Pi)rt..  Running  tt^n  leagbes  farther  along  the  coast,  assisted 
by  the  current,  he  passed  several  capes  or  head-lands,  which 
be  named  Ptaita  del  Angel,  or  Angel  Point,  bel  Yerro,  or 
Mistake  Point,  El  Redondo,  or  Ilound  Point,  El  Frances, 
or  French  Point,  Cabo  de  Buentiempo,  or  Cape  Fair-weather, . 
and  El  Tajado,  or  Upright  Cape.  Next  Saturday  he  ad^ 
vanced. thirty  leugues  farther,  admiring  the  beauty  and  extent 
of  the  island,  and  passing  Cabo  de  Padre  y  Hijo^  or  Cape 
Father  and  Son,  Puerto  Sacro,  or  Sacred  Port,  and  Cabo  de 
les  Enanuirados,  at  Lovers  Cape,  Near  this  last  cape  an  ex- 
traordiiiarily  large  Imy  was  di><covcred,  three  leagues  wide, 
having  a  small  island  in  the  middle.  He  remaintKl  for  some 
time  at  this  places  on  purpose  to  observe  an  eclipse  which  was 
expected  to  take  place  on  the  17th,  the  opposition  of  Jupiter 
and  the  moon,  and  the  conjunction  of  the  sun  and  Mercury 
in  opposition  to  Jupiter.  \t  thi«  plaire  the  admiral  sent  a 
boat  on  shore  for  water,  where  some  men  were  found  armed 
with  bows  acd  arrows,^  from  one  of  whom  they  bought  a  bow 
and  some  arrows,  and  persuaded  him  to  go  on  board  to  visit 
the  admual.  Whftn  asked  for  the  habitation  of  the  Carib- 
hem,  thitt  person  pointed  to  the  eastwards  {  apd  when  asked 
where  gold  was  to  be  had,  he  pointed  towards  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico,  saying  it  produced  much  guania,  or  pale  gold, 
which  is  highly  valued  by  the  Indians.  The  admiral  gave 
this  man  two  piect»  of  red  and  green  cloth,  and  some  glass 
beads,  uxd  then  set  him  on  shore.  Fifty-five  naked  Indians 
jay  in  ambush  in  the  wood,  but  the  Indian  who  had  been  on 
board,  made  them  lay  flown  their  arms  and  come  to  the  boat. 
Thet>e  men  wqre  their  hair  long,  like  the  Spanish  women, 
having  their  beads  ornamented  with  large  plumes  of  feathers. 
Besides  bows  and  arrows,  they  were  armed  with  swords  made 
of  hard  palm  tree  wood,  and  neavy  wooden  spears  or  javelins. 
IVo  of  their  bows  were  purchased  by  order  of  the  admiral  { 
but,  instead  of  selling  any  more,  they  endeavoured  to  seize 
|h^  Spaniards ;  for  which  reason  they  fell  uppn  thcm»  giving 
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one 'a  great  cnt  tin  the  buttodcs,  and  felled  another  by  a  Mcfar 
oil  the  breatt,  on  which  they  all  ran  away  and  Were  not  piilw 
sued.  This  was  the  first  hostility  committed  da  this  iskind 
between  Htsa  i^niards  and  Indians)  for  which,  thoiu^  th« 
admiral  was  coiliD6rned,  he  comforted  himself  that  the  UKliana 
miffht  know  what  the  Spaniards  could  do  to  then  when  at^ 
tacked.  *f 

On  the  momiilg  of  Monday,  1 4th,  a  number  of  people  mp" 
peared  on  the  shore,  and  the  admiral  ordered  the  nien  in  hb 
boat  to  stand  on  thdr  guard  ;  hut  the  nativen  shewed  no  signs 
of  hostility,  and  the  cacique  of  this  part  of  the  country  came 
on  board  the  admiral,  attended  by  the  Indian  who  bad  been 
there  before  and  three  other  men.  The  adnnrai  ordered 
them  biscuits  and  honey  to  eat,  and  gave  them  red  caps,  bits 
of  coloured  cioth^  and  beads.  Next  day,>  the  cacique  sent  his 
gold  crown  to  the  admiral  and  a  great  quantity 'of  provisioMS, 
tiie  men  who  brought  these  things  being  all  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows.  Among  the  Indians  who  came  on  board  the 
caravel,  Columbus  selected  four  youths  who  ap{)eared  to  have 
good  capacities,  with  the  view  of  carrying  tnem  into  Spain* 
From  these  he  learnt  many  circumstances  respecting  ^  the 
countiy.  He  departed  from  this  bay,  which  he  named  De  log 
FlechoSf  or  of  Arrows  on  Wednesday  the  16thof  Jaoiuary, 
not  thinking  fit  to  remain  any  longtT,  as  the  caravels  were 
leaky.  Having  sailed  sixteen  leagues  with  the  wind  at  N.  N. 
W.  the  Indians  on  board  pointed  out  the  inland*  which  is  now 
cdled  San  Juan  de  Puerto  Hico,  in  which  they  Said  the  Ca- 
ribbces  lived,  who  are  cannibals  or  man<-eaters.  Though  de* 
sirous  of  exploring  these  islands,  yet  to  satisfy  the  men,  and 
because  the  wind  freshened,  he  gave  orders  to  steer  a-coursc 
for  Spain. 

For  some  time  they  sailed  on  prosperously,  seeing  many 
tunniiw  and  gulls,  and  tell  in  with  abundance  of  sea  weeds, 
with  which  they  were  now  well  acquainted.  They  killed  a 
'  tunny  and  a  large  shark,  on  which  they  made  a  comfortable 
meal,  having  no  other  provisions  now  left  except  wine  and 
biscuit-  The  caravel  Pinta  could  not  sail  well  upon  a  boulhtef 
as  her  mizen  mast  was  iaulty,  and  coukl  hardly  admit  of  car- 
ry imi;  any  sul  4  on  which  account  little  way  was  made,  as  the 
admiral  had  to  wait  for  her.  At  times,  when  the  weather  was 
calm,  the  Indians  on  board  used  -to  leap  into  the  sea  and  swim 
about  with  gi^at  dexterity.  Mavins  sailed  several  duys  on 
scvertd  .tacks*,  .owing  to  change^  in  the  wind»  Aey  compared 
^*^i'n^ -v-r-..  ,;  their 
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thdr  vpekoniuip.  Pkiaon,  ahd  the  piloli  Sancho  R«jf» 
PomloiiaD  Niilno,  and  O^ldan,  judged  thai  the^  w«re  to  ihe 
MMbranfo  of  tha  Aaorea^  kawing  db«red  coosidehibly.tnaie 
mty  diian  the^  hMl  actuaUv  moi  and  prapowd  to  bear  to  this 
WUi,  hf  wliidi  the^  wboid  come  to  Madeira  or  Portt>  Saiito. 
But  Ao  aifaniral,  being  moreslnliiil  in  ooniputin|^  the  0(Mira», 
reckoned  150  Icaffues  short  of  the  others.  On  Tuesdiiytbe 
-19Ch  Ftbrnary,  a  fierce  storm  aroae,  su  that  the  ahipa  hsa  for 
BeinM  time  to  driTe  under  bare  poiesi  and  the  sea  frequently 
btrdce  over  dieir  decks.  On  Wednesday  morning,  the  wind 
dadtened  a  fittfef  and  they  were  able  to  shew  a  small  bit  of 
^fctiivasf  bat  towards  night  Uie  storm  again  arose,  and  the 
Waves  ran  «o  bi^  that  the  ships  were  luurdly  able  to  live. 
The  admiral  «nda«vowred  to  carry  a  closfr*rtefied  mainsail,  to 
bear  his  ship  over  the  surges }  but  was  nt  length  f^wccd  to  lay 
to,  and  to  swffeir  his  ship  to  drive  astern  before  die  wind.  On 
Thursday  the  14th  February,  the  storm  increased  ao  that 
%rrery  one  expected  to  perish,  and  it  was  concluded  the  Finta 
bad  fiw^darad  as  she  was  not  to  be  seen.  In  this  eouremity, 
ilbe  jadmifal  wl^bte  tti  account  of  his  discovery  on  a  skin  of 
liiirchiiiMitte  whien  he  wrapped  up  in  an  oil  skm,  and  put  into 
te  cieso  aak  which  he  uirew  into  ^e  sea  j  in  hope,  if  he 
ehovflA  be  tost,  lliat  this  might  reach  their  Catholic  n^ijesties. 
The  crew  belieted  that  this  was  some  act  of  devotion,  aad 
were  Ae  iMMWe  oataArmed  in  this  idea,  as  the  wind  sOon  after- 
wards dadtenkl.  On  Friday  the  Idth  of  February,  land  was 
seeii  a^iead,  to  the  £.  N.  E.  which  some  aHmd  to  be  Ma- 
dura, ttrbile  others  insi^ed  it  was  the  Rock  of  Lisbon )  but  the 
idmiffal  assaned  them  it  was  one  <^  the  Aaores.  They  plied 
txMdtWairdB  and  forwards  ibr  three  days,  endeavouring  to  get 
up  to  this  land,  during  which  time  the  admiral  suffered  much 
1t4th  goift  in  his  kigs,  having  beeh  kmg  exposed  to  die  cold  and 
lint  on  deck  dating  the  storm.  At  leiuith,  with  much  dlfficul*- 
tV,  thev  came  to  anchor  on  Monday  the  18th  under  the  north 
wde  or  the  island,  whidi  proved  to  be  St  Marys,  one  of  the 
AMres. 

The  caravel  was  immediately  hailed  by  three  men  fr^Mn  die 
she^re,  fi>r  whom  th^  admiral  sent  his  boat,  when  they  brought 
odr  some  Mffreshmeats  of  bread  and  fowls  firom  Joan  do  C^s^ 
tenheada,  the  governor  of  the  isUnd.  Oh  Tuesday  the  IB^t 
the  ndmiral  croercd  hidf  the  crew  to  go  on  a  pfocbssion  to  a 
AjtptA  on  shore»  in  discharge  of  a  vow  which  he  had  made 
4anhg  the  ^torra  {  proposing  to  do  the  some  himidf  with  the 

other 
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•dMff  lialf  «Afeir  ibdv  f«liirti>  and  ht  te^iiiit^llM^iMi  f^ 
HigatM'toMld  tiMMi'ftprf«ittoMiyifeAM«  Wliii«<ilk<«^nMi 
wewi  aK  fnra^  in  tlMir  Mtui,  iS^  flttverftor  AmIk  itpo&  then 
ti^fa  Att  Jito  p(^4)JP  tke  t««ni,1ii0netoidft0t,MKliiMMiie 
liititt  «tt  itrisMMri.  Owing  to  their  loihgiti^  on  «liltt««  tlM 
MhaMI  bitfai  to  suspect  that  Mt  peofikl  irtet  detttfaMd»  «t 
their  %ettt  Had  baen  staved  en  the  nklES.  As  ilb  gMM  nei 
gat  «iKh««fih*  place  #hcre  they  Innded,  as  tiie  lii^httiMge  to 
nftidi  they  had  gene  Hftm  covered  by  a  poktl  JUiiihg  ont  into 
liM  sea,  he  remaifed  the  curavd  right  ej^^eilt^IlM  li«<ailta|^ 
where  he  saw  many  people  on  ^e  fAuxK,  sotne  of  whom  went 
into  his  boat  and  put  off  towards  the  caravel.  Among  these 
was  the  governor  of  the  ishuid,  who,  when  the  boat  was  with- 
in speech  of  the  caravel,  stood  «p  and  demanded  security  fw 
coming  on  board  {  and  though  the  admiral  gave  his  word 
that  M  fliMMrid  be  safe,  he  woidd  -not  teoliiire  to  come  on 
board.  The  admiral  then  asked,  why,i  since  there  was  peace 
between  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  Portugal^  he  had  sent  him 
fra^i  jMpvisions,  and  a  tnessi^  invitMig  him  oaehore^  and 
yet  ktA  heiefy  detained  his  men  ?  adding^  that  he  «ras  ready 

^^  riiew  Iris  oommissien  from  die  king  amd  queen  <eif<3aatUe. 

'  TIm  governor  answered,  t^at  he  knew  noAdng  of  these  seve^^ 
feigns,  of  whom  lie  did  not  stand  ih  awe,  anii  whose  cekn- 

'  atimion  he  did  not  value,  and  that  all  he  had  done  was  4iy 
the  wder  of  his  own  so^rereign.  After  desiring  Ms  etwn  meA 
to  bear  witness  of  these  wor&,  the  admiral  tdd  hitn,  if  his 
boat  and  iimi  were  not  immediatelv  restored,  he  would  carry 
an  handled  Plortngwese  prisoners  into  Spain. 

A^r  this,  the  admiral  brought  his  uiip  again  to  am^or, 
and  as  Aie  wind  blew  fresh,  he  Caosed  lUl  the  empty  easks  to 
be  filled  with  sea  water  to  ballast  the  vessel.  The  wind  con- 
tinued to  increase,  and  as  there  was  no  slife  anchorage,  he 

:  thou^^t  k  Safer  to  be  out  at  sea,  and  therefore  made  saillbr 
the  Mknd  of  8t  Michael  During  the  whole  night  it  blew 
a  heavy  gale  {  and  not  being  able  to  make  the  island  of  St 
Miohaely  ^  admiral  returned  to  St  Marys.  Soon  after' 
wards  a  boat  came  off  with  two  priests,  a  notary,  and  five 
•aitorti  and,  having  received  assurance  of  safety,  the  iiotary 
and  pifests  came  on  board  and  examined  the  admirals  coin- 
Mtssioh.  Thcnrretumed  to  the  shore,  and 'Shortly  after,  the 
lovemor  sent-badt  the  boat  and  Spanish  seamen  i  savinff  he 
iMiuId  have  given  any  thing  to  have  taken  the  admiral,  vmoin 

•  Ke  had  bean  oird«red  to  seize  by  the  king  of  Portugal.    Hay- 
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iog  recoverocl  hU  u^*  and  die  wind  being  now  fiur  ft>r  ^fttHa^ 
tke  iidmiral  iqt  sidl  on  an  easterly  ooiupie^  Qn  Satiurday 
Khe  2d  of  March  a  new  btorm  arose,  so  that  the  ship  drove 
uiid^r  .hare  poles  till  four  o'dock  on  M(uiday»  widioat  hope 
oi  eseiqpinff,  AX  that  time,  it  pleased  Goo  tlwkt  our  marinem 
discovered  th« ,  Cape  of  Cintra*  usually  catted  the  Rode  of 
X4sboui;^aDd  to  avoid  the  tempest,  the  adniiral  resdv^  to 
put  into  fhff  harbour,  being  unaUe  to  oome  to  anchor  at 
Cofspttest  lis  gave  God  thwks  for  his  deliverance  from  dan- 
ger, and  4JI  saen.  wondered  how  he  had  escaped,  having  never 
witnessed  so  violent  a  tempest 


Section  XL 


from  the  arrival  qf  Columbus  at  Lisbon,  till  the  commeneement 
of  his  second  voyage  to  the  New  l^^ld*      '  i 

>■  .      -   .    •  --i 

,  The  king  of  Portugal  happened  then  to  be  at  VaipwraysOf 
to  which  plai^  tl^et  admiral  sent  a  letter  informing  the  king  of 
his  arrival,  and  thsct  he  had  orders  from  their  Catholic  muesties 
to  put  into  any  of  the.  Portuguese  harbours  in  case  of  need, 
that  he  m%ht  procure  what  he  was  in  want  of,  and  recjuested 
permission  to  wait  upon  the  king,  to  satisfy  him  that  he  had  not 
come  from  Guinea,  but  from  the  Indies.  At  this  time  a  galeon 
well  stored  with  cannon,  lay  guard  in  the  Taffus,  commanded 
1^  ^varo  Dantan,  who  sent  his.  master  Barmoiomett)  Diax  de 
JLisboa  in  an  armed  boat  to  the  admiral,  desirinsr  him  to  come 
<m  board  the  galeon  and  give  an  account  of  nimself  to  the 
kings  ofl^cerp.  Columbus  answered  that  he  was  admiral  to 
their  jCadiolic.  mi^esties,  and  accountable  to  no  man,  and 
would  not  quit  his  ship  unless  compelled  by  sv^nor  force* 
Diaz  then  desired  him  to  send  his  master )  but  this  be  like- 
wise refused,  si^ng  that  were  as  bad  as  going  himself,  and 
that  Spanish  admirals  were  not  wont  to  put  themselves  or 
their  men  into  the  handii  of  others.  On  this  Diaz  requested 
to  see  his  commission,  and  having  seen  it  he  returned  to  give 
an  account  to  his  captain  of  what  had  passed.  Alvaro 
Daman,  the  Portuguese  captain,  went  to  wait  upon  the  ad- 
miral in  his  boat,  accompanied  by  kettle  drums,  trumpets* 
and  hautbois,  and  courteously  offered  him  every  assitlance  in 
his  power.  When  it  was  known  in  Xfisbon^  that  the  admiral 
hfi4  comc^from  discovering  the  /nif^f,  great  numbers  flocked 
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on  board  to  see  him/andthe  Indians  he  had  brouffhtfrdfii 
the  new  diKovered  countries,  and  all  were  filled  with  aikiaz^ 
xaeat. 

The  king  of  Portugal  sent  a  letter  to  the  admind,  by  Dnjln 
Bfartin  de  Nonmha,  requesting  his  presence  at  court  i  and, 
not  to  shew  any  distrust,  he  immediate^  complied.  On  his'  ai*^ 
rvnky  he  was  met  by  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  royal  househcM, 
who  conducted  him  into  the  presence,  where  he  was  htfnotii^ 
ably  received  by  the  king,  who  d&^ired  him  to  be  seated  and 

Sive  him  joy  of  his  success.  After  inouiring  some  parHcu> 
rs  of  his  voyage,  the  king  observed,  that  accbrdiiig  iatef^ 
tain  articles  affreed  upon  with  their  Catholic  maJMties,  he 
*  conceived  the  discovery  now  made  ought  to  belong  to  Pdrtii- 
gal,  and  not  to  Spain.  The  admiral  replied,  that  he  had  not 
seen  these  articles,  and  only  knew  that  his  sovereions  had  dU 
reoted  him  not  to  go  to  Guinea  or  the  Mina }  n^ich  orders 
had  been  made  public  in  all  tlie  sea  ports  of  Andalusia  before 
he  set  out  on  his  voyage.  After  some  discourse,  the  king 
committed  him  to  the  care  of  the  prior  of  Crato^  a  kni^t  of 
Malta,  the  diief  person  then  at  court.  Next  day,  the  king 
told  him  he  dioukl  be  supplied  with  every  thing  he  stood  in 
need  of;  and  asked  him  many  questions  concerning  his  voy^ 
age,  the  situation  of  his  new  discoveries,  the  nature  of  the 
people,  and  other  circumstances,  shewing  that  he  was  much 
concerned  at  having  let  slip  the  oj^rtunity.  Some  persons 
proposed  to  murder  the  amniral,  that  what  he  had  done  might 
not  be  known ;  but  to  this  iniamous  proposal  the  king  would 
ttotrnveear. 

Cm  M(mday  the  1 1th  of  March,  the  admiral  took  leave  df 
the  king,  who  ordered  Noronha  to  conduct  him  back  to  Lis- 
bon, and  gave  orders  that  he  should  be  supplied  gratis  vdth 
all  that  he  had  need  of,  for  himself  or  his  caravel.  Columbtis 
took  the  road  by  Villa  Franca,  where  he  waited  on  the  queen, 
then  staying  at  the  nunnery  of  St  Anthony,  and  gave  her' a 
short  account  of  his  voyaoe.  On  his  way  to  Lisbon,  he  was 
overtaken  by  a  messenger  from  the  king,  offering  horses  and 
all  other  conveniendes,  if  he  chose  to  co  by  land  to  Spain. 
But  he  preferred  going  by  sea,  and  ssuedfrom  Lisbon  for 
Seville  on  Wednesday  the  ISth  of  March.  On  Thursday 
before  sunrise  he  came  off  Cape  St  Vincent,  and  arrived  on 
fViday  the  15th  of  March  1493  at  Saltes,  into  which  pgrt  he 
enter  edwith  the  tide  about  mid-day.  He  sailed  from  that  place 
.^jWiMr<#<t^*f»jwU'ifte«te'««j''-  ■•■  ■ '  ■    ■  'on 
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^  Fridav  tiM»  M  Aitouit  isf  the  preceding  year,  ha?iiig  t)elii 
tiz  monmi  and  a  half  abwat '*  u 

Being  informed  that  their  Catholic  mi^egties  were  thM  it 
flarri'lona»  he  hwl  ttMse  intentioa  of  proocedin|f  thither  M  hie 
eaiwr^t  but  If^iag  aaide  dtot  idea,  he  sent  aotioe  to  the  king 
md  qafcn  of  fata  arrival*  with  ^  brief  aooonnt  of  his  vofaoe 
and  wcecM*  defernn^  a  more  aaipte  redtal  titthaldMrnd 
have  <h0  hopoitr  of  eeeipg  them.  He  khded  at  Fdoe*  where 
he  w|M  leoeived  by  a  prtseetMon,  and  estraordihary  r^idiMK 
wept  inade  bv  the  InMbitantA,  tdl  men  admirhwhii  wondnrtul 
flBofoH*  whien  they  never  expected  to  have  ended  lo  suecess- 
frnfj.  An  anewier  caoie  to  {Senile  ftoni  their  nugeatiet,  expree* 
aing  ^air  Joy  Ibr  hie  return  and  the  sucoeu  of  hie  voyage, 
ao?  pcoiftiaing  to  honour  and  reward  him  for  his  aervicee. 
Hiey  Mkewiae  iBomttanded  him  to  come  without  delay  to 
Barcelona,  that  every  thing  might  be  concerted  for  proaeeut* 
ing  the  diacoVeiry  ik>  happily  conuneneed,  and  dfieirii^  hJnH  to 
leave  such  orders  for  that  purpose  as  occiuKed  to  him  fn  the 
meantime*  that  no  time  might  be  Jost.  Thb  letter  wu  ad'> 
dretted* /o  JDon  ^hinztophwCciuftdm^  thehCtdhaiic  Mmetties 
Admiral  of  the  Qonm,  Vicerm^  end  Cfooemor  qftht  matuU 
disetnered  in  the  lndi*$.  It  is  impossible  to  expiness  the  high 
saiiofoolioB  entertained  by  their  mnjeetiee  and  all  the  court  at 
the  fortunate  issue  of  this  great  enterprixe,  whidi  all  had  de> 
spaired  o>>  In  answer  to  their  majesties,  the  adaolnd  MM  a 
partieularenumeratifm  of  the  ships,  men,  stores,  aalmunitiMi, 
and  provisions,  which  heoonsidered  to  be  requisite  for  histe^ 
turn  to  the  Indies ;  and  th^  gave  orders  according  to 
tMri^fuek  de  FoUadca,  t6  provide  ill  things  without  deh^  for 
the  voyage,  pursuant  to  hie  rachnorial. 

Goluimml  b^gm  his  jouniey  for  Baroelona,  accompanied 

S'  seven  Indians,  all  die  rest  hadng  died  duritig  the  voyagjek 
e  took  with  him  also  several  green  and  red  jparrotst  and. 
other  rare  things,  mtih  as  had  nevenbcMi  seen  benNre  hi^pah^. 
His  fiime  apriMid  everywhere  before  him  oh  his  journey,  jand 
tnultitndes  flofiked  from  all  quarters  to  see  him  and  th*  IndK- 
antf  as  he  proceeded  on  his  join^ey.  On  his  arrival  «t  'Bar- 
^ekNMW  about  the  itiiddte  of  April,  the  aiknlrd  waa  reteivod 
wiUi  tmth  honour,  the  whole  court  and  dty  flocking  out  in 
fuch  numbers  to  see  and  greet  him,  that  the  stveeto  eotdd 

hardly 

1  Ahnoit  wven  mtadu  and  a  half;  or  more  preciiely  tluity>twe  weeli, 
Wng  Hjrctt  kalendar  month*  and  twelve  days.— E. 


If* 


9fiAr.  i|.  WGT.  u.      He  Dkaroerjf  ^America, 

«ii4  «lher  nHritiM,  wbieb  wtvt  idl  openly  adittiit«i|  to  tlufir 
in^ndcr.  On  puiiMife  to  4o  hiak  tM  aiorv  ImbOut,  Aiir 
piMi«tiev  Attepded  by  l^nnoe  Mn»  reeniwd  Un  mi  Ibr 
tbiime»  whid^  fm  la  out  io  a  public  ptoce.  Wlwo;  ibfe 
«ydniar«d  cam*  jatt  t^  pmi^m,  <li»ir  w^wtloi  ■tfcoil  «p  l» 
fe^eive  hiia  i  mKl  wiMn  lie  M  kndt  down  and  Ulsed  mm 
hoiuht  they  eonmMHi^ed  bim  to  nM*  and  tobetoiadiiia 
ishair  wbkb  was  pkoed  exprewly  fi»r  bik  reception.  He  iktm 
gravely,  and  wkb  mudi  diwretion*  gave  a  brief  recital  of  tbe 
voyaf^  wdiicb  W  tbe  meroy  of  Ood,  and  under tbeirire*al 
ompiceB,  be  bad  bapiNly  aecoin|^bed»  and  eKpreiaed  mi 
firm  bope  of  yet  dlMoyerii^  laiwer  and  ricber  fiountika 
tfaftn  any  be  bad  bitbertp  viMte£  He  iben  afaowed  (be 
indiane  in  tbeir  native  babiti,  mnl  all  tfw  cnrioae  dUb^ 
wbi(^  be  bad  brougbt  frooi  tbe  nbw  #orld.  Wbfen-behad 
coipcluded  his  q>ee<»,  tbe  king  and  queoi  rose  from  tbe 
tbrone,  kn^  down  with  tbeir  bands  beld  up  to  Heivent  end 
witb  tear*  in  tbeir  eyes  gave  thanks  lo  Oob  ^  tbe  wn$i  dJsr 
covery.  After  wbi^i  the  music  of  tibe  chapel  sung  Te  Dtum^ 
witl|  nuicb  solfimn  devotion. 

As  the  terms  wbi(^  bad  been  oi^nalbr  ng^eed  upen  vidi 
th9  admiral  were  only  reduced  to  the  nmn  of  an  ordinaiy 
conttnactf  and  be  Imo  now  succiesaAilhr  nafcrmad  allAat  fie 
promisedt  their  majesties  now  raUfiM  tw  that  Uiiy  bad  pnoN 
mised  him  at  SiuUa  Pe»  on  tb»  ITitb  of  April  in  fSbn  ftnnter 
year,  w^ch  was  eJipressed  in  iwiple  letlcvs  patdnt*  passed  at 
^areeloo*  on  tbe  SPtb  of  Aprils  and  sigMsby  ibeir  muesr 
ties  on  the  S8th  of  Mi^  rl40S»  They  aho  gaive  bim  tbe>rmfat 
to  odd  the  arms  eX Qutile  i|Bd  t«Qn  tdbis-patemsjoaat,!  intk. 
p(her  honourable  additions,  expressive  of  bis  trondecfid  di*- 
cpyeiy}  and  tbey  bestowed  some  favonrs  on  bis  bratbaib, 
l>on  Baitbdomew  and  Don  Jiawes,  tliougb  not  tbenat«owrt. 
T^9  king  took  tbe  admind  ^y  bis  sidet  i^en,  beimttandin 
pubUc,  ^  shewed  iblm  mfs^  odier  marks  of  honmM^aitb- 
tention:  ^  coitaBQUebce  of  wliich  be  was  .iniritad:.ito  dine 
with  ail  tbe  grandees  and  ^kber  pxinopid  fieapla  ai  tbi^aonit. 
Don  ftedry  Qpngtles  di  Mwdwiat  dm  oaiditial  of  )aFBin»  a 
virtuous  and  noUe  nunded  prince,  was  tbi  first  of  thd  igian*- 
dpes  who  took  the  admiral  home  from  court  to  dinner,  in 
which  he  was  imiated  by  all  the  rest 

Tbeir  dathdic  lai^cstieB  tbouoht  proper  to  acqnunt  the 
rngaii^  I^>pe,  AlwMnder  VL  with  the  new  discovetyy  dutt 
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hiB  might  cite  thsBlm  to  Ood  for  thie  goodness  shewn  to  the 
diurch  fak  nb  day,  Yn  which  so  glorious  iin  opportanity  was 

5 resented  of  propagating  the  gospel.  Their  ambassador  was 
kewise  desired  to  inform  bis  hoKness,  that  the  admiral  had 
been  stricdv  enjmned  not  to  approach  witliin  a  hundred 
teai^es  of  Guinea  and  the  Mina,  or  any  other  part  belonging 
to  th^  Portuguese  crown,  which  he  had  ponctuaify  adhered 
to,  so  that  his  groat  discovery  made'  no  eneroachment  oh  the 
rights  of  the  king  of  Portugal.  He  was  fiuther  instructed  to 
say  that  the  admiral  had  tiJcen  formal  possession  of  these  new 
discovered  lands  for  the  crown  of  Oastite  and  Leon  j  and 
although  many  eminent  civilians  had  gpvrn  their  opinion  that 
there  was  no  need  of  a  papal  grant  or  confirmation  of  that 
new  world  in  strict  justice,  yet  their  mt^jesties  entreated  his 
holiness  to  make  a  deed  of  gift  of  the  kaJ«  already  discover- 
ed, or  that  should  be  discovered  hereafter,  to  the  crown  of 
'Ca»tile  and  Leon.  The  pope  rejoiced  exceedingly  at  this 
news,  and  gave  glory  to  G/)D  for  the  prospect  which  this 
discovery  opened  of  converting  so  many  people  from  infidelity 
to  become  partaken  of  the  blessings  of  the  gospel,  by  means 
of  their  Catholic  majesties,  the  oeiiius  of  Columbus,  and  the 
power  of  the  Spanish  nation,  'tne  pope  accordingly  granted 
to  the  crown  of  Castile  and  1  ison  in  perpetuity,  the  sovereign 
dominion  and  empire  of  tlie  Jrdiea  and  their  se>«8,  wiih  su- 
preme and  royal  jurisdiction,  and  imperial  .authority  over  all 
that  hemisphere.  In  confirmation  of  all  which,  by  the  advice, 
consent,  and  approbation  of  the  socred  college  of'^cardinals,  a 
bull  was  promulgated  on  the  2d  of  May  149S,  granliing  to 
the  crown  of  Castile  and  Leon  all  the  privileges,  franchises, 
and  prerogatives  in  the  Indies  *,  wtiicn  had  been  formerly 
mnted  to  the  crown  of  Portugal  for  India  ',  Guinea,  and 
me  other  parts  of  Africa.  By  a  i>econd  bull,  dated  on  the 
ancoeeding  day,  the  pope  granted  to  the  crown  of  Castile  and 
-Leon  for  ever,  the  entire  property,  dominion,  navigation, 
and  discovery  of  all  the  Indies  *f  whether  islands  or  conti- 
nents, already  discovered,  or  which  hhould  be  discovered  to 
the  westwards  of  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  pole  to  pole  at  the 
'  distance  of  one  hundred  leagues  west  from  the  Azores  i  lands, 
and  those  of  Cabo  Verde,  excepting  only  such  part  or  parts 

Of 
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'<  fa'diit  bun,  foUowtng  the  vsg^  langoage  of  Colambtta,'the  |rreat 
diwoverer,  the  New  V/mid  m  called  the  Jni/tVj,  dightly  diatunguMuB^ 
an  grammatical  number  only,  from  India  in  •outh-eastem  Asia.—E.     '^•- 
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of  the  sane  ae  ahould  be  in.poMMsion  of  any  other  Chrutiaa. 
prinoe*  pn  or  before.  Christmas  day  of  that  sameyear^  an^ 
the  entire,  navi^um  of  this  Ya«t  grant  wai  forbidden  to  aU 
others  under  severe  penalties  and  eoclesiafctical  censures. ^ 

Soon  aiter  the  arrival  of  the  papal  bulls,  and  a  few  days 
before  the  departure  of  the  admiral  from  Barcelona  to  prepare 
for  his  second,  voyage,  their  roiyesties  caused  the  Indians  to 
be  I^ti»ed,  having  previously  been  instructed  in  the  Catholic 
faith,  and  having  themselves  desired  to  be  admitted  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  church.  On  tiiis  occasion,  willing  to 
<^er  up  to  Goo  these  first  fruits  of  Uie  Gentiles,  the  king  anid 
the  prince  his  son  stood  god-iuthers.  The  prince  retained 
one  of  thrse  Indians  in  his  service,  but  he  died  soon  after. 
For  the  better  tx>nvcrsion  of  the  Indians,  Friar  BoyU,  a 
monk  of  the  Benedictine  order  and  other  friars,  were  ord^ed 
to  go  on  the  voyage  with  the  admiral,  having  strict  churfle  to 
use  the  Indians  well,  end  to  bring  them  into  the  pue  ol 
the  church  6y  Jiitr  tneam  \  Along  with  the  missionaries, 
very  rich  church  ornaments  of  all  kinds  were  sent  for  the  due 
and  splendid  service  of  God.  The  admiral  was  orderol  to 
hasten  his  departure,  to  endeavour  as  soon  as  possible  to  deter*- 
mine  whether  Cuba,  which  he  had  named  Juana,  was.  an  island 
or  continent,  and  to  conduct  himself  with  discretion  towards 
the  Spaniards  under  his  authori^,  encouraging  those  who 
behaved  well,  yet  with  authority  to  punish  evii  doers. 

On  his  arrival  at  Seville,  the  admiral  found  that  the  archdear 
con  Don  Rodriquez  de  Fonseca  had  provided  seventeen  ships 
large  and  small,  with  abundance  of  pi%visions,  ammunition, 
cannon,  and  stores  of  all  kinds  {  likewise  with  wheat  and  other 
seeds  for  cultivation  }  mares,  horses,  and  cattle,  to  stock  the 
new  colony ;  tools  of  various  sorts,  for  agriculture,  and  for 
working  the  gold  mines ;  and  great  store  of  commodities  for 

barter 

S  In  the  buU>  as  reported  by  Herrera,  all  that  ahould  be  discovered  to  the. 
.  we^  and  jottfA  of  the  meridianal  luie  from  pole  to  pole  is  granted  to  the 
crown  of  Castile  and  Leon.  It  is  hard  to  say  what  portion  of  the  globe 
was  conceived  to  be  to  the  touth  of  such  a  demarcation.  But  it  is  obvioiw 
that  in  granting  <i//f«  the  luett  at  this  line  to  Spain,  and  ail  to  the  east  of  it 
to  l^ortugal,  the  pope  and  cardinak  granted  the  luhok  eircumfirence  of  the 
globe  reciprocally  to  both  crowns.  The  sacred  college  had  not  hitherto 
adcmted  the  geographical  heresy  of  Galileo^  and  still  entertained  vague  notions 
«f  the  true  figure  of  the  earth.— E. 

4  Uns  probably  aUudes  to  the  Joul  meant  then  employed  in  Spain  for 
converting  the  Moors  and  Jewrs,  by  metbs  of  die  holy  ojiti  of  the  Inquisi- 
tion.—£, 
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or  ffiving  awftv»  ••  the  idminl  might  think  {miper. 
Hike  fimeor  the  ncir  discovery  and  the  jploqMctof  ocquMtig 
geld,  had  drawn  together  lAOO  men  deuroas  of  going  on  ^ 
eiqpedition«  among  whom  were  many  gentlenen.  Of  this 
kifO'  eompenir  only  twmiy  went  at  their  own  chergcs^ 
wIm  were  aU  konefMn ',  idl  the  rest  being  in  the  royal  pay. 
Many  of  these  were  lahomters  for  working  the  gold  mines, 
and  others  were  handicraft*  of  TaTtous  sortk'.  By  a  sc|paiitc 
oommission,  the  admiral  wAs  appointed  captain-general  d^the 
jptMent  etoedition,  during  the  voyege»  and  while  it  should  rev 
nmin  in  tne  Indies;  and  Anthem  de  TWrei,  brother  %o 
prince  Johns  nurse,  a  man  of  al)iuiy  and  prudence,  was  to 
inrre  char||le  of  the  fleet  on  its  return.*  Francis  de  Pennalosa, 
and  Akmzo  de  Vallejo,  were  appointed  to  command  the  land 
force  employed  in  the  expedition.  Bernard  de  I^pa,  on  al- 
gnaaO  or  sei^geant-at-anns  of  the  court,  was  made  controller  of 
the  Indies,  and  James  Marque,  inspector.  The  most  noted  per- 
sons who  w^nt  on  this  expedition  were  the  commendaiy  Gal- 
l^os,  and  Sebastian  de  Campo,  both  of  Galicia  i  the  ooni" 
mendary  Arr(^  Roderick  Abarcn,  Micer  Girao,  Juan  de 
Linfon,  Feler  Navarro,  and  Peter  Hernandez  Coronel,  whom 
the  sdmind  appointed  chief  afguazil  of  Hispaniola ;  Moscn 
Pllfler  Margante,  a  gentleman  ot  Catalonia,  Alonzo  Sanchez 
de  Carvim^  German  of  Baeza,  Gorlx)]an,  Lewis  de  Arrioga, 
^on^  Feres  Martel,  Francis  de  Zuniga,  Alonso  Ortiz.  Fran*- 
cfs  de  ViHalobos,  Perefan  de  Ribera,  Melchior  Maloonado, 
Mid  Alonso  Bfalairer.^lonff  with  these  was  AI<mso  de  Qjedo, 
a  servant  of  the  duke  of  Medina  Celi.  Ojeda  was  a  fittle 
man,  but  handsome,  well  made,  strong  and  active.  At  one 
time,  when  acemnpanying  Queen  Isamlla  to  the  top  of  the 
tower  behmghiff  to  the  cathedral  at  Seville,  he  got  on  a  beam 
%llidi  projected  twoity  feet  beyond  the  tower,  of  which  he 
measured  the  kiurth  with  his  feet  as  nimbly  as  if  walking 
along  a  room.  When  at  the  end  of  the  beam,  he  shook  one 
Im;  m  the  air,  turned  round,  and  walked  back  to  the  tower 
with  the  utmost  composure,  all  who  saw  him  expecti^ff  that 
he  woidd  &11  and  be  d«pbed  to  pieces.  These,  and  aO  the 
rest  who  odbarked  in  the  fleet,  took  a  solemn  oath  of  idlsgi* 

ance 

5  Pttliat**  *lui  exprctiion  mean  luuglito,  or  fiia^  \  men  of  family  aa4 
rabiUncs:  yet  it  probably  meant  notning  more  than  that  twenty  T<>kuitecr 
cfvatnr  foriae^  psri  of  the  miUtaiy  fcani  if  the  «(p«<fitioiu->£( 
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anc«  to  thar  auiMtiet,  pramitiBg  obedi«Me  to  tho  adriuial 
Md  iIm  iiudoM,  and  fidcotjr  to  tke  royal  inMirwii. 

John  kii^  of  Portogai  was  ao  nracfa  eonoMmcd  for  havins 
allaiNd  diM  new  ampiw  to  go  liroin  biauaif»  that  he  ordenS 
pMparaliom  to  be  Biadc  iinr  imradii^  the  new  diioovcrici^ 
piralanding  diot  diey  belonged  of  right  to  him.    At  the  Huae 
tiiM  he  MOt  Rny  de  Sande  as  hit  amhaaiiMJor  to  their  Ca^ho» 
lie  majeitioi,  who  was  desired  to  expreaa  his  satisfaction  at  the 
soocess  of  the    voyage  of  diicovefy*  and    that  the  kii^ 
his  master  mode  no  doubt,  if  Columbus  bad  made  the  disooivefj 
of  any  countries  and  islands  whidi  bcfcx^ged  to  the  crown  of 
Porti^l,  their  majesties  would  so  act  towards  him  as  he 
wookl  to  them  on  &  like  occasion :     That,  being  informed 
thdr  mi^esties  meant  to  prosecute  discoveries  doe  west  fropn  the 
Canary  isbinds,  without  taming  to  the  sonthwardft ;  the  kuig 
of  Portugal  required  their  majesties  would  direct  their  adrni* 
ral  not  topass  toese  bounds  to  the  south,  and  he  should  ei^oin 
liis  commanders  not  to  ao  b^ond  the  same  bounds  to  the 
north.     Before  the  arrival  of  Ruy  de  Sande,  a  report  had 
reached  court  that  the  king  of  Portuml  proposed  to  scmd  a 
fleet  the  same  way  with  the  Sponiaras,  on  purpose  to  tak<; 
possession  of  the  new  discovered  kmds.    To  counteract  this 
hostile  indication,  Fonseca  was  instructed  to  provide  the  fleet 
of  Columbus  with  ample  means  df  ofibnce  or  defimce,  and  to 
hasten  its  d^arture.    Their  majesties  likewise  sent  L<^  de 
Herrera,  a  gentleman  of  their  court,  as  envoy  to  Lisbon,  with 
histructions  to  return  their  thanks  to  the  king  of  Poi^tngal  for 
his  courte^  to  the  admiral,  when  at  Lisbon,  and  to  require 
him  to  forbid  his  snlnccts  ^  from  gmng  to  any  of  the  newly 
discovered  idands  andcontments,  whicn  were  thdr  undoubted 
property.    Herrera  was  instructed  to  represent  the  extiaordi^ 
nary  care  whidh  their  Catholic  majesties  had  taken,  in  chaiging 
the  admiral  not  to  touch  at  the  gold  mines  of  Guinea,  or  at 
any  other  of  the  Portuguese  discoveries.  When  Ruy  de  Sande 
had  ddivered  his  embassy,  as  above,  he  desired  leave  to 
eaqmrt  certain  articles,  needed  as  he  said,  for  on  expedition 
which  the  king  of  Portogai  intended  aoainst  the  Moors,  which 
he  gave  out  as  a  cover  for  the  intended  voyage  of  discovery  to 
the  west.    He  likewise  demanded  that  the  laniards  should 
be  reatrained  from  fishing  off  Cape  Bojador  until  it  were  set* 
ded  amicably  between  the  two  crowns  whether  that  were  law* 

As  Lope  de  Herrefa  had  set  out  for  Portugal  before  Ruy 
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de.  Sande  had  reached  the  Spanish  court ;  Kine  John,  on 
kuming  the  purport  of  his  embaasy,  sent  Edward  Galvanto 
give  him  notice  of  the  oonuniasion  entrusted  to  Sande,  respect- 
ing the  discoveries  of  Cdumbus ;  and,  T;ithout  permitUng 
Herxera  to  use  his  credentials,  gave  assurance  that  the  king 
of  Portugal  would  send  no  ships  on  discovenr  for  sixty  days  , 
as  he  meant  to  send  an  embassy  to  their  Catholic  majesties  on 
tjiat  particular  subject.  While  this  dispute  was  in  agitation, 
ike  king  of  Portugal  complained  to  the  pope  that  their  Catho- 
lic majesties  interfered  with  his  discoveries  and  privileges,  pro- 
testing against  the  bulls,  as  trenching  upon  his  limits,  and  re- 
quiring a  different  line  of  demarcation  to  prevent  the  troubles 
which  might  ensue  between  the  subjects  of  the  two  crowns. 
The  pope  answered,  that  he  had  ordered  a  meridianal  line 
from  pole  to  pole  on  purpose  to  mark  out  what  belonged  to 
each  of  the  soverei^s ;  and  again  issued  another  bull  on  the 
26th  of  September  of  the  same  year,  in  which  he  granted  to 
the  kings  of  Spain  all  that  should  be  discovered  and  conquer- 
ed in  the  islands  to  the  east^  west,  and  soiUhj  not  already  pos- 
sessed by  any  other  Christian  prince.  This  gave  much  dissa- 
tisfaction to  th^  tiourt  of  Portugal,  which  alleged  that  it  was 
wronged  by  the  pope,  and  the  meridian  of  sqiaration  ought 
to  be  drawn  much  farther  westwards  ^. 

About  this  time,  advice  was  brought  of  Martin  Alonso 
Pinzon  having  arrived  with  the  caravel  Pinta  in  one  of  the 
ports  of  Galicui,  after  escaping  with  much  difficulty  from  seve- 
ral dreadful  storms.  He  died  soon  after ;  and  some  say  it  was 
of  grief,  for  a  reprimand  he  received  from  court  for  his  disO- 
beoieuce  to  tlie  admiral,  and  deserting  him  during  the  voyage; 
and  because  their  majesties  refused  to  see  him,  unless  introdu- 
ced by  Columbus. 

After  die  sixty  days  assigned  by  the  king  of  Portugal  were 

elapsed, 

6  I  am  apt  to  suapect  th^  real  tense  of  this  passage  ought  to  be,  *<  requir> 
ing  the  court  of  Spain  not  to  send  oiT  Columbus  for  sixty  days." — E. 

7  One  hundred  leagues,  at  I7i  to  the  degree,  west  from  the  Azores, 
would  fix  the  boundary  about  Long.  42"  W.  and  would  include  within  the 
Portuguese  boundary  a  small  portion  of  Brazil.  By  compact  between  the 
two  crowns,  this  line  was  afterwards  extended  to  370  leagues  west  from  the 
islands  of  Cabo  Verde,  giving  considerably  more  of  Brazil,  then  unknown, 
to  Portugal :  But  the  boundaries  of  that  colony  have  beim  several  times 
changed  and  regulated  by  treaties  between  the  two  crowns,  without  any  rr< 
gid  adherence  to  the  papal  grant.— £. 

...  \     .     . 
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elltpsed  '«  their  Catholic  majesties  sent  Garaia  de  t^crreri^ 
one  of  the  gendiemen  of  their  household,  to  re^re  lihe  coUYjt 
6f  l\Mitugart<>  I'efrain  from  encroaching  on  the  limits  grante^ 
by  ^e  Pope  to  the  crown  of  Castile  and  Leon.  Their  map 
jeiitSds  afterwards  ^ent  Don  Pedro  de  Ayala  and  Garcia  Lo- 

EC2  de  Carvajt^l,  to  say  that  they  were  willing  to  admit  all 
dAOUrable  means  of  continuing  in  friendship  with  uie  kinf 
of  Portugal,  but  they  were  satisfied  nothing  beloi^ed  to  nu 
cYOwn  in  the  ocean,  except  Madeira,  the  Azores,  and  th^ 
Cape  Vierde  islands^  as  far  as  Guinea  and  the  gold  mines. 
They  even  o0ered  to  submit  the  difference  between  the  crowns 
on  this  subject  to  the  decision  of  persons  nominated  on  both 
sides,  with  power  to  the  arbitrators  to  name  an  umpire,  if  thi^ 
could  not  agree,  or  t0  have  the  matter  at  issue  debated  ajt 
the  court  of  R(Mne  or  any  other  neutral  place,  as  their  ma)«^ 
ties  hftd  no  wish  to  inv{w|e  the  rights  of  others,  or  to  permit 
th6  infiringenient  of  their  own.  The  Portuguese  court  pro- 
posed to  (fivide  the  ocean  by  a  straight  line^  or  parallel  drawi^i 
west  fV'om  the  Canaries,  leaving  all  to  the  north  of  that  line  to 
the  erown  of  Castile  and  Leon,  and  all  to  the  south  to  belong 
to  Portugal.  At  length,  after  tedious  negociations,  a  congress 
took  place  at  Tordesillas,  in  which,  after  long  debates,  it  was 
^rreed  on  the  7th  June  U73  ',  th&t  the  mericfianal  line  of  dip 
Vmon  should  be  established  370  leagues  &rther  west  than  thnt 
mentioned  in  the  Popes  bull  from  the  islands  of  Qaho  Verde  i 
all  to  the  west  of  whidi  was  to  belong  to  Spain,  and  all  eastward^ 
to  Portugal;  yet  leaving  it  lawful  to  the  suUects  of  j^ain  tp 
sail  through  the  seas  thus  allotted  to  Portugal,  following  their 
direct  course}  but  neither  party  to  trade  or  barter  l^yon^ 
their  own  limits. 

~  'fidfpre  letvuig  Barcelona,  the  admiral  placed  hu  sons  Don 
ilames  and  Don  Ferdinand  as  pages  in  the  service  of  prince 
John ;  and  having  received  his  commission  of  admiral  and  viocN 
roV,  extendinff  as  large  as  the  papal  grant,  he  repaired  to  ^^ 
viue  to  expedite  hib  second  voyage  to  the  new  world.  He 
here  applied  himself  to  procure  able  pilots,  and  to  review  the 
men  wno  were  to  embark  in  the  expedition^  in  the  presence  of 
VOL.  III.  u  the 

8  Thii  net^ocittion,  which  is  coafiuedly  IntsnperMd  in  the  origiiuil 
MMMif;  the  tranactionf  tit  Coluiribui,  Is  mk  thrown  together:  But,  u 
vary  iodefialtely  ttttttt«d,  tad  skcecdiagly  uaiatertstkig,  is  s—aewhtt  com> 
pnMd  in  this  plsM.— £. 

9  This  date  u  assuredly  erroneous,  as  we  afterwards  learn  that  nothing 
had  been  finally  settled  with  Portugal  on  tiic  fifth  of  September.— £. 
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the  ooptroller  Soria.  All  persons  were  prohibited  from  car- 
nring  out  an^  gotids  for  buter,  and  it  was  ordered  that  eyery 
tning  bdionginff  to  their  majesties  or  to  private  persons  should 
be  entered  at  we  custom-house,  both  in  ^pain  and  the  Indies, 
under  the  penalty  of  confiscation.  Hie  admiral  had  instruc- 
tions to  muster  his  mien  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at  Hispaniola, 
and  to  do  the  same  as  often  as  he  thought  proper,  witn  power 
to  r^fulate  thei^  pay.  He  was  likewise  authorized  to  nomi« 
nate  alcaldes  and  alguazils,  or  magistrates,  in  the  islands  and 
other  psrts,  with  power  to  try  causes  both  civil  and  criminal, 
fipom  whom  appeals  might  bie  made  to  himself.  In  the  first 
instance  he  was  allowed  the  direct  nomination  of  all  the  alder- 
men, common  council-men,  and  other  officers,  in  aiiy  town ; 
but  in  future  he  wps  to  nominate  three  persons  to  every  vacan- 
ey,  out  of  whom  their  majesties  were  to  appoint  one  to  the 
(Kmce.  All  proclamations,  patents,  injunctions,  orders,  or 
other  public  writings,  were  to  be  made  in  the  name  of  their 
majesties,  signed  by  the  admiral,  and  countersigned  by  the 
secretary  or  derk  by  whom  they  were  written,  and  sealed  on 
the  back  with  the  roval  seal?  As  soop  as  he  landed,  a  custom- 
hoiisie  was  to  he  budt,  in  which  all  their  majesties  stores  were 
tp  be  secure4  vb^jAer  their  officers,  over  whoiD  the' admiral  was 
tb  have  siipri!nie  cbmmapd ;  and  all  trade  was  to  be  conducted 
hy  him,  or  by  subh  persons  as  he  might  appoint,  with  the.i^i- 
ufttance  of  the  royal  inspector  and  controller.  The  adn[)iral 
wais  to  have  the  eighth  part  of  all  profit,  piayinff  ihe  ei|^th 
'of  aiU  ffoods  Carried  over  for  barter ;  first  ^teducting  the  tenth 
vhiph  ne  was  entitled  to  of  idl  things  according  tq  Iiiis  cph- 
frilct.  And  Qnalfy,  he  w&s  authorizied  to  send  ships  to  any 
othtf  part,  according  as  he  saw  proper  or  cbiivenieht. 

!\Vniletbe  adufiral  remained  at  Seville, attehci|hg  to  ,thiee- 
quipmeht  of  the  expeditioh,  he  received  a  lettenn-om  ^l^eir 
majcsti£ii»  directin|(  him  to  cause  a  sea  chart  to  be  drawn  with 
all  therhdttibs  and  other  paiticulai^  necessary  for  poiiitihg  out 
the  voyage  to  the  West  Indies.  Their  miyesties  pressea  him 
to  hafiten  his  departure,  making  him  great  promises  of  favour 
and  reward,  as  the  importance  of  his  discovery  seemed  every 
day  the  greater.  This  letter  was  dated  firoin  Barcelona  on  the 
JStn  September,  up  to  which  day  nothing  had  been  ddfiAitively 
settled  with  the  king  of  Portugal,  respecting  the  proposed  li- 
mits betweeh  the  two  nations  in  the  ocean.  The  admiral  con^ 
tinned  hisesertipns  to  get  evenr  thiiu;  ready,  and  caused  many 
kinds  of  useful  plants  to  be  snipped;  likewise  wheat,  barl^. 
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oa^  rye,  an4  all  kinds  of  grain  and.  sei9da;,0Qwi,hrick% 
Iuntf,an4  otber  nu^teriali  for  building }  and  an  infinite  num<^^ 
ber  of  useful  articles.  '        q 
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Section  XII.  ,        ™ 

Second  yoyage  of  ColunUntsto  the  West  Indies,  and  est^btiih' 
.  ment  of  Isabdla,  the  first  European  colony,  in  the  Nev? 

World.  '■ 

■  -mi 

EvEsx  thing  being  in  readiness,  the  stores  &^  ^hiived,  and, 
the  men  embarked,  the  fleet  set  sail  from  the.bay  of  Cadizon^ 
Wednesday  the  25th  of  September  1493.  before  sunrise.  Tmi 
admiral  directed  his  course  totheaout^-^westfiir  the  CanAir^^ 
iskuads.  Qn  Wednes^y  th«^idX)ctc^'tnefleet.canieo£PUi^ 
ifdand  of  Oran  ,Canana»  and  on  Friday. the  5tn  came  to  an-, 
chor  at  Gknncraf.wher^  the  admiral  reqiain^  two  .days  taking 
in  wood  and  water,  and  procuring  catUe,  sheepi  goats,  ano^ 
swine,  for  the  intended  cplony  in  llispanioliu ,  Amon^  these^ 
he  purchased  eight  sows  for  70  maravedies  each,  firom  whidi 
all  those  which  nave  sin(»  .stockjcd  the /nit«  have  muttipliiadlv 
He  likewise  took  on  bofurd  poultry,  and  other  creatuies,  ^iidj 
gurd^n;  seeds.  At  this  place  the  admiral  deli^fe^,  scaled^  hi*;, 
structions  to  all  the  pilots  of  the  fleet,  dire(^g.fh^1)iQif  0^ 
shiwe  their  course  lor  thetef^itoiypf  Oii^c^ijigmin^^^^^^^ 
land  of  Hii^Aniola ;  but  t)iese  were;  on  na  fpf^oniit  to  be  opc^ 
ed,  unless  m  case  of  sqtwation  ;l^romhiin,.ashe  w^ra^^u 
much  as  possible  to  prevent  the  course  o^  ine  voyagje  fiM|^ 
becoming  Known  to  the  kiiw  of  Portugal  . 

Cohumms  departed  with  his  fleet  from  Oomera  on  Mondjijp' 
the  7th  of  October,  and  p^ing  Hi<Tro«  the.f^hest  of  the 
Canari^'  steered  more  to  the  southward  than  he  had  done  in 
his  first  voyage-  On  the  24th  of,  the  same  month,  having 
saileditbont  £sb  leagues  in  his  estimation,  a  swallow  was  seen 
among  the  dbips,  aim  they  soon  afterwards  had.  heayv  showers 
of  rain,,  which  the  admiral  supposed  were  occasioned  by  some 
near  l^nd,  for  which  reason  he  slackened  sail  at  niglit,  and  oi^j, 
dered  everv.one  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out.  On  Sunday  the 
3d  November,  all  the  fleet  saw  land  to  the  great  joy  of  au  on 
board.  This  proved  to  be  an  island,  which  Columbus  named 
Dominica,  because  discovered  pn  Sunday.  Presently  two  other 
islands  were  seen  on  the  |3tari)oard.  and  then  many  others  i 
mid  they  began  to  smell  the  herbs  and  flowers,  and  to  see  flocks 
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of  j^Vtbtt,  ^ch  dWAyfe  tbtkt  A  piAt  ttbiM  dtiriitg  theb  flkht. 
A»  Mk^rt  ^tMieA  DO  MitavdillMt  itatKoNgt  dtt  the  ttAt  to^  Of 
Dominica,  the  admiral  continued  his  ooufie  tb^th^  ieeoild  li" 
land,  which  he  named  MarigalafUe,  that  being  Uie  name  of 
his  own  ship.  He  landed^hefe  with  some  men,  and  took  for- 
mal possession  in  presence  6f  a  iMMairy  and  witnesses.  Leav- 
fUM>.  island,  he.  discovered  another  n<9ct  day,  to  which  he 
\\xk^  limue  of  GuaAtilbupi^  to  mmith  he  4iit  «mu«  bbbte 
on  «&ore  to  a  small  town,  whidk  Wa«  foand  d«M»rt6d  bjrthe 
inhabitants,  who  had  all  flied  to  the  mountains.  In  seardbing 
their  houseSf  u  piece  of  ship  timber  which  the  sailors  call  a 
jM^  Wittibuiid,  to  the  gmii  sut^pfiM  Of  ^v«yy  oiM',  Hot 
l^imigKot^  k  ihottid  h&ve  comb  hither,  unl«n  «ith«r  dtillM 
fMi^  th&  Caiitti}«k,  Or  ftfti'htipb  it  t<iight  hftire  IMbnged  td  toe 
idlAiiml's  ihip,  loit  lb  th«  £rtt  vova^,  luld  might  h#re  Abated 
with  thifr  eaimt*  lV6m  Hi^btthda.  H  'thtfe  TsiaHii  the  Spx- 
nlUkktodt  thb  iraltofihoiie  pan-ots  whieh  a»e  c<^lfedf?leMMtt- 
uiir, iiWk  fiVe  ittiatMs  ak  danghlil  cbeks*  Some  men  ivetot  oh 
laaife  "m^A  ak  TiaMitf  the  sih  of  Notemhef,  Whoifook  two 
jfOttUisk  <i»)^  made  th^  mid^tatMl  that  they  Ibeldtiged  to  th4» 
Spftd.of  BMi^,  dnee  named  5!^  .BMtn  d^  jn»r«»  iKfrc)^  and 
m^  llid  liihabittiiti  bf  OtradahiMM  i^are  CaH'M^,  and  ke^ 
UiiHli  16  «lii,beti%eaii{bai«.  Tne  iNMits  fitted  fbf  some 
.^)aii!aydi  tvnbluia  Mmalti<^  on  shoM,  and  found  with  ihem 
a&  ^<^<heii  wli^  had  fled  miii  the  CaHbtMei }  bvft  ^e  admiiral 
gave  them  ii^t}  haWka  beOk  aMd  aet  then^  on  lAiott.  Ute 
uttibt;«te  tot)k'idl  ftom  th^  iwSt  wfaet)  the  faoala  w«tit  again 
in  «lroi^e,  th«se^itien,  with  a^^th  and  tw6  bovi^  solicit^  tb 
1^  iak^  OA  board  the  ihips.  Frbm  these  peopieh  was  lewriit 
that  there  was  a  coi^tltient  not  fiit  dittant,  imd  ihvttf  i«land«  to 
iAk\^  1^£^  gaye  hain».  On  beiiig  a^ked  ibr  the  ivh^vd  of 
jl^f,  ivhixftll  the  Indian  name  of  Hiipaniohi^  they  plbSnted 
in  the  iSim&^  #het-e  h  lay;  ^ .  ^  - 

'  tlie  admlnd  ^prbpoeed  to  ebhtlntie  the  voyage,  bat  was  toM 
dkat  the  in^tor  Jatnea  Mareme  had  gone  on  t^re  with 
eight  «oUien,  at  which  teomtnct  he  wa»  mtieh  ofl^deil.  Far- 
ttea  xii  n^en  wem  lent  out  In  dlflbrent  diireetiong,  but  ctmM 
riot  And  hktt«  on  accomit  of  tiie  thitkness  of  the  woodk. 
Other  pardei  were  agafn  aent  on  abort,  wh6  fired  mMketa  and 
ibiknded  trkimpicta,  vet  all  to  ho  pui^^,  and  OolumbtM  waa 
ihtilhied  to  leave  Marqni  tti  hia&te,  beht^  mmih  .comeeru" 
ed  at  the  delay.  Y^lest  these  men  mi^t  perish,  heor» 
d«ed  the  thtnii  to  tal^  in  wood  and  watei*,  aim  sent  Aftonto 
•      --^^T  .     '  ■  .    '  -de 
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to  v&«r  t|u»  opvntiT,  41)4  tp  lefurpb  %  llUraw  imd^Qw  mr^* 
C$e(U  rotimied  witbrat  i^ijr  tidingii  of  th*  i^ragglerh  wmI  >9^ 
parted  tlMt  in  i^y«|^  •»(  ]Im^  h^hf4  watfc^  thrpi# 
tw«n^-«x  Hvftn,  inanv  of  wmcnT  UM>k  lii«  mm  to  liwwoiffifir 
Id  (Imp  «s(iirwon  muc^  cottpn  was  te^m  und  ^  vtv^  ^ime^-t^ 
jbirdi  iQ  t%  wiiddi.  At  l<9igt}i>  qo  FfidfQF  tlie  $tli  )7fyf«|ii^ 
b«r.  th«  iiMpectpr  fmdliM  in»i  r«tiinie4t  mu«9iJs)\!iwfilf  wil 
he  Iwd  U)«t  hip  way  in  (hi?  prfKtigiomiljf  tbick  woodk  mmi  W49 
uDAble  to  get  bdck  sopner;  Bnt  toe  admind  pr^^red  hii9  ^  t)^ 
put  iwdrr  «rir«st  forgoing  oo  ^bore  without  le^y^  In  «Qm«  pf 
the  hpum  ^  tbi^  ipUndi  cp^pn  ww  found  both  r»w  ^pd  ipiiipy 
snd  likewiie  n  i tr(inge  »prt  of  loomif  in  which  it  W(ui  wp^  >7 
the  nutivoi,  The  ^puses  were  we)i  epn«tm6l^<  and  bettt^ 
stored  Mi  profiitpn*  th«n  thpvn  in  the  iikwd*  which  wert 
discpirereo  in  the.first  vf^age;  But  they  ipiind  abimdapcepf 
huToen  headf>t  hung  up  in  the  houseif  md  many  baaltetflliiD 
of  l^nman  hpneti  from  which  it  W49  eoBcIuded  that  the  niUJTep 
were  eknibftls,  pr  fed  on  human  flesh. 

On  (he  loth  November  he  coated  along  the  ivland  pf  CjIh<i^ 
dalpvpei  towards  the  north-weitt  Piteering  fpr  ^iaMntpr««  wid 
discovered  a  very  high  ishind^  which  he  called  monf^errattp 
beqawe  it  res^nbled  the  rodk«  of  Uiat  ^ece.  Ijfle  noxt  fpiwd 
a  very  round  islandt  everywhere  perpendicpiar,  *p  thAt  \t  leem^ 
ed  imppssible  to  get  upon  it  without  the  essistenne  pf .  htdden, 
and  which  he  named  Sfinfa  Maria  h  Me(iond(f,or  ^be  rPWud 
island  of  3t  Mary.  To  another  island  he  g^ve  the  name  vf 
SfirUa,  Maria  et  Antigua  or  ancient  $t  liury»  the  (^t  pf 
which  extended  fifteen  or  twent;^  te»gues.  Many  other  iidand? 
were  seen  to  the  nprthward*  whvih  were  very  high*  andcpvei> 
ed  with  woods*  He  anchored  at  one  pf  th<^ie  which  he  named 
St  IVfartin  ^  and  at  another  on  the  Uth  November,  which  hp 
named  Setnta  Crwjr,  or  the  Holy  Crofs,  T^ev  tpok  four  wo- 
men a^d  two  dkilUren  at  this  inland  j  and  as  the  boat  wiui  re- 
turning from  the  fhore,  a  canoe  was  met  in  which  were  were 
.fi>ur  men  and  a  wpman«  who  stood  on  their  guard*  llie  wo- 
man Apt  arrows  as  well  as  the  men*  and  one  of  her  vrpws  pier- 
ced through  a  buckler.  Jn  boarding,  the  canoe  was  pveriet* 
and  one  of  the  Jnduns  discharfiwd  nis  bow  very  vigprouifar 
wliile  fwimming.  Holding  on  %!ir  eourse*  sp  mpny  isboos 
were  se^n  clpsf  .together  that  tney  cpuld  not  be  numberedi  or 
sepuratefar  named.  The  admiral  called  the  largest  of  thepe 
the  iilMW  pf '^^  IJrsttla,  and  the  reft  the  &tvpi  mmn4  Vir* 

gin». 
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]^r''Hfcdune  afterwards  to  aiiothar '  larM  island,  called! 
*Ji:^yln^1i^^  bdt  whidi  he  named  ^e  island  of 

"StJH^  HHe  meptid:  It  is  now  caBed  San  Juan  de  -Puerto 
'Mkd'  fa  h  bat  olttiheyfek  cbatt  of  thiis  isbnc^  the  seamen 
,tocfl:^i^maI  kiiids  bf  fish  in  ^;reat twenty,  luch  as  dkate,  olaves^ 
jpildlntidtf •  ii^d  sottib  Cillers.   On^  this  idanc 
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id  itiany  good'hoiute 
all'  of  timber  JAtid  thatched*  e«di  havihg^  h  square 
and  a  dean  well  beaten  path  to  the.' shore.    The 
^ir^^of  these  .houses  were  made  of  coiies  woVm  or  wattled 
Jlc^kh^^'  jukd  the^  were  cntioniiiV  ohiamented  with  ciieej^ing 
jj^di^or  ^reehs,  as  is  ulraa]  at  Valencia  in  l^baih.'  'Nettr  the 
lM(ti  Ui^re'Was  a  sort'of  balcohjf' or '  q^n  ganer|r  of  the  some 
Ichid'  6t  strttctture,  ci^ble  to  hold  *  twelve  persons':    But  no 
person  wias  to  be  seen  about  the  place,  all  the  iiihabitafits  hov- 
m^  flbd  into  the  interibr.    On  Friday  the  2Sd  of  No'eeiicibei^ 
the  first  land  of  Hispaniola  was  seen  on  the  ncirth  nde^  to 
whidi  fhe^  went  strauht  over  from  the  extreme  point  of  Porto 
Kteo,  th«  two  isbn£i  h&ag  fifteen  leagues  distant. '  At  this 
place*  w;hich  was  in  the  province  or  district  of  Samana,  the 
ijdmixal  pot  oi|c/  of  the  Indians  on  shore  who  had  been  in 
t^[iiidta,  dedrii^  him  to  teD  the  natives  all  the  wonderful  things 
be  Wl  Men,  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  friendship,  with  the 
'CkuSstians.    He  readfily  uiidertook  this  commission,  but  was 
neter  more  heaird  of,  so  that  he  was  believed  to  have  died. 
'    llie  admiral  continued  to  sail  along  the  northern  coast  of 
' .  Hispbniola,  where  at  point  Angel,  some  Indians  came  aboard 
.  in  otnoes  with  provisbns  and  other  things  to  barter  with  the 
SpHmiBrdB.    Anchoring  ailerwards  off  Monte  Christo,  one  of 
tM' boots  entered  a  river,  were  they  found  two  dead  men,  one 
yoting'  And  the  other  old.    The  mtter  had  a  rope  about  his 
neck  made  of  Spanish  esparto,  his  arms  stretchea  out  and  his 
hands  tied  to  a  stick.    It  could  not  be  ascertained  whether 
these  men  were  Christians  or  Indians,  on  which  actount  th^ 
adifhirol  was  much  troubled  j  lest  some  calamity  hod  beiallen 
the  people  he  had  left  on  the  island.    Next  day,  being  Tues^ 
'^day  the  86th  November,  the  admiral  sent  sevem  men  in  diller- 
ent  directions,  to  endeavour  to  learn  if  any  news  could  be  sot 
of  thttse  whom  he  had  left  at  the  Nativity.    Many  of  the  In^ 
dians  came  up  to  the  Spaniards,  without  fear,  touching  their 
'dress,  and  saying  tubon  camifa  thtA  is  doublet  and  shirt,  to 
shew  that  they  Joiew  the  Spanish  names  yMT  these  articles. 
Tli^  circumstances  gave  sreat  comfort  to  the  admiral,  as  he 
su^pbsed  the  Indians  would  hiave  beenofraid,  if  those^he  had 
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left  in.  the  new  town  were  deiid. ,  On  Wednesday  ^e  27t||y, 
he  came  to  anchor  off  the  harbomr  of  the  Nativily,  and  ab<^ 
midnight  a  canoe  came  to  the  admirals  ship,  calUpgaiSntran/e, 
or  admiral  The  Indians  were  desired  to  onne  on  board,  biit 
they  refuted  till.theysaw  and  knew  Cpluiiibiis.    Ili^tbeii' 

Sive  him  two  well  wrought  vizor  masks,  and  some  gold,  whidk, 
ey  had  brouj^t  as  %  present  from  Guacatlagairi,  the  cadqucu' 
Being  asked  concerning  the  Christians,  they  said  some  nad 
died  of  sickness,  olid  that  others  had  gone  up  the  countiy, 
along  with  their  wives.  The  admiral  much  feared  that  tbeV 
were  all  dead,  vet  thought  it  prudent  to  conceal  his  fears,  and 
sent  back  the  uidians  with  some  brass  baubles,  on  which  they 
place  great  value,  and  with  other  toys  as  a  present  for  the  ca>* 
doue. 

Next  day  the  whole  fleet  entered  the  port  of  the  Nativity, 
#here  they  found  the  fort  burnt,  on  which  it  was  concluded 
that  all  the  Christians  were  deed,  and  the  more  especially  as 
none  f^^  the  Indians  appeared.    Some  things  which  had  be- 
longed to  the  Cpaniards  were  found  scatterea  about  the  place,^' 
which  gave  a  melancholy  indication  of  what  had  actually  haoH* 
pened.    Columbus  caused  a  well  Which  had  been  dug  in  the 
fort  to  be  cleared  out,  but  nothing  was  found  there.    All  thct 
Indians  had  fled  from  their  houses,  in  which  soitae  df  the 
clothes  were  found  which  had  belonged  to  the  Spanianls* 
They  discovered  seven  or  eight  men  buried  bear  the  fi>rt, 
whom  they  knW  to  have  been  Christians  by  th^  clotheii.  , 
While  employed  in  this  distressing  search,  a  brother  of 
Guacanagari  and  some  other  Indians  made  their  appcarance> 
who  spoke  a  little  S^)anbh,  and  who  were  able  to  name  all  the 
men  who  were  left  in  the  fort:     From  these  men,  by  the  help 
of  one  of  the  Indians  who  had  been  in  Spain,  Called  J^amM 
Columbus,  the^  received  an  account  of  the  disaster  which  liad 
befallen  the  Christians  of  the  Nativity.     They  dedarad,' 
**  That,  as  soon  as  the  admiral  departed,  the,  l^aniards  dis^ 
agreed.among  themselves,  refusing  obedience  to  their  command-* 
er,  and  went  about  the  country  m  a  disorderly  manner,  seiz- 
ing women  and  gold  from  the  natives.    Tliat  Peter  Gutier- 
rez, and  Roderick  de  Escovedo,  killed  one  of  the  l^aniardsf 
named  Jacome}  afler  which  they  went  off  with  theur  wdiinen 
and  goods  to  the  district  of  a  cacique  named  Caunabo,  the 
lord  of  the  milies,  who  killed  them  all.    "that  soon  afterwards 
Caunabo  came  with  a  great  number  of  men  to  the  fort,  in 
which  there  were  then  only  James  de  ArluttA,  and  five  othersi 

That 
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That Caunabp set th«f^rt on fire-dunng  the Qighti  and  tbqie 
Aw  Vlu)  were  in, it,  (h  ehdeavburihg  to  escape  to  the  Ktiir&t 
dfiMi^A.  That  afi  the  rest  of  the  SbanSarda  had  ditnei^ 
itito  ^£^^rcnttt>arts  of  the  island..  That  Ouacanuran  went 
<}ut  t^'dj^t  u^nsttl^unabo  in  defence  of  th^  <^rl8tlaiui, 
iad  was  seyerid^  wounded,  h  Jng  stilt  ill  of  his  wounds."  AQ 
tab  agreed  with  the  InteOigence  bronght  to  the  admiral  bjf 
ai^nie  of  the  S^aniairds,  who  had  been  sent  In  search  of  ihfot»» 
dvaUont.aiid  who  had  seen  Guacanagari  at  his  place  of  resU 
dence^  finding  him  in  of  his  wouhds,  which  he  urged  in  ex- 
cuse ror  hot  waiting  on  the  admiral* . 

From  all  that  coutd  be  learnt,  it  appeared  there  had  been 
dii^sioos  among  the  ChrisUanS)  which  had  originated  in  the 
disobedience  of  thebiscainers,  and  that  they  would  not  have 
miscarried  if  they  had  obeyed  the  orders  left  by  the  ad^ind. 
Guacanogari  sent  a  message  to  the  admiral,  requesting  a  visit 
fjrom  himj  as  he  was  unable  to  go  abroad  on  account  of  his 
wounds.    The  admiral  did  so,  and  the  cacidue,  with  a  melaQ- 
^oly  countenance,  gave  him  a  recital  or  all  that  has  been 
weady  saicl»  shewing  him  his  wounds  and  those  of  many  of 
Hit  men,  which^  pliunly  appeared  to  have  been  made  by  the 
-weapons  used  bv  the  Indians,  being  darts  pointed  with  fish 
l^ea.    When  tiie  discourse  was  ended,' the  caicique  gave  th(| 
admiral  SOO  small  etbtie  beads,  called  ciAaf.  on  which  the  t^* 
dlam  set  great  vdue ;  likewise  100  gold  beads,  a  crown  of 
gold,  and  three  little  gourds  or  calurashes,  called  tfbueras, 
nill  of  gold  in  grains ;  the  whole  weighing  about  200  pieces 
of  ^ight    The  admiral  presented  him  witth  several  glass  toys, 
kmvm,  sassars,  hawks-bells,  pins,  needles,  scad  smaS  mirrors, 
whicih  the  capique  considered  as  a  rich  treasure.  He  attcnde4 
^eawuhd  tohis  quarters,  and  was  astonished  at  the  sight  of 
die  iJIpimiili  horses,  and  at  seeing  the  way  in  which  these  ani* 
mail  were  rpdt  and  managed.  Some  officers  of  the  expedition, 
and  evoi  FHar  3oy^,  advisedl  that  Ouacanagar}  should  be  se* 
GumI,  Un  he  had  deared  himself  in  a  more  satisfactory  man- 
lier from  having  a  concern  iju  ^e  death  of  the  CbrisUans  who 
Kad  been  1^  in  his  coimtry .    (tut  jthe  admiral  wa^  of  a  di£^ 
ent  opinion,  ooocdving  it  ver^  improper  to  iise  severity,  br  to 
00  nMiU|r  to  war,  at  his  ^rst  settling  in  tJie  country  j  meaning 
pinst  to  mrt^  himself  anil  establish  tbe  colony  caai  a  piermaQent 
^K>ti^,  cxamuuiig  more  accurately  into  ttte  matter  graduaDy, 
and  irtbe  cacique  were  ultimately  fouQd  gjiOj^,  h«,  cwld  o« 
punished  at  apy  ti^te. 
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llie  admirtl  wm  foil  of  p«plexitv  twm  Iwitf  (Q  f>T6^. 
l^eKlQplii^  to  tbe  ffr«tt  olg«^1^  M  niMleilito  i  vAi 
the  pif$>vmce  of  MuHfn,  |i|  wbu»)  1i«  h»4  fQimin^  ^^1^' -- 

Nfttfv%^  hiid>qa  lwW«r»  M^^^ 
vety  low  oouBt^a  m  w|iM»  itoqe  «nd  otber  nuMerwifpr  Imijm- 
iri|  were  warce.    He  re«o|ved,  tlierelpre,  t9  t^UTQ  ajbog-f^ 
9p««tto  the  eistward$,  tp lookout  Ibr  » ijii^re opoTebiw |ilu- 
ation  in  wldot)  >>  bttild  » town.    Witb  tbU  de»^  he'aolJeii 
with  fill  ihe  fleet  oh  Sdturdfrjr  the  7tt)  Degqioberf  and  Apidbqrf 
ej  that  evening  near  iome  «mall  iilvhds  not  w  fro^ 
ChristOt  Mid  came  next  day  to  anchor  ctofe  tp  that  JDom^al^ 
Im«^ng:  th«t  Montr  dt  Plata  wtw  noarer  l»  tbe  nipi^«pe 
oif  Cibooy  in  which  he  had  l)eeB  U>1(^  tl)e  n<^  |p)!d  mlneii  wim 
situated,  which  he  fancied  ,to  b<e  Ci;}?«^p'»  he  wqa  ^iepiow  ^ 
di«w  near  tliat  part  of  ^e^  isltnc!.    But  tHe  vind  ^(wovea  ao 
ddveree  after  leaving  Jiioi^  CkrisUit  that  thai  men  and  Jboriet 
becune  much  fatieued»  and  t^e.was  unable  to  ri^b  the  poir^ 
of  Qareiof  where  Martin  Alonso  Pinzon  hadbeeh^  gnd  wnidb 
is  now  cidled  the  river  of  Martin  Alonso*  being  five  or  <» 
leagues  firom  Puertd  de  Platu^   Under  the^  circmostonces^  lie 
was  feroed'to  turn  back  three  Iefi£[Ufla  to  a  place  wjhere  he  liad 
i^baerved  a  laige  river  discharging  Uself  into  the  iiea^  foxjppira  • 
flood  harbour,  though  open  to  the  north-w^t  ife  wn4f!cl  4W«ii 
Indian  town  on  this  river,  an4  ^uod  a  delightml 
way  lip  Ae  river  {  at  which  place  the  river  cpi^  eofll^  be 
drawn  out  in  trenches  or  canw»  to'sm^ly  his  i||^t(^de4  iQwn 
with  water,  end  might  even  be  fqppiiedfor  the  erects  of 
mills,  and  all  other  oonveniencies.    He  tlMreforie  deteimkied 
to  build  a  town  on  this  qwt,  and  ordered  ful  tlie  men  and  hor- 
ses to  be  landed.    To  uiis  place,  which  wqs  Ae  fir^  colbi^ 
^tablished  in  the  We^  Indies,  he  gave  ibe  name  9t  Xi^Uap 
in  honour  of  the  qnieen  of  Castile,  K>r  whom  he  had  extiraor- 
dinary  respect    rinding  abundance  of  stone  and  lime>  iaad 


h&skg  of  timber  covered  with  thatch,  every  jperson  bdng  aDo^p 
eu  '0  build  according  to  his  6#n  fao<^  an<l  ability  i  but  ^t||f 
plan  was  r^pilarly  marke<l  Qut  in  streets  and  stjuaret. 

As  the  people  bad  been  long  at  sea^  to  which  thf^r  were  vn- 
accustomed,  and  were  now  fatigued  wiUi  much  labour)  while 
Aey  were  c<mfined  to  short  allowance  and  disliked  thecoun- 
ixf  bread,  they  began  to  &n  sick  in  great  numbers,  tfiougli 
(he  (ountry  itself  is  very  healthy,  ana  many  of  them  died. 

They 
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Thejr  were  milch  aAiicled  to  find  theinselves  reduced  to  such; 
ttrans  JIt  a  viit  dtrtance  frma  their  native  couhtrvt  without' 
hope  <^,  refief,  aikl  disappointed  in  the  orotjpedt  of  acquiring 
that  inuneme  abundance  of  jKold  which  nad  induced  them  to 
cJBibaih  in  the  expedition.  The  admiral  himsdf  had  endured 
mttdi  toil  during  the  voyage,  ai  he  had  to  take  chfti^e  of  the^ 
lAde  fleet,  and  was  stiu  forced  to  undergo  much  ratigiie  om' 
dunfe,  in  order  to  dinose  all  things  in  good  order,  that  this 
inqMlttnt'aflUr  which  nad  been  confided  to  his  management 
m^t  succeed  actiordinff  to  his  wish.  He  was  at  length  taken 
in  and  confined  to  bed;  yet  he  used  every  endeavour  to  ad?, 
vance  ^die  building  of  the  town,  and  that  no  time  might  be 
tpeHi  in  vain.  On  puipose  to  husband  his  provisons,  he  dis- 
patched twdve  of  the  snips  back  to  Spain,  keeping  five  of  the 
Wgest,  two  of  them  ships  and  three  caravels.  About  the  same 
time  he.  sent  out  CKedo  with  fifteen  men  to  ^plore  the  coun- 
try, and  in  particular  to  search  6ut  Cipan^,  about  whldk  he 
was  So  much  mistaken.  C))edo  travelled  eight  or  tto  leagpes 
thrbug^  an  ioninl^abited  country,  add  having  passed  a  moun- 
tain, came  to  a  beautifiil  plain  fiill  of  Indian  towns,  where  he 
was  wdl  reoeivedf  In  nve  or  six  days  he  reached  Cibao, 
which  was  only  15  or  20  leagues  firom  Isabella  j  yet  he  could  not 
tiravd  nnv  fiwter,  having  many  rivers,  brooks,  arid  ravines,  to 
pass  by  ue  way.  Tbe  Indian  guides  who  accompanied  him, 
and  the  natives  of  the  place,  gathered  sold  lit  his  presence  ; 
and  he  returned  with  a  8u£Bcient  quantityto  shew  that  it  wa» 
to  be  had  there  in  great  abundance.  Tliis  gave  great  satis- 
fitdion  to  the  admural  and  the  rest  of  the  colony;  anidhe 
seiit  theee  sanutles,  and  what  had  been  before  given  him  by 
Guafcslnagari  t6  tfieir  Catholic  majesties,  by  Anthony  deToires, 
nndet  wlme  command  he  sent  home  die  twelve  ships  before 
m^tidned.    Thus  ended  the  vear  U9S. 

iSdon  after  the  departure  of  Torres  for  Spain,  the  admi- 
ral being  recovered  from  his  sickness,  received  information  of 
a  plot  having  been  formed  by  some  of  the  people  who  r^ent- 
ea  of  having  engaged  in  the  expedition,  and  who  had  chosen 
Bernaide  Pisa  as  their  leader,  with  the  Ihtehtion  of  carrying 
oflTthe  r^aining  five  ships,  or  some  of  them,  in  ordier  to  re- 
turn into  Spain.  He  immediately  ordered  Beraal  de  Pisaf 
into  custody  {and,  having  made  formal  eitiOninatiens  of  his 
miitihdus  conduct,  sent  hub,  and  a  copy  of  die  proceediuffs, 
intd  S^fdn  by  one  of  the  ships,  that  ttieit^  majesties  might  di- 
feet  him  to  be  dealt  with  aecbrding  td  theit*  fhda^ie.  Hje 
.'  ■  ^  *  '''  ■       •■  '.  •  '^'cimsedr 
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canced  Mme  of  the  other  chief  oonqpinton  to  be  onniilwd 
at'lMbelb,  tbouj^  iiot  wHh  the  seireritv  their  crime  oeterved^ 
y0t  his'  t.neiiries  took  bccasion  from  menoe  to- tax  him  with 
tvnauiT  and  i()pi1ef»io|i.  About  the  lame  tii<ie,  an  inforiitt- 
tioin,  vvwtk  ap  in  form  against  the  aditiira],  waa  found  con- 
cealed in  the  buo7  of  one  of  the  ships,  which  he  also  traila- 
mitted  to  their  majesties.  This  was  the  first  mutinous  ait- 
tempt  against  the  authority  of  the  admihd  in  the  West  In- 
dict, aiid  became  the  foundation  of  all  the  opposition  whidi 
was  made  against  him  and  his  successors  in  the  exercise  and 
enjoyments  of  their  rights.  Having  quelled  this  niuti^ 
.and  restored  the  colony  to  order,  he  chose  a  party  of  his  bat 
men,  with  some  labourers  and  proper  took,  in  order  to  visit 
the  province  of  Cibao,  and  to  dig  for  gold.  He  carri^  ma^ 
teniHn  likewise;  lilonff  with  him  for  the  construction  of  a 
blockhouse,  o^  fortalice,  in  case  he  found  that  precaution  re- 
(juisite.  He  accordingly  set  out  on  this  expedition  with  co- 
lours flying,  drums  beating,  trumpets  sounding,  and  his 
troops  in  mairtial  array,  in  which  manner  he  marched 
through  all  the  towns  on  his  way,  to  impress  the  Indians 
with  awe  of  his  power,  who  were  particularly  astoniriied  at 
the  horses  in  his  train. 

He  left  the  new  town  of  Isabella  on  the  I2th  of  March 
H<94>,  leaving  his  brother  Don  James  Columbus  to  command 
in  his  absence;  a  gentleman  of  a  peaceable  di^KMdtion,  and 
mdst  orderly  behaviour.  After  marching  three  leagues  the 
first  day,  Cohimbus  halted  at  the  foot  of  a  craggy  pass  in 
the  mountains  J  and,  as  the  Indian  paths  were  exceedingly 
narrow,  be  sent  on  some  pioneers  under  the  direction  of  se- 
veral gentlemen  to  level  the  road;  from  which  circumstance 
this  place  acquired  the  name  of  El  ptterto  de  loa  Hidalgos, 
the  port  or  pass  of  the  gentlemen.  Having  reached  the  top 
of  the  mountain  on  Thursday,  they  beheld  a  great  (Jain  be^ 
yond  of  wonderilil  beauty,  being  eigh^  leagues  long,  and 
between  twenty  and  thirty  leagues  wide.  This  appeared  one 
of  the  finest  plains  in  the  wond,  so  green  and  delightfol  that 
the  Spaniards  thought  it  a  terrestrial  paradise,  on  which  uc- 
count  the  admiral  named  it  Vega  Bealy  or  the  Royal  Plain. 
Coming  down  from  the  mountain,  thev  ma^ed  five  leagues 
across  this  noble  plain,  passing  through  several  towius,  where 
thev  were  kindly  received.  Coming  to  a  coUdderabte  river, 
called  Yaqui  by  the  natives,  the  admiral  gave  it  the  name  of 
Rio  de  los  Cannasy  or  River  of  Canes,  because  of  the  great 

number 


M 


W 


Htrrenu  Hktorff  qf       fAn  ii.  book  ii. 


f>mhm  of  ibti»t|Mrt  frow  npop  it*  baokip  fofgelUng*  or  no( 
ym^  awwsi  1ik»H  h»  tmi  pani^  tb^  Mine  fiv«r  at  ^t  moftb, 
in  kit  An^  voyaige,  ^tb  4f<  Oni,  or  goldeo  rivcTt  whcrt  it 
6U»  ivHP:  the  w*  Q«tr  Mont^  Cbristo.  The  Speoiih  iwrty 
bi)t«4lor  the  pifht  «a  the  UoJu  of  tl^it  riv«r»  much  |^ie«i«d 
vilth  their  dew  mercb.  The  Jndhun  whoio  tbepr  hed  brought 
along  with  them  Irom  thefiounti^  neer  iMibetle,  went  Ircely 
info  all  th^  hou^  «•  thev  pnarched  flongi  tahing  whatever 
Ihej  bad  a  mind  to*  af  if  ajl  property  were  conunoD,  and  th^ 
pwpen  shewed  no  diypleawire  irt  this  freedom :  Tbeee»  in  r^ 

Sm,  weQt  to  the  quarter*  of  the  CbriiMaM»  teking  what  they 
(ed,  b^Ueving  that  tbia  had  been  equally  the  mtom  among 
|fae  Spaniard**  The  admiral  and  toe  infantry  of  hw  party 
crowed  the  mer  next  day,  by  means  of  ralb  and  canoea, 
•ndthe  cavalry  crossed  at  a  iord  not  fat  off.  A  league  and 
half  btwond  the  River  of  Cai^es,  they  came  to  anotter  rjvcr 
3rhi<^  Uiey  called  Bio  del  Qro,  or  Golden  River,  having  found 
fomf  grams  of  sold  in  its  bed  j  but  it  is  niuned  Nicayagua 
by  the  natives.  ^Into  this  river  three  brooks,  or  rivulets,  Uiv> 
i»iiarge  their  water*}  the  fint  of  which,  named  J9ti^fciiia  by 
Ihe  Indians,,  the  j^pa^iisfdi  called  JlioSfco,  or  the  Dry  River ; 
the  second  is  ca1]«l  CodUnicu  by  the  natives,  and  the  third 
/Ci^  a|l  of  which  were  extremely  rich  in  the  finest  gold, 
tiavmg  passed  tliis  river,  the  admiral  came  to  a  town,  whence 
most  of  the  inhabitants  fled  at  his  approach ;  yel  some  re- 
inaioed,  who  placed  a  few  canes  across  their  doors,  thinking 
themsalyes  sa^  from  intrusion  by  that  simple  artifice.^  See- 
ing their  simplicity*  the  admiral  gave  orders  that  no  disturb- 
jinof  or  wroi^  should  lie  done  them,  on  which  they  took  cou- 
rage and  came  out*  He  continued  his  march  to  another  ri- 
ver, which,  from  the  ddightfiil  verdure  of  its  banks,  was 
caUed  Bio  Verdtf  or  Oreen  River;  its  bed  being  covered  with 
Toimd  pebUes.  On  Saturday  the  15th  of  March,  the  admi- 
Tal  marched  throu^  oth«r  towns,  where  the  inhabitants 
thoui^t  it  a  sufficient  protection  to  place  a  few  slight  canes 
•craw  their  doors.  They  next  came  to  a  pass  in  the  moun- 
tains, on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Royal  Plain,  which  was 
named /^fto  <l^  Ctiao,  because  the  province  of  Ciboo  bc- 
,gan  at  the  top  of  this  path. 

The  party  hateed  at  the  bottom  of  this  pass,  and  the  pio- 
neers were  sent  on  to  clear  the  ^«y :  And  as  the  peq}Ie  were 
not  yet  reconciled  to  the  food  used  by  the  natives,  somepick- 
horscs  were  sent  back  under  an  escort  to  Isabella  to  bring 

9  provisions. 
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pn»tisIon«.  Hatrinff  gthied  the  top  of  the  piM,  they  agnlii 
ehjegrra  a  deUghtfttlprafpect  of  the  Royal  Pkltt*  From  tbia 
pMCe  they  entered  the  diMtftt  dr  p^vinee  of  Cibao,  whfoh  ia 
II  tvifgtA  ttneodth  eoUtttfy»  fhll  Of  high  toeky  «M9«itilm» 
whence  It  deiivei  Hi  aime,  Cib^t  il|^iyifig  n  ttoM  in  tho 
Ifcngiiiige  of  the  nativM.  Ctbao  it  teverywhcfe  tifttMeoMi 
by  riten  and  brooliii,-  all  of  tvfiieh  yield  gold  i  hot  it  haa 
tSm  trees,  and  little  terdure,  th«  land  beinfr  very  bamm»  lui- 
Ibi  i|i  the  bottomi  oe<kr  thef  riv^ii.  It  wotindft  however  In 
tidl  ipreading  pints,  whiih  teietable  th«  dlive  treefe  of  Akorafe 
Heat*  Seirille.  This  provinoe  is  very  healthy,  having  a  iem» 
perat*  air,  and exceOeht whofesome water.  SmaUgraina of 
goM  Were  fonnd  in  every  brodt,  and  sometimes  larga  pieftM 
aro  gdt,  bat  not  often.  fVom  evei^  town  the  native*  oame 
out,  oMng  provisions,  And  when  they  fbciodth«^adlBival 
wa«  desiAKis  of  gold,  they  brought  him  such  gra^  a*  they 
had  gathered.  He  was  now  iei^tten  leagiHM  nvMa  l8ahdla» 
diid  cRscovered  several  gold  mines,  besides  one  of  oopiMr,  one 
of  azure,  and  another  of  amber;  these  two  hiit  bang  only 
in  small  quantities.  To  protect  his  worltmen  at  (he  mines, 
ittd  to  keep  the  province  under  feuMection,  the  admiral  made 
dic^  of  a  convenient  situation  for  a  redoubt  or  small  for* 
tresi,  on  a  hill  which  was  almost  enSMnhpassed  by  a  tivar  cal- 
led Zanique.  The  ramparts  of  this  ibrt  were  oonstniOMd  of 
earth  and  timber,  and  these  wer6  defended  by  a  trench  at  th« 

$>!>«  where  not  inclosed  bv  the  river^  He  ntfned  tlUii  Fm 
!  Thamnst  because  of  the  incredulity  of  the  ^ni«rdt>  who 
would  not  believe  that  the  country  produced  gold  till  tlH^  saw 
and  touched  it.  In  digging  the  fbnndatiotts  of  this  foti^  se- 
vend  n«Bts  of  straw  were  found-,  in  each  of  which  three  or  four 
round  sjU^nes  were  finind,  as  large  as  orangM,  instead  of 
eggs. 

,  Having  established  all  things  to  his  mind,  the  admiral  left 
Don  Pteter  Maigarite,  a  gentleman  of  Catalonia,  as  governor 
of  the  fort,  witib  a  garrison  of  ft^y-six  men,  and  returned  him- 
self to  IsabeOa,  where  he  arri  >  ed  on  the  S;9th  of  March.  Ho 
here  found  matters  much  worse  than  at  his  dqparture^  only 
sttventeen  day*  before.  Many  of  the  colonists  w«re  dead^  and 
great  numben  sick,  while  thove  who  wei«  stiH  in  health 
were  quite  duheartened  at  the  prospect  of  foAowing  the  Ate 
of  their  companions.  The  provinon*  which  had  been  hnw^t 
ilrom  ^oin  Were  Mowing  extremely  scares,  owing  to  a  creat 
qtiantity  6f  them  being  spoiled  through  ^  negUgenoe  of  the 
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captaitis,  vhile  8yc|i  at  had  been  landed  in  good  condition, 
would  not  keep  bng,  ixa  account  of  the  dampness  and  heat  of, 
thecUniete.  All  were  thorefore  on  short  allowance,  and  the. 
^ur  they  had  still  in  stoi:e  being  near  spent,  it  became  ne-' 
cessary  to  construct  a  mill  for  grinding  com :  But,  as  all  the 
labouring  people  were  sick,,  the  .better  sort  were  forced  to 
work,  which  was  extremely  ^ievous  to  them,  espedaUy  as 
they  were  in  want  of  food.  In  jthis,  emergency  the  admii'iali 
was  wider  the  necessity  to .  use  compulsion  for  carrying  on. 
ihe  public  works,  that  the  people  might  not  perish.  This, 
rendered  him  odious  to  the  leading  Spaniards,  and  gave  qo 
casion  to  Friar  Boyle  to  charge  him  with  cruelly ;  though  it 
has  been  all^;ed  that  the  true  cause  of  his  aversion  to  ,the 
admiral  proceeded  from  being  refu^  a  larger  allowanc;e  for 
himself  and  his  servants  than  was  given  to  others.  Provisions 
became  at  length  so  scarce,  that  even  the  sick  were  often  re- 
duced to  one  ^gg  each,  and  a  pot  of  boiled  Spanish  pease; 
amoi?g  five.  Tne  want  of  proper  medicines  added  greatly  to. 
the  distress ;  for  though  some  had  been  brought  tdong  with 
the  expedition,  they  did  not  agree  with  all  constitutions;  and, 
what  was  still  worse,  they  had  i  o  medical  person  to  attend 
upon  the  sick.  M^ny  well-born  men,  who  had  never  been 
afccustomed  to  suchhai^ddups*  being  sick  and  starving,  and 
without  all  hopeof  relifsf,  sunk  under  their  situation,  and  died 
almost  of  despair.  Afterwards,  when  the  town  of  Isabella 
was  abandoned,  it  was  currently  reported  that  dreadful,  noises 
were  heard  in  the  place,  so  that  for  a  long  while  no  one  dun^t 
venture  to  go  that  way. 

.  To  add  to  his  affliction,  the  admiral  received  intellieence 
from  Fort  St  Thoipas,  tliat  all  the  Indians  had  aban£>ned 
their  towns,, and  thftt  Cfiunabo^  the  cacique  of  one  of  the  pro- 
vinces, was  making  preparations  to  reduce  the  fort.  The  ad- 
miral sent  imtpefliately  a  reinforcement  of  seventy  of  the 
healthiest  of  his;men  to  the  tort,  escorting  some  beasts  of  bur- 
den, laden  with  arms  and  provisions.  He  lijcewise  ordered 
Alonso  de  C^edo  to  take  the  field  with  as  many  men  as  were 
able  to  Qi^arch,  leaving  only  the  sick  and  the  mechanics  be- 
hind; desiring  him  to  march  about  the  country^  particularly 
the  Royal  Plain,  where  there  were  many  caciques  and  on  in- 
numerable multitude  of  Indians ;  intending  to  intimida;te  the 
natives  by  a  jdi^ilay  of  the  3panish  force,  and  to  accustom  the 
Spaniards  to  upe  the  provisions  of  the  country,  as  their  own 
were  nearly  spent.  Ojcda  Icf):  Isabella  with  above  400  men  on 

the 


-"i**>'^r**  • 


CHAP*  II*  SKcri^i.  ;^ii.        the  DUcaoay  (if  America.  319 

theSth  of  Aprp ;  and  a»  soon  as  ke  ]^a4  pawed  Oddoi  Riv«r 
'^  the  Royal  PUuQ,  he  seized  the  cacique  oi  one  of  t^e;Unws» 
with  bis  brother  and  nephew,  whom  he  sent  prisoners  tp,  Isa- 
belUif  and  caused  the  ears  dT  an  Indian  to  be  cut  off  in  the 
market  place.  The  reason  of  this  severi^  was»  because  when 
three  Spaniards  were  ^ing  from  Fort  St  Thomas  to  Isabella, 
the  cacique  gave  them  five  Indians  to.  carry  their  bagoage 
Across  the  river,  who  left  the  ^uuiiards  and  .carried  Ui^eJoag*- 
gage  back  to  the  town,  for  which  the  cacique  was  so  far  from 
punishing  theih,  that  he  detained  the  ba^age.  The  cacique 
,of  anothp  town,  on  seeing  these  chiefs  carfie4  f^wfty  prispn- 
ers,  wenjt  along,  with  them  to  Isabella,  believing  he  xnight  b^ 
able  to  procure  tl^eir  pardon  from  the  adp^frat,  as,he  ha^  al- 
ways been  iHcndly  to  the  Spaniards.  *VA9  soopi  i^  tl|^y  arr 
rjiy^  the  admiral  ordered  their  heaih,|tq  jbf^  c^it  o^f  jn  ^e 
niarl(et-pkoe,.a  cri|er,prQcIaw^i^.the  ^ff^nf^ps  fpr  wh||^  tliey 
were  to  su^r^t^iscdi^d^Q  punishment;  ^tj.^^^  the  sc^ke  of 
^the ifriendly ,cap)^e  hefprgave  them '.^,  ,^bovt .|his  time  9 
horsemwi  cam^  tp  Isabella  ,from  the  fort,  who  reported  that 
'the  inhabitants  of  the  tp^ii  jielpnging  t/o,  the^  cacique  who  was 
their  prisoner  had  jbeset  0ve  Spianiaids  with  intention  to  pi^ 
them  to  death  {  but  tHat.he  and  his  horse  had  rei^ued  them 
from  above  400  of  the  natives,  who  all  fled  before  him  out  olf 
feai'  for  his  hors^,  and  that  he  had  wminded  several  of^^em 
with  his  lan^ce. 

Havi^.pacified  the  threatened  commptipps  to  al|  appear- 
ance for  %e  pre^nt,  the  admiral  determined  tp  pjrose^ule  his 
maritime  discoveries  as  he  hadbeendurecteaby  iheic  Cathplic 
muesiies,  and  because  his  disposition  waa  ayers^.from  idleness, 
anol  mudi  inclined  to  explore. the  countiy.  wh|ch  he  had  disf 
covered.  For  the  better  govem^nent  of  the  colony  during 
his  absence,  he  appointed  a  council,  of  which  his  brother  Don 
.James  Columb^i^s  was  constituted  president  {  the  other, menw 
bers  were,  ^riar  Boyle,  Peter  Fernandez  Coronel,  the.chief 
alguazilor  judge,  Alonso  Sanchez  de  Carvajalt  and  Jphni  de 
Luxon.  poll  Peter  MaCgarite  was  ordered  to  continue 
marching  up  and  down  the  country  with  the:  miliary  force, 

,1  The  words  marked  with  inverted  commas,  however  equivocal  in 
their  meaning,  are  expressed  so  in  Churchill's  Collection,  from  which  this 
article  is  adopted.  The  meaning  of  Herrera  probably  is,  «  That  having 
ordered  the  nature  of  their  crime,  and  the  sentence  which  it  merited  to  be 
proclaimed,  he  pardoned  them  at  the  desire  of  the  friendly  cacique."— E, 
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btftag  abote  tOO  mm  i  and  the  admiml  )fk  itii$K  instraetiont 
ft^tne'Matl  muii^cnt  of  die  colony  M  hiiTiilMenee  o^  hfa 
dejBttecTcotivenfent  Aiid  iie<$ewary.  .    ■  ^ 
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CMuftSlir  piwetds  to  isplwi tketb^^^CfiAttt  dikOt^a  thi 
Ititmd  at'J^maktt,  and  rdutiuio  Tmetta  in  Himnioh. 

t^ATittd'two  vesieli  * '  the  harbour  of  liftbona  to  lerve  th^ 
celcmyin  KtiycMn  of  emergency,  the  admiral  let  tail  oh 
tlivuday  the  fitth  of  April  149«,  Mrlth  ctte  large  fthip  ahd 
l«ro  caravet«.  Taking  Mi  courie  to  the  weitwami,  he' pro- 
ceeded to  Monte  Chrltto  and  tho  harboiir  of  Nativity,  where 
he  inoutred  for  Ouaeanagori,  who  hapjpened  to  be  abientt 
and  atthough  hii  people  Mid  he  would  be  koon  back,  the  ad- 
inind  was '  Unwlllhig  to  delay  h!k  tbtfajie.  Ke  then  advanced 
tothetik)  of 'Tbrfi^,  but  wai  ferced  back  by  contbry  windi, 
and  caune  to  anchor  in  a  river  which  he  named  Ouadalqufvir. 
Ihk  th«  fdch  of  ,'4ptil  he  reached  Port  %.  Nicholai,  whence 
be  dMcovered  the  eastern  point  of  tho  Island  of  Cuba,  ealle(l 
JlMttf/^^l  by  the  natives,  but  virhich  he  named  Cape  Alphti 
M  <Mi«M  *.  Crotilng  the  strait  between  Hbpaniola  and 
Cuba,  which  is  eighteen  leagues  broad,  he  began  to  exploit 
tile  soiuthern  coan  of  Cuba,  where  he  discovered  a  large  boy, 
whidi  he  named  P^gfto  Orande  *,  or  Oreat  Harbour,  the 
motKb  of  which  is  nn  hundred  and  nfly  paces  wide.  He  camb 
to  anchor  here,  and  procured  considerable  quantities  of  fish, 
lirottght  by  the  tmiians  in  canoes.  On  Stindav  the  7th  of 
)iief  be  proceeded  along  the  coast,  which  he  found  evet^- 
wMve  provided  with  excellent  harbours,  high  mountains,  and 
numerous  riven.  '  A^  he  kept  everywhere  as  close  as  possible 
to  the  shore,  infihite  numb^  of  Indians  resorted  continually 
to  the  ships  in  their  canoes,  supplying  the  Spaniards  freely 
with  provisions,  under  the  idea  that  tn^  were  come  from 
lieaten:  on  these  occasions  the  admiral  always  gave  them 
toys,  with  which  they  went  away  perfectly  satisfied. 

Hp. 

I  TliS  ssMra  pdnt  of  Cwba,  ia  Lat.  do*  it'  N.  Long.  74*  3'  W.  b 
now  tamaA  Cspo  Museir— B. 
s  Now  called  Cumberland  Bay.-^E. 
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Ha  now  ieiumcd  towanli  the  iouth*oaiitf  on  purpoM  to  tic* 
ploM  Miothor  iiknd  Mmod  Jamakat  which  lome  belitva  to 
M1W  hMn  tb«  place  so  frequently  mentioned  by  Uie  Indian* 
of  LwtQtOt  finder  the  name  of  Babeckt  or  Bohh*  H» 
accordingly  reached  tlie  cooat  of  Jamaica  on  Monday  tho 
14th  of  May,  and  thought  it  the  moit  boautiftil  of' all  t^ 
iviandi  he  bad  yet  teen,  ond  from  it  gr*at  numben  of 
canoes  came  on  to  the  ships  i  yet  on  sending  the  hooii 
to  explore  and  sound  n  port,  a  great  many  armed  ca- 
noes interposed  to  hinder  the  Sponianis  flroNi  hmdinc<  The 
admiral  tberoforo  made  sail  towards  another  {diaoe,  wideh  h« 
named  I*uhio  JiuenOf  or  the  Oood  IrJarbour,  where  a  sfffli* 
lar  exposition  wos  made  by  the  notkcs.  Irritated  by  thie 
unfriendly  reoeption,  the  admiral  ordered  a  flight  ol  arrows 
to  be  dischargeil  among  the  Indians  f«om  his  cross-bows,  by 
which  six  or  seven  of  tncm  wore  wounded,  after  which  the 
rest  of  the  natives  came  peaceably  to  the  ships.  Next  Prlday« 
l)elng  the  18th  May,  lie  sailed  along  the  coast  to  the  west* 
waros,  so  near  the  shore  that  many  canoes  oontinuallv  follow- 
ed the  ships,  bartering  such  thin^  as  they  possessed  for  anv 
baubles  given  them  oy  the  Spaniards,  fhe  wind  being  ai* 
ways  contrary,  the  admiral  resolved  to  return  to  Cuba,  that 
he  might  satisty  himself  whether  it  were  an  Island  or  contl>* 
nent.  At  this  time  an  Indian  youth  came  on  board,  and  ex- 
pressed by  signs  an  anxious  desire  to  00  along  with  tho  Chris- 
tians  (  and  though  his  purents  and  friends  entreated  him  wf  tb 
tears  not  to  leave  them,  he  would  not  be  prevaihid  on  to  sta^* 
but  went  and  hid  himself  in  a  private  part  of  the  ship,  to 
avoid  th«ir  importunity.  iw«« 

On  returning  to  tlie  coast  of  Cuba,  he  dincovered  a  capd 
or  point,  which  he  called  Cabo  de  CrttZf  or  Oine  Cross  i  and 
continued  to  sail  along  the  cooit,  accomponiecl  by  much  rainj 
and  a  great  deal  of  thundur  and  lightning.  In  this  course  he 
wos  greatly  perplexed  by  numerous  shoals  and  islands,  which 
increased  in  number  the  further  he  went,  some  of  the  Islandi 
beuig  bare  sand,  while  others  Wore  covered  with  trees.  The 
nearo*  these  islands  were  to  the  nhore  of  Cuba,  theV  appeared 
the  higher,  greener,  and  more  txiautiful,  some  of  them  being 
a  league  or  two  in  compass,  and  oihcrs  three  or  four.  On  th« 
first  dav  he  fuiw  many,  nnd  the  next  still  more  i  and  consi- 
dering that  they  were  ro  numerous  that  it  was  impossiMe  to 
give  each  n  name,  he  culled  the  whole  group  or  range  ElJaf 
d«n  dt  la  lleyna,  or  the  Queen's  Garden.  Between  theso 
blands  there  were  mnny  channclH  through  which  the  ships 
vou  III.  X  coula 
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could  paM;  and  in  lomeof  them  they  found  a  tort  Of  red 
cnmet,  of,/K0fiiifij;of|:  which  are  only  found  on  the  coast  of  Cii^ 
ba  and'  amonff  the  small  islands,  living  on  the  salt  water  upon 
iOme  \attd  of  food  which  they  there  find.  These  Urds^  are 
often  domesticated,  "Uid.  are  then  fed  on  eatabi^  or  casada, 
w;l)ich  is  the  Indirji  bread,  and  which  is  given  them  in  pans 
desalt  Water.  They  saw  cranes  likewise;  resembling  tho^iu 
Spain  i  also  crows,  and  manv  kinds  of  singing-lurds,  and 
abundance  of  tortoises  or  turtles  as  large  as  buclders.       >  ' 

iAt  this  time  the  Spaniards  were  much  astonished  by  a  rew 
mode  (^  fishing  whicn  they  saw  practised  by  some  Indiamt  In 
a  cano>,  who  uiewed  no  symptoms  (^ dread  on  the  approach 
of  the  Christians.  These  people  in  the  first  place  cauglftt 
some  fishes  called  reves^  the  largest  of  which  are  about  the 
sisEe  of  a  pilchard,  and  have  a  certain  roughnexs  on  their  bellyi 
by  which  they  cling  with  such  force  to  any  thing  they  have  a 
pind  to,  that  they  may  be  sooner  torn  in  pieces  than  forced 
to  quit  their  hokl.  Having  caught  some  or  these*  the  Indian 
fishermen  fiwtened  them  by  the  tail  to  one  end  of  a  small 
cord  about  SOO  ^fiithoms  long,  and  allowed  the  fish  to  swim 
about  in  the  water,  holding  test  bv  the  other  end  of  the  line. 
Vi^en  this  fish  came  to  a  tortoise,  it  clung  so  close  to  tho 
under  shell  of  the  tortoise,  that  the  men  drew  up  one  of  an 
hundred  weight  or  more  into  their  canoe.  In  the  same  man- 
ner they  take  sliarks,  the  fiercest  and  mopt  ravenous  creatures 
of  the  deep,  whidi  even  devour  men.  When  the  Indians  had 
satisfied  wem8t>lves  with  fishing,  they  came  on  board  the  ad- 
mt  lis  ship,,  who  ordered  them  to  have  a  number  of  toys,  and 
from  them  it  was  learnt  that  there  were  many  more  islands  to 
the  west  along  the  coast.  The  admit  ai  continued  his  way  to 
^e  westwards  among  the  islands,  constanUy  havii^  mudt 
rain  with  thunder  and  lightning  every  evening,  which  con- 
tinued till  the  moon  rose ;  and  though  all  imaginable  care 
^as  taken,  the  ship  often  touched  Nid  stuck,  and  was  got 
off  with  much  labour.  In  one  of  the  islands  of  this  group, 
larger  than  the  rest,  and  which  he  named  Santa  Marina^  ne 
fi^uud  a  town,  in  which  there  was  abundance  offish,  many 
dogs  which  did  not  bark,  large  flocks  of  flamingos  or  red 
crane«,  plenty  of  parrots  and  other  birds,  but  the  inhabitants 
aU  fled. 

Being  in  want  of  water,  and  not  finding  any  in  the  smal* 
islands,  tlie  admiral  drew  near  the  coast  of  duba.  On  ac- 
jpount  of  the  thickness  oS  the  trees  close  down  to  the  waters 
;  ,  edge, 
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sdgtf,  k  wall  iinipo8ubl«  to  ditcovbt  whether  there  were  any 
towiM  or  not;  bat  one  of  the  aaibni  having  penerated  lome 
wii»  into  the  woodi,  met  thuty  men  armed  with  Hpeam,  and 
a  Kind  of  wooden  gwonk*  called  mazanoe  by  the  Indians: 
he  alleged  likewise  that  one  of  the  natives  wa.^  clothed  with 
ai'White  garment  down  to  hia  heels,  like  a  surplice  |  tiut  n^i^ 
thor  «hi8  person  nor  any  of  the  others  could  be  sAerwaifd* 
found,  as  they  all  fled  into  the  wbods.  Proceeding  about  ten 
leagues  further  on,  they  espied  some  houses,  whence  several 
men  came  off  in  their  canoes,  bringing  provisions  and  cola^ 
basher?  of  water,  for  which  they  were  rewarded  with  toys. 
The  admiral  requested  them  to  leave  one  of  their  men  wilJi 
him,  to  give  him  some  information  respecting  the  country,  to 
which  they  reluctantly  ctmsented*  This  person  almost  satis^ 
fled  the  admiral  that  Cuba  wa^*  an  island,  and  he  reported 
that  a  cacique  who  dwelt  iarther  towards  the  west,  gave  all  his 
oirders  to  hkS  people  by  signs,  yet  was  obeyc^d  by  them.  While 
continuing  taoir  way,  the  uhips  got  aground  on  a  bank  of 
sand,  having  only  si:-  feet  water,  and  onlv  two  ships  lengths 
acrosN,  where  they  were  obliged  to  ibrce  tne  ships  over  uito 
deeper  winter  with  much  ado,  by  carrying  out  anchors  and 
heaving  the  capstans  with  all  their  might.  At  this  place  the 
whole  sea  was  covered  over  with  large;  sea>tortoise«  or  turtle. 
At  one  time  so  great  a  flight  of  crows  passed  over  the  ships, 
going  from  the  sea  towards  Cuba,  that  the  sun  waf^  hid  f|:om 
sight  as  by  a  large  cloud,  and  these  were  followed  by  prodi- 
dous  fliffhts  of  pigeons,  8ea>guUs,  and  many  other  kinds  of 
birds.  Next  day  Kuch  multitudes  of  butterflies  came  off'  from 
the  shore,  that  they  hid  the  light  of  the  sun ;  and  this  continu<^ 
ed  till  night,  when  thcv  were  all  carined  away  by  heavy  rains. 
Being  mformed  by  the  Indian  whom  he  had  taken  on  board, 
that  the  numerous  islands  continued  all  along  the  coast  in 
the  direction  he  was  now  .filing,  so  that  the  toil  and  danger 
they  had  so  long  suffered  would  increase ;  and  being  likewise 
in  want  of  provisions,  the  admiral  came  to  the  reSMUtion  of 
returning  to  Hispaniola;  but,  wishing  to  provide  u  supply  of 
wood  and  water,  he  made  for  an  island  about  SO  leagues  in 
circumference,  which  he  called  the  Evangelist ^  but  wnich  is 
now  believed  to  be  that  called  Isla  de  Pinos,  or  Isle  of  Pines. 
Tliis  island  was  reckoned  700  let^ies  distant  from  H^spanio- 
la' .     Had  the  admiral  proccedea36  leagues  farther  on,  he 

would 

9  At  I7i  leagves  to  the  degree,  the  divtance  bstween  the  Ids  of  Pines 

snd 
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wonM  hare  dtsoov«red  the  extreme  went  point  of  CuImi*. 
Thn  ^  admiral  had  laikd  on  this  discovery  SS3  leaguea^t 
wad  eomputiiig  his  voyage  by  astronomical  rules,  from  Cadis 
to  the  west,  he  found  that  he  had  sailed  75  d^irees  in  loiBgiT 
tnde,  which  are  equal  to  five  hours  in  the  difierence  of  time  '. 
On  Friday  Uie  1 9tK  of  June,  the  admiral  steered  to  Uie  soti^fi 
ward  thriMigh  what  seemed  to  be  a  fair  channel,  but  it  was 
found  quite  impracdcable  \  finding  themselves  thus  embayed 
aiqcnig  shoals,  and  raining  short  of  provisions,  the  people 
were  mudi  discourafled }  but  by  the  perseverance  and  resolu- 
tion of  the  adnyral,  he  got  the  snips  back  to  Evanjfelist  Uand. 
He  then  steered  to  the  north-east  for  certain  islands  about 
five  leagues  off,  where  they  came  to  a  part  of  the  sea  that  wa« 
fbH  of  green  and  white  spots,  appearing  Uke  shoals,  but  they 
never  had  less  than  twelve  feet  water.  Seven  leacues  from 
thence  Uiqr  came  to  a  very  white  sea,  as  if  it  had  oeen  oon- 
gealed}  and  seven  leagues  farther  on  the  sea  became  as  black 
as  iiak,  and  omtinued  so  all  the  way  to  the  coast  of  Cuba. 
The  sailors  were  much  amaaed  at  these  changes  in  the  ccdour 
of  the  sea,  whi|d|  is  understood  to  proceed  frun  the  colour  of 
the  bottom,  not  of  the  water,  as  is  reported  by  the  Portur 
ffuese  to  be  the  case  with  the  Red  Soi ;  and  simuar  qxits  have 
been  observed  both  in  the  South  and  North  Sea.  Among 
the  windward  islands  tjhere  are  similar  white  spots,  because  the 
bottom  is  white,  howe  we  may  conclude  that  these  afqaear- 
ances  proceed  frmn  the  tranroarcccy  of  ^e  water. 

Tlie  admiral  continued  saiung  along  ^  southern  coast  of 
Cuba  towards  the  east,  always  throudi  narrow  channv<?li  luU 
of  shoris,  and  with  a  scanty  wind.  On  the  30th  of  June  the 
admiraTs  ship  stuck  fast  on  a  dioal,  ayd  could  not  be  hauled 
astern  by  att  their  anchors  and  cables;  but  at  length,  fay  his 
ingenuity,  she  was  forced  a«head  right  over  the  shoals  pro- 
ceeding 

and  iNlMila  u  only  iss  leMues :  Or  even  countJag  twestjr  to  the  degree, 
only  sso  marine  lesgite*. — S. 

«  We  are  to  nippoie  Columbus  wa»  aow  at  tbe  eut  end  of  the  ble  of 
FiOM,  ftmn  whence  Cape  St  Antonia,  the  weitem  point  of  Ctaba.  is  abov^t 
5S  ^wiih  lewues.— E.  ""^  > 

5  The  auflubers  in  the  translation  of  Herrera  are  inexinobly  corrupti 
sad  mite  ineconctleshle  with  each  other,  or  with  truth.— -E. 

<  Ca^  is  in  Long.  6o  is'  W.  from  Qreenwieh,  the  east  end  of  th* 
Iilaof  pines  ss«  W.  Hence  the  difference  of  longitude  is  75*  4«'  W. 
very  near  the  same  u  in  the  text.— £. 
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ceeding  continittHy  oil  in  no  r^ular  coune,  Juat  m  Wai  pe». 
mitted  by  the  shoak  aDdisiauds,  pasiiBg  ■mays  thfo^h « 
very  white  sea,  and  having  great  lowers  of  rain  <>venr  even- 
ings the  admiral  come  at  kn^h  to  that  part  of  the  iwyld  of. 
Cuba  towards  the  east  where  lie  had  enVared  among  the  shoab 
and  islands  of  the  Jarden  de  la  B^pia,  where  tonr  sdidt 
most  fragrant  odours,  as  of  sttnrax,  proceeding  from  toe  odo^ 
rifbrous  wood  which  is  there  burnt  by  the  Indians*    On  the 
7th  of  July,  tlic  adriiiral  went  on  rhore  to  hear  mans  j  and 
while  that  ceremony  was  performing  an  old  cacique  came  b* 
the  place,  who  observantly  noted  every  thinv  that  was  done 
by  the  priest*  how  reverently  the  Christians  oehaved  them* 
selves,  and  the  respect  which  was  paid  by  every  one  to  the 
admiral :  Supposing  him  to  be  the  chief  over  iJi  the  rest,  the 
cacique  presented  him  with  some  of  the  fruit  of  that  country 
in  a  platter  or  basin  made  of  the  shell  of  a  gourd  or  dahbash* 
called  by  the  natives  ybuerati  and  then  sat  down  on  his  hamsi 
which  is  the  manner  of  the  Indians  ythea  they  have  not  dieur 
usual  low  &*'■     .    The  cacique  then  addressed  the  admind 
as  foUcws :  **  lou,  who  are  <rt  great  power,  have  come  into 
our  country,  and  have  occasioned  much  tenxur  among  va* 
Acconling  to  our  belief,  there  are  two  pbces  in  the  other 
world  to  which  the  souls  ^  men  go  after  death.  One  of  thcae 
is  dark  and  dismal,  and  is  prroared  for  the  souls  of  tho  widc- 
ed ;  the  other  is  pheasant  and  deli^tfiil,  and  is  appoimcd 
for  the  reception  of  those  who  promote  .peace  among  itkMrtali* 
If,  therefore,  you  expect  to  die,  and  that  men  will  be  Mwand- 
ed  hereafter  acoordmg  to  their  deserts  in  diis  life,  you  will 
not  harm  those  who  do  you  none.    What  yon  have  been 
now  engaged  in  is  good,  as  I  suppose  you  have  been  giving 
thanks  to  God."  "niis  man  said,  moreover,  that  hehaa  been 
in  Hispaniola  and  Jamaica,  and  to  the  &rther  end  of  Coba, 
and  that  the  lord  of  that  country  was  dad  like  the  priest  he 
had  seen  officiating.    All  this  was  understood  by  the  adttiml 
by  means  of  an  interpreter,  and  he  was  amazed  at  the  iiunili- 
TMis  discourse  of  the  old  Indian,  to  whom  he  made  the  mUdw- 
ing  answer :  *«  He  was  much  rejoiced  to  learn  chat  the  Sft' 
tives  believed  in  the  immortality  of  the    soul,  and  in  future 
rewards  and  puhishments.    As  for  himself,  he  was  sent  to 
take  a  Vi6w  of  the  countries  by  a  poworfol  nionarch»  laid  to 
itiquire  if  there  were  any  who  did  wrong  to  others ;  and  hear- 
ing that  the  Caribbees  did  so,  he  was  resolved  to  curb  them, 
that  aU  might  live  together  in  peace."    The  old  oacique  shed 
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tears  of  joy  at  this  intelligence,  and  declared  he  woukl  accom- 
pany the  admiral  into  S$pain»  were  it  nut  on  account  of  bis 
wife  and  children.  Beins  presented  with  some  toys  by  the 
admilral,  he  knelt  down  in  great  admiration,  often  asjking 
whether  these  men  were  bom  in  heaven  or  on  the  earth. 

Leaving  that  place,  the  winds  and  toprents  of  rain  seem  to 
have  oonspirt'd  to  obstruct  his  progress ;  and  at  one  time  a 
water  spout  fell  upon  the  deck  of  his  ship,  so  that  it  appeared 
a  miraculous  interposition  of  Providence  which  enabled  them 
to  lower  the  sails,  and  let  go  the  anchors.     So  much  water 
was  shij^ied  at  this  time,  that  it  required  the  utmost  exertions 
of  the  crew  ar  the  pumps  to  free  the  ship.     In  addition  to  all 
their  distresses,  the  people  were  now  reduced  to  a  pound  of 
rotten  biscuit,  and  half  a  pint  of  wine  a-day  for  each  man,' 
having  no  other  provisions,  unless  when  they  happened  tp  take 
some  fish.     Under  all  these  difficulties,  the  admiral  arrived 
on  the  18th  of  July  at  Cape  Cruz^  where  he  remained  three 
days,  as  the  Indians  supplied  the  people  liberally  with  fruit 
and  provisions.    On  Tu^ay  the  22d  of  July,  as  the  wind 
was  still  advene  for  his  return  to  Isabella  in  the  island  of  His- 
paniola,  he  struck  over  to  the  island  of  Jamaica,  which  he 
naiiaedfiait/  Jago,     He  coasted  along  this  island  to  the  west- 
wards,   admiring  its  deli^tful  appearance  and  numerous 
harboiu^.    Great  numbers  of  Indians  followed  the  ships  along 
tlie  coast*  and  freely  parted  With  such  provisions  as  the  coun- 
try afforded,  which  the  Spaniards  thought  better  than  they 
had  met  with  in  any  of  the  other  islands.     But  he  never  failed 
to  have  heavy  rains  ever}'  evening,  which  he  endeavoured  to 
account  for  by  the  proximity  o^  such  extensive  woods.     At 
one  place  he  saw  a  very  beautiful  bay,  having  seven  small 
ialands,  one  of  which  was  extraordinary  high  land.    The 
admiral  thought  this  inland  very  large  and  beautiful,  and  to 
have  an  unusual  number  of  towns  }l)ut  it  afterwards  turned 
out  to  be  Jamaica  itself,  which  is  eighty  leagues  long  and  fifty 
broad^. 

The  weather  becoming  more  settled,  the  admiral  stood  to 
the  eastwards  for  Hispaniola,  and  came  to  the  extreme  point 

of 
*  ./ 

7  The  text,  or  its  origuial  translation,  is  here  obscure;  but  Colunbus 

Spears  not  to  have  been  aware  that  this  island,  to  which  he  gave  the  nuoe 
'St  Jifp>,  was  the  same  which  he  had  before  visited  as  Jamaica.  The 
tztent  m  the  text  is  exceedingly  erroneous,  as  the  length  of  Jamaica  is 
bnhr  thirty-five  Spanish  leagues,  and  its  greatest  breadth  thirteen  le^uti. 
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of  that  iiland  stretching  towards  Januucat  which  he  called 
Cabo  de  Ferol,  or  Cape  Lightlioiue  *;  and  on  Wednesd^r  the 
90th  of  August,  he  got  sight  of  the  westernmost  point  of  (lis- 
jfMniola,  which  he  named  Cape  St  Michael,  now  called 
Jlberoon }  which  is  twenty-five  or  thirty  leagues  from  the 
easternmost  point  of  Jamaica  '.  Oi\  Saturday  the  2Bd  of 
August,  a  cacique  came  off  to  the  ships,  calling  out  Atmirante  1 
Aimirante  /  from  which  circumstance  he  inferred  that  he  had 
&llen  in  with  Hispaniols,  of  which  he  was  not  till  then  assur- 
ed. At  the  end  of  August,  he  anchored  at  a  snuJl  island 
which  looks  like  a  sail,  ^ich  he  therefore  named  Alto  Vela, 
being  twelve  leatfuea  from  Beata  '**.  The  other  two  ships 
being  out  of  sisht,  the  admiral  sent  some  of  his  men  to  the 
top  of  this  island  to  look  out  for  them.  While  on  shore  the 
seamen  killed  five  seals  which  lay  asleep  on  the  sand,  and 
knocked  down  many  birds  with  uieir  sticks,  even  catching 
some  with  tlieir  hands,  for  a.  the  island  was  uninhabited 
diey  were  not  afraid  of  men.  After  six  days  waiting,  the 
other  ships  rejoined  the  admiral ;  and  he  proceeded  to  La 
Beata,  and  thence  eastwards  along  the  coast  of  Hispanidla  to 
a  river  running  through  a  fine  populous  plain,  now  called 
Catalina,  or  Catherines  Plain,  from  the  name  of  a  lady  to 
whom  it  once  belonged".  Some  Indians  came  off  to  the 
ships  in  their  canoes,  who  said  the  Spaniards  from  the  town 
of  Isabella  had  been  there,  and  were  all  well.  Goins  on 
eastwards  from  this  place,  a  large  town  was  observea  on 
shore,  to  which  he  sent  the  boats  for  water.  The  Indians 
came  out  armed  with  poisoned  arrows,  and  threatened  to 
bind  the  Spaniards  with  cords;  yet  as  soon  as  the  boats 
came  near,  they  laid  down  their  arms,  inquired  for  the  admi* 
ral,  and  brought  provisions  to  the  Spaniards.  This  place  is 
in  the  province  of  Higuay,  the  natives  of  which  arc  the  most 
warlike  of  all  the  tribes  in  Hispapiolo,  and  use  poisoned  ar- 


rows. 


Continuing 


8  From  the  sequel  it  would  appear  that  this  Cape  Ferol  belonged  to  Ja- 
maica,  and  is  probably  that  now  called  North-East  Cape — E. 

9  The  distance  from  Cape  North-East  in  Jamaica,  to  Cape  Tiberoon  iii 
Hispaniola  is  thirty-three  Spanish  leagues.  — £. 

10  Beata  is  the  most  southern  point  of  Hispaniola,  directly  to  the  west 
of  Juliana  Bay;  and  Alto  \  ela  does  not  exceed  3^  leagues  from  that  port. 
.— -£, 

1 1  Near  the  eastern  end  of  the  south  side  of  Hispaniola,  there  is  a  small 
island  called  Santa  Catalina,  near  which  a  considerable  extent  of  the  m^ip 
island  is  called  the  Plainj.—B.  .,  i.  ,„ 
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Continuing  tlio  ooune  to  the  eiutwartU,  a  large  fiih  wat, 
m  nwmbfing  a  small  whale,  having  a  shell  on  Its  neck  like 
tkk  of  a  tortoise,  as  krge  as  a  target.    Its  head,  which  it 
kiM  above  water,  was  like  a  pipe  or  largo  cask )  it  hud  two 
tast  Ans  on  the  skies,  and  tne  toil  resembled  that  of  a 
tunny  fish,  but  much  larger.    From  the  apnoaranot  of  this 
fish,  and  by  other  tokens  in  the  sky,  the  aomiral  suspeOed 
in  approaching  storm,  and  to<A  shelter  therefore  within  Uk 
iskum  called  AMKuinm/  by  the  Indians,  but  which  the  Sp»* 
alerts  nane  Saona,  which  Is  about  two  leaoues  in  length, 
having  a  strait  between  it  and  Hispaniola  about  a  lea^pie 
in  breadth.    He  there  anchored,  but  as  the  other  two  ships 
were  unable  to  get  in  thev  ran  great  danger.    That  night, 
the  admiral  observed  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  from  whkh  he 
cakukUed  the  diffinrence  of  longitude  between  the  island  of 
8aona  and  Cadia  to  be  five  hours  and  twentv-three  minutes  '*. 
The  admiral  remained  in  this  pktce  for  eight  days,  and  being 
icjoincd  by  the  other  ships,  ne  made  sail  on  the  24th  Sep- 
tember, and  arrived  at  Cabo  de  Ergario  *',  or  Cape  Deceit, 
which  be  named  Sm  Raphael,    He  Uicn  touched  at  the  ishind 
of  IfofM,  ten  lini^ues  from  Hispaniola,  and  eight  from  San 
Juan  d6  Porto  Rioo.    Leaving  Mona,  where  tne  l^apiards 
got  most  delicious  melons  as  larse  as  a  two  gallon  vessel,  the 
admiral  was  sieied  by  a  violent  lethargy,  in  which  he  lost  his 
senses,  and  every  one  expected  him  to  die.     In  this  emer* 

Sency,  the  other  officers  made  the  best  of  their  way  for 
sabella,  where  all  the  ships  arrived  on  the  29th  of  September, 
without  having  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  Cuba  was 
«ui  island,  except  from  Uie  information  of  an  Indian,  as  already 
mentioned. 

On  his  arrival  at  Isabella,  the  admiral  had  the  satisfaction 
to  learn  that  his  iMrothcr  Don  Bartholomew  Columbus  was 
there,  but  this  pleoung  intelligence  was  much  damped  by  in- 
formation that  the  natives  of  the  island  had  risen  in  arms 
Mainst  the  Spaniards.  Don  Bartholomew  had  gone  to 
England  to  offer  the  proposed  discovery  of  the  Indies  to 
King  Henry  VII.  He  was  long  delayed  on  his  way  there, 
and  spent  a  long  time  in  learning  the  Ian|B;nage,  and  in  soli, 
citing  at  court  before  he  could  gain  admission  to  the  minis. 

tiyi 

IS  This  would  give  a  difference  of  80o  45',  and  would  place  Saoos  in 
87"  5'  W.  But  it  it  only  in  68»  So'  W.  leaving  an  error  in  the  text  of 
1 9«  30'  or  an  hour  and  ei^teen  minutes  in  time.'— >Sf 

13  Now  called  Cap^  Engano.— £« 
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try  I  inaonrach,  that  levm  yeira  had  elapMd  from  his  leaving 
Soaiii  before  bit  negociations  were  iiniihed  with  King  Henry, 
who  agreed  to  the  propoeed  tennif  and  entered  Into  ortidee 
with  hun  for  the  employment  of  the  admiral.  He  then  «et 
out  on  his  return  to  Spain  in  search  of  hia  brother,  who  not 
having;  heard  of  him  for  so  long  a  time*  conclude  that  be 
had  died.  MThen  at  Pnriti  he  learnt  that  his  brother  had 
actually  made  the  discovery,  and  was  already  aj^nted  ad- 
miral of  the  Indie*.  CharleSi  the  headstrotigt  who  then  reign- 
ed in  France,  gave  him  100  crowns  to  assiHt  his  joumev  into 
lE^in )  but  his  brother  was  already  sailed  on  his  secona  voy- 
affe  before  his  arrival.  He  found,  however,  the  instructions 
tHiich  the  admiral  had  left  for  him,  and  went  in  consequence 
to  court  to  viut  his  n^hews,  who  were  pages  to  Prince  John. 
Their  Catholic  majesties  received  him  very  graciousty,  and 
gave  him  the  command  of  three  ships,  to  carry  out  a  supply 
of  provisions  to  the  new  colony,  where  he  nad  arrived  in 
April,  after  the  admiral  had  sailed  to  explore  Cuba.  Don 
Bartholomew  was  a  discreet  man,  as  skimil  in  sea  affairs  as 
his  brother,  and  had  many  commendable  qualities ;  he  was 
besides  very  brove  and  resolute,  but  of  a  blunt  manner,  and 
somewhat  harsh  in  his  temper,  by  which  he  incurred  the 
hatred  of  some  persons  of  the  colony.  As  the  admiral  hqped 
to  derive  much  assistance  from  Don  Bartholomew,  he  gave 
him  the  title  of  adelantadOf  or  lieutenant-governor  of  the  In- 
dies I  at  which  their  Catholic  majesties  were  offended,  con- 
sidering that  the  admiral  hod  exceeded  his  powers  in  giving 
this  appointment,  which  ought  only  to  have  come  from  them ; 
yet  they  confirmed  it  some  years  afterwards. 


Section  XIV. 

Summary  of  Occurrences  in  Hispaniolaf  to  the  return  qfCo- 
lumbus  into  Spain  from  his  second  Voyage. 

During  the  absence  of  Columbus  from  the  colony,  Don 
Peter  Margarite,  whom  he  had  left  with  the  command  of 
the  troops,  instead  of  employing  them  prudently  to  keep  the 
natives  in  awe,  as  he  had  been  directed  by  the  admiral,  quar- 
tered them  among  the  towns  in  the  Royal  Plain,  where  they 
lived  at  free  quarters,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  Indians,  one  of 
them  eating  more  in  a  day  thui  would  suffice  an  Indian  for  a 

month. 
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moDtfa.  They  besides  lived  in  a  most  disorderly  moaner,  devoid 
of  discipline,  andgave  infinite  offence  to  the  natives  by  their 
lioaitioiisnesB.  loe  council  to  which  the  admiral  haid  con- 
fided the  i^vemment  in  hu  absence,  reproved  Margarite  for 
allowing  his  tro<^8  to  live  in  this  disorderly  manner,  and  en- 
deavoured to  prevail  upon  him  to  march  about  the  island,  as 
he  had  been  oirected  by  the  admiral :  But  he  refused  to  sub- 
mit to  their  authority  i  and  being  afraid  of  being  punished 
for  his  misconduct,  he  and  Friar  Boyle,  and  some  other  ma^ 
contents  of  the  same  party,  took  the  advantage  of  the  ships 
which  brought  out  Don  Bartholomew  Columbus,  and  return- 
ed with  them  to  S^n.  On  purpose  to  justify  their  own 
misconduct,  and  the  desertion  of  their  duty,  these  men  repre- 
sented at  the  court  of  Spain  that  the  admiral  had  falsely  repre- 
sented the  state  of  tlie  West  Indies,  which  they  alleged  did 
not  produce  any  gold. 

After  the  departure  of  their  commander,  the  soldiers  threw 
off  all  remains  of  subordination,  and  dispersed  themselves  in 
small  parties  about  the  island,  to  the  groat  offence  and  o^ 
pression  of  th^  natives,  whom  they  plundered  at  their  plea^- 
sure.  While  in  this  state  of  dispersion,  Guatiguana^  the 
cacique  of  a  large  town  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  river,  killed 
ten  of  the  Christians  who  had  taken  up  their  quarters  in  his 
town,  and  sent  privately  to  set  fire  to  a  house  in  which  se- 
veral of  the  sick  soldiers  were  quartered.  Six  more  of  the 
Spaniards  were  put  to  death  by  the  Indians  in  other  pa|ts  of 
the  island;  and  the  Christians  became  universally  hated  for 
their  oppressive  conduct  to  the  natives.  Four  of  the  princi- 
pal caciques,  named  Guarionex,  Caunabof  BekechicOf  and 
HiguanamOf  with  all  their  allies  and  subjects,  who  were  pro- 
digiously numerous,  entered  into  a  confederacy  to  drive  the 
Spaniards  out  of  their  country.  Guacanagari  alone,  of  all 
the  native  chiefs,  who  was  cacique  of  the  district  named 
Marten^  refused  to  join  in  this  hostile  confederacy,  and  re- 
mained friendly  to  the  Spaniards,  about  an  hundred  of  whom 
he  hospitably  entertained  in  his  province,  supplying  their 
wants  as  well  as  he  was  able.  Some  days  after  the  return  of 
the  admiral  to  Isabella,  this  friendly  chief  waited  on  him, 
expressing  much  concern  for  his  indisposition,  and  the 
troubles  that  existed  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  natives, 
declaring  that  he  had  taken  no  part  in  the  disaffection  of  the 
other  caciques,  but  had  always  remained  steadfast  in  his  friend- 
ship for  tne  l^>aniards,  for  which  reason  all  the  other  chi^s 
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,were  incenied  against  him,  particularly  those  of  the  Royal 
Plain,  and  others  who  were  in  arms.  He  even  wept  on  cal- 
ling tu  mind  the  massacre  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Nativity, 
because  he  had  not  been  able  to  defimd  them  against  his 
countrymen  till  the  return  of  the  admiral }  and  on  learning 
that  the  adnural  meant  to  take  the  field  to  reduce  the  insur- 
gent caciques,  Guacanagari  offered  to  join  him  '  i*  all  liis 
subjects  who  were  able  to  carry  arms. 

As  Columbus  was  still  unable  to  take  the  field  in  person, 
he  sent  out  others  to  make  war  on  Guatiguanay  that  the  na- 
tives might  not  grow  too  bold  !.y  the  delay  of  puuishmeut  for 
having  put  the  Spaniards  to  death.  A  greut  number  of  the 
subjictH  of  ttiat  cacique  were  accortlinghr  slaiu,  and  many  more 
maae  prisoners,  who  were  sent  nto  Spa^n  ;  but  the  cac/'que 
made  his  escape.  Caunabo  was  at  that  period  the  ^ost  pow- 
erful of  all  the  native  caciques,  his  province  of  Mui'  i.  ina  being 
very  populous.  As  it  appeared  somewhat  diffic  it  to  reduce 
this  chief  by  force,  the  admiral  employe '  \lonzo  de  Ojedp  'o 
attempt  mnkinghim  a  prisoner  by  strut  ogeii. 

The  Indians  at  this  time  put  a  greater  value  on  brass  and 
other  metals  brought  irom  Spain  than  thev  did  on  gold,  be- 
lieving thnt  it  came  from  heaven  ;  and  when  the  bell  of  the 
church  of  Isabella  rang,  to  summon  the  Christians  to  prayers, 
they  thought  that  it  actually  spoke,  calling  it  turei/t  which  in 
their  language  signifies  heaven.     The  tame  of  this  bell  had 
spread  over  the  island,  and  Caunabo  had  olten  expressed  his 
desire  of  begging  it  from  the  admiral.     Ojeda  took  advantage 
of  this  fondness  of  the  Indians  for  polished  metals,  and  went 
on  horseback  into  the  country  of  Caunabo^  accompanied  only 
by  nine  mounted  Spaniards,  under  pretence  of  carrying  him 
a  valuable  present  froni   "ho  admiral.    On  his  arrival  in  the 
province  of  Maguana,   ^  f*\.<i  was  sixty  or  seventy  leagues 
from  Isabella,  tibe  natives  were  aniazed  to  sec  him  and  his 
attendants  on  horseback,  believing  the  man  and  horse  to  be 
one  animal.     Some  of  them,  by  desire  of  Ojeda,  informed 
Caunabo  that  certa'n  Christians  were  come  from  the  admiral, 
whom  they  named  Guamiquiniy  bringing  him  a  magnificent 
present  of  turey,  at  which  he  was  exceedingly  glad.    On  his 
introduction  to  the  cacique,  Ojeda  and  his  ntcn  shewed  him 
,  every  mark  of  profound  respect,  and  then  gave  him  a  sight 
of  the  intended  present,  which  consisted  of  fetters  and  hand- 
cufis  so  curiously  polished  as  to  resemble  silver.    Ojeda  told 
him  thajt  the  kings  of  Spain  wore  such  ornaments,  which 
%i-«em  -      -        .  came 
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came  from  heaven,  onil  always  appenred  in  them  at  areitos 
or  solemn  dances :  But  he  stated  thot  it  was  necessary,  before 
Caunabo  could  put  on  these  splendid  ornaments,  that  he  should 
CO  alcfig  with  the  Christians  and  purify  himself  by  bathing  in 
tne  liver  Yaqui^  about  half  a  league  irom  his  residence,  after 
trhich  he  should  put  on  the  turey  or  heavenly  omamentR,  and 
come  back  to  his  subjects  on  horseback  dressed  like  the  king 
of  Spain.    Caunabo  was  completely  imposed  unon  by  this 
ihdlow  artifice,  little  imaslning  that  ten  Spaniards  would  at' 
tempt  any  thing  against  him  in  his  own  country ;  he  accord> 
ingly  was  prevailed  on  to  accompany  Ojcda  and  his  men  to 
the  river,  attended  only  by  a  small  number  of  his  dependants. 
Having  washed   and  purified  himself,  as  desired,  and  being 
exceedingly  anxious  to  fit  on  the  ornaments,  he  allowed  him- 
self to  be  lifted  on  horseback  behind  Ojedn,  when  the  fetters 
and  handcu£&  were  put  on,  the  Indian  attendants  keeping 
at  some  distance  for  fear  of  the  horses,  of  which  they  were  in, 
great  dread.    Ojeda  rode  gently  about  with  him  for  a  shoi^t 
time,  as  if  shewing  the  cacique  in  his  solemn  new  ornaments 
to  his  servants ;  then  suddenly  galloped  off  accompanied  by  the 
Sjpaniards,  and  soon  carried  him  out  of  sight  of  the  astonished 
Indians.    The  Spanianis  now  drew  their  swords,  and  threat- 
ened to  put  the  cacique  to  death  if  he  attempted  to  escape. 
They  then  bound  him  fast  with  ropes  to  O^edn,  and  making 
the  best  of  their  way  to  Isabella,  delivered  him  a  prisoner  to 
the  admiral,  who  kept  him  for  some  time  in  his  house  always 
fettered.     When  the  admiral  happened  to  come  into  tne 
room  where  he  was  kept,  Caunabo  never  shewed  him  ^ny 
respect,  but  always  did  so  to  Ojeda ;  and  being  asked  his 
reason  for  this,  he  said  thr;  admiral  durst  not  go  as  Ojeda 
had  done,  to  seize  him  in  his  own  dominions.     Some  time 
afterwards,  the  admiral  se^r  Caunabo  and  other  Indians  into 
into  l^ain ;  but  the  ship  in  which  they  were  was  cast  away 
in  a  storm,  and  all  on  board  were  lost.    About  this  time, 
findinc  the  ships  which  had  accompanied  him  in  exploring 
the  islands,  and  those  others  whicn  remained  at  Isabella,  . 
so  much  injured  by  worms  as  to  be  unfit  for  service,  he  ftf- 
dered  that  two  new  caravels  should  be  built  with  all  q)eed, 
that  the  colony  might  not  be  without  shipping  i  and  these 
were  the  first  ships  that  were  constructed  in  the  New  World. 
The  return  of  Antonio  de  Torres  into  Spain  with  the 
twelve  ships  gave  much  pleasure  to  their  Catholic  majestic, 
who  signified  to  the  admiral  by  his  brother  Don  Bartholomew 
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their  oitire  satisfactien  with  His  eondQct»  givittj^  him  many 
thanks  for  aU  bis  toils  and  dangers  in  thtir  s<^vic^  txpra»> 
«ing  much  concern  for  the  affronto  «^hi^  had  been  oBered  tn 
his  person  and  authority,  and  promising  aHrays  to  suiwort 
him  in  the  exercise  of  his  government.  They  ordered  him 
to  send  home  Bemd  de  Pisa  in  the  next  ships,  and  to  ap* 

Eoint  sud)  person  as  he  and  Friar  Boyle  thought  pi^per,  in 
is  place  of  head  alguazil.  To  satisfy  the  admirtd,  and  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  new  colony,  they  ordered 
llodriqueE  de  Fmiscca  immediately  to  fit  ovX  four  ships  widi 
such  articles  as  the  admiral  desired  might  be  sent  to  him,  and 
a^x>inted  Antonio  de  Torres  to  return  with  these  to  the 
West  Indies.  He  brought  letters  from  their  majesties  to 
Columbus,  dated  at  Seg^ovia  the  16th  of  August}  in  which 
th^  thanked  him  for  his  exertions  in  tisar  service,  promising 
to  shew  him  all  manner  of  favour,  seeing  that  he  had  pei> 
formed  all  he  had  undertaken,  as  exactly  as  if  he  had  knowii 
the  land  which  he  went  to  discover.  They  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  his  letters,  giving  an  account  of  his  second  voyage  i 
yet  wished  him  to  be  more  particular  in  mentioning  how 
many  islands  he  had  discovered;  what  names  they  were 
known  by  to  the  natives,  and  what  new  names  he  had  givfn 
them  {  their  distances  from  each  other,  and  their  pruduo- 
tiont)  and  an  account  of  the  nature  of  the  seasons  durinc  the 
different  months.  Having  sent  him  all  those  things  whpdi  he 
desired  for  the  advancement  of  the  iBfimt  colony,  ihej  re^) 
quested  him  to  said  them  all  the  fokons  he  cwild  meet  witb^ ' 
and  other  kinds  of  birds.  Their  mt^ties  improved  of  all 
that  he  had  done  hitherto  in  regard  to  the  government  of  the 
cokmy,  directing  him  to  continue  in  the  same  manner,  ghrii^ 
every  encouragement  and  countimance  to  those  who  oon* 
ducted  themselves  properly,  and  discouraging  all  disorderly 
persons.  They  were  quite  satisfied  in  respect  to  the  town  he 
had  founded,  since  he  who  was  on  the  spot  was  n^ecessiMrtly 
the  best  judge,  and  they  would  have  taken  his  advice  if  d^y 
had  been  themselves  present.  They  gave  him  to  nnd^rsfnd 
that  the  controversy  with  Portugal  was  adjusted,  Sflfltdiag  him 
a  copy  of  the  articles  of  agreement;  and  as  the  setUement  «f 
the  gefl^n{ducal  line  of  partition  was  a  matter  of  mqch  un* 
portance  and  considerable  difiiculty,  their  majesties  wished 
the  admiral  might  be  inresent  along  with  the  commlssimifrs 
of  the  two  crowns  at  fixing  this  bwmdary ;  but,  ht  «ase  he 
conld  not  com.e  himsdf,  desired  him  to  send  hit  brother 
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Don  Bartholomew^  or  some  other  able  pergons,  furnished 
with  pn^r  instractioiM  and  draughts  for  the  purpose.  And 
ihey  requested  this  might  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  not 
to  disappoint  the  king  of  Portugal.  Finally,  in  order  to 
receive  frequent  intelligence  from  him,  they  thought  it 
advisable  that  a  caravel  snould  sail  every  month  from  Spain 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  another  return  from  thence  to 
S^in. 

The  imprisonment  of  Caundho  gave  great  alarm,  and  infl- 
nite  offence  to  his  three  brothers,  who  were  all  valiant  men, 
and  who  now  resolved  to  carry  on  war  with  all  the  energy  in 
in  their  power  against  the  Spaniards.  Learning  that  all  the 
country  was  in  arms  and  collecting  to  an  appointed  rendezvous, 
th<^  admiral,  instead  of  waiting  to  be  besieged  in  Isabella,  de- 
termined to  meet  the  Indians  in  the  field.  So  many  of  his 
men  were  sick  at  this  time,  that  he  could  only  muster 
200  foot  and  20  horse.  Yet  with  this  small  force,  he 
marched  from  Isabella  on  the  24th  of  March  1495,  accompa- 
nied by  his  brother  Don  Bartholomew,  the  adelantado  or  lieu- 
tenant-governor. Ouacanagari,  likewise,  the  constant  friend 
of  the  qpaniards^  'accompanied  him  with  all  his  forces;  and 
part  of  the  force  employed  by  Columbus  on  this  occasion, 
consisted  of  20  blood-houndi*,  which  made  great  havook  a- 
mong  the  naked  Indians.  Columbus  marched  to  the  Royal 
pkin^  where  they  found  the  Indian  army  drawn  up  under  the 
command  of  Manicatex^  appearing  to  amount  to  100,000  men. 
Don  Barthkimew  gave  thefirst  charge,  and  the  Spaniards  acted 
with  such  vigour,  assisted  Oy  their  dogs^  that  the  Indians  were 
soon  put  to  the  rout  with  prodigious  loss,  great  numbers  be- 
ing shun,  and  many  made  prisoners,  who  were  made  slaves  of, 
a  considerable  number  of  them  being  sent  to  l^ain  in  the 
four  ships  commanded  by  Antonio  de  Torres. 

Aftier  this  great  victory,  the  admiral  ranged  for  nine  or  ten 
months  about  the  island,  punishing  such  as  he  found,  most  ac- 
tive in  the  revolt.  For  some  time  he  met  with  considerable 
.qsposition  from  the  brothers  of  Caunabo ;  but  finding  them- 
selves unable  to  resist,  they  and  Guarionexy  being  the  most 
powerful  caciques  in  the  island,  submitted  at  length  to  the 
admiral.    On  the  complete  reduction  of  the  island,  Colum- 

f  bus  imposed  th«  following  tribute  upon  its  native  inhabitants. 

'  All  the  inhabitants  from  14  years  of  age  and  upwards  of  the 
R6yal  Plain,  the  province  of  Cibao,  and  of  other  districts  near 

'  the  ^ines,  were  ordered  to  pay  the  fill  of  a  small  liawks-bell 
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of  gold  dust  every  three  months.  Those  of  the  other  pro- 
vincei  were  rated  at  a  quarter  of  an  hundred  weight  of  cotton. 
The  cacique  Manicatexy  who  had  headed  the  great  insurrec- 
tion, was  condemned  to  pay  monthly  half  a  gourd,  or  cakbash 
fbll  of  gold,  which  was  worth  150  pieces  oTeight.  To  ascer- 
tain the  reguL^r  payment  of  this  tribute,  certain  medals  of 
brass  or  copper  were  coined,  every  time  the  tribute  teVi  due, 
and  every  tributary  Indian  received  one  of  these  to  wear  about 
his  neck,  that  it  might  be  known  who  had  paid.  Guarirmex, 
the  principal  cacique  of  the  Royal  Plain,  represented  to  the 
admiral  that  his  subjects  knew  not  how  to  gather  the  gold 
which  was  exacted  from  them,  and  offered  to  cultivate  com 
ibr  the  Spaniards  all  across  the  island,  from  the  tamn  of  Isa- 
bella to  where  St  Domingo  was  afterwards  Inrilt,  provided  he 
would  demand  no  gold  from  him.  The  di^nce  between 
these  two  places  is  55  leagues  ',  and  the  grain  produ(«  r/f  this 
vast  territory  would  have  sufliced  to  maintain  the  whole  p</pu« 
Irtion  of  Castile.  The  admiral  was  conscious  that  he  was  obi' 
noxious  to  the  ministers  of  their  Catholic  majesties,  being  an 
unprotected  stranger,  and  that  he  could  not  support  his  inter- 
est in  Spain,  except  by  the  tranunission  of  treasure,  which 
made  him  eager  to  procure  gold  from  the  natives :  But  the 
pressure  of  tliis  tribute  was  so  intolerable  upon  the  Indians, 
that  many  of  them  abandoned  their  habitations  and  roamed 
about  the  island,  to  avoid  the  tax  which  they  were  unable  to 
pay,  seeking  a  prectirious  subsistence  in  the  woods.  In  the 
^uel,  findmg  this  tribute  could  not  be  paid,  its  amount  was 
lessened  by  the  admiral. 

The  Indians  had  flattered  themselves  that  the  visit  of  the 
Spaniards  to  thdr  country  whs  only  temporary,  and  used 
often  to  ask  them  when  they  me «nt  to  return  home :  But 
finding  that  they  built  stone  houses,  that  they  were  much 
greater  eaters  than  themselves,  and  were  even  obliged  to  bring 
part  of  their  provisions  out  of  Spain,  many  of  the  towns  endea- 
voured to  contrive  to  starve  the  Spaniards,  so  that  they  should 
either  perish  for  want  of  food,  or  be  compelled  to  return  into 
Spain.  For  this  purpose  they  discontinued  the  cultivation  of 
provisions,  and  withdrew  into  the  woods  and  mountains, 
trusting  to  wild  roots  and  the  vast  numbers  of  an  animal 
like  a  rabbit,  called  utiasy  for  their  subsistence.     Although 


1  Herren  U  exceedingly  inaccurate  in  his  meamrei^  as  the  real  direct  di«< 
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by  this  Gontfivtmce  the  Spaniards  miffered  greatly  firom 
want,  and  b^  rangioff  aAer  the  IndianSf  wbre  often  forced 
to  feed  00  filthy  ana  unwhokwrnie  things  to  that  many  of 
them  died  i  yet  the  cahimi^  fell  heavily  on  the  Indians  thenv- 
^  'yeiv  who  wandered  about  with  their  fiuniliea  in  the  utmost 
dist^e^fi,  not  daring  to  hunt  or  fish,  or  to  seek  provisions,  and 
iku)^  in0  on  the  damp  grounds,  along  the  rivers,  or  among  the 
jOOttlitains.  Owing  to  these  hardships  and  the  want  of  proper 
food,  a  violent  distemper  broke  out  among  the  natives  which 
catried  ofiT  vast  multitudes ;  insomuch  that,  through  that  illness 
and  the  casualities  of  the  war,  a  third  part  of  the  population 
of  the  island  had  died  by  the  year  1496. 

Friar  Boyle  and  Bon  Peter  Margarite,  who  had  deserted 
tli0  islotul  without  leave,  as  before  rdated,  combined  tosether 
on  their  return  into  Spain  to  discredit  the  admiral  and  his  dis* 
coveries,  becaubo  they  had  not  found  gold  laid  up  in  chests,  or 
growing  on  trees,  ready  to  lav  hold  oil  They  also  grossly 
miarqpresented  the  conduct  of  mt  admiral  in  his  government 
of  the  colony ;  and  there  being  other  letters  sent  against  him 
in  the  four  ships  commanded  by  Antonio  de  Torres,  their 
Catholic  miyesties  began  to  listen  to  the  aspersions  of  the 
malcontents.  Owing  to  this,  about  the  same  time  that  Co- 
lumbus was  taking  the  field  against  the  insurgents  in  the  Royal 
Plain,  their  miyesties  sent  out  Juan  Aguado^  one  of  the  ps^^ 
of  their  bed  chamber,  with  authority  to  inquire  into  the  actual 
situation  of  affairs  in  Hispaniola.  They  sent  at  the  same 
time  four  ships  under  his  command,  carrying  provisions  and 
other  necessaries  for  the  assistance  of  the  colony.  The  cre- 
dentials with  which  he  was  furnished  were  in  the  following 
terms:  "Gentlemen,  yeomen,  and  others  residing  in  the 
Indies,  we  send  you  our  pajse  of  the  bed  chamber,  Juan  Agua- 
do,  who  will  discourse  with  you  in  our  name,  and  to  whom 
we  ooinmand  you  to  give  full  credit.  Given  at  Madrid  on 
the  9th  of  ApriL"  Aguado  arrived  at  Isabella  about  the 
month  of  October,  when  the  admiral  was  absent  in  the  pro- 
vince of  MaguanOf  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  brothers  of 
Cawtabo.  He  immediately  began  to  carry  himself  with  a 
high  hand,  intermeddling  in  the  government,  reproving  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  colony  who  had  been  appointed  liy  the 
admiral,  imprisoning  others,  and  paying  no  respect  to  Don 
Bartholomew  Columbus,  who  had  been  left  to  govern  the 
town  of  Isabella.  He  even  resolved  to  go  after  uie  admiral 
with  a  military  eseort  of  cavalry  and  inrontry,  who  gave  out 
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on  their  march  that  another  admiral  was  come,  who  #ouIci 
kill  the  old  one;  The  natives,  being  greatly  diagatiified  b^ 
the  war  ahd  the  tribute  of  gold,  were  much  pleased  with  this 
news  i  ahd  several  of  the  caciques  inet  tc^ether  privately  iii 
the  house  of  a  cacique  named  Manicaotexj  whose  te^rriiorieK 
were  near  the  riter  Yaquif  when  they  agreed  to  complain  s^ 
gainst  the  admiral,  and  to  demand  redress  of  their  snievanteS 
m>m  the  new  commander.  When  he  received  intentgehce  of 
Juan  Aguado  coming  in  Search  of  him,  the  admin  1  thought 
f>roper  to  return  to  me  town  of  Isabella ;  where  he  received 
the  letters  of  their  majesties  before  all  the  people,  with  thei 
sound  cf  trumpets,  and  all  the  demonstrations  Of  profound  te^^ 
^lect.  Aguadoj  however,  did  not  the  less  continue  to  shew 
his  indiscretion^  behaving  disrespectfully  to  the  admiralj  and 
interfering  ^th  many  things,  by  which  he  gave  a  bad  ex- 
ample to  others,  and  encouraged  them  to  despise  the  admirals 
auuiority }  who,  on  the  other  hand,  honoured  and  entertain^ 
ed  him  generously,  and  bore  his  contumelious  behaviour  #itfa 
grrat  modesty;  Among  other  things,  Aguado  pretended  that 
the  iidmiral  had  not  received  their  majesties  letters  with  be^ 
coming  respect;  and  about  four  months  afterwards  he  Sent 
for  the  notaries  to  hia  house,  requiring  them  to  make  ont  aflBr 
davits  to  that  effect  When  uey  (^ired  him  to  send  the 
Touchers  on  which  this  charge  was  grounded,  he  alleg^  that 
he  could  not  t^ust  them  in  their  hands;  At  length,  howeter^ 
affidavit  was  made  on  this  subject ;  but  it  was  entirely  fovoui^ 
able  to  the  character  of  the  admiral;  The  cono.uct  and  exr 
ample  of  Aguado  were  very  prejudicial  to  the  authority  of  the 
admiral,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Isabella  Were  at  the  same' 
iime  much  dissatisfied  with  their  condition;  They  were  most- 
ly  sick,  and  had  ho  other  provisions  beyond  their  allowances 
from  the  royal  stol'es;  Each  man  was  allowed  a  small  mear 
sure  of  Wheat,  which  he  had  to  grind  for  his  own  use  in  d 
hand-mill,  though  many  Used  it  roiled;  Besides  which  they 
iiad  rations  of  rusty  bacon,  or  rotten  cheese,  and  a  few  bean^ 
Or  peas,  without  any  wihe.  As  they  were  all  in  the  royal  pay^ 
the  admiral  compelled  them  to  Work  on  the  fort,  his  own  house,' 
-or  the  other  public  structures,  which  reduced  them  almost 
to  despair,  and  induced  them  to  complain  of  their  intolerable 
liardshms  to  Aguado.  Such  of  the  colonists  as  were  in 
liealth  nred  miten  better,  as  they  were  employed  in  going  a^ 
bout  the  island  keeping  the  natives  in  subjection.  Having  col^ 
lected  as  he  thought  a  sufficient  number  of  complaints  against 
vot;  II.  Y  the 
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thie  iijinirti,  Agu&dO  fireparect  to  retiu  n  \\iio  l^nin }  but  his 
'iuur  ships  were  wrecked  in  the  |;crt,  by  one  i>f  these  f^reat 
rtorms  which  the  Indians  ca!i  Hm:  wans^  bo  \mi  he  had  no 
v(!ssel  to  return  in  except  oha  of  the  two  cars  <>  s  V«longing 
to  the  admiral. 

Taking  liito  oonsid'^ration  ihe  disrespectful  hehavionr  of 
Airuado,  and  ^^eing  alsiJ  informed  of  all  that  Friar  Boyle  and 
Don  Fetmr  Mar:-arite  had  ttsported  to  hu  prejudice  at  court, 
where  he  had  3»o  other  support  bnt  his  own  vin 'e,  the  ad- 
miral resolved  to  app>'.«r  in  person  bebko  iheir  majesties, 
that  he  nii^t  c\iw  hintseK  of  the  many  Ciduioaics  which  had 
been  invented  by  hiit  eirsemi^s,  and  uiig'  .  'Acquaint  them  with 
(he  discoveries  he  had  itiade  t'cspecih'sg  Cnoa,  aiid  give  his  ad- 
vice re^^pectinff  tlie  line  of  partition  of  the  ocean  between  the 
etx>wns  of  Spam  and  Portugal.  Before  leaving  the  island,  he 
thought  fit  to  place  certain  forts  in  good  order,  which  he  had 
begun  to  erect  for  the  security  of  the  colony,  and  to  keep  the 
natives  under  subjection,  llesides  the  fort  of  St  Thomas,  al- 
ready mentioned,  for  prot^icting  the  mines  of  Cibao,  there 
were  the  fort  of  St  Mary  Magdalen,  called  likewise  the  lower 
Macorix,  situated  in  the  district  belonging  to  Guanoxonel,  one 
of  the  caciques  in  the  Royal  Plain,  three  or  four  leagues  from 
where  the  town  of  Santiago  now  stands,  the  command  of 
which  fort  was  confided  to  Lov/is  de  Arriaga.  Another  fort, 
named  Santa  Catalina^  or  St  Catherine,  was  placed  under  the 
command  of  Ferdinand  Navarro,  a  native  of  Logronno.  An- 
other fort  on  the  banks  of  the  Yaquif  towards  Ciboa,  was  named 
Etperanzot  or  the  Hope.  Another,  in  the  district  of  the  cacique 
'Oiariones,  in  the  iloval  Plain,  was  called  the  Conception, 
-lirhich  was  commanded  by  Juan  de  Ayala,  who  was  afterwards 
succeeded  by  Michael  balletiter.  Tne  caciques,  who  were 
much  burdened  by  the  gold  tax,  informed  the  admiral  that 
-there  were  good  gold  mines  to  the  southward,  and  advised 
him  to  send  a  party  of  Christians  to  explore  them.  Being 
much  interested  in  this  matter,  as  conducive  to  support  his  re- 
putation at  court,  for  which  this  served  very  opportunely  on 
his  tipproaching  return  to  Spain,  the  admiral  sent  a  party  un- 
der Francis  de  Oaray,  and  Michael  Diaz,  with  some  guides 
iurniKhed  by  the  Indians,  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  this 
report.  From  the  town  of  Isabella,  this  party  went  by  the 
forts  of  Magdalen  and  the  Conception,  quite  across  the  royal 
plain,  and  thence  through  a  pass  in  the  mountains,  two  leagues 
long,  after  which  they  came  in  view  of  u  plain  belonging 
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to  a  cacique  named  Bonao.  Having  travelled  several  leagues 
along  the  ridges  of  the  mountains  in  thin  district,  the^  came 
to  a  considerwle  river  called  Hajfra,  the  banks  of  which  are 
very  fertile.  In  this  place  they  were  informed  that  much 
gold  was  to  be  found  in  all  the  brooks  and  rivulets,  which 
they  found  to  be  the  case.  Likewise,  by  digging  in  several 
places,  gold  was  found  in  such  plenty,  ^Iiat  a  smgte  labourer 
was  able  to  get  to  the  value  of  tnree  pieces  of  eight  every  day. 
These  new  mines  are  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  mines 
of  St  Christopher,  from  a  fort  of  that  name  which  the  admi- 
ral left  orders  to  build  for  their  protection ;  but  they  were 
afteni'ards  called  the  old  mines.  About  this  time,  some  inhap 
bitants  of  Seville  were  soliciting  {permission  from  the  court 
of  Spain  to  fit  out  expeditions  for  new  discoveries. 


Section  XV.  ^^ 

Conclusion  of  the  Discoveries  of  Colutnbus, 

Having  been  very  particular  in  relating  the  incidents  of 
these  two  voyages  of  Columbus,  and  of  the  steps  previous  to 
their  commencement,  to  shew  by  what  means  the  discovery  of 
America  and  the  We«t  Indies  was  first  made,  I  »hall  onh; 
bri^y  touch  upon  the  remaining  particulars  of  the  actions  « 
that  great  man.  Having  left  all  things  in  Hiipaniola  in  the 
best  posture  he  was  able,  Columbus  returned  into  Spain,  Uth 
bouring  under  severe  illness  and  k>ad«tl  with  heavy  accusa- 
tions :  Bm  their  Oatholie  muestiea,  considering  his  great  f^er- 
vices  and  t^xtraordinary  suffering*,  cleared  him  in  si^  of  sJl 
his  eoeaiiestt  \>n(y  ivcommending  to  him  to  treat  the  Spa- 
niards um^  Kn  authority  with  kiminess.  A^r  receiv»i^ 
fivw  h«M  a  redtal  of  the  new  discoveries  which  he  had  made, 
and  0l'  th«  immense  wealth  to  be  procured  from  these  coun- 
tries they  »ent  him  back  honournbl}'  to  SeviUws  where  eiffht 
ships  w«i«  provided  for  his  thiwi  voyage.  Two  of  these  ne 
sent  oat  to  his  brother  IX>n  l^itholomcw,  wlio  had  then  be«« 
gun  to  build  the  city  ot  $^ii  Domingo,  the  capital  of  Hi»- 
paiiiola,  which  is  situated  on  the  soi^dicrn  coast  of  the  island 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ozama.  Witti  the  other  six  ships, 
Ci>himbus  set  sail  fi-om  San  Lucnr  de  Barrameda  on  the  1 9th 
Ma}'  H97.  In  this  vovage  he  held  a  southerly  course  till  he 
came  under  the  linei  where  he  met  with  luu|  uguUnued  calms, 
--  -'Y  -■--  '■----'  ..^■^.■,^~rr  ■: — ^-;;^'.  ^Qcompanitd 
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acoompwiedby  such yiolent heat  that  ;,he men  thought  they 
should  all  have  perished.  At  length  the  wind  sprung  up  and 
enabled  him  to  proceed  to  the  westwards;  and,  on  the  1st  of 
August,  he  discovered  the  island  of  La  Trinidad^  or  the  Tri- 
nity, near  that  part  of  the  contin*  »t  of  South  America,  now 
called  New  Andalusia  '.  He  then  continued  his  voyage  west- 
wards along  the  coast  of  the  continent,  trading  with  the  na- 
tives for  gold  and  nearls,  and  giving  names  to  noted  places. 
After  sp«Ddii|a  sonip  time  in  this  new  discovery,  he  sailed 
track  to  Triniaad,  discovering  tlie  island  of  Margarite  by  the 
WflJ'  T^''^^'Pi  "'*  presence  might  lie  necessary  in  the  colo- 
'  tty  of  illspaiildia,  lie  sUiuil  across  the  Caribbean  sea  from 
Trinidad,  and  arrived  at  the  new  city  of  ^ii  liumlngo. 

Several  private  adventurers  fitted  out  ships  from  £^ainf 
upon  voyages  of  discovery  to  the  new  world,  after  this  third 
voyage  of  Columbus.  In  particular,  Alonso  de  Cjeda  went 
out  in  1499,  being  accompanied  by  Americm  VespucitUt  who 

Kve  his  own  name  to  the  new  world,  which  has  ever  since 
en  called  America.  On  his  arrival  in  Hispaniola,  Colum- 
bus found  all  the  Indians  in  arms  against  the  Spaniards,  who 
Save  them  several  defeats  under  the  command  of  Pon  Bar- 
lolomew  Columbus.  In  this  war.  Dun  Uarllioluinew  tnn\i 
fteen  of  the  caciques  prisoners,  among  whom  was  QuarioneXf 
who  acted  as  general  of  th»ii  Hiui|f  <  Hut  he  pet  them  all  at 
liberty,  on  thdr  engagement  to  become  subject  to  their  majes- 
ties. After  this  several  of  the  Spaniards  mutinied  against  the 
authority  of  Columbus  and  his  brother  the  lieutenant,  and  se- 
parated themselves  from  the  rest  of  the  colony,  which  proved 
more  pernicious  than  all  that  the  natives  were  able  to  do. 
The  discontented  party  transmitted  complaints  to  the  court  of 
Spain  against  the  admiral  and  his  brother  ;  on  which  Francis 
de  BovadiUa,  a  knight  of  the  order  of  Calatrava,  was  sent 
out  with  authority  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  troubles  in 
the  infant  colony.  BovadiUa  carried  matters  with  a  high 
hand,  and  on  very  slight  pretences  sent  Columbus  and  his 
brother  in  irons  to  Spain,  in  separate  vessels.  Immediately 
on  their  arrival  in  Spain,  their  majesties  ordered  them  to  faie 
set  at  liberty,  and  to  repair  to  court,  which  was  then  at 
>  Granada :    And,  although  they  cleared  themselves  of  all  that 
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1  Trinidad,  which  is  now  subject  to  Britain,  is  on  the  coast  of  Cunana, 
or  the  Spanish  main,  on  the  north-eastern  shoulder  of  Sputh  America,  be- 
tween iM.  iu»  and  100  50'  N.  Long.  6\*  and  nearly  68*  W.— £. 
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had  been  liiid  to  their  diarge,  they  were  deprived  of  the  govern!* 
ment  of  the  West  Indies,  and  put  off  with  f«ir  promises,  Bo> 
vadilla  was  afterwards  lort  at  sea,  <m  his  return  to  I^Mun, 

On  the  9th  of  May  i£02,  Cdumbus  sailed  again  fnm 
Spain  with  170  men.  He  arrived  before  Smi  Domingo  on- 
the  29th  of  June,  but  the  new  pernor  Mididas  de  Qvaodo 
would  not  permit  him  to  come  mto  the  harbour,  for  which 
reason  he  was  constrained  to  saij  to  the  westwards.  After 
struggling  with  adverse  currents  and  long  calms  fw  some  time, 
he  had  to  contend  against  an  almost  continued  storm  of  sixty 
days,  and  then  discovered  the  island  ofGmtMa,  to  the  north-; 
ward  of  Cape  Honduras,  in  Lat  19"  N.  He  sent  his  bro- 
ther on  shore  at  thjs  place,  where  he  met  with  a  canoe  eig^t 
feet  wide  and  as  long  as  a  Spanish  gallqr.  This  canoe  waa 
£MVsred  with  mats,  and  had  men,  women,  and  children  on 
board,  who  had  abundance  of  commodities  for  barter ;  such 
us  loiiff  webs  of  cotton  of  several  colours  j  short  cotton  shirts 
or  ieniins  without  sleeves,  curiously  wrought ;  nnall  cotton 
cloths  used  by  the  natives  to  conceal  their  nakedness  j  wood- 
en swords  edged  with  flints  j  copper  hatchets,  and  horse>belIs 
of  the  same  metal }  likewise  plates  of  copper,  and  crucibles, 
or  meltinff  pots ;  cocoa  nuts }  bread  made  of  maiiBe  or  Indian 
corn,  anaa  species  of  drink  made  from  Uiesame.  Cohimbus 
exchanged  some  commodities  with  these  Indians ;  and  in- 
quirinff  at  them  where  gold  was  to  be  found,  they  pointed 
towards  the  east,  on  which  he  altered  his  course  in  that 
direction.  The  first  land  he  came  to  was  Cape  Casinas 
in  the  province  of  Honduras,  where  his  brother  landed  and 
took  formal  possession.  The  natives  of  this  coast  wore 
short  cotton  jackets  without  sleeves,  and  dobts  before  them. 
They  behaved  very  peaceably  to  the  Spaniards,  whom  they 
supplied  with  plenty  of  provisions.  Sailing  several  days  to 
the  eastwards  from  thence  with  contrary  winds,  he  arrived  at 
a  great  cape  or  head-land,  whence  the  coast  tresded  to  |li« 
southwards,  and  called  this  place  CeUto  de  Garcias  a  Dios,'ov 
Cape  thanks  to  God,  because  the  east  winds  which  had  hither- 
to obstructed  his  vovage  would  now  serve  for  navigating  that 
part  of  the  coast.  He  accordingly  explored  that  coast,  touoh«> 
ing  at  Porto  Belh,  Nombre  de  Dios,  Belen  and  FeraguOf 
trading  with  the  Indians.  At  Veragtta  he  was  informed  of  gold 
mines  at  no  great  distance,  and  sent  his  brother  up  the  coun- 
try in  search  of  them.  On  his  return,  Don  Bartholomew 
brought  down  a  considerable  quanti^  of  gold,  "which  he  had 
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procured  from  the  natives  for  toyt  of.  little  ▼alue.  Bring  en- 
coUi  «ged  by  the  prospect  of  gold,  he  nropoaed  to  have  left  his 
brother  in  this  place  with  80  Spaniaros  to  settle  a  colony,  and 
eren  began  to  build  houses  for  that  purpose ;  but,  being  op- 
pbsed  by  the  Indians,  and  his  own  men  becoming  mutinousy 
ne  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  intention. 

From  Veragua  he  stood  over  towards  Hispaniola ;  but  his 
caravds  were  so  much  worm-eaten  and  shattered  bv  storms 
that  he  could  not  reach  that  island,  and  was  forced  to  run 
them  on  shore  in  a  creek  on  the  coast  of  Jamaica,  where  he 
shored  them  upright  with  spars,  and  built  huts  on  their  decks 
for  his  men,  all  below  beinc  full  of  water.  He  remained  in 
this  place  almost  a  year,  sufiering  many  hardships.  At  length 
he  found  means  to  send  a  canoe  over  to  Hispnniola  with 
intelKgerioe  of  his  forlorn  condition,  and  procured  a  vessel  to 
transport  him  and  his  men  to  that  island,  whence  he  went  to 
Spain,  ^riiiswashis  lastvoyaffe;  after  which  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  hiit  Hfe  at  Valadolid,  where  he  died  on  the  8th  of 
May  1506,  aged  64  years.  His  body  was  carried  to  Seville, 
as  he  had  ordered  in  his  will,  and  was  there  honourably 
interred  in  the  bhurch  of  the  Carthusians,  called  Delas  CuevaSf 
with  a  Latin  epiti^h  commemorating  his  great  actions. 
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THB  VOTAOES  OF  AMERICUS  VE8PUCIUS  TO  THB  NEW  WORLD  '. 
*•'  INTRODUCTION. 

THE  relation  which  Is  here  oifered  to  the  public,  we  be- 
lieve for  the  first  time  in  the  English  lanouage,  is  only 
an  abridged  account  of  four  voyages  mode  by  Aniericus  Ves- 
pucius  to  the  New  World,  as  written  by  himself,  in  which  he 
expresses  his  intention  of  publishing  a  more  extensive  work, 
•Therein  all  the  events  of  these  four  voyages  were  to  be  related 
at  large  The  inibrmation  he  has  conveyed  in  the  present 
article  is  oy  no  means  satisfactory }  yet  it  constitutes  an  origi- 
nal 
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nal  document  rapecting  ihe  cArly  disoovcric*  of  Um  MMttiicm 
continent  of  tke  New  World,  and  is  therefore  eMentiri  to 
the  principles  and  arrangement  of  our  work.  Ample  oppor- 
tunities will  occur  in  the  sequel,  for  insertinff  more  extended 
accounts  of  the  countries  which  were  visited  loy  this  early  nar 
vigator,  whose  singular  good  fortune  has  raised  him  i|n  eter- 
niu  monument  infinitely  oeyond  his  merit,  by  the  adoption  of 
his  otherwise  obscure  name  for  designating  the  grand  disco- 
Tery  of  the  immortal  Columbus. 

Various  early  editions  of  the  voyages  of  this  navigator  are 
mentioned  in  the  Bibliothegue  Universelle  de$  Voyage$*,  a  re- 
cent work  of  much  research,  published  at  Paris  in  1808.  In 
the  tities  of  these  he  is  named  America  t^e^iucio,axtdAlberico 
Vespueio.  In  the  Novus  Orbis  of  Simon  Gryrunu,  from 
which  our  present  article  is  translated,  he  is  called  Amerkua 
VespuHus,  In  another  portion  of  that  work,  containing  some 
very  slight  notices  of  these  four  voyages,  his  name  is  altered 
to  Albertcus '.  A  modem  author,  we  know  not  on  what  au- 
thority, names  him  Amerigo  Vespucci  ^,  In  all  these  publi- 
cations, the  authors  or  editors  have  used  their  endeavours  to 
deprive  the  illustrious  Cfdumbus  of  the  well  earned  glory  of 
bemg  the  discoverer  of  the  New  World,  and  to  trapsfier  that 
honour  most  undeservedly  to  Americus,  whose  name  has  long 
been  indelibly  afiixed  to  this  new  grand  division  of  our  globe. 
Americus  himself  pretended  to  have  made  the  first  discovery 
of  the  continent  of  the  New  World,  alleging  that  his  great  pre- 
cursor Columbus  was  only  the  discoverer  of  the  large  West  In- 
dia islands.  It  has  bem  already  mentioned,  in  the  introduction 
to  the  voyages  of  Columbus,  that  in  his  first  voyage  Americus 
sailed  under  the  command  of  a  Spanish  officer  named  ()jeda 
or  Hojcda,  who  had  accompanied  Columbus  in  his  second 
voyage  t  But,  though  it  sufficiently  a{^ears  from  his  own 
writings  that  Americus  did  not  command  in  chief  in  any  of 
his  tour  voyage?,  he  anxiously  conoeaia  the  names  of  the  com- 
manders under  whom  he  sailed.  Thi^  t  ctuul  accomplish- 
ment of  any  of  these  voyages  by  Anii  ricus  has  even  been 
doubted  ^.  At  all  events,  there  are  strong  reasons  for  believ- 
ing that  all  their  dates  have  been  industriously  fidsified,  on 
pur|)ose  to  ground  a  pretension  for  having  discovered  the 
continent  or  main-land  of  Paria,   prior  to  the  third  voyage 
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of  polumbiM,  in  1498,  when  that  conntjry  a|^  die  ishokb  of 
^Unidada  and  Margarita  certainly  were  diioovered  by  Cor 
lumbus.  The  «une  ai|thor  here  quoted  as  doubting  the  re»f 
titjT  pS.^  navigations  of  ^mericus  to  the  Near  World,  givcf 
^filUwfina  account  of  his  pretensions  as  a  disoo^refcr. 
**  ^^ericns  veq3ucius»  by  the  intereiit  of  ^sh<m /biweni,  th« 
enemy  of  Cohimbus,  was  made  chief  pilot  of  Spaii),  and  tq 
him  lul  tl^  jourpak  oi  discoyery  were  comniunicated,  firon^ 
wl^ch  he  constructed  elegant  nu^  ^elfnng  out  by  hii  fimqr 
^ha^eyec  wai>  deficient  in  his  materials,  spas  to  eadiibit  things 
in  grjBpefiil  pn^fxirtipns,  and  the  pnly  thing  wanting  to  hi« 
cofnif^aphic  delineation  was  a  strict  re|;ard  to  truth.  But 
they  answered  well  his  purpose  j  as,  besides  securing  him  a 
flood  place  and  competent  salary,  th^  epabled  him  to  inqpose 
His  own  name  on  the  new  world,  before  he  had  disoeyered 
one  fpot  of  its  Coasts  '."  These  are  heavy  c^ges  j  but,  as 
^ajtris  quotes  no  authorities,  it  is  utterly  imposstble  to  deter- 
mine oil  their  justice  at  this  distance  of  time.  In  another 
part  of  his  iirork,  Harris  acknowledges  the  reali^  pf  the  ftrst 
voyage  of  Americus,  under  the  command  pf  Aloiisp  Hcgeda, 
and  assigiii  UierStHh  May  1499  as  its  commencement  ^.  Ame- 
pcu«  was  probably  only  pilot  of  the  cUfferent  navi|;atioiis  he 
rdateSf  It  will  hie  seeii  in  the  Jirst  sectimi  pf  this  chiqiter, 
that  Americus  dates  his  firui.  voyage  two  years  earlier ;  obvi- 
ously to  warrant  his  pretended  diifscoyery  of  the  coast  of  Paria, 
which  Cfllumbn«  had  actually  discovered  in  Jufy  pr  August 
^498. 

It  has  been  alleged,  but  we  have  forgot  the  apthprity  for 
this  futsertion,  that  the  tepo  first  voyages  of  Veqiuoius,  fus 

S'ven  in  this  article,  were  in  reality  one  and  the  same ;  but 
ns  divided  by  himself,  for  ^ving  the  better  cplour  to  hia  a»- 
siimi^  a  fajse  date  to  groupd  his  pretended  priority  c^  diiP^ 
covering  the  continent  of  Paria.  .:u^^' 

6opn  after  the  departure  pf  this  eniedition  under  |Iojeda. 
Peter  Alonip  Nino  and  Christi^her  Guerro  of  SevDle  omain- 
ed  a  license  firofn  the  court  of  Spain  to  9ail  upon  discovery 
to  the  New  World,  pn  condition  uiat  they  were  npt  to  anchor 
or  land  within  fifty  leagues  pf  any  place  that  had  been  disco- 
yored  1^  Columbus.  Nino  had  saijed  ui  the  third  yoyage 
along  wiUi  Coiumbusi^  when  Trinidada,  Paria,  apd  Ijlarglurita 
were  discovered,  and  the  sole  object  of  the^  interlopers  ap- 
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nmn  to  hwra  Utp  the  tcgiyHatjon  of  peayfa,  yfaich  wwe  feuad 
by  Columbips  in  ooniideriAile  muiiDen  en  this  oomU  Ao- 
)Dordin^»  Ihey  do  not  *pPf**  to  lunre  extcfided  t^dr  i»- 
PMrdhct  bwond  the  ooift  which  Columbas  hud  aheady.  diioo- 
voped  i  and  ip  what  is  caOod  th«  Bay  of  Paarli,  which  is 
finrmad  betwem  the  Island  of  Blargarita  aiKl  the  main,  they 
procured  great  numbers  of  diat  precious  conunodiQr  ^com  the 
natiTes,  in  barter  fof  hawks-bells,  and  Tarious  baubles  made 
of  tin.  From  thence  they  proceeded  westwards  to  G>ro  and 
Veneaaiey,  where  tbtey  au^;roented  thei;r  stpre  of  pearls.  This 
last  place,  the  name  of  which  signifies  Little  Venice,  appears 
to  have  been  the  to^n  built  in  the  water,  which  in  mentioned 
in  the  first  yoyue  of  Americus.  Farther  on,  at  a  place 
which  they  named  Curiana,  they  procured  some  add,  Dotb 
wrought  and  in  its  native  state,  with  monkeys  and  b^utifut 
parrots.  Jn  the  course  of  this  voyage,  they  are  said  tp  have 
procured  150  marks,  or  1200  ounces  of  p^rls,  all  very  beau> 
tifiil,  and  of  a  fine  water,  some  as  larsre  as  hazel-nuts,  but  ill 
b«Nred,  owing  to  the  impertect  tools  of  the  natives.  Besides 
pearls  and  gpki,  they  tpok  on  board  a  considerable  quantiQr 
joC  Brazil  ^pod,  though  contrary  tp  ihejr  instructipns.  They 
returned  eastwards  afong  the  coast  of  Paria  or  Cumana  to  the 
gulf  of  Paria#  iirhence  they  took  their  departure  for  I^Min, 
and  arriyed  in  Oalicia  on  t)ie  6th  February  1500  j  where 
they  were  accused  by  their  own  crew  of  concealing  th^  pearis, 
on  purpose  to  deprive  the  crown  of  the  establidied  4uty»  be- 
ing a  m^i  of  all  importations  ^4 

Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon,  who  had  accompanied  Columbus 
during  his  first  and  secopd  voyages,  sailed  on  a  voyage  <rf'  dis- 
covery about  the  dope  of  the  year  H99,  with  four  stout  ves- 
sds  fitted  out  at  his  own  expence.  In  this  voyage  Pinzon 
^ypcars  to  have  sailed  along  the  east  coast  of  South  America, 
and  to  have  discovered  Ci^  St  Augustine  in  Brazil,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Consolation.  On  his  re> 
turn  to  the  nprthwwrds,  he  likewise  appears  to  have  discovered 
the  great  Maruionj  or  river  of  the  Ajuazons,  and  the  mouth 
of  me  Oronoko  {  which  latter  he  named  Bio  Dul^e,  or  Fresh . 
River,  because  he  took  up  fresh  wmer  twenty  leagues  out  a| 
sea.  He  thence  proceeded  to  the  coast  of  Pariii,  where  he 
took  in  a  cargo  of  Brazil  wood,  and  stood  over  to  the  islands 
ireef)  that  ooauit  aod  Hiqpapiola,  lamg  twp  of  bis  ships  ia 
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s  ^freat  storm.  With  the  two  which  remained  he  went  to 
Hupaniola  to  refit,  and  returned  thence  into  Spain  about  the 
end  of  September  1500  '. 

In  the  unmediately  subsequent  chapter  a  summary  will  be 
found  of  the  discoveries  and  settlements  of  the  Spaniards  in 
the  West  Indies,  from  the  death  of  die  great  Columbus  to  the 
commencement  of  the  expedition  under  Cortes,  by  which  the 
rich  and  pcpuIouK  empire  of  Mexico  was  added  to  the  £^)anish 
dominions  m  the  New  World.  TLe  present  chtipter  consists 
of  voya^g^  to  the  New  World  which  wore  cunten^rary  with 
those  ot  the  immortal  Columbusj  and  all  surreptitiously  in- 
tended to  abridge  the  vast 'privileges  which  he  had  stipulated 
for  and  obtained  the  grant  of  for  bis  inestimable  services; 
but  which  the  court  ot  Spain  was  anxious  to  procure  pretexts 
fixr  abro      'ng  or  circumscribing.  -.        »n^ 

O*'  *  »  other  early  voyages  of  discoveiy  to  America,  very 
imper.ect  notices  nc«v  remain.  Englantf  lays  claim  to  have 
been  the  next  nation  in  succession^  after  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguese,  to  e:rrplore  the  New  World  ;  yet,  like  Spain,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  an  Italian.  We  have  already  seen  diat 
Cdumbus,  when  disappointed  in  his  first  views  ot  pairotme 
from  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  while  he  went  himself  to  oner 
his  services  to  the  court  of  Spain,  dispatched  his  brother 
Bsrtholonlew  into  England,  to  lay  his  proposals  ibr  diiscovery 
before  Henry  VII.  and  the  circumstances  have  been  already 
detailed  by  which  this  scheme  was  disappointed,  though  Hen- 
ry is  said  to  have  agreed  to  the  proposals  of  Columbus  /our 
years  before  that  archnavigator  began  his  career  in  the  scr- 
Tice  of  the  crown  of  Castile.  After  the  king  of  England 
had  thus,  as  it  were  by  accident,  missed  reaping  the  ad- 
Tsntitte  and  glory  of  patronising  the  first  discovery  of  the 
New  World,  he  is  saia  to  have  encouraged  other  seamen  of 
reputation  to  exert  their  talents  in  his  service,  by  prosecuting 
the  faint  l^ht  which  had  transpired  respecting  the  grand  dis- 
covery of  Columbus.  Oiovani  Oabota,  or  John  Cwot,  a  ci- 
tizen of  Venice,  who  had  been  long  settled  in  Bristol,  was 
among  those  who  offered  their  services  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land on  this  occasion,  and  his  services  appear  certainly  to 
have  been  employed.  By  patent,  dated  5th  of  March  1495 
at  Westminster,  John  Cabot  and  his  three  sons,  Lewis,  Se- 
bastian, and  Sancio,  their  heirs  and  deputies,  were  authorised, 
,» .  ■'  with 
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with  five  ships  of  any  bitrthen  they  thoudit  fit)  and  as  many 
mariners  as  they  pleased,  to  sail  under  the  flag  of  England  to 
all  countries  of  the  East,  West,  and  North,  at  their  own  cost 
and  charges,  to  seek  out  and  discover  whatever  isles,  coun- 
tries, reeions,  or  provinces  of  the  heathens  and  unbelieven 
were  hitherto  unknown  to  all  Christiuis ;  with  power  to  sub^ 
due,  occupy,  and  possess  all  such  towns,  cities,  catties,  and 
isles  as  they  were  able,  leavins  the  sovereimt^  to  the  crown 
of  England,  and  bound  to  bring  back  to  Bristol  all  fruits, 
profits,  eains,  and  commodities  procured  in  their  voyages, 
paying  the  fiflh  part  of  the  profit  to  the  king,  all  necessary 
costs  and  charges  first  deducted  fivm  the  proceeds.  And 
forbidding  all  the  mibjects  of  Ensiand  from  frequenting  or 
visiting  their  discoveries,  unless  by  license  from  the  Cabots, 
their  heirs  or  dq>uties,  under  forfeiture  of  their  ships  and 
goods'*.  J 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  of  this  patent,  and  of  afar^K 
ther  licence  dated  13th  February  1497,  allowing  John  Cabot 
to  sail  from  any  of  the  ports  of  England  with  six  ihips  of  200 
tons  burthen  or  under,  John  Cabot  and  his  son  Sebastian 
sailed  from  Bristol,  and  discovered  a  land  which  had  nevetr 
been  befb.^e  seen,  on  the  24th  June  1497,  about  five  in  the 
morning,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Prima  Vista,  be- 
cause that  part  was  first  seen  fi'om  sea.  The  island  seen  <^ 
posite,  they  named  the  Island  of  3t  John,  because  discovered 
on  the  day  of  St  John  the  Baptist  The  inhabitants  of  this 
island  wore  the  skins  of  beasts,  which  thev  held  in  as  much 
estimation  as  we  do  our  finest  pan  lents.  In  their  wars  they 
used  bows,  arrov/s,  spears,  darts,  wooden  clubs  and  slings. 
Ihe  land  is  barren  and  unfruitful,  but  has  ^hite  bears,  and 
stacs  of  unusual  size.  It  abounds  in  fish  of  great  size,  as  sea- 
wolves,  or  seals,  salmon,  and  soles  above  a  yard  long ;  but 
chiefly  in  immense  quantities  cf  that  kind  which  is  vulgarly 
called  bacalaos.  The  hawks  of  this  island  are  as  black  as 
crows,  and  the  eagles  and  partridges  are  likewise  black  ".'* 

The  fore^ing  account  is  given  by  Hakluyt  on  the  autho- 
rity of  a  map,  engraved  by  Clement  Adams  aflvr  *he  design 
of  Sebastian  Cabot,  which  map  was  then  to  be  seen  in  the 
private  gallery  of  Queen  Elizabeth  at  Westminster,  and  in 
the  houses  of  many  of  the  merchants  of  London.  From  Ra- 
nmsio,  however,  Hakluyt  gives  rather  a  different  account  of 
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tUi  matter,  By  this  acoount,  it  would  fqppdar  that  the  fe- 
ather J(^  Cabot  had  died  previous  to  the  voyage,  and  that 
Sebastian  went  fu  ccminiander  of  two  vessels  furnished  by 
King  Heniy.  He  sailed  to  the  north-west,  not  expecting  to 
find  any  other  land  than  CaUiay,  or  northern  China,  and 
fipom  thence  to  proceed  for  India.  But  falling  in  with  land» 
he  aaikd  northwards  alcHig  the  poast,  to  see  if  he  could  find 
any  gulif  that  permitted  hini  to  proceed  westwards  in  his  in- 
truded voyage  to  India,  and  still  found  firm  land  to  lat  56* 
N*  Findmg  Uie  coast  here  iumine  to  the  east,  he  despaired 
of  finding  a  passage  in  that  direction :  he  sailed  again  down 
the  coast  to  the  southwards,  still  looking  everywhere  for  an 
inlfet  that  would  admit  a  passage  by  sea  to  India,  and  came  to 
th^t  part  of  the  continent  now  called  Florida ;  where,  his 
victuals  failing,  he  took  his  departure  for  England  '*•  In  the 
preface  to  the  third  volume  of^  his  navigations,  Ramusio,  as 
quoted  by  Hakluyt,  says  that  Sebastian  Cabot  sailed  as  far 
north  in  this  voyage  as  67"  SO',  where  on  the  1 1th  June  the 
sea  was  still  quite  open,  and  he  was  in  full  hope  of  getting  in 
that  way  tp  Cathay,  but  a  mutiny  of  his  people  forced  him  to 
return  to  England  *K  Peter  Martyr  of  Angleria,  as  likewise 
quoted  by  Hakluyt,. says  that  Sebastian  was  forced  to  return 
to  the  southwards  by  the  immense  quantities  of  ice  which  he 
encountered  in  the  northern  part  of  his  voyage  '^. 

Sebastian  Cabot,  on  his  return  to  England,  found  matters 
in  a  state  which  did  not  promise  him  any  farther  advantages 
i^  a  mariner,  on  which  he  wei^t  into  Spain,  where  he  wag 
employed  by  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  in  whose  service  he  ex- 
plored the  eastern  coast  of  South  America,  and  discovered 
the  JSio  Plattft  up  which  he  sailed  abcve  360  miles,  finding 
it  to  flow  through  a  fine  country,  everywhere  inhabited  by 

great  numbers  of  people,  who  flocked  from  all  parts  to  admire 
is  ship.  Afler  making  many  other  voyages,  which  are  not 
specified^  he  settled  iit  Seville,  where  he  employed  iiimself  in 
making  sea  charts,  and  had  the  appointment  of  pilot-major, 
all  pilots  for  the  West  Indian  Seas  having  to  pass  his  exami- 
nation, and  to  have  his  license  ".  He  thought  fit,  however, 
to  return  into  England,  and  was  employed  by  Henry  VIII. 
In  the  service  of  that  sovereign  he  made  a  voyage  to  the 
cpastof  Braail  in  1516,  under  the  superior  cc»nroand  of  Sir 
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Thomas  Pert,  vice-admiral  of  England,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing iooperfect  account  is  preserved  by  Haklyut. 

**  That  learned  end  industrious  writer  Richard  Eden,  in 
an  epistle  to  the  Do.ke  of  Northumberland,  prefixed  to  a 
work  which  he  translated  from  Munster  in  1553,  called  A 
treatise  of  Uie  New  Indian  makes  mention  of  a  voyage  of  dit- 
covery  made  from  England  by  Sir  Thomas  Pert  and  Sebas- 
tian Cabota,  about  the  eighth  year  of  Henry  VIII.  The 
want  of  courage  in  Sir  Thomas  Pert  occasioned  this  ei^edi- 
tion  to  fail  of  its  intended  effect ;  otherwise  it  might  have 
happened  that  the  rich  treasury  called  PerulariOi  now  in  Se- 
ville, in  which  the  infinite  riches  which  come  from  the  new- 
found country  of  Peru,  would  long  since  have  been  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  to  the  great  honour  of  the  king,  and  the 
vast  increase  of  the  wealth  of  this  reahn.  Gonsalvo  de  Ovie- 
do,  a  famous  Spanish  writer,  alludes  to  this  voyage,  in  his 
General  and  Natural  History  of  the  West  Indies,  as  thus 
quoted  by  Ramusio.  In  the  year  1517,  an  English  corsair, 
under  pretence  of  a  voyage  of  discovery,  came  with  a  great 
ship  to  the  coast  of  Brazil^  whence  he  crossed  over  to  the 
island  of  Hispaniola,  and  arrived  near  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
l)our  of  St  Domingo,  where  he  sent  his  boat  to  demand  leave 
of  entry  for  the  purpose  of  trafilc.  But  Francis  de  Tm)ia9 
the  governor  of  the  castle,  caused  some  ordnance  to  be  med 
from  the  castle  at  the  ship,  which  was  bearing  in  for  the  port; 
on  which  the  ship  put  about,  and  the  people  m  the  boat  went 
again  on  board.  They  then  sailed  to  the  island  of  St  John, 
or  Porto  Rico,  where  they  "- '  rt  into  the  harbour  of  St  Ger- 
maine,  where  they  required  i:.-^  ^visions  and  other  necessaries 
for  their  ship,  and  complained  against  die  inhabitants  of  St 
Domingo,  saying  that  thev  came  not  to  do  any  harm,  but  to 
trade  for  what  they  wanted,  paying  in  money  or  mcrchanduEe/ 
In  this  place  they  p,  •<  ured  provisions,  and  paid  in  certain 
vesseb  of  wrought  tin  and  other  thuigs.  Ihey  afterwards  de^ 
parted  towards  Euro{)e,  where  it  was  thought  they  never  ar- 
rived, as  we  never  lieord  any  more  news  of  them '  ." 

From  the  above  hint  respecting  the  riches  of  Peru  findinj^ 
their  way  to  the  Tower  of  Lkmiooo,  and  as  combined  with 
the  former  voyage  of  Cabot  to  the  north-west  in  search  of  a 
passage  to  India,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  object  of  the  pre- 
sent Voyage  was  to  discover  a  passage  to  India  by  the  soutli- 
westf  or  by  what  is  now  called  Cape  Horn.    The  passage  ttf 
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India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hq9e»  had  been  granted  exdn- 
aively  by  the  Pqpe  to  the  Portuguese!  and  Henry  VIII.  then 
«  good  catholic,  wished  to  evade  this  exclusive  privilc^  by 
eiKleafouring  to  disrover  a  new  route.  It  was  well  observed 
by  om  of  the  kings  of  France,  in  reference  to  the  Fope  hav- 
ing granted  all  the  East  to  the  Portuguese,  and  all  the  West 
to  the  %Muiiards,  **  1  wish  my  brothers  of  Spain  and  Portu. 
gal  would  shew  me  the  testament  of  our  father  Adam,  by 
which  they  daim  such  ample  inheritance."  The  suj^iositimi 
that  Cabot  had  perished  on  his  voyage  from  Porto  Rico  to 
England  was  unfounded.  He  was  alive  there  in  1549,  in 
which  year  Edward  VI.  granted  a  yearly  pension  for  life  to 
him  ar.d  his  assigns,  of  L.  166,  13  s.  4  d.  to  be  paid  quarter- 
ly, in  consideration  of  the  good  and  acc^table  service  done 
and  to  be  done  by  him '^ 

We  have  been  induced  to  insert  this  long  digression  in  this 
place,  because  no  journals  remain  of  the  voyages  to  which 
they  relate.  The  other  early  voyages  of  the  English  to  the 
New  World,  were  all  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  a  N.  W. 
passage  by  sea  to  India,  or  for  colonizing  the  provinces  of 
North  America,  and  will  fall  to  be  particularly  noticed  in 
other  divisions  of  our  work. 


Dedication. 

I  To  the  most  illustrious  ReneCt  King  of  Jerusalem  and  Sicily ^ 
•     Duke  of  Lorain  and  Bar^  Americus  Fespucius  in  all  humble 
reverence  and  due  gratitude ^  vaisheth  heahh  and  prosperity . 

'  Most  illustrious  sovereign,  your  nmjesty  may  perhe-is  be 
surpri'^  at  my  presumption  in  writing  this  prolix  epistle, 
knowing,  as  I  do,  that  your  majesty  is  continually  engaged 
in  conducting  the  arduous  affairs  ot  government.  I  nay  de- 
serve blame  for  presuming  to  dedicate  to  your  majesty  this 
work,  in  which  you  will  take  little  interest,  both  because  of 
its  barbarous  style,  and  that  it  was  composed  expressly  for 
Ferdinand  king  of  Spain.  But  my  experience  of  your  royal 
virtues  has  given  me  a  confident  hope  that  the  nature  of  my 
subject,  which  has  never  yet  been  treated  of  by  ancient  or  mo- 
dern writers,  may  excuse  me  to  your  majesty.  The  bearer,  Ben- 
venuto,  a  servant  of  your  majesty,  and  my  valued  friend,  whom 
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I  met  with  at  Lisbon,  earnestly  entreated  me  to  write  ihia 
history,  that  your  majesty  might  be  informed  of  all  those  things 
which  I  had  seen  durine  the  four  voyages  to  different  parts 
of  the  world,  which  I  had  undertaken  for  the  discovery  of 
unknown  countries.  Of  these  four  voyages,  two  were  made 
through  a  vast  extent  of  ocean  towards  the  West,  at  the  com** 
mand  of  the  illustrious  Don  Ferdinand  king  of  Spldn :  The 
other  two  were  ^  the  south,  in  the  ser/ice  of  Don  Manud 
king  of  Portugal.  I  have  used  my  utmost  diligence  in  the 
composition  of  this  work,  in  hopes  that  your  majesty  would 
graciously  receive  me  among  the  number  of  your  dependants, 
considering  that  wc  were  formerly  companions  during  youth, 
while  studying  grammar  under  the  tuition  of  my  venerable 
uncle,  Fra  George  Antony  Vespucius.  I  wish  that  I 
were  able  to  imitate  that  worthy  person,  as  I  should  then  be 
quite  (UfFerent  from  what  I  am :  Yet  I  am  not  aslmmcci  of 
myself,  having  always  placed  my  chief  delight  in  the  practice 
of  virtue,  and  the  acquisition  of  literature.  Should  these 
voyages  displease  you,  1  may  say,  as  Pliny  said  to  his  patron, 
**  formerly  my  pleasantries  used  to  delight  you."  Although 
your  majesty  is  always  orcupietl  in  affairs  of  state,  you  may 
certainly  have  as  much  leisure  as  will  permit  you  to  peruse 
these  pages ;  which,  however  trivial  it?  comparison,  may  yet 
please  by  their  novelty.  After  the  cares  of  government,  your 
majesty  will,  I  hope,  receive  amusement  from  my  labours,  as 
a  pleasant  desert  promotes  digestion  after  a  plentiful  repast. 
But,  if  1  have  been  too  ledious  m  my  narrative,  1  ask  pardon 
and  take  my  leave. 

Be  it  known  to  your  majesty  that  I  first  went  to  these 
new  countries  in  search  of  trade,  in  which  I  was  occupied  for 
four  y<  ars,  during  which  I  experienced  various  reverses  of 
fortune  i  at  one  time  raised  to  the  summit  of  human  wishes, 
and  afterwards  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  misery,  in  so 
much  that  I  had  resolved  to  abandon  commerce,  and  to 
confine  my  exertions  to  more  laudable  and  safer  exertions. 
I  diMpotied  myself,  therefore,  tc  the  purpose  of  exploring 
various  parts  of  the  world,  that  I  might  see  the  wonderfiil 
things  which  it  contains.  An  opi>ortunity  soon  fortunately 
offered  for  satisfying  this  desire,  as  King  Ferdinand  of  Spain 
fitted  out  four  ships  for  the  discovery  of  new  countries  towards 
the  we.Ht,  and  Wiis  pleased  to  employ  me  upon  this  service. 
We  set  sail  on  the  ^Olh  of  May  1497  from  the  port  of  Cadiz, 
taking  our  course  through  the  great  gulf  of  tne  ocean,  in 
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iriiidi  iojaget  we  were  occupied  for  fifteen  months,  diV 
coverinff  matM  continents,  and  almost  innumerable  islands, 
iaoet  of  which  were  inhabited,  all  of  which  #ere  utterly  un- 
known to  our  predecessors  and  the  ancients.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken,  I  have  somewhere  read  that  the  ocean  is  entirely 
Void  of  countries  and  inhabitants,  as  ai^iears  to  have  been 
the  opinion  of  our  jioet  Dante,  in  his  Inferno.  But  of  the 
wonderful  things  which  I  have  seen  there,  your  majesty  vnli 
find  an  ac«»unt  in  the  following  narrative. 


SectIok  I. 

Thejirst  Voffoge  ofAmericus  Vespucitis. 

As  already  mentioned,  we  set  sail  <i?ith  four  ships  in  com- 
pany  from  Cadiz  on  the  20th  May  M97  ',  shaping  our  course 
with  the  wind  at  S.S.  W.  *  for  ih?.  islands  formerly  called  the 
Fortunate,  and  now  nam^nl  the  Grand  Canaries ;  which  are 
situated  in  the  western  extremity  of  the  then  known  habitable 
world,  nnd  in  the  third  climate,  the  elevation  of  the  pole 
being  twenty-seven'  degrees  and  two  thirds.  These  islands 
are  280  lef^es  distant  from  Lisbon,  where  this  work  was 
written.  After  spending  about  a  week  there,  taking  in  wood, 
water,  and  other  necessaries,  commending  ourselves  to  God, 
we  set  sail  with  a  fair  wind  towards  the  west,  one  quarter 
aouth-west  ^^  and  made  such  progress  that  in  about  twenty- 
seven 

1  It  is  highly  probabte  that  the  date  is  here  falsified  by  error,  or  ratiier 
turposely  kg  give  a  pretext  for  having  discovered  the  contibeht  of  the  New 
World  before  Columbus  ;  for  we  are  assured  by  Harris,  fl.  37,  that  the 
^al  date  of  this  voyage  was  1 499.  Alonzo  Hojeda  and  Americus  Vespucius 
lirare  furnished  by  Fonseca,  bishop  of  Burgos,  with  charu  aAd  projiects  of 
discov<ii^  made  by  Columbus,  whose  honour  and  interest  the  bishop  was 
*ager  to  destroy  by  this  sunrtptitious  invasion  of  his  rights  as  admiral  and 
Viceroy  of  the  West  Indies. — £. 

8  In  the  original,  having  the  wind  between  south  and  south-west.  It  is 
thea  impossible  to  asc"  tain,  as  here«  from  the  equivocal  language  of  the  ori« 
ginal,  whether  the  autuur  intends  to  express  the  course  of  the  voyage  or  the 
direction  of  the  wind.  The  course  df  the  voyage  from  Cadiz  to  the  Cana- 
aari^  whitheir  Americus  was  now  bound,  certainly  wait  towards  the  di. 
rectidn'  expressed  in  the  text,  and  to  this  course  the  wind  indicated  is  adverse. 
— E. 

3  lA  the  original,  ^J>oRm//iR,  sumpta  una  Lebetcio  quarts.  Ponente  is 
the  West  in  Italian,  and  Lebeccio  the  south-west ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  express 
in  English  nautical  language  the  precise  meaning  of  the  original,  which  is 
literally  translated  in  the  text. — £. 
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teven  (lays  we  arrived  at  a  country  which  wo  believed  to  b^ 
a  continent^  about  a  thousand  leagues  distant  from  the  Orcat 
Canaries,  in  16°  north  latitude,  and  15^  west  longitude  front 
the  Canary  islands  ^;     Our  fleet  cost  anchor  at  this  place,  a 
league  and  a  half  from  shore,  to  which  we  went  in  some  boats 
lireli  armed  and  full  of  men.    Oii  neuring  the  beach,  we  could 
|)lainly  see  great  numbers  of  naked  people  goine  alpout,  at 
which  circumstance  we  were  much  rejoiced.    Tne  natives^ 
however,  were  astonished  on  seeing  us^  on  account  of  the 
iinnsual  appearance  of  our  dress  and  manners,  so  that  as  we 
iidvanced  they  all  fled  to  a  hill  in  the  neighbourhood,  whence 
at  that  time  we  could  not  allure  them  by  any  signs  of  peace 
and  friendship.     On  the  approach  of  night,  conftdering  that 
the  place  in  which  our  ships  were  anchored  was  altogether 
linsaft.'  in  the  event  of  any  storm  arising,  we  determined  to 
quit  this  ^art  of  the  coast  in  the  morning,  for  the  purpotfe  of 
Seeking  out  some  harbour  where  our  ships  might  ride  in 
safety.     We  accordingly  maiie  snil  olonig  the  coast,  and  in 
sight  of  the  shore,  on  which  we  could  always  see  the  natives, 
and  after  two'  days  sail  we  found  a  convenient  an6ho'rage  for 
the  sliips  at  the  distance  of  half  a  league  from  the  shore.     At 
this  place  we  saw  a  great  multitude  of  people,  and  being 
anxious  to  examine  tnem,  and  to  establish  a  friendly  inter* 
course,  we  landed  that  same  day  with  about  forty  of  our  me* 
in  good  array.     But  the  natives  shewed  themselveis  extremely 
averse  to  any  communication  with  us,  and  could  not  be  allured 
to  a  conference  by  any  means.     At  length  a  small  number 
of  them  were  induced  to  come  near  by  presents  of'belk,  smalf 
mirrors,  glass  beads,  and  simiUr  toys,  and  a  friendly  intov 
course  was  thus  established.     As  night  came  on,  we  left  them 
and  returned  to  the  ships.     At  dawn  of  the  following  day* 
Mre  saw  inlmense  numbers  of  the  natives  da  shore,  men^ 
women,  and  children,  and  coukl  observe  that  they  bac(  all 
their  household  stuff  along  with  them,  of  which  an  account 
will  be  dven  hereafter.     On  our  approach  towards  the  shores 
many  of  the  natives  threw  themselves  into  the  sea,  h&xig  inost 
VOL.  HI.  t  eiipert 

4  The  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  text  Wbuld  indicate  the  eaftmi  coait 
of  Yucatan,  near  the  bay  of  Honduras;  but  from  other  circunutancet, 
h  ii  probable  the  coast  now  visited  by  Amerieus  was  that  of  Paria  or  the 
Spanish  main,  between  the  latitudes  of  lo"  and  Vz"  N.  and  perhaps  twenty- 
five  degrees  less  to  the  west  than  expressed  in  the  text^  But  the  g«ognqpl«< 
cai  notices  in  this  work  of  Amerieus  are  scanty  and  Hnc(Htnn.-'£. 
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exp€tX.  swimmers,  and  came  to  meet  us  with  much  appearance 
of  kindness,  and  joined  us  in  perfect  conBdence  (/  security, 
as  if  we  had  been  old  acquaintances,  which  ^^e  d«  nuich 
pleasure. 

The  whole  of  these  people,  men  as  well  m  women,  went 
entirely  naked.  Though  of  rather  small  stature,  they  are  ex- 
6eedingly  well  proportioned,  their  complexion  being  reddish 
brown,  like  the  hair  of  a  lion;  but  if  they  were  always  ctoch- 
ed,  they  would  in  my  opinion  become  as  white  as  our  people. 
They  have  no  hair  on  any  part  of  their  bodies,  except  on  the 
head,  where  it  is  long  and  black  ;  especially  the  women,  who 
wear  their  long  black  hair  in  a  very  comely  manner.  Their 
faces  are  by  no  means  handsome,  being  broad  like  the  Tar- 
tars, and  they  allow  no  hair  to  remain  on  their  eyebrows  or 
eyelids,  nor  on  any  other  part  of  their  bodies,  as  already 
mentioned,  it  being  esteemed  by  them  quite  beastly  to  have 
hair  remaining  on  their  bodies.  Both  men  and  women 
are  amazingly  ngile  in  walking  and  running,  as  we  fre- 
quently experiont'id,  the  very  women  being  able  to  run 
one  or  two  leagues  at  a  stretch  with  the  utmost  ease, 
and  in  this  exercise  they  greatly  excelled  us  Christians. 
They  are  likewise  wonderfully  expert  swimmers,  in  which 
the  women  excel  the  men,  and  we  have  seen  them  swim 
two  leagues  out  to  sea  without  any  aid  whatever.  Their 
arms  are  bows  and  arrows,  which  are  more  craftily  made  than 
ours  ;  and,  being  destitute  of  iron  or  any  other  metal,  they 
aTm  the  points  of  their  arrows  with  the  teeth  of  wild  bc;jst« 
or  fishes,  often  hardening  their  ends  in  the  fire  to  make  them 
stronger.  They  are  most  expert  archers,  hitting  any  thing 
they  aim  at  with  wonderful  precision ;  the  women  also,  in 
some  places,  being  excellent  archers.  Their  other  arms  are 
a  kind  of  very  sharp  lances  or  pointed  stakes,  and  clubs,  having 
their  heads  very  nicely  carved.  They  are  chiefly  accustomed 
to  make  war  against  their  neighbours  speaking  a  different 
language ;  and  as  they  give  no  quarter,  unless  to  such  as  are 
reserved  for  the  most  horrid  tortures,  they  fight  with  extra- 
ordinary ftjry.  When  they  go  to  battle  they  are  accompanied 
by  their  wives,  not  to  assist  them  in  fighting,  but  on  purpose 
to  carry  their  provisions  and  other  necessaries  ;  and  one  of 
their  women  will  carry  a  greater  weight  on  her  back  for  a 
journey  of  thirty  or  forty  leagues,  than  a  strong  man  is  able 
to  lift  from  the  ground,  as  we  have  often  seen.     They  have 
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no  rMpiIat  captains  or  commanders  in  their  wars ;  and  al- 
thouffh  any  one  may  assume  the  ofiice  of  leader,  they  always 
march  onwards  without  any  order  whatever.  Their  wan  do 
not  originate  in  any  desire  of  extending  their  power  or  terri" 
tcry,  neither  from  any  inordinate  lust  of  dominion^  but  from 
ancient  enmities,  transmitted  from  one  generation  to  another  j 
and  when  asked  the  cause  of  these  enmities,  their  pnly  an- 
swer is  that  they  are  bound  to  revenge  the  death  of  their  aoBt- 
oestors.  These  people  living  in  perfect  liberty^  are  not  sub- 
jected to  any  kings  or  rulers,  and  are  chiefly  excited  to  wtur 
when  any  of  their  tribe  happens  to  be  slain  or  made  prisoner. 
On  such  occasions,  the  elder  relations  of  the  slain  person  or 
of  the  prisoner  go  about  among  the  huts  and  villages,  conti- 
nually crying  out,  and  urging  all  the  warriors  of  uie  tribe  to 
make  haste  and  accompany  them  to  war,  that  they  may  re- 
cover their  friend  from  captivity,  or  revenge  his  death.  All 
being  moved  to  compassion  and  revenge  by  these  incitements, 
immediat|ly  prepare  for  war,  and  march  away  in  haste  to  the 
apsistance'of  their  friends. 

These  people  have  no  laws,  or  any  idea  of  distributive 
justice,  neither  are  malefactors  ever  punished  among  them. 
Parents  even  neither  teach  nor  chastise  their  children.  We 
have  sometimes  seen  them  conferring  together  among  them- 
selves in  a  strange  manner.  They  seem  very  simple  m  their 
discourse,  yet  are  they  very  cunning  and  shrewd.  In  speak- 
ing they  are  neither  loud  uor  loquacious,  using  accents  simi- 
lar to  ours,  but  squeezing  as  it  were  most  of  their  words 
between  the  teeth  and  the  lips.  They  have  a  great  number 
of  dialects,  as  at  every  hundred  leagues  distance  we  found  a 
different  language,  the  different  tribes  not  understanding  each 
other.  Their  manner  of  feeding  is  very  barbarous,  as  they 
have  no  fixed  periods  for  eating,  but  just  as  inclination  or 
opportunity  offers,  whether  by  day  or  night.  When  taking 
food  they  recline  on  the  ground,  using  neither  table-cloths 
nor  napkins,  as  they  have  no  linen  or  any  other  kind  of 
cloth.  Their  food  is  put  into  vessels  of  earthen  ware,  manu- 
factured ^  themselves,  or  into  half  gourd  shells  instead  of 
dishes.  Tney  sleep  in  large  net  hammocks  made  of  cotton, 
suspended  at  some  height ;  and  however  extraordinary  or 
disagreeable  this  custom  may  appear,  I  have  found  it  exceed- 
ingly pleasant,  and  nmch  preferable  to  the  carpets  which  W« 
use.  Their  bodies  are  very  clean  and  sleek,  owing  to  their 
,  .  ^         .  frequent 
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frequent  btthing.  When  about  to  ease  iiuture  they  are  at 
Kreat  pains  to  conceal  themr^^lves  from  observation,  yet  are 
very  indecent  in  discharging,  'Ww  ui'ine,  whidi  they  would 
do  at  any  time,  both  men  ai,u  women,  while  conversing  witli 
us.  They  observe  no  law  or  covenant  in  r^ard  to  marriage, 
every  nuui  having  as  many  wives  as  he  pleases  or  can  procure, 
and  dismissing  them  at  pleasure,  and  this  license  is  comm(»n 
both  to  men  and  women.  They  are  Uttie  addicted  to  jealousy, 
yet  much  given  to  lust,  in  which  the  women  far  exceed  the 
xnen.  From  motives  of  decency  I  here  omit  describing  the 
expedients  they  put  in  practice  for  satisfying  their  inordinate 
desires.  The  women  are  very  prolific,  and  do  not  shun  labour 
or  fatigue  while  preanant.  Their  deliveries  are  attended  with 
little  pain,  so  that  they  arc  able  immediately  afterwards  to  go 
about  their  usual  occupations  in  perfect  health  and  vigour ; 
going  in  the  first  place  to  wash  themselves  in  the  nearest 
river.  Yet  such  is  their  proneness  to  cruelty  and  malignant 
iqpite,  duit  if  exasperated  by  their  husbands,  they  take  a  cer- 
tain poison  in  revenge,  which  kills  the  feetus  within  them,  so 
that  tney  afterwards  miscarry,  by  which  abominable  practice 
vast  numbers  of  their  children  are  destroyed.  Their  bodies 
are  so  elegant  and  well  proportioned^  that  hardly  is  any  the 
smallest  deformity  to  lie  seei>  among  them.  Though  they 
go  entirely  naked  am(Hig  the  women,  their  appearance  is 
tolerably  decent  ^,  yet  are  they  no  more  moved  by  this  expo- 
sure than  wc  are  by  shewing  our  ftu:es.  It  is  rare  among 
them  to  see  any  women  with  lax  breasts  or  shrivelled  bellie» 
through  frequent  child-birth,  as  they  are  all  equally  plump 
and  firm  afterwards  as  formerly.  Their  women  were  extreme- 
ly fond  of  our  men. 

We  could  not  perceive  that  this  nation  had  any  religion,. 
nor  ought  they  on  that  account  to  be  accounted  worse  than 
the  Jews  or  Moors,  since  these  nations  are  much  more  re- 
prehensible tlian  the  pagans  or  idolaters.  We  could  not 
discover  that  they  performed  any  sacrifices  or  sacred  rites  of 
any  kiud,  neither  had  they  any  temples  or  other  places  for 
worship.  Their  way  of  living,  which  is  exceedingly  voluptu- 
ous, 1  consider  as  epicurean  ".  Their  houses,  which  are  com- 
mon to  all,  are  built  in  the  shape  of  a  bell,  firmly  constructed 

of 


5  Prseter^um  regiuncula  ilia  anterior,  quam  vcrecundiore  vtKabuIo  pcc- 
tiuculutn  itnum  vocamus. 

6  The  author  appears  to  mean  here  that  thefy  were  entirely  destitute  of 
religious  belief. — £. 
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4f  large  pieces  of  timber,  and  covered  orer  wkh  {Mid  fetvet^ 
to  strong  as  to  be  able  to  resist  winds  and  iConAs  i  some  of 
Chem  so  large  as  to  be  abk  to  contain  six  hundred  persons. 
Amone  these  wc  found  eight  that  were  exoeklingly  pcqpuloas, 
AS  in  them  there  dwelt  ten  thousand  soub  \  Etery  seven  or 
ciffht  years  they  change  their  place  of  residence }  and  when 
ttked  the  redson  of  tliis,  they  said  that  through  the  heat  of 
the  sun,  the  air  wou)''  ^  -oroe  infected  by  a  lonoer  residenco 
fai  the  same  place  would  occasion  vanous  diseases. 

Their  riches  coii>  various  coloured  feathers  of 

different  birds,  in  nes  resembling  those  called 

pater-nosierst  in  plu  jads  made  of  nsh  bones,  or  of 

^reen  or  white  vtones,  wiu«. .  ihey  hang  by  way  of  ornaments 
on  their  cheeks,  lips,  and  ears.  Tl^  likewise  consider  as 
valuable  several  other  trifling  things  which  we  despise.  Thev 
employ  no  medium  for  sale  or  barter,  being  satisfied  with 
those  things  which  are  offered  spontaneously  by  nature 
Gold,  pearls,  and  precious  stones,  and  others  of  like  nature, 
which  are  considered  in  Europe  as  riches,  they  hold  in  no 
estimation,  or  rather  despise  them  as  of  no  use.  They  are 
extremely  liberal  of  every  thing  they  possess,  so  that  they 
never  refuse  any  thing  that  is  asked  from  them }  but  are 
equally  greedy  in  their  demands,  after  they  have  entered  into 
friendship  with  any  one.  As  the  greatest  mark  of  friendship, 
they  give  their  wives  and  daughters  to  their  friends ;  ana 
every  parent  thinks  himself  much  honoured  when  any  one 
asks  from  him  his  virgin  daughter,  which  cements  the  firmest 
friendships  among  them.  They  use  various  rites  and  customs 
m  burying  their  dead.  Some  deposit  them  in  the  earth,  ac- 
companira  with  victuals  and  water  at  their  head,  which  they 
believe  are  used  by  the  deceased.  Afler  this  no  farther 
mourning  or  ceremonial  is  customary.  In  other  places,  their 
mode  of  sepulture  is  very  barbarous  and  crnel.  When  any 
person  is  considered  to  be  near  his  end,  his  relations  carry 
him  out  into  a  large  wood,  where  they  su^nd  him  in  a 
hammock  from  two  trees ;  and  having  dimced  round  him  for 
a  whole  day,  they  place  at  night  as  much  water  and  provisioii 
as  may  suffice  him  for  four  days,  and  every  one  returns  Cd 

his 


7  The  expression  of  the  author  seems  here  ambiguous.  He  prafMbly 
means  towns  or  collections  of  huts  as  containing  such  Urge  numbm  ;  and 
i  t  is  hard  to  sajr  whether  he  meant  to  say  that  these  eight  populous  /labitatietu 
had  10,000  each,  or  altogether.— E.  ;- 
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Ipi  own  .home.  After  this,  if  the  sick  penon  is  iable  to.eat 
aod  drink,  and  it  ip  far  tttHoKAUt  hedth  as  to  be  enabled  to 
leturn  to  hit  habitation}  he  ia  raodyed  back  by  hit  rebtitma 
yith  auucjl^  oei«mony.  But  very  few  are  able  to  do  lo,  as  no 
4Mie  ever  yisftv  the  sick  person  after  hie  suspension.  Should 
any  of  diei^  leaye  the  hanunock  and  die  in  the  wood,  they 
get  no  other  burial.  They  haye  several  other  barbarous 
QUstcnns,  which  I  omijt  mentioning,  to  avoid  being  prolix.  ^ 

They  use  various  medicines  for  curing  thei^  diseases,  whidi 
are  so  totally  different  from  those  used  among  us,  that  it  b 
1r<»d^rful  any  one  should  recover  bv  their  means.  Wheli 
any  one  is  ill  of  3  fever,  they  plunge  the  patient  at  its  heighth 
in  the  coldest  water,  aflber  whidi  he  is  forced  to  run  round  a 
large  Br?  for  two  hours  till  he  is  all  over  in  a  violent  perspi- 
ration, and  is  then  taken  to  bed.  By  this  strange  remedy  we 
have  seen  mai^y  restored  to .  health.  Th^  will  sometima 
refrain  from  food  for  three  or  four  days.  Iney  draw  b|ood| 
not  hom  the  arms,  but  from  the  loins  and  the  calves  of  thii 
legs.  Th^  ei(cite  vomitine  by  means  of  certain  herbs  which 
they  chew,  and  keep  in  their  mouths.  The^  use  likewise  yari<r 
ous  othor  remedies  and^  antidotes,  which  it  were  tedious  to 
enumerate.  Hiey  are  subject  to  different  sanguineous  and 
phlegmatic  humours,  oocasioped  by  the  nature  of  their  food, 
ivhiira  GMisists  of  fish,  with  various  roots,  fruits,  and  herbs. 
They  use  no  meal  of  any  kind  of  corns  or  other  seeds ;  but 
their  chief  food  is  madenom  the  root  of  a  certain  tree,  which 
they  bruise  down  into  a  tolerably  good  kind  of  meal.  This 
root  is  called  by  some  jucha^  by  others  chatidn,  and  by  others 
igname.  They  scarcely  eat  of  any  kind  of  flesh  except  that  of 
men,  in  the  use  of  which  they  exceed  every  thins  tha^  is  brutal 
and  savage  among  manlund ;  devouring  meir  enemies, 
vhether  slain  or  taken  prisoners,  both  men  and  women  indis- 
criminately, in  the  most  ferocious  manner  that  can  be  conceivf 
ed.  I  have  often  seen  them  employed  in  this  brutal  feast,  and 
th^  expressed  surprize  that«re  did  not  eat  our  enemies  as  they 
did.  All  this  your  migesty  may  be  assured  is  absolutely 
true }  and  that  their  customs  are  so  many  and  barbarous,  it 
svere  tedious  to  describe  them  all.  Having  seen  many  things 
during  my  four  voyages  exceedingly  different  from  our  man- 
ners and  customs,  I  have  composed  a  book  in  which  all  these 
are  particidarly  described,  but  which  I  have  not  yet  publishr 
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In  this  b^inning  of  our  poune  adong  tfie  ccmiti,  vrc;  did  jdQt 
disoQver  voy.  thing  from  which  any  gjneat  pvp^t  opujd  ,IKi49? 
rived,  pri^Wlly  becfiiite  wd  did  not.  understand  j^  |ai|igi|i^  ol* 
the  native$»  except  that  we  observed  several  Lpdica^qm.  t|urt 
gbM  was  to  be  &mi4  in  t^ds  countrv»  whidi  in  ^1  olherjre- 
pects  is  moat  adniiirably  situated.    It  was  therefo^  <|gf^^ 

rto  continue  our  voyaget.  always  kef^ing,  as  oea?  as  [^ptr 
to  the  shore,  which  ooca^o^ed  us  to  midce  ffuaiy.tfudu 
fmd  circuits*  keeping  up  frequent  inteioourse  with  the|i\ftivef  pi 
we  proceeded.  Afi(er  several  days  sailing,  we  arrived  at  ^  oertain 
pott,  lyhere  it  pleased  Ood  to  rescue  us  from  very  imminent 
Ganger.  Immediately  on  entering  this  harbourj  .v^e  ,d^M^:;|ed 
a  town  built  in  the  water,  as  Venice  is,  consiiitin^  of  ,aboiit 
twenty  large  beil-shaped  houses,  founded  on  so^  ,wopdi^ 
fouiidati(m9,  and  baring  draw-bridges  by  wluc|^,  u^^  inhabi- 
tants could  irass  irom  house  to  house.  ,As  soon  ai  the  inhaf 
bitants  of  this  place  saw  us  they  drewr  up  their  bridges  for  se- 
cuiily,  and  retreated  into  their  houses.  Soon  afterwards  we 
perceived  twelve  almadias  or  cai;u)es,  each  of  them  hpllowed 
out  of  the  trunk  of  a  large  tree,  which  advaiiced  tow:ards  us, 
surrounding  us  on  aU  sides  at  some  distance,  their  crews  ad- 
miring our  dress  and  appearance.  We  likewise  continued 
looking  at  them»  endeavouring  by  friendly  signs  to  make.tll^ 
come  towards  us  without  fear,  which  however  they  declin»l. 
We  therefore  steered  towards  them»  on  whidi  they  all  hastened 
to  land,  giving  us  to  understand  that  they  would  soon  returo. 
They  went  in  all  haste  to  a  certain  mountain^  from  wheiMe 
they  brought  sixteen  girls,  whom  they  took  into  their  canoes, 
and  brou  Jbt  towards  us,  putting  four  of  them  on  board  each 
of  our  four  ships,  to  our  great  surprize.  After  this  they  went 
about  among  our  ships  with  their  canoes,  and  convers^  wi^ 
us  so  peaceably  that  we  thouffht  them  in  every  re^)ect  fvi&ai^y 
dispoil^.  About  this  time  ukewise  a  vast  number  qf  peo(it6 
came  swimming  towanU  our  ships  from  the  town  beforemep- 
ticmed,  and  we  did  not  in  the  least  suspect  any  eril  intcntiooi. 
By  and  by  we  beheld  several  old  women  at  the  doon,  of  the 
houses,  who  set  up  violent  outcries,  tearing  their  hair  in  token 
of  great  distress,  by  which  we  begui  to  suqp«ct  some  evU  was 
iptended  towards  us.  The  voung  womeii  who  had  been  put 
on  board  our  ships  lei^t  all  of  a  sudden  into  the  sea,  and 
those  in  the  canoes  removing  to  some  distance  bent  their  bows 
and  plied  us  briskly  with  arrows.*  Those  likewise  who 
were  swimming  towards  the  ships  were  all  armed  with  lances, 

whic^ 
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fiiiidi  \ihey  ^bnceAkd  m^  wIMt.    Being  now  odnvmctd  of 

tt^M  INii «»  Mfy  thai  we  deilhMred  seirera]  of  (irallr  ouwm 
M  HHMl  •  ciMfllj^aMe  nuilibMr  or  Ihe  l^atiTM,  Tke  MinrW 
1^4qW  ^  KoniiMilg  ctqpesiand  made  for  die  tboM 
iiMiitalttg,  ijbr  urentjr  <if  the  nkUrm  wer»  iMn  and 
It  wttiUidfe^  oil  cnfr  ikie  onk  ^vp  men  iv^«  womdedi 
of  iflNl9  »^  Mitored  to  hejdtjS  l)y  tlie  Uesting  of  €h»dt 
i  itfbi  |)(r^  of  the  befete-meiitloned  young  wo}iteA»  and 
0u^  iliill^  iilet>  %hick  ire  yltited  the  hottfies  of  Ae  nMilrefti 
latere  ipre  oid!^  fe^nd  twi6  old  wonw|i  and  a  mIoIc  ni«n,  Wd 
i«li^i|td  tp  llieih^  <ipl  diooaii^g  tp  burn  the  towp,  and 
ttttt  tiif  ^T^  prison^  in  fishers  t  but  the  two  girls  and  otie  of 
Pk^i^eii  Ittade  theii^  n^tpi  firopi  ifs  vitxi  njght. 

{^e«tipgth|s  tl^ibp^r  on  the  day  foUoWing,  we  idled  e^^ 
|ttu^  wliietr  aioi^  the  0oa!|t,  When  we  fptuid  anot^or  nxtian 
M»U)4iPi^t  frcdii  the  ^rmer,  both  in  iaAgoage  and  b^a'^ 
iriOttrt  We  |wMm  $0  ai^ite  at  tlf b  place  aid  to  go  «ihOM  it* 
•b^Witfc,  w|Mi\  %e  «aw  a  drowd  of  near  4000  pe^lle^  who  al( 
i«d  intt>  t!krW#M|jl  on  our  aiqprooch^  leayii^^irery  ^ing  ber 
tttttd  tli6^.  <^  fi|&4^)wepn)peeded  abgut  a  gun-«hoi  along 
^  toad  kiiidittg  ihto  t^e  wpodi,  where  we  foiii|d  inany  tentt 
#y^  t|ie  natitei  bad  erei^for  a  fishiing  «talio|i,  and  in 
f^hidl  If^  jpnnd  f^  pA  which  abufidanee  of  Actuals  were  boii-< 
te  i^  tariow  l^ds  of  wpd  bonti  aiid  firiie*  roas^ng.  A'f 
liitaMg  dD^  was  a  certain  strange  anittial  Vehr  like  a  seipent, 
^Hhdttt  wi^gs»  WhiV^t  warned  so  wi]d  a^d  brutal  that  we  greats 
ly  admired  ltd  terl  ftercen^  As  we  proceed  farther 
attidAg  i^  t^ts,  >  lipd  many  inore  ter^nts  of  this  de^ 
^|M^,  living  their  feet  bound,  and  their  mouths  tied  to 
hittoet  tUB^'^m  biting.  They  had  so  hideous  and  fierce  an 
aqp^  ^tit  ntipe  of  |)8  dared  to  tottt|i  thefn,  from  ^r  of  be^ 
ing  pitABC\!4e^.  The|y  were  equal  in  size  to  a  wi)d  goat,  and 
iboirt  tt  yaiil  atld  a  UF  long,  having  long  and  sttottg  feet, 
tttmiA  imln  strptog  cla^a.  Ineir  skills  were  Variegated^  with 
filia^y  tfiopxit^  afid  thi^  inouts  and  fiices  resefuU^  those  of 
real  lei'ip^its^  ^Vom  their  nostril*  to  the  extremity  of  their 
•tailil,  'h  Uj^e  of  rpUgh  bHstles  extends  along  the  ri^e  of  the 
blldE,^i|iilOittQph  qiat  we  conduded  they  wer6  actuallt  serpontst 
ftk  "^ty  are  us^d  &.  food  by  this  fiation  '.    Instead  of  bread, 

these 
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IheM  Indktti  boil  the  ftifa,  which  thar  dit^  idbiiMiiiidv  to 
the  eea^  fdr  a  dMMt  time,  then  poutkntig  thepn  |(»gether  1««| 
a  cake,  they  rtMut  Uufe  over  %  hat  Ate  tkritbcwt  flgaie»  «Aiiii|  ^ 
0Mijr  preienre  ibr  tiie,  and  iHiieh  we  fbund  wty  fk^mt  totA 
Th^  hate  inany  other  artiplea  of  AhmJi  which  they  pvepmn 
from  varioMs  roots  aod  fruit*,  but  whi<^  it  would  ho  tetKbup 
to  flQicribe.  Fiqdhig  that  the  nativek  did  no|  leturp  ftom 
the  woods  to  their  dweUiogs,  We  resolted  tiot  to  p^atnf 
any  of  their  effects^  lest  they  shotild  be  afraid  of  us,  i|nd  even 
left  m«iy  trifling  European  articles  hung  up  in  their  hute,  aibet 
whieh  we  relumed  to  die  ships. 

Oointf  on  shore  early  next  moHiing,  we  saw  a  tast  nutnher 
of  peopfe  collected  on  the  shore,  who  were  at  first  very  titnid 
on  our  approach,  yet  mii^led  fre^  amM^;  us^  aiid  soon  be» 
(Bame  quite  fiittiittair,  shewing  grettti^re  to  enter  into  a  friend* 
ly  correspondence.  The^  soon  made  us  understand  ^at  they 
did  not  dwell  in  this  place,  to  which  Uiey  resorted  merely  fw 
|he  purpose  of  fishing,  and  solicited  us  in  a  most  fl-iend|y 
manner  to  go  along  with  them  to  their  villages.  Indeed  they 
(Donceived  a  great  friendship  for  us  on  aocpount  of  the  twin 
prisoners  whom  we  had  in  custody,  whp  happeiied  to  belong 
to  a  nation  with  whom  they  Were  at  enmity.  In  eonudenfa*- 
tion  of  their  great  importunity,  twenty>three  of  us  agreed  10 
go  along  with  them  well  armed,  with  a  fixed  resolution  tA 
sell  our  lives  dear  if  necessity  reT|uired.  Having  remained 
with  them  for  three  days.  We  arrived  ailer  a  journey  of  three 
leagues  inland  at  a  village  consisting  of  ninehouses^  where  we 
were  received  wi^h  many  barbarpus  ceremonies  not  worth  re^ 
lating,  coiisisting  of  dances,  songs,  lamentations,  joy,  am) 
gladness,  strangely  mixed  together,  tmd  accompanied  with 
]cdentiful  entertainments.  We  remai|ivd  in  that  place  aH 
night,  on  which  occasion  the  natives  pressed  their  wives  upoi| 
^s  as  oompanions  with  so  much  earnestness  that  we  cookl . 
jiardiy  resist.  By  the  middle  of  the  following  day  a  prodlgi^ 
ous  number  of  people  crowded  to  see  us,  shewing  no  signs 
pf  iedr,  and  we  were  entreated  by  their  eldera  to  accoitipany 
them  to  their  othm*  viljages,  farther  inland,  w}th  whic*h  wn 
complied.  It  is  not  easy  to  describe  the  multiplied  attentioni 
wbMn  we  received  firom  them  during  nine  days,  in  which  time 
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lleea  bettef  ex^ened,  pcltsp*!  tiy  the  fkbulout  term  dragon.  The  siiiiiu^ 
iti  qi|eitio{i  was  prpttably  the  lacerto  iguana,  or  it  inay  jtave  been  a  younm 
alli|(ato|;.— £. 
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we  vittted  tgreat  numW  of  their  ,yillfigett  on  which  occesioii 
iKoie  who  remeined  at  the  ihipe  were  exceedingly  enxiou*  at 
ourlon^  abaence.  On  our  return  to  the  ships  we  were  ac- 
oonqpanied  by  an  incredible  number  of  men  and  women,  who 
pai4  ^  every  po«ible  attention.  If  any  of  us  were  iatieued 
with  walking*  iney  were  eager  to  cany  us  in  one  of  their  nam* 
mocks.  As  we  bad  to  pass  a  sreat  many  rivers*  some,  of 
which  were  large,  they  contrived  to  carry  us  over  with  per- 
fect safest.  Many  of  the  natives  who  were  in  our  train  our. 
ried  in  nunmocks  great  quantities  of  their  own  commodities 
which  they  had  given  us,  such  as  the  many-coloured  feathers 
which  have  been  already  mentioned,  many  of  their  bows  and  ar- 
rows, and  great  numbers  of  variegated  parrots.  Others  of  them 
carried  all  their  household  goods  and  animal^.  They  were  so 
eager  to  serve  us,  that  he  who  happened  to  carry  any  of  our 
company  over  a  river,  seemed  transported  at  his  good  fortune. 
When  we  came  to  the  boats  which  were  to  carry  us  on  board 
qur  ships,  such  numbers  pressed  in  to  accompany  us,  that  they 
might  see  our  ships,  thut  our  boats  were  ready  to  sink  undor 
the  load«  We  accordingly  carried  as  many  of  than  to  the 
ships  as  our.  boats  could  possibly  accommodate,  and  vast  num- 
bers followed  us  by  swimming,  insomuch  that  we  were  some- 
what alarmed  at  tneir  numbers,  though  naked  and  unarmed, 
more  than  a  thousand  of  them  being  on  board  at  once,  ad- 
miring the  prodigious  size  of  our  ships  as  compared  with  their 
own  canoes,  and  astonished  at  every  part  of  the  tackle  and  ar- 
tillery. A  ludicrous  scene  took  place  on  occasion  c^  firing 
off  some  of  our  guns,  for  immediately  on  hearing  the  prodigi- 
ous rqport,  the  greatest  part  ofthe  natives  jumped  overboard; 
just  a^^  firags  are  apt  to  do  when,  sunning  themselyes  on  a. 
bulk,  they  happen  to  hear  any  unusual  noise.     We  were'a 

rd  deal  concerned  at  this  incident,  but  we  soon  reconciled 
natives  and  removed  their  terror,  by  explaining  to  them 
that  we  used  such  wei^MUs  for  destroying  our  enemies.  Hav- 
ing entertained  the  natives  <m  board  our  ships  the  whole  of 
tha^  day,  we  advised  them  to  go  on  shore  at  nisht,  as  it  was 
«ur  intmition  to  depart  on  the  day  following,  and  they  all  took 
leave  <^  us  with  every  demonstration  of  triendship..  While 
liere,  we  observed  many  singular  customs  among  these  people^ 
which  I  do  not  propose  enlaiging  upon  at  present,  as  your 
majesty  will  be  afterwards  more  particularly  informed  of  every 
tiling  worthy  of  attention,  when  I  shall  have  completed  the 

•-  geographical 
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geographical  relation  ^  my  four  voyagMf  which  ■till  reqiUrea 
revision  and  enlargement. 

This  oountxy  is  exceedingly  pqiulous,. and  aboondii  erery- 
where  with  many  animals  of  cUrorent  kinds,  few  of  which 
resemUe  ours,  and  even  these  differ  in  M»ne  measure  fraat 
fmrs  in  shape  and  appearance.  They  have  no  lions,  befpa^ 
deer,  twine*  roes,  or  goats  i  neither  have  they  any  iMmef » 
mules,  asses,  or  dogsi  sheep  likewise  and  cows  are  not  to.be 
ifbund  among  them.  Their  woods,  however,  abound  with 
great  numbers  of  different  kinds  of  animals,  which  I  cannot 
easity  describe,  as  they  are  all  in  a  wild  state,  none  of  them 
being  domesticated  by  the  natives.  Their  Inrda  are  so  nu- 
merous, and  so  diflerent  from  ours  in  cokraxs  and  i^ieaes,  as 
is  quite  surprisiiw  to  the  beholders.  The  counMfy  is  extreme- 
hr  pleasant  and  miidUl,  abounding  everjrwhere  with  beauti- 
nil  grove*  and  extensive  forests,  cmsiiBting  (^  trees  which  are 
verdant  during  the  whole  year,  and  never  lose  their  leaves, 
producuig  innumerable  truitM  entirely  diAfermt  from  ours* 
This  land  is  situated  in  the  torrid  zone,  directly  under  the  pa- 
ralld  described  by  the  txqpic  vteancer,  and  in  the  second  cli- 
mate, whecethe  pole  is  elevated  29  d^|rees  above  die  hori- 
zon '.  While  there,  a  prodigious  number  of  people  came  to 
see  us,  wondering  at  our  cok>ur  and  appearance,  and  inquire 
ing  whoice  we  came.  We  answered,  uat  we  had  come  down 
firom  heaven  to  visit  the  earth,  and  they  believed  us.  We 
cpnstructed  several  fonts  in  this, place,  at  which  a  prodigious 
•number  of  people  came  to  be  baptized,  calling^  thonselves 
ckaraibs,  which  word  in  thdr  language  signifies  mse  men.  The 
country  is  by  them  named  PdTMf. 

i  Leuvinff  the  before-mentioned  harbour,  we  sailed  along  tha 
coast*  which  we  kept  always  in  sight  for  the  q>ace  of  860  *^ 

leaguel^ 

*-^fi  *M>  :ife>'i 

.9  TMi  is  a  most  dbigutarly  mistaken  account  et  the  utuation  ofiks 
roait  of  Pai;ia,  now  Cumana  or  the  Spanish  main ;  which,  bennningoB 
the«ast  at  the  island  of  Trintdad,  about  lat.  lO"  N.  joins  Caruu^eaa  ia 
the  west  about  the  ume  latitude*  and  never  reaches  above  IS*  N.  Were 
it  net  that  the  author  immediately  afterwards  distmctly  names  the  coast  of 
Paria,  .the  latitude  of  the  text  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  he  had  been  c]|> 
plQring  the  northern  ooast  of  Cuba.— E. 

10  Even  supponng  Americus  to  have  coasted  along  the  whole  northalni 
'shore  dT  South  America*  from  Trinidad  to  Cv^:z  reca,  the  distance  does  not 
exceed  twenty^hree  degrees  of  longitude*  and  the  coast  of  Pkria  or  Cn« 
mana  ii  scarce  lA  degrees.  The  number  of  leagues*  tfacra|br^  in  the  teit 
is  greatly  exaggeratec^  unless  we  euppose  them  only  to  have  been  Itajian 
mues.— £. 
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iMgWi,  AnAHt  whidi  ire  iMd  to  make  uamy  tadn  ind  dreo^ 
torn  oounet,  wways  koMing  interooune  idth  the  manenat 
mti6iu  an  fStm  enm.  WeMoeoved  gold  in  aiMiiy  fkcM, 
Itttt  fkot  in  anf  tonsidenUe  ooaiititleiy  ai  <Mir  jMrincipal 

StetlMk*  td  mt&mr  and  «lt»i6re  theae  reglAM,  and  16 
m  wbrtbef  tliey  pirodttced  any  gold.  Having  employed 
lldrteen  tnontlM  alMidy  in  oW  v^^ge,  and  near$  expended 
mt  notes  and  Moviridns,  and  onr  men  being  worn  out  with 
tSOMtinnal  ttttcning  and  tadgne,  we  detemincd  to  take  men. 
iOMi  ib^  repnidng  onr  sliips,  which  let  in  wMer  on  aU  ridea, 
that  we  migM-reCttrn  hrto  Spain.  For  the  pttrpote*  therelbre» 
nf  repairing  6oi  ships,  we  entered  one  ot  the  best  harbours 
in  the  world,  irhere  #e  #ere  reoeiv^  in  a  most  firtendhr  raaft* 
ner  by  the  nartiii^^  who  were  here  very  numeroug*  Having 
cJMnstrticted  a  raft  or  lightcfr  from  the  remains  of  our  dd  boats 
and  casks,  #e  earried  alTour  gtml  and  stores  ashore.  After  com* 
I^etely  unhjading  our  ships,  we  hauled  them  upon  the  beadi, 
Whete  ire  repifired  thetn  tfffiNstualF^. '  In  this  laborious  employ- 
itttnt  we  #era  materially  assisted  W  the  natives,  who  likewise 
most  libttalh'  tupplied  us  with  provMlMis,  so  that  we  eonsumed 
terf  litdiei  of  our  own^  triea  stores  daring  our  stay  at  this  (dace. 
Thif  dteutHtanoo  was  of  sin^|alar  importance  to  us^  as  our  own 
provirions  were  much  dimlnidbed,  and  we  diould  hardly  have 
hten  aMe  td  rtiaeh  l%ain  without  this  asi^istance,  mdeai  upon 
abort  attbimnfie.  We  r^ained  thirty-seven  da;jrs  at  this 
port,  going  iiHiquetatly  along  with  the  natives  to  their  villages, 
wh^re  we  were  always  received  wi&  much  respect.  Wnen 
ready  to  resume  our  voyage,  the  nath^es  complained  to  us  of 
s  certain  very  savage  nation  which  waeiri  use  at  certain  times 
Of  th«yetf  t^  invade  their  territories  by  sea,  sometimes  fi- 
ling upon  than  by  surprise,  and  at  other  times  by  main  force, 
#bo  killed  many  of  their  people  and  devoured  the  slain,  car* 
lying  away  others  into  captivity.  They  told  us  that  this  n»> 
obh,  iE^inst  whom  they  tvere  haTdfy  able  to  defend  them- 
iilves,  ni^bited  a  certain  island  at  atiottt  an  hundred  leagues 
^pom  their  country  i  and  as  we  synqiathised  in  their  diitress, 
.^•ciM;i^ged  to  revenge  diem  upon  their  cruel  enonies,  They 
ir^ttt^  i^oictid  at  thi»  ittten%ence,  and  oflbred  to  aooompany 
Us  in  the  e:i:pedition,  which  We  declined  for  substantial  rea- 
sons, and  vmy  agreed  to  take  seven  of  tlijenl  along  with  us  by 
way  <«f  guides,  who  were  to  gp>  in  ooe  of  their  own  canoes, 
|M  vre  eoi^  not  engage  to  tiring  them  baek  to  their  own  ooon- 
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tjry  I  with  which  ammgcBMilt  Uwy  gntdidly  ifqrtiwfitl,  mi 
we  pvrtad  fitw  them  in  meal  fncnchhip* 

HnvingMINiiiied  our  ibipt  md  taken  evciy  Uuiig  bdonglng 
to  them  oo  board,  we  put  to  tm,  and  teiltd  tevM  deyi  witS 
the  wind  at  £.N,E.  beating  to  wiadwardf  eftor  wUeh  we 
fell  ill  with  several  iilandtt  MNne  of  which  were  Mihahitad  aad 
others  not,  near  one  of  which  we  casM  to  niwlior,  eallad  Sjf  *  * 
Inr  the  natives,  on  which  we  saw  a  great  crowd  of  |wopl» 
Arming  our  boats  with  a  good  numter  of  fMuA  mm  and 
Ihree  pieces  of  ordnance,  we  apfHoached  the  shore  at  a  plaee 
where  there  were  at  lent  400  men  and  mangr  women.  Att 
of  these,  as  noticed  in  fofmorlj  visited  places,  wait  lOitirelgr 
noked,  of  strong  bodies,  agd  warlike  appearance,  and  wow 
•U  armed  with  iwws,  arrows^  and  lances,  miiinir  of  then  ham 
ing  round  or  square  shields  for  their  defence,  v^idb  did  not 
jat  all  impede  them  in  discharging  thc^  arrowe.  All  of  thrai 
had  their  bodies  painted  of  many  cdours,  and  were  a^ormed 
with  the  feathers  of  various  biida  t  and  the  ftiendly  Indians 
who  had  accompanied  us  from  the  continent  asaurad.  m  that 
iheir  painting  and  adornment  were  sure  indications  that  thqr 
were  prepared  fer  battle.  Acoordinglv,  M^en  we  had  reached 
to  within  an  arrow-fligjbt  of  the  beach*  they  all  advianced  into 
,tlie  tea  towards  us,  and  beno  to  let  fly  a  vast  nunnber  of  «iy 
«uwii,  |i9ing  their  utmost  efforts  to  prevent  our  landing,  iiu»f 
much  thz^  we  were  constrained  to  make  several  discbai^ee 
from  our  aitiHery  agMnst  them.  On  hearing  the  reports  of 
oar  guns,  and  toeing  a  good  many  of  their  companitHii  shiintf 
nil  the  rest  riqtreeted  to  the  shore.  Having  caued  a  oounen 
of  woMr*  it  was  reselved,  that  forur-two  of  us  should  land  and 
aitattk  than  boldly.  VV>  .iccordKngly  leaped  from  the  boata 
with  o«ir  «rms  in  our  hanu;<,  uid  were  so  manfeUy  0|q[)osedy 
that  the  battle  lasted  almost  t\/o  hours,  til)  at  length  we  cained 
a  oomjdete  victory,  killing  a  considerable  number  of  the  naf 
tives,  and  taking  some  prisoners.  The  enem^  then  fled  into 
the  woods,  several  of  them  being  shun  in  their  flight  by  our 
hand-guna  '*,  but  we  did  not  pursue  fer»  as  wo  w^re  already 
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,11  Tl^  nUtioii  of  |hM  vofage  it  po  excsedingly  vttgue  that  we  bsve  ap 
jaesju  of  detsfiniiiing  any  of  the  places  wKich  were  touched  at.  From  the 
»tf«iMaxu\t  cdf  the  aatne  in  the  text  to  Haiti,  or  Aiti,  thi»  island  may  pOM 
•iblyhavshcM  Hiipaiuobu— B. 

IS  llM  aathorafiecu  clamical  names  for  inodern  fire-amn*  oaming  what 
9M  have  tr||M|hted  haiub«i|is  Mtifit  tolubiitui.  Caaoon  art  spsjBtimsr 
isUed.#0b>iMf0  Mttiedt  uA  at-  otnar  times  moihitut  Mmvonuu-^i, 


nt  NatigaHont  <f        faut  n.  book  ik 


nmch  fiitiffOkl.    We  rctnrned  therefore  to  oar  ships,  the  ee- 
Ten  fKendly  natives  bdng  greetljr  rejoiced  at  oor  victory. 

Next  day  we  saw  an  immenae  number  of  the  ishuiders  ool- 
leoti^on  the  diore,  sounding  horns  and  other  instruments 
vaed  Xfj  them  in  war,  all  painted  and  adorned  with  fcathera^ 
•o  that  k  wall  wonderiiil  to  behold  them.  It  was  again  detei^ 
nUned  In  coandl  that  we  should  go  on  shore  in  force,  and  shoald 
treat  the  natives  as  enemks  it  they  rejected  our  friendship. 
We  aooordinriy  landed  in  a  bod^,  unopposed  by  the  Islanders, 
who  seemed  maid  of  our  cuinon.  Our  force  consisted  on 
this  ooeasion  of  four  bodies  of  fifW-seven  men,  each  under  its 
proper  oottunandor,  and  we  had  along  and  severe  engagement 
with  the  natives  hand  to  hand.  After  many  of  them  were 
slain,  thev  at  length  took  to  flight,  and  we  pursued  them  to 
one  of  their  villaffes,  where  we  took  twen^>five  prisoners, 
and  burned  the  village  v  and  we  killed  and  wounded  a  great 
many  more  on  our  return  towards  the  ships.  On  our  side 
one  oiily  was  shun  in  this  fight,  and  twenty-two  wounded,  aH 
of  whom,  by  the  blessing  iH  God,  recovered  from  their 
wounds.  It  was  now  determined  to  return  into  Spain: 
wherefore  the  seven  men  who  had  accompanied  us  from  the 
continent,  of  whom  i^e  were  wounded  in  the  battle,  embark- 
ed in  a  canoe  which  we  seized  at  this  place,  and  returned  to 
their  Own  countrvt  very  joyfiil  for  the  ven^nce  we  had  ta* 
ken  of  their  cruel  enemies,  and  full  of  admiration  at  our  war> 
like  prowess.  On  this  occasion  we  gave  them  seven  of  our 
prisoners,  three  men  and  four  women.  Proceeding  from  this 
place  in  our  voyage  to  Spain,  we  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the 
lAth  October  1498,  carrying  with  us  222  prisoners  whom  we 
had  taken  during  the  voyage,  all  of  whom  we  sold.  These 
are  all  the  circumstances  worthy  of  notice  which  occurred  dur> 
ing  our  first  voyage. 

Section  II.  t 


The  Second  Voyage  of  Americus  Vetpueius,'  , 

We  set  sail  from  Cadiz  on  our  second  voyage  on  the  1 1th 
of  May  1499,  taking  our  course  past  the  Cape  Verds  and 
Canaries  for  the  island  of  Ignis ,  where  we  tocMC  in  a  supply 
of  wood  and  water:  Whence  continuing  our  voyage  with  a 
south-west  wind  for  nineteen,  days,  we  reached  a  certain  un- 
discovered land,  which  we  bd&ev^  to, be  die  continent,  over 
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against  that  which  we  had  exfdored  in  our  fcrawr  ^agOt 
and  which  it  situated  in  the  torrid  cone  upon  th«  southarn 
side  of  the  equator,  and  in  d"  of  sooth  latitude  S -being  500 
leagues  fipom  the  before-mentioned  islands,  to  the  south-west. 
In  this  country  we  found  the  days  and  nights  to  be  equal  on 
tlie  97th  of  June,  when  the  sun  was  in  the  tropic  of  cancer*. 
We  found  this  country  inundated  and  pervaded  by  b^g«  ri- 
vers, having  a  very  verdant  appearance,  with  kurge  tatt  trees, 
but  with  no  appearance  of  an^  inhabitants.  Having  anchored 
our  ships,  we  went  to  huid  with  some  of  our  boats,  but  after  a 
long  search  we  found  the  whole  land  so  covered  with  water  that 
we  conkl  not  land  anywhere,  though  we  saw  abundant  indi« 
cations  of  a  numerous  population,  after  which  we  returned  to 
the  ships.     Hoisting  our  anchors,  we  sailed  along  shore 
with  the  wind  at  S.&E.  for  above  forty  leagues,  frequently 
endeavouring  to  penetrate  into  the  land,  but  in  vain,,  as  tlie 
flux  of  the  sea  was  so  rapid  from  the  S.E.  to  the  N.W.  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  vesseb  to  stem  the  current.    In  con- 
sideration of  this  circumstance,  we  resolved  to  steer  a  course 
to  the  N.W.  in  the  course  of  which  we  came  to  a  harbour, 
where  we  found  a  beautiful  island,  and  an  exceUent  creek  at 
the  entrance.     While  sailing  with  the  intent'on  of  entering 
this  harbour,  we  sa\#  an  immense  number'ol  people  on.  this 
island,  which  was  about  four  leagues  frori  shore.    Having 
hoisted  out  our  boats  on  purpose  to  land  on  the  island,  we  per- 
ceived a  canoe  with  several  natives  coming  from  seawards, 
which  we  endeavoured  to  surround  with  our  boats,  HbaX.  we 
might  make  them  prisoners.  After  a  long  chase,  finding  that 
we  sained  upon  them,  the  whole  of  the  natives  in  the  canoe, 
to  tne  number  of  about  twenQr,  jumped  into  the  sea  about  two 
leagues  from  shore,  and  endeavoured  to  escape  by  swimming, 
which  they  all  did  except  two  whom  we  secured.    In  the  c»- 
noe  which  they  had  deserted,  we  found  four  young  men  of 
another  nation  whom  they  had  made  prisoners,  and  whose 
members  had  been  quite  recently  cut  off,  at  which  strange 
circumstance  we  were  greatly  astonished.    On  taking  these 
unfortunate  captives  to  our  ships,  they  made  us  understand 
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1  This  latitude  of  5^  S.  would  lead  to  Cape  St  Roqao  on  the  coatt  of 
Brazil ;  but  the  indicationi  given  by  Americus  during  nil  several  voyages 
are  exceedingly  vague  and  uncertain. — £. 

S  The  sun  on  the  S7th  of  June  hi^s  just  passed  to  the  south  side  of  the 
equator,  and  is  in  the  tropic  of  cancer  on  the  27d  of  March.— -£. 
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\^  Mgn  tb*  they  had  btm  taken  away  from  their  own  ooun'< 
try  t0  ba  aalcn^  aa  Uw  nation  by  whom  they  h«cl  baon  madaf 
captifai  were  MTaga  camibali.  After  thif,  taking  the  a^i- 
ffend  eanoa  abng  with  m,  we  broiwbt  our  tbipe  to  anchuf 
ttithlnhalfa  league  of  the  sbore,  wticre  we  ^bwrtcd  great 
anmbare  of  the  natives  wandering;  about.-  We  then  went  on 
Aora^  taking  the  two  priaoniers  bekmging  to  tile  attme  dong 
vWi  ui  I  but  immediately  on  landin;^,  olFtlic  nativei  iled  inttf 
die  woods.  Seeing  thia«  we  aet  irca  one  of  our  miioneni,  Xxt 
iHmmb  we  ^e  letefal  trinkets,  as  bells  and  srieaU  mirrors,  inf 
token  of  friendshui,  assuring  him  thac  ho  and  hisoountryroeif 
Med  not  be  afraia  of  us,  as  we  were  desirous  of  nitcring  ii^o^ 
IKendship  with  them.  This  man  soon  brought  back  about 
feur  hundred  of  the  natives  fWun  the  woods,  accompanied  ^ 
many  of  their  women,  aU  of  whom  came  to  us  uiiailncd,  and 
an  entire  friendship  was  eHtabliahed  between  us  to  all  appear* 
anoe,  on  whith  we  set  free  the  other  prisoner,  and  restoredf 
dw  osptured  canoe.  This  teael,  which  was  hollowed  from 
•  single  piece  of  wood,  measured  twentysix  paces  long,  a^ 
two  yaida  broad,  and  was  very  artificially  conftructed.  kft 
soon  as  they  had  secured  their  canoe  in  another  part  of  the 
river  beyond  our  reach,  the  whole  of  the  natives  suddraily  de- 
aerted  us,  and  never  oouU  be  brought  (b  rebew  their  interr 


Being  disainwAntett  in  our  expectation  of  any  friendly  conr 
nection  with  these  people,  among  whom  we  only  saw  a  small 
quantity  of  gold,wnidi  they  wore  as  omamentrin  their  ears, 
we  sailed  about  eighty  leagues  further  along  the  coast,  when 
we  discovered  a  safe  harbour,  into  which  we  brought  our 
shipa,  and  found  the  country  exceedingly  po^iulouH.  We 
ioon  established  a  friendly  intercourse  wi&  these  people,  and 
even  accompanied  them  to  several  of  their  villages,  where  wc 
fimnd  ourseivee  in  perfect  security,  and  received  the  kindest 
treatment  imagkiable,  and  proiBured  from  them  about  five 
hundred  nearis  for  one  bdl  Mid  a  small  quantity  of  gokl.  The 
natives  of  diis  country  make  a  kind  of  wine,  which  thev  ex- 
press from  fruits  and  seeds,  resembling  beer,  bath  red  and 
white.  The  best  is  made  fh>m  a  niecies  of  aj^le  ^  Of  these 
and  many  other  otcellent  fruits  of  fine  flavour,  we  eat  abun- 
dantly, and  found  them  extremely  wholesome.    The  inbabi  • 
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lapi  mesnt  to 


/ 


i' 


«II4^  lu.  4*^.  u. 


«.^.V'«»*»' 


IM 


|Mof|lMipliMwtMaoMp«Msbl^4l*P0MC^  SMm^ri* 
Cud  JA  lliiir  nAnnfnwid  diHsotUioi**  tpm^  ihmv  tlbwuBlfaf 
mnnlinilFlth  ill  ta'niii  nfnnnMMritt  aid  ^irtSpM-T*iif^*^ 
«opr  «f  )uid  Hn  hhharto.  Wt  rwmainwf.  wruttiBMli^  14 
tiut  hurbopr  wilh  ipach  Mti  Art  ion,  Ta»t  numbwt  wr  tlb>  Hjr 
tiv«  oBBNBff  cUU J  to  Tisit  M,  admiriiig  our  ipp^ininffHi  At 
wbitoMn  <N  our  gooubImuod^  tht  fiiThiffn  of  our  <*^*'^^»*'*  mm 
•rail,  «nd  tbe  ai^putude  of  our  ihips.  From  thfw  pnoA 
w«  ware  iBfomtnl  of  another  nation  more  to  the  weit#  tf 
whom  they  were  very  much  annoyed,  and  who  pooeMed  gVWt 
qnantitiaiiofpearlt)  both  became  they  had  thete  in  the«r  mm 
oountry,  and  vera  accustomed  to  carry  them  offfnHiiitlMit 
other  tribes  against  whom  they  went  to  war.  They  liJMwiai 
informed  us  in  what  manner  the  pearls  originatiBd,.iM^.)Mapr 
they  were  fiahad  Spti  iXLoi  which  we  afterwards  ic^dfcQ  np 
true. 

X^eaviBg  this  harbonr,  w9  oootinut:*  our  voyaiM  ajpng  t^ 
coast,  all  of  which  was  numerously  inhabited  by  oiftrent  n»> 
tiona.  Having  entered  a  pertain  harlmir  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  one  of  our  vessels,  we  the^a  found  a  great  number 
of  inhabitants,  with  whom  we  were  unaUe  to  establish  aiiy 
intarcourseb  either  by  force  or  goodi>wiU.  Whan  wft  enjJe»' 
voured  at  any  time  to  land  from  our  boi^s,  they  fiffcely  af|- 
posed  us  {  and  finding  all  their  resistance  ineflbctual,  thsf 
fled  into  the  woods,  and  could  not  ba  prevailed  on  to  enter 
into  any  intercourse  with  us.  Vot  vhich  reason  we  departed 
from  their  inhospitable  shore. 

Continuii^  our  vovage,  we  came  to  a  certain  island  about 
fifteen  leagues  from  the  coast,  which  we  agreed  to  visit,  that 
we  might  see  if  it  were  Inhabited  1  and  we  accordingly  found 
it  possessed  bjr  a  race  of  exceedinaly  savage  people,  wno  wi&tp 
Aotwitbetandmg  extremely  simpfo  and  very  courtooqs.  Ibi 
manners  and  appearance  they  are  little  better  thatbrutoi,  and 
all  <^them  have  their  mouths  couftantljr  $lied  with  a  certain 
green  herb,  which<tbey  are  continnally  chewiqg  like  jrumin»> 
ting  cattle,  so  that  th^  can  hardly  jfieak  to  be  wodeKstoDd  *, 
Each  individual  among  them  carries  two  spall  gpura  shd|s 
hung  from  the  neck,  one  of  which  contains  the  herb^  which 
they  chew,  and  the  o^r  is  filled  witii  a  particuhu'  kind  of 
«riute  meal  resembling  powdered  gypsum,  which,  with  a  smi^ 

W0L.11U  A9l  '  stick 


4  Thltj^pean  y>  feCtr  to  chewing  tobacco,  snd  gIvsiSitROqgpktapi 
of  that  custom  carried  to  excm.— >E. 
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•tlik  diewed  and  moiatened,  they  drav  out  firoih  this  gorird^ 
ttiD  sprinkle  diere^/ith  the  chewed  herb*  which  they  again  re- 
jpJ^  in  their  mouths.  Although  we  wondered  mtich  at  thit 
il^rahge  custoni>  we  could  not  fur  a  Ions  while  discover  its  reo* 
if(;tn  ffind  object  But,  as  we  walked  about  thifiii*  country, 
misting  ^o  their  friendly  attentions,  and  endeavoured  to 
Tjiiirn  from  them  where  we  coukl  procure  Imh  water,  they  ex- 
p|iiined  to  us  by  signs  that  none  was  to  be  had  in  these  parts, 
lind  they  offered  m  }he  herb  and  powder  which  they  are  in 
^isie!  ito' chew  as  ^  substitute.  After  accompanying  them  a 
'  A^^^  day,  without  food  or  drink,  we  learnt  that  all  the  water 
'li^!i(^  ^hey  used  was  garhered  during  the  night,  by  collecting 
^61tr|Voihcortaih  plants  having  leaves  resembling  asses  ears^ 
^^ich  are  filled  every  night  by  the  dews  of  heaven.  Hiis  na- 
tion is  likewise  destitute  of  any  vegetable  food,  and  live  en** 
tirely  on  fish,  which  they  procure  abundantly  firom  the  sea. 
Iliey  even,  presented  us  with  several  turtles,  and  many  other 

.ieoKrellent  fUb.  The  wbmen  of  this  nation  do  not  use  the 
"herb  which  is  chewed  by  the  men,  but  each  of  them  carries  a 
'jtfonrd  sl^jell  Ailed  with  water  to  serve  them  for  drink.  ' 
'  This  nation  has  no  villages,  nor  even  any  huts  or  cabins, 
"their  onlv  sh^ter  consisting  in  certain  prodigiously  large  leave^ 
iiindor  wni^H  Ihey  are  pi*6tected  from  the  scotching  heat  of 
the  sun.  Wtl^n  employed  in  fishing,  i^ach  individual  carries 
one  of  ithese  enormous  Jeaves,  which  his  sticks  into  the  ground 

-  directly  between  him  and  the  sun,  and  is  thus  enabled  to  con- 
.  /  ceal  himself  entirely  under  its  shade ;  and  although  this  is  not 

^^k  sufiicioit  protection  against  rain,  it  is  wonderful  how  little 
'iridn  falls  in  this  country..   This  island  has  many  animals  bf 

^Viinouf  fcin^t,  all  of  ^hich  have  only  very  dirty  water  for 
drinking. 

!^  Finding  no  prospect  of  advantage  at  this  island,  we  went 
'fh)m  it  to^imomer  in  hope  of  proeunng  a  supply  of  water.  At 
pur  first  iigiding,  we  beheved  this  other  island  to  be  uninhabit- 
ed, as  we  saiw  no  people  on  i|;s  coast  at  our  arrival;  but  on 
*'^.  walking  dong  t^e  beach,  we  noticed  the  prints  of  human  feet 
'of  such  uncommon  magnitude,  that  if  the  rest  of  the  body 

;were  of  similar  proportions,  the  natives  must  be  of  astonish- 
'ing  size-  We  ajt  length  noticed  a  path  which  led  into  the 
country,  which  nine  of  us  determined  to  pursue,  that  we 
might  explore  the  island,  as  we  imagined  it  was  of  small 
size,  and  could  not  consequently  have  many  inhabitants. 
Having  advanced  near  a  league,  we  observed  five  cabins  in  a 
,  valley 
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ftJley  which  we  believed  to  be  inhabited ;  and  going  intp 
these,  we  found  five  women,  two  of  whom  were  old,  and 
three  of  them  young,  all  of  whom  were  of  most  unusnal  sta- 
ture, so  that  we  were  much  amazed.  On  their  side,  likewise^ 
they  were  so  much  astonished  at  our  i^pearance,  that  the^ 
were  even  unable  to  run  away  from  us.  The  old  women 
qwke  kindlv  to  us  in  their  language,  and  all  of  them  accom- 
panying us  mto  one  of  their  huts,  presented  us  with  plenty  of 
their  victuals.  All  of  these  women  were  taller  than  the  tal- 
lest men  oif  our  country,  being  as  tall  even  as  Frarui'sco  de  Albi' 
do  ',  but  better  proportioned  than  any  of  us.  After  consulting 
togcthei:,  we  agreed  among  ourselves  to  carry  o£P  the  young  w6- 
men  by  force,  that  we  mignt  shew  them  in  Spain  as  objects  of 
wonder)  but,  while  conversing  together  op  this  project,  about 
t!arty>six  of  their  men  b^(an  tu  enter  the  cabin.  These  men 
were  much  taller  than  the  won^en,  and  of  such  handsome  pro- 
portions that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  behold  them.  They  were 
armed  with  bows,  arrows,  spears,  and  large  clubsj  and 
in^ired  us  with  such  dread  that  we  anxiously  wished  our- 
selves safe  back  at  the  ships.  On  entering,  they  b^an  to  talk 
among  themselves,  and  we  suspected  that  th^  were  delibe- 
rating upon  making  us  prisoners,  on  which  account  we  con- 
sulted together  how  we  should  act  for  own  safety.  Some  of  our 
party  proposed  to  attack  them  in  the  hut,  while  other*  thought  it 
would  be  safer  to  do  so  in  the  open  ffrbund,  and  the  rest  were 
against  proceeding  to  extremities  tiU  we  were  quite  certain  of 
the  intentions  of  the  natives.  We  accordingly  stole  out  of 
the  eabin,  ^nd  resumed  the  path  which  led  towards  the  shore. 
The  men  followed  us  at  the  distance  of  a  stone»- throw,  always 
speaking  among  themselves,  and  apparently  as  much  afraid 
of  us  as  we  were  of  them, ;  for  when  we  stopped  they  did  the 
same,  and  only  continued  to  advance  as  we  retreated,  always 
keeping  at  a  respectful  distance.  When  at  leneth  we  reach- 
ed the  boats,  and  had  pushed  off  from  the  shore,  they  all 
leapt  into  the  sea,  and  shot  a  number  of  their  arrows  against 
of  which  we  were  not  now  in  much  fear.     We  fired  two 


us. 


shots  among  them,  more  for  the  purpose  of  intimidation  than 
of  killing  them ;  ^nd  scared  by  the  report,  they  all  fled  away 
into  the  woods,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  them.    Ail  of  these 

peopio 


8  This  person  was  probabljr^a  noted  ^iant,  or  remarkably  tall  man,  then 
•f  St: 


well  known  in  the  louth  of  Europe :  Or  it  may  refer  to  a  coloml  inuM 
ItFrancii.— E.-        :  ■'.'•    '  ■*     •■.■--  ■.','■    •■  •;■■•■•_> 
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people  went  naked,  as  has  been  said  of  the  other  natives 
whom  we  had  seen  ;  and  on  account  of  the  prodigious  size 
of  these  men,  we  named  this  place  the  isknd  of  Giants. 

Fkoceeding  on  our  voyage  at  no  great  distance  from  this 
hut  phioe,  we  had  frequent  encounters  with  the  natives,  as 
the^  were  unwilling  to  allow  of  any  thing  being  taken  from 
their  country.  On  this  account,  and  b^uee  our  stock  of 
provisions  had  become  scanQr,  as  we  had  been  near  a  year  at 
-sea,  we  resolved  on  returning  to  Spain.  Since  our  departure 
from  the  Cape  Verde  islands,  we  had  been  always  in  the  tor- 
rid zone,  and  had  twice  crossed  the  equator,  insomuch  that 
Ihe  remaining  provisions  in  our  ships  were  much  injured  by 
the  htet  of  the  climate.  In  prosecuting  our  determination 
of  returning  home,  it  pleased  God  to  conduct  us  to  a  place 
/or  rqMiiing.  our  vessels,  where  we  found  a  people  who  re- 
•ceived  us  with  much  kindness,  and  from  whcxn  we  procured 
a  J^eat  number  of  oriental  pearls.  During  forty-seven  days 
whicb  we  q)ent  among  this  tribe,  we  purchased  an  hundred 
4snd  nineteen  fine  pearls,  at  an  expence  not  exceedins  forty 
ducats ;  as  we  oav^  them  in  return  bells,  mirrors,  ana  beads 
4>f  gkus  and  amber  of  very  little  value.  For  one  bell  we  could 
'■  4>btain  as  many  pearls  as  we  pleased  to  take.  We  also  learn- 
ed where  and  how  they  procured  their  pearls,  and  they  even 
gave  us  many  of  the  oysters  in  which  th^  are  found,  several 
«f  which  we  ukewise  Iwught,  in  some  of  which  we  found  an 
hundred  and  thirty  pearls,  but  in  c^ers  considerably  fewer. 
,  Unless  when  perfectly  ripe,  and  quite  detached  from  the 
'  ahdls  in  which  they  grow,  they  are  very  imperfect,  for 
1^  ihey  widier  and  come  to  nothing,  as  I  have  frequently  ex- 
f  fienenoedj  but  when  ripe,  they  separate  from  among  the 
ilesh,  except  that  they  then  merely  stick  to  it,  and  these  are 
idways  the  best. 

After  a  stay  of  forty-seven  days  at  this  place  in  great  friend- 
ship with  the  natives,  we  took  our  departure,  and  went  to  the 
'  island  of  AntUia  ',  which  was  discovered  a  few  years  ago  by 
C9irii>t(^her  Columbus,  where  we  remained  two  months  and 
two  days  repairing  our  vessels  and  procuring  necessaries  for 
tht  voyage  home.    During  our  stay  there  we  suffered  many 

UisiUto 

6  The  bland  of  Hispaniola  is  certainly  here  meant,  to  which  Araericui 

,;  Ims  choien  to  give  the  fabuloiu  or  hypothetical  name  of  Antilia,  fonnerly 

mtatimffd ;  p^hapa  with  the  concealed  intention  of  depreciating  the  grand 

discovery  of  Columbus,  by  insinuating  that  the  Antillei  were  kaovn  loof 

before  his  voyage^— £. 
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ioiults  from  the  Christian  inhabitants,  the  particulars  of  which 
are  heie  omitted  to  avoid  prolixity  Leaving  that  island  on 
the  22d  of  July,  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  Cadis  on  the  eighth 
of  September  s  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks,  where  we  were 
honourably  received )  having  thus,  by  the  blessing  of  Ood» 
finished  our  second  voyage. 


SscTiON  Hi. 
The  Third  Foyage  of  Americus  fespueius. 

While  I  was  at  Seville  recovering  from  the  fatigues  of  my 
late  voyages,  and  intending  again  to  visit  the  Land  of  Pearls, 
it  hi^spened  that  Emanuel  kmg  of  Portugal  chose,  for  what 
reMon  I  know  not,  to  send  me  a  letter  by  a  messenger,  ear* 
nestiy  desiring  my  immediate  presence  at  Lisbon,  where  he  en- 
gaged to  do  much  for  my  advantage.  I  signified  by  the  mes- 
senger that  I  was  entirely  disposed  to  complv  with  the  com- 
mands of  his  majesty,  but  was  then  ill,  and  should  certainly 
evince  mv  obedience  if  I  recovered.  I'he  king  of  Portugal 
afterwaras  sent  Julian  Bartholomew  Jocimdus  from  Lisbon, 
with  orders  to  use  his  endeavours  to  bring  me  with  him  to  the 
royal  presence;  and  as  all  my  acquaintances  uiged  me  against 
attempting  another  voyage  on  account  of  my  bad  hedth,  I 
was  obliged  to  comply,  and  immediately  departed  firom  Spain, 
where  I  nad  been  very  honourably  entertained,  the  king  even 
having  conceived  a  good  opinion  of  me,  and  so  great  was  the 
urgency  that  I  set  out  without  taking  leave  of  my  host  On 
presentmg  myself  to  Emanuel,  I  was  gradouslv  received,  and 
strongly  urged  to  go  along  with  three  of  hu  ships  which  had 
been  fitted  out  for  discovering  new  countries ;  and  as  the  re- 
quests of  kings  are  equivalent  to  commands,  I  consented  to 
his  desire. 

I  accordingly  departed  from  Lisbon  with  the  three  ships 
belonging  to  nis  majesty  on  the  10th  of  Mav  1501.  We 
steered,  m  the  first  place,  for  the  Canaries,  aner  which  we 
proceeded  for  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  where  during  three 
days  stay  we  took  a  prodigious  number  of  certain  fishes  which 
are  called  Phargu  From  thence  we  went  to  that  part  of  Ethio- 

'  pia 

7  Though  not  mentioned  b  the  text,  this  date  must  have  been  of  th» 
year  150S  { or  at  least  intended  to  be  so  understood  by  A^nertcui— E. 
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bia  which  is  caUed  Besilica  ■ ,  which  is  situated  in  the  torrid 
zone  and  first  climate,  in  14<>  of  north  latitude.  We  here  re- 
mained for  eleven  days,  taking  in  wood  and  water  to  etoable 
its  to  continue  our  voyage  through  the  southern  Atlantic. 
Leaving  this  port  with  a  S.E.  wind,  we  arrived  in  about 
sixty-seven  days  at  a  certain  isiattd  which  is  700  leagues  t6 
the  S.E.  of  the  before-mentioned  port.  During  this  voyaae, 
we  suffered  prodigiously,  owine  to  the  tempestuous  weather 
which  we  encountered,  e^peciaUy  near  the  equator.  At  that 
place  it  was  winter  in  the  month  of  June,  the  days  uid  nights 
were  of  equ)al  liength,  and  our  shi^ows  were  always  tii^ards  the 
south.  At  lengpi  it  pleaiied  the  Almighty  to  conduct  us  to  a 
ikew  country  bn  the  17th  bf  AusUst,  where  we  catti'e  tb  an- 
chor about  a  league  and  a  hAlf  hrom  the  shore;  to  which  we 
went  in  our  boats  to  see  whether  it  were  inhabited.  We  a6> 
cordingly  found  that  it  was  full  of  inhabitants,  who  were 
worse  wan  beasts ;  though  at  our  first  landing  we  could  not 
iee  any  of  the  natives,  we  yet  saw  by  numerous  traces  on  the 
iihore  that  the  country  was  very  populous.  We  took  posses- 
sion of  this  land  for  tne  king  of  Ouitile  *,  finding  it  in  all  ap- 
pearance fertile  and  pteasaht.  This  place  is  five  degrees  be- 
yond the  equator  to  the  south.  After  die  ceremony  of  taking 
ipossessiotl,  live  return^  to  our  ships  \  and  as  we  required  a 
8ii)p^P)rof  Wood  aVi'd  Water,  we  went  on  shore  next  day  for 
that  purpose.  While  employed  on  that  service,  we  saw  some 
natives  on  die  top  of  a  hill  at  some  distance,  who  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  come  towards  us.  They  were  all  naked; 
and  of  a  similar  colour  and  appearance  with  those  we  had 
seen  in  the  former  voyages.  As  we  had  not  been  able  to 
have  any  intercourse  with  the  natives,  we  left  some  bells, 
looking-glasses,  and  other  trifles  for  them  on  the  ground, 
when  we  retntned  to  olir  ships  in  the  evening.  When  they 
^aw  lis  at  scfme  distance  frokn  the  shore,  they  came  down  from 
the  hill  to  where  we  had  been,  and  shewed  many  tokens  of 
surprise  at  the  things  we  had  left. 

As  we  had  only  provided  ourselves  with  water  at  this  first 
trip,  we  proposed  going  on  shore  next  day,  when  we  saw 
numbers  of  the  natives  making  several  fires  and  smokes  along 
the  shore,  as  if  inviting  us  to  land.  Yet  when  wc  actually 
landed,  thou^  great  numbers  of  people  collected  at  some  dis- 
«'  ^  .  tance, 

1  Awureidly  Brasil  is  here  meantj  yet  the  latitude  is  absurdly  erroneous. ^r. 

2  This  must  necessarily  be  an  error,  as  he  now  sailed  in  the  serrice  of 
the  king  of  Portugal. — E. 
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,l(ance,  they  oould  noi  be  ipduoed  to  jcnn  ui.  j^et  made  tugnals 
for  us  to  go  farther  into  the  land  along  with  diem.     On  this 
account,  two  of  owr  inen  who  were  preparwl  for  exposing 
themselves  to  such  dangers  ^,  on  purpose  to  learn  what  kind 
of  people  these  were,  and  whether  they  possessed  any  spice* 
or  rich  commodities,  asked  permission  from  the  commander 
of  our  shu)8  to  go  with  the  natives,  and  took  a  numli^r  of 
trinkets  along  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  barter.    They 
accordingly  set  off,  engaging  to  retui*!!  to  the  shore  at  the  end 
of  five  days,  and  we  returned  to  the  ships.  Eight  davs  elapsed 
without  seeing  any  thing  of  our  men,  during  i^ll  which  time 
many  of  the  natives  came  down  every  day  to  the  beach,  but 
would  never  enter  into  any  intercourse  with  us.     On  thA 
eighth  day  we  went  again  on  shore,  where  we  found  that  the 
.natives  were  accompanied  by  great  numbers  of  their  women  | 
but  as  soon  as  we  advanced  towards  them  the  men  withdrew^ 
^ct  sent  many  cf  their  women  to  meet  us,  who  seemed  exceed* 
ingly  shy  and  much  afraid.  On  this  account  we  sent  forwards 
A  btout  active  young  man,  thinking  that  the  women  would  be 
less  afraid  of  one  thaii  of  many,  and  we  returned  to  our  boats. 
The  women  all  flocked  about  the  young  man,  touching  and  ex- 
amininff  him  with  eaaer  cdriosity,  whUe  another  woman  came 
down  the  mountain,  having  a  large  spear  in  her  hand,  with 
which  ishe  pierced  the  youth,  who  fell  dead  immediately,  lie 
women  then  dragged  his  dead  body  by,  the  feet  to  the  moun* 
tain }  and  the  men  came  down  to  uie  shore  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  and  began  to  shoot  at  us  to  our  great  alalm,  as 
our  boats  dragged  on  tne  sand,  the  water  being  very  shallow, 
so  that  we  weife  unable  to  get  quickly  out  of  their  way.     For 

Cainetitaie  we  had  not  presence  of  mmd  to  take  to  our  arms^V 
ut  ai(  length  we  shot  off  four  pieces  against  them ;  and  al- ' 
though  none  of  the  natives  were  hit,  they  were  so  astonished  " 
at;  the  reports,  that  they  all  fled  to  the  mountain,  where  the; 
joined  the  women  who  had  killed  our  young  man.  We  could 
now  see  them  cut  his  body  in  pieces,  which  they  held  up  to 
our  view,   after  which  they  roasted  these  at  a  large  fire,  and 
eat  tliem.     By  signs,  likewise,  they  made  us  understand  that 
thcnr  had  killed  and  eaten  our  two  men  who  went  mnong  them  , 
eight  days  before^     We  were  sore  grieved  at  the  savage  bru- 

•'  3  Perliftpf  nalefacton,  who  have  been  formerly  mentioned  in  the  early 
t*ortuguese  voyages  to  India«  ai  employed  in  nwh  hazardous  conunisslons 
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taU^  of  these  people,  ineomoeli  that  for^  of  us  resoWecl  to 
go  on  thoie  ana  attack  them  in  revenge  of  their  ierocioM 
emehy  (  btit  onr  commander  would  on  no  account  pcnnit  uij 
inid  we  were  forced  to  depart  unrevenged  and  mucli  ^eiatis- 
fiedt 

Leatiog  thit  saVage  country,  with  the  wind  at  E.S.E.  we  saw 
no  people  for  a  long  time  tliat  would  aUow  of  any  intereouree 
wim  them.     We  at  length  doubled  a  head-land,  which  we 
named  Cape  St  Vincent,  which  is  150  leagues  frmn  the  place 
idbere  our  men  were  slain  towards  the  east,  this  new  land 
stretdiing  out  in  a  S.  W.  direction.    This  cape  is  eight  de- 
nees  beyond  the  equinoctial  Une  towards  the  south  ^.    Con- 
ttmiing  our  voyage  b^ond  this  ci^,  we  siuled  slong  the  coast 
of  a  country  hitherto  unvisited,  and  one  day  saw  a  vast  num- 
ber of  people  who  seemed  greatly  to  admire  both  oursdves 
and  the  size  of  our  vessels.    Having  broi^ht  our  vessels  to 
anchor  in  a  safe  place,  we  landed  among  these  natives,  whom 
wie  found  of  much  milder  dispositions  than  those  we  were  hwt 
among,  yet  it  cost  us  much  trouble  and  patience  to  make  them 
fioniliar  with  us,  but  we  at  length  succeeded  in  nrakine  them 
our  friends,  and  remained  five  days  among  them,  tramdcing 
for  ^nch   articles  as  their  country  produml :  Among  theSe 
were  su^r-canes,  green  reeds,  great  quantities  of  unripe  fiffs, 
some  ()i  which  we  likewise  found  ripe  on  the  tops  of  Uie 
trees.    We  agreed  to  take  awav  two  of  the  natives  from 
hence,  that  we  might  learn  their  language,  apd  three  of  then^ 
accompanied  us  to  Portugal  of  their  own  accord. 
>ir    Leaving  this  harbour  with  the  wind  at  S.  W.  we  proceeded 
along  the  land,  keeping  it  always  in  sight,  and  keeping  up 
frequent  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants,  until  we  at  length 
went  beyond  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  so  &r  south  that  the 
south  pole  became  elevated  thirty-two  HitmxA  above  the  hori- 
son  '.    We  had  already  lost  sight  of  the  Ursa  Minor ;  die 
Ursa  Major  appeared  very  low,  almost  touching  the  norUiern 

horizon; 

4  Coald  we  trait  to  the  poeition  hi  the  test,  lit.  S«  8<  this  voyage  muit 
have  been  upon  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  the  cape  named  St  Vincent  bf 
Americua  ought  to  be  that  now  called  St  Avgustinet  Indeed  in  a  Nbao- 
|]uent  passage  of  this  same  voyage  he  gives  this  cape  that  name.— £. 

*  '  5  Lat.  3S«  $.  as  in  the  text,  would  brine  this  voyage  of  Americas  all 
down  the  coast  of  Brazil  almost  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  GranJe,  or  of  St 
fidro,  now  the  boundary  between  Ftortagueee  America  and  the  Spanish 

•  vicerejraky  of  Buettoe  Ayres.-^E. 
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horicon  i  and  we  had  now  to  ffuide  our  coun^  by  the  new  ttart 
of  anodier  hemiapheret  wmch  are  more  numerous,  larger^ 
and  biiMhter  than  those  of  our  pole.  On  this  account,  I  de« 
fineated  the  figures  of  many  of  these  new  constellations,  espe- 
cially of  the  largest,  and  took  their  declinations  on  the  trackft 
which  they  describe  around  the  south  pole,  together  with  the 
measurement  of  the  diameters  and  semidiameters  of  dieir 
tracks,  as  shall  be  found  in  the  history  of  my  four  voyngeb 
which  I  am  preparing  for  publication.  In  this  long  course^ 
beginning  from  Cape  St  Augustine',  we  had  run  700 
leagues  iuong  the  coast ;  100  of  these  towards  the  west,  and 
600  towards  the  S.W.  ^  Were  I  to  attempt  enumerating 
every  thing  we  saw  in  this  long  and  arduous  navi|ation,  my 
letter  would  esceed  all  bounds.  We  found  few  things  of  any 
value,  except  great  numbers  ofe«tsia  trees,  and  many  otherti 
which  produce  certain  nuts,  to  describe  which  and  many 
other  curious  things  would  occasion  great  prolixity.  We 
spent  ten  months  in  this  voyage,  but  finding  no  precious  mi- 
nerals, we  agreed  to  bend  our  course  to  a  differait  quarter. 
Acconlingly  orders  were  issued  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  wood  and 
water  for  six  months,  as  our  pilots  concluded  that  oUr  vessels 
were  able  to  continue  so  much  longer  at  sea. 

Having  provided  ourselves  for  continuing  the  voyage,  we 
departed  with  a  south-east  wind,  and  on  the  ISth  of  Febru- 
ary, when  the  sun  had  already  begun  to  approach  the  equi'- 
noctial  on  its  way  to  our  northern  hemisphere,  we  had  gone 
so  far  that  the  soudi  pole  was  elevated  fifty-two  degrees  above 
the  horizon,  so  that  we  had  now  lost  sight  not  only  of  the 
Less  but  of  the  Great  Bear;  and  by  the  3d  of  April  we  had 
got  500  leaffues  from  the  place  of  our  last  departure  '.  On 
that  day,  Sd  April,  so  fierce  a  tempest  arose  at  S.W.  that  we 
had  to  take  in  all  our  sails  and  scud  under  bare  poles,  the  sea 
running  mountains  high,  and  all  our  people  in  great  fear. 
The  nights  now  were  very  lona,  as  on  the  7th  April,  when 
the  sun  is  near  the  sign  of  Aries,  we  found  them  to  last  fif- 
teen 
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'tS  Obviously  the  same  cape  which  was  called  St  Vincent  only  a  little 
way  btfore,  and  which  now  receive*  its  true  name^— £. 

7  The  difference  of  latitude  between  Cape  St  Augustine  and  the  Rio 
Grande,  is  S4  degrees,  or  480  leagues,  and  their  difference  of  longitude  17 
degrees  or  340  l«igues.— £. 

8  The  circumstances  in  the  text  would  indicate  that  Americus  had  now 
run  down  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America,  almost  to  the  entrance  of  the 
Straits  of  MageUan.~E. 


teen  houn,  the  winter  now  beginnin^^  While  driving  amid 
this  tempest,  we  descried  knd  on  the  2d  of  April '  at  abcM 
twenty  uMgues  distance.  We  found  this  land  altogether  baiv 
ren,  without  harbours,  and  destitute  of  inhabitants,  in  mf 
opinion  because  the  intense  cold  would  render  it  almost  im- 
possible fia*r  any  one  to  live  there '". 

We  had  undergone  such  fiitigue  and  danger  from  this 
stonn,  that  all  now  agreed  to  return  towards  Portugal;  ye( 
on  the  tbllowing  day  we  were  assailed  by  a  fresh  tempest  of 
such  violence  that  every  one  expected  to  be  overwhelmed  by 
its  fury.  In  thi^  extremity,  our  sailors  made,  many  vows  of 
pilgrimages  for  their  safety,  and  performed  mftny  ceremonies 
according  to  the  customs  of  sea-faring  men.  We  were  driven 
by  this  terrible  storm  for  five  days  without  a  single  rag  of 
sail,  in  which  time  we  proceedeil  250  leagues  oh  the  ocean* 
approaching  towards  the  equator,  the  temperature  of  the  sea 
and  air  always,  improving,  tiU  at  length,  by  the  cessation  of 
the  stoiin,  it  pleased  God  to  relieve  us  from  our  danger.  In 
this  course  our  direction  was  towards  the  N.N.E.  because  we 
wished  to  attain  the  coast  of  Africa,  fron)  which  we  were  1300 
leagues  distant  across  the  Atlantic ).  and.  by  the,  blessing  of 
the  Almighty,  we  arrived  on  the  lOth  of  May  at  tl^at  provmce 
which  is  nam^  Sierra  Leone^  where  we  remained  fifteen 
days  for  refreshments,  and  to  rest  ourselves  from  the  fatigues 
of  our  long  and  perilous  voyage.  From  thence  we  steered 
for  the  Azores,  distant  750  ieaaues  from.  Sierra  Leone,  aiid 
arrived  there  near  the  end  of  July,  where  likiewise  we  stopped 
fifteen  days  for  refreshments.  We  sailied  hence  for  our  port 
of  Lisbon,  whence  we  were  now  300  leagues  distant  to  the 
west,  and  arrived  there  by  the  aid  of  the  Almighty  in  1502  ", 
with  two  only  of  our  ships,  having  been  forced  to  bum  the 
other  at  Sierra  Leone,  as  it  was  incapable  of  being  navigated 
uny  farther.     During  this  third  voytige  we  were  absent  about 

sixteen 

9  The  tempest  has  been  already  stated  as  beginning  on  the  Sd  of  April, 
whence  we  must  presume  the  present  date  in  the  text  to  be  a  typographical 
error,  perhaps  for  the  /iw^a/w-second. — t. 

10  From  the  high  latitutJe  oF  S-i"  9.  in  Which  they  were  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  storm,  and  the  direction  of  the  wind  from  the  S.W.  it 
seems  highly  probable  that  this  barren  lanU  was  what  is  now  called  the  Falk« 
land  l8lands.->-£. 

11  Though  not  mentioned  in  the  text,  we  inay  conclude,  from  the  time 
occupied  in  this  voyage,  as  indicated  a  little  farther  on,  that  Americus  re- 
turned to  Lisbon  in  August  1502,  the  voyage  having  commenced  in  May 
1501,  and  lasted  sixteen  montlu. — ^£. 
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lixteen  monthl,  eleven  of  wbkh  we  htd.uiki  wiUnrnt  sight 
of  the  north  Star  or  of  the  Greater  and  Leiser  Bears,  during 
whieh  time  we  directed  our  ooUrse  by  tlie  other  stars  of  thi 
eoutliem  pole. 

Section  1\,  j, 

The  Fourth  Voyage  ofAmkriau  Vespuciuk* 

It  niow  remains  for  me  to  inform  your  majesty  of  what 
things  I  saw  during  my  fourth  voyage.  But,  both  because 
I  hiive  already  satiated  your  nugesty  by  long  narration,  and 
because  this  last  voyage  hdd  an  unlucky  end,  owing  to  a. 
oreat  misfortune  which  befel  us  in  a  cettaiu  bay  of  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean,  1  shall  be  brief  in  my  present  account.  We  sailed 
fipom  Lisbon  with  six  ships  under  the  comnia^id  of  an  admi-, 
ral,  being  bound  for  a  certain  island  towards  ihe  horizon  ', 
named  Metcha*,  famous  for  its  riches  and  as  a  station  for 
vessels  of  ail  kinds  trading  between  the  Oangetic  wd  Indian 
seas ',  as  Cadiz  is  the  great  intermediate  harbour  for  the 
ships  of  all  nations  sailing  between  the  west  of  Eurt^  and 
the  Levant.  To  this  port  of  Melcha  the  course  is  by  the. 
famous  emporium  of  Calicut,  from  which  Meldia  is  farther  tqi. 
the  cast  and  south  \  .  ,. 

Departinff  from  Lisbon  on  the  10th  of  May  160S,  we  saik 
ed  to  the  (^pe  Verd  islands,  where  we  renamed  twelve  dayi> 
taking  in  various  necessaries  for  the  voyage,  when  we  set  sail 
with  a  S.  £.  wind,  the  admiral,  contrary  tp  all  our  opinions, 
merely  that  he  might  presumptuously  shew  himself  to  be  com- 
mander over  us  and  our  si^  ships,  insisting  upon  going  to 
Sierra  Leone,  in  southern  fithiopm^  which  was  altogether. 

unnccessary..v 

■  ■■       .  '       .      .  .  .  ' 

,   1  Such  is  the  expreulon  in  the  original,  the  «<u/«rs  horizon  being  a*. 

Mmefi  apparently  by  way  of  eminence. — 1>. 

s  As  written  by  an  Italian,  Melcha  has  the  sound  of  Melka,  and  the 
place  here  indicated  is  obviously  the  city  of  Malacca  in  the  Malayan  penin- 
sula, long  a  famous  emporium  for  the  trade  of  eastern  India  and  China.— 
£•  .J 

s  The  Bay  of  Bengal  and  sea  of  China.— E.  « 

4  In  the  original  these  positions  are  thus  unaccountably  misrepresented, 
«•  literally  translated:  "  Melcha  is  more  to  the  wett,  and  Calicut  more  to 
tUe  iouth  i  being  situated  S3*  from  the  Antarctic  pole."— E. 

It  would  appear  from  some  circumstances  in  the  sequel,  that  this  fleets 
was  directed  to  visit  Brazil  «n  its  way  to  India  ;  and  that  the  ukimate  ob*  f 
ilect  of  the  Voyage  WM  fhiitrated  through  its  early  misfortunes.*— ]E.  ^  '^ 
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Oil  wrhring  in  tight  of  chat  place  a  diaadAil 
■lorm  aroM  i*  a  directimi  oppodte  to  oar  cottne«  ao  thatdi^ 
rii^  foar  dayt,  we  were  not  ontjr  uni^la  to  attain  ovr  dertinai 
object,  but  were  forced  to  retrace  our  former  oottfat.  Bgr  tkia 
wuid  at  £LS.  W.  ^  we  were  driven  :}00  leagues  into  the  oceani 
insomuch  that  we  got  almost  Aree  degrees  beyond  the  line, 
when  to  our  no  small  joy  we  came  in  si^t  of  land  distant 
twelve  leagues'.  This  waa  a  vary  high  islam!  in  the  middle  of 
the  ocean,  rather  exceeding  two  leagues  long  and  about  mie 
lei^e  bruod,  in  which  no  human  being  had  ever  been,  yet 
was  it  to  ns  most  unfturtunate,  as  on-  it  onr  commandtr  loat 
his  vessel  by  his  own  fttlly  and  bad  managerioent  This  \m^ 
pened  on  the  night  of  St  Lawrence,  or  lOdi  of  August,  when 
nb  ship  strudc  upon  a  rock,  and  soon  after  sunk  with  every 
thing  on  board,  the  crew  only  being  saved.  This  ship  was 
of  SOO  tons  burthen,  and  in  it  we  kwt  the  main  power  of  all 
our  hopes.  While  all  were  F^ins  about  the  sinkinff  vessel« 
and  usii^  our  endeavours  to  save  her,  I  was  ordered  fay  the 
admiral  to  go  in  a  boat  to  the  island,  to  see  if  auy  good  har- 
bour coidd  be  found  ibr  the  reception  of  our  mkis.  He 
wouM  not  allow  me^  *  however,  to  use  my  own  ship^  on  diit 
advice,  whidk  was  manned  by  nine  of  my  sailors,  because  it 
tms  required  for  aiding  his  own  ship*  so  that  I  had  to  go  in 
another  boat  with  only  four  or  five  men,  the  admiral  engag- 
ing to  restore  my  own  when  I  had  ibond  a  harbour.  I  made 
the  best  of  my  way  to  the  island,  from  which  we  were  now  onlv 
four  leagues,  and  soon  (bund  ui  excellont  Imrbour  whicn 
could  have  contained  our  whole  fleet  I  remained  here  eight 
days,  anxiously  looking  for  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  and  our 
squadnm,  whose  non-appearance  gave  me  greiU;  uneasiness^ 
and  so  greatly  dismayed  the  people  who  were  with  me  that 
they  were  reduced  almost  to  despair.  While  in  this  forlorn 
conditi(Hi,  we  espied  on  the  eighth  day  a  sail<on  the  horizon, 
and  went  off  immediately  in  our  boat  to  meet  them,  hopdiil 
that  they  would  take  us  to  a  better  port  On  getting  up  with 
this  vessel,  we  were  informed  that  the  admirals  ship,  which  we 

had 

5  Ptr  suiutstium,  qid  ventus  est  inter  nuruSem  et  Ubeetium  :  Between 
the  S.  and  S.  W.  or  S.  S.  W.— £. 

6  Ptohapt  the  Mbmd  of  St  M«nhcw,  which  b  netriy  in  the  latitude  indi- 
cated in  the  text«  and  abont  the  ^itance  mentioned  from  Sierra  Lcoas  l  yet 
it  n  difficult  to  concetre  how  they  covid  get  there  with  a  atorm  at  8.S.  W. 
aa  the  course  ie  S.  S>  £•  from  Sierra  Leone.^ — £. 

7  Such  is  theltttfri  mctniat  of  ^k  drighial,  yet  I  suspect  Aoiericssbers 
meant  his  largett  best.— E. 
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\MMMy  umtUwaioc  gave  iu  vast  mwniaiw,  as  me  wcpe 
1000  iMigoet  from  uaboR.  Birt  potting  <mr  trvit  in  Pro^- 
icUooe,  wt  returned  with  the  ship  to  ths  befiMre^mentioncd 
idand*  oapttrpoietotaha  in  wpodand  waterfor  the  voyi^ 

This  idand  wae  wild  and  uninhabited,  but  had  manv  ple»- 
etnt  rille  of  a»eeli<nt  watar«  with  great  abundance  of  owes, 
and  pracHgioua  nuniben  bodi  of  land  and  water*fowl,  which 
were  ao  tame,  ftva  being  nnamMtomeH  to  man,  that  th^ 
allowed  themiehrea  to  be  caug^  by  hand,  ao  that  we  cai4|^ 
MUkangr  aa  filled  one  of  our  bueiti.  Thebnlv  quadrupeds  wei« 
Muige  rata,  and  liaaida  harinjy;  focked  Uub,  beudet  which  there 
were  aeira>al  •erpentp.  Havinr  taken  in  $uch  refrcshmentf  as 
the  i»fauid  affi>nled,  we  set  fail  on  a  fil&W.  course,  the  king 
havu^  ordered  na  to  IbUew  the  sane  direction  we  had  piw- 
•ued  in  our  preceding  voyage.  We  Pt  lengthreached  «  port, 
to  whi^  we  gave  the  name  of  the  Bay  of  all  £bints  ',  whidi 
we  reached  ip  seventeen  days  i^ul,  being  favoured  with  a  iiur 
wind,  although  SOO  leagues  (fistance  fnMnthe  befi)re-menti9!Q- 
ed  island  '.  Akhoush  we  waited  here  two  months  and  fiwr 
days,  we  were  not  joined  by  any  of  the  ships  belonging  to 
our  squadron.  It  was  therefore  agreed  upon  betwe«i  the 
master  and  me  to  proceed  farther  ak>ng  this  coast,  iduch  we 
did  accordingly  for  V60  leagues  to  a  certain  harbour,  where 
we  determine  upon  erectii^  a  fi>rt,  in  which  we  left  twenty- 
four  of  our  men  who  had  been  saved  out  of  the  admirals  ship***. 
We  remained  five  QM>nths  at  th^  harbour,  occupied  in  tMuld- 
tngtibe  ibrt,  and  inioading  our  ships  with  Braalri^ood}  our 
atsf  beini^  protracted  bv  the  small  number  of  our  hands  and 
the  magnitude  of  our  Iwour,  so  that  we  only  made  ak)w  pro- 

Having  finished  our  labours,  we  detemuned  on  returning 
to  Portugal,  for  which  we  required  a  wind  that  would  allow 
ns  to  bold  a  NJff.E.  ooorse.  We  left  tm&o^4oxa  of  our  men 
in  the  fort,  with  twelve  cannon,  abundance  of  other  wei^ana, 

and 
.  a  l»i^i»i^miitOmuwitSaMUorumJbhatimH,^XmVKhmMuimtSLy 
ke  Babis  dottodm  Ipt  SantM,  in  lat  is*  S.  on  tbe  coast  of  Bn»L—£. 

9  The  distance  between  the  island  of  9t  IKatthew,  and  ^  Biy  of  AH 
Srints,  is  Bot  lew  than  «oo  Icagnes,  or  tkiitjr  dq^rtcs ;  yet  tkatdiMOee 
aaight  certainly  be  run  in  seventeen  days  with  a  £iir  wind.— -E. 

10  The  number  of  leagues  mentioned  in  the  text  would  lead  us  te  the 
Bay  of  Santos  on  the  coast  (tf  B  raz'd,  in  latitude  twenty-fi^urdcsrees  S,  but 
in  the  text  this  fint  attempt  to  colonize  Brazil  u  said  to  have  been  in  lati< 
tude  eighteen  degrees  S.  ne«r  vhidh  tbe  hubour  now  named  A&rolhpt  is  d- 
tuated.— £. 
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in       TUf  Navigatitm  ^Ai  Vetpuehu,  vamt  ii.  Mok  n, 

M  pmridoni  fbr  fix  montht,  baviug  entered  intp  •  treaty  of 
Ihelidihb  with  the  iMtivn.  O'theee  I  omit  any  pertioiilar 
ikttio)»t;  •Ithooi^  We  Mw  "TKKt  nambert  of  them,  ami  had  mucfc 
and  frcmietit  mterooiine  with  them  daring  our  long  itaT  | 
having  penetrated  about  fbrtjr  leaguet-into  the  interior  of  mo 
^ooontiT,  accompanied  by  ihmj  of  the  nadvci.  In  that  expo- 
ditidn  I  Mw  many  thinn  worthy  of  notice,  which  I  do  not  here 
intett.bnt  Which  w^H  be  firand'in  mjbootKdewri^ir.i;  thj  fear 
VoyuMt.  'iTheiitttirtionpfthiefort  and  harf  -  '  Ji  «Htade 
18*  S.  and  ^5*  W.  longitude  from  LiaV  ,n.  '^e..*  g  this 
plate  we  iteeredoor  conne  N.N.E.  for  Ll»k.on,  <•%  whlcli  pkioe 
weaniVcd'in  8eTenr)r>aevep  daVt  afW  maii^  to.,  unddangen, 
on  the  S8th  Jafie  15(M.  W.>  we?  tt  «r<!  reoeivad  Tery  h<^ 
nourably^  even  beyond  odr  exp^t  >.  .^Ji,  the  vrliole  city  b»> 
lieving  WQ  had  perithed  on  the  ocean,  as  indt  3d  all  the  rtik 
of  oaf  oompanioni  dm,  through  the  pretamptuons  folly  of  omr 
cmnmander.  I  now  reiuain  m  Lisbon,  unknowing  what  may 
be  the  inteiMons  of  hit  mi^ty  reelecting  me,  tnon|^  I  ad^ 
ridl^  desiroub  of  resting  myidfmier  my  great  labonn. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


'MrMMAltT  or  TitE    DTSCOTEItlES    AND   flBmjCllEWTS  OF  TR« 
SPANIARDS   IN   TQE  WEST  INDIES,    FRdM   THE    DEATH  OF 

caixrsssvs,  to  the  expedition  of  hernakdo  cortbi| 

AOAIN8T  MttXICO  *. 


i'l' 


iNtRooecnoN  *. 

3'^HE  Sttrprizing  success  of  the  Spaniards,  in  reducing  so 
many  fine*  f'Tw''.  and  such  extensive,  rich,  and  fruiu 
countries  undei  ibnir  dominion  h  -"  <;hon  a  time,  has  oc- 
casioned many-  i»'i>v3  >.  >  jnceive  >uat  they  must  have  con^ 
ducted  their  at  j,.i ,  with  extraordinary  prudence,  and  with 
that  steadiness  of  character  for  which  ^^r  nation  has  always 


1  Uutitt  n.  40. 

9  Harris  II.  68.    T|m*  introdoctioii  ia  tr  anspowd  from  Hsrrit,  wlio  {dscw 
h  at  due  end  inttead  of  the  beginning  of  his  luimn'ary.— E. 
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been  remaHuMe.  Bat  on^  s  little  refl^dn  lil'flto  hlitmjr 
of  thcM'  (jvfnta,  wOi  ahew  that  they  acted  wMi  Imh  judgment 
and  good  conduct  tlian  could  have  been  expected  from  a  nation 
•o  renowned  for  wtadoiri.  In  truth,  the  wlN»le  of  these  rait 
acquitiiioi|s  were  derived  frtnn  the  valour  and  exertion*  (^  in- 
divlduals)  for  few  nations  can  boast  of  abler  poMtidana  or  h*M»«r 
and  more  expert  captoina,  than  the  three  great  men  to  v  Mtm 
Sbain  is  indebted  tor  its  ifdghtv  Mnpire  in  America.  'Vhc  r^t 
orthese  was  the  admiral  CoTuirnbiu,  who  discovered  tM  islant, 
and  paved  the  wa^  by  his  di>4eov«rie8  for  those  who  found  out 
and  eubdued  the  two  great  continen^l  empires  of  Ai  etica. 
The  next  was  Cortes,  and  the  third  Pisarrq,  bpih  men  of  r  f^ 
dible  valour  and  al)ility,  and  worthy  therefore  of  immortal  me. 
Let  us  compare  the  expeditKHi  oi  Nearchus  ifith  hat  oi  '«» 
lumbust  and  consider  wRh  how  great  a  fleet  and  whai  tt. 
number  of  men  and  able  connmanders,  the  Girecian  adniira* 
accomplished  so  small  a  discc  cry,  sailing  always  in  sight  -^ 
land,  a|id  only  trom  the  mouth  of  the  Indus  to  the  head 
the  Persian  Oulf:  Yet  how  gr'*at  a  figure  does  I)is  expediti 
make  in  the  works  of  the  greatest  authors  pif  antkpnty,  aiM 
what  mighty  rewards  were  bestcwed  upon  hini  for)iis  |Eervice& 
Columb'usj^  with  only  three  vessi  Is,  snialler  than  any  of  those 
of  Nearchus,  and  with  scarcely  any  encouragement  or  assist'^ 
ance  from  those  wlio  occompanie<i  him,  mjKle  the  surprising 
voyage  from  i^ain  to  the  West  Indies,  a  region  beiore  utterly 
unk^bitrii,  and  payed  the  way  for  wider  and  more  useful  con- 
qnests  than  accrued  to  Aleiiander  by  his  Indian  expedition, 
Let  us  compare  the  force  with  whit  h  Alexander  attadced  the 
Indians,  vet  failed  to  subdue  them,  with  the  handfuls  of  men 
commanded  by  Cortes  and  Pizarro  ;  and  we  shall  find  the 
latter  much  greater  conquerors  bF^ond  a)l  question,  09  ^ill 
be  more  clearly  seen  in  the  accounts  of  their  respective  expe«- 
ditions.  These  are  onlv  adduced  tor  the  present,  as  proofs 
that  it  was  not  to  the  wisiiom  of  the  Spanish  ^vernniient,  but  tp 
the  personalabiiities  of  those  individuals  who  were  aopidentally 
employed  in  its  service,  thait  these  events  were  owing.' 

W6  have  s?en  how  UngratefuHy  the  court  of  3pAin  treated 
the  first  and  great  discoverer  ot^the  New  World,  and  how 
fiur  it  was  from  «iat)ling  him  to  exert  his  great  capacity  in  its 
service.  After  lils  disgrace  and  death,  the  management  of 
the  affikirs  of  the  West  {ndies  fell  ahnost  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  Fonseca,  bishop  of  Burgos,  who  of  all  the  states- 
men bdonging  to  the  cmurt  of  Spain  was  least  fit  to  have  been 
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«ntru8tecl  witli  affiun  of  inch  importaace,  and  who  acoMcU 
ingly  misconducted  them  in  «  most  surprising  manner. 
Listening  on  the  one  hand  to  the  pn^osals  of  every  needy 
adventurw,  and  slighting  all  those  men  on  the  otiier  hand 
who  were  most  likely  to  nave  pushed  the  new  discoveries  to 
advantage,  by  the  knowledge  uiey  had  acquired  of  the  West 
Indies,  by  their  wise  conduct  in  the  settlement  of  the  new  colo- 
nies, and  the  power  they  possessed  for  prosecuting  farther  dis- 
coveries and  establishing  new  colonies ;  we  accordingly  find 
that  not  one  of  all  the  bishop's  instruments  succeeded  m  their 
projects,  but  uniformly  reduced  themselvestobeggaiy,  by  rashly 
engaging  in  enterprises  beyond  their  means  andabilities ;  while 
all  the  successful  undertakings  were  accomplished  by  persons 
employed  by  the  governors  of  colonies,  and  consequently  the 
Spanish  achninistration  at  home  had  no  right  to  take  any 
credit  to,  themselves  for  the  successful  issue  of  any  of  the  ex- 
peditions. 

The  only  favourites  of  Bisliop  Fonaeca  who  made  anv 
figure  in  the  world,  were  two  bad  men,  well  furnished  with 
impudmcc,  but  very  indifierently  provided  with  talents  or 
abilities.  The  fii'st'  of  these,  Americus  Vespucius,  was  made 
chief  pilot  of  Spain  by  the  interest  of  his  patron,  and  had 
all  the  journals  of  discoveries  communicated  to  him,  from 
which  he  constructed  very  elegant  maps,  in  which  he  everted 
his  fancy  to  supply  any  defects  in  the  information  he  had  re- 
jceivcd ;  so  that  he  exhibited  things  in  very  graceful  propor- 
tions, and  the  only  thing  wanting  in  his  draughts  being  a  strict 
r^;ard  to  truth.  They  answered  his  puipose,  however,  ad- 
mirably {  as,  besides  securing  him  an  honourable  ofBce  with 
a  competent  salary,  they  enabled  him  to  impose  his  name  on 
the  New  World,  even  before  he  had  visited  any  part  of  its 
chores.  The  other  unworthy  favourite  of  the  bishop  was 
Bernard  de  Santa  Clara,  whom  he  appointed  treasurer  of  His- 

Eoniola  under  the  government  of  Obando,  onother  of  the 
ishop's  worthy  favourites.  The  treasurer  was  but  an  indif- 
ferent steward  for  the  king,  but  he  acquired  a  great  fortune 
for  himself,  of  which  he  was  so  proud,  that  he  caused  four 
great  salt'sellcrs  to  be  placed  every  day  on  his  table  full  of 

Sold  dust     When  this  piece  of  vanity  became  known   in 
pain,  a  commission  was  granted  to  examine  into  his  ac- 
counts, by  which  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  cheated  th^e 
crown,  or  was  ut  least  indebted  to  it,  to  the  amount  of  80,000 
pesos,  which  is  near  L.  1'5,000  of  our  money.     The  gover- 
ar-.    V  .•  nor 
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tit  Obando  wai  wnsiUe  that  the  sale  of  every  thiiiff  bdonging 
to  this  man  would  hardly  suffice  to  discharge  his  debt  to  the 
crowta;  but  fell  upon  the  ft^wing  expedient  to  save  thft 
binhop's  credit  and  his  own,  and  to  serve  the  treasurer.  Ph>* 
fesiUng  a  strict  resard  to  justice,  he  ordered  the  eflfects  of  the 
treasfirer  to  be  sdd  by  auction,  and  enoounwed  the  peqple 
to  bid  considerably  more  than  they  were  worai*  warranting 
all  the  lots  to  be  good  barsains.  On  purpose  to  acquire  the 
fiivour  and  protection  of  the  governor,  the  colonists  bid  so 
much  upon  each  other,  that  the  whole  difects  sold  for  96,000 
pesos  {  so  that  the  crown  was  paid,  and  the  treasurer  had  a 
very  pretty  fortune  with  which  to  begin  the  world  a-new. 
Such  were  the  arts  and  intrigues  of  those  men  by  whom  the 
admiral  Columbus  was  qipressed,  and  such  die  dirty  contriv- 
ances by  which  they  supported  each  other.  Yet  these  things 
were  done  under  the  administration  of  Kiiig  Ferdinand,  who 
was  esteemed  one  of  the  wisest  monarchs  of  his  time ;  and 
matters  were  even  worse  conducted  under  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  though  certainly  the  greatest  prince  in  every  re- 
spect that  ever  sat  on  the  throne  of  Spain. 

The  inference  I  would  draw  from  all  this  is,  that  at  all 
events,  and  under  all  administrations,  discoveries  otu^ht  ever 
to  be  attempted  and  encouraged,  because  they  carry  in  them- 
selves such  incitements  for  their  completion,  that  they  hardly 
ever  fail  to  prove  beneficial  at  the  end,  whatever  mistakes  or 
mismanagements  may  occur  at  their  commencement.  Some 
ascribe  this  to  chance,  and  others,  with  more  sense  and  de- 
cency, to  Providence.  However  this  may  be,  great  occa- 
sions are  certain  to  bring  forth  great  spirits,  if  they  do  not 
produce  them ;  and  when  once  the  way  is  laid  open,  and  a 
few  instances  have  shewn  that  things  are  practicable  that  had 
been  thought  impossibie  for  aees,  miffh^  thinos  are  performed. 
Emulatioii  is  a  noble  principle,  anaoneof  the  most  valuable 
secrets  in  government  is  to  excite  this;  for  every  thing 
that  finds  favour  from  the  great,  or  that  meets  with  popubr 
encouragement,  is  almost  always  carried  to  a  great  degree  of 
perfection.  When  a  spirit  is  once  raised,  even  the  most  dis- 
astrous  reverses  are  not  able  to  extinguish  it.  Thus  the 
numbers  of  Spaniards  who  perished  in  the  first  attempts  to 
colonize  the  continent,  by  shipwreck,  famine,  and  disease  j  and 
the  unfortunate  catastrophes  of  Hojeda,  Nicuessa,  and  Cor* 
dova,  hod  no  effect  to  deter  others  from  embarking  in  simi. 
iar  enterprises.    As  all  agreed  that  gold  and  pearls  Were  to 
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b«  toqulrcd  iii  thoM  pirti  i  Uio  Utir»l  of  gftiii  in  aomvi  «nd 
ik*  (mkIn  of  gl(M*y  in  (Uhoni)  loon  nvititiMiM  tlio  urrora  •!* 
•uoh  unibn«nNt«  oxMn)>itM,  unti  uvMy  (ittrlbuUt  tlio  iiiiNour* 
rtakgt  of  th«MM  «tt«in|>lK  lo  tin;  iiiiprtulunce  or  ntiaounduut  of 
tht  CRNnnMin«lt»n  i  «nU  m  ilMnden  nlwi^t  iluU  lui  imiy  lH>)i«t» 
10  Um  imfvutaUun*  on  th«  ilviiii  M«i'v«Nt  to  (mcuuiiiKo  U)«  llvingi 
•nd  man  wt«r«  vMilty  loil  to  bvUvvo  tliHt  llivlr  own  «up«rior 
ftbilittM  or  tlivir  tK>tt«r  lbrtun«  would  citity  tluin  throumlii 
wImto  former  mlvoiitur«ri  hml  tUllMl. 

'Fhoro  w«r«  Mvoml  utlivr  voiwuiriitg  «ii vuiuatnnetNi  wiiick 
MV«  lifti  Mid vlfftuir  to tiiodo  onterptiM*,  wliivti  wv  plmll  brial- 
n  tiiumorati^  und«r  thrvo  priiiulpal  liuttdn.  In  tho  flrit  pltt«tt» 
the  mitrri«gc  of  Don  Dli^  iikiiumbut  wiili  Dunnn  Mnrin  do 
ToWclot  imittued  mnny  young  uentlMiieii  nnd  l«di«iiof|tood 
(KniiliM  to  go  ovor  to  Hiipiuiioiii,  wliici)  proved  of  infinito 
imjportiinve  to  tlio  new  colony «  hii  the  Mlrong  tincture  of  he- 
roiMu  or  rttmiuicw  in  the  IS|)ttniali  chwrnvtor,  v/m  the  fltteat 
thet  could  bo  vonovivod  ibr  promoting  •uuli  exnloitn.  tio> 
oondlyi  Tlie  ettabliMhnient  of  a  itnvereign  tribunel  At  Ht  Do* 
niingo,  tlie  momboni  of  which  bed  Inrge  Mderievi  induced 
tome  coniidenibk'periionii  of  more  ndvnucod  uge  and  expo- 
Kience  to  $fi  therei  in  whoie  train  »  nuuibor  of  young  people 
of  ounlity  went  over  in  Mwrcli  of  profltnbio  or  honournule 
enipwymonta.  Dy  the  continutd  itruggio  for  uower  between 
this  new  tribunel  und  the  young  edmirul,  ii  jeulouiy  nnd  oo^-n* 
petition  WM  excited  between  tho  dependent!  of  lK>th  pttrtiui  i 
whiohi  whatever  trouble  nnd  (Mrplexity  it  might  occeaion  to 
their  eaperiorit  Imd  very  favourable  cllkta  on  tho  oolony  in 
the  main,  and  greatly  promoted  it*  advancement  luid  iiuooeai. 
In  the  third  plaoe,  'Hie^reat  dialike  which  prevailed  ir.  SfMiin 
againit  Charleti  V.  eapeciolly  at  hi»  flnt  coming  to  the  crowni 
on  aooouBt  of  Inn  partiality  for  hit  countrymen  the  FleniingUi 
induoed  the  ^)ani«h  gentry  to  prefer  advauoio^  tlivir  fortunoi 
in  the  Wett  Indieii  to  whidi  none  but  Spnnuirds  wore  ner- 
mittod  to  go,  rather  thim  in  tlie  acrvloe  of  the  court,  wnich 
they  belie'ml  not  willing  to  diicont  their  meriti,  or  to  reward 
thein  aa  they  thought  tuoy  deMrved.—JMtfni'i. 
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imfmmmit  madt  in  tkt  toloiiy  iffHhfi^niok  l^  Wchotm 
i§  Otmntht  and  IHp  grunt  vnlntf  <tf'  Ovid  pivtui'td  In  l^t 
iiUmd  dnHng  hit  Qtvmmtnl, 

It  Id  natur«l  inbocin  ihi«  olinptor  with  lonui  Mcoutitor  tbt 
progroM  of  tho  flIpaiiMrdk  in  Hi«ptiiiol»  MfUr  tho  MittJitmoAl  oft 
ragul«r  govornmont,  by  wliieh  tbovMiuo  of  tJio  (ii<KM}v«rytMKMnM 
«|}piifmit  I  M  owing  to  tho  groit  wotiitii  dorivMl  iVtfm  thli  oo« 
tony  tt  tho  flmt.  tho  MpNiiiartIa  woro  ONoitiNl  to  oontiuuo  (bi*if 
(IJMiovorioi.  Thi«  Murotf  of  woMitii  hiM  liotii  Iaiui  driod  upf 
and  wo  now  hoar  nothing  wtiatovor  of  tho  gold  of  Hiiipanlohi  ^ 
wliloh  yioldod  moro  in  pfO|iortlon  at  itvlli'tt  ditoovorv  tliaii 
itvon  Poru  ha«  dono  linoti  Tho  oarly  proNfiorlty  of  HiMia« 
uioitt  WAi  in  a  groat  nuNMuro  owing  to  tfio  caro  and  Judlul* 
otii  iaduatry  of  NIoolai  Oltando,  wlio,  in  tlio  Hint  plaoo. 
umployod  a  •Icilfal  pilot  to  nail  round  tho  wliulo  iitland«  and 
doNorlbo  it*  coaito  and  harbourtf  and  ailorwardi  took  miusb 
paini  to  oxamino  and  lurvoy  all  tho  provlnco«  of  tlto  liland* 
A  mUio  of  oxoollont  ooopor  was  dlfoovorod  in  hia  timo  noar 
tho  town  of  Pmrto  Matt  but  afW  a  groat  doal  of  monojr 
had  boon  oxpondod  on  tho  a4lvonturo,  It*  produoo  wa«  found 
inadoquati)  to  tho  oxponco.  Tho  StOO  .Mpaniardii  who  inhi^ 
bitod  tho  iiland  at  tho  Ant  coming  of  Obando,  iivod  in  a 
vary  dinordorJv  manners,  and  had  talcon  to  thMnffolvo*  tho 
nioKt  beautiful  nativowoaion  of  tho  iitiund,  and  of  tlie  highoii 
famiiioo,  whom  thoy  kopt  m  mintrowNm,  titough  tho  fiarenUi 
of  thoNO  womon  oonvidorod  thtnn  ai  married.  riilN  l«mfdno»» 
gave  groat  (»ifuiico  to  thu  FrnnciMtan  iVinr*,  who  mailo  repro- 
•entntiona  to  tho  govornor  to  rotiicdy  tho  ovil.  Obando  ac- 
cordingly ImumI  an  order,  by  which  tho  Mpnninrdu  wwe  on- 
joined  fithor  to  put  nwav  their  Indian  nii«tr4f«i«f  or  to  marry 
them.  Muny  of  the  npaninrd*  wero  men  of  quality,  and 
thought  this  a  hardship  i  vet  rather  tlutn  lose  the  dominion 
thoy  had  acquired  over  the  Indians  through  these  firmale 
connections,  thvAr  conkcmtinl  to  marry  thi'm.  The  lawyers 
on  tho  ishind  olfctfcd  that  this  convifyed  a  legal  riglit  <n  do- 
minion oyer  the  Indians  t  but  Obando,  lest  tlie  Mpanlarda 
shoukl  become  proud  as  hfroditary  lords,  took  away  tho  In- 
dian vftKitaJs  from  them  ntfs  somt  as  thoy  woro  marrifd,  and 
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Blade  tiiem  grants  of  equal  numbers  in  other  parts  of  the 
island,  that  he  mig^t  retain'thcm  under  submission,  as  hold- 

S;  the  Indians  only  by  gift.    This  was  considered  as  de- 
ving  these  would-be  lords  of  their  just  ri^^ts,  but  had  the 
t  consequences,  by  c<msdidating  and  securing  the  author 
rity  of  government. 

>Vhen  Nicholas  de  Obando  went  to  take  possession  of  the 

goTcmment  of  Hispaniola  in  1500,  he  carried  along  with 

nim  Roderick  de  Alca9ar,  goldnnidi-to  their  CathoOcma^ 

jesties,  as  marker  of  the  gold,  who  was  to  receive  a  fee  of  one 

percent,  then  thought  a  very  indifferent  allowance.    After 

the  distribution  of  the  Indians  ampne  the  colonists,  so  much 

gold  was  gadiered  that  it  was  melted  four  times  every  year  { 

twice  at  the  town  of  Buena  Ventura  cm  the  river  Hayna, 

eig^t  leagues  from  St  Domingo,  where  the  gold  brouffht 

from  the  old  and  new  mines  was  cast  into  ingots }  and  twice 

aryear  at  the  city  of  de  la  Vega,  or  the  Cotiception,  to  which 

the  gold   from   Cibao  and  we  nei^bourins  jdistricts  was 

brought  for  the  same  purpose.    At  each  melting  in  Buena 

Ventura,  the  produce  was  from  11,000  to  12,000  pesosi  and  at 

La  Vega  between  125,000  and  130,000  pesos,  sometimes 

140,000.     Hence  all  the  gold  of  the  island  amounted  to 

460,000  pesos  yearly,  equal  to  L.  150,000  Steriing ;  which 

yielded  4,600  pesos,  or  L.  150  yearly  to  Alcagar,  which  was 

then  thought  a  very  considerable  revenue,  insomuch  that  the 

grant  was  revoked  by  their  Catholic  muesties.    It  seldom 

happened  that  the  adventurera  at  the  muies  were  gainers, 

notwithstanding  the  vast  quantities  of  gold  procured,  as  they 

always  lived  luxuriously  and  upon  credit }  so  that  their  whole 

share  of  the  gold  was  often  seized  at  mdting  times  for  their 

debts,  and  very  frequently  ^ere  was  not  enough  to  satisfy 

their  creditors.  •  v  v 
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Section  II. 


Settlemetit  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Bico,  under  the  eommmd 


^  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon, 


A  WAR  whuii  took  place  in  a  province  of  Hispaniola,  cal- 
led Higuejff  added  greatly  to  the  power  of  the  Spaniards,  as 
Obando  appointed  Juan  Pmice  de  Leon  to  keep  the  Indians 
lof  that  quarter  under  sulgection.    This  man  was  possessed  of 
*      ..  good 
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good  sense  and  great  courage^  but  was  of  an  imperious  and 
cruel  diqxMition,  and  soon  formed  projects  of  extending  hii 
antkori^  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  which  had  been  assigned 
him.    ]!!ieaming  from  the  Indians  of  his  province,  that  the 
island  of  St  Juan  de  Puerto  Biso^  called  Borriguen  by  the  n»^ 
tives,  was  very  rich  in  gold^  he  was  anxious  to  inquire  into 
this  drcumstance  personallyi    Foir  this  purpose,  he  commu- 
nicated the  intelligence  he  had  received  to  Obando,  whose 
leave  he  asked  to  go  over  to  that  island,  to  trade  with  th« 
natives,  to  inquire  into  the  circumstance  of  its  being  rich  in 
sold,  and  to  endeavour  to  make  a  settlement     Hitherto  no- 
thing more  was  known  of  that  idand  than  that  it  appeared 
Very  beautiful  and  abundantly  peopled  to  those  who  sailed 
along  its  coastst    HAving  received  authoritjr  from  Obandd» 
Juan  Ponce  .went  over  to  JPorto  Rico  in  a  small  caravel,  with 
a  small  number  of  Spaniards,  and  some  Indians  who  had 
been  there.    He  landed  in  the  territories  of  a  cacique  named  ' 
AgueyBana^  the  most  powerful  chief  cf  the  idond,  oy  whom^ 
«nd  the  mother  and  lather-in-law  of  the  chief,  he  was  re»  , 
ceived  and  entertained  in  the  most  friendly  manner*    The  ' 
cacique  even  exchanged  names  with  him,  by  a  ceremony 
which  they  call  guaticos,  or  swom-brothen.    Pbnce  named 
the  mother  of  the  cacique  Agnes,  and  the  fitther-in-law  ^ 
Francis ;  and  though  they  refused  to  be  baptized,  they  ro^  f 
tained  these  names.    These  people  were  exceedinglv  good^  f 
natured,  and  the  cacique  was  always  counselled  by  nismo^  1, 
ther  and  &ther-in-»law  to  keep  on  friendly  terms  with  the' 
Spaniards.    Ponce  very  soon  ^plied  himself  to  make  in>  "^ 
quiries  as  to  the  gold  mines,  which  the  natives  of  Hispanida 
alleged  to  be  in  wis  island,  and  the  cacique  conducted  him 
all  over  the  island,  showing  him  the  rivers  where  gold  wai  * 
found.    Two  of  these  wire  very  rich,  one  called  Manatua* 
bon  and  the  other  Cebuco,  fitom  which  a  great  deal  of  treai* 
sure  was  afterwards  drawn.    Ponce  procured  some  samples 
of  tlie  gold,  which  he  carried  to  Obando  in  Hispaniola,  leav- 
ing some  Spaniards  in  the  island,  who  were  well  entertained 
bv  the  cacique,  tiU  others  came  over  to  settle  in  the  islandt 
The  greatest  part  of  the  island  of  Porto  Rico  consists  of  high 
mountains,  some  of  which  are  dudied  with  fine  grass,  me 
those  of  Hispaniola.    There  are  few  plains,  but  many  pleii^ 
'«ant  vales  with  rivers  running  through  them,  and  all  very 
fertile.    The  western  point  of  the  island  is  only  12  or  15 
leagues  from  the  eastern  cape  of  Hispaiu<da,  so  that  the  one 

may 


'■ 


sin  Spanitk  DUevomn        part  ift  book  ik 

ifanr  be  ^«cn  from  the  odi«  in  dear  trrttther  from  Um  hi{^ 
laiia  of  Mther  capci  There  sre  some  hhrbottn^  but  noiie  of 
them  good,  ekbept  thai  called  Porto  Riooi  i^tore  the  eity  lai 
that  tiaiAe  it  sitiiatedt  which  is  likewiw  an  eplao^al  tee. 
This  iitond  is  at  least  forty  leagues  long  by  fifty  in  breadth^ 
and  measures  120  leagues  in  circumfer^oe.  The  south 
ooast  is  in  latitude  17S  and  the  north  coast  in  18<*,  both  N. 
It  formerly  prckioced  much  goldi  thoo^  hot  quitd  so  pxte 
as  that  cS  HnqpanioJtt*  yei  not  muth  inferior. 


Section  HI. 
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D6n  JatHes  Columbus  is  appointed  to  the  Gaoernment  <^  th 
Spanish  Dcminidns  in  tke  West  Indies, 

Wk  have  already  had  occasion  to  dotice  the  mekn  and 
scandalous  bc^aviotir  of  King  Ferdinand  to  Columbus,  in 
depriving  hiih  aiod  hb  iiunify  of  their  juit  rights,  for  services 
of  *icb  hi^h  impovtance,  that  hardly  any  rewards  could  be  a 
iuflBcieiit  recompense.  After  the  dWith  of  the  discoverer  of 
America,  hib  eldest  son  and  heir^  Jameii  Columbus,  succeed^- 
fd  to  his  lather's  pretensicms,  along  with  which  he  inherited 
the  dislike  of  King  Ferdinand,  and  l^e  hatred  of  Bishop 
Konseco.  He  long  endeavoured  fay  petitions  and  personal 
appiicaiions  at  court  to  obtain  his  rights,  but  could  nevef 
piiocnre  any  satisfaction,  being  always  pdt  Off  with  fair  words 
and  empty  promises.  Being  at  length  wearied  with  in> 
cfifeetnal  applications  for  redress,  he  petitioned  the  king  to 
alkyw  his  demands  to  be  decided  upoii  by  the  courts  of  la#  i 
and  is  that  could  hardly  be  denied  with  any  decency,  it  was 
granted.  This  suit,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  was  tedious 
and  troublesome }  yet  at  length  he  obtained  a  clear  decision 
in  his  favour,  and  was  re-estaUi^ed  by  the  judges  in  all 
thosle  rights  whith  had  beeA  grtoted  to  his  fadier ;  in  which 
he  assnradly  obtained  nothing  moii6  thaii  a  jtldicial  recogni- 
tion of  a  clear  right  ^hieh  oMght  never  to  have  been  diiipttt- 
M.  To  sirengtheiil  his  interest  at  court,  he  married  Donna 
Maria^  daughter  to  Don  FerdinAnd  de  Toledo,  brother  to 
the  duke  of  Alva,  arid  cousin  to  the  kingi  thus  allyimr  him- 
^  with  one  of  the  most  illustrious  familiee  in  6pafai<  By  the 
filterest  of  his  wifes  relatiolis,  hi  at  last  (Stained  the  flOvem> 
ment  df  Hispaniola,  in  which  he  superseded  ObandiS  the 
V"  •  great 
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great  enemy  of  his  father;  but  he  had  onlv  tlie  title  of  go- 
vernor, not  of  viceroy,  which  was  his  just  and  undoubted  ri^t. 
Pon  James  Columbus  went  out  to  his  government  of  Hiqmtnohi 
in  '508,  two  years  after  the  decease  of  his  father,  accompanied 
by  his  brother  Don  Ferdinand,  and  his  uncles  Barthdomew 
and  James,  with  many  young  Spanish  noblemen.  Hia  lady 
was  likewise  attended  by  several  young  bulies  of  sood  families; 
so  that  by  these  noble  attendants,  the  lustre  of  the  new  co- 
lony was  restored  and  augmented.  His  power  in  the  go- 
vernment was  no  way  greater  than  that  which  had  been  con- 
fided to  his  predecessor,  and  was  soon  afterwards  consider- 
ably circumscribed  by  the  establishment  of  a  new  court  at  St 
Domingo,  under  the  title  of  the  Royal  Audience,  to  which 
appeals  were  allowed  from  all  parts  of  the  i^anish  dominions 
in  the  New  World. 

While  Ponce  de  Leon  was  occupied  in  the  discovery  of 
Porto  Rico,  Don  James  Columbus  came  out  to  assume  the 
govenunent  of  HiapanioU  in  the  room  of  Obando,  bringing 
with  him  from  Spam  a  governor  for  the  island  of  Porto  Ri- 
co. But  Ponce  de  Leon,  who  had  made  the  first  settlement 
on  that  island,  disputed  this  new  appointment ;  on  which  th6 
young  admiral  set  them  both  aside,  and  appointed  one  Mi- 
chael Cerron  to  the  government,  with  Michael  Diaz  as  his 
lieutenant.  De  Leon,  however,  procured  a  new  crnnmission 
from  Spain,  through  the  interest  of  his  friend  Obando.  willi 
which  he  went  ovor  to  Porto  Rico,  and  soon  found  pretext 
for  a  quarrel  with  Cerron  and  Diaz,  both  of  whom  he  aetit 
priMners  to  Spain.  He  now  proceeded  to  make  it  c^nc^uest 
oruie  island,  which  he  found  more  difficult  than  he  exf  ect- 
ed,  and  had  much  ado  to  force  the  Indians  to  submit.  This 
he  at  length  effected,  reducing  the  natives  to  slavery,  and 
employing  them  in  the  mines  till  they  were  quite  worn  out» 
since  which  gold  has  likewise  fiuled,  which  many  Spanish 
writers  have  considered  as  a  judgment  of  Ood  for  that  bar- 
barous proceeding,  more  e^)ecia%  as  the  same  has  faK^ppened 
in  other  parts  of  their  dominions. 
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Section  IV. 

Settiemeni  of  a  PearUFiahery  at  the  Mand  (ffCubagua* 

The  court  of  I^Nun  was  at  this  time  very  solicitoua  to  turn 
the  settlements  already  made  in  the  New  World  to  advan- 
tage, and  was  therefore  easily  led  into  various  prtgects  which 
were  formed  for  promoting  the  royal  revenue  £rom  that  quar- 
ter. Among  other  projects,  was  one  which  recommended 
the  colonis»ti<m  of  the  island  of  Cabagua,  or  of  Pearls,  near 
Maraarita,  on  purpose  to  superintend  the  pearl-fishery  there, 
and  Uieyoung admiral  was  ordered  to  carry  that  into  execu- 
tion, line  Spanish  inhabitants  of  Hispaniola  derived  great 
.  advantage  from  this  establit>hment,  in  which  they  found  the 
.^  natives  of  the  Lucavo  or  Bahama  islands  oicecaingly  useful, 
as  thejT  were  amazmgly  expert  swimmers  and  divers,  inso- 
much thai,  slaves  of  that  nation  became  very  dear,  some  sel- 
ling for  150  ducatf  each.  But  the  l^aniards  both  defrauded 
the  crown  of  the  fifth  part  of  the  pearls,  and  abused  and  de- 
stroyed the  Luoayans,  so  that  the  fisheiy  feU  much  ofi; 
.  The  island  of  Cubagua,  which  is  rather  more  than  300 
leagues  from  Hispaniola,  nearly  in  latitude  10**  N.  is  about 
three  leagues  in  circumference,  entirely  flat,  and  without 
water,  having  a  dry  barren  soil  impregnated  with  saltpetre, 
and  only  producing  a  few  guiacum  trees ,  and  shrubs.  The 
aoil  does  not  even  i  grow  grass,  and  there  are  no  birds  to  be 
aeen,  except  those  kinds  which  frecjuent  the  sea.  It  has  no 
Ifuid  animals,  except  a  few  rabbits.  The  few  natives  which 
inhabited  it,  fed  on  the  pearl  oysters,  and  had  to  bring  their 
water  in  canoes  from  the  continent  of  Cumana,  seven  leagues 
distant,  ^ing  &ced  pearls  in  payment  to  those  who  brousht 
it  over.  TThey  had  their  wood  from  the  isle  of  Margarita, 
which  almost  surrounds  Cubagua  from  east  to  north-webt,  at 
the  distance  of  a  leaeue.  To  the  south  is  Cnpe  Araya  on  the 
continent,  near  which  there  are  extensive  salines  or  salt 
ponds.  Cubagua  has  a  good  harbour  on  the  northern  shore, 
which  is  sheltered  by  the  opposite  ii>]and  of  Margarita. 
There  was  at  first  such  abundance  of  pf^arl  oysters,  uiat  at 
onetime  the  royal  fifth  amounted  to  15,000  ducats  yearly. 
The  oysters  are  brought  up  from  the  bottom  by  divers,  who 
stay  under  water  as  long  as  they  can  hold  in  their  breath, 

pulling 
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pullinff  the  ihdls  from  the  places  to  which  thev  stick.  Be- 
tides this  place  there  are  pearls  for  above  iOO  leaffues  along 
this  coast,  all  the  way  from  Capo  de  la  Vela  to  the  gulf  of 
Paria  {  for  Admiral  Christopher  Columbus,  besides  Cubagua, 
which  he  named  the  Island  of  Pearls,  found  them  all  along  the 
coast  of  Paria  and  Cumana,  at  Maracap<ma,  Puerto  Flecnado, 
and  Curiana,  which  last  is  near  Venezuela. 


Section  V. 

4lonxo  de  Hqjeda  and  Diego  de  Nicuessa  are  commissioned  to 

;   make  Discoveries  and  Settlements  in  the  New  World y  with 

an  account  of  the  adventures  and  mitfortunes  oj  Hqjeda, 

i  Among  the  adventurers  who  petitioned  the  court  of  Spain 
lor  licenses  to  make  discoveries,  was  Alonzo  de  Hojeda,  a 
brave  man,  but  very  poor,  who  had  spent  all  he  had  hitherto     ^ 

C'  led ;  but  John  de  la  CoHa,  who  had  been  his  pilot  and 
saved  money,  offered  to  assist  him  with  his  lit'u  and  for- 
tune. They  got  the  promise  of  a  grant  of  all  that  had  been 
discovered  on  the  continent ;  but  one  Diego  Nicuessa  inter- 
posed, and  being  a  richer  man,  with  better  interest,  he  stop- 
ped their  grant  and  procured  half  of  it  to  himsel£  Hojeda  ■ 
and  Cosagot  a  grant  of  all  the  country  from  Cape  De  la  Vela 
to  the  gulf  of  llraba,  now  called  the  Gulf  ot  Darien,  the 
county  appropriated  to  them  being  called  New  Andalusia  j 
while  Nicuessa  received  the  grant  of  oil  the  country  from  the 
before-mentioned  gulf  to  Cape  Garcias  a  Dios^  under  the 
name  of  Castilla  del  Oroy  or  Golden  Castile.  In  neither  of 
these  grants  was  any  notice  taken  of  the  admiral,  to  whom,  of 
right,  all  these  countries  belonged,  as  having  being  discovered 
by  bis  father,  Nicuessa  got  likewise  a  grant  of  the  island  of 
Jamaica ;  but  the  admiral  being  in  the  West  Indies  secured 
tliat  to  himself.  Hojeda  fitted  out  a  ship  and  a  brigantine, 
and  Nicuessa  two  brigantincs,  with  which  vessels  they  sailed 
together  to  St  Domingo,  where  they  quarrelled  about  their 
respective  rights,  and  their  disputes  were  adjusted  with  much 
difnculty.  Tliese  were  at  length  settled,  and  they  both  pro- 
ceeded for  their  respective  governments,  or  rather  to  settle 
the  colonies  of  which  these  were  to  be  compo&ed  ;  but  the  ^^■ 
disputes  had  occupied  so  much  time  that  it  was  towards  the 
end  of  1510  before  either  of  them  lefl  Hispaniola. 
,,,,;,  Hojeda 
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Hojeda,  Accompanied  fay  Francis  Pizairo,  departed  f\cam 
the  island  Beata,  standing  to  the  southward,  and  arrived  in 
a  few  days  at  Caithagena,  which  is  called  Caramari  by  the 
Indians.    The  natives  of  that  place  were  then  in  great  con- 
fusion, and  ready  to  oppose  the  Spaniards,  because  of  the  in- 
juries which  had  been  done  them  by  Christopher  Ouerra  and 
others,  who  had  carried  away  many  of  the  natives  for  slaves 
not  long  before.    The  natives  of  this  coast  were  of  larse 
stature,  the  men  wearing  their  hair  down  to  their  ears,  whue 
the  women  wore  theirs  long,  and  both  sexes  were  veiy  ex- 
pert in  the  use  of  bows  and  arrows.     Hcyeda  and  Cosa  had 
s<mic  religious  men  along  with  them,  their  CatboKc  maiMtiea 
being  very  desirous  to  have  the  Indians  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity ;  and  having  seme  natives  of  Hispaniola  along  with 
them  as  interpreters,  the^»'  tried  by  their  means  to  persuade 
the  Indians  to  peace,  leaving  off  their  cruelty,  idolatry,  and 
other  vicious  practices;    but  they  were  much  incensed  «- 
gainst  the  Spaniards,  on  account  of  the  villattous  conduct 
of  Guerro,  and  would  by  no  means  listen  to  any  peace  or  in- 
tercourse.    Havine  ysed  all  possible  methods  to  allure  them 
to  peace  and  submission,  pursuant  to  his  instructions,  hu  had 
also  orders  to  declare  war  and  make  slaves  of  them,  in  case 
of  their  proving  obstinate.     He  had  at  first  endeavoured  to 
procure  goll  m>m  these  natives  in  exchange  for  Spanish 
toys ;  but  as  the/  were  fierce  and  refractory,  Cosa  recom- 
mended that  they  should  establish  their  colony  at  the  bay  of 
Uraba,  where  the  natives  were  more  gentle,  alter  which  th^ 
could  return  to  Carthagena  better  provided  to  overcome  the 
resistance  of  the  natives.     Hojeda,  having  been  engaged  in 
ibany  quarrels  and  encounters,  both  in  Spain  and  Hispanio- 
la, in  ail  of  which  he  had  come  off  without  hurt,  was  always 
too  resolute  and  fool  hardy,  and  would  not  listen  to  the  salu- 
tary advice  of  his  companion.     He  therefore  immediately 
fell  upon  the  natives  who  were  preparing  to  attack  him,  kil- 
led many,  seized  others,  and  mode  booty  of    ime  ^oAd  in 
their  habitations.    After  this,  taking  some  of  his  prisoners 
as  guides,  he  marched  to  an  Indian  town,  fbor  leagues  up  the 
countiy,  to  which  the  natives  had  fled  fh>m  the  skirmish  at 
thesliore,  and  where  he  found  them  on  their  guard  in  greater 
numbers,  armed  with  targets,  swords  of  an  extraordinary 
hard  wood,  sharp  poisoned  arrows,  and  a  kind  of  javelins  or 
darts.     Shouting  their  usual  war  cry,  St  Jago,  the  Spaniards 
fell  furiously  upon  them,  lulling  or  taking  all  they  met,  and 
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ferdn^  th«  r««t  to  fly  into  the  ^oods.  Eight  of  the  natiyes 
who  wto«  not  so  expeditioiu  ai  their  feiloWi,  took  shelter  in  a 
tfaMchcd  hot,  whMce  they  defended  themselves  for  somo 
time,  and  killed  one  of  the  S|Mlriibrds.  Hc^eda  was  so  mnch 
inoemed  at  this,  that  he  oiHlerrd  the  house  to  be  set  on  fire, 
hi  which  all  tfa««e  Indiiins  J)6rished  tniserAbly.  Hoi^  took 
sixty  t}ri8on«4  st  this  town,  whom  he  sent  to  the  ships,  and 
followed  after  the  Indians  who  had  fled.  Coming  to  a  town 
called  Tarettbdf  he  ft>und  it  deserted  by  the  Indians,  who  had 
withdrawn  to  the  woods  ahd  Mountains  With  their  wives, 
children^  and  eflects,  on  which  the  Spanianls  became  care- 
less, dnd  dispersed  themselves  about  the  country,  as  if  they 
had  no  enemicfs  to  fear.  Observing  the  careless  security  of 
the  Spaniards,  the  Indians  fell  upoti  them  by  surprise  while 
they  were  dispersed  in  small  parties,  and  killed  atid  wounded 
many  of  them  With  their  poisoned  arrows.  Hdeda,  with  a 
ttnaU  party  he  had  drawn  together,  maintained  the  fight  a 
k>nff  while,  often  kneeling  that  he  might  the  more  effectually 
shcfier  himself  under  his  target ;  but  when  he  saw  most  of 
bis  men  slain,  he  rushed  through  the  thickest  of  the  enemy, 
itnd  running  with  amazing  speed  into  the  woods,  he  directed 
his  course,  as  well  as  he  could  judge,  towards  the  sea  where 
his  ships  lay.  John  de  la  Cosa  got  into  a  house  which  hod 
no  thatch,  where  he  defended  himself  at  the  door  till  all  the 
men  who  were  with  him  were  slain,  and  himself  so  sore 
wounds  with  poisoned  arrows  that  he  could  no  longer  stand. 
Looking  about  him  in  this  extremitv,  he  noticed  one  man 
Who  stiU  fotight  with  great  valour,  whom  he  advised  to  go 
immediately  to  Hoieda  and  inform  him  of  what  had  happen- 
ed. Hojeda  and  this  man  were  all  that  escaped  of  the  par- 
ty, seventy  Spaniards  being  slaughtered  in  this  rash  and  ill- 
conducted  enterprize. 

In  this  unfortunate  predicament,  it  happened  luckily  for  the 
tiurvivors  that  Nicuessa  appeared  with  his  ships.  Being  in- 
fi)rmed  of  what  had  happened  to  his  rival,  through  his  own 
rashness,  he  sent  for  him,  and  said  that  in  such  a  cose  they 
ought  to  forget  their  disputes,  remembering  only  that  they 
wtre  gendemen  and  Spaniards.  He  offered  at  the  same  time 
to  land  with  his  men,  to  assist  Hojeda  in  revenging  the 
death  of  Cosa  and  the  rest.  Nicuessa  accordingly  landed 
with  400  men,  which  wns  more  than  sufficient  to  defeat  th^ 
Indians,  whose  town  was  taken  and  bunit  By  this  victoryi' 
the  £^>aniards  acquired  a  vast  number  of  slaves,  and  got  so 
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^iich  booty  that  each  iharad  wten  thooMoid  pMoes  of  gold. 
Micueua  and  Hqjeda  now  agreed  to  separate,  that  t>ach 
might  pursue,  the  plan  of  diieoverr  and  lettlemeat  which  waa 
directed  by  their  reqxwtiTe  tomnuHionK 

Unde^atandinc  thitt  Nicuciwa  intended  to  iteer  for  Vera- 
ffua*  Hoieda  made  all  iail  ^or  the  river  of  Darito  {  but  hav- 
nw  loit  his  old  pilot,  on  whose  experience  he  chiefly  depend- 
ed, he  missed  the  river,  and  resolved  to  establish  a  settlement 
On  the  eastern  promontory  of  the  gulf  of  Uraba,  which  he 
did  accordingly,  calling  his  new  town  St  Sebastian  i  betaiisei 
that  saint  is  sud  to  have  been  martyred  by  the  arrows  of  the 
infidels,  and  was  therefore  thought  a  fit  patron  todeibnd  hint 
against  the  poisoned  arrows  of  uie  Indians^    He  had  scarce- 
ly fixed  in  this  place  when  he  found  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  to  be  a  race  of  barbarous  savages,  from  Whom  he 
could  only  expect  all  the  injury  they  could  possibly  do  him 
and  his  colony.     In  this  situatioiJ,  he  diq>atcbed  one  of  his 
ships  under  iinciso  to  Hispaniola,  with  orders  to  bring  him 
as  urge  a  reinforcement  of  ifnen  as  possible,  and  inimraiate- 
ly  set  to  work  in  cc^i^tructihg  entrenchments  to  secure  his 
remaining  people  agunst  the  natives.    Provisions  growiiM 
scarce,  so  that  his  people  could  not  subsist,  he  found  himsen 
soon  obliged  to  make  excursions  into  the  country  in  order  td 
obtain  a  supply ;  but  he  was  unsuccessful  in  this  measurei 
and  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  many  of  his  men  by  the  ar- 
rows of  the  Indians^  which  were  poisoned  with  the  juice  of 
a  stinking  tree  which  grows  by  the  sea  side.     By  these  disas- 
ters, his  new  colony  was  speedily  reduced  to  a  very  wretch^ 
situation ;  starved  if  they  remained  within  tht- ir  works,  and 
sure  to  meet  death  if  they  ventured  out  into  the  country. 
While  in  this  state  of  absolute  despair,  they  were  surprised 
one  day  by  seeing  a  ship  entering  the  port*    This  was  com- 
manded by  Bernard  de  Talavera,  no  better  than  a  piratet 
who,  flying  from  justice,  bad  taken  shelter  in  this  place,  to 
him  unknown.    Hojeda  was  in  too  great  extremity  to  be  nice 
in  his  inquiries  uito  the  character  of  Talavera,  but  readily 
bought  his  cai'go,  and  treated  him  so  well  in  other  rei^pects, 
that  Talavera  entered  into  his  service.     However  serviceable 
this  relief,  it  was  but  of  short  continuance,  as  all  their  provi- 
sions were  soon  consumed,  and  the  savages  were  even  more 
ublesome  than  before,  if  possible.     As  no  succours  ap^ 
peared  from  Hispaniola,  they  were  reduced  to  vast  straits^ 
and  Hojeda  at  length  determined  upon  going  to  St  Domin* 
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go  in  order  to  procure  tu^lies.    Leaving  Francis  Plzarro  to 
command  the  colonv  in  hut  absence,  he  embarked  in  the  ves* 
•el  belonging  to  TalaTera«  bat  the  voyage  was  unfortunate 
from  its  very  commencement.    Hoieda  not  only  used  too  much 
severity  to  the  crev,  but  behaved  mmghtily  to  Tulavera,  who 
laid  him  in  irons  i  but  a  storm  soon  arose,  and  the  crew 
knowing  him  to  be  an  experienced  seamanf  set  him  at  libert 
ty,  and  it  was  chiefly  through  kin  skill  that  they  were  ena- 
bled to  saye  theu:  lives,  by  running  the  ship  ashore  on  tho 
coast  of  Cuba.    Although  it  was  only  a  short  distance  from 
thence  to  Hi>«ptmipla,  "Hdavera  durst  not  go  there,  and  pre- 
vailed pn  H^i^tt  to  venture  a  voyage  of  an  hundred  Icaguef 
in  a  oaqoc  to  Jamaica,  which  they  performed  in  safety.     H^t 
jeda  hod  some  pretensions  by  his  commission  to  the  isL- 
Jamiaca,  and  on  hearing  formerly  that  the  admiral  Don  ^. 
Columbus  bad  «ent  Lran  Juan  de  Erauihel  to  that  island, 
he  had  threatened  to  cut  ofF  his  head  if  ever  he  fell  into  his 
hamls*  He  was  now,  however,  under  the  necessity  of  applying 
to  E^nibel  tor  assistance,  f^nd  was  used  by  him  with  kin£ 
ness.     After  a  short  stay  in  Jaqiaica,  he  went  over  to  Hisr 
paniola,  where  he  learnt  that  Enciso  had  sailed  to  St  Sebas- 
tian ;  and  his  own  credit  was  now  so  low  that  he  was  hardly 
able  to  purchase  food,  and  died  shortly  afterwards  of  want, 
though  lie  deserved  a  better  fate,  being  one  of  the  bravest 
men  that  ever  sailed  from  Spain  to  the  West  Indies.    Tala? 
vera  remained  so  long  in  Jamaica,  that  the  admiral  heard  of 
his  being  there,  and  had  him  apprehended,  trjed,  and  exe? 
cujied  for  piracy. 
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The  Histortf  of  Pasco  Nugnex  de  Balboa,  and  the  establish-! 
ment  by  his  means  of  the  CoUmy  of  Varieti,  I 

In  the  meantime  Fizorro  quitted  3t  Sebastian  with  a  small 
remnant  of  the  unfortunate  colony,  and  escaped  with  much 
difficulty  to  Carthagena,  where,  by  good  fortune  for  him,  Ear 
ciso  had  just  arrived  with  two  ships  and  a  considerable  rein- 
forcement. He  took  Pizarro  on  board,  and  they  returned  to 
St  Sebastian,  where  they  had  the  misfortune  to  run  their 
ships  aground,  and  after  getting  on  shore  with  much  diffi<»|p 
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They  restored  it  as  weH  as  they  could,  and  got  on  shore  all 
the  provisions  and  stores  from  uieir  stranded  vessels,  but  wert 
•oon  afterwards  reduced  to  the  utmost  extremitv  of  distress 
by  war  and  fiunihe.  Hunger  frequently  forced  them  out  in- 
to the  oonntry  to  endeavour  to  procure  provisions,  and  the 
savages  as  often  drove  them  back  with  me  loss  of  some  of 
their  number,  which  they  could  very  ill  qptore,  having  only 
been  1  SO  men  at  the  first  They  were  relieved  from  their  pre- 
sent distressed  situation,  by  the  docterity  and  i»«sence  of 
mind  of  a  very  extraordinary  person  who  happened  to  be  a- 
mong  them.  Vasquez  Nugnes  de  BaRxm,  the  person  now  al- 
luded to,  was  a  gentleman  of  good  family,  great  parts,  liber- 
al education,  of  a  fine  person,  and  in  the  flower  of  his  age* 
being  then  about  thii^-five.  He  had  formerly  sailed  on 
discovery  along  with  BasiidaSt  and  had  afterwards  obtained 
a  good  settlement  in  Hispanida;  but  had  committed  some 
excesses  in  that  island,  for  which  he  was  in  danger  of  being 
put  to  de^h.  In  this  extremity,  he  procured  hmiself  to  be 
conveyed  into  the  ship  commanded  by  Enciso,  concealed  in 
a  bread  cask,  in  which  he  remained  for  some  days,  and  at 
last  ventured  to  make  His  abearance,  whoi  the  ship  was  100 
leagues  from  Hiqnmiola.  Enciso  had  been  strictly  enjoined 
not  to  carry  any  olTwders  from  the  island,  and  now  threat- 
ened to  set  Balboa  ashore  on  the  first  desert  island ;  but  the 
principal  people  on  boavd  interceded  for  him  with  the  cap- 
tain, who  at  last  relented  and  granted  him  protection.  Tliis 
did  not  efiiwe  from  his  memory  the  threats  of  Enciso,  as  will 
be  seen  hereafter.  Observing  the  state  of  despair  to  which 
the  company  was  now  reducra,  Balboa  undertook  to  encour- 
age them,  by  asserting  that  ,their  situation  was  not  so  help- 
less as  they  imagined.  He  told  them  that  he  had  been  upon 
this  coast  formerly  with  Bastidas,  when  they  sailed  to  the 
bottom  of  the  fful^  where  they  found  a  fine  large  town,  in  a 
fruitftil  soil  and  salnbrious  climate,  inhabited  indeed  by  war- 
like Indians,  but  who  did  not  use  poisoned  arrows.  He  ex- 
horted them,  therefore,  to  bestir  themselves  in  getting  00"  their 
stranded  vcMels,  and  to  sail  to  that  place.  They  approved 
of  this  advice,  and  sailed  to  the  river  named  Darien  dv  the 
Indians,  where  they  found  every  thing  to  correspond  wiui  the 
description  given  by  Balboa.  On  learning  the  arrival  of  tlie  . 
I^aniards,  Uie  natives  secured  cheir  wives  and  children,  and 
inited  on  a  little  hill  under  their  cacique,  named  Cemano, 
■wt-  the  attack  of  the  Spaniards.  After  having  performed 
li^x  •  their- 
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their  devotions,  the  ^laniards  fell  resolutely  on  the  Indians, 
whpro  th«y  «oon  routed ;  and  then  went  to  the  town,  which 
they  found  full  of  provisions  to  their  wish.  Next  day,  they 
marched  up  the  country  among  the  neighbouring  mountains, 
where  thm  feund  many  empty  housett,  all  the  inhabitants 
having  fled ;  but  they  found  the  houses  well  replenished  with 
ho)j»enold  goods  of  various  kinds,  such  as  earthen  Vessels, 
cotton  garments  like  short  petticoats  for  women,  a  great  AcsX 
of  cotton,  both  spun  and  unspun,  plates  of  gold  which  the 
natiyes  wear  on  dieir  breasts,  apd  many  other  things,  ar 
mounting  in  all  to  the  value  of  10,000  pieces  of  fine  gold. 
Enciso  was  greatly  r^oiced  at  this  un«cpected  good  fiartime, 
and  immediately  sent  for  the  rest  of  die  men,  who  had  been 
left  on  the  other  side  of  the  bay,  because  the  brigantiaes 
could  not  carry  the  whole  at  once.  Balboa  gained  much  re- 
putation by  the  success  of  this  enterpri^,  and  was  hencefor- 
wards  hela  in  high  esteem  by  the  people. 

The  whole  par^  agreed  to  establish  a  colony  at  this  place, 
which  they  named  Santa  Maria  el  Antiqua  del  Darien,  the 
first  part  of  the  name  being  that  of  a  church  in  Seville,  and 
Darien  b^ng  the  Indian  name  of  the  river.  Balboa  being  now 
in  great  cremt  with  the  cobnists,  and  brooding  revenge  for 
tlie  former  threats  of  Enciso,  secretly  plotted  to  deprive  him 
of  the  command,  allying  that  diey  were  now  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  Hojedas  government,  who  had  no  authority  in  this 
place.    While  this  was  in  agitation,  Eaciso  thousm;  proper 
to  prohibit  all  die  colonists  from  trading  widi  the  Indians  for 
ffokl,  under  pain  of  death;  but  they,  oelieving  that  he  did 
wis  entirely  tor  his  own  advantage,  unanimous^  threw  oSaH 
subjection  to  his  authority,  alleging  that  his  command  was 
void  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  and  others.    They 
then  proceeded  to  choose  alcaldes  and  r^idores,  being  die  . 
titles  of  the  chief  ma^strates  in  the  towns  of  Old  Spain,  and 
Balboa  and  Zamadio  were  elected  alcaldes,  and  Valdibia  re- 
gidore.     The  people,  however,  were  dissatisfied  wida  tibis 
mode  of  governing,  repenting  that  they  had  deposed  Enciso, 
and  the  whole  colony  divided  into  pardes.    One  party  alles- 
ed  that  it  was  not  proper  to  be  without  a  commander  m 
chief,  and  diat  Enciso  ought  to  be  restwed  till  another  go- 
vernor was  i^pointed  by  Uie  king :  A  second  party  said  that  ' 
they  ought  to  submit  to  Nicuessa,  because  the  place  they 
wore  in  was  within  his  grant.    The  third  party,  being  the 
friends  of  Balboa,  wished  to  continue  the  present  fitune  of^ 
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government  {  but  if  the  majority  were  for  a  single  <^m- 
mander,  they  insisted  that  mlboa  ought  to  have  the  com- 
mand. 

In  the  midst  of  these  disputes,  Roderic  Enriquez  d'  '^ol- 
menares  arrived  with  two  ships,  having  on  board  provisions, 
military  stores,  and  seventy  men.  This  captain  had  met 
with  a  great  storm  at  sea,  and  had  put  into  the  port  of  Santa 
Maria,  which  the  Indians  call  Gayra,  50  or  60  leagues  from 
Carthaguna.  On  the  boats  going  on  shore  for  water,  the  ca- 
cique came  forwards  with  twenty  of  his  people,  dressed  Jn  a 
kind  of  cotton  cloaks,  though  the  natives  of  that  part  of  the 
coast  usually  go  naked.  He  advised  theih  not  to  take  water 
from  the  place  where  they  Were^  saying  that  it  was  not  good, 
and  offered  to  shew  them  another  river  of  better  water. 
But  on  coming  to  it,  they  could  not  get  their  boats  to  the 
place,  owing  to  a  heavy  surf,  und  returned  to  the  first  place. 
While  filling  their  casks,  about  seventy  armed  Indians  rush- 
ed suddenly  upon  them,  and  before  the  Spaniards  could 
stand  to  their  defence,  forty-five  of  them  were  wounded  by 
poisoned  arrows.  The  wounded  men  swam  off  to  the  ships, 
ns  the  Indians  had  ^tavcd  their  long-boat,  and  all  of  them 
died  save  one.  Seven  of  the  Spaniards  saved  themselves  in 
a  large  hollow  tree,  intending  to  swim  off  at  night ;  but  those 
on  l)oard  supposing  them  all  killed,  sailed  awuy  much  de- 
jected, for  Urabn,  to  inquire  after  Nicuessa.  Finding  no 
person  on  the  east  side  of  the  bay,  whbre  they  thought  to 
nave  found  either  their  own  men  or  those  belonging  to  Ho- 
jeda,  Colmenarcs  suspected  they  were  all  dead,  or  had  gone 
to  some  other  place ;  but  he  thought  fit  to  fire  o£P  some 
cannon,  that  they  might  hear  him  it  still  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  besides  which  he  made  fires  at  night,  and  smokes  by 
day  on  some  of  the  adjacent  high  rocks.  The  people  at 
Santa  Maria  el  Antiqua  del  Darien  heard  his  guns,  which 
resounded  through  the  whole  bay  to  the  westwards,  and 
making  signals  in  return,  he  came  to  them  about  the  middle 
of  November  1510.  Cohnenares  distributed  his  provisions 
among  the  colonists  of  Darien,  by  which  he  gained  the  good 
will  of  most  of  those  who  had  opposed  the  calling  of  Nicu- 
essa to  the  command,  whom  they  now  agreed  to  send  for 
that  he  might  assume  the  government.  "ii<i«  i^^>  '  'J*;«*'V 

fc.  .-,.Jw  Hi    Section 


CHAP.  Vf.  8pcr>  VII.    ShAsejuent  to  Colta^us, 


401 


'^ol- 


Section  VII. 

The  AdoetUttres,  Mi^fbrtuneSf  and  Death  of  D0»  Diego  ig 
Nicueisa,  thejbunder  ^  Mf  Colomf  of  Notice  de.  JOfios.   , 

Aft£R  DBrting  from  Hojeda,  whom  he  had  so  ffenieroiuly 
assisteJ}  Nicuesea  met  a  few  days  afterwards  with  as  gre«t 
misfortones  at  sea  as  Hojeda  had  encount^ed  by  land  j  for 
he  was  tossed  by  a  dreadful  tempest  from  withouti  and  be- 
trayed within  by  Lopex  de  Olano,  who,  perceividg  the  soutp 
dron  separated  by  the  storm,  took  one  of  die  laiftest  shipi 
mto  the  river  Chagre,  and  left  his  patron  to  shift  ror  hiiAs^ 
After  some  unludky  adventures,  Olano  arrived  at  Verag;ua, 
which  was  their  place  of  rendezvous,  where  he  endeavour^ 
to  perauade  the  people  to  abandon  their  ori|^nal  design  as 
impracticable,  and  to  sail  fbr  Hispaniola  to  make  the  most  of 
what  thev  had  left,  alleging  that  Nicuessa  had  certainly  pe- 
rished witli  all  his  men.  While  meditating  upon  this  pro- 
ject^ a  boat  came  into  the  port  with  four  meii,  who  reported 
that  Nicuessa  had  been  stranded  on  an  unknown,  coast,  and 
after  marcHinff  a  great  way  by  land  with  incredible  fatigue^ 
was  now  Mot  rar  off,  but  that  ne  and  his  followers  wore  m  a 
vety  miserable  condition.  On  hearing  this  melancholy  ao- 
cotmt,  Olfino  relented,  and  immediat^y  sent  back  the  bo&t 
with  proViuons  and  refreshmeUts,  which  came  very  oppor- 
tunely to  saVe  Nicuessa  and  his  men  froib  starving,  which 
they  certainly  must  have  done  without  this  seasonable  rieli^ 
Yet  this  did  itot  in  the  least  soften  his  resentment  against  O- 
lano  for  deserting  him,  whom  he  would  have  hanged,  if  he 
had  not  been  afraid  of  irritating  the  men,  and  instead  of  that 
he  put  him  hi  irons,  threatening  to  send  him  to  Spain  in  that 
condition.  The  authority,  however,  did  not  remain  long  in 
his  hauds  i  fbr,  endeavouring  to  establish  a  settlement  on  the 
Bethlehem  river,  he  was  so  straitened  for  provisions,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  a  part  of  his  men  there,  aiid  to  sail  with 
thfe  riest  to  Por^(^  Bello ;  but,  not  being  allowed  by  the  In- 
ditins  td  larid  there,  he  «iras  obliged  to  proceed  four  or  five 
leagues  faither  to  the  port  which  Columbus  named  Bastimen. 
tos.  Imniediately  on  entering  he  exclaimed,  Paremos  aqui 
en  el  nombte  de  Dios,  Let  us  stay  here  in  the  name  of  God; 
He  immediately  landed  and  began  to  erect  a  foitreM,  which 
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was  named  Nombre  de  DioSf  from  the  above  mentioned  ex- 
pression. He  had  not  been  long  here  till  he  fomid  himself 
as  much  straitened  for  provisions  as  at  Bethlehem,  on  which 
account  he  sent  one  of  his  ships  to  St  Dominffo  to  request 
assistance  from  the  governor.  Scarcely  was  this  vessel  out 
of  the  port,  before  wat  with  Colmenares  arrived  from  the 
river  Darien,  with  the  invitation  to  take  the  command  of  the 
iSpanish  colony  at  that  place.  Colmenares  and  his  men  were 
so  astonished  to  see  the  miserable  condition  of  Nicuessa  and 
seventy  of  his  people,  who  were  all  that  remained  with  him 
tit  Nombre  de  Dios,  that  they  shed  tears.  They  were  lean, 
ragged,  and  barefooted,  and  excited  pity  by  the  recital  of  the 
intolerable  distresses  they  had  undergone,  and  the  numbers 
of  their  companions  who  had  already  died. 

Colmenares  did  all  he  could  to  comfort  Nicuessa,  telling 
him  that  the  people  of  Darien  wished  him  to  come  and  as- 
sume the  government  of  that  colony,  which  was  situated  in  a 
Une  country  abounding  in  provisions,  and  which  did  not 
wa(nt  gold.  Nicuessa  began  to  recover  his  spirits,  by  the 
seasbnabls  supply  of  provisions,  and  the  comfortable  intelli- 
gence brought  by  Colmenares,  and  gave  thanks  to  God  for 
tnis  merciful  relief.  But  he  soOn  forieited  the  reputation  for 
prudence  which  he  had  formerly  enjoyed  among  the  colonists 
of  Hispaniola ;  as,  forgetting  the  miserable  condition  from 
which  he  was  so  recently  relieved,  and  not  considerinff  thct 
the  people  of  Darien  had  submitted  to  his  authority  of  their 
own  free  will,  he  foolishly  declared  in  public  that  he  would 
take  all  their  Fold  from  them  on  his  arrival,  and  would  even 
punish  them  for  encroaching  on  his  province.  This  news 
soon  spread  abroad,  and  he  even  had  the  imprudence  to  send  a 
caravel  before  him  to  Darien,  having  a  desire  to  examine 
some  islands  which  lay  in  the  way  thither.  That  same  night, 
Olano,  who  still  remained  a  prisoner,  conversed  with  some 
of  the  people  who  came  from  Dariei},  to  incense  them  a- 
gainst  ISicuessB ;  and  when  Nicuessa  was  embarking,  he  said 
to  some  of  those  who  were  in  his  confidence,  "  Nicuessa 
fancies  he  will  bo  as  well  received  by  Hojedas  men,  as  by  us 
after  hiis  shipwreck  at  Veragua,  but  he  will  probablv  find  a 
CcMisidemble  difference'."  .mmes  Albetes  and  the  bacheloi 
Corral  were  in.  the  caravel  which  went  before,  and  gave  no- 
tice to  the  colonists  at  Darien  of  the  threats  which  Nicuessa 
had  made,  of  taking  away  their  gold  and  punishing  them  ; 
saying  that  his  niisibrtunes  had  rendered  him  peevish  and 

cruel. 
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cruel,  abusing  all  who  were  under  his  authority.     From  the 
little  islands  which  he  had  stopped  to  explore,  Nicuessa  sent 
one  Juan  de  Cayzedo  to  acquaint  the  colony  at  Darien  of  his 
approach ;  and  this  man  being  privately  his  enemy,  still  far- 
ther exasperated  the  people  against  him,  so  that  they  came  , 
to  a  resolution  not  to  admit  him  into  the  colony.     This  reso-  « 
lution  was  principally  forwarded  by  Balboa,  who   secretly  i 
advised  all  the  principal  people  to  exclude  him,  yet  deelsirea  i 
in  public  that  he  was  tor  receiving  Nicuessa,  and  ev^n  got  ^ 
the  public  notary  to  give  him  a  certifiCfite  to  that  effect '.      '  ?< 

After  spending  eight  days  among  these  '  islands,  where  he 
took  a  few  Indians  for  staves,  Nicuessa  made  sail  for  Dariehi  , 
On  coming  to  the  landing-place,  he  found  many  of  the  Sp(if  m 
niards  on  the  shore  waiting  his  arrival';  when,  to  his  creatt  <% 
surprise,  one  of  them  required  hiih  in  the  name  oif  alT  thiB||^ 
rest,  to  return  to  his  own  govei'nment  of  Nombre  de  Dio&;  f^, 
Nicuessa  landed  next  day;  when  the  people  of  J!)ari^i  ea^-& 
deavoured  to  seize  him,  but  he  was  extrabrdinarilv  swih  of 
foot,  and  none  of  them  could  overtake  him.  <    Balboa  pre^ 
vented  the  colonists  from  proceedttig  to  any  farther  extremities^ 
fearing  they  might  have  put  Nicuessa  to  death,  and  ^yen  peiV 
suaded  them  to  listen  to  Nicuessa,  who  entreated  them,  sinos 
they  would  not  receive  him  as  their  governor ,^  that  ih&y 
would  admit  him  among  them  as  a  companion ;  which  'the^ 
peremptorily  refusing,  he  even  requested  them  ti>  keep'  hini ' 
as  a  prisoner,  for  he  would  rather  die  than  'go  badttid  stiu^e 
at  Nombre  de  Dlos.     In  spitd  of  every  thing  >  he  could  iirgdi 
they  forced  him  to  embark  in  an  old  rotten  bark," with  'aboufc 
seventeen  of  his  men,  ordering  them  to  return  to  Nombn; 
de  Dios,  on  ^Min  of  b^ing  sunk  if  they  remaib^  at  Bai^ien; 
Nicuessa  and  his  people  accordingly  set  sail,  but  were  nevef 
seen  more,  and  no  cttie  knew  what  became  of  them.'    Theve 
was  a  story  current  in  the  West  Indies,-  that  when  the  Spa.- 
niards  came  afterwards  tosetde  the  island  of  Cuba,  they  fonmd 
inscribed  on  the  bark  of  a  large  tr^j  **  Here  the  unfortu«» 
nate  Nicuessa  finished  his  life  and  miieri^s."    '       :j  i;         it 
-iii-',  ,  b'^iioW>bii  >•(   w'li'l  YtL     .Uh\i  iri$£CTIO«r 


1  We  learn  from  the  history  of  the  conquett;  of  Mexkoi  by  Bcmal  Diiur 
del  Castillo,  one  of  the  conquerors,  that  the  gpverairitot  of  the  province  of 
Tierra  Firma,  in  which  Danen  and  Nombre  de  Dios  were  situated*  was  af- 
terwards grantpd  by  the  court  of  Spain  to  Pedro  Arias  de  Avila;,  in  1514, 
who  gave  his'daughter  in  marriage  to  Visto  Nugnez  de  Balboa ;  yet  caused 
him  afterwards  to  be  beheaded;  on  suspicion  that  he  intended  to  revolt. 
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Section  VIII. 

Tht  Conquest  and  Settlement  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  iy  Di^ 

Felasquex, 

'  Thb  admiral  Don  James  Columbus  was  much  blamed  for 
not  endeavouring  to  eive  succour  to  these  adventurers,  ak 
though  the  grants  which  they  had  received  of  separate  go* 
vemments  were  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  just  rights. 
Hit  enemies  made  use  of  this  to  his  prejudice  at  the  court  of 
SpAin,  #h)ch  was  always  jealous  of  him,  and  listened  there^ 
$me  with  much  eomplacency  to  every  complaint  that  was 
proffbred  aoainst  him.  He  On  the  other  hand*  was  very 
aoasible  of  the  disposition  of  the  court,  and  used  every  means 
lie  could  think  of  to  secure  his  riehts  in  these  cbuntries,  puN 
iuant  to  the  affreemeiit  which  had  been  made  with  his  fitther. 
hk  this  tiew,  having  leamt  that  the  court  was  desirous  of 
^N»vering  and  odonizin^  the  ^preat  island  of  Cuba,  dkhough 
th^re  were  no  accounts  of  any  rich  mines  in  that  country,  he 
ttm^fd  to  be  b^orriiand  with  the  court,  and  sent  a  body  of 
Toetk  thtfe  at  the  bi^nnin^  of  the  year  1511,  under  a  confi- 
^eiitial  person ;  that  having  a  lieutenant  there  of  his  own^ 
the  court  might  httve  no  pretence  for  granting  it  away  to  new 
ondertake^,  as  th^  had  doiie  that  part  m  the  continent 
whidi  was  discovelrtd  by  his  fiilher,  and  even  the  island  of 
Jamtucii,  which  last,  however,  he  had  recovered.  For  thia 
purpose,  he  made  choice  of  James  Vehsques,  who  was  the 
weatthitst  and  best  bek>ved  of  all  the  Spanish  inhabitants  df 
Hi(|MuiioU,  and  was  besides  a  man  of  experience,  and  of  ^ 
mlla  and  affidble  temper,  who  knew  well  how  to  maintain  his 
authori^.  As  sotm  as  it  was  known  in  Hispaniola  that  ¥&• 
luquez  was  going  td  establish  a  settlement  in  Cuba,  diun- 
f^oe  of  peo^e  resolved  to  bear  him  compahy,  some  of  themi 
from  attachment  to  his  person,  and  others  because  they  wtte 
involved  in  debt.  All  these  rendezvoused  at  the  town  of  Sal" 
vatierra  de  la  Zavana^  at  the  western  extremity  of  Hispaniola, 
whence  they  proposed  to  embai^  fer  Cuba. 

BefiMTcf  proceeding  with  the  transactions  bf  Velasqilez,  it 
may  be  proper  to  ^ive  some  desermtlon  of  the  island  of  Cu- 
Ima  from  the  Spamsh  writers.  Cuba  is  wi^n  tJie  trqpic  of 
Oinoex^  flrtua  20b  to  21«  of  N.  ktltnde.    It  is  230  leasues  ut 
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length,  from  Cape  St  Antonio  to  Cape  Mayci,    Its  breadth 
between  Cape  Cruze  and  port  Manati  is  for^-five  league*, 
jivhence  it  narrows  to  about  twelve  leagues  between  Matanu^ 
no  and  the  Havanna.    Most  of  the  island  is  ilat,  and  full  of 
;woods  and  forests }  but  from  the  eastern  point  of  Mayd, 
there  are  exceedingly  high  mountains  for  thirQr  leagues. 
Beyond  these  to  the  westwards,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  is- 
land, there  are  many  hills,  but  not  very  high.     Many  fine 
rivers  run  dow^  the  sides  of  these  hills,  both  to  the  north 
and  south,  which  are  full  of  fish,  especially  skates  and  olaves, 
which  ascend  the  streams  a  great  way  from  the  sea.    On  the 
south  of  Cuba  there  are  a  prodigious  number  of  small  is- 
lands, which  were  named  the  Queens  Garden,  by  the  admiral 
Don  Christopher  Columbus.    There  are  other  small  islands 
on  the  north' side,  though  not  so  numerous,  which  Velasquez 
named  the  Kings  Garden.     About  the  middle  of  the  south 
side,  a  considerable  river,  named  Cauto  by  the  nativ««,  runs 
into  the  sea,  containing  vast  numbers  of  alligators,  the  banks 
of  which  river  are  very  agreeable.    The  island  is  wonderful- 
ly well  wooded,  insomuch  that  people  may  travel  almost  SSO 
leagues,  or  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  always  under 
their  shelter.    Among  these  are  sweetnscented  red  cedars  of 
such  astonishing  size,  that  the  natives  used  to  make  canoes 
of  one  stick  hdlowed  out,  large  enough  to  contain  fi%  or 
sixty  persons,  and  such  were  once  very  common  in  Cubft. 
There  are  such  numbers  of  storax  trees,  that  if  any  one  goes 
up  to  a  heieht  in  the  morning,  the  vapours  arisinff  firom  the 
earth  smell  stronuly  of  storax,  coming  from  the  fires  made 
by  the  natives  in  me  evening,  which  are  now  drawn  up  from 
the  earth  by  the  rising  sun.    Another  kind  of  tree  produces 
a  fruit  called  xaquas,  which  being  laid  by  four  or  five  dayis, 
though  gaUiered  unripe,  become  fiill  of  a  liquor  like  honey, 
and  richer  than  the  finest  pears.    Tliere  are  jgreat  quantities 
of  wild  vines,  which  dimo  very  high  on  the  trees  j  these 
bear  grapes,  from  which  wine  has  bem  made,  which  is  some- 
what sharp.    Such  is  their  universal  abundance  all  over  the 
island,  thtit  the  Spaniards  used  to  say  there  was  a  vineyard  in 
Cuba  2S0  leagues  in  length.    Some  of  the  trunks  of  these  vines 
are  as  thick  as  a  mans  m)dy.    Tlie  whole  island  is  very  Dle»> 
sani,  more  temperate  and  healthy  than  Hispaniola,  ana  has 
safer  harbours  tor  ships,  made  by  nature,  than  anv  that  have 
been  constructed  by  art  in  other  countries.    On  ^Joe  southern 
coast  is  that  of  St  Jago,  which  is  in  foim  of  a  cross,  and 
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Xi^ptast  which  is  hardly  to  be  matched  in  all  the  world.  Its  en- 
try is  not  above  a  cross-bow  shot  in  breadth,  and  the  interior 
part  is  10  leagues  in  circumference,  having  three  little  islands 
to  which  ships  may  be  fastened  by  means  of  stakes,  where 
they  are  safe  from  every  wind  that  blows,  being  everywhere 
shut  in  by  high  mountains  as  in  a  house.     In  this  harbour 
the  Indians  had  pens  in  which  they  shut  up  the  fish.     On  the 
north  side  toere  are  likewise  good  harbours,  the  best  of  which 
was  formerly  called  Carentu,  but  now  Uavanna,  which  is  so 
large  sind  safe  that  few  can  be  compared  to  it.    Twenty 
leagues  east  is  the  harl>our  of  Matanaos,  which  is  not  quite 
safe.     About  the  middle  of  the  island  there  is  another  good 
port,  called  del  Principe ;  and  almost  at  the  end  is  the  port 
of  Baraca,  where  good  ebony  js  cut.     All  along  this  coast 
there  are  good  anuiorages,  tnough  none  so  large  nnd  com- 
modious as  those  already  mentioned. 

Cuba  produces  great  numbers  of  birds,  as  pigeons,  turtle- 
doves, partridges  like  those  of  Spain  but  smaller,  and  cranes. 
There  are  none  of  these  two  latter  on  the  other  islands,  but 
(there  are  cranes  on  the  continent.    There  is  another  bird, 
not  found  on  the  continent,  as  large  as  cranes,  which  are 
j  white  when  youngf  "but  grow  red  at  their  full  growth,  which 
are.  called  Jlamences  ox  ncmingos.    These  would  have  been 
-jmuch  valued  in  New  Spain,  for  the  curious  feather-works 
which  are  made  by  the  natives.     These  flamingos  are  found 
in  vast  flocks  ,ef  500  to  1000  toaether.    They  seldom  fly,  but 
stand  much  in  the  water.     When  the  Indians  kept  any.  of 
these  birds  about  their  houses,  they  had  to  put  salt  into  the 
water  they  gave  them  to  drink,     lliere  are  infinite  numbers 
of  parrots,  which  are  very  good  eating  when  young,  about 
^c  month  of  May.    They  have  few  land  animals,  except  a 
kmd  of  rabbits  like  those  of  Hispanipla  s  but  to  make  amends 
for  this  want,  they  have  vast  quantities  of  fish  both  in  the 
sea  and  the  river8<:  among  these  the  chiefest  is  tortoises  or 
turtles,'  ih  vast  abundance,  excellent  of  their  kind,  and  very 
wholesome,  which  cure  the  leprosy  and  the  itch,  in  such  as 
are  ccmtent  to  make  them  their  constant  food.    It  produces 
maize  or.  Indian  corn  in  great  abundance ;  and  every  thii^ 
considered,  it  nlay  be  pronounced  the  finest  and  best  provi£ 
ed  country  ih  that  part  of  the  world.     The  natives  of,  Cuba 
wei^  of  the  same  nation  with  those  of  the  Lucayos  islands,  a 
good  sort  of  people,  and  very  wdl  tempered.    Thev  were 
governed  by  caciques,  having  towns  of  200  or  SOO  nouses, 
in  each  of  which  several  families  resided,  as  in  Hispaniola. 
■A...:,.^^/,-       ....    :---:-  -:• -.-..r.    ■  They 
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They  had  no  religion,  having  no  temples,  idols,  or  sacrifices; 
but  they  had  a  kind  of  conjuring  priests  or  jugglers,  like  those 
in  Hispaniola,  who  pretended  to  have  communication  with 
the  devil,  and  to  obtain  answers  from  him  to  their  questions. 
To  obtain  this  favour,  they  fasted  three  or  four  months, 
usinff  only  the  juice  of  herbs ;  and  when  reduced  tP  extreme 
weauiess,  they  were  worthy  of  inspiration,  and  to  be  ^form- 
ed whether  the  seasons  of  the  year  would  be  favouirable  or 
otherwise  i    what  children  were  to  be  bom,   and  whether 
those  bom  were  to  live,  and  such  like  questions.    These  con. 
jurors,  who  were  called  behiqueSf  were  the  oracles  of  the  na- 
tives, whom  they  led  into  many  superstitions  and  absurdities; 
pretending  to  cure  the  sick  by  blowing  on  them,  and  other 
mummeries,   muttering   some  unint^igible  words  between 
their  teeth.     Tlie  natives  of  Cuba  acknowledged  that  the 
heavens  and  earth,  and  all  thines  contained  in  these,  had 
been  created.    They  are  even  said  tp  have  had  traditions  con- 
cerning the  flood,  and  the  destruction  of  the  world  by  water, 
occasioned  by  three  perspns  who  came  three  several,  ways. 
The  old  men  reported,  that  a  sage  who  knew  the  approach- 
ing deluge,  built  a  great  ship,  into  which  he  went  with  his 
family,  and  many  animals.    That  he  sent  out  a  crow,  which 
remained  a  long  while  out,  feeding  on  the  dead  bodies,  and 
afterwards  returned  with  a  green  branch.     They  added  many 
other  particulars    respecting  the  deluge,    even   to  two   of 
Noah's   sons    covering  him  when  drunk,  while   the   third 
scoffed  him  j  adding  that  the  Indians  were  descended  from 
the  latter,  and  therefore  had  no  clothes,  whereas  the  &>a- 
niards  descended  ftcm  the  other  sons,  and  had  thercrore 
clothes  and  horses.     As  they  Jived  in  towns  under  the  au- 
thority of  caciques,  it  is  probable  that  the  will  of  these  chiefs 
servcu  as  law. 

Some  time  before  the  expedition  of  Velasquez  to  Cuba,  a 
cacique  of  the  province  ot  Guatiba^  in  Hispaniola,  named 
Maiuexf^  to  escape  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards,  went  over 
to  the  eastern  end  of  Cuba  with  as  many  of  his  people  as  he 
could  induce  to  accompany  him ;  the  distance  between  the 
two  islands  being  only  eighteen  leagues.  He  settled  with  his 
followers  in  the  nearest  district  of  Cuba,  called  Mayciy  re- 
ducing the  inhabitants  of  that  place  to  subjection  y  but  not  to 
slavery.  In  fact  slavery  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
practised  in  any  part  of  the  West  Indies,  no  difference  being 
made  even  by  the  caciques  between  their  people  and  their 
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continent,  wh^e  they  ^^^^".'"f^ther  Province,  of  the 
their  Idols.  This  cacLe  H^. '^"^*^  pnsoners  of  war  to 
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After  this  example  of  wverity,  the  whole  province  of  Mayd 
.  sul^itted,  DO  one  darins  any  longer  to  resist.    When  it  was 
known  in  Jamaica  that  Velasquez  had  gone  with  the  ooin- 
inand  to  Cuba,  many  of  those  who  were  with  Esquibel  asked 
leave  to  go  and  serve  under  him.     Among  these  was  Panfilo 
de  Narvaez,  a  gentleman  of  a  graceful  persiMi,  well  bdiaved, 
but  rather  imprudent.    He  carried  with  him  a  company  of 
thirty  cross-bows,  and  was  well  receiv9d  hy  Velasquez,  who 
gave  him  the  chief  command  under  himseln    When  the  In> 
dians  of  the  province  of  Mayci  were  reduced  under  subjeo- 
tipn,  Velasquez  distributed  them  among  the  I^Mpiards  as  had 
formerly  been  done  in  Hispaniola  by  Obando,  taking  the  in- 
habitants of  five  Indian  towns  to  himself.     He  likewise 
founded  a  town  at  a  harbour  on  the  north  side  of  the  island, 
called  Barracoa  by  the  natives,  which  was  the  first  Spanish 
colony  in  this  island.    From  this  place  Velasquez  sent  Nar- 
vaez with  thirty  men  to  reduce  the  province  of  Bayamo,  a- 
bout  50  leagues  from  Barracoa,  a  fine  open  country,  very 
fertile  and  agreeable.    Of  this  company,  Narvaez  alone  was 
mounted,  all  the  rest  marching  on  toot.    The  natives  of  the 
country  came  out  submissivdy  to  meet  Narvaez,  bringing 
him  provisions,  as  they  had  no  gold,  and  were  very  rau^  a- 
stonished  at  the  sight  of  the  mare  on  which  Narvaez  rode. 
The  Spaniards  took  up  their  residence  in  a  town  belonging 
to  the  Indians,  who,  seeing  the  small  number  of  their  invad- 
ers, resolved  to  rid  themselves  of  them  by  surprise.    Nar- 
vaez was  bv  no  means  sufficiently  watchful*  yet  had  his  mare  a- 
Ipng  with  him  in  the  house  where  he  lay,  and  a  guard  posted 
during  the  night.    Near  seven  thousand  Indians  had  assem- 
bled from  all  parts  of  the  province,  armed  with  bows  and  ar- 
i^h>ws,  who  had  resolved  to  fall  upon  Narvaez  and  the  l^>a- 
niards  after  midnight,  though  it  was  unusual  for  them  to 
fig^t  during  the  nisht.    The^  gave  the  assault  in  two  places 
at  once,  and  founa  the  centmds  asleep  on  their  posts  {  but 
being  more  eager  to  plunder  the  Spaniards  than  to  kill  them^ 
as  they  had  always  anxiously  wished  for  clothing  ever  since 
they  saw  the  Christians,  they  did  not  observe  the  time  pre- 
viously concerted,  but  began  their  several  attacks  at  different 
times,  and  one  of  the  parties,  which  was  the  most  fcnrward, 
even  entered  the  town  shouting.-    Narvaez  awoke  in  greet 
consternation,  and  the  Spaniards,  who  were  astonished  at  the 
noise,  knew  not  well  what  to  do  in  their  fi-ight.    At  length, 
tl^e  Indians  whom  Narvaez  had  brought  with  him  from  Ja- 
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maica,  lighted  acme  firebrands,  by  which  the  Spaniard!  were 
enabled  to  aee  their  danger  i  and  Narvaez,  though  wounded 
bj  a  stone,  found  means  to  come  at  his  mare,  which  he 
mounted,  and  rallied  his  Spaniards  to  their  defence.  At 
that  time  part  of  the  horse  furniture  used  by  the  Spaniards 
was  hung  with  bells  j  and  on  hearing  the  sound  of  these,  and 
seeing  I^Murvoez  coming  towards  them  at  a  round  trot,  with 
his  sword  drawn,  thev  lost  heart,  and  not  only  abandoned 
the  enterprise,  but  Aed  out  of  the  country,  some  of  them  to 
the  distance  of  50  leagues,  leaving  none  but  their  old  and 
decrepid  people  beliimf.  After  this  Velasquez  sent  a  rein- 
forcement to  Narvaez«  who  became  absolute  master  of  the 
country. 


Section  IX.  •  . 

Tie  Strange  Expedition  of  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  to  Discover 
ike  Fountain  of  Youth,  in  which  he  Discovered  Florida  and 
the  Bahama  Channel.  ,^ 

We  have  already  seen  that  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  had  been 
restored  to  the  government  of  Porto  Rico  by  the  interest  of 
his  friend  Obandu,  and  had  sent  his  predecessors,  Cerron 
and  Diaz,  prisoners  into  Spain.  This  circumstance,  which 
he  thought  a  bold  stroke  in  politics,  turned  much  asainst 
himself  i  for  these  men  presented  a  petition  against  him  to 
the  court  of  Spain,  and  being  strongly  supported  by  the  in- 
terest of  the  admiral,  they  were  sent  back  to  resume  their 
former  employments.  By  this  reverse,  De  Leon  was  redu- 
ced to  a  private  condition ;  bqt  he  had  made  ffood  use  of  his 
time,  and  had  acquired  a  large  fortune,  whicn  induced  him 
to  attempt  recovering  his  power  and  credit  by  means  of  dis- 
coveries. He  accordingly  sailed  from  the  port  of  St  Ger- 
man on  the  Ist  of  March  1512,  with  two  stout  sliips  which 
he  had  fitted  out  at  his  own  expence;  and  steering  through 
among  the  Lucayos  islands,  he  discovered  land  on  the  2d 
April,  in  lat.  30<>  8'  N.  till  then  unknown  to  the  Spa- 
niards. Elated  by  this  good  fortune,  he  ran  along  the  coast 
ULtearch  of  some  good  harbour,  and  anchored  at  night  near 
the  shore  in  eight  fathoms  water.  Believing  tliis  land  to  be 
Ml  island,  and  because  it  appeared  beautiful,  being  all  level, 
with  many  pleasant  groves,  he  named  it  the  island  of  Fiori' 
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dUf  alM)  because  disovercd  at  Easter,  which  the  Spaniard! 
call  Patcha  de  Flares.    De  Leon  went  on  shore  at  tnit  place 
to  take  formal  poueMion  of  the  country.     He  sailed  thence 
on  the  8.th  of  April,  and  came  to  a  place  on  the  20th,  where 
some  Indians  were  seen  on  the  shore.     Ho  here  anchored 
and  went  ashore,  when  the  Indians  endeavoured  to  iget  pos- 
session of  the  iMMt,  with  the  oars  and  arms.     Tliis  wto  not 
at  first  resented,  till  one  of  the  natives  knfx:kcd  down  a  sai- 
lor with  a  blow  on  the  head,  on  which  the  Spaniards  were  o- 
bligc'd  to  fight  in  tlieir  own  defence,  and  had  two  men  wounded 
by  arrows  or  darts  pointed  with  tthoip  bones.     The  Indians 
were  repulsed  with  some  difficulty,  and  received  little  da- 
mage ;  and  at  night  Dc  Leon  got  his  men  on  board  and 
sailed  to  the  mouth  of  a  river,  where  he  took  in  wood  and 
water.     They  were  here  ineffectually  opposed  by  sixty  natives, 
one  of  whom  was  made  prisoner  to  give  them  Home  informa- 
tion of  the  country,  and  to  learn  Spanish.     They  called  this 
river  Bio  de  la  Cruz^  as  they  left  in  this  place  a  stone  cross 
with  an  inscription.     On  the  8th  of  May  they  doubled  Cape 
Florida,  which  was  named  Cabo  de  las  Corrientest  or  the  Cape 
of  Currents,  because  they  found  the  currents  here  strong- 
er than  the  winds ;  and  they  came  to  an  anchor  near  a  town 
called  Abacoa.    All  this  coast,  from  Cape  Arracaifes  to  Cape 
Corrientes,  or  Cupe  Florida,  lies  north  and  south,  one  point 
east,  and  is  all  quite  free  of  shoals  and  rocks,  with  six  fa- 
thoms water.     They  found  Cape  Florida  to  be  in  lat.  IB**  15' 
N.    Sailing  on  to  the  southward,  till  in  lat.  27",  they  met  with 
two  islands,  one  of  which,  about  a  league  in  circuit,  they 
named  Santa  Monta  '. 

,On  the  1 5th  of  May,  they  proceeded  1 0  leagues  along  n  line  of 
small  islands,  as  far  as  two  white  ones,  and  cal^  the  wholegroup 
los  Martyres^  or  the  Martyrs,  because  the  high  rocks  at  a  dis- 
tance hod  the  appearance  of  men  upon  crosses.  This  name 
has  been  since  considered  as  prophetic,  on  account  of  the 
great  numbers  of  seamen  who  have  been  lost  on  these  rocks. 
They  held  o  cheir  course,  sometimes  north,  and  sometimes 
north-east,  and  on  the  24th  were  as  far  to  the  southwards  as 
some  small  isiands  lying  out  to  sea,  yet  never  perceived  that  they 
were  going  along  the  continent.     Finding  a  convenient  place 

•Ibr 
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iv'  rThe  account  of  this  voysjie  n  often  contradictory,  and  almost  always 
unintelligible.  In  this  instance,  De  Leon  is  made,  with  a  southern  course, 
to  increase  his  latitude  almost  luae  degrees  to  the  north. — £. 
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for  wood  and  water,  tbey  remained  here  to  the  8d  of  June, 
careening  one  of  their  ships  called  the  St  Christopher. 
Here  the  Indians  came  out  in  canoes  to  see  the  Christians, 
as  the  Spaniards  declined  going  on  shore,  though  often  in- 
vited by  signs.  One  day,  hieing  about  to  weigh  an  anchor, 
only  to  remove  it  to  fresh  ground,  the  Indians  supposing  the 
Christians  were  going  away,  came  off  in  their  canoes  and 
laid  hold  of  the  cable,  meanins  to  draw  the  ship  away }  on 
which  some  men  were  sent  in  the  long-boat  to  dnve  them  a- 
way,  and  following  the  Indians  to  the  shore,  took  four  wo- 
men, and  destroyed  two  old  canoes.  At  times  while  here, 
they  bartered  wiui  the  Indians  for  some  skins,  and  a  small 
quantity  of  indifferent  gold.  On  the  4th  of  June,  while 
waiting  for  a  wind  to  go  in  search  of  a  cacique  named  Car- 
los, who  was  said  to  have  gold,  by  some  Indians  on  board, 
a  canoe  came  off  having  an  Indian  on  board  who  understood 
Spanish,  and  was  supposed  to  be  a  native  of  Hispaniola,  or 
some  of  the  islands  inhabited  by  Christians.  This  man  dfr* 
sired  them  to  wait,  as  the  cacique  would  send  gold  to  barter. 
They  accordinfl^y  waited,  and  soon  saw  twenty  canoes  com- 
ing towards  them,  some  of  which  were  made  fast  two  and 
two  together.  A  part  of  these  went  to  the  anchors,  and  o^ 
thors  to  the  ships,  and  began  to  fight.  As  those  at  the  an- 
chors were  unable  to  weigh  them,  they  attempted  to  cut  the 
cables ;  but  a  long-boat  was  sent  out  against  them,  .which  o- 
bliged  them  to  fly,  takiiu;  four  men  and  killing  several  others. 
De  Leon  sent  two  of  his  prisoners  to  the  cacique,  saying 
that  although  he  had  killed  a  Spaniard,  he  was  willing  to 
treat  of  peace  and  friendship.  Next  day  the  boats  went  to 
sound  the  harbour,  and  some  of  the  men  landed.  Some  In- 
dians brought  a  message  from  the  cacique,  saying  that  he 
would  come  next  day  on  purpose  to  trade :  But  thisi  was 
merely  a  feint  to  gain  time,  that  they  might  collect  their 
power ;  as  at  eleven  o'clock,  eighty  canoes  full  of  armed  men 
attacked  the  nearest  ship,  and  fought  till  night  without  doing 
the  Spaniards  any  harm,  all  their  arrows  falling  short,  as 
tliey  durst  not  come  near,  for  fear  of  the  cross-bows  and  ar- 
tillery. At  night  the  Indians  retired.  Having  remained 
here  nine  days,  they  began  to  think  of  returning  to  Hispa- 
niola and  Porto  Rico,  and  discovered  some  isluiuls  by  the 
way,  of  which  they  received  intelligence  from  the  Indian  pri- 
soners they  had  on  board.  Tbey  sailed  among  islands  till  the 
Slst,  when  they  arrived  at  some  small  islands  which  they  cal- 
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led  las  TortugdB,  or  the  Tortoises,  as  the;^  took  L70  of  \aMM 
creatures  in  a  vary  short  Utne  in  one  of  these  islands\and 
might  have  h&d  many  ilicre  if  they  would.    Oil  thK  SAthp 
seemg  land,  they  came  to  an  anchor  to  overhaul  their  iails 
and, tackle,  but  coukt  not  tell  whereabout  they  if  en,    M>st 
^f  tli^m  thought  it  was  the  island  of  Cuba,  because  tley 
flHind  ctooes  and  dogs,  with  some  knives  afnd  otlier  tools  y>f 
iron.    On  the  26th  of  July  they  were  toiong  a  partel  Vf 
low  islands,  still  isnorant  of  their  situation,  till  De  Lc 
sent  to  examine  anlsland  which  he  believed  to  be 
in  #hich  he  was  confirmed  by  an  old  woman  who  was  fou 
alone  in  another  island.    They  were  likewise  confirmed  iti  t 
drcumstanoe  by  James  Mirudo,  a  pilot,  who  happened  to 
there  with  a  boat  fi-om  Hispaniola.     Having  ranged  bt 
wards  aftd  ^^wards  to  the  28d  of  SeptemMr,  and  refit 
their  ships,  Juan  Ponce  de  Lton  sent  one  of  his  ships;  oom^ 
mttnde<l  by  Juan  Perez  de  Ortubia,  with  Ailtofuo  de  Aktoi^ 
noB  as  pilot,  with  orders  to  examine  th6  isknd  cf  Bimini,  ii^ 
which  the  Indians  reported  there  was  a  spring  which  madel 
o^  people  young  again.      Twenty  days  afitmrards,  Judnj 
Ponce  returned  to  Porto  Rico,  and  not  long  afterwards  the 
•hip  returned  there  which  he  had  sent  to  Kmini,  but  widi- 
Ottt  discovering  the  famous  i^riog.    Ortubia  rqwrted  thiit 
the  island  was  large,  and  pleasantly  diversified  with  hiUs; 
(dains,  imd  meadows,  having  many  rivers  and  dehghtfol 
groves  *. 

Besides  his  main  design  of  making  discoveries,  which  all 
Spaniards  then  aqpired  to,  Ponce  was  eager  to  find  out  the 
spring  of  Bimini,  and  a  certaiii  river  m  Fbrida,  both  of 
which  ^ere  ttfiirm«d  by  the  Iridians  of  Cuba  to  have  the  pro- 
perty of  turning  old  people  yoilng  by  bathii^  in  their  wa- 
t»s.  Some  time  b^ore  the  arri'val  of  the  Spaniards,  manjr 
Indians  were  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  reality  of  such  a 
river,  that  thq^  went  over  to  Fbrida,  where  tli^  built  a 
town,  and  their  descendants  still  tontinue  there.  Hiik  re^ 
port  prevailed  so  universally  among  the  caciqute  in  these 
parts,  that  there  was  not  a  brook  in  all  Florida,  nay  scarcely 
a  lake  or  puddle,  that  they  had  not  bathed  in  j  and  some 

still 


'i^  •■vSrt  (pf\ 


t  ThU  account  of' the  island  of  BInuni  u  perfectly  ridiculout,  uits 
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still  l^orantly  persist  in  believing  that  thif>  virtue  resides  iii 
the  ?iver  nowxalled  Jordan^  at  Cape  Santa  Helena,  forgetting 
tha/  the  Spaliiiards  first  gave  it  this  name  in  1520,  when 
th^discovered  the  country  of  CAtcora. 

irhou^  this  voyage  of  Ponce  de  Leon  turned  out  to '  no 
ai^xnint  to  him,  it  gave  him  encouragement  to  go  to  court 
Uaetk  a  reward  for  the  countries  Yie  nad  discovered,  which 
U  believed  io  be  all  islands,  and  not  the  continent,  fls  it  af- 
irwards  turned  out     Yet  hid  voyage  was  beneficial,  on  a(>v 
«>unt  of  the  route  soon  afterwards  found  out,  by  which  the 
hips  returned  to  l^>ain  through  the  Bahama  channel^  'Which 
vas  firtit  accompiisned  by  the  pilot  Antonio  de  AlaminoSf 
brmerly  mentioned.     For  the  better  understanding  this  voy- 
ige  of  Juan  Ponce,  it  must  be  understood  that  there  are 
l;hree  different  fgroups  in  the  archipelago  o"  the  Lucayos. 
The  first  is  composed  of  the  Bahama  islands,  giving  name 
to  the  channel  where  the  currents  are  most  impetuous.     The 
second  is  called  los  Organos;  and  the  third  los   ^*^rtureSf 
jwhich  are  next  the  shore  of  los  Tortugas  to  the  w<    >  ^   Is ; 
which  last  being  all  sand,  cannot  be  seen  at  any    :^  >  .ce, 
wherefore  many  ships  have  perished  on  them,  and  aii  along 
the  coasts  of  the  Bahama  channel  and  theTortugas  islands. 
Havanna  in  the  island  of  Cuba  is  to  the  southwards,  and 
Florida  to  the  northward,  and  between  these  are  all  the  be-, 
fore  mentioned  islands,  of  Organos,  Bahamas,   Marlyres^' 
and  ToTtugas.     Between  Havanna  and  los  Martyres,  there 
is  a  channel  with  a  violent  current,  twenty  leagues  over  at 
the  narrowest ;  and  it  is  fourteen  leagues  from  los  Martyres  to 
Florida.     Between  certain  islands  to  the  eastwards,  and  the 
widest  part  of  this  passage  to  the  westwards,  is  forty  leagues, 
with  many  shoals  and  deep  channels ;  but  there  is  no  wavin 
this  direction  for  ships  or  brigantines,  only  for  canoes.     The 
passage  from  the  Havanna,  for  Spain  is  along  the  Bahama 
channel,  between  the  Havanna  the  Martyres,  the  Lucayos, 
and  Cape  Canaveral ;  and  the  giving  occasion  to  this  disco- 
very was  the  great  merit  of  Ponce  de  Leon,  for  which  he 
was  well  rewarded  in  Spain. 
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Sbgtion  X. 

Tke  Martyrdom  of  two  Dominican  Friars  on  the  coast  of  Fe^ 
nezuelat  through  the  Avarice  of  the  •  Spaniards, 

•n>  These  happened  about  this  time  a  very  singular 'and  me- 
lancholy event)  which  I  &id  recorded  in  many  Spanish  his- 
torians, which  shews  to  what  a  height  corruption  had  grown 
in  so  short  a  time  among  the  Spanish  settlements  in  the 
West  Indies.  Reports  had  reached  Spain  of  the  harsh  and 
cruel  manner  in  which  the  natives  were  treated  by  the  Spa- 
niards, being  distributed  amcmg  the  proprietors  of  land  as  if 
they  had  been  cattk.  This  moved  some  religious  men  of 
the  Dominican  order  to  go  over  to  the  new  worId>  to  try 
what  progress  they  could  make  in  converting  the  Indians  by 
^iritual  means  only.  Three  of  these  fathers  landed  in  the 
island  of  Porto  Rico,  where  one  of  them  fell  sick  and  was 
unable  to  proceed,  llie  other  two  procured  a  /easel  to  car- 
ry, them  over  to  the  main,  where  they  were  landed  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  Indian  town  which  Hojeda  and  Ves- 
pucius  had  seen  in  their  first  voyage,  standing  in  the  water, 
and  which  therefore  they  had*  named  Venezuela  or  little  Ve- 
nice. The  fathers  found  the  natives  at  this  place  very  docile 
and  tractable^  and  were  in  a  fair  way  of  making  them  con- 
verts to  the  Christian  religion ;  when  unluckily  a  Spanish 
pirate,  whose  only  employment  was  to  steal  Indians  to  sell 
them  as  slaves  to  the  colonists,  anchored  on  the  coast.  The 
poor  natives,  confident  of  being  well  treated  by  Christians, 
went  freely  on  board  along  with  their  cacique,  and  the  pirate 
immediately  weighed  anchor,  and  made  all  sail  for  Hispanio- 
la,  carrying  them  all  away  into  slavery.  This  naturally  rais- 
ed a  great  ferment  among  the  remaining  natives,  who  were 
on  the  point  of  sacrificing  the  two  Dominicans  to  their  re- 
sentment, when  another  Spanish  ship  arrived  in  the  harbour, 
commanded  by  a  man  of  honour.  He  ;  icified  the  Indians 
for  the  present  as  well  as  he  possibly  could,  and  receiving  let- 
ters from  the  Dominicans  with  a  true  statement  of  the  trans- 
action, he  promised  to  send  back  their  cacique  and  the  rest 
of  their  countrymen  in  four  months.  As  he  really  intended 
to  perform  his  promise,  he  immediately  made  application  to 
the  supreme  tribunal  at  St  Domingo,  called  the  royal  au- 
dience, setting  forth  the  particulars  of  Uie  case,  and  the  im- 
minent danger  to  which  the  two  fathers  were  exposed^  unless 
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tliese  Indiuns'were  sent  back  :n  due  time.  But  it  6o  happened 
that  these  very  people  had  been  purchased  as  slaves  by  some 
of  the  members  of  the  royal  audience,  and  these  members  of 
the  supreme  tribunal  #tre  not  so  touch  in  love  with  Justitib 
as  to  release  them.  The  consequence  of  this  was*  that  at  the 
end  of  the  four  months,  the  Indians  murdered  the  two  Dn- 
miL.tans,  Francisco  de  Cordova  and  Juan  Oarciaa,  iii  re- 
voige  for  the  loss  of  tlreir  prince  and  lyla^ns.^ 


Section  XI. 


:   H 


I^scaoerics  on  the  Contintnt  tf  America  ujf  command  of  Ver 
lasquex,  under  the  conduct  of  Francis  HemandeH  de  Cor- 
dova. 

ArrtR  James  de  Velasquez  had  reduced  the  greatest  piart 
of  the  islahd  of  Cubi>,  and  had  settled  colonies  of  I^Mnlar^ 
in  many  districts  of  the  ishind,  he  beclune  desirous  of  Aadcing 
off  the  authority  (tf  the  Admiral  James  Columbus,  by  whom 
he  was  apptnnt^  to  the  command,  and  setting  up  ibr  him- 
self.  By  this  time  the  admiral  had  been  recalled  into  Spam, 
and  <Jpposed  this  project  of  Vclasquet  to  the  utnlosC  o*^  his 
power}  but  hii  credit  was  now  so  bw,  that  he  could  hot  fully 
succeed  j  as,  though  Velasquez  was  still  ohlered  to  givci  an 
account  to  Coluihbus  of  the  exercise  of  his  atithwity^  the  ad- 
miral was  nctt  allowed  to  recal  him  from  the  government  of 
Cuba,  unless  M^ith  the  coilcurrence  of  the  trovnn.  This  30  ikt 
answered  the  purpose  of  Velasquez,  that  he  resolved  to  fk  out 
ships  tor  discoven^.  This  project  was  no  sooner  made  known, 
than  niimbers  of  rich  Spanish  planters  embraced  the  propo- 
sal, and  oflfered  td  contribute  large  sums  for  carrying  it  into 
execution.  Among  those  who  distinguished  themselves  on 
this  occasion,  was  Francis  Herriandez  de  Cordova,  a  rich  and 
brave  man  who  had  Indians  of  his  own,  and  off^ml  to  go  as 
ci^tain  on  this  expedition.  Having  received  ai  cdmmisaion 
from  Velasquez,  he  fitted  out  twv>  ships  and  a  brigahtine, 
with  all  necessary  stores,  and  listed  110  soldiers'.  Tne  sailed 
from  St  Domingo,  in  Cuba,  to  the  Havanna,  and  1^  Ha- 
vanna  on  the  8th  of  February  1517.  On  the  ISth,  they 
doubled  cape  St  AntontOf  holding  their  course  to  the  wesf- 

wanfc, 

1  We  shall  afterwards  have  occiston  to  give  ah  account  of  this  iiik  oi\itr 
Spanish  Expeditions  of  Discovery  and  C*n(}u«st,  written  by  bernal  Diss 
del  Castillo,  who  wu  actually  engaged  in  all  those  which  he  described.-~£. 
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mupcb,  at  Antony  de  Alaminos,  their  pilot,  mid  that  the  first 
admiral  always  inclined  in  that  way,  having  sailed  with  him 
when  a  boy.    They  encountered  a  great  storm  which  lasted 
two  days,  durii^  which  they  expected  to  have  perished. 
After  being  twenty-one  days  at  sea,  laying  to  always  at  night, 
they  got  sight  of  land,  and  could  perceive  a  laree  town  about 
two  teagues  from  the  coast    As  they  drew  nigh  the  shore, 
two  canoes  full  of  men  came  o£P  to  the  ships,  from  which 
thirty  Indians  went  on  board  Cordova's  ship,  havins  jackets  , 
without  sleeves,  andpieces  of  cloth  wrapped  about  tnem  in-  j 
stead  of  breeches.    The  Spaniards  gnve  them  meat  and  wine,  r 
and  a  few  strings  of  beads;  and  the  Indians  before  going  [' 
away,  made  them  understand  by  signs,  having  no  interpreter,  [ 
that  they  would  returti  next  day  with  more  canoes  to  carry 
all  the  Spaniards  on  shore.    These  Indians  expressed  great ! 
admiration  "**  the  Spaniards,  their  ships,  beards,  arms,  and  \ 
every  thing  which  they  had  not  seen  before.    They  returned  : 
next  day   with   twelve  canoes,  and  tlieir   cacique   conti-  ] 
nually  called  out  cortex  cotoche,  that  is  Come  to  my  house,  for  '., 
wh'cn  reason  this  place  was  called  Cape  Cotocke.    After  the  i 
l^aniards  had  consulted  together,  they  hoisted  out  their 
boats,  and  went  on  shore  with  their  arms,  where  a  prodigious 
multitude  of  people  waited  to  see  them.    The  cacique  still  ^ 
pressed  them  to  go  to  his  house,  and  having  received  so  m»>  | 
ny  tokens  of  peace  and  friendship,  they  resolved  to  comply,  t 
in  order  to  take  a  view  of  the  country.    On  coming  to  a  , 
wood,  the  cacique  called  out  to  a  great  number  of  armed  ' 
men  who  lay  in  ambush,  when  there  immediately  appeared  a 
great  number  of  men  in  armour  of  quilted  cotton,  with  tar>  ;. 
gets,  wooden  swords  edsed  with  flints,  large  clubs,  spears, 
bows  and  arrows,  and  simgs.     These  warriors  had  their  &ces 
painted  of  many  colours,  and  were  all  adorned  with  plumes  of 
feathers.    They  gave  a  hideous  shout,  pouring  in  at  the  same 
time  Suw.i  a  shower  of  stones  ond  arrows,  that  they  wounded 
fifteen  Spaniards  at  the  first  onset;  after  which  they  fell  on 
sword  in  hand,  and  fought  with  great  resolution.    The  Spa« 
niards  had  only  twenty-five  cross-bows  and  muskets,  which 
were  well  plied ;  but  when  the  Indians  felt  the  sharpness  of 
the  Spanish  swords,  they  soon  fled,  having  seventeen  killed 
and  many  wounded.    Two  youths  were  taken  in  this  action, 
who  afterwards  became  Christians  by  the  names  of  Julian  and 
Melchior.  The  Spaniards  returned  to  their  ships,  well  pleased 
at  having  discovered  a  more  civilized  people  than  any  which 
VOL.  III.  D  d  had 
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had  been  hitherto  seen  at  Darien,  oi  in  any  cf  the  islands  { 
more  especially  as  they  bad  houses  of  stone  and  limet  which 
had  not  till  then  been  seen  in  the  West  Indies. 

They  held  their  course  along  the  coast  for  fifteen  days,  al- 
ways* laying  to  at  night,  when  Uiey  came  to  a  large  town  with 
a  bay,  which  they  believed  to  be  a  river  in  which  they  might 
find  water,  of  which  they  were  now  in  great  need.  They 
landed,  and  hearing  the  Indians  call  the  place  Qjiim^echey  it 
ever  afterwards  was  called  Campechy,  Being  come  to  a  well 
of  excellent  water,  of  which  the  natives  used  to  drink,  and 
(having  taken  what  they  needed,  they  \it;re  about  to  return  to 
the  ships,  when  fifty  Indians  clad  in  jackeu  and  large 
cotton  cloth  cloaks  come  up,  asking  by  signs  what  they 
wanted,  whether  they  came  from  the  east,  and  finally  invited 
them  to  their  town.  When  they  had  seriously  considered 
this,  and  put  themselves  into  a  good  posture  of  defence,  lest 
they  should  be  treacherously  used  as  they  had  already  been 
at  Cotoche^  they  accompanied  the  Indians  to  certain  temples 
or  places  of  worship,  built  of  stone  and  lime,  where  there 
were  many  idols  of  very  ugly  shapes,  with  ftesh  signs  of  blood, 
and  several  painted  crosses,  at  which  last  they  were  much 
amazed.  Great  numbers  of  men,  women,  and  children,  flock- 
ed to  look  at  them,  shewing  signs  of  great  amazement,  though 
some  of  them  smiled.  Soon  afterwards,  two  parties  of  armed 
men  appeared  in  good  order,  clothed  and  armed  like  those 
they  had  seen  at  Cotoche.  In  the  next  place,  ten  men  in 
very  long  white  mantles  came  ft'om  one  of  the  temples,  having 
their  long  black  hair  twisted  up  in  rolls  behind.  In  their 
hands  these  men  held  little  earthen  fire-pans,  into  which  they 
cost  gum  animcy  which  they  call  c(7pa/,with  which  they  perfum- 
ed the  Spaniards,  ordering  them  to  depart  from  tlie  country 
on  pain  of  death.  They  then  began  to  beat  upon  small  kettle- 
drums, and  to  sound  their  horns,  trumpets,  and  pipes.  The 
Spaniards,  who  were  rather  weak,  as  two  of  the  men  wounded 
at  Cotoche  bad  died,  and  the  rest  were  no.  yet  quite  reco- 
vered, thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to  the  shore,  which  they 
did  in  good  order,  followed  by  the  armed  Indians,  and  em> 
barked  without  any  conflict.  After  sailing  six  days  longer, 
the  wind  came  round  to  the  north,  blowing  with  such  vio- 
.  lence  on  the  coast  that  they  thought  to  have  been  cast  away. 
W^hcn  the  storm  abated,  they  endeavoured  to  approach  the 
shore  for  water,  ns  the  casks  had  become  leaky,  and  soon  ran 
out.    Tltry  landed  accordingly  in  a  bay  near  an  Indian  town, 

and 
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and  about  a  league  from  the  town  of  Pontonclian^  aiid  fiffed 
their  casks  at  a  well  near  certain  places  of  worjhip,  whieh 
were  built  of  stone  and  lime  like  those  they  had  seen  former- 
ly. When  ready  to  return  to  the  ships,  they  perceived  a 
party  of  armefl  men  advancing  towards  them,  v/ho  asked 
whether  they  had  come  from  where  the  sun  rises  ?  jQn  being 
"n^wered  in  the  affirmative,  the  Indians  drew  back  to  some 
Houses  not  far  off,  and  the  Spaniards,  because  night  was  co- 
ming on,  resolveid  to  remain  on  shore.  A  great  noise  was 
heard  soon  afterwards  among  the  Indians,  and  the  Spaniards 
became  divided  in  opinion ;  some  being  clear  for  getting  on 
board  immediately,  while  others  thought  it  would  be  danger- 
ous  to  retreat  in  the  dark,  as  there  seemed  300  Indians  to 
every  one  of  their  small  party.  ;^ 

when  day  broke  next  li  oming,  it  appeared  that  the  In- 
dians had  been  joined  by  many  others  during  the  night,  and 
they  all  surrounded  the  Spaniards,  pouring  in  a  creat  shower 
of  arrows,  stones,  atid  darts,  by  which  eighty  of  the  Spaniards 
were  wounded  at  the  first  onset.  After  this  they  closed  in 
with  the  Christians,  using  their  swords  and  spears;  and 
though  the  Spaniards  were  not  idle  with  their  fire-arms, 
cross-bows,  and  swords,  the  Indians  distressed  them  sreatly. 
On  experiencing  the  sharpness  of  the  Spanish  sworas,  the 
Indians  drew  fartlier  off,  continuing  to  pfy  their  arrows  with 
a  good  aim,  crying  out  calachani !  calachani !  which  in  the 
language  of  Yucutan,  signifies  cacique  or  captain|  meuiing 
that  they  should  aim  especially  at  the  commander  Cordova. 
In  this  uiey  succeeded,  as  he  received  twelve  arrow  wounds, 
as  he  exposed  himself  foremost  in  every  encounter^  when  he 
ought  rather  to  have  directed  his  men  than  fought  personally. 
Finding  himself  soriely  wounded,  and  that  the  courase  of  ms 
men  was  unable  to  overcome  so  great  a  multitude,  which  was 
continuutly  increasing,  he  made  a  fiirious  onset,  and  broke 
through  the  Indians,  who  still  pursued  the  Spaniards  on  their 
way  to  the  boats.  On  getting  to  the  boats,  they  had  nearly 
sunic  them  all  by  the  hurry  ofso  many  men  crowding  to  em- 
bark ;  but  they  at  length  put  off  from  the  shore,  the  Indians 
still  plying  them  with  missde  weapons,  and  many  of  them  ad- 
vancing into  the  water  to  wound  the  Spaniurds  with  their 
spears. 

In  this  unfortunate  rencontre,  forty-seven  Spaniards  were 

killed,  and  many  wounded,  five  of  whom  died  on  board. 

The  wounded  men  endured  excruciating  pain  while  in  the 
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boato*  in  consequence  of  their  wounds  being  wet  with  sea 
water,  which  ouised  Uiem  to  swell  much.    All  the  people 
cursed  the  pifet  Alaoiinos  fiar  brin^png  them  to  this  pw:e, 
who  still  persisted  that  this  country  was  an  island.    Th^ 
called  ^is  pUuse  BaAia  de  Mala  JPrelea,  or  the  Bay  of  Evil 
Battle>  on  account  of  the  misfortune  they  had  here  encoun- 
tered.   On  arriving  at  the.  ships,  the  laniards  oave  thanks 
to  God  for  their  delivarance  from  danger;  and  being  all 
wounded  except  ope,  they  canto  to  the  resolution  of  return- 
ing, to  Cuba,  a^d  set  fire  to  one  of  their  ships  which  had  be- 
come leaky,  as  they  had  not  now  able  hands  enoueh  to  ma- 
nage the  sails  of  botn,  and  to  work  the  pumps.    Bemg  much 
distressed  for  water,  as  they  had  been  constrained  to  abandon 
their,  casks  at  Pontonchan,  some  of  the  soundest  of  the  men 
went  on  shore  at  a  creek  which  they  called  D«  los  Logartosy  on 
account  of  the  numbers  of  oUiffators  found  there.     Finding 
no  water  hejrebut  what  was  brackisb,  Alaminos,  and  the  other 
lulotfi,  reconi|mended  ^  stand  oytf  to  the  coast  of  Florida, 
where  they  jurrived  in,  four  days,    Alaminos  went  on  shore 
jnf  search  of  water,  with  twenty  of  Uie  stoutest  soldiers,  armed 
with  cross-bows  a^^  muskets,  the  Captain  Hernandez  begging 
them  to  bring  him  sope  water  as  qpeedily  as  possible,  as  he 
wa»  perishing  5^. thirst    On  landing  near  a  creek,  Alaminos 
sa^  ne  knew  the  place,  baying  been  here  befqre  with  Ponce 
de  JLeon,  and  advised  diem  to  oe  on  tbeir  guard  against  the 
natives,  and  they  accordingly  posted  centinels  to  give  the 
ahurm.     They  dug  pits  along  an  open  shore,  where  they 
^nd  good  water,  with  which  they  quenched  their  thirst;  ana 
w^iile  onployed  in  washing  some  linen  for  the  wounded  men, 
and  ahnosi  ineady  to  reimbark,  one  of  their  oentineb  came 
rUnniiw  towards  them,  ralliiij^  out  to  put  to  se.'(,  without  delay, 
as  warlike  Indians  were  ceding  towards  them.    Soon  after 
they  saw  maiiy  canoes  with  Indians  coining  down  the  creek. 
The  Indians  were  armed  with  long  bows  and  arrows,  and 
apears  and  swords  aiier  th^ir  mi^iner,  and  being  large,  men 
clothed  in  deer  skins,  they, had  a  very  formidable  appean^ce. 
At.tbefrst  discharge  of  tlieir  arrows,  the  Ipdians  wounded 
sue  of  the  Spaniards;  but  finding  the  effects  of  Uie  S^MUlish 
arms,  they  drew  off  aflain  to  their  canoes,  and  sdzed  the  Spa- 
nish boai    On  this  the  Spaniards  closed  with  them,  b^ng 
obliged  to  wade  up  to  their  middles  in  the  water,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  rescuing  the  boat  apd  putting  the  Indians  to  flight, 
Alaminos  being  wounded  in  the  throat  during  Uie  fight. 
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When  the  Indians  retreated  and  the  %Mniai^  were  ill  read^ 
to  embarity  the  centind  who  gave  the  alann  was  asked  whU 
had  beeome  of  his  oomptaion  i'  He  answered,  that  he  had 
stepped  aside  towards  the  creek  by  which  the  Indians  camd 
down,  on  piurposie  to  cat  down  a  pafanito  {  and  that  hearing 
him  soon  aftenrards  ccy  oat,  he  had  run  away  to  give  the 
alarm.  A  party  was  sent  in  seareh  of  him,  fijJIowing  the  trade 
of  the  Indians,  who  fowid  the  pallnito  he  had  b^n  to  cut 
down,  and  near  it  the  grass  was  much  trodden  down,  which 
made  them  conclude  he  had  been  carried  aw^  alive,  as  they 
could  not  find  him  after  an  hours  siearch.  That  unfortunate 
soldier  was  the  only  one  who  had  escaped  unwound^  fhmi 
Pontonchan.  *      >■  s 

The  boat  n6w  returned  to  the  ship  with  the  water  which 
they  had  procured  i  and  manv  oS  the  people  on  board  were 
so  eager  to  drink,  that  one  of  the  soMiers  fenied  into  the  boat 
immediately  on  its  getting  alon^ide,  and  drank  so  ereedily 
that  he  swelled  and  died  in  two  days  after.  Leaving  this 
place,  they  came  in  two  days  iaal  to  the  Maries,  \riiere  the 
greatest  depth  of  water  is  dnly  two&thoms,  interspersed  with 
many  rocks,  on  one  of  which  the  ships  touched  and  beeame 
very  ledcy.  Yet  it  vAei^ged  God,  after  so  mairv  8ufferiiu;s, 
that  they  arrived  at  the  port  of  Carenas,  now  called  the  !&■ 
vanna  i  vdience  Hemandes  de  Cordovte  sent  an  aocomitl  <Mf 
his  voyage  to  James  Velasquez,  the  governor  of  Cubai  and 
died  in  ten  days  after.  Three  of  his  soldiers  died  also  at  the 
Havanna,  making  fiftr'^ix  in  all  lost  during  the  expedition 
out  of  an  hundred  ana  ten  men.  The  rest  of  the  soldiers 
dispersed  thiemselves  over  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  the  ships 
returned  to  the  ci^  of  St  Jiago,  by  which  die  fame  of  this 
voyage  spread  over  the  whole  island. 
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Section  XII,  »; 

Farther  Discoveries  on  the  Continent  by  Juan  Grijalva,  un- 
der  the  orders  of  Velasquez,  by  vohich  a  way  is  opened  to 

Mexico  or  New  Spain.  ". 

..■-.■■•  .'.  H 

However  unfortunate  Cordova  had  been  in  his  expedition, 
yet  Velasquez  considered  the  intelligence  he  had  transmitted 
concerning  his  discoveries  as  of  high  importance,  and  he  de- 
termined to  pursue  these  discoveries  on  the  first  opportunity, 
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ckicfiy  becaiue  the  people  amonc  whom  HermoMl^  had  been 
ao  rouffhly  handl^l  teemed  mucnmoreciviliaiGd  than  any  In- 
dian* nitoerto  met  withi  and  conwqucntly  were  likely  to 
prove  proportionally  richer.  These  wntimenta  were  no  sooner 
made  public*  than  several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
island  oflfbred  their  assititance,  so  that  he  was  soon  in  a  conr 
dition  to  send  out  a  small  squadron  of  three  ships  and  a  bri- 

Etine,  having  950  men  on  board.  These  were  commanded 
die  captains  Alvaredo»  Montejo,  and  de  AviU*  and  under 
chief  command  of  Juan  Grijolva,  who  was  ord^^  by 
Velasquez  to  make  what  discoveries  he  could,  but  to  form  no 
settlement  They  sailed  from  Cuba  on  the  8th  of  May  1 5 1 8 1 
and  having  visited  the  coast  of  Florida,  they  doubled  Cape  St 
Anthony,  and  discovered  the  island  of  G9»Mit«/,  to  which  Ori- 
jalva  fl»ve  the  name  of  Santa  Cruz,  because  discovered  on  the 
day  of  the  invention  of  Uie  Holy  Cross,  yet  it  has  always  ro> 
tamed  its  Indian  name  of  Coziimel,  by  which  it  is  still  known. 
Gryalva  landed  with  a  competent  number  of  soldiers,  yet  no 
person  could  be  found  {  fi>r  the  natives  had  fled  on  the  first 
appearance  of  the  ships.  While  ^me  went  to  look  out  for 
the  inhabitants,  Grijalya  caused  mips  to  be  qel^brated  on  thp 
shore.  Two  old  men  were  found  ii>  ^  field  o^  maize,  who 
were  brought  to  Grijalva;  and  a^,  Julian  and  Iklelchior  hap- 
pened to  understand  their  language,  Grijalva  made  much  of 
them,,  giving  them  some  beads  an^  looking-glasses,  and  sent 
them  away  to  their  chief  and  countrymra,  m  hopes  of  esta- 
blishing an  intercourse  with  the  natives,  but  they  never  re- 
turned. While  waiting  for  them,  there  came  a  handsome 
young  woman,  who  told  them  in  the  language  of  Jamaica, 
that  the  people  had  all  fled  into  the  woods  fur  fear,  but  that 
she  had  come  to  them,  beinff  acquainted  with  ships  and  Sp»> 
niards.  Many  of  the  people  of  the  ships  understood  ner 
languiu;e,  and  were  astonished  how  she  could  have  come  to 
that  island.  She  said  that  she  had  oone  out  to  fish  from  the 
island  of  Jamaica  about  two  years  before,  in  a  canoe  with  ten 
men,  and  had  been  driven  by  a  storm  and  the  currents  to 
that  island,  where  the  natives  nad  sacrificed  her  husband  and 
all  the  rest  of  her  countrymen  to  their  idols.  Grijalva,  be- 
leaving  that  this  woman  would  be  a  faithful  messenger,  sent 
her  to  persuade  the  natives  to  come  out  of  the  woods,  being 
afraid  if  he  sent  Julian  and  Melchior  that  they  might  not  re- 
turn.   The  woman  came  back  in  two  days,  saying  that  she 
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had  done  dl  the  could  to  prevail  on  the  natireiH  but  altoge- 
ther without  effect 

Findingthnt  nothing  could  be  accompliihed  at  thit  fdaoe* 
Orijalva  embarked  hit  menj  taking  the  Jamaica  wonum  tHoa^ 
wHh  him,  at  the  begged  him  not  to  leave  her  behind.  In  thit 
itiand  of  Cozumel  the  Sbaniardt  found  many  hivet  of  excel- 
lent hon^  I  thc^  found  likewite  contiderable  qiitotitiei  of 
batatas,  and  twme  having  naveb  on  their  backt  \  by  whidi 
articiet  of  food  the^  were  much  refrethed.  They  taw  teveral 
templet,  one  of  which  wat  in  form  of  a  square  tower,  wide  at 
bottom,  and  hollow  at  the  top,  having  four  large  window*  and 

Salleriet.  In  the  hollow  at  the  top,  which  was  the  chi^l, 
kre  were  several  idolt,  behind  which  wat  a  tort  of  vestry 
where  the  thinffs  used  in  the  service  of  the  temple  were  kept. 
At  the  foot  of  ttie  temple  there  was  an  incloture  of  stone  and 
lime  well  plaitered,  having  battlementt )  and  in  the  middle 
of  this  was  a  cross  of  white  lime  three  yaids  high.  This  was 
held  to  be  the  god  of  rain,  which  they  affirmed  they  always 
procured  on  praying  devoutly  to  this  imaoc.  While  tailing 
along  the  coast  of  this  island,  the  Spaniarcte  were  greatly  sur- 
prised to  see  large  and  beautiful  buildings  of  stone,  having  se- 
Teral  high  towers,  which  had  a  fine  appearance  iVom  a  dis- 
tance. No  such  things  having  ever  De«n  seen  before  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  likewise  on  account  of  the  cross  which  they 
had  seen,  Grijalva  said  they  had  discovered  a  New  Spain. 
Eight  days  after  leaving  Cozumel,  they  came  to  anchor  off  the 
town  of  Pohtonchan,  and  landed  all  the  soldieranear  some 
houses.  The  Indians,  vain  of  having  driven  Hernandez 
and  his  men  from  their  country,  drew  up  in  martial  array  to 
hinder  the  Spaniards  from  landings  shoutine  and  makii^  a 
great  noise  with  their  trumpets  and  kettle-c&ums.  7  hough 
some  falconets  which  were  in  the  boats  put  the  natives  into 

S'eat  terror,  having  never  experienced  any  such  before,  yet 
ey  shot  their  arrows  when  the  boats  came  near,  and  cast 
darts  and  stones  from  their  slines,  running  even  into  the  wa- 
ter to  attack  the  Spanianls  with  their  spears.  But  as  soon 
as  thie  Spaniards  landed,  they  compelled  the  natives  to  give 
way }  for,  being  taught  by  experience,  the  Spaniards  now 

used 

I  The  Sus  Tajassu  of  Naturaliits,  or  the  Pecary.  Thit  tingular  tpcciet 
at  the  hog  tribe,  has  an  open  glandular  orifice  in  the  hinder  part  of  the  back> 
which  diKharges  an  unctuous  foetid  liquor,  which  must  be  cut  out  imincdi« 
atety  after  the  death  of  the  animal,  otherwise  the  whole  carcase  is  ioon 
tainted  with  an  intolerable  odour. — E. 
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a«d  the  mom  loit  of  defiiMifc  arpnour  with  the  Indiant,  be^ 
ing  ttufibd  with  cotton»  lo  that  they  reoeiyed  \im  harm  fimn. 
the  arrows  than  oo  formor  oceaiimit  i  vet  three  of  the  lol- 
dien  were  killed,  and  sixty  wounded :  Orijahraf  the  eon* 
OMUider,  was  shot  with  thrie  arrows,  one  of  whieh  broke  se> 
▼end  of  hb  teeth.  -^ 

On  the  boaU  retumfaig  from  the  ships  with  a  reinfi»e»» 
ment  oC  soldiers,  the  Indians  quitted  the  fiekl,  and  the  Sjp*- 
niards  went  to>  town,  where  they  dressed  their  wounded  men* 
buried  the  dead,  and  found  only  three  of  the  natives.  Or^va 
used  these  men  kindly,  giving  them  some  toys,  and  sent  them 
to  recal  the  inhabitants,  engM;ing  not  to  hurt  any  cithern  i 
but  they  never  returned,  and  Urijalva  did  not  venture  to  send 
Julian  or  Mekhior,  as  he  suspected  they  might  run  away. 
Ornatva  embarked  again,  and  came  to  a  large  wide  gulf  of 
fiesn  water,  which  resembled  a  river,  which  however  it  was 
not  Alaminos  the  pilot  alleged  that  the  land  in  which  this 
ffolf  was  situivted  was  an  island,  and  that  the  water  parted  it 
nom  another  countrv,  on  which  account  it  was  called  Boca  de 
Termi$toi,  or  the  Mouth  of  Boundaries.  They  buided  here, 
and  remained  three  days,  nnd  found  that  it  was  no  island,  but 
a  bay  forming  a  good  harbour.  There  were  tcfmples,  having 
idols  of  chyand  wood,  representing  men,  women,  and  ser* 
pents  I  but  no  town  could  be  seen,  and  it  was  conjectured 
that  Uiese  served  as  chapels  for  people  who  went  aphunting. 
During  the  three  days  th»t  the  Spaniards  remained  here,  thcv 
todc  several  ileer  and  rabbits  by  means  of  a  grey-hound  bitdn 
they  had  with  them }  but  they  ne^igently  left  her  at  this 
place.  Going  on  their  voyaoe  from  hence,  and  always  laying  to 
or  eoming  to  anchor  at  night,  to  avoid  fullinff  in  with  rocks  or 
shoals,  they  discovered  the  mouth  ok'  a  very  Targe  river,  which 
promised  to  be  a  good  harbour;  but,  on  sounding  it,  they 
mnnd  that  it  had  water  enough  for  the  two  smalkr  ships 
onfy.  The  boats  went  up  the  river  with  great  caution,  as 
they  saw  many  armed  men  in  canoes  along  shore,  resembUng 
those  of  Pontonchan.  This  river  was  named  Tabasco,  from  the 
cacique  of  a  neighbouring  town ;  but  the  Spaniards  called  it 
Rio  de  Orijalva,  from  the  name  of  their  commander.  As 
die  boats  advanced  they  heard  a  noise  made  by  the  Indians,, 
who  were  felling  trees,  as,  having  heard  of  what  had  happen- 
ed at  Pontmicnan,  they  concluded  the  Spaniards  meant  to 
make  war  upon  them. 

The  Spaniards  landed  at  a  grove  of  palms  about  half  a 
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mile  ffMft  Um  town,  and  the  IndUns  came  towards  them  wfth 
about  fifty  canoee  ftiH  of  iirmed  men  in  a  warlike  poature,  all 
finely  decorated  wtthlcatben.   When  all  were  ready  on  both 
a)dM  to  b^n  an  engagement,  OrHalva  tent  Julian  ami  Mel- 
diior  to  veak  with  die  nbtivei.  These  interpreters  told  them 
that  the  %Mniards  were  come  to  treat  about  some  nffiunthat 
wottkl  plcMse  them,  and  did  not   intend  to  go  war,  unleM 
forced  in  their  owil  defence.    Oi .  :  :■.  's  four  canoes  drew  near, 
and*  being  shewn'  certain  strings  of  glass  beads,  which  they 
mistook  for  ii  sort  of  stones  called  cMlcibitet,  much  valued 
among  them,  th^y  were  pacified;    Then  Orijalva  ordered  the 
interpreters  to  say.  That  be  ami  his  mea  were  subjects  of  a 
great  king,  to  whom  mighty  princes  were  under  obedience, 
and  it  was  both  re»u)nab  >)  and  for  their  advantage  that  they 
too  should  submit  thr /nselves  to  his  a Tthority ii  and  desired 
diem,  until  these  things  coukl  be  'Explained  more  folly,  to  sup- 
1^  him  and  his  men  with  pro  'is  (;us.  The  Indiana  answered, 
That  they  would  give  provib  ons,  but  saw  no  reason  why, 
havinff  a  lord  of  their  i  ti,  they  shonld     bmit  to  an^  other. 
Hiey  likewise  warnei  the  Spaniards  to  beware  of  making  war 
agaiiMdiem,  as  they  hod  done  at  Pontonchan ;  for  they  had 
provided  three  siquiples  of  armed  men  against  them,  each 
xiquiple  being  8,000.    That  they  already  knew  the  Spaniards 
had  killed  and  wounded  above  300  of  the  people  of  Ponton- 
chan }  but  that  they  were  not  so  few  and  weak  as  the  people 
of  that  place,  and  hod  been  deputed  to  know  their  intentions, 
of  whidi  they  would  make  a  true  report  to  a  numerous  as- 
sembly of  wise  men,  who  were  waiting  to  determine  on  peace 
or  war,  according  to  their  answer.    Gryahra  gave  them  se- 
veral strings  of  brads,  looking-glasses,  and  other  such  trifles, 
and  chai^^  them  to  bring  him  on  answer  without  delay,  as 
otherw:     ^r>  would  be  obliged  to  go  to  tlunr  town,  but  not  to 
do  an^  <:r  UK    He  then  returned  to  the  fhip^,  and  the  mes- 
sengers delivered  their  message  to  all  the  chief  men  of  the 
tribe  who  were  wont  to  be  consulted  on  great  affairs,  who  de- 
termined that  peace  were  better  dian  war.  They  immediately 
se  lit,  therefore,  a  number  of  Indians  to  the  ships,  loaded  with 
roasted  fish,  hens,  several  sorts  of  fruit,  and  the  bread  of  the 
country,  all  of  which  they  placed  on  mats  on  the  ground  in 
a  very  orderly  manner,  laying  beside  them  a  handsome  lAasfc 
of  wood,  ana  several  pieces  of  very  beautifol  feather-work ; 
and  one  of  the  Indians  said  that  the  lord  of  the  town  wouJd 
come  next  day  to  vbit  the  Spaniards 
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Next  day,  accordingly,  the  cacique  went  on  board  Grijal- 
vas  ship  wiwout  jealouvtr,  attended  by  manv  peqile  all  UU' 
armed.  On  perceiving' their  approach,  Grijaiva  dressed  hi<ii^^ 
self  in  a  loose  coat  of  crimson  velvet  and  a  cap  of  the  same,' 
with  suitid>le  ornaments ;  and  being  a  handsome  man  of  twenty- 
eight  years  of  ace,  made  a  fine  appearance.  The  cacique 
was  received  on  Doard  with  much  respect,  and  sitting  down 
with  Orijalva,  some  discourse  took  place  between  them,  of 
which  both  understood  very  little,  as  it  was  mostly  carried  on 
by  signs,  and  by  means  of  a  few  words  which  Melchior  and 
JuKan  were  able  to  interpret.  After  some  time,  the  cacique 
ordered  one  of  his  attendants  to  take  from  apetacUf  or  a  kind 
of  trunk,  the  presents  which  he  had  brought  for  the  Spaniards. 
The  Indian  accordingly  took  out  certain  plates  of  gold,  and 
thin  boards  covered  with  gold,  in  the  nature  of  armour, 
which  fitted  Grijalva  as  perfectly  as  if  they  had  been  made  on 
purpose}  and  the  cacique  put  them  on  him  himself,  changing 
any  that  did  not  fit  for  others,  till  at  length  Grijalva  was  fitted 
with  a  complete  suit  of  golden  armour.  The  cacique  also 
presented  him  with  various  works  of  gold  and  feathers,  which 
are  much  valued'  among  these  people ;  and  it  was  wonderful 
how  splendid  Grijalva  appeared  in  all  these  fine  ornaments, 
for  which  he  made  every  sign  of  gratitude  to  the  cacique. 
He  called  for  a  shirt  of  fine  linen,  which  with  his  own  hands 
he  put  upon  the  cacique ;  then  took  ofi^  his  coat  of  crimson 
velvet,  with  which  he  clothed  him,  and  put  a  pair  of  new  shoes 
on  his  feet,  and  gave  him  some  of  the  finest  strings  of  bends 
and  looking-glasses,  with  scissars,  knives,  and  several  articles  of 
tin ;  and  aistributed  many  such  among  the  caciques  attend- 
ants. What  the  cacique  nad  given  to  Orijalva  was  computed 
to  be  worth  3000  pieces  of  eight;  among  which  was  a  wooden 
helmet  covered  with  thin  plates  of  gold,  and  three  or  fbur 
masks,  some  of  which  were  studded  with  a  sort  of  stones  re- 
sembling emeralds.  I'hc  sight  of  all  these  things  made  the 
Spaniards  etiger  to  settle  lu  a  country  which  produced  so 
much  wealth.  Grijalva,  after  receiving  this  great  present  at 
Tabasco,  was  sensible  that  the  Indians  were  not  willing  he 
should  prolong  his  stay ;  and  on  asking  fur  more  gold,  the 
Indians  answered  CuluOf  cultia. 

He  now  proceeded  farther  along  the  coast,  and  in  two  days 
came  to  a  town  called  Aqualuncot  which  the  Spaniards  cal- 
led la  Rambla.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  were  seen  at  a 
distance,  armed  with  targets  of  tortoiseshell,  which  glittered 
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so  in  the  aun  that  the  Spaniarda  beUered  they  had  been  of 
pale  ffold.    They  discovered  a  bay  into  which  the  river.  To- 
nala  diKharges  itself,  which  they  visited  on  their  return,  and 
called  it  the  river  of  St  Anthony.    At  some  distance  farther 
on  they  saw  the  great  river  of  GuazacoaUo^  which  they  could 
not  enter  on  account  of  bad  weather.    After  this  tjl^ey  had  a 
view  of  the  Swnay  Islands  *  of  New  Spain,  which  the  soldiers 
named  St  Martin.     Holding  on  their  course,  Alvaredo,  hav- 
ing the  headmost  ship,  entered  a  riyer  called  Papaloava^  but 
wmch  the  Spaniards  named  Alvaredos  river.    Here  the  nar 
tives  of  a  town, called  Tavotulpale  brought  fish,  and  the  other 
ships  waited  till  Alvaredo  came  out.    Beyond  this  they  came 
to  the  mouth  of  another  river,  which  they  named  Rio  de  las 
Qanderas,  or  Flag-river,  because  the  Indians  waved  large 
white  doUis  on  bng  poles,  like  colours,  as  if  inviting  the  Spa- 
niards to  land.   The  country,  on  the  coast  of  which  the  Spa- 
niards now  were,  was  a  province  of  the  great  empire  of  Mexi^- 
co,  over  which  Montezuma  then  reigned,  a  prince  of  great 
wisdom  and  penetration,  who  had  heard  of  the  exploits  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  pains  th^  took  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  sea  coasts  of  his  dominions.    He  was  uneasy  on  this 
account,  and  was  anxious  to  learn  who  and  what  these  people 
were,  and  wherefore  they.todc  so  much  pains  to  examine  the 
state  of  countries  which  did  not  belong  to  them.    Fortius 
purpose,  he  had  given  directions  to  the  governors  of  these 
maritime  provinces,  to  take  every  opportunity  of  trading  with 
these  strangers,  and  to  send  him  an  account  of  their  motions 
from  time  to  time,  that  he  might  be  aUb  to  come  to  some 
distinct  notion  respecting  them  and  their  intentions.   Seeing 
themselves  thus  invited  on  shore,  Oryalva  ordered  two  boats 
to  land  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Montejo,  having  all  the 
musketeers  belonging  to  the  armament  and  twenty  other  sol- 
diers ;  with  orders,  in  case  the  Indians  appeared  in  a  warlike 
posture,  that  he  should  give  notice  by  signal,  that  succours 
might  be  sent  him.    As  soon  as  Montejo  landed,  the  Indians 
presented  him  with  fowls,  bread,  and  fruit,  and  perlhmed  him 
and  his  men  by  burning  copal  in  fire>pans.    Julian  was  not 
able  to  understand  the  language  of  these  people,  which  yiwi 
Mexican,  and  Montejo  sent  advice  to  Orijalva  of  the  frimdiy 
behaviour  of  the  Indians,  on  which  he  brought  his  ships  to 
^  ^^\i%  >:.  ■.■  'n...  anchor, 
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anchor,  land  landed  himself.  He  was  received  with  great  re- 
spect  fay  the  Mexican  governor  and  other  men  of  note,  to 
whom  he  presented  some  glass  beads  and  necklacett  of  several 
colours.  The  governor  ordered  the  Indians  to  brins  gold  to 
bartor  with  the  l^aniards,  and  in  the  course  of  six  days  stay 
at  this  place,  th^  got  to  the  value  of  15,000  pieces  of  eight 
in  gold  baubles  and  toys  of  various  shapes.  Hitherto  all 
things  had  succeeded  so  as  to  do  great  credit  to  Grijalva  and 
his  companions,  yet  nothing  had  been  done  to  satisfy  the  hish 
expectation  which  had  been  formed  in  Cuba  of  this  expeai> 
tion.  This  prompted  Grijalva  to  lose  as  little  time  as  possible 
in  proceeding  to  explore  the  country ;  and,  having  presented 
the  cacique  with  such  things  as  he  had  to  give,  he  took  for- 
mal possession  of  the  country  for  the  king,  and  for  James  Ve- 
lasquez in  the  king's  name,  and  embarked  to  go  elsewheie, 
because  the  north  winds  blew  upon  the  land,  and  rendered 
his  fiurther  stay  unsafe.  Proceeding  on  the  voyage,  he  found 
an  island  near  the  craitinent  having  whitish  sands,  which 
therefore  he  called /t/a  jB/anc^a,  or  the  White  Island,  and 
not  far  off  another,  four  leagues  from  the  continent,  which  he 
called  Isla  Verde,  or  the  Oreen  Island.  Farther  on  they 
came  to  another,  a  league  and  a  half  from  the  land,  and  there 
being  a  good  road-stead  opposite,  Grijalva  brought  the  ships 
to  anchor,  «nd  went  on  snore  in  his  boat  at  a  place  where 
some  smoke  was  seen.  He  there  found  two  houses  well  built 
with  stone  and  lime,  having  many  steps  ^i^ch  led  up  to  al- 
tars, on  which  there  were  idols  i  and  they  perceived  that  five 
men  had  been  sacrificed  there  that  night,  tneir  breasts  being 
ripped  open,  their  legs  and  thighs  cut  dF,  and  the  walls  a& 
bloody.  This  sisht  greatly  astonished  the  Christians,  who 
called  this  place  the  I^and  of  Sacrifices. 

They  landed  afterwards  on  the  coast  opposite  that  island, 
making  themselves  huts  of  boughs  covered  with  sails,  to  which 
some  natives  resorted  to  barter  gold  in  small  figures ;  but 
the  natives  being  shy,  and  the  gold  in  small  quantity,  the 
Spaniards  removed  to  another  island  only  half  a  league  from 
die  coast.  Landing  on  the  shore,  they  built  barraou  on  the 
highest  part  of  the  strand,  to  avoid  the  plague  of  mosouitos 
or  gnats  {  and  having  sounded  the  harbour,  they  found  suf- 
ficient water  for  the  ships,  which  were  sheltered  from  the 
north  wind  by  the  small  island.  Grijalva  went  over  to  the 
small  island  with  thirty  soldiers  in  two  boats,  where  he  found 
an  idol  temple  and  four  priests  clad  in  very  long  black  mantles 
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with  hoods.  That  Tery  day  they  had  sacrificed  t«ro  boys^ 
whom  they.found  ripped  open  and  their  hearts  taken  out, 
which  moved  the  Spaniards  to  compassion.  Griialva  asked 
an  Indian  who  had  come  with  him  from  the  Rio  de  Banderas, 
who  seemed  a  good  rational  person,  what  was  the  reason  of 
this  barbarous  practice,  to  which  he  answered,  that  the  people 
of  Ulua  would  have  it  so.  On  this  account,  a^d  hiecause 
Grijalvas  name  was  Juan,  this  island  has  always  twien  called 
since  St  Juan  de  Vhta^  to  distinguish  it  from  St  Juan  de  Pu- 
erto Rico.  Grijalva  staid  here  seven  davn,  bartering  for  some 
smaH  quantity  of  gold.  At  length,  toe  people  being  quite 
tired  ot  the  trouble  they  received  ii'om  prodigi/yus  swarms  of 
gnats,  and  being  quite  certain  the  country  they  had  visited 
was  tjbe  continent,  having  many  large  towns,  which  justified 
the  name  of  New  Spain  which  they  had  giA^en  it ;  the  cazibi 
bread  they  hod  on  board  becoming  mouloy,  and  the  men  be- 
ing too  few  to  settle  a  cxAony  ui  m  populous  a  country,  ten 
having  died  of  their  wounds,  and  many  of  the  rest  being  aick; 
it  was  judged  proper  to  return  to  Cuba  to  give  an  account 
to  Velasquez  of  ail  their  proceedings  and  discoveries,  more 
especially  as  he  had  expressly  prohibited  tht  making  of  any 
settlement,  that  he  might  hereaner  send  a  greater  /timber  for 
that  purpose  if  he  judged  right.  Yet  Grijalva  was  mucti  in- 
clined to  remain  and  build  a  town,  and  made  choice  of  Al- 
varedo  to  carry  a  message  to  that  effect  to  Velasquez,  sending 
by  him  all  the  gold  and  other  curiosities  which  had  been  pro- 
cured, and  all  tiie  sick. 

After  the  departure  of  Grijalva  from  Cuba,  Velasquez  be- 
came very  anxious  about  his  ships,  which  were  navigating 
uiDon  an  unknown  coast,  and  sent  therefore  Christopher  de 
Olido,  a  commander  of  good  character,  in  a  ship  with  seventy 
soldiers,  to  endeavour  to  procure  intelligence.  While  Olido 
was  at  anchor  on  the  coast  of  Yucutan,  there  arose  so  violent 
a  storm  that  he  was  forced  to  cut  his  cables,  and  run  back  to 
3t  Jago.  Much  about  this  time  Alvaredo  arrived  with  the 
gold,  cotton  cloth,  and  other  things  from  Grijalva,  and  a  re- 
lation of  all  that  had  been  done  during  the  expedition.  This 
was  very  satisfactory  to  Velasquez,  who  conceived  great  hopes 
of  brilliant  consequences  from  the  discoveries,  and  the  news 
spread  about  the  island  of  Cuba,  to  the  great  astonishment 
and  admiration  of  all  men.  Velasquez  was  a  severe  master 
to  those  who  served  him,  over  credulous,  and  easily  provok* 
ed  by  misrepresentations.     And  Alvaredo  having  been  of 
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opinion  for  settling  a  colony  in  New  Spain,  represented  the 
anair  to  him  in  any  way  he  thought  proper,  and  gave  him 
very  bad  impressions  ot  the  man  who  had  served  him  so  very 
successfully  and  faithfully,  with  such  strict  regard  to  the  or- 
ders he  had  given.  Leaving  this  for  the  present,  we  proceed 
to  give  an  account  of  the  farther  operations  of  Orijalva  in  ob- 
taining a  clear  account  of  this  part  of  the  continent  he  was 
aoit  to  discover. 

-'  Soon  after  Alvaredo  set  out  for  Cuba,  by  the  advice  of  his 
captains  and  pilots,  Orijalva  continued  his  exploration  of  the 
coast,  which  he  sailed  along  in  sight  of  the  mountains  of  7Us- 
pUf  so  named  from  a  town  in  that  neighbourhood.  Proceed- 
ing onwards  to  the  province  of  Panuco,  they  saw  several  .  . 
towns  on  the  shore,  and  a  river  which  thev  named  Decaneas. 
While  they  lay  here  at  anchor  rather  off  their  guard,  ten  car* 
noes  full  of  armed  men  came  towards  the  ship  commanded  by 
Alonzo  de  Avila,  and  poured  in  a  flight  of  arrows,  by  which 
five  men  were  wounded,  and  then  attempted  to  cut  the  cables, 
that  they  might  carry  off  the  ship,  and  even  succeeded  so  far 
as  to  cut  one  of  the  cables.  The  men  on  board  de  Avilas  ship 
behaved  themselves  well,  and  overset  two  of  the  canoes,  yet 
required  the  aid  of  fire-arms  from  the  other  ships  before  they 
could  drive  away  the  Indians.  At  last,  many  of  the  Indians 
being  wounded,  they  desisted  from  their  rash  enterprise,  and 
made  for  the  land.  From  this  place  the  Spaniards  sailed  L 
along  the  coast  till  they  came  to  a  large  point  of  land  which  «^ 
they  found  very  difficult  to  double,  and  the  pilot  Alaminos 
represented  that  it  was  very  inconvenient  to  proceed  any  far- 
ther in  that  direction.  The  captains  and  pilots  now  consulted 
as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done,  some  of  whom  were  for  re- 
turning along  the  coast  in  search  of  a  proper  place  in  which 
to  settle  a  colony.  Montejo  and  Avila  differed  firom  this  opi- 
nion, representing  that  winter  was  approaching,  that  provi- 
sions were  growing  scarce,  and  one  of  the  shiyts  very  leaky; 
lor  all  which  reasons  it  was  advisable  to  return  to  Cuba}  the 
more  especially  because  the  natives  of  this  coast  were  numer- 
ous and  warlike,  and  the  Spaniards  were  so  much  fatigued  by 
having  been  so  long  at  sea,  that  they  were  not  able  to  main- 
tain their  ground.  Added  to  this,  Orgalva  considered  that 
his  instructions  were  positive  not  to  attempt  any  settlement ; 
and  thii*  being  backed  by  the  opinion  of  his  captains,  Mon- 
tejo and  Avila,  he  determined  to  return.  Tpjking  about, 
tlteretbre,  he  came  back  io  the  great  river  of  OimzacoaltOt 
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but  could  not  enter  it  on  accoum  of  bad  weather.  They 
proceeded  thence  to  the  river  of  Tonala.  which  they  had 
named  St  Anthony,  where  they  careened  their  leaky  ship. 
While  here,  many  Indians  came  to  them  from  the  town, 
which  was  a  leacue  off,  bringing  fowls,  bread,  and  other  pro- 
visions, which  they  bartered  for  Spanish  toys;  and  the  news 
having  spread  over  the  country,  others  came  from  Cfuazacoallo, 
and  other  neighbouring  towns,  bringing  provisions,  small 
tfold  plates,  and  very  bright  copper  axes  with  painted  handles. 
.Thinking  these  axes  had  been  pale  gold,  the  Spaniards  pur- 
chased SIX  hundred  of  them,  and  the  natives  would  willingly 
have  sold  them  more. 

While  at  this  place,  one  Bartholomew  Prado  went  to  a 
temple  which  stood  in  the  fields,  whence  he  brought  some  of 
the  perfume  used  by  the  Indians,  named  copal,  or,  as  some 
call  it,  gum  anime.  He  also  brought  away  the  knives  of  flint, 
with  which  the  priests  sacrifice  men  to  their  false  gods,  by 
ripping  them  open,  and  some  idols.  He  delivered  all  these 
things  to  Grijalva,  having  first  taken  off  the  ear-rings,  pen- 
dants, plateti,  and  crowns  of  gold  with  which  the  idols  were 
adorned,  worthabout.ninety  pieces  of  eight,  which  he  endea- 
voured to  conceal ;  but  not  being  able  to  dissemble  his  joy 
,for  the  booty  he  had  obtained,  Grijalva  had  notice  of  it ;  yet, 
beingof  a  generous  temper,  he  restored  all  to  Prado,  reserv- 
ing only  the  fifth  for  the  king.  When  they  had  refitted  their 
ship,  they  sailed  in  forty-five  days  to  Cuba,  with  gold  to  the 
value  of  4000  pieces  of  eight,  besides  what  Alvaredo  had  car- 
ried. When  they  came  to  pay  the  fifth  for  the  copper  axes, 
which  they  had  bougrt  for  gold,  they  were  much  confused 
on  finding  them  rusty.  They  pat  into  the  harbour  of  Ma- 
tancas,  where  Grijalva  found  a  letter  from  Velasquez,  order- 
ing him  to  tell  the  soldiers  that  another  fleet  was  fittii^  out 
for  returning  to  make  a  settlement  in  New  Spain,  and  that 
those  who  chose  to  go  back  should  remain  at  some  farms  be- 
longing to  the  governor  in  that  neighbourhood.  Grijalva 
himself  was  ordered  to  come  with  all  speed  with  the  ships  to 
Santiago,  where  the  new  fleet  was  fitting  out  On  appearing 
before  Velasquez,  he  had  no  thanks  for  all  the  trouble  he  had 
been  at,  and  was  even  abused  for  not  having  made  a  settle- 
ment, though  he  had  acted  exactly  according  to  his  instruc- 
tions. This  wan  a  capital  blunder  in  Velasquez,  as  he  seemed 
resolved  to  find  a  person  fitted  both  for  making  discoveries 
and  of  betraying  him  by  setting  up  for  himself.    One  would 
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have  imamned  that  a  man  of  8o  much  good  sense  as  Vekuqnez 
certainly  nad,  would  have  had  the  judgmient  to  retain  in  his 
employment  n  poi  ixik:  so  fit  for  his  purpose  as  Oriialva  had 
proved  j  uy^:  the  vory  i^mgf  r  which  he  di^raced  him  ought 
assuredly  to  hn  ;  f  rest^rved  bini  from  that  fate,  since  onlyDv 
a  serupiuov«s  i^^^v.ixl  to  his  iiis(v  actions  had  he  refkuned,  af- 
tet  inch  valuable  yVnc^vprieH  nv':k  pursuing  th$t  line  of  con- 
duct by  winch  be  v/as  luost  I  kely  to  have  estal^shed  his  for- 
tune and  independence.  But  Velasquez,  like  many  other  men 
of  excellent  sUiities,  oiten  preferred  the  (pinions  of  others  to 


important  conquests 
ki^erwnrd'i  made  by  the  Spimiards,  than  the  wisest  measares 
he  could  have  taken. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


HISTORY  nw  THE  DISCOVERY  AND  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO, 
WRITTEN  IN  THE  YEAR  1568,  BY  CAPTAIN  BERNAL  DIAZ 
DEI.  CASTH  LOJ  ONE  OF  THE  CONQUERORS. 

INTRODUCTION. 


4  LTHOUGHthepresentchaptermaynot,at  first  sight,  appear 
/\^  strictly  conformable  to  the  plan  rf  this  work,  which  pn>- 
Ksses  to  be  a  Collection  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  it  is,  notwith> 
standing,  very  intimately  connected  with  our  plan,  as  every  step 
of  the  conquerors,  from  their  first  landing  on  the  coast  of  the 
Mexican  empire,  to  the  final  cmnpletion  of  the  conquest  and 
reduction  of  the  numerous  dependent  provinces,  must  be  cott> 
sidered  as  discoveries  of  kingdoms,  provinces,  «nd  people  be» 
fore  utterly  unknown.  In  our  endeavours  to  convey  a  deiMr 
view  of  this  important  event  to  our  readers.  We  have  preferred 
the  original  narrative  of  Bernal  Diaz,  one  of  the  oorapauio)i« 
of  Cortes,  who  accompanied  him  during^  the  whole  of  his  me> 
morable  and  arduous  enterprise,  an  eye-voitness  of  everf  tki>tg 
irhich  he  relates,  and  vohose  historjf,  notwithstanding  the  amrse^ 
ness  of  its  style,  has  been  iUways  much  esteemed  Jor  tki  simf^ 
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e^  and  sincerity  ^  the  author,  eoeiyah^re  dkemeraMe*. 
liiose  who  jure  desiroas  of  crideaHy  invcfttiffating^  Uie  icbjtet* 
as  «  matter  of  history,  wiH  ftid  abaiulMiC  uifaaiaMbuita  tt» 
History  of  Mexko  by  Glavigero,  and  in  Robertton^^fOttory 
of  America.  In  our  edition  of  the  preitot  article  we  have 
brve^y  availed  ourselves  of  The  *rue  Hisfmy  of  the  Conquest 
of  Mexico  hjf  Bemal  Diaz,  translated  by  Mauride  Keatinff, 
Esq.  and  published  in  1800  j  but  which  we  have  not  servildy 
ccpled  on  the  present  occasimi.  This  history  is  often  rather 
muinte  on  trivial  circumstances,  and  somewhat  tedious  fn  its 
reprdiensions  of  a  work  on  the  same  sulject  by  Franctico 
Lopez  de  Oomara ;  but  as  an  original  documerit»  veiy  Utide 
iraedom  has  been  assumed  in  k^ing  these  redttncundes. 
The  whole  |us  been  carefully  collated  with  thie  hiitoiy  of  the 
same  sulmcr  bv  Clavigero,  and  ^di  the  raooit  intttesting 
work  of  Hnmboit,  so  at  to  ascertain  the  praptf  ordiognphy 
of  the  Mexican  names  of  persons,  places,  and  things,  and  to 
illustrate  or  correct  circumstances  and  accounts  of  events, 
vi^erever  that  seemed  necessary.  Dia2l  commences  his  work 
with  his  own  embarkation  firom  %Mdn  in  1514,  and  given  an 
account  of  the  two  previous  expeditions  of  Hemuidez  de 
Cordova,  and  Juan  de  Grijalva,  to  the  coast  of  New  Sjp!Bfai» 
both  already  given  in  the  preceding  chapter,  but  which  it 
would  have  been  improper  to  have  expttnged  in  this  edition 
of  the  original  work  of  Diaz. 


A 


PREFACE  BY  THE  AUtHOB. 

I,  Bern AL  Diaz  del  Castillo,,  r^dor  of  the  loyal  city 
of  Guatimala,  while  composing  this  most  true  histoiy  of  the 
conquest  of  Meodco,  happened  to  see  a  work  by  lotmcisco 
Lopez  de  Gomara  cm  the  same  sul^ect,  the  elegance  of  which 
made  me  ashamed  of  the  vutoarity  of  my  own,  and  caused 
me  to  throw  away  my  pen  in  (Mspair.  After  having  read  it, 
however,  I  found  it  full  of  misrepresentatioiu  of  the  events, 
haviiftff  exa^^rated  the  number  of  natives  which  we  kflled  in 
the  dnferait  batdes,  in  a  manner  so  extraordinary  as  to  be 
altod^ther  unworthy  of  credit.  Our  force  seldom  much  ex- 
ceemd  four  hundred  men,  and  even  if  we  had  found  the  mul- 
titudes he  »peaks  of  bound  hand  and  fobt^  we  had  not  been 
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f^  to  put  lo  many  to  death.  In  fkei  we  were  often  greatly 
at  a  lo«s  to  protect  oiuwlvei,  and  were  daily  reduced  to  pnly 
to  God  for  deliyerance  from  themiuiy  oerib  which  enirironea 
ut  on  every  side.  Alaric  and  Atilla,  tnose  great  conquierora» 
di4:Pot  alay  such  nunibera  of  their  enemies  as  Oomara  pro* 
tends  we  dad  in  New  Spain.  He  alleges  that  we  burned  many 
cities  and  temples,  forgetting  that  any  of  us,  the  true  con* 
querors,  were  vtill  alive  to  amtradict  nis  assertions.  He  ofton 
maonifies  the  merit  of  one  officer  at  the  expence  of  another^ 
ana  even, speaks  of  the  Exploits  of  some  captains  who  were 
notengaged  an^the  expedition.  He  pretends  that  CorteS  gave 
seoret  orders  for  the  destruction  of  our  ^ipsj-  Whereas  this 
was  done  by  the  common  consent  of  us  m1,  that  we  might 
add  th^  seamen  to  our  small  military  force.  He  most  inn 
justly  depreciates  the  ofaaracier  of  Juan  de  Grijalva,  vi^o  was 
ft  very  vqUant  commander.  He  omits  the  discovery  of  Yucih 
tftn  by  Hernandez  de  G>i  uova.  He  erroneously  nipposea 
Oaray  to  have. been  actuaUy  in  the  expedition  which  he  fitted 
put. .  His  account  of  the  defeat  of  Narvacz  is  sufficiently  ao* 
curate  I  but  thatt  which  he  gives  of  the  war  of  TIascala  is  ex- 
ceedingly err(^eous.  He  treats  the  war  in  Mexico  as  a  mat- 
ter of.  Tittle  importanoe,:  though  we  there  lost  above  870  of 
ouir  soldiers,  t  He  makes  no  mention  of  our  loss  during  the 
memorable  si^c  of  that  city,  but  treats  of  it  as  of  a  festival  or 
a  marriage  pageant. 

It  is  needless  to  enlarge  on  his  numerous  errors  in  this 
place.  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  my  own  narrative,  ever 
mindful  that  tlie  beauty  oi^  historical  composition  is  truths  and 
shall  carefully  relate  the  conquest  of  New  Spain,  recording 
the  heroic  services  of  us  the  true  conquerors ;  who,  though 
few  in  number,  gained  this  rich  country  to  his  majesty  through 
many  dangers  and  infinite  hardships,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  brave  and  adventurous  captain,  Hernando  Cortbb; 
t^aingin  my  work  such  ornament  and  embellishment  of  lan- 
guage as  may  seem  proper  to  the  occasion.  For  these  great 
services,  his  majesty  has  often  issued  orders  ithat  we  should 
be  amply  rewarded,  but  his  orders  have  not  hitherto  been 
obeyed.  My  narrative  will  afford  sufficient  materials  for  fuir 
ture  historians  to  celebrate  the  fame  of  our  general,  Cortes, 
and  the  merits  of  those  brave  conquerors  by  whom  this  great 
and  holy  enterprise  was  achieved.  This  is  not  a  history  of 
ancient  nations,  made  up  of  vain  reveries,  and  idle  hearsays, 
but  contains  a  true  relation  of  events  of  which  I  was  an  actor 
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and  an  cv«-witneM.  Gonuura  received  and  wrote  luch  ae*' 
Munts  of  these  events  as  tended  to  enhance  the  fkme  and  me^* 
fit  of  Cortes  exclusively,  nej^ecting  to  malte  mention  of  oui* 
faliant  captains  and  brave  soldiers ;  and  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  work  shew^  his  partiaiity  to  that  fiunilyi  by  which  heil^ 
patronized.  By  him  also  the  doctor  nkwas,  and  the  bishc^ 
Paulus  Jovius  liave  been  misled  in  the  works  which  they  have 
bnbHshed.  But  in  the  course  of  this  history,  as  a  vigilant  pi^ 
nt  proceeds  cautiously  among  shoals  and  quicksands  by  the 
help  of  the  line,  so  I,  in  my  progress  to  the  haven  of  truth, 
shdl  expose  the  errors  and  misrepresentations  of  OoiAara  i 
Yet  if  I  were  to  point  out  every  error  he  has  committed,  the 
chaff  would  much  exceed  the  grain.  "  ''■ 

'  I  have  brought  this  history  to  a  conclusion,  in  the  loival 
city  of  Ouatimala,  the  residence  of  the  royal  audience,  this 
26th  of  February  1572. 


SectiomI.  ^" 

Expedition  of  Hernandez  de  Cordaoa,  in  1517*  'l'> 

I  LEFT  Castilte  in  the  year  1514,  along  with  t*^dro  Ariifi 
de  Avila,  then  appointed  to  the  government  of  TieTra  Firroal 
and  arrived  with  him  at  Nombre  de  Dios.  A  pestilence  ra^ed 
in  the  colony  at  Our  arrival,  of  which  many  of  the  soldiers 
died,  and  most  of  the  survivors  were  invalids.  De  AviU 
gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  a  gentleman  named  Vasco 
Nunes  de  Balooa,  who  had  conquered  that  province ;  but  be- 
coming afterwards  suspicious  that  Balboa  intended  to  revolt; 
he  caused  him  to  be  beheaded.  As  troubles  were  likely  \A 
take  place  in  this  Colony,  8evera^of  uS  who  were  men  of  good 
fiimilies,  asked  permission  from  Avila  to  go  over  to  Cnba^ 
which  had  becfTi  ia^-ely  settled  under  the  governmdit  of  Diegd 
Veksqiiez.  He  ref;dilv  granted  this  request,  as  he  had  brou^t 
mdre  soldiers  rxmx^  Spain  than  were  needed  ih  his  province, 
which  was  alretidy  subdued.  We  Wi^nt  accordingly  to  Cuba^ 
where  we  were  kindly  received  by  Velasquez,  who  promised 
to  give  as  the  first  lands  that  felt  vacant;  but,  after  waiting 
three  years,  reckoning  from  the  time  of  leaving  S^ain,  and  no 
settlements  offering,  an  hundred  and  ten  of  us  chose  Franciisco 
HenWtndez  de  Goraova  for  our  captain,  a  wealthy  gentleman 
of  Cuba,  and  determined  to  go  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  un- 
der 
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der  bu  command.  Fw  this  purpose,  we  bought  two  Tcodt 
of  coniideraUe  burthen,  and  procured  a  baric  on  eredit  firom 
Velaiquez,  who  propoacd  as  a  condition,  that  we  should 
make  a  descent  on  the  isUnds  called  X«i  Giuutagest  between 
Cuba  and  Honduras,  to  seise  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  as 
slaves,  in  order  by  their  sale  to  rmay  the  expenoe  of  the  baric : 
But  when  this  proposal  was  maoe  known  to  the  sokliers,  we 
unanimously  refused,  as  it  was  unjust,  and  neither  permitted 
by  God  nor  the  king  to  make  ^ves  of  freemen.    Velas- 

anes  assented  to  the  justice  of  our  ol:gection8,  and  gave  us  all 
le  assistance  in  his  power  in  regard  to  provisions.  We  ac- 
cordingly laid  in  a  store  oi  hogs  at  three  crowns  each,  there 
being  no  oxen  or  theep  at  that  time  in  Cuba,  and  a  quantity 
of  eauava  bread,  as  flour  was  not  to  be  had  for  biscuits.  With 
these  sorry  provisions,  and  some  triflina  toys  and  ornaments 
to  barter  with  the  Indians,  we  assembfed  at  a  port  named 
AgarucOf  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba,  eight  leagues  from  the 
town  of  St  Christopher,  the  inhabitants  of  which  removed 
two  years  afterwards  to  the  H^vanna.  Our  chief  pilot  was 
Antonio  de  Alaminos  of  Palos,  and  two  others  named  Co- 
macho  jde  Triana,  and  Juan  Alvarez.  We  got  also  a  priest, 
named  Alonso  Gonzales  to  go  with  the  expedition ;  and  ap- 
pointed a  soldier  named  Bernardino  Iniguez  as  veedor,  to 
take  care  of  his  majesties  rights  in  case  of  procuring  any  gold 
during  the  voyage. 

Having  provided  ourselves  in  necessaries  as  wdl  as  we 
could,  and  recommended  ourselves  to  God  and  the  Hofy 
Virgin,  we  sailed  firom  the  port  of  Agaruco  on  the  8th  of 
February  1517.  In  twelve  days  we  paswd  Cape  St  Antpnio 
in  the  Umd  of  a  tribe  of  savages  called  GuawUareyes,  Mter 
which  we  sailed  to  the  westwards  at  random,  being  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  shaUows,  currents,  or  prevailing,  winds  in 
these  seas.  We  were  in  most  imminent  danger  during  our 
voyage  for  two  days  and  two  nights  in  a  violent  storm  j  but 
the  wind  subsided,  and  in  twen^-one  days  after  leaving.  Cu- 
ba, we  came  to  a  coast  which  had  never  been  before  disco- 
vered. On  nearing  the  shore,  we  saw  a  larae  town  about 
two  leagues  inland,  which  we  named  Grand  Cairo,  as  it  ex- 
ceeded any  of  the  towns  in  Cuba.  Our  bark  was  sent  for- 
wards to  examine  the  coast.  Five  canoes  came  off  to  us  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th  March.  These  boats  of  the  Indians 
resemble  troughs,  being  Jiollowed  out  oS  a  sin^e  trunk  of  a 
tree,  and  many  of  them  are  large«uough  to  contain  fifty  men. 

We 
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We  iiiTilad  tke  people  bj  simtto  come  on  boerdt  and  gbove 
thirty  of  them  oene  aboefd  Owrdova*  abip  witlKmt  ibewiiu|; 
the  MnaOeit  ^jprehendon,  where  dwy  were  treeted  with  inch 
pnmAxM  as  we  had,  and  each  of  tnem  received  a  string  of 
green  glass  beads.  Hniag  examined  the  vesseb  with  much 
admiration,  they  went  to  the  shore,  promising  by  sigps  to  re- 
turn next  day  with  a  greater  numbier  of  canoes,  in  order  to 
bring  us  all  on  shore.  All  these  Indians  had  close  cotton 
dresses,  having  a  narrow  doth  round  their  waists,  being  more 
decent  than  the  natives  of  Cuba,  where  the  women  onlv  use 
this  (MJece  of  dresa.  Next  day  the  same  chief  ^ame  on  with 
twdve  laige  canoes,  inviting  our  captain  to  go  on  shore,  re> 
peating  frequently  con^scotoch,  con-escotoch,  which  we  under* 
stood  to  mean,  come  to  our  town,,  and  from  this  circumstance 
we  named  die  place  Punta  de  Cotoehe,  We  resolved  to  accept 
the  invitation,  but  using  the  precaution  to  go .  in  a  body  at 
one  embarkation,  as  we  saw  many  Indians  on  shore.  We 
therefore  hoisted  out  our  own  boats,  and  in  them  and  the  ca>: 
noes  and  our  own  small  berk,  we  proceeded  to  the  land.  Afr 
ter  landing,  we  haked  to  consider  what  we  should  do,  and  as 
the  cacique  still  urged  us  by  signs  to  accompany  him,,  we 
mardied  on  in  good  order,  fifteen  of  our  men  being  armed  with 
cross-bows  ana  ten  with  muskets.  As  we  were  passing  sonie 
thick  woods,  the  cadque  suddoily  called  aloud  to  a  body  of 
Indians  which  he  had  posted  there  in  ambush,  who  immediate- 
ly sallied  out,  pouring  in  a  flislit  of  arrows,  by  which  fifteen 
of  our  soldiers  were  wounded.  These  Indians  wore  thick 
coats  of  quilted  cotton,  and  besides  their  bows  and  arrows, 
were  armed  with  lances,  shields,  and  slings,  and  had  their 
heads  ornamented  with  feathers.  After  discharging  their  ar- 
rows they  advanced  to  attack  us  with  their  lances  j  but  our 
sharp  swords,  and  the  repeated  discharges  of  our  muskets  and 
cross-bows,  soon  drove  them  to  a  distance,  leaving  fifteen  of 
their  men  dead  on  the  field.  We  took  likewise  two  prisoners, 
who  were  afterwards  bf^tized  by  the  names  of  Julian  and 
Melchior,  and  became  useful  as  inter|)reter8.  On  our  return 
to  the  shore,  we  had  the  pleasure  to  find  that  Gonzales  had 
taken  care  of  the  chests  we  had  brought  to  land  with  articles 
for  barter,  as  he  had  taken  them  on  to  the  ships,  with  the 
assistance  of  two  natives  of  Cuba.  Near  the  place  of  the  en- 
gagement, there  were  three  buildings  of  stone  and  lime,-  in 
which  were  several  idols  of  clay  in  strange  unnatural  postures, 
with  diabolical  countenances,  and  several  wooden  chests  con- 
taining 
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taining  nnaUer  iclolft»a«MBev«melB,  three  diadenoii,  aiiid  ifereril 
tevcK  ol-biftds  aBd  fidi»  attof  inferior  soldi  ...     ,  y,   ,  ..rr 
•   lisving  rekuberked,  :iv»  proceeded  along  shore  as  fonneiv 
]y,^eoaMiiig  to  the  ^wt.  ■<  After  .fifteen  d^a  sailing  ivith  great 
oavtion  along  an  unknown  coast,  we  got  sight  oC*  a  urge 
town  near  an  inlet  or  creek,  which  had  the  i^pearance  of 
being  die  moutli  of  a  river.    We  named  this  place  St  Ihi^ 
canii,  because  discovered  on  the  Sonday  of  that  saint  i  and 
we  determined  to  att^npt  procuring  water  at  this  place,  be- 
ing in  mudi  want,  as  our  casks  were  bad,  not  baTingsnfii- 
cient  means  to  purchase  fHroper  vessels  at.  Cuba.     As  tne  ebb- 
tide left  an  extenuve  shakuw,  we  left  our  two  large  ships  a 
league  from  shore,  and  went  well  armed  in  our  bark  anditiie 
boats,  to  a  place  from  which  the  town  was  supplied  with  wa- 
ter {  as  BO  far  as  we  could  discover  this  country  has  no  run- 
ninff  streams.    Just  as  we  had  filled  our  casks,  about  fiiiy 
Iniflansj  dressed  in  cotton  mantles,  came  towards  us*  who 
all  app^ured  to  bechieft.    Th^<  inquired  by  signs  what  we 
wanted;   and  we  answered  in  the  same  manner,   that  we 
came  for  water,  and  were  now  returning  to  our  ships.    They 
then  pointed  to  the  eastwards,  418  if  asking  if  we  came  from 
thence,  frequently  repeating  the  word  CastiUano.     After 
thist  they  invited  us  to  their  town,  to  which  we  accordingly 
went,  and  came  to  some  large  and  well-constructed  teiT>pl«s, 
built  of  stone  and  lime,  having  the  figures  of  idols  and  ser- 
pents painted  on  the  walls.   On  enterinff  one  of  these  temples, 
we  could  plainly  perceive  Cue  traces  of  fresh  spilt  blood  on 
one  of  the  altars.    We  saw  likewise  several  strange  idolatrous 
fibres  and   symbolical  paintings,  altogether  impressing  us 
with  horror  and  astonishment.    All  this  while  the  natives  be* 
haved  peaceably,  but  collected  in  great  numbeirs,  appcrendy 
from  curiosity,  yet  we  stood  upon  our  suard,  remembering 
how  we  had  been  treated  et  the  former  place.    A  body  of  the 
natives  made  their  appearance,  in  very  ragged  dresses,  each 
of  whom  carried  a  bundle  of  dry  reeds,  which  they  laid  in  a 
heap,  and  then  retired.     Soon  afterwards  came  two  bodies  of 
warriors,  dressed  and  armed  like  those  at  the  former  place, 
each  headed  by  a  chief  or  captain,  whd  drew  up  at  some 
distance  trom  us.     Immediately  after  this,  ten  priests  rushed 
out  from  a  neighbouring  temple^  These  men  wore  loose  robes 
of  while  cotton,  having  their  long  hair  clotted  with  blood, 
and  all  matted  and  twisted  together.    They  bore  vessels  in 
their  hands  containing  fire  and  aromatics,  with  which  they 
«r»"^'^'  fumigated 
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finniMited  as»  and  made  U8  to  nndorstand  by  ligM*  diat  thqr 
would  pnt  111  to  deatb'if  we  did  not  quit  their  ctainCry  before 
the  fiiel  lying:  bvtc^iWaft^Goawulied,'  ^^lidb  they  how  kiiktted 
and  retved.  llie  wanMMw'  who.  were  dfilwd  •  up-opposite  u«, 
\ifigui  to  make  a  noise^  beating  their  drums,  sounding  their 
horns,  and  whistling  with  great  violimce.  Seeing  these 
threatening  preparations,  we  deemed  it  prudent  to  retrebt  to 
our  boats,  on  beard  of  which  our  water-casks  had  been  tit* 
ready  embarked,  and  returning  to  our  ships  we  (HXHseeded  o^ 
our  voyage. 

'^  We  coasted  along  for  six  days,  during  which  time  we  bad 
a  violent  storm  lirom  the  north,  by  which  we  were  in  great 
danger  of  being  driv«i  on  shore.  We  suffered  much  tkn 
from  want  of  water,  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  our  cadks, 
and  were  often  obliged  to  go  <m  shore  to  sink  w^  for  our 
daily  suf^ly.  At  the  end  of  six  days,  we  came  oppbsite  a 
town  about  a  league  from  the  shore,  to  which  we  determined 
to  go,  and  came  to  anchor  therefore  as  near  as  we  could* 
The  name  of  this  town  was  PoHtoncAorti  in  which  we  coaM 
see  several  buildinffs  of  stone  and  lime,  and  it  appeared  to  bd 
surrounded  with  fields  of  maize.  We  landed,  and  having 
found  a  spring  of  water,  we  immediately  began  to  fill  oui; 
casks;  While  busied  in  this  necessary  employment,  sevend 
large  bodies  of  warriors  approached  us  in  silence;  These 
men  had  t'>feir  bodies  covered  to  their  knees  with  defensive 
armour  of  cotton ;  their  faces  were  painted  black,  white,  and 
red*  and  their  heads  wjre  ornamented  with  plumes  of  feathers* 
Besides  bo^i,  arrows,  and  slings,  they  bald  shields  and  two- 
handed  swords.  These  people  addressed  us  in  the  same 
manner  with  those  >f  Campechy,  pointing  to  the  east,  and 
repeating  CastiHano^  Castiilano ;  to  which  we  replied  by 
signa  that  we  came  from  the  east,  yet  were  much  at  a  loss  to 
know  ^3  intention  of  this  inquiry,  and  whether  to  uiider>> 
stand  it  favourable  or  otherwise.  Meaning  to  remaiiir  on 
shiNTe  for  the  night,  we  formed  ourselves  in  a  compact  bod^r, 
with  sMitinels  on  every  side,  and  consulted  together  as  to 
our  fariher  proceeding:.  We  heard  at  this  tim'^  a  great 
muse  among  the  Indians,  which  we  suspected  to  threaten  us 
with  evil  {  and  some  of  us  proposed  to  embark,  which  was 
considered  as  too  dangerous  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  while 
others  were  for  making  an  immediate  attack,  on  the  old  pi'ir  > 
c^lo,  that  the  assit-Jlant  usually  eonquers ;  but  the  odds 
against  us  was  at  least  300  to  one,  and  thu  juncil  was  re- 
jected 


4M 


Cmgimtqf  Mutieo         kabt  u.  book  ii. 


I 


'■ 


jecteda»tpftra«h.  :lliy  «tIeiigl|ibrakfl»JMifprensa  view 
of  our  daimnr.    CfaNMt  bodin  of  tMmioMi  vers  «een  ad* 
l«|f^liff  wila  thair  atanderds  diqih^ed  to  jnin  those  who  had 
?>iwnroBd  qn  iba  preceding  evening,  and  we  soon  found 
tbut  we  liittst  exert  our  utmost  efforts  for  ourdefooce,  putting 
our  trust  in  tlie  mercy  of  God  to  ,n^eve  us  from  our  danger- 
QMS  situatioi^.    The  Indians  surrounding  us  on  every  side,  im« 
medjatejly  attainted  us  hand  to  hand,  and  soon  wounded  ten' 
of  our  men  j  bnt  the  execution  made  Uy  our  swords  and  fire- 
arms made  them  draw  off  to  some  distance,  whence  they 
plied,  their  arrows  to  good  effect.    They  continually  called 
out,  a/  calaehifmi,alcahchiom,  which  we  understood  to  mean. 
Aim  at  tl^  captain,  who  woe  wounded  by  arrows  in  twelve 
different  places.     I  also  had  three  waunds,  one  of  which  in 
xny  left  side,  was  very  dangerous,  and  two  of  our  men  were 
carried  o£P  alive.     Seeing  ul  our  exertions  ineffectual,  as  the 
enqny  continually  received  reinforcements,  and  above  fifty  of 
our.  number  were  already  slain,  Ck)rdova  gave  orders  to  force 
oipr  way  through  the  enemy,  which  we  effected  in  a  compact 
body,  the  envoy  keeping  up  a  close  pursuit,    continually 
pouring  in  thfir  arrows,  and  even  attacking  us  vrith  their 
^)ears.     Wf  at  last  reached  our  boats,  which  sunk  in  the 
huray  and  pressure  of  our  anbarkation,  and  many  of  us  had 
to  endeavour  to  reach  the  bark,  which  came  as  near  as  pos- 
tdUe  to  receive  us,  half  wading  and  half  swimming.    In  this 
last  effort  many  of  our  soldiers  were  woimded,  and  it  was 
ivith  the  utmost  difficulty  that  any  of  us  escaped.    This  dis- 
astrous action  lasted  half  an  hour,  and  on  mustering  our 
force  after  we  got  back  to  the  ships,  we  found  we  had  lost 
fUA^-seven  men.     Our  wounds  soon  became  very  punful, 
owing  to  the  cold  an(}  the  sea  water,  and  we  cursed  Alami- 
nos  and  his  discoveries,  who  still  persisted  that  this  land  was 
an  island.     W?  gftve  this  bay  the  name  of  de  Mala  Prdea, 
or  of  the  unlucky  fight.     One  soldier  only  of  those  who 
escaped  was  uuwounqed,  most  of  us  havmg  three  or  four 
wounds,  and  our  icaptain  twelve.     Many  ofthe  sailors  like- 
wise were  disabled}  for  which  reason  we  set  the  smallest  vessel 
on  fire,  distributing  her  crew  to  the  others.    Our  greatest 
misfortufie  was  that  we  had  been  forced  to  leave  pUr  casks 
behind,  so  that  during  the  rest  of  the  time  we  remained  at 
sea  we  were  reduced  to  inexpressible  distress  for  wa.at  of  wa- 
^  ^er,  our  lips  and  tongues  becoming  full  of  cracks  Scorn  into- 
lerable 
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lerable  thint    Such  are  the  cnmi  hardships  attendttit  on 
voyaoes  of'diKovery. 

After  three  days  aa^,  oiMerviag  »  creric  wludi  we  Iwiflid 
0ittght  lead  to  frmi  walor,  fifteen  ■■tori  and  tlvee  seMerB 
tMnt  on  shore  to  examine  it ;  bat  the  only  water  they  oofdd 
find  was  salt,  aad  some  which  they  g&t  from  [Hts  whiefa  th^ 
sunk  on  Uie  shoie  was  not  drinkable  even  in  our  distressed 
situation.  This  was  called  Alligators  Creeks  as  it  contwned  a 
great  number  of  these  animtds.  The  p'-evaHiii^  winds  at 
this  time  were  from  the  north  and  north-east,  which  increas- 
ed to  «  storm,  in  which  we  were  near  p<>rrahing  When  it 
subsided,  we  determined  on  returning  to  the  Havanna ;  but« 
by  the  advice  of  Akrniinos,  we  made  in  the  first  place  for  the 
coast  of  Florida,  which  by  his  charts,  and  the  observations 
he  had  made  of  our  voyage,  was  70  leagues  distant.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  mh  navigation,  as  he  had  been  there 
ten  or  twelve  years  before '  with  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  and 
steering  across  the  gulf,  we  came  to  that  country  in  four  days 
sail.  Our  first  object  was  to  obtain  a  supply  of  water ;  tor 
our  c^>tain  was  sinking  daily  under  the  distress  of  his  wounds 
and  intolerable  thirst,  and  we  were  all  in  much  need  of  that 
indispensable  necessary  of  life.  Twenty  of  us,  among  whom 
I  was  one,  went  on  shore  with  the  casks  as  soon  as  possible^ 
being  warned  by  Alaminos  to  be  on  our  guard  against  a  sud* 
den  attack  from  the  natives,  who  had  fall^  upon  him  by  sur- 
prise when  formerly  on  that  coast  We  accordingly  posted  a 
guard  in  an  open  place  near  the  shore,  and  set  about  digging 
some  ;  tc,  in  which  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  exigent 
water.  We  remained  about  an  hour  washing  our  linens 
and  baihiug  our  wounds,  which  delay  enabled  the  Indians  to 
attaisk  us,  one  of  our  centinels  giving  us  the  alarm  only  a  few 
TDoments  before  they  appeared.  The  Indians,  who  were 
tail,  athlietic  men,  dressed  in  the  skins  of  beasts,  immediately 
let  fly  a  shower  of  arrows,  by  which  six  of  us  were  woundecf, 
and  myself  among  the  rest.  We  soon  beat  them  oflj  how- 
ever, when  they  went  to  the  assistance  of  another  party  who 
had  come  round  in  some  canoes,  and  were  drajgning  away 
our  boat,  after  wounding  Alaminos  and  four  ssulbrs.  We 
foUowed-them  as  quickly  as  possible,  wading  up  to  our  mid- 
dles in  the  sea,  and  rescued  the  boat,  after  killing  twenty- 
..•'•■  two 
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UHD.Qf  the  Iniiian«t  and  making  prisonen  of  three  who  were 
only  aUghdy  wounded,  yet  died  merwards  during' our  voyage 

:r  4^  ^  naliveii  were  driven  away,  we  inquired  of  the 
aeidi«r.«lK>  gave  us  the  aiannof  theen«ray,  what^had  be* 
otMAB  of  ^is  oomrade  I  He  reported^  that  a  wort  time  before 
)ie  came  t&<  us,  hia  companion  went  to  the  water  ode  to  cut 
down  a  pahnito,  and  soon  afterwards,  hearing  him  cry  out» 
being  aa  he  supposed  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  heran  to? 
war^  us  and  gave  the  alarm.  The  K>ldier  thus  amissing* 
named  Berrio,  was  the  only  person  who  escaped,  from  Pon^ 
tonchan  unwounded.  We  went  to  seek  for  him,  and  found 
the  palmito  he  had  began  to  cut,  around  which  the  ground 
was  much  trodden,  but  no  trace  of  blood,  from  which  we 
concluded  he  had  been  carried  away  alive.  Having  sought 
hwi  in  vain  for  an  hour,  we  returned  on  board  with  the 
water,  to  the  infinite  joy  of  our  companions,  who  were  quite 
beside  themselves  on  its  arrival.  One  man  leapt  into  the 
boat  immediately  oa  its  getting  along-side,  and  never  ceased 
drinking  till  he  died.  We  next  proceeded  f  a  certain  low 
island  called  los  Baxos  de  las  Martyres^  where  our  command- 
ers ship  struck  on  a  sunken  rock,  and  took  in  so  much  wa- 
ter that  she  was  near  sinking ;  indeed  we  greatly  feared  that 
our  utmost  exertions  at  the  pump  could  not  bring  her  into 
port.  When  two  of  our  bailors,  who  werr  from  the  Levant, 
were  called  upon  to  aid  in  pumping,  they  calmly  replied  face^ 
telo  voSt  or  Do  it  yourselves,  when  we  were  almost  exhausted 
by  fatigue,  and  the  ship  on  the  very  point  of  going  down. 
We  compelled  them,  however,  to  tall  to,  and  by  the  blessing 
of  Goo  we  got  safe  to  the  harbour  then  called  Fw'to  de  Ca- 
renaSi  where  th«  city  of  Havannr  has  been  since  built.  Our 
captain  went  immediately  to  his  estate  near  Spiriiu  Santos 
where  he  died  in  ten  days,  and  three  coldiers  died  of  their 
wounds  at  the  liavanna,  and  *Ue  rest  dispersed  to  their  dif<r 
ferent  homes  or  avocations. 

;.  Immediately  after  our  arrival,  an  express  was  sent  to  Ve- 
lasquez the  governor  of  Cuba,  informing  him  that  we  had 
discovered  a  country  having  houses  of  stone  and  hme,  where 
the  inhabitants  were  decently  clothed,  cultivating  maize, 
and  possessing  gold ;  and  the  fame  of  our  discovery  was  soon 
spread  through  the  island,  by  the  soldiers  and  mariners  who 
had  returned  from  the  expedition.  On  producing  the  figures 
and  idols  which  we  had  brought  over,  it  was  believed  that 
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they  hud  been  brought  to  that  countiy  l^  a  JemUk  edbsy, 
flyilig'«fter  the  destniction  of  Jerutalemifay  Tttns  andVies- 
paiian  \  •  Tht;  name  of  Yuaitan,  whkh  that  coontiy  we  du- 
ODveicd  acquired  lat  this  time,  was  oocadoned  t^  die  foU^. 
Hig  nristake.  Yuea  in  the  hmmiage  of  the  country  islthtf 
name  of  the  plant  used  in  the  iaTanai  for  Inread,  there  naibed 
cazabiywaA  tale  in  the  same  hmsuage  signifltii  the  head  dl 
earth  on  which  it  is  planted.  When  the  two  prisoners  wboni 
we  brought  from  thence  were  shewn  this  plant  in  Cuba,  th<7 
immediately  reooffnized  it,  saying  Yueu-UU,  which  was  sup>i> 
posed  to  signify  their  coun^,  and  has  ever  since  been  iap> 
plied  by  the  Spaniards  to  that  part  of  America,  but  pro- 
nouncea  Yucu-tan.  They  alleged  likewise  that  their  countnr 
produced  gold,  or  at  least  they  were  so  understood,  but  this 
has  since  been  found  not  to  be  the  case.  All  that  we  soldiers 
got  by  thb  discovery,  was  tu  come  back  poor  and  wounded, 
and  thankful  that  we  had  saved  our  lives,  havins  lost  seventy 
out  of  our  small  number  during  the  expedition.  l)i^o  V^ilas« 
quez  wrote  an  a'^count  to  his  patron,  the  bishop  of  Burgos, 
of  all  the  particulars  of  this  discovery,  and  the  expences  he 
hnd  incurred,  by  which  he  obtained  tame  and  credit  from  his 
majesty ;  but  nothing  was  said  in  favour  of  us  poor  soldiers, 
who  had  expended  our  property,  and  risked  our  lives  in  the 
expedition. 

As  soon  as  our  wounds  were  healed,  I  and  two  other  sol- 
diers, desiring  to  go  to  the  town  of  Trinidad,  agreed  for  our 
passage  with  an  inhabitant  of  the  Havanna,  who  was  gbing 
there  in  a  canoe  \o  sell  a  cargo  of  cotton,  for  which  he  wis  to 
be  paid  ten  crowns  in  gold.  We  accordingly  embarked  with 
him,  and  after  coasting  along  for  eleven  days,  we  were  driven 
on  shore  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  near  an  Indian  town  nam- 
ed CanarreoTiy  the  canoe  being  dashed  to  pieces,  while  we 
reached  the  shore  with  much  difficulty,  naked,  bruised,  and 
wounded.  We  were  forced  to  adopt  the  clothing  of  our  first 
parents,  aiid  tied  sandals  to  our  feet  made  of  bark  which  we 
cut  froni  the  trees  with  sharp  stones,  fixing  them  on  by  means 
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S  Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  this  fancy  of  the  Americans 
being  descended  from  the  Jews :  Without  stopping  te  controvert  this  ab* 
surd  opinion,  it  need  only  be  noticed  that  the  Jews^  at  least  i{:.t,r  their  re- 
turn from  captivity,  have  uniformly  rejected  the  use  of  images,  even  under 
the  severest  persecutio'is  ;  except  perhaps  in  Spain,  where  the  modem  Jews 
are  said  to  worship  'tie  Catholic  idols  with  much  apparent  devocion,  to  a* 
void  the  terrors  of  the  Inquisition.—  £. 
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of  4im  tough  flexible  roots  of  a  plant  called  bejueos.  Trivd- 
Ifaiff  in  this  tony  plight,  we  came  in  two  days  to  the  village 
ot'iraguarrama,  where  Ihvjf  Barthokmte  de  las  Catas  waa 
theii  paridi  priest,  who  was  afterwards  bishop  of  CAi'flfiff.  I 
wont  next  day  to  the  town  of  Chipiofutt  belonginff  to  Alonso 
de  Avila,  where  1  got  myself  decently  clothed  at  the  house  of 
a  fijend  named  Antonio  de  Medina.  I  then  continued  my^ 
journey  to  St  Jago,  where  the  governor,  Velasquez,  was  pre- 
paring to  fit  out  another  expedition  of  discovery.  Being  my 
rdatioB,  -as  well  as  governor,  I  went  to  wait  vapon  him,  when 
he  asked  if  I  was  willing  to  undertake  another  expedition  to 
Yucutan*  I  answered,  that  it  ought  rather  to  be  called  the, 
land  of  ivounds  and  disasters,  fite  replied,  he  knew  that  wo 
8u£lbr&d  vauch  in  the  last  voyage,  but  such  was  often  the  fate 
of  khose  who  sought  fame  and  honour  by  new  discoveries, 
and  that  he  wovilc  take  care  to  inform  the  king  of  our  ser- 
vices, that  we  irught  be  rewarded  according  to  our  merits. 
♦*  And  now, '  said  he,  **  my  son,  if  you  wiH  try  your  for- 
tune once  moi^,  I  will  place  you  in  a  station  where  you 
amy  reap  honour." 


Section  II. 

Expedition  oj  Juan  de  Grijalva  in  1518. 

Ekcouraoed  by  the  accounts  of  the  new  discoveries  which 
had  been  made  in  the  last  expedition,  Velasquez  fitted  out  a 
new  armament  of  four  ahips ;  two  of  which  had  been  on 
the  former  voyage,  and  the  other  two  he  now  purchased. 
This  expedition  was  to  be  commanded  in  chief  fay  his  rela- 
tion Juan  de  Gr^va,  under  whom  Pedro  de  Alvarado, 
Francisco  de  Montejo,  and  Alonso  de  Avilawere  captains^ 
all  persons  of  known  bravery,  and  proprietors  of  estates  in 
these  islands.  For  this  equipment,  each  captain  (Mrovided  sai- 
lors and  provisions,  and  the  governor  furnished  Aips,  arms, 
and  other  necessaries.  The  accounts  which  had  be«n  circu- 
lated of  the  riches  of  the  country,  especially  from  the  infor- 
mation of  Mdchior  the  native,  soon  collected  a  number  of 
unprovided  adventurers  from  the  different  isilands,  so  that 
24<0  companions  speedily  engased  for  the  expedition,  among 
whom  I  resolved  to  try  my  fortune  once  more.  We  each 
deposited  a  certain  stipulated  sum,  to  provide  various  neces- 
;  -,  .  sary 
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9iury  articles  for  the  voyage,  and  for  our  lutei  when  in  tjhc 
fiekl.  Hie  orders  ^ven  on  the  occasion  by  Vqliuquez  to 
^hrUalyit  were,  to  bring  back  as  much  gold  and  i»Uver  as  he 
Q9ttld  pfQCure,  and  in  regard  to  colonization  or  f^tjemeii^, 
he  lep  him  to  act  according  to  circumstances  as  he  mi^t 
think  best.  We  had  the  same  pilots  as  on  the  former  Toy- 
age,  with  i^.  fi>urth,  whose  name  I  do  not  remember  j  Penalpsa 
wits  our  vee4off  and  Juan  Diaz  our  chaplain.  The  port  o( 
Matanzaa  was  chosen  as  the  most  convenient  rendezvous,  as 
the  colonists  hod  many  plantations  and  flocks  of  swine  in  that 
neighbourhood.  s .     t ;  s  ^j, , 

All  our  prostrations  being  made,  wc  set  sail  on  the  $tb  of 
April  151s,  ^er  hearing  mass  with  great  devotion,  and  in 
ten  days  doubled  the  point  of  GuamguatiicOf  which  the  pi- 
k>t8  call  C^e  St  A^itonio.  In  eight  days  more  we  came  in 
sight  of  the  island  of  Cozumelj  the  currents  forcing  us  fiurthcr 
down  than  we  had  been  in  our  former  voyage.  On  sight  of 
our  ships,  the  natives  fled  from  a  town  on  the  island,  but  our 
people  found  two  old  men  concealed  in  a  fleld  of  maize  wh,o 
were  unable  to  follow  the  rest.  Our  interpreters,  JuUanillo 
and  Melchior^,  whom  we  had  made  prisoners  in  the  former 
voyage,  understood  the  language  of  these  people,  as  the  is- 
land of  Cozumel  ib  only  ibur  leagues  from  their  country. 
Grijalva  treated  titese  peo()le  well*  after  iriiich  he  gave  them 
some  presents  and  dismissed  them,  beiqg  in  hop^  to  induce 
the  natives  of  the  town  to  return.  Some  time  afterwards, 
an  Indian  woman  of  a  good  persott  and  handsome  counte- 
nance joined  us,  who  spoke  the  language  of  Jamaica*  which 
is  the  same  with  that  B|)uken  in  Cum.  She  told  us  that  she 
hed  left  Jamaica  two  years  before  in  a  canoe^  with  her  hus- 
band and  nine  other  men,  intending  to  fl&h  at  certain  islands ; 
but  the  currents  had  driven  them  to  this  place,,  where  the  na- 
tives sacrificed  her  husband  and  all  her  other  companions. 
Expecting  tliat  this  vt'oman  might  prevail  on  the  natives  to. 
return  to  the  town,  Orijiilva  sent  her  away  for  tht^t  purpose, 
allowing  two  days  for  her  return,  but  she  came,  back  next 
day,  saying  that  none  of  them  could  be  prevailed  upon  to, 
come.  At  this  place,  named  Sattta  Cruz,  we  found  a  great 
deal  of  honey  in  hives,  several  kinds  of  vegetables,  such  as 
boniatos  and  potatoes,  and  many  hogs  of  tne  country,  hav- 
ing their  navel  on  their  backs.  There  are  two  smaller  towns 
on  this  iskmd,  which  we  did  not  visit,  being  unwilling  to  lose 
titne.    Following  the  course  of  Cordova,  we  acrlved  in  eight 
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days  at  Champotm  ',  where  «pe  cast  anch«>  a  learae  from  tlw 
abore,  on  account  of  the  water  being  very  ihotTat  low  ebbfti 
We  disembarked  with  hi^  «^  ow  soldiers  clo«ie  to  tbe  toWO^ 
and  the  natives  reniRmberinff  their  former  success  ^jaitlitl  vnXf 
attacked  us  immediatdy  witti  much  military  parade.     fVom 
oOf  former  experience,  we  took  care  to  be  well  prepared  Oh 
this  occasion,  and  accordin^y  had  <mr  boats  armed  with  M^ 
conets  *.     Half  of  our  men  were  wounded  before  we  OoaM 
reach  the  diore:  But  having  formed  on  the  beach,  and  bdiiff 
reinforced   bv  a  second   disembarkation,  we  soon  defeated 
them,  on  which  they  fled  to  the  marshes ;  yet  we  lost  three 
of  our  men,  our  obtain  receiving  three  arrows,  and  having 
two  of  his  teeth  knocked  out.     On  entering  the  town  aSVet 
the  defeat  of  the  natives,  we  found  it  entirely  deserted,  die 
inhabitants  having  likewise  removed  all  their  effects.     Wif 
took  three  prisoners,  whom  we  endeavoured  to  reconcile  by 
kind  usage,  and  sent  them  with  u  message  to  bring  bacK 
their  countrymen  ;  but  they  never  returneof,  and  we  suspect- 
ed our  interpreters  of  dealing  treacherouslv  so  as  to  coun- 
teract our  wishes.     The  field  in  which  we  fought  with  these 
Indians  was  very  stony,  and  swarmed  prodigiously  with  io-- 
cusfs,  and  these  animals  sprung  up  in  such  numbers  during 
the  action,  striking  us  in  the  face,  that  we  hardly  knew  when 
to  raise  our  shields  in  our  defence,  or  whetlfier  it  was  locusts 
or  arrows  which  flew  about  us,  ihey  were  so  mixed  toge- 
ther. '' 
After  staying  four  days  in  Champolim,  •hh  jmirsuedour  voy- 
age to  what  appeared  the  entrance  of  a  large  fivfr  $  but  Ala- 
minos  insisted  that  it  was  the  termination  of  a  large  island, 
on  which  account  Uiis  inlet  was  called  Boca  de  Terminos.  Gri- 
jalva  went  on  shore  with  several  officers  and  a  party  of  sol- 
diers, to  exannine  the  bay  and  the  adjacent  country,  where 
they  found  several  temples  containing  idols  of  clay  and  wood, 
some  like  w(Hnen,  and  others  like  serpents.     As  the  country 
was  quite  uninhabited,  and  we  found  many  horns  of  deer  at 
the  templM,  it  was  conciudted  they  had  been  built  for  the  ao 
oMnmooation  of  hunters,  when  th^  freouented  this  part  of 
the  country,  which  abounded  in  deer  and  rabbits.     We  kil- 
led ten  of  the  former,  and  many  rabbits,  by  means  of  a  dog 

we 
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s  These  were  probably  swirel  guns  mounted  oa  die  bows  of  their  boats. 
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v»  hmi  with  m,  whith  we  left  Mdaaid  ut  liy  aeddeni  wlun  liN» 
rombaticod )  but  we  found  kim  afterwards  oA  the  ihotie,"Ait 
fuid  tlmkt  when  we  returned  on  the  expedition  with  '^S<JHrte|r. 
CSontimung  alon^the  coast  to  the  westwards  Mm  Baea  ile 
Terminos,  we  arrived  in  three  days  at  anothn*  inlet  ealled  Ubii 
river  of  Tabaseot  from  a  cacique  in  the  neighbourhood^ -but 
which  we  named  Rio  de  Grijaiva,  in  honour  of  onr  ciq^toin. 
Finding  this  inlet  shallow,  we  entered  with'  the  vessels  of 
lightest  draught  of  water,  in  which  and  our  boats  we  einbarlB> 
ea  our  whole  force ;  as  from  seeing  numbers  of  arrtied  IiH^ 
dians  in  canoes,  w  ^  concluded  there  was  a  populous  to^m  Ail' 
district  hard  by,  especially  as  we  found  nets  with  fish  in  th^ 
track  by  which  we  entered.    On  approaching  the' shore,'  we 
heard  the  noise  of  telling  trees,  which  we  concluded  to  be  pre> 
parationa  for  defence,  and  we  learnt  afterwards  that  the  natives 
were  acquainted  with  our  transactions  at  Pontonchanif   We 
landed  at  a  point  about  half  a  feogue  from  the  town,  close  by  a 
grove  (tf  palm  trees,  to  which  place  the  natives  •adva.need'  a^ 
gainst' us  in  manial  order  hv  about  fifty  canoed,  all  painted  and 
prepared  for  battle.      We  fortunately  addressed-  them  by' 
Qxeaiisiof  our  interpreters,  declaring  that  our  intent^s  vrtlte 
padfic,^  and  invited  their  chiefeto  a  confer<moe.    On  this  t^ 
bout  diirty  Indiana  landed,  who  were  presented  with  beads 
of  coloured  glass,  and  our  captain  made  the  interf^eterd  ex- 
plain.  to  ihem,  that  we  came  from  a  distant  country^  being 
the  servants  of  a  great  prince,  to  whom  he  advis(;d  them  to 
become  subjects,  and  besides,  that'  he  expected  they  would 
give  US  a  supply  of  provisions  in  return  for  our  beads.    Two 
uiese  men,  one  a  priest  and  another  a  chief,  made  answer 
that  they  would  wiUingly  barter  with  us  and  give  us  provi- 
sions, but  that  they  had  a  sovereign  of  their  own^  and  advis- 
ed us  not  to  repeat  the  unseasonable  demand  of  submission 
to  our  prince,  lest  they  should  attack  us  as  had  been  done  at 
Pontonchan,  having  two  xiquipils  of  warriors  of  8000  nlien 
each:  Yet,  though  confident  in  their  superior  force,  they 
had  come  to  treat  with  us  amicably,  and  would  report'  our 
proposal  to  their  chiefs,  after  which  they  would  bring  their 
decision,  and  inform  us  whether  it  was  to  be  peace  or  war 
between  us.    Qrijalva  embraced  them  in  tokoi  of  peace,  and 
gave  diem  several  strings  of  beads,  recjuesting  them  to  luring 
a  speedy  answer j  which;  they  promised,  and  soon  did,  assur- 
ing ua  in  name  of  their  chiefs,  of  peace  and  concord ;  in  to- 
ken of  which  thirty  Indians  came  soon  afterwards,  loaded  with 
J  broiled 
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briHlad  fitht  icmh,  fruiL,  bread  made  of  bmuw,  and 
with  ]k^tf><i  coak  to  fumigate  ua  with  certain  perfumes. 
Thegr  to^'^'  i  read  a  mat  oa  the  grouodt  whidi  the|r  covered 
with  a  luttmle,  on  which  tli^  laid  some  golden  toj»  wade  in 
fotrm  of  birds  and  lizards,  and  three  strings  of  oold  beads, 
desirinff  us  to  accept  these  presents  in  a  friandly  manner, 
being  m1  the  gold  they  could  collect,  which  did  not  exceed 
the  value  of  800  crowns.  They  added  tliat  there  was  abun- 
dance of  gold  to  be  had  farther  we^t,  repealing  several  times 
Mexico  aim  Culuoy  words  which  we  did  not  then  understand. 
We  were  well  satisfied  with  this  proof  that  the  country  pro- 
duced gold ;  and  we  hastened  to  quit  our  present  anclionige, 
as  a  gue  from  the  north  was  likely  to  hi^pen,  and  might 
have  proved  fatal  to  the  expedition. 

Two  days  sail  from  Tabasco,  we  arrived  opposite  to  a 
town  called  Aguayalucc,  which  we  named  la  Bambla,  where 
we  observed  many  of  the  inhabitants  armed  with  shields  of 
tortpise'shell,  which  the  sbldiers  bdieved  to  have  been  gold, 
frcMn  being  polished  and  shininff  in  the  sun.  We  cane  next 
to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Farole,  which  we  named  St  Anto- 
1»ft^>  When^  we  continued  our  course  by  the  mouth  of  the 
great  river  Coatmemlco,  observing  a  distant  range  of  high 
mountains  covered  with  perpetual  snow,  and  others  nearer 
the  sea,  which  we  named  the  ridge  of  Sk  Martin,  as  being 
first  noticed  by  a  soldier  of  that  name.  At  this  time  Alva- 
rado  discovered  a  river  caUed  Papaloapan  by  the  natives, 
which  was  afterwards  called  the  river  of  Alvarado,  into 
which  he  entered,  and  procured  some  fish  from  the  inhaln- 
tMits  of  a  town  named  Tlacotalpan.  Grijalva  was  much  offend- 
ed by  the  conduct  of  Alvarado  on  this  occasion,  as  we  had 
to  wait  three  days  for  his  return  j  and  gave  pointed  orders 
that  no  ship  should  separate  in  future  from  the  squadron 
without  orders,  lest  any  unforeseoi  misfortune  should  happen 
that  could  not  be  remedied  by  assistance  firom  the  rest.  From 
thence,  after  the  retura  of  Alvarado,  we  proceeded  to  a  river 
whidi  we  named  FanderaSf  because  some  white  banners  were 
waved  by  a  number  of  Indians  on  the  shore,  as  a  signal  of 
invitation  for  us  to  land. 

It  is  now  universally  known  that  the  city  of  Mexico  is  as 
large  as  Venice,  and  is  built  in  like  manner  in  the  water,  and 
also  that  it  is  the  ci^ital  of  a  large  empire,  containing  manv 
extensive  provinces,  then  ruled  over  by  a  powerful  monarch 
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named  MchtBMiww^  whose  thirst  for  conqnMt  hid  him  to 
extend  the  boundiTies  of  the  «nipirs  in  everjr  dircctioii. 
Having  received  inteliigenoe  of  our  first  appearance  on  this 
coast  nndar  Cotdova,  and  of  the  battle  at  ChampoUm  .•  that 
our  force  was  very  smaU,c||td  Ibat  our  object  was  to  procure 
gold  in  exchange  for  Bjlpics  whidi  we  hosu  along  with  us,  all 
of  which  drcuQistanolirfliMl  been  fiiithfiilly  coiodniunicated  to 
him  by  means  of  paintings  transmitted  to  hi :  ,  ;  idence  by 
presses;  he  issued  orders,  on  recaving  r-xiv  our  i»* 
i  arrival  on  his  coast,  to  procure  our  r-  c^ir)  «rl«^'i*  beads 
,nge  for  gold,  as  they  set  great  vaiv.e  o\  v^s.m  bailb* 
I  knowing  they  were  artificial ;  and  he  iikcwisie  di^* 
ills  officers  to  make  minute  inquiries  as  to  our  jsersoris 
una  iitentions.  We  have -likewise  been  told  that  he  was 
greatly  influenced  in  r^rd  to  us,  by  an  old  tradition  or  pro- 
phesy, by  which  it  Was  said  that  men  were  to  come  from  the 
rising  sun  who  were  to  acquire  the  dominion  of  his  country. 
It  was  in  compliance  with  these  orders,  that  the  officers  of 
Montezuma  were  now  on  the  coast,  and  had  made  signs  in- 
viting us  td  come  on  shore.  Induced  by  the  signals,  Grijal- 
va  sent  a  party  to  land,  under  the  charge  of  Montejo,  the 
weather  being  unusually  favourable  for  the  purpose.  On 
landing,  we  found  the  governor  of  the  province  attended  by 
many  natives,  having  with  them  a  quantity  of  provikicuis, 
such  as  fowls,  bread,  pines,  sqiotes,  and  other  fruit.  They 
were  reclining  on  mats  under  the  shade  of  some  trees,  and 
mode  signs  for  us  to  sit  down  by  them,  and  as  on  former  oc- 
casions, perfumed  us  with  fragrant  gums.  On  this  occasion 
our  whole  intercourse  was  by  signs,  as  our  interpreters  from 
Cotoche  in  Yucutan,  did  not  understand  the  Mexican  lan- 
guage. Our  friendly  reception  being  reported  to  Grijalva» 
he  immediately  landed  with  all  the  rest  of  the  sddiers,  and 
on  his  rank  being  made  known  to  the  Indians,  he  was  treat* 
ed  with  extraordinary  respect,  which  he  returned  with  much 
politeness,  ordering  beads  and  cut  glass  to  be  distributed  a- 
mong  them,  and  expressing  a  desire  to  obtain  gold  in  return. 
On  this  occasion  he  procured  goU  in  various  articles  of 
workmanship,  to  the  value  of  15,000  crowns.  On  this  oc- 
casion, also,  he  mode  a  formal  act  of  possession  of  these  ter- 
ritories for  his  majesty,  under  the  governor  of  Cuba ;  and, 
^  !VOL.  III.  F  f  having 

3  .According  to  iClavigero,  I.  240,  the  proper  name  of  this  Mocicsn 

ijoversign  was  Moteuczoma.— E.        '  . ,  . 
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ba?ipgr4iitatibiited  tome  European  diirto  imoBgtke  pnud' 
pal  luiknwt  we  all  jreturaed  on  board.  We  were  accompa- 
nied b^  one  of  Uie  nodTes,  i«ho  was  baptized  by  tbe  name  of 
EVmscmoo^  wbrnn  I  saw  Mtded  and  married  at  the  town  of 
Santii  Fe«'  after  the  conQuctt  of  Mexico. 

i  AflMrieraaining  six  days  at  this  place,  we  proceeded  al<»^ 
the  iooaat,  pasung  a  low  island  about.three  leagues  from  l^e 
mpin  wliidi  we  named  Ida  blanca,  or  the  White  Island.  A** 
boot  a  league  and  a  half  farther  on,  we  came  to  a  lar^ 
idand,  yrhete  Or^alva  landed  with  a  putv  of  soldiers.  On 
thk  iaiaBd  tbece  were  two  well  constructed  buildings  of  stone 
and  Ikut,  having  each  steps  to  ascend  to  the  top,  on  each  of 
which  there  wa?  an  altar  placed  before  certain  hideous  idoUu 
where  were  also  the  bodies  of  five  miserable  persons  who  had 
been  saorifioed  the  nisht  before,  having  their  hearts  cut  out,- 
tiicir-  Umbs  separated  from  their  bodies,  and  thdr  hloud 
iprinkled  on  tro  walls  and  aitai's.  We  named  this  Isla  de  log 
Saerifcios,  or  Sacrifice  Uand.  We  landed  on  the  coast  op- 
poaite  to  thu  island,  where  we  built  huts  for  mirsdvett  and 
remained  for  some  days,  expecting  the  natives  to  trade  with 
us'for  gold.  Many  of  diem  came  to  visit  us,  but  tbey  brought 
very  little  of  that  metal,  and  seemed  very  shy  and  timid,  on 
which  account  we  reimbarked  and  continued  our  voyage. 

.  When  we  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  coast  which  is  opposite 
the  island  of  SU  Juan  de  Ulua,  where  Fera  Cfuz  now  staitds, 
we  lodged  ourselves  in  huts  on  the  sand  hills,  havim;  disco^ 
vered  good  anchorage  (it  this  place,  defended  from  the  nortU 
winds.  Orijalva,  with  about  thirtyof  us,  went  over  to  oca- 
mine  the  island,  whore  we  found  a  temple  containing  a  large 
and  Indeous  image  of  a  god  called  Tezcatepuca  \  We  found 
at  this  place  four  Indian  priests  in  long  black  mantles,  like 
Dominicans,  who  had  that  day  sacrificed  two  boys,  oflkring 
up  tbeir  hearts  to  that  accursed  idoL  They  offered  to  per*' 
fume  us  with  their  inoense  pots,  but  we  were  completely  dis^* 

Sisted  at  the  horrible  cruelty  of  their  sacrifices,  and  rqeote^ 
eir  proferred  compliment  with  horror.  Our  interpreter, 
who  stjMned  a  person  of  intelligence,  being  questionedf  as  to 
the  rMloa  of  immolating  these  human  victims,  said  that  it 
wai  done  by  order  <^  the  Indians  of  Qdva  or  Cukkua  '»  by 

which 


4  Named  Tncatlipoca  by  Oavigero,  and  said  to  be  the  gpd  of  providence, 
tbe  soul  of  the  world,  and  the  creator  of  all  tfaing*-~S. 

s'  By  Clavigero  called  AtoUmatths  name  given  by  all  the  diataat  inhabi* 
tanti  ot  the  empire  to  the  people  of  the  Vale  ofMexicO)  or  Aiuhusc>~£. 
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which  he  meuit  the  Mexic«ns.  At  he  mimOliuMMd  the  word 
Vbia,  we  named  the  idand  St  Jwm  tk  Uktat  which  it  itil| 
beMs;  partly  in  oompiiihent  to  Joan  de  Or^rtra,  and  pardjf 
because  this  happened  to  be  St  John's  Dav.  We  remained; 
seven  da^  at  this  place,  terribly  distvessed  by  mosquitp^  dw- 
rimr  which  time  we  procured  an  inooiuBerable  ^uintity  of 
gold  from  the  natives.  Being  now  quite  satisfira  that  the 
bnd  we  were  <m  was  part  of  the  oontinoit,  our  wounded  men 
declining  in  their  h«dth,  our  number  bdng  too  smi^  for  at- 
tempting to  eitablish  a  colony,  and  our  bread  growii^  bad  y 
it  was  determined  to  send  Alvarado  to  Cuba  for  a  reinforce* 
ment,  as  Grijalva  was  exceedingly  desirous  c^niaking  a  seto 
dement  on  the  coast,  always  shewing  himseUTa  most  va^fc 
officer,  quite  contrary  to  iHiat  might  bfrsuiqpos^  from  the 
aqMruons  thrown  upon  his  chamcter  and  ^Klidact  bv  Goi^ 
mara.  In  oontequmce  of  this  d^ehnination,  Alvarado  wat- 
sent  to  Cuba  with  an  account  of  all  oiir  proceedings,  and  in 
rhe  mean  time  We  detiermined  to  extend  our  discoveries  asiar. 
as  possible. 

From  the  tin^e  that  our  expedition  left  Cuba,  VetasoueaE 
was  always  exceeding  anxious  about  our  success,  and  at 
length  became  so  uneasy  that  he  sent  a  vessel  in  search  of  us» 
commanded  bv  a  gallant  officer  named  Christopher  de  Oli  i 
who,  after  saihng  for  some  time  in  our  tracks  had  his  ship  so 
much  injured  in  a  storm,  that  he  was  under  the  tteeeMi^  of 
returning  to  Cuba  without  being  able  to  pro^re  any  intelli- 
gence  respecting  us.  This  disamraintment  added  greatly  to 
the  anxiety  of  Velasquez,  from  which  he  was  relieved  by  the 
arrival  of  Alvarado.  The  dispUy  of  gold  wludi  he  produced 
astonished  the  govemoi|r  and  aU  who  saw  itj  and  Alvarado 
was  feasted  and  honoured  above  measurej  as  the  bearer 
of  such  agreeable  tidings.  The  fame  of  the  new  and 
wealthy  country  which  wo  had  discovered  was  soon  spread 
abroad  and  blazoned  among  the  islands,  and  even  reached  tq 
Castile.  . 

*  After  the  departure  of  Alvarado,  we  continued  our  pro- 
gress of  discovery  along  the  coast,  and  passins  the  mountains 
of  Tusta  and  Tuspa,  we  approached  the  provmce  of  Fanuco, 
which  is  foU  of  populous  towns  three  or  four  leagues  from 
the  coast.  Farther  on,  we  arrived  at  tiid  River  m  Canoes, 
so  named  from  the  following  incident.  While  at  anchor  off 
its  mouth,  t6n  canoes  full  of  Indians  made  a  sudden  attack  on 
smallmt  ship,  which  Alon^  de  Avila  commanded,  and 
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ittt  iM^  (jibte  for  die  >iti^0M  of  caning  liMrofi;  altlknuib 
ibfii^M^Xb  M  thM  Mp  mMd  *  very  m^laat  Mmw.  But  m 
iii^miitg  iMiUiMie  Irotai  the  tDtbel*  sHpi,  tbt  ehetoy  was  beet 
<iff  #hik  «6ii«iferalile  loifc  H  ProteedinK  fiurtbCT 
.ilMft' entile  M' ft  veiyboM  atp««  which  omt,  pilot  believed  we 
ifitit'  titUlble^  WMlher*  onactnunt  of  a  violent  aiN«i*sc  cur* 
rent.  It  vttm  ^en  determiticd  in  a  council  of  the  officfera  to 
1^^^  tj(>  the  ialand  of  Cuba,  tho%h  Grijalva  cernttt)^  w{ih» 
e$dl  to  Initve  ^rtMMiihed  acotony  in  «otne  bligible  tituuitbh  of 
tfa^  eoiyi  iK^l^i  we  had  eitplored^  But  ih  U)is  propota]  he 
i»ai  ^op|ifOMd  by  the  miyoiity,  on  account  of  the  bfeneaiof 
the  seaHOnit  'Mie  teareity  of  provisions^  and  the  bialddiipa  we 
hkd-  alrdidv  tindawonei  We  thevefisre  began  our  voyatfb 
bSbk  to  CwMt  in  wmch  «re  made  rapid  progress,  as  we  wOTe 
mttch  Assisted  by  the  current;  biit  had  to  stop  at  4ie  river 
Thn/uddi  on  purpose  to  repair  one  of  our  shipa,  which  struck 
tte  ground  tlttiM  tiinet  in  goins  over  the  bar  at  the  tiooth  of 
thit  tfter.  While  We  remained  here*  the  natives  came  to  u^ 
in  a  very  friendly  manner,  bringing  bread,  fish,  and  fruity 
ibr  whim  we  gave  them  beads  and  cut  glass.  On  our  d^re 
ofpt^uriug  gild  being  ihade  known  in  the  neighbburing 
eotintry^  the  inhabitants  of  Qtiaeacualco  and  other  places 
br^riift  bsidl  they  had. 

The  fodians  in  this  part  of  the  country  were  all  in  use  to 
car^jr  sniaD  hatthets  of  very  bright  copper,  with  highly  paihted 
handles;  intended  lioi  h  for  ornament  and  defence.  Thf  ;ae 
Were  mistaken  by  us  fjr  gold,  and  we  were  consequently  e» 
to  pUlnchase  them,  vj  that  in  the  course  of  three  days  we  ;.' 
eur^  about  six  hundred  of  them  in  cxchai^  for  greien  bencjs. 
One  lif  oui*  seamen  having  procured  seven  of  theie,  thought 
.he  had  made  his  fortune.  While  at  this  place,  a  solole)- 
iiaMied  Bhrthi^isew  Pardo,  happened  to  co  info  a  tenlple  on 
the  top  of  a  hill,  where  he  foiind  in  a  chest  some  coronets 
and  coUatk'of  goldt  along  with  two  idolfc  .He  secret^  the 
gold  for  his  own  use,  but  gave  the  idols  to  Grijalva ;  who  a& 
t^^aid»  fearnt  the  circuaistanoes  of  the  gold,  whiioh  hd  or- 
dered Pardo  to  Burrelidcr,  but  gave  it  bode  to  the  poor 
mtui,  oi^ljr  reserving  the  fiiUi  for  the  IdnsN  the  whole  not  ejc-. 
ceedirig  the  value  of  eighty  crowns.  Being  iliuch  infested 
with  nrosquitos)  I  Used  to  sleep  while  hele  in  a  temple  to 
4votd  thesfi  intol^able  insects,  near  whi^  I  sowed  seven  or 
i^bt  seeds  of  oranges  which  I  had  broi^ht  firoiti  Cuba. 
•Iwese  happened  to  grow,  and  bcii^  noticed  as  uncommon 
-'«-  3  plants 
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Elants  bv  the  |>rieits  of  this  temple,  they  took  dare  of  than^ 
eing  the  first  that  >ever  grew  in  New  Spain.  As  after  the 
conquest)  this  province  was  undfntodd  to  offer  great  advan- 
taffes  for  settlements,  many  of  the  principal  conqu«ron  chose 
it  tor  their  residenoe.  I  waa  one  <^  t^e  number  i  andoo  on 
arrival,  I  went  in  search  of  th(t  [^roduee  of  |ny  seeds,  and 
finding  the  young  orange  trees  in  ai  flourishing  state,  I  bad 
them  transplants*  and  thegr  throve  anuudnghr  well.  After 
our  ship  was  rcoaired,  we  set  saS  for  Cuba,  leavu^g  the  uativQi 
very  wdl  satisfied  with  our  behaviour,  and  furnv^d  sa£^  *J| 
ferty-five  days.  Velaaque^  was  much  pleased  witb  the  goU^ 
which  amoonted  to  the  value  of  20,000  crowns  t  but  we  werf 
much  laughed  at  on  predudng  our  sU  hundred  copper  a«es 
to  be.  assayed.  On  the  whde,  Veiasques  was  wdl  satined 
with  the  conduct  of  this  eniedition  i  though  h^appeiavd  at 
first  displeased  with  Grijajva,  owiiut  to  the  unjust  aqienions 
which  were  thrown  upon  Mm  by  AvMa  and  Montgo. 

After  receiving  a  full  account  ef  our  visage,  Velaaquec 
sent  over  his  «;h^lain,  BeBif)  Martinez,  to  mwe  a  repoft  of 
these  discoveries  to  the  court  of  Spain,  with  letters  for  Fqn* 
seca  bishop  of  Burgos  his  patron,  and  to  the  licentiate  Juan 
lajpaiAf  and  the  secretary  Lq)e  ConchilloB,  both  of  whom 
were  empbyed  in  ccmductin^  the  a£&irs  of  the  West  lodias* 
Velasquea  had  secured  a  powerful  interest  with  all  these  three, 
by  assigning  them  rich  districts  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  thu» 
forwarding  his  own  advantage  at  the  eiqpenceof  thecrown. 
Martinez  was  instructed  to  smicit  a  commission,  authorizing 
Velasquez  to  procure  gold  from  the  new  discovered  country, 
or  to  make  conquests  and  settlements,  as  he  might  see  fit  { 
and  in  this  he  so  cffectuallv  succeeded,  that  he  brou^t 
back  a  commission  for  Velasquez  as  adelatUado  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  so  well  pleased  was  the  court  with  hiscon> 
duct  in  r^(ard  to  the  discoveries,  and  the  proofs  which  he 
had  transmitted  of  the  wealth  of  those  countries  which  he  had 
discovered. 
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Section  III. 

Commeneemeht  (tf  the  ExpeditioH  ofHermmdo  Cortetfar  Ike 
CrniquettofMesko^  in  1518. 

Anxious  to  proMCute  the  adnuiUigw  derivable  fram  die 
diaoDveriei  made  by  OrijaIya«  Velaa^ez  med  the  utmoit 
etRnrts  in  pi^idlnff  a  new  and  more  powerful  annament. 
For  this  punoae,  lie  collected  ten  ships  at  the  port  of  St 
Jago,  four  ot  which  had  been  on  the  former  expedition,  aAd 
•uppUed  Uiem  with  siich  proviiions  as  could  he  procarod  in 
that  place*  intending  to  complete  their  equipment  at  the 
Havanna.  Velasquez  was  greatly  at  a  loss  in  his  choice  of  a 
omninander  for  the  new  expedition,  and  several  were  recom* 
mended  to  him  for  this  purpose.  Among  these  was  Vasco 
Frocalla,  a  gentleman  of  hi^  rank,  and  rehited  to  the  Conde 
de  Feria ;  but  the  governor  was  afraid  to  trust  a  pelrson  of  his 
bold  diaracteri  lest  he  might  revolt,  as  had  been  already  done 
by  several  dependent  leaders  of  expeditions.  In  this  state  of 
uncertainty,  several  relations  of  the  governor  were  talked  of  as 
candidates  for  the  oflice,  such  as  Augustin  Vermudez,  An- 
tonio Vehuquez  Borrego,  and  Bernardino  Velasquez,  but  of 
their  chances,  or  the  reasons  of  their  rejection,  we  were  liot 
informed.  All  the  soldiers,  however,  wiere  disposed  to  have 
Or^alva  for  their  chief.  AVhile  matters  were  in  this  state  of 
uncertainty,  Andres  de  Duero,  who  was  secretary  to  the  go- 
vernor, and  Amador  de  Lares,  the  royal  contador  in  Cuba, 
entered  into  a  private  agreement  with  Hernando  Cortes  to 
recommend  him  to  Velasquez  for  the  command  of  the  in- 
tended expedition.  Cortes  was  a  respectable  gentleman  of 
good  birth,  a  native  of  Medelin  in  Estremadura,  the  son  of 
Martin  Cortes  de  Monroy,  by  Catalina  Pizarro  de  Altami- 
rano,  who  were  both  hidalgos  of  the  best  families  in  the  pro- 
vince, thouffh  poor,  and  had  acquired  a  considerable  property 
in  the  island  of  Cuba,  where  he  had  boen  twice  raised  to  the 
office  of  alcalde.  He  had  lately  married  Donna  Catalina 
Suarez  de  Pacheco,  the  daughter  of  Diego  Suares  de  Pache- 
co  of  Merida,  bv  Maria  de  Mercaida  of  Biscay ;  through 
which  marriaffe  ne  had  experienced  much  trouble,  having 
been  frequently  confined  by  order  of  Velasquez.  The  two 
officers  before  mentioned,  who  enjoyed  the  intimate  confi- 
dence. 
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deboe  of  the  governor,  made  aa  agreeinentwith  Qurtes  ta 
procure  the  •ppfMOtment  for  him,  for  which  they  were  to  rt> 
cdve  an  equal  diviiioii  of  the  treasure  procured  from  the 
expedition  out  of  hie  «hare,  aa  the  oommudmi  was  intended 
to  extend  Ao  fiurther  than  the  procurement  of  ^^  by  barter, 
witliout  any  power  of  settlemoit  or  coloniiation.  For  this 
purpose  they  took  ever^  opportunity  of  jpraising  Cortes 
to  Vdasques,  and  Touching  vx  his  ndeli^,  so  dial  the^  at 
Jensth  succeeded  in  procuring  the  appomtmeftt  for  htmi 
ana  as  it  belonged  to  tne  secretary  to  draw  it  out  in  due  forrn^ 
we  may  be  sure  that  its  conditions  were  sufficiently  fovonrw 
«bW 

On  this  appfuntmenl  being  communicated  to  the  puUie,  it 
fpwe  satisfaction  to  some,  but  gresitly  displeased  others,  who 
used  every  endeavour  to  communicate  their  dissatis&ction  to 
the  governor,  purticularly  by  the  following  device:  When 
•  the  ffovemor  was  going  on  a  Sunday  to  mass,  accompanied 
by  the  most  respectable  people  of  the  town  and  Aeig^boui^ 
,hood,,he  placed  Cortes  on  his  rifht  hand,  on  purpose  to 
shew  respect  to  the  person  he  had  chosen  for  an  expedition 
of  such  high  importance.  There  was  at  this  time  one-Cer- 
.vantes  at  St  Jago,  a  kind  of  buffoon,  generally  called  mod 
Cervantes,  who  used  to  assume  great  lUier^  «£  speech  under 
pretence  of  idiocy.  This  man  ran  beforo  thegoveivoraU 
the  road  to  church,  shouting  out  many  absur^ties,  sayinff 
amooff  others,  *<  Huzza  for  my  master  Don  Die^,  who  will 
soon  fose  his  fleet,  and  huzza  for  his  new  captain  i"  besides 
many  similar  expressions,  all  having  a  tendency  to  awaken 
suspicion  in  Vehuquez.  Andrew  dc  Duero,  who  was  present, 
beat  him  and  ordered  him  to  be  silent,  but  he  persisted  so 
much  the  more,  saying,  **  1  will  dismiss  my  old  master,  and 
follow  the  fortune  of  Q>rtes."  This  man  was  certainly  hired 
by  the  relations  of  Velasquez,  who  wished  the  appomtment 
for  some  of  themselves,  that  they  might  instil  jeMoonr  into 
.the  mind  of  the|;ovemor,  but  all  to  no  purpose  {  yet  aU  that 
was  now  uttered  under  the  semblance  of  tolly,  turned  out 
true  4n  the  end. 

Immediately  on  receiving  his  commission,  Cortes  used  the 
utmost  activity  in  preparing  for  the  expedition ;  and  though 
'already  much  embarrassed  with  debts,  through  his  own  ex- 
trava^mce  and  the  expensive  dress  and  establislmient  of  Ms 
wite,!lie  procured  the  advance  of  4000  crowns  in  money  and 
as  much  in  goods,  on  the  security  of  his  estate,  from  Jenmy- 
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«M>  TM»  and  JPedro  dt  Xefes,  two  mcrchairts,  tilK» 
«1  Yaok  tm<  rinnff  in  th«  world,  and  •  &vourite  «f  feit«n«. 
Ub  BOW.  drenod  and  tppsared  in  greater  state  Uum  lionneriy, 
^nariaff  a  phima  of  feathers  and  a  goM  anedal  in  hia  oMk^  and 
«MM8d  a^  stHidard  of  velvet  embroidered  with  gold  before  hb 
Immim,  embellished  with  the  royal  arms  and  a  crosa,  and  wldi 
a  Latin  motto  to  this  effect:  «*  Brotkerh  JoUm  the  rrait  «ti 
Jakk  I  f»%mderitiguidmnceyKe  thaU  conquer*'  '< 

Thongh  Benito  Martinez  had  not  yet  returned  (rom'C*** 
lile  with  the  royAl  coinmis8ion»  it  was  prodaimed  by  sound 
<rf'munpet  and  beat  of  drum)  that  all  who  entered  Ibr  the 
present  expedition  should  have   tlieir  share  in  what  gcM 
mig^  be jprooHrcdf  and  should  have  ample  grants  of  land  as 
•oon  419  this  intended  conquest  was  effected.    In  consequence 
of  these  pmnises,  and  by  the  influence  of  Cortes,  volunteers 
ouiddy  oftred  themselves  from  every  quarter.     So  great  was 
■tmoithusiasm  to  engage  in  the  expedition,  that  pei^ple  were 
emrjwbere  eager  to  sdl  their  laqds  to  enable  them  to  pur- 
tchase  horses  and  arms.    In  every  quarter  pet^le  were  seen 
.  busy  in  prepar^  quilted-cotton  armour,  mddng  bread,  and 
•salnuff  pork  fo<^  sea  stores.    Above  SOO  volunteers  assembled 
iat  St  Jago,' among  wIkmu  I  was,  and  several  of  the  principal 
persona  bcbngicg  to  the  family  of  the  governor  entered  into 
our  fratcmi^  i  among  these  were  Diego  de  Ordas,  his  first 
migor  domo,  who  was  employed  as  a  spy  on  the  actions  of 
Cortes,  of  wh<»n   Velasquez  ahreedy  entertained  jealousy. 
The  odier  companions  of  our  expedition  from  the  houselMMd 
<tf  the  governor  wereF.de  Morla,  Euobar,  Heredia,  Ruano, 
fisenderb,  and  Ramos  de  Lares,  besides  many  other  adherents 
of  Ihe  governor. 

Knowing  that  Cortes  was  much  dissatisfied  with  Velasquez 
xta  account  of  certain  circumstances  respecting  his  marriage, 
and<  greatly  envying  his  good  fortune  in  being  chosen  to  com- 
mand the  expedition,  the  rdations  of  Velasquez  continued  to 
•ODert  their  utmost  efibrts  to  get  the  commission  revoked. 
But  Cortes,  who  was  well  aware  of  all  their  practices,  conti- 
nued carefully  to  make  his  court  to  the  governor,  appearinff 
entirety  devoted  to  his  service.  He  was  likewise  informed 
by  Duero  that  the  governor  began  to  hesitate  respecting  his 
appointment,  owing  to  the  importunate  representations  of  his 
relauons,  and  was  advised  to  exett  every  posMble  exertion  in 
con^leting  his  preparations.  He  left  in  dmrge  therefore, 
tho  oare  of  providing  many  things  that  were  necessary  for 
'    .  the 
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lition,  to  hk  lady,  with  diMetioiu  to  have  thdm  fti»- 
i«  and  havuig  sonHiioocd  all  the.eaptAilM>  mastei%  pi*- 
lotsi  and  loldicn  to  embark,  be  went  to  tidM  hit  leave  <^'  tbo 
governor,  acoompanied  fay  hit  friendi  Doero.  and  hmctB. 
After  a  long  coandential  confereDce,  the  govo'nor  and  gene- 
nl  parted  with  modi  politeneM,  and  Uie  strongest  aMurancM 
of  motnal  friendship.    Nekt  morning  the  governor  a«ooBfi» 
panied  him  to  his  ship,  and  we  set  sail  inumdiately  for  TVi» 
aidadt  where  ^"^  arrived  in  a  few  daye.    This  place  was  at 
that  time  inhabited  by  several  opulent  and  respectiddc  gentle 
men,  who  received  us  all  with  much  hoqiitality,  bat>  were 
particularly  attentive  to  our  genend.     He  planted  the  royal 
•standard  in  front  of  his  ouarters  at  this  town,  and  made  ft 
proclamation,  inviting  volunteers  to  join  the  expedition,  in 
conse(|nence  of  which,  several  wealthy  persons  of  reqwetidJe 
families  now  joined,  among  whom  were  the  Alvarados  and 
Alonao  de  Avila.     We  were  here  joined  also  by  Alonao  Her- 
nandes  de  Portocarrero^  cousin  to  the  Conde  do  Medelin, 
Juan  Velasques  de  Le<Mi,  a  relation  to  the  governor*  -Rodri* 
oo  Rangel,  Oonzalo  Lopes  lie  Ximcna,  and  his  brother  Juan 
-Lopes.    These  geatlemen  joined  us  in  a  body,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  a  discharge  of  artillery,  and  every  mark  of  joy  and 
reqpect^  as  due  to  their  rank  and  respectability.     We  pro> 
cuned  a  supply  of  provisions  from  the  estates  of  these  volun* 
.teers,  and  the  number  of  our  companions  increased  daily, 
but  horses  were  scarce  and  dear.     Gortea  sold  some  of  his 

fjMen  ornaments  to  enable  him  to  buy  a  horse  for  his  friend 
brtocarrero,  who  had  not  the  means  of  procuring  one  for 
himself.    About  this  time  likewise  Juan  Sedeno  arrived  from 
<  Santi  Spiritus  with  a  cargo  of  provi»ions,  and  Cortes  bought 
both  ship  and  cargo  upon  credit,  tbc  owner  enrolling  himsdf 
for  the  expedition. 

The  relations  of  Velasquez  still  continued  to  use  their  influx 
ence  to  make  him  jealous  of  Ck>rtes,  and  to  supersede  hito  in 
the  cmnmand,  even  employing  one  Juan  Millan,  an  astrologer 
who  was  reputed  mad,  to  represent  that  Cortes  would  assu#» 
edly  endeavour  to  be  revenged  for  having  been  imprisoned 
h^  the  governor,  lliey  represented  his  sudden  d^arture 
from  St  Jago,  as  an  indication  of  evil  designs,  and  even  bt- 
gan  to  suspeet  the  secret  association  with  tiie  secretary  and 
contador.  Velasquez  was  at  lost  won  over  by  these  repeated 
importunities,  and  seat  two  confidential  persons  to  his  bro- 
ther-in-law, Francisco  Verdugo,  who  was  alcalde  major  of 
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TVlHlilacI,  directing  him  to  deprive  Oottm  of  the  oonmiaiid 
of  the  fleet  and  annytMVaseoPiwcaliowMi^ipohited  hi  his 
piece  {  and  he  sent  oiden  to  the  pame  purpoee  to  IMego  de 
Ordas,  FVandMo  de  Mork,  and  hht  otb«r  relationa  and  covr 
Mints.-  But  Cmteek  who  waa  secretly  informed  of  all  these 
ywHieediny  tnr  hb  friends  Duwo  and  iiares,  iexerted  himself 
•«o  efliectniuh  by  promistfi  and  oUieni^  as  to  bringover  all 
-<Hi  whom  Vdasqucs  relied  to  hu  own  interestt  and  Diego  da 
Ordaa  enedaUr,  who  used  every  argument  with  Verdugo  to 
-dlkobey  the  ordem  of  the  irovemor,  representing  the  dinger 
which  would  *  e  from  usmg  videnoei  as  Cortes  possessed 
the  entire  cc  .denoe  of  the  troops.  Cortes  had  such  talents 
for  gaining;  fiiends,  that  he  even  prevailed  on  Pedro  Lasso 
to  enrol  himself  under  his  command,  though  one  of  the  mes- 
ecngers  who  carried  the  orders  of  Velaaquea.  Cortes  wrote 
to  we  governor  by  the  odier  messenger,  giving  the  strongest 
•ssnrnnoes  <^  his  fidelity  and  attachment,  and  earnestly  en- 
treatinff  him  not  to  listen  lb  the  ciriumnies  of  his  enemies,  or 
.  the  ridiculous  predictions  of  the  dd  fool  MiUan  the  aitrologerb 
During  twelve  days  that  we  remained  at  Trinidad,  every  ex- 
wrtion  was  made  in  preparing  for  our  departure ;  and  anumg 
others,  all  the  smitm  in  the  place  were  employefl  in  making 
-«rrow-heads  for  our  cross-bows,  and  Cortes  cn|(aged  them  aS 
■to  accompany  die  expedition.  Leaving  Trinidiul,  the  fleet 
was  ordered  to  sail  for  the  Hatanna  by  the  south  coarse, 
except  one  ship  under  -Juan  de  Eactdente.  which  was  sent  by 
the  northern  course.  Such  of  the  companions  as  chose,  were 
allowed  to  march  by  land  for  the  HaVanno,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Alvarado,  of  which  jsermission  I  and  fifty  more 
availed  ourselves,  having  to  pick  up  seventl  volunteers  who 
were  expected  to  join  nom  different  settlements  that  lay  on 
our  route.  Ail  the  ships  arrived  safe  at  the  Havanna,  exo^t 
that  in  which  Cortes  was  embarked,  and  we  who  marched 
by  land  were-  there  seven  days  before  We  could  learn  what 
liad  become  of  our  commander.  W(  were  afraid  his  ship 
had  been  lost  among  the  shonhof  ZiO«  Jardines,  and  it  was 
.  proposed  to  send  three  ships  in  search  of  him :  But  there  was 
flo  one  to  command,  and  factious  diqimtcs  arose  about  the 
choice  of  a  lieutouint  or  substitute  during  his  absence,  in 
which  intrigues  Die«>  de  Ordas  was  particulariy  busy.  At 
length  Cortes  arrivra,  his  ship  having  grounded  on  a  shoal, 
hat  fortunately  near  the  shore,  so  that  they  got  her  ofi*  by 
lightening  her  of  part  of  her  caigo. 
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-/  CoHm  took  hii  qnorten  at  the  Hotmuu  in  the  hooie  of 
Xeiiro  Jfefb«t  who  commamled  theie  for  Vel«quei,  cveotlng 
litt  itaadard,  and  beating  up  for  vohipteert.    He  was  here 
joined  by  Franciaoo  do  Montigo,  Dk^i^  de  Solo,  Angula, 
.Oarci  Caro,  Scbaitian  Rodriques,  Gutierrea,  Rtya*,  not  he 
conunoiify.caUfld  the  wealthy,  a  bid  niuned  S^mte  Clarat  two 
Jbrothen  nemed  Lot  Martincs  de  Frexenal,  and  Joan  de  Na- 
.jara*  not  the  deaf  man  of  the  tennia  court  in  Mexico.  Theie 
were  all  moi  of  quality,  beddet  whom  there  were  many  othen 
whose  names  I  do  not  now  remember.    Diego  de  Oraas  was 
jmAto  the  governors  estate  at  Guanigutoico,  to  procure  a 
.fiuther  sujppiy  of  bread  and  bacon,  and  to  wait  there  till  he 
received  hurtoer  orders,  on  purpose  to  keep  him  out  of  the 
^way,  as.  Cortes  kpew  he  had  uiewn  himself  advene  to  his  in- 
terest while  he.was  absent    The  artillery,  oonusting  of  ten 
■brass  fidd^icoes  and  four  fiUoanets,  were  brotight  on  shore 
to  inspect  and  complete  its  equipment,  and  pla<^  under  the 
charoe  of  four  gunners,  named  Meza,  ArlMnga^  Catalan, 
and  iLJsagre.    Tne  cross-boWs  were  ordered  to  be  inspected, 
all  their  cords,  nuts,  and  arrows  to  be  put  in  complete  oX' 
.  der,  and  the  nmge  of  each  to  be  ascertained  by  shooting  at  a 
ijBatch.     As  cotton  was  to  be  had  in  plenty  at  this  (dace,  the 
:  soldiers  provided  themselves  with  good  quilted  jackets.   Cor- 
tes now  assumed  great  state  in  his  dqoortment  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  his  nousehold,  appointing  a  steward,  diamber- 
.  lain,  and  major-domo.    He  orclereil  stalls  and  mangers  to  be 
fitted  up  in  the  ships  for  the  horses,  and  stores  of  maize  and 
hay  to  be  taken  on  board  for  their  use.    Hones  were  at  that 
time  scarce  and  dear  in  Cuba,  and  our  whole  stock  amounted 
to  fifteon,  besides  the  horse  belonging  to  the  goieral,  whioh 
died  at  St  Juan  de  Ulua '. 

VcIasquesB  was  exceedlnffly  ovi^ry  with  Verdugo  for  ne- 
glecting to  obey  the  orden  be  had  sei'.t  him,  and  reproached 
Jhe  secretary  and  contador  with  having  imposed  upon  him 
in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  general.  He  now  renewed 
his  endeavoun  to  deprive  Ccurtes  of  the  command,  sending 
orden  by  one  Garnica  to  Pedro  Barba,  to  prevent  the  fleft 
from  sailing,  and  to  arrest  Cortes.  Garnica  likewise  brought 
letten  from  the  governor  for  Ordas  and  Velasquez  de  Leon, 
ordering  and  entreoting  them  to  concur  with  Barba  in  these 

measures; 

1  Dial  minutdy  enumerates  and  deicribes  all  the  hones*  mentioniog  ^ho 
they  all  belonged  to.— E. 
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ineuttrefl  |  but  Ordaa  had  been  jtodicioutljr  wiit  out  of  thei^aj, 
•nd  de  Leon  wm  now  gained  over  bj  Cofteit  A''  t^  rot^  <^ 
ud,  eyen  Barba  the  lieutenant^goteroor  of  the  Havanna,  were 
entirety  devoted  to  the  interest  of  our  general)  ynho  wasihlhf 
aware  of  all  that  was  intended  ngainst  him,  as  OamiM 
brought  letters  from  a  friar  who  reside  with  the  governor, 
-to  our  thaplain  de  Ohnedo,  by  which  Duero  and  Cares  sent 
faiteUigenco  of  nil  the  schemes  of  Vdasquea.  Barba  wroto 
back  to  the  governor,  that  Cortes  was  so  beloved  b^  the 
-troops,  that  he  durst  not  execute  the  orders  he  had  received  i 
being  assured  that  any  such  attempt  would  occasion  the  de^ 
■traction  of  the  town,  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  would  go 
dong  with  Cortes.  The  general  wrote  likewise  to  Vehscpiea, 
repeating  his  assurance  ot  perfect  devotion  to  his  service,  and 
intimatra  that  he  meant  to  snil  the  next  day* 

The  fleet  sailed  from  the  Havanna  on  the  10th  February 
1519*  for  the  island  of  Cozumel  *.  The  ship  in  which  I  was, 
•oommanded  by  Alvarado,  was  directed  to  proceed  by  the 
north,  with  orders  to  wait  for  the  fleet  at  Cape  8t  Antonio, 
and  Dieflo  de  Ordas  had  similar  directions;  but  our  pilot  ne> 
glected  these  instructions,  and  proceeded  directly  lor  Cozu- 
mel, where  wo  accordingly  arrived  two  days  before  the  rest* 
As  soon  as  we  came  to  anchor,  our  whole  party  landed  and 
went  to  the  town  of  Cozumel,  which  was  deserted  by  all  its 
inhabitants.  We  then  went  to  another  place,  whence  like- 
wise the  ihhabitants  fled  on  our  approach^  but  we  found  a 
quantity  of  fowls,  and  some  idols,  with  toys  and  ornaments 
oi  much  alloyed  gold  in  a  temple  near  the  town,  with  which 
boot^  we  returned  to  the  town  of  Cozumel.  By  this  time 
Coitea  and  his  whole  fleet  were  arrived,  and  he  immediately 
put  our  pilot,  Comacho,  in  irons  for  disobeying  his  orders* 
He  likewise  reprimanded  Alvarado  for  taking  the  property 
of  the  natives,  which  he  said  was  a  bad  way  of  proceeding, 
■  as  the  peode  ought  on  no  accoupt  to  be  ill  used,  and  immop*- 
diately  ordered  two  men  and  a  woman  whom  we  had  made 
prisoners  to  be  brought  before  him.  Qy  means  of  our  in- 
terpretor  Melchorejo,  he  desired  these  people  to  recal  the 
lutives  to  their  habitations,  with  assurance  of  perfect  safety, 

ordering 

9  According  to  Clavigero,  11.  7.  thU  armament,  by  which  a  great  and  po- 
(Hiloiu  empire  w:U  subverted,  consisted  of  eleven  vesieU,  carrying  109  ma- 
rinen,  508  toldiert,  divided  into  eleven  companies,  ten  field^ieces,  four  fal- 
conets, and  sixteen  horses.  Alaminos,  who  had  been  pilot  to  Cordavo  and 
Grijalva,  was  chief  pilot  of  this  expedition.— £. 
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ordering  sO  the  article!  tnken  away  to  be  returned,  and  paid 
them  is  btadi  and  trinkets  for  the  fowh  which  we  had  eaten. 
Giving  flhcb  of  the  pecnto  a  shirt,  he  dismissed  them  i  and  sq 
wfiU  iatlsAed  were  die  mhabitanti  with  tliis  conciliatory  be^ 
hariour,  that  the  chitf  and  all  the  mbabitatito  of  the  place  re< 
tamed  next  day,  and  mixed  dmon;;;  ua  with  perfect  famiU- 
ori^.  During  the  three  clays  which  we  reroaiDi>d  at  this  place, 
Cortee  made  a  review  of  his  troops,  which  amounted  to  508, 
besides  the  seamen.  We  had  sixteen  horsemen,  eleven  xhips 
large  and  small,  indudina;  a  brigantine  bebnging  to  one 
Nbrtea,  thirteen  musluleer^  thtrtv-two  cross-bows,  ten  brass 
lleld'pieces,  four  falronetH,  and  plenty  of  ammunition.  On 
this  occasion,  he  appointed  Francisco  de  Orocza,  an  expe* 
rienced  soldier  who  had  served  in  Italy,  captain  of  the  artilv 
lery,  and  strictly  enjoined  him  and  the  gunners  to  keep  thehr 
guns  always  in  ^cclldnt  order.  From  this  time  our  general 
took  the  cotnmand  in  good  earnest,  end  always  used  the  ut- 
most rigilance  in  every  thing  relative  to  the  service  on  which 
we  were  engaged }  nnti  the  gruce  of  God  enabled  him  to  sup« 
ee^  in  all  his  undertakingSr 

Cortes  sent  at  this  tin*  for  me  end  erne  Martin  Ramos, 
#ho  had  been  on  the  former  voyages,  inquiring  our  opinion 
reqsecting  the  wwA  CastillanOf  which  was  so  often  repeated 
by  the  Indians  of  Cotoche  when  we  accomponied  Cordova, 
iaying  he  was  convinced  it  had  allusion  to  some  Spaniards 
who  were  in  that  country.  The  native  chiefs,  and  some  In- 
dian merchants  who  were  then  in  Cozumel,  confirmed  this 
opinion,  assuring  us  that  they  had  seen  and  spoken  to  them 
only  a  few  days  before.  Being  anxious  to  relieve  these  men, 
ancl  being  informed  what  ransom  was  expected,  he  amply  pro«* 
vided  these  native  merchants  for  the  purpo^ie,  and  sent  them 
with  letters  for  these  I^Mmish  captives.  He  likewise  sent  two 
of  our  smallest  vessels,  under  the  command  of  Diego  de  Or-> 
das,  with  twenty  musketeers  and  cross-bows ;  directing  one 
of  these  ships  to  remain  eight  days  at  Cape  Cotoche^  waiting 
the  return  of  the  messengers,  while  the  other  was  to  return 
with  a  report  of  the  proceedings.  The  place  where  the  Spa* 
niards  were  said  to  live  at  was  only  about  four  leagues  from 
Cape  Cotochc,  and  Cortes  sent  a  letter  by  the  Indian  niessenf 
gers,  requesting  these  captive  Christians  to  join  him.  The 
ships  with  the  Indian  merchants  crossed  the  gulf  to  Cotoche, 
and  th^  letters  were  delivered  twd  days  afterwards  to  one  of 
these  Spaiiiords,  Joronimo  de  Agtiilar,  together  with  beads 
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for  his  ransom.  Jeroniaio  immediately  procured  his  libertjf 
and  then  went  to  his  companion  in  omtivity,  Alonso  Ouerreroy 
whom  hb  solicited  to  go  along  witn  him  i  but  he,  luiving  a 
wife  and  children^  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  doiM  them) 
and  so  much  time  had  been  lost  in  this  fruitleM  attempt,  Uiat 
when  JerOnimo  enmc  with  the  Indian  messengers  to  the  coast, 
the  ships  had  already  sailed,  havii^  waited  one  day  beyond 
the  eight,  sO'tluU  Aguilar  was  forced  to  return  to  his  master. 

There  w»s  n  temple  in  the  ixland  of  Cozumel  containing 
some  hideous  idols,  to  which  the  Indians  used  often  to  repair 
in  solemn  procession.  Observing  the  courts  of  this  temple  to 
be  filled  with  Indians  one  morning,  many  of  us  were  excited 
bv  curiosity  to  go  among  them  to  observe  their  cereAonies. 
We  found  them  burning  odor^lcrous  resins,  as  we  do  incense; 
after  which  an  old  priest,  clad  in  a  large  loose  gown  or  mantle, 
went  up  to  the  highest  part  of  the  temple,  whence  he  made  a 
lon|;  discourse  to  the  people.  Cortes  was  present  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  qncHtiohcd  Melchorejo  respecting  the  purport  of 
the  old  mans  httrnngue:  After  which  he  convened  the  na- 
tive chiefs,  and  cxpTuined  to  them  as  well  as  he  could,  partly 
by  signs  and  partly  by  means  of  his  interpreter, :  that  they 
worshipped  devils  which  would  draw  their  souls  to  hell ;  and 
that,  if  they  wished  to  preserve  our  friendship^  they  must  de- 
stroy their  accursed  idols,  and  plant  the  holy  cross  of  the 
Lord,  through  which  they  would  procure  good  harvests  and 
the  salvation  of  their  souls.  Thfe  priests  and  chiefs  answered, 
that  they  worshipped  the  gods  of  their  forefathers,  and  if  we 
attempted  to  injure  them,  their  gods  would  destroy  us  in  the 
sea.  But  Cortes  desired  us  to  throw  the  idols  doiim  the  steps 
of  the  temple,  and  sending  for  lime,  of  which  therb  was  plen- 
ty in  the  island,  the  Indian  masons  built  by  our  direction  a 
very  handsome  altar,  on  which  an  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin 
was  placed,  and  a  crucifix  was  erected  in  a  small  chapel  or 
oratory  close  to  the  altar.  After  these  preparations  were  com- 
pleted, the  mass  was  celebratecl  in  great  order  by  the  reve- 
rend Father  Juan  Diaz  ^,  to  which  ceremony  the  chiefs,  priests, 
and  natives  all  listened  with  great  attention. 

Cortes  now  regulated  the  order  of  our  fleet,  appointing 
captains  for  all  the  ships,  of  which  the  following  is  a  list.  The 

admirals 


3  On  a  former  occasion,  tbe  chaplain  of  the  expedition  was  named  Bar. 
tholome  de  Olroedo,  but  thii  other  clergyman  appears  likewise  to  have  tt. 
tended  the  expedition.— £. 


CHAP.  V.  sBcr.  ui.       hf  I^traando  Cortn, 


4^^ 


admirals  ship  was  commanded  iq  persoii  by  Cortes,  and  tlift 
others  as  follow:  Alvarada,  Puertocarrero,  Montejo,  de 
Oli  \  Oidas,  Velasquez  d#  Leofi,  {^x^Iente,  de  Morla,  Esco- 
bar, and  Nortes.  Pilots  were  appointed  for  all  the  ships, 
nig^t  signals  werei  ag{!^  uppn,  and  every  ^apfain  received  <v 
copy  of  the  sailing  orders  and  instrqcticin?*  All  things  be- 
ing properly  regulated,,  and  haying  t^l^en  a  fri^qdly  Icuve  of 
the  natives,  who  promised  to  take  grept  fuire  of  the  altnr  and 
crucifix,  and  presented  Coftps  with  ^ome  fowls  find  honey, 
we  set  sail  from  the  island  of  Cozume|  ii)  the  begjpning  of 
March  1519.  When  we  had  only  prqpeeded  a  few  hours  on 
our  voyage,  we  learned  by  a  signal-^n  that  (he  ship  of  Juan, 
de  Escolente,  in  which  the  bread  of  the  wl^ole  fleet  was  emr 
barked,  was  in  imnqincAt  dagger,  hnvlng  sprqng  a  Ici^k.  This 
forced  us  to  return  to  Cojsumel,  where  the  Iiidiaps  gaye  ^s 
evoiy  assistance,  bringing  their  canoes  t<^  take  out  the  lading 
of  the  vessel ;  and  we  hod  the  satisfacti'^n  \o  find,  that  so  tac 
from  injuring  our  altar  and  crucifix,  they  had  P'^eed  iqcepse 
before  tfaiem, 

On  hearing  of  our  return  to  Cozumel,  the  Indian  messen- 
gers and  Aguilar  hired  a  canoe  in  which  they  crossed  the 
gulf  and  joined  us.  Aguilar  op  his  arrival  was  hardly  to  be 
distinguished  from  one  of  the  natives,  his  colour  was  so  dark, 
and  be  was  even  marked  like  them,  belpg  dressed  in  some  old 
rags  on  his  shoulders  and  rpi^id  hi^  waist,  carrying  on  oar  or 
paddle  in  his  hand,  and  the  remnant  of  an  old  prayer«bpok 
tied  in  a  bundle  on  his  back.  He  had  alippst  forgot  the  use 
of  his  native  tongue,  and  in  coming  into  the  presence  of  the 
general,  he  squatted  down  on  his  hams  Uke  his  companions,  so 
that  no  one  knew  which  was  the  Spaniard,  ^t  length  announ- 
cing himself,  he  was  provi4ed  with  proper  clothes,  and  gave 
the  following  account  of  himself.  He  was  a  native  of  £cija| 
and  had  been  ordained  fpr  the  church ;  but  had  been  wreck- 
ed eight  years  before,  while  on  a  ypyuge  from  Pur|en  to  Hi^ 
panida.  He  and  his  companioi\s  ei{deayoured  to  reach  Cijba 
or  Jamaica  in  their  boat,  but  were  driflcd  by  the  current  on 
the  coast,  where  tlie  chiefs  of  the  country  had  reduced  them 
to  slavery.  Many  had  been  sacrificed,  others  had  died  of 
disease,  and  two  women  who  were  with  them  had  soon  sunk 
under  hard  labour.  Aguilar  had  at  one  time  been  doomed  to 

be 

A  In  Clavigero  and  other  Spanish  sutljion,  thu  penon  ia  m^ed  de  01I(^ 
but  Diaz  uniformly  give*  him  thq  name  in  {\^p  text.— £, 
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be  h^l^i^ned  ever  stfiee,  atid  ^tilie  ^ole^iteltailjeia^^ 
ed  Mo- tW  Wreck,  h«  imd  Gmtteto^  weve  onljiiiciirialhiilw) 
He  knef«r  little  tifihe  coontiy,  having  aevbr  bcasiiiitii^ilbiiai 
fptiir  le«ff*Je^  from  the  eoftst,  being  ^nfdiqrcd4ai^ii)d^i||!|it 
wood Ittio  AVitter,  anid  di^tigin  tlminiiize  field»j  I  Hei^d< 
that  <}aerrero  iexactly  resembled  die  Ilidi«i%  byiisli^Na^be 
nvas  considered  iis  a  brav6  inanj  and  thiit,'  about  nyeur  be-; 
forc^,  wlicti  three  ships  were  ou  the  coast,  he  had  pfaiOiMil  > 
the  attack  oh  the  S)>Bnial:d8,  oAdeven  led  the  lndt«n  xnuriomf 
in  person;  on  whieh  account  Cori«s  r^rettcd  mudkithwUe 
hm  not  been  abfe  to  get  hold  of  him.    Aguihur  was  well^used . 
Ir^  the  ihhal)itanis  of  Cozumcj,  who  gave  htm  |^^  d^|iroN  • 
vlsibhs ;  in  return  for  which  he  exhorted  them  txncoiiiiiiituiin 
our  hdy  faith,  and  advised  them  to  get'  le^^s-  of. protectkmt 
froiti  Cortes,  in  case  of  any  Spanish  ship  arrhring  on  dwir> 
coast,  which  was  granted,  and  became  afterwards  o%Fe»tiise;  > 
'The  fleet  put  to  «ea  again  dti  the  4tb  of-  March,  and  wasi 
separated  by  a  stofm  that  same  night;  but  thqt  aU'icniie^.' 
again  next  Htsyy  except  that  which  was  ecMnmuided  b^  ¥da»- 
quezdc  Lcon^  bit  which  Cortes  made  fw  a  certain  bay^wfaece 
as  the  pibt  expected^  that  shi|)  had  takciv  shelter  fronn  the  ^ 
storm-     At  this  place  several  of  our  vtrnipany  ionded,  imd. 
found  four  templ&i  in  a  neighbouring  town,  contiunilig  many- 
female  idols^  on  which  account  the  place  was  named  ifim^a 
de  Lns  MugerrSt  or  C«pe  Women*    Agaiiar  inifeimed  the- 
general  that  he  had  been  once  sent  to  this  place  with  some 
goods,   the  place  where  he  resided  being  only  about  &ur 
leagues  distant,  and  that  the  residence  of  Guerrero  was  not 
&r  off.     tie  added  that  this  country  produced  a  small  quan<-< 
tiiy  of  gold,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  s^rVe  as  a  guide  u  om* 
general  thought  proper  to  send  a  party  on  shore.     But  Cor- 
tes, mid  that  his  ol!Mect  was  mot  in  search  of  trifles,  but  to  Serve 
Ood  and  the  king  in  an  eiifectual  manner.    Our  general  hero 
ordered  Ewobar  to  examine  the  Boca  de  TerminoSi  and,  as 
the  fleet  was  nt  this  time  separated,  to  leave  beacons  or  direc- 
tions on  the  coast  for  the  direction  of  the  other  ships*  or  to 
cruize  ofi^  that  inlet  till  the  missing  ships  shotdd  arrive ;  for 

ho 

8  Diu  uy>  that  this  was  the  expc»lition  of  Cordova ;  but  that  was  in 
1517,  two  years  before.    According  to  Clavi^ero,  Aguilar  had  learut  the 
Mitja  language,  which  was  spoken  -by  the  inhabitants  of  Yucutan  and  Co^^ 
zuniel,  and  ^ame  very  uteiul  to  Cortes  ai  his  interpreter.— E. 
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JtovwM  Jcd'to  teUev9  tliis«,iiifaiir«blep]ii«9  fii^4lM»  lettkment 
of  ,«,e(doi9,  fiNNn  dw  deM^fipliqiii  of  tl|iti.lwrl«Diiri  mkI  thf 
abundMMe  <»f  gwle  wliichwiw  Moftod  tobf  injto^^i^ 
hood*  Cfc|{£^ob«rrJaii4ipg  «t:tbit  pbi^  he  found  thejoney-* 
lwiuidleftbyOrfl«l«»  oath^ihofe,  wMdi  was  acipryrdui^ 
takmi  on  board }  but  when  the  mt  of  the  fleet  arri?ied,  m 
Eiooban  ship  had  been  forced  out  to  s^a  b^  a  ttapiag  gale 
firom  the  Muth<  she  was  not  to  be  found*  We  fo^ndt  howr 
ever^  a  Metier  cm  shore,  in  wNch  E^aopbar  gave  a  inini](te  ao? 
eouniofthe  state  of  diis  harbour*  representing  the  counttgF 
in  a  fovourable  p<Hnt  of  view  i  and  we  had  thegpod  fortump 
to  jpigoin  his  ikaig  ne^ct  dajn.  We  were  pofT  oiTthe  point  of 
Fimttmclian,  the  natives  of  which  place  Ceites  and  niaav  of  ua 
were  much  inclined  to  pimish  for  dieir  conduct  in  the  two 
former  expeditions.  Bi^  this  was  stronglv  <^jected  tq  b^ 
the  pilfl|s,1beieause  the  eo^ut  was  extrapdy  shaUow,  insomura 
that  our  vessels  ooidd  hot  come  nearer  the  land  than  two 
leagues,  on  which  afttount  we  continued  our  voyage  to  the  li- 
ver of  Orijalva,  cir  Tabasco/,  if ha«  we  arrived  on  the  ISfli 
of  li^arch  1519.  Bein^  aware  that  the  mquth  of  this  rivdr 
was  too  shallow  for  diipsof  laige  burthen,  tfiose  of  hght 
drau^t  wore  selected,  in  which,  and  the  bottte,  o^r  troops 
prooieded  towards  the  shore,  uid  were  Umded  at  Point  Pojf- 
mares,  about  hi)]f  a  league  from  the  Indian  town  of. Tabasco. 

The  sides  of  this  rivo'  were  covered  with  mangrove  trees, 
among  which  were  many  canoes  filled  with  armed  Indians, 
above  13,000:  warriors  being  assembled  in  the  tqwn  qf  T*^has- 
CO,  which  at  that  time  enjoved  an  eittensiTe  dominiop^  over 
the  neighbouring  country,  We  whqhi|d^faeen  formerly  re- 
ceived at  this  place  in  a  iHendly  manner,  yf&r&  astonished  at 
the  present  appearance  of  hostilities }  but  we  learned  after- 
wards, that  toe ,  neiffhbouring  nations  of  Pontopchan  and 
Lazarus,  as  we  caUed  it,  had  reproached  the  timidiQr  of  the 
Tabascans  for  receiving  us  amicably,  instead  of  fiilling  upon 
us  as  they  had  done,  and  they  had  resolved*  therefore,  to 
take.  the.  presentv  opportuni^  pf  regaining  their  diaractar. 
On  perceiving  these  demonstrations  of  hostility,  Corte^  de-, 
airea  AguiW  to  inquire  the  reason  from  some  native  chiefs 
who  were  passing  near  us  in  a  Cftnoe,  and  to  inform  them 
that  they  would  hate  sore  cause  to  repeqt  imy  hostilities  they 
might  attempt  against  us.    In  replyi  they,  threatened  to  put 

vQl-in,  og^l;    ;  1^8 

f;  T|^•  river  U  called  ChUpa  by  ci«vtgero.—E. 
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m  aQ  to  dealii  if  we  danecl  to  come  near  their  town,  which 
^  fortified  with  pa^pwte  rad  polind^    AguUir  then  de- 
ured  an  interview  mtween  their  ehieft  and  bar  fcne>»l,  eay- 
iQg  that  he  liad  matter!  of  high  iraportanoe,  and  of  a  holy 
kktiire  to  infeiip  them  of,  tod  requnted  peitaiaion  to  esp- 
ply'Oiir  fleet  nith  wood  and  water :  But  they  onk  repeated 
their  fermer  threats,    fiedng  no  other  allematiTe  but  retreat 
or  war,  Cortes  ordoed  three  guns  to  be  placed  in  each  ve^ 
id,  and  ifivided  thesnuketears  and  crosebows  among  them. 
We  1^0  had  been  here  befcMw  reoolleeted  a  narrow  path 
whidi  led  from  the  p<Hnt  of  Paimares,  thffoMh  some  manhes 
and  across  several  brooks  to  the  town  ^  Taoaieo,  of  which 
^oinfimned  Cortes  {  who  according  detached  early  next 
ii|omi|iff  100  soldiers  under  Akmao  de  Avila^  wiUi  orders 
to  inar^  into  the  rear  of  the  town  by  that  path  i  and,  as 
soon  as  he  heard  the  discharge  of  artillerv,  he  was  to  attack 
the  town  on  diiat  side,  while  the  main  body  did  ^e  same  <m 
^e  other  ade^    Ckntes  then  proceeded  up  the  river  widi  ^ 
Vessels,  intending  to  disonbark  asnear  as  possible  to  the 
town  i  and  as  soon  as  the  enemy  saw  us  iqvproaohing^  they 
saUied  out  in  their  canoes  fitmi  amcmg  the  mangroves,  and 
a  vast  pinltitnde  collected  against  us  at  die  pkrae  where  we 
meant  to  land,  making  a  prodigious  ndse  <^  trumpets,  horns, 
and  drums.    Before  oommeucii^  the  attack,  Gntes  ordered 
Bieffo  de  Oodoy,  a  royal  notary,  to  make  a  -format  demand 
of  liberty  to  supply  ourselves  with  wood  and  water,  and  to 
'listen  to  what  we  had  to  communicate  in  the  service  (^  Goo 
and  our  king,  protesting  that  in  case  <rfvid«ioe,  they  dbould 
be  held  responsible  for  all  the  misddef  that  mi^t  follow. 
~  But,  after  all  this  was  ex{^ned  to  them,  they  remained  in- 
flexibhr  det<»inined  to  oppose  us.    They  made  the  signal 
^ith  their  drums  to  commence  a  general  attack,  and  imme- 
'  ^ateW  assailed  us  with  a  flin^t  of  arrows.    Th^  then  closed 
round  us  in  their  canoes,  %htiug  with  lanoes  and  bows  and 
arrows,  and  we  had  great  diArahy  to  force  our  way  to  the 
-  shore,  fighting  up  to  our  middles  in  the  water,  and  strug- 
'  I^^PS  to  extricate  ourselves  firom  deep  mud,  in  which  Cortes 
Mt  one  of  his  buskins,  and  had  to  land  bardboted.    As  soon 
a|  we  got  on  dnr  ground,  Cortes  placed  himsdf  at  our  head, 
'  callhig  out  Si  Jago,  and  we  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  great 
violentei  whom  we  forced  to  retreat  within  sMne  circukr  en- 
trenchments which  they  had  constructed  of  large  timber. 
We  soon  drove  them  irom  these  works,  and  made  our  way 
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iirto  tlw  toim  %  oMtek  undl  gaitinqni;  fiiNuig  Aoa  befiN« 
OS  uptiwiiuai  itfttel  to  a  leoond  btnrioide*  when  tiwRwitlu 
■tooq^|iliiiaafU3rf  calluig  out  al  eahckimit  ov  ifcttf  ttecap. 
toAi.  Wbye  engaged  «t  thb  barricade,  de  AvUa  and  u« 
p>ry  which  had  marclMid  firom  Poiat  Phtoiarflt,  oama  vp  Twy 
eppOTtandrtoonr  aauBtaooe.  He  had  bcyi  much  jitcrdud 
in  his  mardi^  m  ha  had  to  break  down  levcral  bamaadM  in 
the  padi'through  the  marsh,  ao  thitf  he  now  arrived  at  die 
crit&al  moment,  for  we  too  had  been  detained  a  couiderafaie 
time  in  .making  the  formal  summons  by  the  notarv^  We  ndw 
.  drove  the  enemy  before  us^  %hting  manfuOy  and  never  turn* 
ing  ^eir  backs,  to  a  large  enckned  court,  in  which  were 
thr^  idol-hipiises  and  several  lai^  halls.  Hiey  had  hwe 
ooUiected  ati  their  most  valuable  eifocts,  and  made  a  brave 
resistance  at  this  last  post,  but  were  at  last  obliged  to  avacup 
ateitaho. 

Cortes  now  ot&aeA  the  troMM-  to  hall^  not  thinking  it 
prudent  to  pursue  the  natives.  Having  called  us  together  in 
the  area  of  this  enckMure,  he  todc  foimal  possessfon  of  the 
country  for  his'migesty,  and  giving  three  cuts  with  hi*  sword 
into  a  ffreat  eeiba  tree  which  grew  beside  him,  he  deckured 
himself  ready  to  defend  and  maintain  his  majes^j  ri^t  of 
soverdgnty  against  all  gainsayers.  This  st^  was  general^ 
iqoproved  of  among  us,  yet  it  gave  cause  of  secret  murmiirc 
among  those  who  were  attached  to  Vekuquez,  as  his  name 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  act  of  possession,  which  was  for- 
maHy  recorded  and  witnessed  by  a  royal  notary.  In  the 
course  of  this  action,  fourteen  of  our  solaiei8  were  wounded, 
amonff  whom  I  had  a  slight  wound.  Of  the  enemy  eighteen 
were  found  dead.  Having  posted  strong  guards,  we  took 
up  our  quarters  here  for  the  night.  Next  day,  Aivarado 
was  detached  with  100  men  to  reconnoitre  the  countipr  for 
two  leagues  round  our  post ;  and  on  seeking  Meldiorejo  to 
attend  as  interpreter,  he  was  discovered  to  have  deserted 
during  the  night,  leaving  his  clothes  behind.  A  second  de- 
tachment of  equid  strengu  was  sent  in  a  difiei'oait  direction 
mider  Frandseo  de  Lugo,  who  had  not  gone  for  when  he 
was  attacked  by  several  uarge  bodies  of  the  enemy  so  foriou^ly 
that  he  was  obh'ged.  to  fiOl  back,  which  he  did  in  perfect 
order,  siding  a  swift-running  Indian  of  Cuba  to  quarters  to 
procure  succour.  Alrarado,  who  had  advanoed  about  a 
Uagae  from  die  town,  was  ob%cd  to  change  the  direction  of 
tis  march  by  a  rWer  or  creek,  by  which  means  he  came  with- 
in 
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in  iMiwiDg.  9f  the  iiindnCfv»  and  of  the  i^stnpnents  ai^d 
•bfiotft^of  the  Indian!  who  were  enmfted  witfi  lLvdp»  and 
unincctuitidy  hastiencd  to  his  relief.  Ims?  .two  umwd  were 
aUeilo  repulie  the  eneiny»  and  made  good  thdii'#treat  to 
^  town  (  where  we  too  were  attacked  by  ui^bbdiiedf  the 
Indiam,  .iriiomweMon  oibUged  to  retreat  bym^anio^our 
muskets' and  erosBbovs,  iand  the  superiori^  of  our  good 
swords.  Reoeiving  intelligence  Uiat  liis  detachments  irere 
hard  pressed.by  t£e  ^nemy,  Cortes  now  sallied  out.  with  all 
of  us  iriio  oawA  carry  arms,  and  met  our  combaniei^  on 
tlmr.  retreotabont  half  alfMgue  from  the  town.  Two  soldiers 
of  the  detachment  belonfdng  to  Lugo  were  sUoi^  thkt  faatUe, 
and  eteven  were  woundco.  We  brought  in  thj^  pHs4||jers» 
one  of  whom  appeared  to  be  a  chiefs  by  whora^lie  were  In? 
formed  that  Melchoreja  hadadvis^  t)iem  to  hlurrass  us  by 
continual  attacks,  day  and  night,  as  our  numbers  were  few, 
and  th^iwouhi  )a&  sure  to  destrc^  us  in  €lie  end.  The'  na- 
tive who  gave  ns  this  information  waii  s^t  off  with  an  iuni« 
cable  message  to  his  countrvmen,  but  he  nevite  returned' | 
and  Agdilar  was  informed  by  the  other  natives,  that  the 
wh<de  warriors  of  the  country  were  collecting  to  attadc  us. 
.  Uijidcrstandipg  the  formidable  preparautnis.whkh'  were 
mnking  to  atti^ck  us,  Cortes  ordered  all  the  wounded  men 
who  were  able  to  man^  to  st^d  to  their,  arms,  and  brought 
the  horses  on  shore,  which  were  very  dull  and  spiritless  i^t  firsts 
but  recovered  themselves  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Several 
of  our  ablest  young  men  w^e  at  this  time  taken  ill  wHh  a 
weakness  in  their  feins,  by  which  they  were  unable  to  stand, 
owing,  it  was  supjxMed  to  the  sudden  change  in  their  way  of 
living,  and  to  the  ^dght  of  their  arms  in  very  hot  weatneri 
These  n^re  sent  on  bMutI  ship.  The  horses  were  distributed 
among  the  best  riders,  and  each  horse  was  provided  with  a 
breast-plate  hung  with  bells.  He  likewise  directed  his  small 
body  of  cavalry,  while  engaged  with  the  enemy,  to  point 
their  lances  at  the  f»ces  of  uie  natives,  and  on  ho  account  to 
stop  for  the  purpose  of  making  thrusts,  but  always  to  ride 
^.stfpight  onwards,  bearing  down  all  before  them.  Of.  this 
',b|^y  he  took  the  command  in  pi^von  for  the  approaching 
bdttlej  being  twelve  in  all  besides  himsdf.  Tlie  innntiy  were 
idaced  un^r  the  chief  command  of  Diego  de  Ordas,  the  ar> 
ttHeiy  under  the  charge'  of  Mesa,  and  we  colours  were  car* 
fied  by^  Antonio  de  ViUareal.  The  army  thus  arranged, 
*  out  early  in  the  morning  of  Lady-day,  SStb  Maroh^ 
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ift«r<  kMring  miab,  and  proceeded  <to  >£4 1>1^  ^  <?*^i^» 
whMWthe  enenQT.  awMtkl  m,  our  ca? flrjr  iia(itluiig  a  cbliMur  to 
Md  tone  nfardnr  gtooiid,  and  00  purpfne  to  gid|i  t)ie  rear 
illhe  eueaiy.  iADr  nuurcking  abbi^  arleague,  ,W9{  ^^^  ^^ 
«l«my  adhrai^oiBii  Itqwardaus  inn  thj»  plain,  in(i^  1^ 
noifftof  trumpets,  horns,  and  drums.  Thj^jr  yim^mxaa^ 
l^iliemon  tibciriioidfi'hAVin^^  paiBte<4  b]ai^,ri^, 

and'Wldta,  dl  wikirlng  defensive  aormour  of  qi}iitc4..o(itt<^ 
witlylWfle  duddii  lUid^bearing  lanoM,  two-handed  sword^pr 
maces^r  darts,  lar^  bows  attd' arrows,  and  slings. ,  "P^lif 
Aumbibis  oofered .  the  irhole  plain,  and  they  i9iimdia|il^ 
imhed  foi^ards  to  the  attach,  wounding  abovip.  seven^/i^ 
}0ir  soldiaip  at  the  first  discharge  of  their  arroif^,  uid  one 
|nan  named  Saldana,  was  dain  outri^t  by  a"  f^H^l^^F  '^"^^ 
^fareed  hln^  linder  the  ean  They  «3jMed  uifpn  1M.^^^  gfMt 
bravem'fi^ting^jis  haadto  faami,;  while  we  maintiuned  our 
orouna:  wkh  firmness,  usihg  Oiir  cannon,  mus^ejts,  cross^ 
Sows,  anql' swords  as  wdl  as  we  could.  After  sonoeti'me, 
•th^  dtew  off  a  little,  but  in  tibis  they  had  rather  the  aidvan- 
itage  1>y^eans  of  flidr  bows  and  anrows,  though  pur  Gannon 
diode  Vaw  havock  among  their  crowded  bodies,  which  ^&^ 
at  such  a  distance  as  enwled  our  gunners  to  fire  among  Uttxim. 
io  the  greatest  possible  advantage.  At  evjeiry  discharge  of  the 
cannon,  they  shouted,  whistled,  and  sounded  all  tl^r  warlike 
Jns!b<Rme6t8,  calling  out  lah!  Idiaf  and'thro'vnM.ftn^w  fund 
and  dust  in  the  air^  as  If  to  preyeDt  our  seeing  yi^  destrtic- 
tibn  produced  among  them  by  our  artillery.^  I  adTisied 
de  Ordas  to  dose  with  the  enemy,  which  u^  objected  to, 
Mviog  that  they  outnumbered  Us  thirty  f(v  one)  yet  wcdid 
advance,  and  as  they  wished  to  avoid  encountering  oiir  shaip 
swords,  thiey  inclined  towards  a  marsh.  We  were  all  this 
time  exceecungly  anxious  for  the  arriyd  of  G)rte8  and,  thib 
■cavalry,  being  afraid  that  he  had  m^t.with  some  disaster-} 
and  were  at  length  rqoiced  Whisn  we  saw  him  i^proacbing  to 
our  relief  on  the  rear  of  the  Indians,  who  werefoentirdy 
occupied  in  their  attack  on  us  that  theydid  not  percdve  him 
■  till  he  came  dashing  among  them.  tQie  ground  was  mite 
levdand  open,  most  of  this  nor$es8titong  and  actiire^  and^e 
rideris  brave  and  expert ;  so  that  they  charged  through  among 
the  crowded  Indians  in  every  direction,  and  we  renewed  our 
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'     V  Clavigero  cIlU  thfeHeld  ollnttle  4ihe  p1sin«fCnir&i,  where  lie Mys 
tksre  was  another  Indian  town  not  far  diitant  firom  Tabaico.— E. 
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ctti^  ibMie  tfiem  give  wi^,  tneo^mgadr  bj  tUi  tM^ 
Maiimm>    1%e  fiM&M  #er«  MtonidMd  bfyoBAmmmn  Mt 
AAI  iioi4  mi  tamtprntd  Mtack,  Miering  ibe  iMhne  iuhI 

iS»  tto  ii&bnt  woodi  ud  nunhfl^  km^aa  tfttt  fUdiof 
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^^VnMI  fafemed  ut  after  the  battle,  thA  hk  anrcli  hat 
hMttteMili.  nurded  fay  bad  gramid,  and  fav  Ihe  ittiQkl  of 
iMne  dbiiklMd  liodiet  of  die  inemT^  who  hadwowded  Av*  of 
kb  men  ttad  eigjit  honet.  Being  thna  vktorum^  the  ca» 
iwtyxwitidtanitedy  and  we  aiieniMed  under  a  'fove  of  tneiii 
^^  #e  igiKve  thnictto  Oon  and  his  bleHcdiaoAer  for  our 
tiittorf;  A  town  was  afterwards  founded  on  tto  flcUl  of 
battle,  ifamed  Sbma  Maria  detta  Vimria  *,  in  imemorv  wi 
All  <net6rjr.  After  binding  up  our  wounds  and  those  of  the 
iMsek,  WMch  we  dre.  )d  with  Okefat^dtad  iHiiantt  w# 
eaaqniniid  Hie  field  of  batUe,  where  we  fonnd  Mpwtards  of 
SO'O'of  tlie  enemy  deMl  or  dyh^  of  their  WOwkhI  the  shun 
bdi^iMrticailariy  numeroas  where  the  «ai«liy  liad  diaraed. 
AAdr  l>ui^iig,tw0  of  ooraddiers,  one  of  whom  was  Idued 
by  a  iMinnd  in  the  ear,  and  the  oUier  hy  one  in  the  throaty 
we  itlired  to  our  quarters  at  Tabasco  towards  evening,  where 
we  eat  onr  fiqpf)e»,  and  having  placed  sufficient  gnimls,  we 
went  to  nei^« 

Oomara  relates  that  in  Ais  battle,  premons  to  the  anHral 
of'Cortel  with  Ae  oavahy,  one  of  the  holy  aposlHes,  either 
'St  iJi^  6r  Peter,  apjpeored  on  a  dapfdo'ttrey  horse  under  the 
acmbwniee  of  i'randxsco  de  Morla.  AU  e«r  victories  were 
teurtklfy  guided  by  die  hand  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  j  but 
if  ^8  were  tihe  liase,  I,  a  poor  nnner,  was  not  worthy  to  be 
perdlitted  to  see  it,-  ndther  was  it  seen  by  any  of  our  army, 
above  400  in  number.  I  oortainly  saw  Fnmeiaoo  de  Ifier- 
la  akmg  i(4th  CMles,  but  he  rode  a  chesnut  horse  that  day. 
We  certainly  were  bad  Chrisdans  indeed,  if,  aooordtng  to 
llh^  liccoont  of  Gonara,  Goi>  sent  one  d  bb  holy  suxMtles  to 
llg^t  lit  oiir  head,  and  we  ungratdiilly  neriected  to  give 
Aanks  for  so  great  a  mercj^ :  But,  tiU  I  read  uie  cfaronicfe  of 
6(Mnar%  I  inevier  heard  of  this  niiradle,  neither  was  it  ever 

m^nUoned 

S  Aecording  to  CIavigax>t  thit  place  wu  named  Madona  iella  Fittoria, 
whkli  was  ctamoyed  by  the  English  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
Gcntam  the  inbaUtuus  removuig  to  FUhlurmuaf  at  a  greater  distsnce 
irom  the  coast.— E. 
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coteca^ue'coiniiiiisfoii  with  whiich  tEey  wereenteiMtodi  vo^', 
fomiidi,  t&tt^the  diieft^  ifmnediate|jr  sent  fijlteeii  .uidiiftn^'l^ 
int4(»iiM iui^it^  with  their  faces  ftliudtened urfolf^ « 
<»ntnudn,  fHod  bearing  a  p^eseiit  of  fowls,  rotete4  |m#^at|fC 
mx».  Oofieo  received  t^  with  kmddeu}  bi^  A|Pi|fW 
mtJce  to  uoni  •narply,  aa^mg  that  we  were  diaj|)0«ed  tidi  Oreatj 
Wl^  the  chu^»  ana  iu)t  with  alavet,  Next  day  thfrtjr  m^Vef 
of  rank  #BM9  in  g(^  with  aiw>iher  pnaenti  ini!  ho^ 

g;ed permisuon  to  bury  their  j^ad,  that  tibeymfrht  notbe 
eaten  by  Iunm  and  tigers  '.  tnis  wab  juameoiateh'  graiitedi; 
and  thi^  proceeded  to  bury  and  inter  ^e  slain.  On  the  ts^\ 
hmuig  day*  ten  chiefs  arrived  in  great  ceremony  in  xu^ 
dresses,  who  reHpectfuOy  saluted  Cortes  aAd  the  rest  of  uv 
funugatii^  us  with  fragrant  gums ;  after  which  they'  asJlM 
INurdon  for  thc^  hostilities,  and  nromised  to  bf^fiave  w^-  ^t. 
the  futurie.  Cbrt^  told  them  with  a  severe  coiftit^iiuiee,  tl^' 
they  draerved  d(eath  for  having  ejected  our  fori^  owesiat 
peace  {  but  that  tkm  Carlos,  our  j^eat  sovereu^n,  had(  <>nrca:^, 
ed  us  tb'&vour  them  in  all  things  if  tluy  wouM  now  de»^rve 
it  by  peace  and  submissibri,  and  they  in||^t  be.  siire.  to  fedT 
the  enects,  of  our  vena^ce  if  tb(^  oc^n  revol^. '  tU  then 
ordered  a  cui^dn  to  be  fired'  off|  the  noise  of  which,  and  the 
effects  of  its  baO  amoiig  Che  adjoiiiiiig  woods,  filled  them  with 
terror,  as  they  believ^  it  to  De  some  tertibk  Uving  creature., 
The  most  sj^ijriiied  of  our  horses  was  then  brpuflht  bc^rc)' 
themj  so  managed  as  to  display  his  fierceness  andaiptiotf  (^ 
the  best  advantage,  which  impressed  the  natives  with  i^! 
stoihi^ment  and  awe.  ShorU^  after  twenty  Indims  arrived^ 
who  were  loafled  with  provisions  for  our  use;  and  after  .a 
long  conference,,  the  chiefs  topk  leaive  of  Cortes  and  with- 
drew, 

9  Hierc  vtt  no  lions  or  tigen  in  Anoka,  but  £urabe«ns  Iwve  loowly 
given  thew  name*  to  other  qiede*  of  the  same  genu^  mdi  aa  the  fielnr  (^icij- 
■rjagnart  F. dtKolororjaguarate;  aodF.conocdbr, or miiiu{  wbidlbitia 
often  oalM  the  American  Ikw,  aiMi  Um  j^piar  it  dM  Bfexiota  ^ 
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diAr.  nmdi  MHifltd  with  tin^  TUit  Wi  ««m'  viifted«o 
tlM  foUowioff  diqr  by  numy  diidk  of  the  nadibomriiur  dt- 
■tHcta,  nhp  bioi^t  iHtli  fM  jMsiMti  of  gdUte  1^  hi  tn- 
rigof  thaaeti  io«iie  like  haiui{ftMi,iuid  oiMta  hk  vim  U^m 
of  Virimip  inoiBiiiiib^  asHtuds,  dkteL'  lAid  dneits.  1%  pr*. 
•imA^hk  th^  i«me  time  three  dSidctei  tit  ooronett,  end  two' 
pfyee  of,  tjtfld  -  mpwnhling  the  sole  of  e  ihoe  or  sittidel,  with 
•Mbe  other  urtidei  of  amall  vAlne,  Ai  alio  'lOnie  fwy  Utf|pe 
linatlM.  But  the  pifeieiit  which  We  oonddeM  ••  meet  ^•f 
Ipafale^  wilk  t#en^  women ;  amonff  whota  wee  the  exoeUtbt* 
Dmu.  ^Hkfi^,  go  odkid  after  her  baptism.  Corte*  thanked 
the .  ck&efi  loir  ihe  preaetitB»  but  to|d  thetn  thAt  the  moat  <er^ 
tiUn  ngn  hfjpmoo  wciikl  "be  the  rtkata  tif  the  itthabitatt<l  to' 
the  town;*whidk  he  desired  ihioht  be  In  two  d4yt|  and  this 
WM  done  accoiding^.  He  lifewiae  esdiorted  them  to  i^ 
ifbpinoe  tlicir  idolatry»  explaining  the  mysteries  of  <ter  holy 
filiiU^  esp^&Uj^  those  parte  of  it  whiish  iire  iteraiclkted  by 
tlie  tiross,  and  the  it^$ge  Of  the  hohr  ^rgini  They  oaVO  a 
i^y  ass|nit  to  this,  the  caciqnes  demrin^  their  adOiv^tton 
df  ine '2V6f0P^j^a)  which  si^^ifles  the  gfeat  princess  in  their' 
Uujguage. 

;  Tha  ehlels  excused  thdr  late  hostilities,  allegiiw  that  they' 
hbd  been  instigated  to  attadc  us  by  the  ca^iqile  <tt  Chompc^-' 
ton,'Uidbyottr  interpreter  Melchoreja  who  had  deaerted. 
Cbrtes  was  anxiOus  to  nave  this  man  delivexed  up  to  him,  but 
wtt  told  that  he  had  fled  i  we  learned  aft)fcrwards  that  He  had 
bf^  B^fbriflieed.  On  being  ouesdOned  whence  they  procured 
their  goMy'tliey  answered^  tnat  it  cune  from  the  west«  Ire- 
^uei^  ivptotiltig  Ctdchua  and  Mexico,  wordb  we  did  not  then 
uff'dersfaifd]!  but  an  interpreter,  naihed  FVanciso,  who  had 
tieen  along  With  Gi^^aha,  thouji^  he  did  not  tinderstand  the 
^agaid^  of  Tabasco,  said  that  he  knew  Culdiua,  Which  he 
aII(efle(lJay  fiur  inh^  Ontheday  foilowihg,  halving  erected  a 
crlicl^  flind  biiilt  ati  altaT,  the  name  of  Tumsco  was  chaiUged 
to  that  of  Santa  MaiHa  de  la  Vittoria ;  ahd  on  this  occasion, 
the  twenty  Indian  wottien  who  had  been  presented  to  Cortes 
by  the  chiefs  were  baptized  by  Our  chaplain,  Olmedo,  who 

E reached  to  U)6m  many  good  things  of  dur  holy  faith,  Agui- 
ir  seeing  as  interpreter.  Cortes  gave  one  of  these  women 
to  each  of  his  captains.  These  were  the  first.  Christian  wo- 
men in  New  Spain. 

'  The  young  native  who  was  baptised  by  the  name  of  Donna> 
Marina  was  a  woman  of  high  rank>  which  she  ^ewed  in  her 
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tautDim  and  'apjpHttmb^  bf  a  bewitHbl  pc^rfeen  iH^comtitif 
iiiBo«^  »  ^ludk  gnitii  «ad  birii  a|^ijrH^  and  rendered  Ter^ 
mmi^tl  ticrtlow  Id  dit  aniMd  w  tivr  ciipeditioo.'  8N»  #aii  « 
maA^  49AW  til|Mi»  of  .PsifMUi,  in  lite  pMnoe  of  Guacat». 
aUatorCtalMtMSUo*^*'  Hff>9rtk6r  waa  prinoe  or  eadque  of 
Painalia  and  wveral  od^  ttfltricto,'  und^n  stfbj^etkMi  to  the 
empire  of  M^iob)  bnt  (fyiriff  while  alMi  was  ad  infant,  her> 
mother  inurrifld  another  cati^ii^t  by  #hom  ihe  hadil  ion, 
to  whom  they  wished  t»  givie  the  toecesrion  wtaek  ooffbt  to 
have  belo^^  to  Marida.  For  ihb  purpose  tbej  ||HYe  her 
awinr  prhratdy  to  some  iherchaiitfe  of  Xiedtktiuo',  ai  place  t^if 
the  bcnddrs  of  Tabasco  in  Yucuten^  gfvkiff  oat  dibt  she  waif 
d«ad,<  and  goin^  nitoinpuming  for  the  daughter  of  One  of 
thdr  siayei  who  ihcytiit  Uki»tini^,  and  was  mneh  of  the  sam^ 
aM,  lii^ie  raercbahtki  feokl  her  to  wttie  chief  |h  Tabasco^ 
by  wh6in  she  was  afterwards.  pnMnted'to  Cortlis;  ydha  pre^ 
sented  her  to  Pucrtdcarrerd )  'and  when  that  cavhlier  retiirAM 
ed  to  Spain,'  Cortes  took  her  to  hkiself,  and  had  a  son  t^ 
her,  ^tfuned  Don  Martin  Cortes,  who  became  a  kniriit  of  St 
J^|d  She  afterwards  married,  during  pur  expedition  to 
I^ueras,  a  cavalier^  named  Juan  Xaramiib.  During  the 
exj^ition  to  Higueras  in  Honduras,  in  the  year  15i!4,  iii 
which  she  acbomiHuiied  Cortes,  Ae  had  occasuon  to  see  lier 
mother  and  brother;  as  Cortes  8umm<Hicd  aU  the  neighbmilK 
ing  caciques  to  m«et  him  at  CoMzacualco,  soriong  whom 
they  came,  as  they  now  gowmed  thieir  territoiy  conjunctly, 
the  sea>nd  husband  being  dead;  On  seeing  Dooiia  Marina, 
the  old  lady  and  her  son  cried  bitti^rty,  bdng  afraid  of  being 
put  to  death }  but  Mariha  asiured  them  of  her  forgiveness^ 
saying  diat  she  thanked  Gon  their  intended  injury  had  been 
the  means  of  drawing  her  from  the  worship  ofidolsiothetrute 
ikith,  and  was  happier  in  having  a  son  by  her  lord  and  mas- 
ter Cortes,  and  in  the  husband  she  then  possessed,  than  if 
she  had  been  sovereign  of  all  New  Spain,  and  gate  them  at 
parting  a  handsome  present  of  gold.    I  was  personally  ac- 

qnainted 

10  £fi  thk  iicCDUttt  of  Donna  Marina,  tlie  bformation  nvM  by  ClavisCf 
roj  n.  9.  is  here'combined  witkUiat  of  Bemal  Oiaz,  and-the ortJiognpny 
of  the  Mexicaa  naitaei  of  places  has  been  correaed  thiMigfaont  fram  th^ 
former  writer,  a  native  of  New  Spain,  and  intimately  acqnainted  with  its 
language.  .  As  the  Mexicans  do  not.pronounce  the  letter,  r,  t^  lued  to  call 
her  Afo/iff/zM,  tzin  being  an  affix  of  dignity ;  from  whuh  the  is  still  re- 
membered in  Mexico  by  the  name  of  JlliEi/rffeAi.—-£.  ''■■''■ 
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qniunted' wltli  htr  ttQllMr  and  half  brodMr,  wbowert  both 
•ftorwwdt  buditd*  Um  Bother  fay  the  nalu  of  MiurUw,  and 
the  brodiftr  qr  thi^  of  Lanunii.  Doniui  Mwina  pfrfi)ci(]r 
ui^ntood  bar  aotivo  fangMg^  of  CnptiTBaIno,  ^Woii^  th« 
aamc  with  that  of  Mexico  |  and  ai  Um  oodd  likewiie  oon- 
vane  with  ^waSlax  in  tlie  Mi^  kogoige*  which  ii  qpokm  in 
Yucatan  andTTafaMOOi  we  thua  ao^iired  a  medium  of  inters 
coune  with  the  fimAnxmt  Thecahni,  and  other  nation*  of 
Anidiuae  or  Kew  Spain,  which  was  of  infinite  importance  to 
ui  in  the  aequd.  In  a  little  time  the  learnt  Uie  fi|Mnuh>  bv 
which  the  arcuitous  meam  of  douUe  interpretation  was  avoi»> 
ed.  ^  She  wat  always  fiuthiU  to  the  Sjpaniardif  to  whom  her 
Koices  were  of  the  very  highest  importance  {  an  the  not  o^y 
was  the  instrument  of  their  negociations  with  the  various  n»- 
tions  of  Anahuac,  but  often  saved  their  lives  by  giving  thou 
notice  of  dangers,  and  suggesting  the  means  of  avoiding 
them>  X^n  Martin  Cortes,  her  smi,  was  afterwards  most 
uiyustly  put  to  the  torture  at  Mexico  in  1568,  on  *ouie  vn* 
founded  suqMcion  of  intended  rebellion,  his  iniquitous  and 
barbarous  juobes,  paying  no  r^purd  to  the  memory  of  the  un- 
equalled services  rnidered  by  bis  parents  to  the  datbi^c  king 
and  the  Spanish  nation. 

We  remained  five  days  longer  In  T;i  fiasco,  taking  care  of 
Our  sick  and  wounded,  during  which  tmie  Cortes  usm  his  en- 
deavours to  conciliate  the  natives,  whom  he  enjoined  to  pre^ 
serve  their  aUcniance  :to  his  Catholic  mii^est^,  by  which  they 
would  secure  his  protection.  They  promised  faithfully  to 
perform  all  that  he  had  enjoined,  and  thus  became  the  first 
native  vassals  of  the  Spanish  monarchv  in  New  Spain.  On 
jPidm  Sunday,  with  the  aaostance  of  the  natives,  we  erected 
a  cross  made  of  a  laige  tfiVAa  tree,  on  the  field  where  Um  late 
bate  9  was  fought,  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  our  victory,  as 
this  tree  iias  the  power  of  reproducing  its  baric  'the  natives 
Attended  up  in  our  procession  to  adore  the  holy  image  of  ^^9 
cross,  and  they  likewise  assisted  us  in  our  preparations  tg  vt  • 
imbark,  our  pilots  wishing  to  get  away  from  this  part  o'  '■ 
coast,  the  anchoraffe  being  unsafe  for  the  ships,  as  the 
blew  stroi^lv  on  the  shore.  Every  thing  being  in  readiness, 
and  Cartas  having  tdcen  leave  of  the  natives,  we  all  embark- 
ed  on  the  ivening  of  Palm  Sunday,  and  set  sail  next  morn- 
ing for  St  f  ~r4i  de  Ulua.  While  we  proceeded  aloiu;  the 
coast,  such  ^^^  ns  as  had  be0\  there  before  along  with  Grijalr 
va,  poiL\^(l  <,r-it  w  f'.  trtea  th.  different  phices  wbiob  we  recol- 
lected ; 
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iMttd  i  Myii^bwt  k  /!« ll«M6/^  than  Tught  ar  8t  Aatc^ 
^rfot  th(H«  dw  rhier  of  CMbocmo/m,  the  ^errm  Hmmdot  or 
^kwiry  )foiiiitailM»  Mid  those  ofStlfiurtiii,  tb»  Baca  J^rtt- 
dki»  or  Plerpod  RMk.  tb»  rhrm  of  Atvfradoi  add  the  Van. 
dent,  /lif  AIpMii*  iUa.l^«nia^  Jib  iCi  iM  SnayfciM,  and 
early  hi  the  imidagti  Ho^  ThindMr,  SItt  Aoril,  we  ar- 
rive (  at  the  hartxmr  of  St  Jnaa  da  Uma.  While  we  were 
"  .1^  Mit  theae  placet  to  the  gentral,  Puettocarrero  came 
i;i>  9 .  . ' ,  layng :  **  Thca^  flant^emen  leem  tomake  an  ex- 
himtioii,  s*  wm  ahonld  iay»  Mce  you  have  tha  Monteiinoa 
c  '''rance«  here  you  see  the  great  and  fkmrMhing  city  of 
Parl%  and  so  forth :  Bat  I  aay/  here  you  have  the  land  of 
rithoti  and  lodk  well  to. your  moaaures.**  Cortda  perlmslly 
u  '^ntfitood  the  meaning  or  kiH  worda,  to  which  he  attxwered  i 
**  0<M>  fptukt  ttt  good  fortune  in  arms  like  the  pdbMlin  Or* 
londoj  for  havii^  aoch  gentlelMB  as  you  under  my  com* 
mand,  I  ihall  know  well  now  to  bring  our  enterpriie  to  a 
lu^y  conduMon*" 


SEcnoM  IV. 

Jbrival  oj  ike  Jrmaneni  'mt.  Si  Juan  de  IZfue,  and  aceount  9jf 
Occurrences  at  tkiU  Pkue, 

Aa  filready  mentioned,  me  arrived  at  the  port  of  St  Juan 
de  Ulua  on  the  evening  of  Holy  Thundmr,  the  Slat  ^^ntB 
1519,  where  we  came,  to  anchor,  Cortes  hoisting  the  royal 
standard  of  Spain.  In  about  h^  an  hour  after  our  arrivali 
two  laige  canoea  or  pkagaat  full  of  Mexicans  were  seen 
comii^  off  from  the  shove  towards  the  flag-fihip '.  On 
coming  aboard,  they  inqinred  for  the  Platoon,  or  general* 
who  was  pointed  out  to  them  by  Donna  Marina,  w&>  acted 
na  interpreter  on  the  occasion  with  the  ud  of  Aguilar.  She 
translated  the  speech  of  the  Mexicans  to  A^ilar  in  the  Ma* 
ja  language  of  Yucutan,  who  again  translated  that  to  Cortea 
in  &>ani8h.  The  rqdy  of  G>rtes  was  trandbrfkd  by  Aguilar 
to  Marina  in  Maja,  which  she  again  retranslated  to  the 
Mexicans  iu  their  language,  llie  Mexicans,  approaching 
*  Oortea 

1  Clavigero  denominatet  this  part  of  the  Mexican  em^  by  the  ifKom* 
muaicable  aane  ef  Chalctiluhcuecan.--^E. 


i16  Conquest  of  Mettico     ifktir  it.  iib6klU 

Cdiiis^itk  rtiuch  reelect,  taid  that  they  w4i!e  tent  to  wid£ 
upon  him  by  a  servant  of  their  sovereign  MiMetumOf  to  tn^ 
qnire  who  we  wcnre,  and  urbat  was  our  business ;  and  that^ 
if  we  were  in  want  of  any  thing,  thc^r  had  oi*ders  to  aUpply 
its*  Cortes  U^ked  Uieni  for  their  attention,  making  them 
a  ))refient  df  sdme  cut  fflass  aiid  other  toysy  and  invited  them 
to  partake  of  some  rcnreshmenis,  statina  that  he  had  come 
to  trade  with  them,  and  to  confer  with  their  kiiig  on  ailairs 
of  the  highest  importance^  assurihjg  them  that  no  one  shoiUd 
receive  any  injury,  but  tiiat  all  should  have  Beaton  to  be  Mtis- 
fied  with  his  visit  to  their  country. 

Next  diy  being  Qood  Friday,  We  diBembarked  the  ca- 
valry, artiUei^,  and  infantry,  on  the  sand  hilis  where  the 
city  of  New  Vera  Cruz  now  stands,  where  we  constniciCed 
huts  ibr  the  troops,  posting  the  artillery  for  the  protection  of 
our  cantonment,  and  erected  an  altar  for  pubUc  performance 
of  our  devotions.  Many  of  the  natives  came  to^vlsit  us  next 
day,  bringing  hatchets  with  them,  and  assisted  us  in  making 
our  huts  more  comfortable,  more  especially  that  of  our  ge- 
neral ;  they  ^Uo  brought  a  present  of  many  largo  cloths  or 
mantles  to  protect  Ub  trom  the  tiun,  fand  made  us  a  consider- 
able present  of  fowls,  bread,  and  plumbs,  and  some  gold. 
The  be&rers  of  this  pi'escnt  iilform^d  Cortes  thiit  the  gover- 
nor of  the  province  intended  to  wait  upon  him  on  the  second 
day  after,  being  Easter  Sunday,  the  24>th  of  April.  Accord- 
ingly TeHchtliley  tli^  ^^vernor,  came  at  the  time  specified,  ac- 
companied by  a  chief  nampd  Qitiilatpitoc*^  who  was  aflcr<- 
wards  named  Ovandillot  with  a  great  retinue  bearing  vaiious 
articles  of  provisions  with  Amch-  ceremony  and  respect. 
These  men  advanced,  making  three  profound  reverences  to 
Cortes  and  the  soid/crs  who  Were  with  him ;  and,  after  ex- 
changing civilities,  Cortels  ordered  mass  to  be  performed  in 
their  presence,  oiler  which  he  and  tho  two  Mexican  lords 
with  several  Spanish  officers,  sat  down  to  dinner.  When 
thi>  was  over,  he  informed  the  Mexican  chiefs,  that  he  was 
the  servant  of  the  greatest  king  in  the  World,  who  had  sent 
him'  to  visit  their  sovereign,  whose  tame  had  reached  him, 

and 

a  fta  the  work  of  Bernal  Diaz,  the  names  of  these  two  Mexican  chiefs  are 
*rendile  and  Pitalpito(-ue.  We  have  here  adopted  the  orthography  of 
Clavigero  in  preference,  becaui>e  he  appears  to  have  perfectly  understood 
!h»5  Mexican  language  j  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  in  the  sequel  without 
farther  notice^  as  often  as  his  work  enables  tis  to  do  it  with  certainty.— E. 
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and  who  had  ordered  him  to  oommunicate  lome  aSaivs  of  the 
greatest  in^rtance.      To  this  Teuchtlile  ancvfered  some^ 
<wrhat  haughtily :  **  You  ai^  only  just  arrived  in  this  land,  and 
yet  6peak  already  of  seeing  our  king:  receive  in  the  mean- 
time this  present  which  he  has  sent  you,  and  wo  shall  speak 
of  other  thingH  hereafter."     He  tlien  took  from  a  j^f/Zacd/ii, 
or  basket  of  reeds*  many  admirably  wroiu^t  toys  of  gold, 
with  various  artificial  works  in  coloured  teathers,  which  he 
presented  to  Cortes,  together  with  ten  loads  of  fine  garments 
pf  white  cotton,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  provisions,  such 
fts  fowls,  fruit,  and  roasted,  fish.     There  were  many  other 
articles  in  the  present  made  on  this  occasion  whi(ih  l  do  not 
HQw  rembmber  the  particulars  of,  as  it  is  long  ago.    Cortes 
presented  them  in  return  with  ar^fidal  diamonds,  and  re< 
quested  they  would  encourage  the  natives  to  barter  with  us* 
which  th^  engaged  to  do.     We  aflerwards  learnt  that  these 
Mexican  chien  were  the  governors  Cr  Hachtlan^  Tustepequc^ 
CuetzpallepeCi   Tlacatlalpan,  and  other  districts,  which  had 
hedn  lately  reduced  under  the  Mexican  empire.    Cortes  then 
produced  a  i'ichly  carved  and  painted  armrchair,  some  ar^ifif 
icial  jewck  called  mar^a;i/as '  enydoped  in  perfumed  cotton, 
.a  string  of  artificial  diamonds,  and  a  crimson  velvet  montero 
cap  ornunented  with  a  gold  medal  of  St  George  killing  the 
dragon  ;  which  he  requested  Tewhtlile  to  convey  to  Mot^te- 
zuma  88  a  present  from  the  king  of  Spain,  and  to  ugnity4)is 
request  to  be  permitted  to  wait  upon  him.     The  chief  made 
answer,  that  his  sovereign  would  assuredly  be  happy  to  hold 
intercourse  with  ours,  and  that  he  should  convey  u  true  re- 
port of  this  request  to  Montezuma,  who  would  instruct  him 
iwhat  answer  he  should  make. 

Some  ai)le  Mexican  painters  accompanied  the  two  chiefs 
f>n  this  occasion,  who  drew  accurate  representations  of  Cor^ 
tes  and  the  other  Spanish  officers  and  sokliers,  of  DoQna 
Marina,  Aguilar,  and  every  circumstance  that  seemed  worthy 
of  remark,  even  our  dogs,  guns,  and  balls,  in  order  to  convey 
exact  information  to  Montezuma.  On  perceiving  this, 
Cortes  ordered  the  cannon  to  be  loaded,  and  ordered  the  ca- 
valry to  be  exercised  hi  their  presjsnce  under  Alyarado.  He 
.drew  off  the  attention  of  the  chiefs  as  if  by  ac,cident,  aud  had 
the  cannon  discharged  without  any  previous  notice.     The 

prodigious 
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pirodigioiu  noiiieof  the  exploiion,  and  the  strange  effects  of  the 
balls  among  the  ti^ees,  imprewed  the  natives  tnth  terror  and 
amazement,  yet  their  painters  endeavoured  to  represent  even 
this  for  the  information  of  their  king.  Teuchtlile  hiu>pen«l  to 
notice  a  partly  gilt  hehnet^  on  one  of  our  soldiers,  whicn  he  said 
resemUedone  which  had  belonged  to  their  ancestors,  and  which 
was  now  placed  on  the  head  of  Huitzilopochtli,  their  god  of 
war,  and  which  he  wished  to  carry  along  with  Uiem  to  Itf  on- 
tezuma.  Cortes  immediately  complied  with  his  request,  say- 
ing that  it  would  be  proper  to  return  it  full  of  grains  of  gold, 
as  a  fit  present  for  our  empieror,  in  order  to  see  whether  the 
gold  of  Mexico  was  the  same  with  that  of  Spain.  Teucht- 
lile now  took  leave  of  Cortes,  assuring  him  that  he  would 
very  soon  return  with  an  answer  from  Montezuma.  Our 
presents,  and  intelligence  of  all  that  had  passed  at  this  inter- 
view, .were  conveyed  with  amazing  rapidity  to  Montezuma 
by  this  officer,  who  was  as  much  distinguished  for  swiftness 
of  foot  as  for  his  high  rank.  Montezuma  was  particularly 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  helmet,  as  it  Impreraed  him 
strongly  with  the  opinion  that  we  were  destined  by  heaven  to 
acquire  thetrule  over  Ihs  empire'.  On  the  departure  of 
Teuchtlile,  the  other  chief,  Cuitlalpitoc,  took  up  his  residence 
in  a  temporary  building  near  the  camp,  whence  his  people 
supplied  the  table  of  Cortes  with  provisions,  and  our  soldiers 
procured  subsistence  by  means  of  barter  with  tlie  natives. 

At  the  end  of  six  or  seven  days,  Teuchtlile  returned  to  the 
camp,  accompanied  by  more  than  an  hundred  men  bearing 
presents  from  Montezuma.  He  had  another  Mexican  chief 
along  with  him,  named  Qtiintalbor  °,  who  had  so  strong  a  re- 
semblance  to  our  general,  that  the  soldiers  always  call^  him 
tke  other  Cortes.  On  coming  into  the  presence  of  Cortes, 
the  ambassadors  touched  the  ground  with  their  hands,  which 
they  kissed  in  token  of  respect,  and  then  fumigated  him  and 

the 


4  CUvigero  calls  thu  a  gilt  muk  or  viior.— E. 

5  Accoi^ing  to  Clavigero,  there  was  an  ancient  tradition  current  aiiaong  the 
Mexicans,  that  Quetzalcoatl,  their  god  of  the  air,  had  disappeared  long  ago, 

Rromising  to  retiun  after  a  certain  period,  and  to  govern  them  in  peace  and 
apmness ;  and  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  Spaniards  on  their  coast,  ob- 
serving  certain  marks  of  resemblance  between  them  and  their  mythological 
notions  of  this  god,  they  believed  their  god  of  the  air  had  returned,  and  was 
about  to  resume  the  government. — E. 

6  Clavigero  alleges  that  this  name  neither  is  nor  can  be  Mexican,  but 
does  not  correct  the  orthography. — E.  ^ 
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the  rest  of  the  Spaniards  with  incense.    After  some  conver- 
sation, the  presents  were  diupkyed  on  mats  and  mantles 
spread  out  on  the  ground.    The  fint  was  a  plate  of  oold,  as 
large  as  a  coach  wheel,  most  admirably  wrought,  and  repre- 
senting the  sun  \  said  to  exceed  the  value  of  20,000  crowns. 
The  hext  was  an  equally  well  wrought  plate  of  silver,  but 
lar^,  rmresenting  the  moon.    The  helmet  was  returned  as 
desired,  fiill  of  native  grains  of  gold  to  the  value  of  aOOO 
crowns ;  but  the  information  with  this  circumstance  conveyed 
to  us  of  the  richness  of  the  mines  of  this  country  was  inesti- 
mable.   There  were  then  displayed  a  number  of  toys  or  or^ 
naments  of  gold,  remarkably  well  executed,  resembling  vai'ious 
«nimals,  as  deers,  da^,  lions,  tigers,  apes,  ducks,  &c.  twelve 
arrow«,  a  bow  witli  its  cord,  two  rods  like  those  used  by  offi- 
cers of  justice,  five  ^ms  Ion?,  ten  collars,  and  many  other 
omammts,  all  cast  or  moulded  in  fine  gold.    There  were 
likewise  several  representations  of  plumes  of  feathers  in  filla- 
gree  work,  some  of  sold  and  others  of  silver,  with  several  fans 
of  the  same  material,  and  some  beautiful  plumes  of  green 
feathers.    There  were  likewise  thir^  loads  of  the  finest  cot- 
ton doth,  and  many  other  articles  which  I  do  not  now  re- 
member. The  ambassadors  then  made  a  speech,  in  which  they 
desired  Cortes  'to  accept  tliis  present  in  the  same  spirit  of  good 
will  in  which  it  was  sent  by  their  sovereign,  and  to  divide  it 
among  the  teutes  ^  who  accompanied  him.    They  also  deli- 
vered the  following  message  from  Montesuma:  "  He  re- 
joiced to  hear  of  the  arrivfu  of  so  many  valiant  men  in  his 
empire ;  should  be  happy  to  see  our  sovereign  and  tc  inter- 
change presents  with  him,  and  would  render  us  every  service 
in  his  power }  but  that  a  visit  to  his  court  would  be  attended 
with  numerous  difficulties,  as  the  way  to  it  is  through  barren 
deserts  and  the  countries  of  inimical  nations,  and  he  could 
not  therefore  wish  us  to  attempt  the  journey."    Cortes  re- 
ceived this  message  with  the  appearance  of  much  good  hu- 
mour, and  presented  the  ambassieulors  with  fine  HoUand  shirts 

and 

7  According  to  Clavlgero,  this  plate  wn  thirty  palms  of  Toledo  in  cir- 
(Sumference,  and  was  worth  lo^oo  sequins;,  representing  what  he  calk  the 
Mexican  centan/t  or  rather  cycle  of  fifty-two  years,  and  having  the  sun  in 
the  centre. — E. 

8  By  Clavigero  this  expression  is  made  Teuetin,  which  he  says  signifies 
lords  or  gentlemen  as  applied  to  all  iht  Spaniards ;  and  that  this  word  hav 
ing  some  resemblance  to  Tete»»  the  Mexican  term  for  geds,  made  them  be- 
lieve that  they  were  coasidered  as  god*  by  the  Mexicam^— E. 
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and  othw  artidei  of  smaU  value  i  but  made  them  the  foUoiv* 
ing  reply :  **  That,  after  having  passed  so  great  an  extent  of 
sea,  he  could  not  possiUy  return,  without  exectttu%  the  or- 
ders of  his  sovereign,  which  were  to  wait  upon  the  great  Mon- 
tezuma  in  person,  and  to  communicate  to  him  matters  of 
great  importance  which  he  waa  coinmanded  to  .deliver.*'  The 
ambassadors  relied,  that  they  would  convey  his  message  to 
their  sovereign,  but  gave  no  hopes  of  bringing  back  a  favour* 
able  answer.  Cortes  made  up  &  second  present  for  Monte- 
zuma out  of  our  small  means,  consitting  of  a  Venice  drinking 
glass,  curiouKly  gilt  and  ornamented  with  figures,  three  fine 
shirts,  and  some  other  articles  of  EunH)ean  manufiicture,  with, 
which  the  ambassadors  returned  to  Mexico,  leaving  Quitlal? 
pitoc,  as  formerly,  to  supply  our  camp  with  provisions. 

As  the  uninhabited  sand  hanks  on  which  we  were  encamp- 
ed were  much  infested  with  mosquitos,  and  seemed  unfit  ror 
a  settlement,  Cortes  sent  Francisco  dc  Montejo  with  two 
small  shipS)  to  examine  the  coast  in  search  of  a  port  in  a 
better  situation  for  a  colony.  He  accordingly  proceeded 
along  the  coast  as  fiur  as  the  river  of  Panuco,  whicn  the  cur- 
rents prevented  bim  from  passing,  and  on  his  return  he  re- 
ported that  ihc  cmly  place  lie  couid  find  for  the  purpose,  was 
a  town  or  fortress  called  Qitiabuistlan  ',  twelve  leagues  iirom 
St  Juan  de  Ulua,  near  which  there  was  a  harbour  which  his 
pilot  said  was  sheltered  from  the  north  wind.  This,  place  was 
afterwards  called  Puerto  del  Nombre  Feo,  from  its  resem- 
blance to  a  harbour  of  that  name  in  Spain.  Montejo.  em- 
ployed ten  or  twelve  days  in  this  expedition,  in  which  time 
Quitlalpitoc  became  exc^ingly  remiss  in  supplying  our 
wants,  so  that  we  began  to  be  in  great  distress  for  provisions. 
The  bread  and  bacon  we  hod  brought  from  Cuba  became 
rotten,  and  we  must  have  starved  but  for  our  success  in  fish- 
ing, as  the  few  natives  who  occasionally  brought  fowls,  for 
sale  valued  them  much  higher  than  they  nad  done  at  the  first. 
After  waiting  a  long  time  with  much  impatience,  Teuchtlile 
returned  to  the  camp  alone,  the  other  ambassador  having 
fallen  ill  by  the  way.  He  delivered  a  present  of  ten  loads  of 
the  finest  cotton  garments,  four  jewels  resembling  emeralds, 
>  Called  cakhihuisy  so  highly  valued  by  the  Mexicans,  that  he 

said 


9  Chiahuitztia,  near  which  Vijia  Rir»  de  la  Vera  Cruz,  the  first  Spanish 
settlement  in  Mexico  was  built :  JUt  which  was  afterwards  removed  to  the 
dry  sands  at  St  Juan  de  Ulua,  wber«  Verti  Cru^,  the  port  of  Mexico,  nqw 
stands. — £. 
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wid  each  was  wortli  mora  than  a  load  of  cold,  and  baidea 
^cae,  aomt  gokl  oroamanta  to  the  value  ofSOOO  (crOfmi;  and 
aome  omamental  iNNrk  in  feathan.  After  ddivering  thii  pro- 
sent,  Teuhtlile  said/ that  Mhrntexoma  desked  to  have  no  inoro 
mesMges,  and  that  henceforth  all  fiurther  intercourse  betweoi 
the  Spuiiards  and'  Mexico  most  oease.  Though  nni6h  morti- 
fied at  thb  refiisal,  Ck>rtes  ttuule  a  polite  atts«^{  after  which, 
turning  to  some  of  us  who  were  present,  he  said,  "  Assuredly 
this  is  a  great  and  rich  kiiiff;4md,  with  the  permisidop  of 
Of^  we  must  see  him.''^  To  whidi  we  all  answered  that  we 
were  readv  to  march  at  his  command.  At  thb  mogient  the 
bell  toUed  for  the  jive  Maria,  and  we  all  fell  oa  our  knees 
before  the  holy  cross.  Hie  Mexfban  chie6  were  curious  to 
know  the  meaninff  of  all  this,  and  asked  why  wo  adored  that 
piecfipf  wood.  On  this,  at  line  susgestion  of  Cortes,  Fatli^ 
ObiMOO  explained  the  mystery  oime  cross,  by  "drtue  of  which 
the  evil  spirits  were  chased  away,  and  en^voured  to  in- 
struct them  in  the  principles  of  Christiam'^,  representing  ^e 
abaminatioii  of  their  idolatry,  and  the  barbarity  of  their  hu- 
man sacrifices,  the  putting  a  stop  to  which  was  the  principal 
object  of  our  voyase  to  their  country.  He  then  shewed  diem 
an  imaoe  of  the  Holy  Virgin  with  the  child  Jesus  in  her 
arms,  desiring  than  to  take  it  with  them  and  adore  it,  and 
to  plant  similmr  crosses  to  that  they  now  saw  in  their  temples 
instead  of  their  accursed  images.  Teuhtlile  promised  that  he 
would  relate  every  thing  he  had  seen  and  heard  to  his  80ve> 
rekni,  and  went  his  way. 

At  this  time  considerable  quantities  of  gold  were  brougfiiC 
by  the  natives  to  barter  with  the  soldiers  for  tojrs,  but  very 
few  provisions,  so  that  we  were  forced  to  pay  away  this  sold 
again  to  our  mariners  for  fishj  as  otherwise  we  should  have 
been  reduced  to  absolute  want.  Cortes  was  perfectly  aware 
of  this  private  traffic,  which  however  he  considered  as  tend- 
ing to  advance  his  own  schemes,  although  he  careiully  con- 
cealed his  opinions  on  the  subject ;  but  the  adherents  of  Ve- 
laaouez  Ytegui  to  express  much  displeasure  at  the  practice, 
ana  demanded  of  Cortes  to  take  such  measures  as  might  bring 
all  the  gold  into  a  public  stock  under  the  charge  of  a  common 
treasurer,  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned.  Cortes  immedi- 
ately complied  with  their  requisition,  and  appointed  Oonzalo 
Mexia  to  this  office ;  but  said  angrily  to  those  who  had  in- 
sisted on  this  regulation,  **  Our  brave  companions  are  sufier- 
ing  under  a  scarcity  of  provisions,  ancl  I  connived  therefore 
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^M^iftfi  trifUpgilniiBcin  gold  wbifdi  Ihejr  ktAVie  been  isan^ing 
m$  ]mmn9  m»  kaa/fi  gmt  pnwpwto  Mfoie  m  of  a<x|«innff 
jauch  tiwakh.  {  huve  oov  pradaimed  ttue  i«galBtJoii»  whkih 
ypu  hwe  4einan4e4  <  aod  we  shttt  8«9  in  future  Ihrnir,  the  ffiir 
(^Afm  w^  1»?  #Me;U>  proeni^  food."  ISopn  afterwards  we  fowid 
jijlMit  al)  ^  ]Sfe¥Ji)BfU9B  1m4  quittcid  our  neighbwu'hood  wUliiMtf 
^fifjm  imfCp  nj^  we  learned  in  tbe  aeqpl  bad  hee«  dpne 
fiy  c»id^  frqpi  Motvtefiuma,  who  bad  reM^ved  to  allow  of  op 
^Mlher  wtwcouyrse  |bietwec»  us  and  hii  empire.  This  89ve- 
jp^jm..W4(>  iiT^renidyiMgpiited  tx>.the  idojabrods  vor^tpintflr 
l^isVfadjHi  his  dwiinions,  saewfii^itig  boj^s  eviery  d»y  to  his 
£4*6  giuds,  tba^  tbey  md\i  dinact  his  proceedii^.  The 
miiaiif^ifficafdi^s^  proteoded,  that  the  g^  hod  prohibSted 
/[;bei»9C|i|tipB  of  the  cross  tfito  M^ioo«  and  had  forhtfi- 
4m  wy  Mlier  i^tereourae  with  the.  j^panjards.  Tbkgave 
<099a!HW  jto  the  ^removal  of  QuUlajpjtoc  and  Ms  atteDoaHtSt 
Jm  whiph  we  deeiped  k  neioessary  to  prepiure  agaiiwt  |ipproa!(^-> 
wg  hoftMj^tie^  «H  pwr  remahiiug  pnivisions  facing  n»noyed  to 
ih/f  44ps  for  seourltys  and  theiitmost  vigilance  enjoiofld  in 
.ihp  .fim>  in  case  of  any  #udden  wttaick' 

"\Vbi^  ^1  thw  st^te  of  uncertainty  and  alarms  I  and  aiio<- 
th?r  vMifT  lvi(^ned  ojqie  day  to  he  standing  on  guaid  on 
the  safids  at  some  distance  frpin  the  camp,  when  we  obsenred 
five  natives  approachii^  towards  us^.    As  they  wore  so  few» 
we  djd  not  phoose  U>  oc^nsion  any  unnece88iu7  ahUrui*  md  air 
Jowed  ^ifan  to  draw  near.    They  «#iuted  us  in  »  friendly 
manner,  and  desired  by  signs  to  be  conducted  to  ow  gene^- 
ra)>    Leaving  my  comrade  at  tl^e  outpiMl,  {  attendisd  them 
to  the  camp,  beuig  then  yoimg  and  active,  though  now  old 
and  wO{m  down  with  fatigues.     These  Indians  were  very 
djl^nent  in  their  appearance  from  ^e  Mcxicans>  and  ttpoke  a 
difiefent  language  called  the  TotAUaquean.    They  wore  large 
rings  of  stone  painted  blue  ip  their  ears,  and  bad  some  iine 
f.   leaves  of  ffold  depending  from  their  lips.     When  I  presented 
them  before  Cortes,  they  saluted  him  w^ith  great  reveirence, 
giving  the  title  of  LqpeluciOf  which  signiQes  lord  m  their 
Mnguage.    But  as  their  language  was  not  undentopd  by 
any  of  our  interpreters.  Donna  Mariua  ftsked  ifi  MexicfU)  if 
any  of  them  could  speak  that  tongue,  on  which  twq  of  them 
said  they  did.    They  now  delivered  their  message  in  the 
Mexican  language,  spying,  That  their  lord,  who  was  chief  of 
the  city  of  CnemppaUa,  luid  sent  them  to  congratulate  us  on 
our  arr[vaJ,  and  would  be  proud  to  serve  such  v^iaqt  m^n  Ps  he 
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told  we  were^  kHA  would  ham  watted  vfon  «•  tooner* 
but  Ittul  not  dated  to  apptoadi  the  eanp  from  Areadof  Iho 
people  of  Cukhmt,  wno  were  witb  us.  Cortn  wat  muoii 
pleiuwd  t»disooTer  fay  this' embaMV,  that  Montosuma  had 
eiiemiM  in  the  cpwutgf,  who  bore  m»  yoke  with  impatieoowi 
he  treated  theii  people  therefore  with  anveh  kindneti*  mi 
dinhiMcd  them  with  preaents,  desiriaff  them  to  return  thanka 
to  their  diief  for  his  cottrteay,  ana  that  he  wouhl  f&y  him 
an  amicable  risit  as  soon  ae  poasible. 

lihe  aandi  on  which  we  had  so  long  oioamped  were  much 
infested  by  the  small  mosquito  or  sand-fly,  which  is  the  mosi 
'^troublesome  of  all,  and  would  hardly  ever  allow  us  to  sleep  i 
omr  bread  was  all  spoiled,  and  oiir  bacon  became  rottoi,  and 
we  had  hardly  now  any  thing  to  eat  The  faction  of  Velast 
qua%  and  thme  who  had  left  comfortable  plantation*  in  the 
island  of  Cuba,  Iwbame  very  impatient  of  oar  present  sitmii* 
tion,  which  certainly  rrauired  a  speedy  chai^,  and  Cortea 
therefore  proposed  to  take  possession  of  the  fortified  town  of 
ChiaAuitzaaf  near  the  new  harbour  which  Montejo  had  disoor 
vored.  The  persons  already  mentioned  were  much  dissatisfied 
withl  ihis  intended  movement,  complaining  that  our  force 
was  utadequate  to  encounter  the  nadves  of  this  vast  country^ 
h^viny;  already  lost  more  than  thirty-five  of  our  number  j  and 
that  tne  proper  proceeding  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
was  to  return  to  Cuba,  and  r^xnrt  to  Velasquez  all  that  bad 
been  done  hitherto.  Cortes  replied  to  these  remonstrances. 
That  we  had  no  cause  as  yet  to  complain  of  fortune,  the 
deaths  that  had  happened  being  the  ordinarjr  fate  of  war  i 
that  it  was  our  own  mult  if  we  wanted  provisions  in  a  land  of 
pSen^  {  and  that  it  would  be  disgraceful  to  quit  the  countnr 
without  seeing  more  of  it,  which,  with  the  blessing  of  Godf, 
he  was  resolved  to  attempt.  This  reply  somewhat  calmed  the 
remonstrants^  but  by  no  means  extinguished  the  spirit  of  the 
malcontent  party.  Cortes  had  obtained  the  concurrence  of 
many  of  the  oflBcers  and  companions  in  a  scheme  for  am)oint* 
ing  him  to  the  independent  command  of  the  expedition, 
among  whom  were  Puertocarrevo,  the  Alvarados,  De  Oli, 
Escalente,  De  Lugo,  and  myself  i  but  this  was  suspected  by 
I^nteio,  who  closely  watched  all  our  proceedings.  One 
night,  Puertocarrero,  Escalente,  and  De  Lu^,  who  was  my 
distant  relation,  came  very  late  to  my  hut,  desiring  me  to  take 
my  urms  and  join  Cortes  who  was  going  his  rounds.  On 
leaving  the  hut,  these  gentlemen  informed  me  they  wished  to 
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hiye  sonM  eoiiterMtioii  with  me  out  of  hearing  of  my  cop»> 
Mileii^  who  belonged  to  the  party  of  VdaiOiief»  aaying,  **  Se- 
nior del  Cantillo.  vou  have  now  \isited  tnit  coiintxy  a  third 
tine  to  yottir  great  low.  Cortes  has  deceived  ns,  bavbg  re- 
presented in  Cuba  that  he  was  authorised  to  establish  a  colo- 
ny! whereas  it  now  iqppears  he  has  only  powers  to  trade, 
and  Means  to  return  to  Cuba,  when  all  the  wealth  we  have 
fltequifed  will  V  given  up  to  Ve)aEtj|Ue2.  Many  of  us  have  re^ 
solved  to  take  possession  of  this  country  under  Cortes  tar  his 
majesty,  dacting  Cortes  for  our  general  Ontil  the  royal  pTeu- 
sure  is  made  Known,  and  we  expect  your  vote  on  this  occa- 
sion.'' I  concurred  with  them  heartify  in  this  plan }  and  we 
went  through  all  the  huts  of  the  camp,  canvassing  votes  for 
Cort«Hi. 

'>  This  aiRiir  became  soon  known  to  the  party  of  Velasques;, 
which  was  more  numerous  than  ours,  and  its  leaders  haughti- 
ly demanded  of  Corses  to  desist  from  these  underhand  deal- 
ings, as  it  vra»  his  duty  to  return^  to  Velasquez,  because  we 
were  not  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a  colony.  Cortes 
answered  mildly,  that  he  Would  return  immediatelv ;  biit  we 
<^  thd  other  party  exclaimed  against  this  resolution ;  saying 
(hat  he  had  deceived  us  by  pretending  to  have  a  commission 
to  coloniise,  when  it  now  appkired  lie  only  mcunt  to  trade, 
and  we  now  demaiided  bim  to  fulfil  his  original  engagement 
with  us,  as  most  conducive  to  the  service  of  God  and  the 
king.  We  asserted  that  mOre  soldiers  would  soon  join  us,  if 
we  were  once  established ;  and  that  he  tod  Velasquez  had 
drawn  us  to  our  ruin,  by  giving  us  hopes  of  a  settlement, 
which  was  now  denied ;  and  we  insisted  on  Cortes  accepting 
the  command  of  us,  who  were  determined  to  try  our  fortunes 
in  this  new  country,  while  such  as  chose  to  return  to  Cuba 
were  welcome  to  depart.  Cortes,  after  affecting  for  some 
time  to  refuse  our  offer,  at  length  complied,  and  was  appoint- 
ed by  us  captain-general  and  supreme  magistrate,  in  the  name 
t>f  the  king,  and  witliout  dependence  on  Velasquez.  The 
wont  part  of  the  business  was,  that  we  assigned  him  a  fifth 
port  <if  ellthe  gold  which  might  be  acquired,  aflier  deducting 
the  share  beionging  to  the  king.  Being  now  formally  invest- 
ed by  us  vrith  tne  supreme  auUiority,  of  which  a  formal  in- 
stftmneht  was  drawn  up  by  Diego  de  Godoy,  the  royal  no- 
tairy,<CortiQs  proceeded  immediately  to  the  settlement  of  a 
tbwn,  which  was  denominated  Villa  Rica,  dc  la  Vera  Cruz, 
It  was  called  Tr'//a  Ricaf  because  of  the  words  of  Pucrtbcar- 
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Is  FtrtfCriu,  baiKUo  lie  arrived  «t  tbis  place  on  Holy  Xbnn* 
day  and  dueplMUrlEed  oh  Good  Friday.  .  On  thii  aeiadtm 
ivto  decU4  ^^1  magbtratM  of  the  new  colony  i  Puertor 
i;arrero  and  B^tqo  being  the  two  fint.dcaldc^  P«di»de 
Ahanidocuitein  of  the  expeditiona,  Chriitoval  deQli  wAmlrt 
^e  campo,  Jtaan  de  Eicaleote  alguazil  maior,  OomalaMeKii 
tn^urer,  Alonzo  de  Avila  contador,  ti^rral  itaiidard'4iearer', 

Ooboc^  Viscanio  and  Alonao  Romero  military  «lguacilfe,' a 

•These  %tef»  gave  great  ofience  to  the  faction  of  yelaaquei^ 
insomuch  that  they  u^ed  many  mutinoui  .acpEeMioni#uaad 
were  ahnost  ready  to<  proceed  to  acts  of  violenoe*  ;Th^^ 
dared  that  they  wonld  not  submit  to  the  aaurped  autluNnty 
of  Cortes,  bein^  resolved  to  retmrn  to  Cluba«  acoording  to 
the  orders  and  instructions  of  Velasquea.    Owtat  dcdacad 
that  he  had  no  desire  to  detain  any  iwainst  tl^ir  inclination^ 
even  if  he  should  remain  fdoUe.    l^is  pacified  many  of  the 
malcontents;  but  Juan  Velasquez  de  Leon»  Diego deOsdaa, 
Escobar,  Escudero,  and  some  others  were  so  violent  in  their 
oppoisition,  that  Cortes  was  obliged  to  have  them  frvested, 
and  they  were  detained  for  some  time  in  irpm.    Bv  a  |irivate 
concert  With  Cortes,  Juan,  de  J^calente  demanded  oy  our  att> 
thority,  that  the' ioptructions  from  Velasquez  should  .be  pro- 
duced, thid:  we  midhi  be  enabled  to  lay  a  detailed .  account  of 
the  whole  proceedings  before  the  king  for  our  justifioation* 
Hie  tOAOr  of  these  was,  '*'Tq  return  as  sppn  as  we  had  pro- 
cured all  the  gold  which  could  be  hadJ'    This  appeared  af- 
terwards to  have  been  a  very  necessary.  preoautioQv^l^  the 
Meps  which  were  taken  against  us  by  Bon  Juan  Bodriguisz 
de  Fonseca,  bishop  of  Burgos  and  archbishop  of  Bossano.  : 


J   -'  '3ECTIOM  V. 

'The  Spanish  Armjf  advances  intq  the  Country^  and  anMcowU 
%^    of  their  Proceedings  be/ore  commencinq  the  March  to  Mexico^ 

<  ^  T,HS  hardships  we  now  endured  for  want  6f  prpvisuNU 
■  required  immediate  relief,  and  Alvarado  was  detached  with 
a  party  of  an  hundred  soldiers,  to  search  the  country  for 
maize  and  other  provisions.   These  now  sent  were  mostly  of 
I  the  party  of  VeUsquez,  as  it  was  thought  prudent  that  the  ad* 
.herents  of  Cortes  should  reqaain  with  him  in  a  body.    Alva- 
rado 
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ndQ  MtfciMd  to  wveid  aiudl  TiOuM  bdimging  to  tlie  db> 
«riot  df  Cbtfitfm,  wh^i  be  fcund  <&ertad  bj  the  bbiibittfith 
ilho  had  ntiral  on  li|i  qii>ixMidi.  In  Um  teinpleii  be  ibnnd 
mnaSi  boJiw  of  nwn  siki  boyi  noeiitly  ucrifieM,  aiid  the 
Hone  kniivt  wt  naokuff  with  whidi  the  Mkiierible  otoonoiqr 
iMd  bMD  fmnameL  Toe  limb*  bad  been  MWcd  ftom  die 
•od  taken  inray  to  be  eaten*  as  unr  ped^ile  wtie  fn^ 
Our  ioldien  were  cxceeduiffljr  ihocked  at  then  abo- 
JOMMii  bntsnoh  were leen iMr  ns evoTwhere m ote 
jnfter-yhyrw  through  the  country.  In  then  TiUacet,  ibon- 
4iBoe  or  pravisioM  were  procured,  which  were  otong^t  to 
^  ^^eo^jpi  bat  nothing  che  was  brou^  eway,  as  Cortes  had 
■triothr  forbidden  them  to  touch  any  thing  eise.  They  re- 
turned with  the  provisions  and  two  prisoners  to  the  camp, 
ivhere  wo  were  all  reioiced  in  the  novelty  of  good  fiure.  Cor- 
Am,  bjr  his  address  and  good  management,  soon  drew  over 
■UMiy  of  the  adherents  of  Velasquea  to  his  interest,  gaining 
jome  by  the  unfiuling  influence  of  gold,  and  others  bjr  pro- 
mnm»  By  these  means,  havii^  brought  the  prisoners  from 
the  Bhips,in  which  they  had  been  hitherto  confined,  he  at>> 
ladled  lAost  of  theta  sincerely  to  his  party,  and  in  a  few  days 
let  them  all  at  liherty.  We  now  proceeded  towai:.<)s  the  for- 
tress of  Chiahaitstla,  and  passed,  durinff  the  m&ri:^i,  &  laige 
£sh  which  had  been  cast  ashore.  W^  arrived  at  a  river 
•whore  the  town  <£  Vera  Cruz  now  stands,  and  crossed  to  a 
village  on  the  opposite  side  in  the  district  dependent  on  the 
town  of  ChempoaUa.  Iti  some  temples  belonging  to  this  vil- 
lage, we  £(yund  the  instruments  and  remains  of  human  sacri- 
fices, large  quantities  of  parrots  feathers,  and  certain  books 
made  ctf"  a  kind  d^pqper,  raided  up  like  Spanish  doth.  From 
this  village  we  alter^  our  line  of  march,  which  had  been  hi- 
therto along  the  coast,  and  advanced  inland  towards  the  west, 
when  we  came  into  an  ^tensive  plain  without  any  beaten 
track,  where  we  saw  several  herds  of  deer.  Alvarado,  on  his 
swift  chesnnt  mare,  gave  chace  to  one  of  the  deer,  which  be 
wounded  with  his  lance,  but  it  escaped  from  him  into  the 
woods.  Having  advanced  some  way  into  the  plain,  we  were 
met  by  twdve  Indians  bringing  a  present  of  provisions,  who 
had  been  sent  by  the  chief  of  a  tqwn  a  days  journey  fhnn  us, 
inviting  us  to  cwoe  to  his  residence*  Cortes  returned  thanks 
for  the  (MTovisions,  and  we  proceeded  to  a  village  where  we 
halted  lor  the  nighty  finding  as  usual  the  remains  of  human 
' '^^       ''''''  aji^  aifiiMi*!  hiiwik  aajm)' i     victims, 
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vMimi»  both  Bifl|t.  uid  fyntett^i  Imtavtbk.wiicvftivenMft  } 
■ball  not  dkpMt  itf  rewlcn^y  i^ipMttag  ChelNlHld  delttilil^^ 

fmMttjF  IndMv  uliv  had  joufedwthapMOiNUnr  di^;  «i# 
MntfiMtWMdi  idq|e  of  tfaeM^tvapptiie  thiyebief  ^ClK^^ 
aife  QlF  our  appvda^  When  ^boito  a  }mfi!Miftim  limt  (>lit0«v 
#»iw«ffe  maftb^tw^at^fffnoipal  inhabituittr  whlK tfMMMlted' 
Cortea  and  the  cavalry  with  bouqueto  of  verf  dmrti^piiil 
AowrtNy  apdogudtw,  fiw  the  abaence  of  the  <taclqtti^  aw  hi^aa 
Uwifitt  md  ttBwiekljrto  be  iMe  to  eome  a»  wiik  ]|^«tM«l^ 
CoDtinuH^.  our  maroh,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  (i9iMa]ltMnii^ 
viMNBg  with  admifatiow  the  beauty  of  ito  RitiHtkMii  and  KoUd>^ 
ingiy  and  the  elegant  f»kintatiom  of  tiees  irt  itir  ndriibcMh^ 
hood.  Obr  advanced  guard'  preceded  us  to  the  g^tiatTMiiUtf^i 
vriuch,  had  been  reeoftly  plastered  and  whltw^^MAted^  awl 
one  of  our  horMraen  was  soamaaed  at  itiii|p4einlid''apt^!einUtt!i»j 
that  hr  rode  back  at  full  ipced  td  infevin  Gdrtes  thaif the>w«ni 
of  die  houses  were  all  of  silver.  We  used  afterMudfe  to  Im^ 
at  this  man,  saxring  that  eveiy  thing  while  wiutf  silver  inJIiiM 
eyesL  The  buildings  in  this  square  were  i^lpiointed  for  ottr 
quarters,  where  we  were  all  well  Ibdged  in  8paicii}tts>  a|JMltft- 
mentsy  and  wheite  the  natives  had  providad  a  plend^l^iMieit^ 
tainment  for  us,  with)  bildietlof  jNumbs  and  bread  made  «f 
nuuse.  We  were  much  ^toed  with  the  place  and*  oul^  wciett<-> 
taon;  some  of  the  soldiers  ealliiig.  it  SeviUe,  andothers>Vilto''v|i^> 
cHBsai'  on  account  of  ks  pleasantness  '.  When  the  ifat'cadquct- 
of  Cbenmoaiki  understood' diat  we  httl  fini^ed  oUr  repast, 
he  caused  Cortes  to  be  informed  that  he  intended  paying  hifli 
a  visit,  and  came  aeoordin^y,  attended  by  mawf  principal  ifiK 
tives  of  tlur  town,  dressed  in  their  richest  mandes^^  and  «VttW' 
mented  with  gold.  Cortes  received  him  with?  great  eeranMif^ 
embracing  him  in  ngn  of  respect,  and  they  saV  down  tc^gjether;' 
The  eacv^ue  ordered  a  preseirt  toibe  laid  before  Cortesy  constst-' 
ing  of  mantles  and  smaegdd,  but  of  small  value,  makiiig  ali< 
updogy  for  its  worthlessness,  because  he  hadlately  been  fortied^ 
to  submit  to  the  domuiion  of  Monteanma,  who  had'  stii{Mped 

1  CbonpoalU  sppean  to  bavs  been  a  {dace  of  cemiderable' ««,  both 
Croin  the  tettinony  of  eye-witnesie»^siul  the  extent  of  its  riiii)!i.>  ToitqwU 
raiidk  in  one  place  sayi  its  itahabitantS'  amounted  to  twenty  or  thirty  t^u> 
sand :  b  anothA-  pku:e  he' extendi  their  ntunber  to  50,i  1 1,  and  in  his  in- 
dex to  l5o<0oe.  jLikemaliy  others  of  the  Indian  cItiM  m  New  Spaiiii  it - 
dwindled  downt  by  the^^dismsea  and  vostuns  of  thesixteentli'  ceatttly^,  sad- 
at  lcn|th  became  entirely  depopulated.— Clavigero,  IL  21. 
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ynoTaniiMfoM,  aad  noir  Md  lain  oonlUcfy  finthraOtd. 
GiHctpitMiMd  to  npi^  Us  pnnnt  ivith  nod  Mrvioei, 
«d  ivoiild  IPOQ  tdw  maMinw  to  firw  bkn  of  tSe  diraldom  of 
lilUi  ko  cooipliiiMd,  having  beoB  Mnt  kiditr  bgr  •  ar«it«m» 
pwor  to  rednit  wrongs  to  punish  the  wio|iid,  and  to  put  a 

3  to  human  laorifloiSt  adding  many  thingi  ooncitming  our 
nligion.    The  cadque  then  made  a  polita  anener,  and 

Waienimed  our  mafch  neat  moniing,  attended  hy  ahaan 
^00  naliToi  who  were  MMointcd  to  candour  h^ggige*  Theee 
Indian  poiten,  an  xjaled  tamenes  •in  thn  languape  of  tlie 
oqontiy*  wiio  carry  a  biwthen  of  about  Afiy  pouneC  wci^t, 
being  rdieved  at  the  end  of  every  five  leaguei  i  and  we  were 
ipmrned  tliat  every  cadoue  ii  bound  to  provide  such  men  on 
dcwuid,  for  the  service  of  every  rofiectaUe  person  wlie  passet 
througji  their  territories.  We  arrived  at  night  in  a  village 
near  the:  town  of  Chiahuitxtla,  where  we  fi>und  on  abundant 
snimly  <^provifliolis,  provided  for  our  use  by  order  from  the 
cacique  of  ChempoaUa.  At  ten  o'clock  of  the  following  mom- 
ing«  we  entered  the  fortified  town  of  Quahuitxtla,  which  is 
situated  upon  a  hif^  rock  of  very  difltoilt  ascent»  marching 
in,  dose  cmlcr  with  our  artillery  in  fron^«  At  this  time,  one 
Vilianueva  happened  to  quit  his  rank,  on  which  his  captain 
AkuMO  de  A  villa,  a  harsh  tonpered  officer,  gave  him  a  thrust 
of  his  lance  in  the  arm,  which  kuned  him  ever  after.  We 
advanced  to  the  middle  of  this  d^,  not  onlv  without  any  re» 
sistanee,  but  even  without  meeting  a  singie  individual  i  but 
en  approachiuff  the  temples  in  thereat  square,  fifteen  per- 
sons in  rich  <fresses  came  to  meet  Cortes,  carryuig  pans  d 
incense^- who  excused  the  absence  of  the  people  from  fear,  re- 
(yiestin|(  ua  to  stop  and  refresh  ourselves  in  their  dQr,  and 
p^omiiang  that  the  inhabitants  should  return  before  ni^ht. 
Cortes  gave  a  similar  account  of  the  ol^ect  of  our  mlssum, 
with  that  already  given  to  the  cacique  of  ChempoaUa,  and 
made  them  a  present  of  some  trifles,  desirina  them  to  su[^ly 
m  with  provisions,  which  was  immediate^  complied  with. 
Soon  after  our  arrival,  Cortes  receivt-d  notice  of  the  approach 
of  the  fot  cadque  of  Chempoalla  in  a  litter,  in  which  •he  was 
carried  by  his  principal  nobles.  On  his  arrival,  he  and  the 
chiefs  of  Chiahuitztla,  made  bitter  complaints  of  the  tyrannv 
of  Montezuma  over  the  whole  district  of  the  Totonacas,  which 
contained  above  thirty  towns,  having  engrossed  all  tlie  gold, 
and  oppressed  them  by  heavy  tributes,  but  particularhr  by. 

taking 
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99mty  their  loiit  for  MoriAeM  to  tht  Hklk,  ud  Ml 
tin  M  slav«t.  CortM -ooiMled  dMitt  li  wall  al  ii 
pidwiiiBg  tho  fodr—'of rf  tiwir  griifnow  t  uidiiddte 
Ibnj  wflte  ^luto  csnfcrring,  aoiioc  iim  bMuglll'thcl  five  Mtfil^ 
cti  oottMlon  of  tlw  tribtttc  hod  jttsc  drmcd.  Thb  intdtt* 
gooM  groMljr^rfonned  the  nativei,  who  wMt  oway  tremblii% 
to  reoeHrethctt>  Imtiiw  CortM  quite  alone. 

As  the  Mexican  oflfoen  went  to  their  apartment,  thmr 
jyaiwIiM  in  great  state,  without  deigning  even  to  iock  towaras 
Cortes.  Tuey  were  dressed  in  finely  wrou^t  nwntles  and 
trowaen^  having  their  shining  blaok  hair  tied  up  on  the- top 
of  their  heads,  each  conying  a  bunch  of  roses  in  their  handvi 
and  they  were  attended  by  many  servants,  who  finmed  thoffis 
•ver^  one  oi'  whom  carried  a  cord  and  a  hooked  sticli.  Oil 
comuiff  to  their  apartments,  where  chocohite  had  been  OMdo 
ready  K>r  their  revesbmcnt,  they  were  attended  by  a  nunerk 
ous  ooanpany  of  the  principal^  ^ieople  of  die  place  i '  and,  har* 
inff  talcen  their  chocolate,  th^  Kent  for  the  fiit  cacique-  of 
Chempoalla  and  the  chiefs  of  Qiiahuitstla,  whom  they  seireroi> 
ly  reprimanded  for  having  received  and  entertained  us,  con- 
trary to  the  orders  of  Montezuma }  and  afker  threatening  sO^ 
▼ere  punishments,  they  made  a  dettiland  of  twen^  men  and 
women,  to  be  offered,  aa  sacrifices  to  the  Mexican  idds,  to 
•xpiate  this  heavy  oflfencc.  On  Cortes  being  informed  of 
their  barbarous  exaction,  he  proposed  to  the  chiefc  to  seiaa 
these  officers,  till  Monteauma  mieht  be  informed  of  their  tv* 
rannical  conduct  to  his  sut^ects )  but  they  were  terrified  at  tn« 
proposal,  and  refused  their  concurrence.  But  Cortes  made 
them  be  seized,  and  ordered  them  to  be  fiutened  by  the  neck 
to  some  large  staves  and  cottars,  like  a  pillory,  so  that  th^ 
were  unable  to  move,  even  orderii^  one  of  them  to  be  sonm^ 
ly  beaten,  who  proved  refractory.  Cortes  then  caused  a  pro* 
damation  to  be  made,  that  no  tribute  or  obedience  was  in 
future  to  be  paid  to  Montezuma,  and  Uiat  everyone  of  hia 
officers  who  entered  the  district  should  be  imprisoned.  '  This 
inteliu;ence  soon  spread  over  the  country )  and  the  native 
said  mat  such  measures  could  only  be  attempted  by  teuUSf 
or  superior  beines,  by  whidi  name  they  distinguished  their 
idoh,  but  ever  af&rwards  applied  to  the  l^aniards.  The  na- 
tive chiefs  were  now  bent  upon  sacrifidiig  to  thdr  idols  those 
officers  whom  before  they  dared  hardly  look  at,  meaning 
thereby  to  prevent  diem  from  carrying  intelliffencc  to  Mexico 
of  what  hod  been  done }  but  Cortes  prevaited  this  by  placing 

them 
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tiMti  under  4  Maird  of  ow  toldien.)  He  nade  two  of  them 
be  brouflfat  b^re  bins  «t  nudnight»  <whoin  he  canied  to  be 
lilibound ;  md,  prct«idi&g  ignonaee  of  wbat  bad  hqppened^ 
he  arited  who  mef  were  and  why  they  had  been  made  pciioii- 
•Hbi/tThey  answered  that  they  were  Mexicmi  <^ceit»  who 
bad  been  made  prisoners  by  the  chiefs  of  that  town  fay  hie 
encouragement.  He  pretended  to  know  nothing  of  ike  mat- 
ter^'^and  expressed  sorrow  for  what  had  befallen  Uiett.  Then 
orderitig  food  to  be  given  them,  he  treated  them  kindly^  and 
desired  them  to  inform  Montexuma«  that -be  was  ekcecdiii^y 
desirous  of  beoomins  his  frinbd  and  sertam^  and  that  be  wae 
nudt  dispkased  with  the  Tc^nacas  for  havii^  ased  Uiemt  ilL 
He  promised  likewise  to  set  their  compannna  nreoy  and  to  re^ 
prhnand  the  caciques  for  their  conduct*  He  ^os  desired 
them  to  go  their  ways  as  quiddy  as  (lossible;  bat  ^ey  said 
they  would  assurediy  be  destroyed  in  attempting  to  pass 
tbrou|;h  the  country  of  the  Totonacas  j  on  whieb  be  sent 
them  m  a  boat  with  six  sailors^  who  were  ordceed  to  land 
tbem  beyond  tl^  territory  of  Chen^MxiIku 

When  the  caciques  ditjcorered  next  morning  that  two  of 
their  priaoi'kers  had  escaped,  they  were  anxioustb  sacrifice  the 
others  imroediatdy:  But  Cortes,  pretcndmg  to  be  angry  at 
the  escape  of  the  two  whom  he  hisd  released^  orderM  the 
others  to  be  sent  in  chains  on  board  one  of  the  si^fis,  to  ge^ 
them  out  of  the  power  of  the  TotonacaS)  directing  them  to 
ber  freed  from  their  chains  immediately  on  getting  alioaidi 
with  assurance  of  being  soon  allowed  to  retom  to  Mexicoi 
Tbe  cacit)ues  naif  consaked  with  Cortes  in  what  manner  to 
defend  tmnnselyes  from  >  the  resentment  of  Montezuma,  wfao 
most  soon  Jcnm  the  evil  treatment  of  his  officers,  and  woidd 
speedily  Overwhelm  them  under  the  force  of  his  innumerable 
armies*;  With  a  cheerful  countenance,  Cortes  assured  tbem 
that  he  and  his  valiant  companions  would  defend  them  firnm 
all  attacks  of  the  Mexicans ;  and  the  caciques*  in  return,  en- 
fm^  to  sapport  us  with  aH  tlwb  fwees.  They  likewise  at 
UHs  time  antered  into  promise  df  allegiance  to  the  Icing  of 
Spwtt,  of  which  a  formal  instrument  was  drawn  up  befell  the 
toynl  notary,  Godoy,  and  proclamation  of  this  change  of  do* 
minion  was  made  throtwh  the  province,  to  the  great  joy  of 
the  natives  for  being  rdncvcd  from  the  vexatious  exactions  of 
the  Mexican  oflkers.  i 

No  time  waa  UMk  in  taking  advantage  of  this  important  al- 
Uanoe»  and  we  imiBedialcly  prooeedaa  to  kiy  the  foundations 
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of  a  iDokniy  n  s  '^slwi  abott  haXh  league  ffWi|  Cbidbultilla, 
wlMva  wc  now  werei  The  fowndations  of  d^^bieb,  squari, 
fait,  •  and  arsenal  anere  tractid  out,  and  idl  the  building*  wei^ 
laiacd  to  the  fint  atoiy,  as  lAao  the  walb  aad'^jariqaetB  of  Ae 
fort,  wlnob  weM  provided  widi  kiop-holes  tind  barhicans. 
Cmtes  cave  an  example  of  industry,  in  «arryine  eardi  and 
stones  rar  the  buildings,  and  in  digging  out  the  toundat^s, 
and  was  imitated  by  all  the  officers  and  soldiers )  ikmie  in 
diagingj  odiers  inoonstructing  the  waUsof  clay,  some  in  car> 
eying  water,  or  in  making  bricks  and  tiles,  while  others  pre- 
pared the  timber,'  «nd  the  smiths  were  busy  in  mckinff  rea^ 
Ifae  iron  work.    By  theHe  means,  and  by  the  aid  of  me  na- 

^tives^  we  soon  nearly  completed  the  fort,  with  the  chareb 
and  houses;  iMi>v 

bi  die  meantime^  on  "ivceivii^  information  of  the  rebellion 

<*of  the  Tolenacas,  and  the  usage  his  officers  had  received, 
Mcmtenima  was  enraged  against  Cortes,  and  ordei'ed  two 
armies  to  march,  one  for  the  punishment  of  the  rebels,  and 
the  odier  ogainst  us.  But  when  they  were  ready  to  march, 
the  two  officers  arrived  who  had  been  liberated  by  Cortes, 
'and  gave  a  favourable  report  of  the  treatment  they  had  recdv- 
r^ed  while  in  our  hands.  Hiis  lessened  his  anger,  and  induced 
'him  to  send  us  an  amicable  message,  which  was  brought  fay 
two  of  his  nephews,  under  the  care  of  four  <^  nobles  of  ue 
highest  rank  belonginff  to  his  court.  These  brought  a  pre> 
sent  of  gold  and  mantles,  worth  about  2000  crowns,  and  de- 
livored  a  complimentary  message  to  Cortes,  thanking  him  for 
liberating  the  officers,  yet  complaining  of  Imn  for  instigating 

-^^^  Totonacas  to  rebel  whom  he  woura  severely  punish  Iwre- 

<  rafter,  yet  refrained  iirom  doing  so  while  we  were  amcmg  them, 
since  he  believed  we  were  of  the  same  ancestors  with  himseU^ 
and  were  the  poople  of  whom  their  aiicient  pn^henes  had 
made  mention.    Cartes  desired  the  ambassadors  to  believe 

"that  he  and  all  his  people  were  entirely  devoted  to  the  service 
of  the  great  Montezuma,  on  whose  account  he  had  protected 
the  officers  f  and  causing  the  other  three  who  were'  en  board 
«hip  to  be  brought,  he  delivered  them  to  the  ambassadors. 
He  then  compluned  of  the  unkindness  of  Montesuma,  in 
/ordering  Cuitialpitoc  and  the  natives  to  desert  us,  by  which 

^  incivilitv  we  had  been  deprived  of  provisions,  and  had  been 
under  tne  necessity  of  coming  into  die  country  of  the  Toton&> 

'  cas,  who  had  received  us  with  much  kindness.  He  farther 
trusted  that  Montezuma  would  pardrni  what  had  happened, 
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.who  cotild  ik'>t  now  look  for  trU>ute  from  that  province,  the  in- 
JlMibitants  of  ^iHiich  had  become  vassals  to  the  ki^  of  I^Non. 
He  deured  them  likewise  to  eny,  that  he  hqied  soon  to  have 
it  in  bis  power  to  pay  his  reroects  in  person  to  the  great 
Montezuma,  whtin  he  had  no  doubt  of  settling  eveijr  thing  tb 
his  entire  satisfaction*  He  then  presented  glass  diamonds 
stod  coloured  beads  to  the  young  princes,  and  ordered  out 
the  cavalry  to  perform  their  evolutions  in  his  presences  at 
Jivhich  they  were  extraordinarily  astonished  sand  much  plepa- 
ed*  After  all  this,  the  ambassadors  returned  to  Mexico, 
much  satisfied  with  their  reception.  This  embassy  had  a 
Aireat  effect  on  the  natives  of  (he  country  In  our  fevour,  as 
Ihey  concluded  we  must  certainly  be  very  formidable  indeed, 
since  even  the  great  Montezuma  seemed  afraid  of  usi 

At  this  time  the  fat  cacique  (rf'Chempoaib  complained  to 
Cortes  of  certain  outrages  committed  by  the  sokiiers.  of  a 
Mexican  garrison   in  a  town,  called    Cinc^Dacii^,  nfaie 
IcMgues  onChiahuitztIa,  where  we  were  then  quartered  j  and 
requested  his  assistance.    Turning  to  some  of  the  Spaniards 
who  were  about  him,  Cortes  said  jocularly :  **  You  see  Uiat 
these  people  esteem  us  as  superior  beings;  let  us  encourage 
;their  prejudice,  and  make  them  believe  that  one  of  utcan 
drive  an  army  of  the  natives  before  him^    I  will  senddd 
Heredia  the  musketeer,  whose  fierce  scfurrefl  countenance, 
great  beard,  one  e;yek  and  lame  leg,  will  terrify  them."     H^ 
redia  had  served  in  the  wars  of  Italy,  and  was  ordered  by 
Cortes  to  proceed  only  to  the  river^  where  he  was  to  fire  a 
musket  as  a  signal,  meaning  only  to  try  how  far  the  crednli- 
ty  of  the  Indians  would  carry  them.     As  Heredia  was  pre- 
sent,, Cortes  pointed  him  out  to  the  Indians,  and  desired  him 
to  go  with  his  tetde,  who  liirould  kill  or  make  prisoners  of  all 
their  enemies.    The  caciques  set  out  accordingly  with  thdr 
v^arripr«t,  headed  by  Heredia,  who  went  firing  his  musket  be- 
fore  them. .  As  soon  as  they  reached  the  river^  the  old  soldier 
made  theaf^inted  signal,  and  Cortes  sent  to  recal  them, 
having  sufficiently  tried  their  faithj  and  informed  them  that 
he  would  march  against  their  enemies  with  all  his '  troops. 
When  the  spldiers  were  ordered  to  prepare  for  this  duty, 
those  who  were  of  the  party  of  Vdasquez  refused  to  ob^, 
and  insisted  on  returning  to  Cuba.    The  mutineers  who  a- 
vowed  themselves  on  this  occasion  were  only  seven  in  num- 
ber; and  on  being  reprimanded  by  Cortes,  they  insolently 
replied,  that  they  wondered  at  his  temerity,  in  attempting  to 
,  ,v  '  establish 
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establish  a  colony  among  such  prodi^ous  muftitiides  tf%ar* 
tives  with  so  smalt  a  force ;  that  they  were  al^dy  tired  idf 
bong  so  dram^-  aboat,  and  were  resolved  to  go  back  to 
their  plantations:  in  Cuba.     Tliough  he  disapproved  thd^ 
conduct,  Cortes  declared  he  would  not  opjM^e  than ;   on 
wUch  ^ey  embarked,  taking  on  board  tineir  provision  of 
bread,  vesetables,  and  oil  for  the  voyage,  and  one  of  dieifl 
named  Moron  sold  a  good  horse  to  Juan  Ruano,  receiving 
its  price  in  an  assignment  over  some  property  in  Cuba.  When 
the  venel  was  about  to  sail,  we  all  waited  on  Cort^s^  having 
the  civil  officers  of  the  colony  at  our  head,  and  requestra 
that  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  quit  their  colours,  fo^*  whidli' 
these  men  rather,  deserved  to  die,  than  to  be  thus  permitted^ 
to  depart.     Cortes  appeared  at  first  unwilling  to  recal  his 
permission,  but  at  last  acceded  to  our  wishes,  and  th^  seven 
deserters  were  obtiged  to  return,  under  the  ridicule  of  us  all. 
Moron  in  particular  was  most  laughed  at,  asiinving  lost  his 
horse,  which  Ruano  refused  to  return,  referring  to  the  as-> 
signment  in  Cuba  for  the  agreed  payment 
u;The  discontents  being  tor  the  present  appeased,  Cortes  set 
out  against  Cinoapacinga  with  400  soldiers,  and  was  joined 
at  Cmmpoalla  by  1000  of  our  allied  nativesj  divided  into 
four  companies.  >    We  marched  five  leagues  the  first  day,  and 
reached  the  outskirts  of  Clncapacinga  next  day,  which  ^e 
fimnd  situated  among  steep  rocks  of  difficult  access.    Eight 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  place  waited  on  Cortes, 
whom  tney  asked  with  tears  in  their  eyes  what  misconduct  of 
theirs  had  induced  him  to  destroy  them  ;  adding,  that  the  ill 
will  of  our  allies  oH  Chempoalla  proceeded  from  an  ancient  1 
dispute  about  boundaries,  and  they  now  took  the  advantage 
of  our  assistance  to  rob  and  muraer  them  unjustly.    They 
acknowledged  ihat  a  Mexican  garrison  hod  been  in  their 
town,  but  assured  him  that  it  had  retired  when  the  officers  of 
Montezuma  were  arrested  at  Chiahuitztla,  and  earnestly  en- 
treated to  be  admitted  into  favour.    Cortes  gave  immediate 
orders,  forbi^ing  the  allies  to  advance ;  but  thi^  were  al- 
ready engaged  in  plundering  the  suburbs,  at  which  Cortes  _ 
was  very  angry,  and  ordering  the  Chempoallan  captains  into 

SI  presence,  ne  reproached  them  for  their  misreprcsentaw  ' 
ns,  when  their  obvious  purpose  was  to  employ  us,  who 
were  bound  to  prevent  and  redress  injustice,  to  aid  them  in  ^ 
plundering  their  neighbours.     He  commanded  them  there^ 
vise,  on  pain  of  death,  instantly  to  liberate  all  Uieir  prisoners,! 
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to  featdre  their  plundert  and  to  withdraw  for  the  niffbt  mdi 
•H  their' men  iirom  the  town ;  with  all  which  oiders  wy  ha- 
ioriediatehr  complied.  By  this  iuit  conduct,  Coietm  won  the 
llfeans  of  the  pdople  in  this  district  to  our  cause,  and  the 
diiefs  and  priests  listened  attentively  to  his  «ihoitationt  to 
Hbandon  their  abominable  idolatry  and  bakbarous  human  mo 
erifioes,  coming  under  encasements  of  allegiance  to  our  kii^, 
and  making  heavy  complaints  against  the  tynuiny  of  the 
Mexican  government  Next  mmiifaig,  Gortes  brought  the 
chiefs  of  Chempoalla  and  Cincapadnga  together,  and  eflfec- 
tuated  a  complete  reconciliationi  between  the  two  districts. 
We  then  s?t  out  on  our  return,  taking  a  difl&rent  route  from 
that  by  which  we  advanced,  and  halted  after  a  fktigtiing 
march,  in  a  village  bdonging  to  the  district  of  Oncapa^ga. 
While  here,  one  of  our  soldiers  took  two  fowls  from  <me  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  Cortes  got  notice  of  the  transaction, 
who  was  so  b^hly  incensed  at  the  commisuon  of  such  an 
outrage  in  a  peaoc«ble  district,  that  he  immeifiatdy  ordered 
the  smdier  to  oe  hanged ;  but  captain  Alvarado  cut  the  n^ 
with  his  sword  in  time  to  save  his  life.  We»  proceeded  from 
that  village  to  another  in  the  district  of  our  nrst  aHies,  where 
the  cacique  of  Chempoalla  waited  for  us  with  a  supply  of 
provisions,  and  next  day  marched  back  to  our  quarters  at 
Chiahuitztla,  into  which  we  were  escorted  by  all  the  chieft. 
Our  conduct  on  this  exfteditioh  raised  us  higher  than  ever  in 
the  e«teem  of  the  natives,  who  could  disdnguish  the  extel- 
lence  of  justice,  though  untaught,  and  saw  that  the  behaviour 
of  Cortes  corresponded  with  his  profissMoiis  of  having  come 
into  their  country  to  redress  injuries,  and  to  put  an  end  to 
tyranny; 

The  natives  were  now  under  great  terror  of  the  power  end 
vengeance  of  Montezuma  for  revolting  from  his  authority. 
They  proposed  therefore  to  fix  our  abode  in  their  country 
by  inducing  us  to  marry  their  women  t  and  for  this  purpose, 
eight  young  women  of  the  principal  families  of  the  district 
were,  intro^mccd,  all  richly  dressed  anB  decorated  with  ffold 
collars  and  earwrings,  attended  by  many  female  slaves,  The 
fat  cacique  then  made  a  speech  to  our  general,  in  which  he 
said  that  seven  of  these  women  were  intended  for  the  cap- 
tains of  our  army,  and  the  eighth,  who  was  his  own  niece 
and  proprietor  of  several  villages  and  many  vassals,  was 
meant  for  himself.  Cortes  received  this  offer  with  thanks  i 
but  observed,  that  in  order  to  establish  an  entire  friendship 
between  them  and  us,  they  must  first  renoui^ce  their  gross  i- 
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dolatryy  the  shwiefiil  cuitom  of  mule  yonthk  ttfHMirIng  in 
$tmt^»  «tture»  and  their  Wbaroua  human  ^agrinowi  as  ws 
were  doily  shpcked  by  seeing  Wr  or  five  horrid  imifdcmi 
the  miserable  victims  being  eut  vp  and  exposed  as  beef  ia  in 
our  pubU<:  markets.    Tlie  chiefi  and  priests  replied  thatdiey 
eould  ,not  consent  to  renounce  the  aooHstomed  worship  of 
their  ^od'''t  but  wer^  willing  to  abolish  th^  other  evil  customs 
of  which  he  comj^nei).    Wc  were  by  no  means  satisfied 
wiUi  this  answer,  and  having  made  sure  of  our  hearty  c<h 
(weretion,  Cortes  orderod  us  all  under  arms,  and  informed  the 
chiefs  that  we  were  determined  qpon  suppressing  their  idola- 
trous worship  by  force  at  the  hazard  even  of  our  lives.    0» 
liearing  thi»  resolution,  the  iat  cacique  ordered  all  his  people 
to  ^rm  for  the  defence  of  the  temple  i  flnd  when  we  were  a-< 
bout  to  ascend,  the  grei^  flight  of  steps*  he  expostulated  with 
Cortes  for  attemptiag  a  measure  which  would  ensure  the  de- 
struction both  of  them  and  us,  by  incensing  their  gods. 
Cortes  replied  that  their  remonstrances  were  all  in  vain*  aa 
he  was  determined  to  hurl  their  pretended  gods  down  the 
fiteps  of  the  teipiple.    Then  fifiy  of  us  went  up  to  the  summit 
of  the  temple*  whence  we  threw  down  and  dashed  in  pieces 
»n  the  abominable  \dol»  we  could  fiud*  some  like  dragons,  o« 
thers  having  half  human  figures,  and  others  again  like  dogs. 
At  this  sight,  the  chiefs  and  priests  wept  and  prayed  us  to 
d(Mist,  but  the  warriors  seemctd  ready  $o  attack  us  i  on  which 
we  imntediately  seized  the  fat  cacique  and  six  other  chiefti 
and  priests*  exclaiming  that  we.  would  put  them  all  instantly 
to  death,  if  any  resistance  or  outrage  was  attempted.    The 
cacique  then  .ordered  his  warriors  to  desist,  and  the  tumult 
being  appeased,  Cortes  made  them  a  long  harangue  on  the 
subject  of  religioiP*    He  then  gave  orders  that  the  frngments^ 
qS  the  broken  idols  should  be  burnt  t  on  which  eight  priests 
who  were  Accustomed  to  take  care  of  them,  brought  all  their 
fragments  into  the  teniplp,  where  they  were  consumed  to 
-  ashe^    These  prjents  were  dressed  in  long  black  mantles  like 
sheets*  hanging  down  to  the  ground,  with  hoods  hanging  on 
their  shouloers  like  our  cannons*  and  other  sm^ler  hoods  re- 
sembling those  of  our  Dominican  friars.    Tlieir  loi^  hair 
wm  malted  togetlier  with  clotted  bk)od,  some  of  them  having 
it  so  long  as  to  hang  down  to  their  feet,  and  others  only  to 
the  waist.    Their  ears  were  all  torn  and  cut,  and  they  smelt 
hfH'ribW  of  putrid  ficsb,    'Hiese  priests  were  said  to  be  all  of 
noble  iamilies, 
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Wfaen  aO  this  was  cndedi  Cortei  made  a  hMrangoe  to  the 
MOplev<iayinff|  That  we  were  now  really  brathen,  and  that 
Motitamma  mould  not  of^reu  th«n  any  more,  for  he  would 
pkoe  them  under  the  protection  of  the  Mother  iA  Oody 
whom  we  adored )  and  he  added  many  good  and  holy  argu- 
ments exoeedinfi^  well  exprevaed,  to  dll  of  which  the  pMple 
listened  most  attentively.    Hethoi  hadUw  wallsof^etem- 
lde  deared  of  blood  and  new  pliuteredi  «Diplo]ping  a  number 
(tf  Indian  maaone  iot  this  purpose,  ining  lime  which  the 
place  aflbrdid  in  plenty.    Aner  having  thus  cleaned  and  pu- 
rified the  temple,  he  ordered  a  new  altar  to  be  erected^ 
nHMch  he  hung  all  round  with  rich  mantles,  and  adorned  it 
with  wreaths  of  odoriferous  flowers  t  and  ordering  four  na- 
tive priests  to  cut  off  iheir  hair  and  to  put  on  white  garments, 
he  commuted  the  altar  to  their  care,  on  which  he  (Wanted 
the  holy  cross^  before  which  our  chaplain  Olmedo  celebrated 
the  mass.    H^also  instructed  the  natives  to  n^ake  wax  can- 
dles, and  enjoined  the  four  priests  to  keep  some  of  these  al- 
wajrs  burning  before  the  altar.    All  these  things  being  ar- 
ran^ged,  he  placed  a  lame  old  soldier  named  Juan  de  Torres, 
to  reside  m  the  temple  as  a  hermit,  and  to  keep  the  native 
priests  to  ihcir  new  duty.    In  this  first  Christian  church  of 
New  l^ain,  the  principal  persons  of  the  surrounding  districts 
attended  divine  service,  and  the  eight  native  ladies,  already 
mentioned,  having  been  previously  instucted  in  our  holy  faith, 
were  solemnly  baptized.     The  niece  of  the  fat  cacique  of 
Chempoalla,  who  was  as  ugly  as  possible,  wras  named  Donna 
Catolina ;  yet  the  general  took  her  by  the  hand  very  affec- 
tionately.    Puertocarrero  was  more  rortunate,  as  his  lady, 
who  was  called  Donna  Francisco,  was  very  handsome  for  an 
Indian,  and  her  father,  named  Cuesco,  was  a  cacique  of  con- 
siderable power.     Having  thus  cemented  a  firm  friendshq> 
with  the  Totonacas,  we  returned  to  our  new  settlement  of 
Villa  rica.    We  found  there  a  vessel  ne*vly  arrived  firom  Cu- 
ba, under  the  command  of  Frimcisco  Sauceda,  called  el  pu- 
Udo  or  the  beau,  from  his  affectation  of  finery  and  high  man- 
ners.    In  this  vessel  there  had  arrived  an  able  officer  named 
Luis  Marin,  accompanied  by  ten  soldiers  and  two  horses. 
He  brought  intelligence  that  Velasquez  had  received  the  i^)- 
pointment  of  adelantado  of  Cuba,  with  authority  to  barter 
and  colonize  in  New  Spain.     This  news  gave  much  satisfac- 
tion to  the  friends  of  Velasques  in  our  army,  but  made  no 
change  in  the  plans  of  Cortes. 
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As  Ae  worin  ef  T^Ia  Itica  irara  neariy  ooDm1eted»  iQi^ 
us  became  eager  for  tliepropbsed  ykk  to  Montesamai  tini 
coqvreiied  oor  wihhes  to  Osrtes  that  we  mioht  try  our  fortmiit 
in  that  ei^edidon.  It  wat  reeotved  in  &e  first  plfHie  hi  a 
grand  ooniukadon,  to  aend  a  deputatkm  to  Old  Sp^,  to 
«ye  an  account  to  his  maiesl^  of  all  our  proceiedinn,  togCM 
uier  with  all  the  gold  and  om»  articles  of  value,  imieh  we 
had  hitherto  obtained.  For  this  purpose  Ordas  and  Mont^ 
went  through  among  all  the  officers  and  soldiers^  and  pen* 
suaded  them  to  allow  of  the  whole  treasure  bekig  sent  td 
the  king,  as  it  was  for  the  general  inter«>st  to  renounce  our 
daim  for  a  partition.  Puertocarrera  and  Montejo  were  i^ 
pointed  M;^ts  for  Cortes  and  the  army,  our  genenral  having 
flndned  Ii£>ntejo  to  his  putyby  a  present  of  2000  crowns. 
By  these  ffentlemen  Cortes  sent  a  letter  to  his  majesty,  tho 
contents  of  which  we  were  not  made  acquainted  with. '  '  The 
dabilda  or  coUncU  of  ihe  new  settlement  wrote  also  a  letter  to 
the  king,  in  conjunction  with  those  soldiers  who  were  most 
soUdtous  for  the  settlemcr'^  '^^  the  colony,  and  had  voted  in 
the  election  of  Cortes  as  captain-general  Nothinff  was  o* 
mitted  in  this  letter  which  seemed  calculated  to  establish  our 
cause  at  court,  and  my  name  was  signed  to  it  abng  with 
the  rest.  •'"  i-.- 

Beffinnins  with  expressions  of  ouf  most  profound  rei^pii!^ 
we  remted  m  the  events  which  had  occurred  from  our  setting 
out  on  the  expedition,  down  to  the  election  of  Cortes  as  our 
captain-general,  till  the  pleasure  of  his  majesty  might  bo 
made  known  on  the  subject,  together  with  our  enffaffemektt 
to  tiUow  Cortes  a  fifth  part  of  tae  treasure^  after  deaucting 
the  kings  part.  We  gave  an  account  of  our  having  disco^ 
vered  two  laniards  in  the  country ;  of  our  having  procured 
two  excellent  interpreters  {  of  our  war  in  Tabasco ;  of  th6 
interviews  with  the  messengers  of  Montezuma  {  our  march 
into  the  country,  and  our  amnce  with  the  natives,  who  had 
renounced  their  all^;iance  to  Montezuma  and  submitted 
themselves  and  their  country  to  his  majesty  t  of  our  expedi- 
tion to  Qncapacinga  $  the  abolition  of  idolatry  at  Chiahuitz- 
tla,  and  die  estabuslunent  of  Christianity ;  the  construction 
of  our  fortress  of  Villa  Rica ;  and  of  our  present  determina- 
tion to  march  to  the  court  of  Montezuma,  uis  great  sovereisn 
of  M^co.  We  gave  likewise  a  succinct  account  of  the  mili- 
tary establishment  and  reliffious  observauces  of  the  natives, 
an  enumeration  of  the  artictes  of  treasure  we  had  transmitted 
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t(il  his  majesty  by  our  agento,  and  that  we  had  sent  over  four 
D^yes,  whom  we  had  rescued  from  the  cages  at  ChemposUa, 
wo^re  thciy  were  fattening  for  victims  to  tlw  fidse  gods  of  the, 
country.  We  then  stated  that  we  were  only  450  steers, 
mj^unded  by  innumerable  mijltitudes  of  enemies,  yet  ready 
to  sacrifice  our  lives  for  the  glory  of  God  and  th:;  service  m 
1^  nuyepty  {  and  we  earneptly  entreate4  that  he  would  be 
ipraciously  pleased  not  to  bestow  the  government  of  this 
gra^t  fum  nch  country  upon  fm  unworthy  person,  expressiog 
oiju:  fears  of  what  Veusque^  might  attempt  tp  our  pre|iidice, 
by  means  of  his  patron  the  bishc^  of  Burgos,  whom  he  had 
secured  in  his  interest  by  iprants  of  valuaue  estates  in  ^uba 
which  ought  to  have  belonaed  to  his  majesty.  In  conclusion, 
we  awaited  the  return  of  his  gracious  answer  with  the  most 
profound  rever^ce ;  yet  humbly  assured  his  ma^eaty,  if  the 
pishop  of  Burgos  sen(  over  any  person  to  assume  we  com- 
mand, we  were  resolved  to  suspend  our  obedience  till  his  ma- 
jesty's pleasure  were  clearly  made  known  to  us,  remaining  in 
the  mean  time,  as  now,  under  the  command  of  his  migestics 
most  fiuthful  servant  and  our  general  Herqando  Ck>rte«i, 
whose  inerits  we  painted  in  glowing  colours.  Whoi  this 
was  extended  in  due  form,  Cortes  asked  permission  to  read 
it,  and  expressed  his  perfect  satisfaction  with  the  whole,  ex- 
cepting two  articles,  the  mention  of  his  share  pf  the  trea- 
sure, and  the  names  of  Cordova  and  Grijalva  as  having  pre- 
viousJIy  discoyered  this  country;  as  he  assumed  the  whole 
merit  to  himself  in  his  private  letter.  He  wished  therefore 
tp  have  these  passages  expunged,  but  some  of  us  roundly 
told  him,  that  his  majesty  must  not  only  be  informed  of  tfie 
1;ruth,  but  of  the  who|e  truth. 

|v.,'When  this  important  affiur  was  completed,  our  agents  set 
sail  from  Villa  Rica  on  this  26th  July  1519*,  with  strict  injunc- 
tions not  to  touch  at  the  Havanna  or  the  port  of  el  Marten, 
^B  we  wished  to  keep  the  wholjs  from  being  known  to  Ve- 
lasquez. Yet  they  went  direptiy  to  the  Havanna,  the  pilot 
Alaminos  being  over-persuaded  into  this  measure,  under  pre- 
tence of  Puertocarrero  being  bick,  and  that  Montejo  wapted 
to  procure  provisions  from  his  estate  of  £1  Marien.  As  soon 
as  the  ship  came  to  anchor,  Montejo  sent  letters  on  shore  to 

Velasquez 

9  Bemal  Diaz  has  given  no  dates  of  the  transactions  of  Cortes  in  Mexi- 
co, from  the  Slst  of  April  till  now,  the  26 A  of  July,  ajperiod  of  S  months 
and  5  days. — E.  ,. -^. -^..-^  .'V' ,-j..,^.v„,  ,,,„,.^,.:-:  ,>^^,, 
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VelasqaeSf  givin|(  an  account  of  ^  that  had  taken  place  du- 
ring the  expedition )  and  as  the  messenger  went  through  tho; 
isfamdy  he  everywhere  communicated  the  news  of  all  that  had:, 
occurred  to  our  army.  On  receiving  this  intelligence  from 
Mont^,  Velasquez  was  highly  enraged  against  Cortes,  and 
heartily  cursed  his  secretary  and  contador„,who  had  persuad*. 
ed  him  to  confide  the  expedition  to  his  guidance.  He  im- 
mediately dispatched  two  armed  vessds  to  detsm  our  ship, 
but  soon  got  the  unwelcome  news  that  she  was  considerablv 
advanced  on  her  voyage  to  Europe^  Besides  anting  to  his 
patron  the  bishop  of  Burgos,  he  lodged  a  complunt  against 
Ckurtes  before  the  royal  aucUence  at  St  Domingo  {  but  the 
members  sent  him  on  answer  highly  &vourable  to  us,  with 
whose  good  services  they  vt&ee  already  acquainted.  All  these 
vntowfurd  circumstances  gave  the  adelantado  infinite  vexa- 
tion, insomuch  that  from  being  very  fat,  he  became  quite 
lean.  But  he  used  every  e3(er|ion  to  collect  a  powerful  arma- 
ment on  purpose  to  overwhelm  us  as  rebeb  against  his  legiti- 
mate authority,  going  about  the  whole  island  in  person  to  in- 
cite the  settlers  to  take  up  arms  in  his  cause,  and  prepared  a 
fleet  of  eighteen  sail  of  vessels  for  the  expedition  against  us, 
which  was  confided  to  the  command  of  Pampbilo  de  Nar- 
vaez,  of  which  we  shall  give  an  account  hereafter. 

Our  a^nts  passed  through  the  Bahama  channel,  under 
the  direction  oi  the  pilot  Alaminos,  being  the  first  ship  which 
took  that  passage  from  the  West  Indies  for  Europe.  After 
touching  at  the  island  of  Tercera  for  refreshments,    they 

Proceeded  for  Seville,  and  arrived  a  few  days  aflerwards  at 
''alladolid,  where  the  court  was  then  held.  Our  agents  im- 
mediately waited  on  the  bishop  of  Burgos,  who  was  presi- 
dent of  the  CDimdl  of  the  Indies,  cxpecung  a  favourable  re- 
oqption,  and  requested  him  to  transmit  our  letters  and  pre- 
sent them  with  all  speed  to  the  emperor,  who  was  then  in 
Flanders.  The  bishop  gave  them  i^  haughty  and  repulsive 
answer,  saying,  That  he  would  iqake  a  proper  representation 
of  our  conduct,  for  having  thrown  off  our  obedience  to  Ve- 
lasquez. The  arrival  of  Benito  Martinez,  chaplain  to  the 
governor  of  Cuba,  contributed  to  place  our  afiiurs  in  an  un- 
favourable light ;  and  .wS  Puertocurreio  made  a  remonstrance 
to  the  bish(^,he  caused  hun  to  be  thrown  into  prison,  on  a 
frivolous  charge  of  having  taken  away  with  him  a  woman 
from  Medellin  to  the  Indies.  The  bishop  made  a  represen- 
tioh  of  our^fi^irs  to  his  majesty,  stating  every  thing  in  the 
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most  fiivouraUe  light  for  Vdaiqiles,  and  m  muoh  as  he  pot- 
tibhr  oodd  against  us,  suppresdmg  all  mention  of  onr  letters 
and  present,  and  even  appropriated  a  great  part  of  the  ku 
ter  to  his  own  use.  But  our  agents  concerted  matters  with 
Martin  Cortes,  our  gener&ls  father,  and  the  Uoentiate  Nn- 
iies,  his  near  relation,  who  had  an  office  in  the  royal  council, 
ttid  by  means  of  some  noblemen  who  were  jealous  of  the  bi« 
shop  and  disgusted  with  his  haughty  demeanour,  they  procuiw 
ed  duplicates  of  all  our  letters  to  be  transmitted  to  his  majea* 
ty,  togedier  with  complaints  of  the  partiality  of  the  bishop. 
These  letters  got  safe  to  his  majesty,  with  which  he  was  well 
pleased  i  and  for  a  lone  time  his  court  was  lull  of  the  praises 
of  Cortes  and  of  as  his  soldiers.  The  emperor  conceived 
much  di^leasure  against  the  Indiop  of  Burgos  for  his  con- 
duct oh  this  occasion;  who  became  quite  furious  asainst 
Cortes  and  the  rest  of  us,  when  he  heard  of  the  li^t  in 
which  our  affiiirs  had  been  seen  at  the  court )  but  about  two 
years  afterwards  the  bishop  became  quite  crest-fallen,  as  he 
ttras  censured  by  the  emperor,  whUe  we  continued  to  be  o- 
steemed  as  loyu  subjects.  On  receiving  these  duplicates  of 
car  letted,  the  emperor  was  pleased  to  say.  That  he  would 
ioon  return  to  Spain,  when  he  would  attend  to  our  memo* 
rials,  and  would  reward  our  faithful  services. 

Four  dtfvs  after  the  departure  of  our  agents,  a  plot  was  dis- 
covered which  had  been  concerted  among  the  enemies  of 
Cortes,  for  seizing  a  vessel  to  carry  over  intelliffenoe  to  Ve- 
las^ez  of  the  domrture  of  our  agents,  and  of  uie  measures 
which  had  been  twen  by  us  against  the  authoriQr  of  the  ad»> 
lantado.  Among  the  conspirators  were,  Escudero,  Cerm^ 
no,  Umbria  a  pilot,  Bernardino  de  Coria,  a  clergyman 
named  Juan  Diaz,  and  some  sailors  who  had  been  wmj^Md 
at  the  island  of  Cozumel ;  but  the  plan  had  been  suggested 
by  some  persons  of  consequence,  who  were  enra^  at Xortet 
for  preventing  their  return  to  Cuba,  and  for  liaving  been 
deprived  of  thieir  shares  of  the  treasure  which  was  sent  to  the 
emperor.  This  plot  was  revealed  only  a  few  hours  before  the 
vessel  was  to  have  sailed,  by  the  rq)entance  of  de  Coria.  All 
the  before*mentioned  conmirators  were  immediately  seized, 
and  having  confessed  the  whole  plot,  they  were  all  condemned 
to  die  except  the  priest,  who  was  in  a  terrible  fright.  Escu- 
dero and  Cermeno  were  hanged }  Umbria  had  hi^  feet  cut 
off,  and  each  of  the  sailors  received  200  lashes.  What 
Cortes  signed  the  ratification  of  this  sentence,  he  CKclaimed 
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with  a  ligh:  **  Happ3r  ii  he  who  cannot  write*  that  he  may 
not  have  ocoaaion  to  lign  the  death-warrants  of  other  men/* 
In  my  opinion,  this  sentiment  is  often  affected  by  judges,  in 
i  nitation  of  Nero,  at  the  time  he  counterfeited  the  appear^ 
aaee  of  demeney.  As  soon  as  the  sentence  was  put  in  exe* 
cution,  Cortes  set  off  fiiH  speed  for  Chempoalla,  ordering 
200  soldiers  and  all  the  cavalry  to  follow  him  to  that  place, 
where  likewise  he  sent  orders  for  a  detachment  that  was 
Hkva  out  under  Alvarado  to  march. 

In  a  consultation  respecting  our  intended  eqiedition  to 
Mexico,  Cortes  was  advised  by  his  friends  to  destroy  the 
fleet,  in  order  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  the  adherents  of 
Velaaqnei  deserting  to  Cuba,  and  likewise  to  procure  a  con- 
siderable augmentation  to  our  force,  as  there  were  above  an 
hundred  sailors.  In  my  opinion,  Cortes  had  already  deter- 
mined on  this  measure,  but  wished  the  proposal  to.  originate 
with  us,  that  we  might  all  become  equalfy  responsible  for  the 
loss.  This  being  resolved  upon,  Cortes  ordered  his  friend 
Escalente  to  dismantle  all  the  ships  and  then  sink  them,  pre- 
serving caly  the  boats  for  the  purpose  of  fishing.  Escalente 
bore  inveterate  enmi^  against  Velasquez,  who  had  refosed 
him  a  good  district  in  Cuba,  and  went  immediately  to  Villa 
Rica  where  he  executed  this  service  effectually.  All  the  suls, 
cordasp,  and  every  thing  else  that  could  be  usefol  were 
brou^t  on  shore,  and  the  whole  of  the  ships  sunk.  Esca- 
lente then  came  back  to  Chempoalla  with  a  company  formed 
of  the  mariners,  many  of  whom  became  excellent  soldiers. 
Cortes  now  summoned  all  the  chiefe  who  had  renounced  their 
allegiance  to  Montezuma  into  his  presence,  whom  he  exhorted 
to  give  every  service  in  their  power  to  the  detachment  he 
meant  to  leave  in  Villa  Rica,  and  to  assist  them  incompleting 
the  town :  Then  taking  Escalente  by  the  hand,  whom  he 
had  appointed  to  command  there  in  his  absence,  he  pre- 
sented him  to  the  caciques  as  his  brother,  desiring  them  to 
obey  him  in  every  thing,  and  assuring  them  that  he  would 
protect  them  against  their  enemies.  The  chiefs  all  engaged 
to  perform  every  thing  he  had  enjoined.  Escalente  was  lefit 
in  charge  of  this  port  as  a  person  in  whom  Cortes  could  en- 
tirely confide,  to  r^el  any  attempts  that  might  be  made 
aminst  him  by  Velasquez,  while  absent  on  the  expedition  to 
Mexico.  Soon  afler  the  destruction  of  the  vessels,  Cortes 
assembled  us  one  morning  after  mass  j  and,  after  some  dis- 
cotine  on  military  affiiirs,  he  said,  Tliat  we  now  knew  the 
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baiiiWM  in  which  we  were  engaged,  Irherein  we  had  no 
other  alternatiTe  but  conquest  or  deadly  for  in  cateofd** 
&at  we  had  no  meani  of  escape,  and  mu«t  depend  entirety, 
under  God,  on  our  own  valour  {  afterwards  adding  many  com- 
parisons  of  our  present  situation  with  incidenta  drawn  from 
the  Roman  history.  We  unanimously  answered.  That  we 
were  prepared  to  obey  and  follow  him  wherever  he  chose  to 
lead,  the  lot  being  now  cast,  as  Caesar  said  on  passiM  the 
Rubicou,  and  we  devoted  ourselves  to  the  service  ofOod 
and  oar  emperor.  He  then  addressed  us  in  an  eloquent 
speech  {  after  which  he  caUed  for  the  fat  cacique,  whom  be 
informed  (rf  our  intended  march  to  Mexico,  and  gave  him 
strict  injunctions  to  take  great  care  of  the  holy  cross  a^d  the 
church  we  had  established. 

When  we  were  ready  to  depart  on  our  expedition  to  Mexi- 
co, a  letter  was  brouffht  from  Escdente,  mforming  Cortes 
that  a  strange  ship  had  come  to  anchor  in  a  river  about  three 
leagues  from  Vill*  Rica,  from  which  he  could  get  no  answer 
to  his  signals.  Cortes  left  the  command  of  the  army  during 
hu  absence  to  Alvarado  and  Sandoval,  and  set  out  with 
four  horsemen  for  Villa  Rica,  leaving  orders  for  thirty  of  the 
lightest  armed  infantry  to  follow,  who  accordingly  arrived 
that  night.  Escalente  offered  to  go  with  twenty  men  to  the 
vessel,  lest  she  might  escape }  but  Cortes  set  out  along  the 
coast  without  delay,  and  teil  in  with  four  Spaniards  on  the 
road,  who  had  been  sent  on  shore  by  Alonzo  Alvarez  de 
Pineda,  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  to  take  formal  possession 
of  the  country.  One  of  thene  was  a  notary,  named  Ouillen 
dc  la  Loa,  and  the  rest  attended  him  to  witness  the  act. 
From  these  men  Cortes  was  informed  that  Francisco  de 
Garay,  governor  of  Jamaica,  had  procured  a  commission 
from  the  court  as  adelantado  of  such  districts  as  he  might 
discover  on  this  coast  to  the  north  of  the  river  of  St  Peter 
and  St  Paul,  and .  had  sent  three  ships  with  270  soldiers 
under  Pineda,  who  was  then  in  the  river  of  Panuco.  Cortes 
wished  to  have  got  po8(>est»ion  of  the  ship,  but  no  Signals  could 
induce  the  people  to  land,  as  we  were  informed  by  de  la  Loa 
that  their  captain  was  aware  of  our  being  on  the  coast.  As 
a  stratagem  to  decoy  them  on  shore,  Cortes  dressed  four  of 
his  soldiers  in  the  clothes  of  the  Spaniards  he  had  taken,  and 
left  them  on  the  spot,  returning  ulong*shore  towards  Villa 
Rica,  that  he  might  be  noticed  from  tiie  ship ;  but  after  we 
had  got  out  of  sight,  we  made  a  secret  detour  ■  through  the 
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wood*,  and  got  back  about  midniflht  to  the  rimlet  when 
we  had  left  our  diiguised  eompanioiu,  where  we  carefiiUjr 
concealed  ounelyet.  Early  in  the  morning,  our  dliguiied 
men  went  down  to  the  shore,  making  signali  to  the  people  of 
the  thip,  in  consequence  of  which  a  boat  put  off  with  six 
sailors,  two  of  whom  landed  with  casks  to  take  in  water. 
Our  men  held  down  their  faces  to  avoid  being  noticed,  pre- 
tending  to  wash  their  hands }  but  on  bang  spoken  to  by  the 
men  in  the  boat,  one  of  them  desired  them  to  come  on  shore  % 
when  alarmed  by  the  strange  voice,  they  put  off.  We  were  go- 
ing to  fire  upon  them,  but  Cortes  woula  not  permit,  and  th^ 
escaped.  We  thus  missed  our  object,  and  returned  to  Vilw 
Rica,  having  procured  six  men  as  a  reinforcement  to  out 
sjnall  force. 
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